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ADVERTISEMENT. 


GerbrUi  Sib  F.  Bobebts  writes  in  regard  to  the  letters  now 
repobliBhed — 

"  Allow  me  to  congretolate  yoQ  most  cordially  on  the 
admirable  manner  in  which  yon  hare  placed  before  the  pnbho 
the  account  of  onr  march  ^m  Cabal,  and  the  operations  of 
Slst  Aagnst  and  let  September  sroond  Candahar.  Nothing 
could  be  more  aeeurate  or  graphic.  I  thought  yonr  description 
of  the  fight  at  Charasia  was  one  that  any  soldier  might  have 
been  proud  of  writing ;  bnt  your  recent  letters  are,  if  possible, 
eren  better." 
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PREFACE. 


Thb  interest  aronsed  by  the  masBaore  of  our  ill-fitted  Embae^  to 
Uie  Amir  Toknb  Khan,  the  aabseqaeot  oaptoie  of  Cabol,  and  the 
hard-won  snccesBeti  of  ooi  armies  dnring  the  oocapation  of  the 
etj,  can  waroel;  yet  have  paaaed  away ;  and  J  hare,  therefore, 
Tentnred  to  repablish  the  Beriea  of  letters  whioh,  as  a  qwcial  oorre- 
^ndent,  I  wrote  in  the  field.  They  are  a  simple  diary  of  the 
war ;  and  though  in  this  form  they  may  lack  cottoiseneas,  they 
have  at  least  the  merit  of  soob  accuracy  as  an  eye-witness  can 
alone  liope  to  attain.  It  was  my  good-fortune  to  be  the  only 
speedal  ofmespondent  with  the  gallant  little  army  which  moved  out 
of  All  Eh^I  in  September,  1879.  The  Qovemment  of  India  had 
notified  that  "  non-oombatant  correspondentB "  would  not  be 
allowed  to  join  the  force,  the  history  of  whose  aehieTements  was 
to  be  left  to  regimental  officers,  who  mi^t  in  theiz  spare  hoars 
rapply  informatioD  carefully  i^i*^,  to  snch  newspapers  as  chose  to 
accept  it.  So  carelessly  was  this  strange  order  issued,  that  Sir 
Frederick  Roberta  never  received  official  intimation  of  its  exist- 
ence, and  be  welcomed  me  at  Ali  Eheylon  the  eve  of  his  departore 
for  Knshi  as,  I  am  eore,  he  would  have  welcomed  any  other 
correspondent  who  had  chosen  to  cross  the  frontier,  and  posh  on 
without  escort  and  with  their  own  baggage  animals.  I  make  this 
explanation  in  jnstioe  to  Q^neral  Boberts,  npon  whcnn  the  respon- 
nbility  of  excluding  correspondents  has  been  falsely  thrown. 
Regarding  the  letters  now  republished,  Mr,  Frederick  Harrison  in 
Uie  FortnighUy  Review  has  been  good  enough  to  describe  them  as 
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"  admirably  written,  with  Tety  great  precision  and  knowledge." 
While  not  Bympathizing  in  the  least  with  Mr.  Harrison'a  criticism 
of  Sir  Frederick  Boberts's  paniahment  of  Cabal,  in  snpport  of 
which  oritioiani  he  mainly  relied  apoo  my  letters,  I  am  grateful 
for  his  estimate  of  my  work.  I  can  scarcely  hope  that  all  my 
critics  will  be  eqaally  geoeroas. 

I  hare  carefully  gone  into  details  where  military  morements  of 
importance  had  to  be  described,  and  the  sketch  maps  can  be  relied 
upon  as  showing  exact  distances  and  positions. 

HowAiiD  Hbksican, 
Special  Correspondent  of  the  Pioneer,  Allahabad. 

Cabol,  August,  1880. 

The  above  was  written  when  all  was  peacefol  in  A^^ianistan, 
bat  the  disaster  at  Matwand  once  mora  threw  the  Cabol  army  into 
excitement,  and  Q-eneral  Roberts  had  to  mardi  to  the  relief  of 
Candahar.  This  now  historical  march  and  the  victory  at  Candahar 
on  September  1st,  are  described  in  detail  in  Part  II.  of  this 
volome. 

H.  H. 

Allahabad,  November  Ut,  1880. 
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THE    AFGHAN   WAR 

OF 

1879-80.    * 


PART  I. 


THE  OCCUPATION  OP  CABUL— THE  BRITISH  BESEIGED 
AT   SHEBPUI^-DISPEESAL  OP  THE  TRIBES. 


CHAPTER  I. 

lutiodnetion— The  Ckragnui  Hinion — Taknb  IQian't  EvajioD  of  the  Qnadamnk  Tre«(j 
— TDrbuInoe  ot  the  Beimt  BegimcDta — Kakslihuid  Kliui'a  Wanung — The  Ont- 
brak — Tkknb  Khan'a  BebaTionr — Beception  of  the  Kewa  in  India— The  Seitnra 
of  the  Shntaigudaji,  and  Freparationa  for  the  AdnoM  upon  Cahn]. 

Tri  Treaty  of  Oandamak  had  for  its  chief  object  the  direct 
npraeentation  of  the  BritiBh  GoTemment  at~  the  Conrt  of  the 
Amir  Yabab  Khan,  and,  in  parBoance  of  the  terms  of  the  Treaty, 
Sit  Louis  Cavagnari,  K.O.B.,  G.S.I.,  vas  received  at  Oabul,  as 
Besident,  on  July  24th,  1879.  Mr.  WiUiam  Jenkyna,  of  the 
^dian  Ciril  Service,  accompanied  him  as  secretary  to  the  MisBion. 
An  escort  of  twenty-five  sowars  and  fifty  sepoys  of  the  Onides' 
Cotps  was  the  only  means  of  protection  .at  the  Embassy's  com- 
mand, implicit  Euth  being  placed  in  the  Amir's  promise  to  gnard 
the  lives  of  his  gnests.  Lieatenant  Hamilton  was  in  command 
of  the  escort,  and  Dr.  Kelly,  sturgeon  of  the  Guides,  was  the 
medical  officer  attached  to  the  Mission.  Including  servants  and 
followers,  there  were  in  all  some  200  souls  gathered  in  the  Resi- 
dency in  the  Bala  Hissar  from  July  24th  until  the  outbreak  of 
the  Herat  regiments  on  the  morning  of  September  8rd.     It  would 


Dy,i7csb,CoogIc 


2  Tke  Afghan  War,   1879—80. 

be  out  of  place  to  describe  at  l«ngtli  the  course  of  events  which 
calminated  in  the  Massacre,  bat  &om  the  tone  of  Sir  Loaia 
Cavagnari's  letters  there  can  be  no  doubt  the  Amir  was  never 
anzions  to  carry  out  to  the  strict  letter  the  terms  of  the  Gnn- 
damak  Treaty.  Taking  the  ofGcial  diary  sent  weekly  from  Cabal 
to  the  Indian  Oovemment,  it  appears  that  every  outward  hononr 
was  paid  to  the  Embassy  npou  its  arrival,  bat  that  Yaknb  Khan 
was  so  saspicions  of  his  Ministers  and  nobles,  that  he  told  off 
men  to  watch  the  Residency.  These  spies  furnished  the  names 
of  all  who  visited  Cav^nari  without  the  Amir's  knowledge. 
Then  came  mmotirs  of  petty  chiefs  having  been  pnnished  for 
their  friendship  to  the  British  during  the  late  campaign,  although 
one  of  the  main  points  of  the  Treaty  was  directed  against  this 
very  contingency.*  The  Amir  always  avoided  reference  to  this 
subject,  and  as  Sir  Loais  Cavagnari  could  not  obtain  direct  evi- 
dence of  the  amnesty  clanses  being  departed  from,  no  redress 
could  be  obtained.  Apart  &om  palace  intrigues,  which  are  always 
rife  in  Cabul,  there  seemed  no  direct  element  of  discord  at  work 
in  the  capital  until  the  troops  from  Herat  reached  Sherpur  Can- 
tonment on  August  5th.  These  regiments  bad  not  shared  in  the 
humiliatioi)  of  the  defeats  suffered  by  the  Cabal  soldiery  at  Ali 
Mnsjid  and  the  Peiwar  Eotal ;  they  taunted  their  comrades  in 
arms  with  cowardice,  and  boasted  of  their  own  prowess  ;  and 
their  turbulence  soon  assumed  a  dangerooe  form.  A  ressaldar- 
major  of  one  of  our  cavalry  regiments,  Nakshband  KhaD,  an 
old  and  tried-soldier,  was  spending  his  furlough  at  his  village  of 
Aoshahr,  two  miles  from  Cabul,  and  he  seems  first  to  have  caught 
the  alarm.  When  the  Herat  regiments  marched,  or  rather 
swaggered,  through  the  streets  of  Cabal,  with  bands  playing, 
many  of  the  soldiers  abused  the  Kafir  tlchi  (ambassador)  by 
name,  calling  oat  to  the  populace,  "Why  has  he  come  here?" 
and  showing  too  clearly  that  their  passions  were  dangeroasly 
excited.  Nakshband  Ehan  learned  from  a  fellow-coantrymaa  in 
the  ranks  that  the  soldiers  bad  been  ordered  so  to  shoot  in  the 

*  Sirdu  Shsr  Ali  £hMi  Kand&Lari,  OoTemoT  of  CandoluiT,  anureil  Sit  Ooulil 
Stew&rt  'CiaA  Yakub  Kbou,  from  the  fint,  dgvef  inMnded  to  pardon  the  cbieb  who  had 
aidsd  lu.  Buah  n.  mniw  of  polio;  would  hsTe  weiDod  rnkdoen  in  the  e;«s  oE  vitrj 
Afghui,  uid  ihs  3iid>r ;  not  a  mui  would  bare  and«ntood  it. 
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streets.  Full  of  this  news,  he  went  to  onr  Envoy  and  warned 
him  of  the  coming  storm.  Sir  Louis  CaTagnari  was  a  man  noio- 
riona  for  his  disregard  of  personal  danger :  he  was  brave  to  a  fault, 
and  this  tnrbalence  among  the  A%han  soldiery  scarcely  shook 
bis  compoBnre.  "  Never  fear,"  was  the  answer  to  the  Ressaldar  ; 
"  keep  np  yonr  heart,  dogs  that  bark  don't  bite  !  "  "  Bat  these 
dogs  do  bite ;  there  is  real  danger,"  urged  Nakshband  Khan. 
The  reply  was  characteristic  of  the  man :  he  had  token  ap  his 
post  and  nothing  could  break  down  his  determin:<.tion  to  remain 
at  all  huards ;  he  qnietly  said,  "  They  can  only  kill  the  three  or 
fonr  of  na  here,  and  our  death  will  be  avenged." 

This  is  the  story  as  told  by  the  Ressaldar,  who  can  scarcely  be 
romancing ;  but  no  word  of  the  warning  is  given  by  Oavagnari  in 
his  letters  to  the  Viceroy,  all  of  which  are  fall  of  sanguine  hope 
even  as  late  as  August  30tb.  His  last  message  was  sent  on  Sep- 
tember 2nd,  and  concluded  with  the  words  "  All  well," — and  this 
within  twelve  hours  of  the  attack  upon  the  Residency.  He  tmsted 
altogether  to  Yakub  Khan — ^far  what  conld  an  escort  of  seventy- 
five  men  avail  against  an  army  ? — and  almost  his  last  written  words 
were  :  "  Notwithstanding  all  people  say  against  him,  I  personally 
believe  Yakub  Khan  will  torn  out  to  be  a  very  good  ally,  and  that 
we  shall  be  able  to  keep  him  to  bis  engagementa."  This  blind 
trust  in  the  Amir  was  soon  to  be  rudely  broken  down,  for  Yakub 
was  found  wanting  even  in  willingness  to  save  the  lives  entrusted 
to  his  care. 

The  story  of  the  outbreak  in  the  Bala  IlisBar,  and  tbe  massacre 
of  the  Envoy  and  his  followers,  is  written  at  length  in  the  Blue- 
books.  Tbe  tale  is  too  well  known  to  bear  reproduction:  the 
heroic  struggle  against  overwhelming  odds  has,  perhaps,  rarely 
been  equalled,  for  there  were  only  four  British  officers  and  a 
handful  of  native  soldiers  to  meet  an  army.  Yakub  Khan  eat 
in  his  palace,  vacillating  and  sullen,  with  the  noise  of  the  fight 
ringing  in  his  ears,  and  the  roar  of  the  soldiery  and  the  fanatical 
populace  surging  into  his  council-chamber :  but  he  made  no  sign. 
There  were  conncillors  who  u^d  prompt  chastisement  of  the 
motinous  sepoys :  there  were  regiments  at  Bala  Hissar  which 
might  have  loyally  obeyed  orders ;  but  the  man  who  had  pledged 
himself  to  preserve  oar  Envoy  only  took  the  cunning  precaution 
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of  sending  out  Daond  Shah,  his  commaQder-in-chief,  to  "  remon- 
strate "  with  the  armed  rabble.  It  was  like  remonBtrating  with  a 
tiger  when  the  hunter  lies  at  hie  mercy :  like  giving  the  word 
"  halt  "  to  the  incoming  tide  :  Daond  Shah  was  thraat  back  by 
the  firat  men  he  met,  bat  they  used  their  bayonets  tenderly,  and 
his  wounds  were  slight.  And  when  it  was  all  over,  when  the 
excited  crowd  roared  through  the  Bazaar,  with  CaTagnari's  head 
held  on  high,  there  seems  to  have  come  npon  Yakab  that  fear  of 
vengeance  which  he  had  hitherto  thrust  aside.  Forty  years  before 
the  body  of  another  Envoy  had  been  hung  on  the  butcher's  hooks 
in  that  same  Bazaar ;  treachery  had  scored  a  success  which  pro- 
mised to  be  lasting ;  bnt  Pollock  had  come  with  a  victorioas 
army  from  Peshawar,  while  Nott  fought  his  way  from  the  south, 
and  the  Char  Chowk  was  soon  a  heap  of  ruins.  How  soon  would 
the  vengeance  of  an  ontraged  natioB  again  fall  npon  Cabul  ? 

Shortly  after  midnight  of  September  4th  Sir  Frederick  Roberts, 
who  was  in  Simla,  engaged  on  the  work  of  the  Army  Commis- 
sion, was  called  up  to  receive  a  telegram.  It  was  &om  the 
Kurram  Valley,  and  conveyed  the  firat  news  of  the  Massacre, 
which  he  then  and  thete  hastened  to  carry  to  the  Commander-in- 
Chief.  The  shock  was  so  terrible  that  men  were  paralyzed  for  the 
moment,  but  the  next  day  the  machinery  of  Government  was  put 
in  motion,  a  council  of  war  was  called,  and  on  the  afternoon  of 
September  5th  the  following  instructions  were  sent  to  Brigadier 
Q-eneral  Dunham  Massy,  then  commanding  the  Kurram  Field 
Force  at  the  Peiwar  Kotal*  : — 

"From  the  Quarter  Master  General. in  India  to  Brigadier- 
General  D.  Massy,  commanding  Kurram  Field  Force ;  dated 
Simla,  5th  September,  1879. 

"  Move  23rd  Pioneers,  5th  Ohoorkas,  and  Moautain  Train  to 
Shutargardan,  crest  of  pass ;  to  entrench  themselves  there  and 
await  orders.     Ten  days'  supplies." 

In  accordance  with  these  instructions,  Swinley's  Moautain 
Battery  of  sis  7-pounder  guns,  escorted  by  the  Pioneers  and 
Ohoorkas,   moved  upon  the  Shutargardan,   which  was   occupied 

*  Thii  telegnm  is  of  game  importance,  u  shoiriag  ILe  qaiokDesi  witli  TMch  tha 
Ticero;  and  the  miUtsrj  satboritieB  recognized  Uie  ceoeButjof  Beizisg  the  ShnturgaTdtut 
beCoce  the  Cabal  troops  or  the  local  tribesmeo  ooaki  oecapj  the  Pass  in  stiengtb. 
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witlioiit  opposition  on  the  llth  of  September.  Colonel  Cnrrie,  of 
the  23rd  Pioneers,  commanded  this  amall  force.  The  72nd  High- 
landers  and  the  5th  Punjab  Infantry  followed  in  a  few  days  to 
secure  the  road  between  AH  Kheyl  and  the  Pass,  while  the  7th 
Company  of  Bengal  Sappers  and  Miners  was  ordered  up  fiom 
Sholozan  (near  Karram)  to  improre  the  road  beyond  the  Shu- 
taigardan.  In  the  meantime,  the  following  appointments  had  been 
made : — Colonel  Macgregor  to  be  Chief  of  the  Staff  to  Major- 
General  Sir  Frederick  Roberts,  Commanding  the  Force ;  Brigadier 
General  Macpherson,  C.B.,  T.C.,  to  command  the  1st  Infantry 
Brigade ;  Brigadier- General  T.  D.  Baker,  C.B,,  to  command  the 
2nd  Infantry  Brigade ;  Brigadier- General  Danham  Massy,  to 
command  the  Cavalry  Brigade  ;  and  Brigadier- General  Hugh 
Gongh,  C.B.,  V.C,  to  be  Road  Commandant.  On  September  12th 
General  Roberts  arrived  at  Ali  Kheyl.  On  the  18th  General 
Baker  took  command  of  the  troops  in  the  Shatargardaa ;  which 
Pass,  by  the  18th  of  the  month,  was  held  by  the  troops  which  had 
moved  ap  originally,  together  with  the  whole  of  the  72nd  High- 
landers and  the  7th  Company  of  Sappers  and  Miners.  The  posi- 
tion was  strongly  entrenched  and  every  precaution  taken  against 
a  surprise  by  the  neighbouring  tribes. 

Having  secured  the  Shntargardan,  Sir  Frederick  Roberts  cast 
aboat  for  means  to  complete  his  transport,  it  being  intended  to 
move  6,000  men  upon  Oabnl  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 
With  the  usual  careleesness  which  marks  the  operations  of  Indian 
armies,  and  perhaps  with  a  desire  to  curtail  expenditure,  the 
transport  of  the  Eorram  Valley  Field  Force  had,  upon  Cavagnari's 
departure  for  Cabul,  been  allowed  to  dwindle  down  to  insignificant 
proportions.  There  were  in  the  Valley,  when  the  news  of  the 
Massacre  was  received,  only  1,500  mules,  500  sickly  camels,  and 
600  pack-bnlloeks.  These  were  just  sufficient  to  enable  the  Com- 
missariat Department  to  furnish  supplies  to  the  winter  garrison 
of  the  Valley.  Without  loss  of  time  all  the  available  animals  in 
Peshawnr  and  near  the  frontier  were  ordered  to  be  sent  to  Ali 
Kheyl,  and  eventually  the  army  was  provided  with  almost  2,000 
moles,  between  700  and  800  camels,  and  upwards  of  600  bullocks.* 

'  Ob  Octobu  llth,  &tCftbqI,  tbe  ntnnw  vera:— Mnlsa,  1,973;  umsia,  670;  bol- 
locki,  001 ;  rnnd  230  jkbiu  (ponies  pnnhucd  in  Ckbnl). 


nigiUrrlbyGOOgIC 


6  The  Afghan  War,  1879—80. 

The  Gajie,  Tnria,  and  local  .Ohilzala  were  indaced  to  send  in 
animals  with  driveia,  and  this  "  lo(^al  carriage  "  was  of  great  ser- 
vice. Padshah  Khan,  the  most  influential  of  the  Ghilzai  chiefs, 
declared  himself  willing  to  aid  qb  in  the  collection  of  aupphes,  and 
his  friendship  at  this  critical  moment  was  all-important.  On  the 
14th  of  September  the  Nawab  Sir  Gholam  Hassan  Khan,  who  had 
started  from  Candahar  to  join  Cavagnari  at  Cabul,  reached  the 
Shutargardau.  He  had  heard  news  of  the  Massacre  and  had 
turned  off  the  Ohazni  Road  and  made  for  our  most  advanced  post. 
The  fact  of  hia  non-molestation  on  the  road  proved  that  the  Logar 
Valley  was  qaiet,  and  this  was  confirmed  by  a  reconnaissance  on 
the  16th,  when  Q-eneral  Baker  went  as  far  as  the  Shinkai  Eotal, 
half-way  between  Koshi  and  the  Shutargardan.  On  the  22nd 
the  Mangala  to  the  number  of  200  or  SOD,  raided  upon  a  small 
convoy  carrying  telegraph  atores  near  Karatiga,  east  of  the  Pass, 
killed  six  sepoys  of  the  escort  (originally  only  eleven  men),  and 
twenty-one  coolies  and  lineamen.  They  also  succeeded  in  carrying 
off  eighty-four  males.  This  showed  that  onr  convoys  would  probably 
be  attacked  daily,  and  General  Baker  ordered  that  no  escort  should 
be  less  than  twenty-five  armed  men  to  100  transport  animals. 


CHAPTER  n. 


Letter  from  the  Amir— Biker's  Advosce  to  Enshi—Amnl  of  Taknb  Khan  in  the 
Biitiah  Camp — The  State  at  Cabul^BiciMmeDt  along  the  Line  of  CammDnieatian 
— ]>epMiDre  of  the  I«at  Cobto;  from  Ali  Rhejl— Nbitov  Bac^M  of  Sir  P. 
Roberto— The  Aicir'a  Attempt  to  delay  the  Adrance— Darbw  at  Kosbi— The 
AdTanoe  oider^ — InBtraetions  to  the  Tioopc 

The  news  of  the  preparations  at  Ali  Khejl  and  the  Shutargardan 
reached  Cabul  very  rapidly,  and  a  letter  from  General  Boberts  to 
the  Amir  was  alao  safely  received.  In  reply  Yaknb  Khan  wrote 
as  follows : — 

"  To  General  Roberts.  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  7th, 
and  was  much  pleased.  I  fully  nuderatood  what  was  written. 
Complete  confidence  waa  restored,  and  a  sense  of  relief  felt  in  the 
friendship  shown  by  the  Viceroy,  as  my  prosperity  found  favour  in 
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his  sight.  I  am  dreadfolly  disWased  and  grieved  at  the  recent 
event,  bat  there  is  no  fighting  against  Ood'e  will.  I  hope  to  in- 
flict soch  pnnishment  on  the  evil-doers  ae  will  be  biown  world- 
wide; and  to  prove  my  sincerity,  I  have  twice  written  on  this 
sabject,  and  the  third  time  by  my  confidential  servant,  Sher 
Mnhammad  Khan.  I  now  write  to  say  that  for  these  eight  days 
I  have  preserved  myself  and  family  by  the  good  offices  of  those 
who  were  friendly  to  me,  partly  by  bribing,  partly  by  coasing  the 
rebels.  Some  of  the  Cavalry  I  have  dismissed,  and  night  and 
day  am  considering  how  to  pnt  matters  straight.  Please  Ood,  the 
matineers  will  soon  meet  with  the  pnnishment  they  deserve,  and 
my  affairs  will  be  arranged  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  British 
Govemment.  Certain  persons  of  high  position  in  these  proviiices 
have  become  rebellions  ;  bat  I  am  watching  carefniiy  and  closely 
every  quarter.  I  have  done  all  I  conld  to  ensnre  the  Nawab 
Oholam  Hnsaain's  safety.  I  trust  to  Ood  for  the  opportanity  of 
showing  my  sincere  friendship  for  the  British  G^jvemment,  and 
for  recovering  my  good  name  before  the  world." 

The  Amir's  anxiety,  or  perhaps  terror  it  should  be  called,  had 
reached  a  climax  at  this  time.  On  the  one  hand  were  the  Sirdars 
who  hod  thrown  in  their  lot  with  the  mntinons  troops,  and  were 
trying  to  persuade  him  to  raise  a  ^ehad,  or  religions  war ;  and,  on 
the  other.  General  Roberts  and  his  anny,  already  on  the  move  from 
Ali  Eheyl.  With  the  idea  that  he  might  save  his  capital  from 
destmctioD,  or,  ae  was  afterwards  saggested,  that  he  might'delay 
oor  advance  until  the  tribesmen  had  assembled  at  Cabal,  Yoknb 
Khan  resolved  upon  throwing  himself  into  the  British  camp,  and 
claiming  each  protection  as  we  conld  afford.  Before  doing  this 
he  sent  two  members  of  the  Cabnl  Durbar  to  Ali  Kheyl,  viz.,  the 
Mnstanfi  Habibulla  Khan  and  the  Wazir  Shah  Muhammad,  or, 
as  we  should  describe  them,  his  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
and  his  Prime  Minister.  They  bore  a  letter  in  which  their  sove- 
reign annoanced  his  intention  of  flying  from  Cabal  and  placing 
himself  in  General  Roberts's  hands.  Before  this  took  place,  how- 
ever, the  advance  from  the  Shntargardan  had  begun.  General 
BaJcer  having  pushed  forward  the  troops  at  his  disposal  in  the 
following  order. 

On  24(A  September. — Four  gnus    No.  2   Moantain  Battery. 
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12tb  Bengal    Cavalry.     One  company  72nd    Highlandera.    6th 
Ohoorkaa. 

On,  26tA  September. — F-A  Boyal  Horae  Artillery.  Seven  com- 
paniea  72nd. 

On  26th  SepUmber.—Tvro  gaae  No.  2  M.  B.  28rd  Pioneeni. 
7th  Company  Bengal  Sappers.  Six  companies  Sth  Punjab 
Infantry. 

On  27th  September. — 14th  Bengal  Lancers. 

On  29th  September. — One  sqnadron  9tli  Lancera.  6th  Pnnjab 
Cavalry.     92nd  Highlanders. . 

On  the  27th,  Sir  F.  Roberts  had  moved  his  head-qnarters  from  Ali 
Eheyl  westwards,  and  on  the  same  day  the  Amir,  with  a  consider- 
able escort,  arrived  at  Knshi.  He  was  received  with  every  mark 
of  respect,  aad  a  guard  of  honour,  famiehed  by  the  92nd  High* 
landers,  was  placed  at  his  tent.  His  camp  vras  pitched  at  a  little 
distance  from  the  British  army. 

Having  joined  General  Boberts  at  Ali  Eheyl  on  the  evening  of 
September  26th,  I  may  take  up  the  stoiyof  theadvance  from  about 
that  period.  I  vrill  therefore  give  my  letters  as  they  were  published 
at  the  time  : — 

Ali  Khetl,  28th  September. 

The  unexpected  news  of  the  arrival  of  the  Amir  Yakab  Ehan 
at  Eushi  laet  night  has  been  received  with  general  satisfaction, 
as  affairs  are  much  simplified  as  regards  the  military  position. 
There  has  been  mnch  doubt  all  along  as  to  the  sincerity  of 
Yakub's  protestations,  and  it  was  not  easy  to  determine  the  line 
of  action  when  Cabnl  should  be  finally  reached.  But  the  Amir's 
authority  has  plainly  crumbled  to  the  dust  in  his  capital ;  and,  if 
not  a  fugitive,  he  must  have  come  ae  a  suppliant  to  us  to  rein- 
state him  on  the  throne,  at  the  same  time  that  we  avenge  the 
Massacre  of  the  Embassy.  It  seems  far  more  probable,  however, 
that  he  is  a  fugitive ;  for  it  is  stated  that  Cabnl  is  in  a  state  of 
anarchy,  which  can  only  mean  that  the  populace  have  fraternised 
with  the  mutinous  troops  and  have  driven  out  a  sovereign  who  had 
made  terms  with  the  Kafirs.  If  this  be  really  so,  the  fate  of  the 
city,  in  case  any  opposition  is  shown  when  our  army  moves  for- 
ward, should  be  sealed.  The  only  argument  an  Afghan  understands 
is  direct  and  severe  punishment  for  offences  committed,  and  the 
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pQniahmeiit  ehoold  now  be  dealt  oat  without  atint,  even  if  Cabnl 
has  to  be  sacked.  Not  b  maa  in  the  force  that  is  now  abont  to 
make  the  final  advance  wonld  feel  other  than  the  keenest  pleasure 
in  seeing  Cabnl  bam,  for  it  is  hopeless  to  expect  an  armed 
nibble,  ancb  as  that  which  now  holds  the  city,  to  show  a  steady 
front  when  General  Roberts's  army  closes  with  them.  They  lack 
leaders  to  direct  their  movements,  and  though  arms  and  amma- 
nition  may  be  plentifnl  in  their  midst,  their  organization  is  about 
eqnal  to  that  of  a  European  mob  suddenly  placed  in  power  after 
a  long  period  of  strict  goTemment.  Their  capacity  for  mischief 
is  as  limited  as  that  of  any  other  rabble,  for  their  fatare  move- 
ments are  all  dependent  upon  outside  influences.  If  left  to  their 
own  will,  they  would  probably  split  up  into  factions,  of  which  the 
stroDgest  woold  eventually  sweep  away  all  rivals ;  bat  when  menaced 
1^  a  stronger  power,  they  must  either  dissolve,  or  by  sheer  dogged- 
ness  attempt  to  dispute  poasesBton  of  that  which  they  have  gained. 
The  Cabul  mutineers  are  not  of  a  type  which  "die  but  never 
sanender,"  and  although  they  may  risk  a  brush  with  the  British 
forces,  they  will  most  likely  seek  safety  in  flight  before  any  severe' 
thrashing  can  be  given  them.  It  will  be  most  aggravating  if  this 
proves  to  be  the  case,  but  until  the  Amir  has  explained  in  detail 
the  conrse  of  events  from  the  time  of  Sir  Louis  Cavagnari's  death, 
an  exact  estimate  of  the  position  at  Cahul  cannot  be  arrived  at. 
The  conference  which  is  sure  to  take  place  with  Sir  Frederick  Roberts 
in  a  day  or  two  will  settle  what  course  is  to  be  taken,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  uo  undue  tenderness  will  be  shown  in  laying  down  the 
lines  upon  which  the  policy  of  the  next  few  weeks  is  to  be  carried 
forward.  By  Wednesday  at  the  latost  a  completely  equipped  force 
of  over  6,000  men  will  be  at  Kushi,  and  on  the  following  morning 
the  march  will  begin.  Sunday  next  should  see  the  British  troops 
encamped  before  Cabal,  and  then  will  begin  the  punishment 
of  a  city  which  is  only  connected  in  the  saddest  way  with  the 
expansion  of  our  power  in  Asia. 

Sir  Frederick  Roberts  did  not  reach  Earatiga,  his  first  march 
from  here,  yesterday,  without  a  vraming  that  the  tribes  are 
determined  to  do  mischief  so  &r  as  lies  in  their  power.  The 
warning  was  conveyed  in  the  practical  way  of  his  par^  being  fired 
upon  at  Jaji  Thana  in  the  Eazara  Darukht  defile  near  the  end  of 
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the  jonrney,  and  I  am  aorry  to  say  Dr.  TowDaend  waa  hit  id  the 
face,  and  is  reported  to  be  severely  wounded.  Aa  the  telegraph 
line  has  since  been  cat  we  have  not  been  able  to  learn  fall 
particulars  of  the  attack,  or  with  what  loaa  the  aassilanta  were 
driven  o£F.  No  other  caanalties  occnrred  in  General  Boberta'a  party, 
but  a  detachment  of  the  Srd  tiikha,  who  were  sent  down  from  the 
Shutargardan  to  patrol  the  road,  were  not  so  fortnnate.  They 
were  attacked  by  a  large  body  of  tribesmen  and  loat  five  men. 
There  has  been  considerable  excitement  all  along  the  line  from 
Thnll  to  Sbntargardan  during  Uie  last  forty-eight  hours,  as  reports 
of  intended  attacks  by  Mangals  and  Zaimnkhts  have  been  sent  in 
by  Mendly  villagers.  The  campa  at  Ali  Kheyl,  the  Peiwar  Kotal, 
Knrram,  Ac,  are  very  weakly  guarded  now,  as  so  many  troops 
have  been  sent  on,  and  this  fact  is  evidently  known  to  the  tribes, 
who  are  bent  upon  mischief.  It  is  impossible  to  foretell  when 
an  attack  will  be  made ;  but  so  serious  did  the  chance  seem 
yesterday,  of  lai^e  numbers  of  the  Mangala  coming  down  in 
this  direction,  that  the  67th  Foot,  who  were  to  march  to-day 
for  Earatiga,  have  been  detained.  It  was  fully  expected  that 
the  Feiwar  Kotal  would  have  been  attacked  last  night,  and  as 
only  two  companies  of  the  8th  Regiment  were  there,  the  chanoe 
of  a  smart  fight  was  looked  upon  as  certain.  But  nothing 
came  of  the  alarm,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  and  the  poat  will  be 
atrengtbened  by  men  from  Knrram,  as  soon  as  possible.  The 
Slat  N.I.  must  now  be  well  on  its  way  to  the  Valley,  and  as 
soon  as  it  arrives,  better  arrangements  can  be  made  to  protect 
the  camps.  The  Mangals  are  said  to  have  aaked  permission 
from  a  friendly  tribe  in  the  valley  between  this  and  Peiwar  Kotal 
to  pass  through  their  territory,  and  this  request  oan  only  have 
been  made  with  a  view  to  harass  onr  communications.  The 
camps  are  bo  large — having  hitherto  been  garrisoned  by  consi- 
derable bodies  of  men— that  with  reduced  strength  commandants 
can  scarcely  be  expected  to  guard  every  yard  of  »v.nga.r*  that  has 
been  raised  for  defence.  With  the  86th  Foot  and  the  31st  N.I. 
available  for  use  from  Knrram  to  the  Shutargardan  all  would  be 
well,  but  the  date  of  their  arrival  here  ia  uncertain.  I  do  not 
think,  however,  that  these  petty  annoyances  will  hinder  the  all- 

*  Bnaatworka  bailt  Tith  ilaaes,  greatlj  in  TOgne  in  AfghuiutMi. 
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important  advance  upon  Cabal,  as  General  Roberts's  &nrt}>  will  be 
so  equipped  as  to  be  able  to  operate  independently  for  some 
time  to  come.  It  is  too  strong  to  fear  anything  that  maj  be  in 
front,  and  once  on  the  move  the  reality  of  oar  progreBs  to  Gabul 
will  present  itself  in  very  striking  colours  to  the  restless  tribes. 
The  efforts  of  the  mof^Xaks,  who  have  nnqaestionably  been  at 
work  for  some  time,  may  bring  abont  results  which  will  canse 
much  trouble  to  our  garrisons,  but  beyond  this  there  is  nothing 
to  be  feared.  The  ensotng  winter  will  pi-obably  see  an  expedition 
on  a  large  scale  against  the  Mangals  and  Zaimukhts,  for  when 
once  the  passes  are  closed  between  this  and  Cabal  there  will  be  no 
necessity  for  stationary  camps,  and  six  or  eight  regiments,  with  a 
due  complement  of  artillery,  may  march  into  the  Mangal  and 
Ehost  conntry,  and  once  for  all  settle  old  scores  with  the  tribes 
that  hare  so  troubled  ns.  Nearer  Thnll  ^e  road  is  by  no  means 
safe,  another  man  having  been  killed  on  the  Kafir  Eotal  between 
ODr  frontier  station  and  the  first  post  westwards.  The  cowardice 
of  the  assailants  is  so  marked  that  the  post  bags  and  convoys  are 
left  ontonched,  though  the  escorts  are  very  small.  There  seems 
at  present  no  plan  in  the  attacks  that  are  made,  thoagh  assem- 
blies of  2,000  or  3,000  men  are  reported  to  have  taken  place 
among  the  more  resolnte  sections  of  the  Mangala.  The  Hazara 
Damkht  defile  is  the  favourite  spot  at  which  attacks  are  made, 
^e  difficulties  of  the  road  rendering  rapid  passage  impossible. 
The  67th  Foot  march  to-morrow  morning  for  Karatiga,  and  if 
attacked  in  the  usual  place  they  will  doubtless  give  a  very  good 
account  of  themselves.  They  are  escorting  ammnnition  and 
ba^age,  but  even  with  these  encnmbrances  they  will  have  strength 
enough  to  handle  very  roughly  any  number  of  assailants. 

Kabatioa,  29tA  SepUmher. 
Early  this  morning  the  final  complements  of  the  Cabnl  Field 
Force  left  Ali  Eheyl,  and  they  have  now  reached  this  post,  which 
IB  near  the  foot  of  the  Shatargordan.  To-morrow  they  proceed  to 
Knshi,  and  then  the  army  which  is  to  march  upon  Gabul  vi&  the 
Logar  Valley  will  be  complete.  As  early  as  three  o'clock  this 
morning  the  troops  began  to  tarn  ont  in  the  npper  and  lower 
camps  at  Ali  Kheyl,  and  as  there  was  a  large  convoy  to  be  mar- 
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ehalled,  all  officers  were  basily  engaged  in  pnttiDg  things  ship- 
Bhape.  Two  companies  of  the  67th  Foot  were  stcu^ied  off  at  an 
early  hoar  and  marched  to  Drekila,  to  vhieh  place  half  a  dozen 
elephants,  ander  an  escort  of  two  companies  of  the  21st  P.N.I., 
had  been  sent  the  previoaa  evening.  Before  daybreak  the  troops 
began  to  move  oat  of  Ali  Eheyl.  They  consisted  of  the  remain* 
der  of  the  67th  Foot,  and  the  Slst  P.N.I.,  G-3  Battery  R.A., 
two  Gatling  gnns,  and  details  of  yarions  native  cavalry  regiments. 
In  all  there  were  abont  1,300  men,  and  the  convoy  itself  consisted 
of  about  1,500  laden  animals,  camels,  moles,  bollocks,  and 
ponies.  Besides  the  baggage  of  the  troc^s  marching,  there  was  a 
large  qnantity  of  ammunition  being  sent  np,  and  it  was  a  matter 
of  no  little  anxiety  to  get  all  well  forward.  General  Macpherson 
was  in  command,  and  among  the  other  officers  going  on  were 
Colonel  Macgregor,  General  Hngh  Oongh,  and  Colonel  Heathcote,- 
Chief  Transport  Officer.  It  took  about  four  hours  to  start  the 
whole  line,  bat  once  on  the  move  little  time  was  lost.  The  road 
lies  np  a  river  bed,  and  the  stream  had  to  be  crossed  and  recrossed 
times  innumerable.  In  many  places  nothing  but  a  mere  track 
over  stones  and  boulders  was  forthcoming,  and  the  pace  was  neces- 
sarily slow.  The  67th  men  marched  in  such  fine  form,  that 
halts  had  frequently  to  be  called  in  order  to  enable  the  baggage 
animals  to  close  up,  for  it  was  quite  possible  that  an  attack  in 
force  might  be  made  upon  the  convoy  by  the  Mangals.  The  occur- 
Tfiuoe  of  Saturday,  in  which  five  of  the  3rd  Sikha  were  killed,  and 
Dr.  Townsend,  of  General  Roberts's  staff,  woonded,  has  shown 
tiiat  the  local  tribes  had  come  down  ;  and  it  was  not  unlikely  that 
they  would  attempt  to  cut  so  long  a  line  as  that  which  had  to  be 
formed  between  A]i  Eheyl  and  Karatiga.  Accordingly  General 
Macpherson  so  arranged  the  escort  that  armed  men  were  scattered 
fi-om  end  to  end  of  the  convoy,  in  addition  to  there  being  a  strong 
advanced  guard  of  the  67th,  and  an  equally  strong  body  of  the 
Slst  P.N.I,  in  rear.  On  the  troops  from  Ali  Kheyl  reEiching 
Drekila — a  post  on  the  road  overlooked  by  some  curioasly  shaped 
peaks,  rain-worn  so  as  to  resemble  rudely  an  artificial  fortification, 
with  a  Busptcion  of  stunted  minarets  thrown  in— the  elephants 
were  started  off,  and  the  main  body  of  the  convoy  followed,  the 
guns  with  tbeii  escort  halting  for  an  hour.    Then  the  whole  line 


D,g,t7„lb,.GOOgIC 


Narrow  Escape  of  General  Roberts.  1 3 

was  sgain  put  in  motion,  and  the  Hazara  Danikht  defile  was  made 
for.  This  defile  18  certainly  one  of  the  worst  that  troopB  conld 
erer  hope  to  pasB  in  the  foce  of  aneDemy.  The  road  Btill  fiillows 
the  river  bed,  which  is  ehtit  in  by  ateep  hills  clothed  with  fir-trees, 
offerini;  splendid  cover.  The  hills  are  so  precipitons  that  it  wonld 
be  impossible  in  many  places  for  men  to  scale  them,  and  a  band- 
fiU  of  resolnte  soldiers  conld  check  an  army  with  but  little 
trouble.  It  was  about  Jaji  Thana,  two  or  three  miles  from  Kara- 
tiga,  that  an  attack  was  expected,  as  it  was  there  that  General 
Roberts  had  been  fired  npon,  bnt  singularly  enough  the  greater 
part  of  the  convoy  had  reached  the  camping  ground  before  a  shot 
ns  fired.  Then  a  small  party  of  tribesmen  appeared,  and  though 
fliey  succeeded  in  scaring  a  few  sowars  they  retired  very  smartly 
when  the  escort  opened  fire.  A  company  of  the  6th  N.I.  doubled 
out  of  the  post  here  when  the  alarm  was  given,  but  their  aid  was 
not  needed.  The  whole  convoy  at  the  time  I  am  writing  (9  p.u.) 
is  now  safely  encamped  here)  and  early  to-morrow  it  will  move 
on  to  Ktiahi.  The  battery  of  artillery  was  to  have  made  the  Shu- 
tatf^ardan  this  evening,  hut  they  arrived  too  late  for  the  march  to 
be  attempted.  To-night  strong  picquets  are  posted  on  the  hills 
which  conomand  Karatiga  on  three  sides,  and  we  have  made  oar- 
selves  as  comfortable  as  possible. 

It  is  nnlikely,  however,  that  any  attempt  will  be  made  to  harass 
as,  as  the  Mangals  received  a  severe  castigation  on  Saturday. 
The  explanation  of  the  firing  upon  General  Roberts  and  bis  staff 
on  that  day  is  very  simple.  A  large  party  of  tribesmen  cut 
the  telegraph  wire  near  Jaji  Thana,  almost  within  sight  of 
Karatiga  fort,  and  then  waited  in  ambush  for  the  party  sent 
oat  to  replace  the  wire.  This  party  was  guarded  by  twelve  of 
the  Srd  Sikhs,  and  no  sooner  had  they  reached  the  point  where 
the  line  had  been  cut  than  they  were  fired  upon  from  a  high 
wooded  hill  on  their  right.  One  sepoy  was  killed  at  the  first 
volley,  and  while  directing  their  fire  to  the  hill  the  men  were 
attacked  in  rear  by  some  Mangals  who  had  previously  crossed 
the  road.  Four  Sikhs  were  killed  in  all,  and  as  the  bills  were 
swarming  with  men,  a  party  of  eighteen  of  the  92nd  High- 
landers, under  Colour-Sergeant  Hector  Macdonald,*  and  forty- 
*  BcoeiTed  a  coisiiiuuon  tw  Uiia  uid  Dtbsr  acteof  bnTeij. 
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five  of  the  Srd  SikbB  were  hurriedl;  Bent  out.  The  enemy 
were  very  strong,  bnt  the  Highlanders  got  them  well  within 
range,  and  it  is  calcalated  that  at  least  thirty  were  killed  and 
many  more  wonnded.  They  were  driven  over  the  hills  in  full 
retreat.  Another  large  party  fired  a  volley  at  Oeneral  Boberta 
and  his  party,  of  whom  Dr.  Townsend  was  wonnded.  The 
General  had  only  with  him  the  head-qaartera  of  the  Cavalry 
Brigade,  a  Bquadron  of  the  9th  Lancers  and  the  5th  Panjab 
Cavalry,  as  he  waa  riding  hard  to  reach  the  Shotargardan,  bat 
very  fortonatel;  twenty-five  men  of  the  92nd  Highlanders,  who 
had  been  sent  from  Karatiga  to  act  as  his  advance  guard,  joined 
him  near  Jajt  Thana.  These  and  some  dismonnted  Lancers  held 
the  Mangals  in  check  antil  the  28th  Punjab  Infantry,  on  baggage 
gnard  in  rear,  came  np  and  cleared  the  heights.  To-day  there 
was  no  large  gathering,  as  I  have  said,  bnt  the  narrow  escape  of 
onr  General  made  ns  extra  rigilant. 

Caup  Kusai,  lot  October. 
The  whole  of  the  Gabnl  Field  Force  has  passed  beyond  the 
Shntargardan,  and  to-morrow  morning  at  eight  o'clock  the  real  ad- 
vance npon  Cabal  begins.  General  Massy  is  now  at  Zerghun  Shahr, 
eight  miles  from  here,  with  the  12th  and  14th  Bengal  Cavalry, 
two  guns  R.H.A.,  two  companies  of  the  72nd  Highlanders,  and 
the  5th  P.N.I.  General  Baker's  and  General  Macpherson's 
brigades  will  join  him,  and  General  Sir  F.  Roberts  and  head- 
quarters, accompanied  by  the  Amir  and  his  retinue,  will  also 
start  for  this  advancd  camp  to-morrow.  The  force  will  then  be 
concentrated,  and  the  three  marches  which  remain  to  be  made 
before  Cabal  comes  in  sight  will  take  place  withoat  delay. 
Sunday,  the  5th,*  will  see  as  before  the  walls  of  the  city,  bnt 
whether  serious  opposition  will  be  encoontered  ie  quite  a  matter 
of  conjecture.  The  latest  news  here  ie,  that  the  four  regiments 
sent  by  the  Amir  to  quell  the  rebellion  in  Badaksban  are  returning 
in  hot  haste  to  Cabal,  but  their  feelings  are  not  known.  It  is 
only  reasonable,  however,  to  snppose  that  they  are.  anxions  to  share 
in  the  display  of  hearty  enmity  against  the  British,  and  if  this  be 
,  bat  Iha  iaevitable  tniDsport 
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ED,  there  will  be  aboat  eleven  regimeotB  to  be  met,  excladicg 
■rtiUer;  and  cavalry,  which  do  not  connt  for  mnch.  At  the  ont- 
Bide  there  voold  be  5,000  regular  infontrj ;  and  as  our  force 
consists  of  over  6,000  men  of  all  arms,  any  opposition  the 
mutineers  may  make  cannot  be  of  long  duration.  If  they 
obstinately  cling  to  Cabal  and  defend  it  according  to  the  best  ot 
their  ability,  the  city  may  perhaps  take  us  some  days  to  capture ; 
hot  it  voold  be  fearful  weakness  on  their  part  to  allow  themselves 
to  be  caged  within  walls  from  which  there  can  be  no  escape.  The 
Amir,  who  is  still  in  camp  here,  had  an  interview  with  Sir  F. 
Roberts  this  evening,  and  pleaded  that  nothing  should  be  done 
hastily,  evidently  fearing  that  his  capital  stood  a  very  fair  chance 
of  being  destroyed.  But  the  present  temper  of  our  policy  runs 
directly  contrary  to  all  delay,  and  it  was  useless  to  urge  that  there 
were  many  wavererg  in  Cabul  who  had  not  yet  joined  the  mutineers, 
but  who  were  deterred  by  fear  &om  attempting  to  &vour  the  cause 
of  others — which  in  this  case  is  the  cause  of  an  Amir  who  has 
thrown  himself  into  the  arms  of  a  late  enemy.  Sir  F.  Boberts 
told  the  Amir  distinctly  that  not  even  a  day's  delay  would  take 
place,  and  that  to-morrow  would  see  the  whole  army  on  the  nay 
to  Cabal.  In  deference,  however,  to  the  Amir's  wishes,  a  pro- 
damatioQ  wonld  be  issned  and  circulated  in  advance,  in  which  all 
liege  snbjeotB  of  the  Amir  would  be  asked,  to  declare  themselves, 
and  due  notice  of  punishment  be  given  to  such  as  continued 
rebellions.  At  this  announcement  the  Amir  and  his  nobles  seemed 
much  pleased,  though  its  value  may  prove  practically  nil.  If 
Cabul  has  not  been  sacked  by  the  mutineers,  but  is  still  held  by 
tbem,  it  would  be  a  dangerous  matter  for  the  Amir's  adherents  to 
come  out,  as  they  would  inevitably  be  cut  down  as  traitors.  As  a 
test  of  the  disposition  of  the  citizens,  it  may  be  useful  in  deter- 
ring the  soldiers  from  attempting  to  defend  the  place,  as  their 
position  would  be  untenable  were  the  feeling  of  the  people  shown 
to  be  against  them.  From  all  points  of  view  it  is  obviously  to 
the  advantage  of  our  policy  that  Cabal  should  be  quickly  occupied : 
on  the  one  hand,  to  punish  the  mutineers  severely,  if,  in  the  heat 
of  their  fanaticism,  they  resolve  to  fight ;  and,  on  the  other,  to 
prevent  it  being  looted,  if  they  consider  it  safer  to  load  themselves 
with  booty  and  make  for  some  of  the  independent  khanates. 
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As  a  sign  of  the  times,  it  maet  be  noticed  that  Wali  Mahomed 
Khan  *  and  his  Mends,  who  treascre  up  the  traditions  of  Post 
Mahomed's  rale,  have  left  Cabal  in  order  not  be  implicated  in  any 
actions  of  the  rebellioas  troops,  and  are  now  at  Zerghnn  Shahr. 
They  form  nnqnestionably  a  poweriiil  faction  in  Cabal,  and  it  will 
perhaps  be  a  difficult  matter  to  keep  them  from  intrigning,  if  they 
see  that  Yaknb  Khan  is  snspected  of  treachery  by  the  British. 
When  General  Roberts  met  Wali  Mahomed  yesterday,  the  Sirdar 
was  most  profase  in  his  professions  of  friendship ;  but  it  was  plain 
that  the  friendship  was  dictated  by  8elf-int«rest.  The  tarn  of  the 
wheel  may,  in  Wali  Mahomed's  own  opinion,  throw  Yakab  Khan 
oat  of  power,  and  a  new  ruler  mast  be  cast  about  for.  Such  a 
ruler  would  only  govern  ander  the  shadow  of  our  arms,  and  to 
meet  as  half-way  before  the  crisis  comes  is  a  deep  stroke  of  policy. 
How  far  it  will  succeed  no  one  can  yet  tell,  but  our  faith  in  the 
Amir  so  far  is  not  sufficiently  shaken  to  justiiy  the  countenancing 
of  a  pretender.  Wali  Mahomed  was  ordered  to  remain  with 
General  Massy  in  the  camp  at  Zerghun  Shahr,  but  to-morrow  be 
and  Yakab  Khan  may  meet,  and  much  discretion  will  be  needed 
to  keep  ap  a  show  of  amicable  relationship  between  them.  The 
story  of  the  Massacre  has  yet  to  be  sifted  in  all  its  details,  and 
W&li  Mahomed  may  be  among  the  witnesses  cited  to  give  evidence. 
With  Yakub  Khan  and  .his  sirdars  in  Kushi,  and  Wali  Mahomed 
and  bis  followers  only  eight  miles  away,  the  position  is  a  delicate 
one,  and  it  will  be  interesting  to  watch  its  development. 

From  what  I  can  learn,  the  following  would  seem  to  have  been 
the  order  of  things  at  the  so-called  Durbar  on  September  29th. 
At  11  A.u.  Sir  Frederick  Roberts  and  the  principal  officers  of 
his  divisional  staff  (with  whom  was  General  Hills,  C.B.,  V.C.), 
rode  to  that  part  of  the  camp  where  tents  had  been  pitched 
for  the  Amir's  nse.  The  veteran  Daond  Shah  met  the  party, 
and  after  general  hand-shaking  conducted  them  into  the  durbar 
tent  where  the  Amir  was  waiting.  The  usual  formal  cere- 
monies and  inquiries  were  gone  through,  and  Sir  Frederick 
Roberts  then  left.  At  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  Amir 
with  the  heir-apparent  and  his  sirdars  returned  the  visit.  A 
goard  of  honour  of  the  92nd  Gordon  Highlanders  was  drawn 
*  A  MO  of  Doit  lUhomcd  Rluu,  uid  tbenfoie  nude  of  Taknb  Khui. 
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up  to  receive  him ;  the  band  played,  aod  evei?  attention  was 
scrapolonsly  shown.  There  were  many  British  officers  from  the 
Tarinna  tegiments  present,  who  watched  rather  critically  the  dis- 
play of  ceremonial  politeness  which,  as  a  matter  of  coarse, 
followed.  The  Amir  was  lost  in  admiration  of  his  guard  of 
honoor,  and  he  may  well  be  pardoned  for  his  earnest  stndy  of  the 
men  :  the  Gordon  Highlanders  are  in  physique  and  bearing  per- 
fect specimens  of  British  soldiers.  When  the  visit  came  to  an 
end  the  Amir  mounted  his  horse  (one  of  those  presented  to  him 
at  Oundamuk),  and  rode  to  his  own  camp,  outside  the  British 
lines.  The  band  of  the  Gordon  Highlanders  followed  him  and 
played  before  his  tent,  and  directly  afterwards  he  was  visited  by 
Generals  Baker  and  Hills.  Several  officers  also  strolled  down  to 
the  camp  and  found  much  food  for  amusement  in  the  demeanour 
and  costume  of  the  300  horsemen  who  form  the  escort  of  Yakub 
Khan.  These  include  such  novelties  as  mounted  Highlanders, 
who  ride  madly  abont  camp  on  the  least  provocation.  At  dusk  a 
guard  of  the  72nd  Highlanders,  under  a  British  officer,  was 
moonted  over  the  Amir's  tent,  and  the  same  attention  bag  been 
paid  to  him  day  and  night  since.  It  is  a  sign  of  our  loving- 
kindnesB  towards  him,  and  of  our  deep  anxiety  that  bis  personal 
safety  should  be  assured.  After  having  come  to  us  as  a  guest,  it 
would  be  the  height  of  inhospitality  not  to  show  him  all  honour, 
whatever  little  accounts  may  have  to  be  settled  hereafter  in  oar 
camp  at  Cabul. 

The  following  order  has  been  issued  by  Sir  F.  Boberts  ; — 
"  The  Government  of  India  having  decided  that  the  Kurram 
Field  Force  shall  proceed  with  all  possible  despatch  to  Cabal  in 
response  of  His  Highness  the  Amir's  appeal  for  aid,  and  with  the 
object  of  Avenging  the  dastardly  murder  of  the  British  Representa- 
tive  and  his  escort.  Sir  F.  Roberts  feels,  sure  that  the  troops  under 
his  command  vrill  respond  to  this  call  with  a  detei-mination  to 
prove  themselves  worthy  of  the  sacred  duty  entrusted  to  4^em, 
and  of  the  high  reputation  they  have  maintained  during  the  recent 
campaign.  The  Major-General  need  address  no  words  of  exhorta- 
tion to  soldiers,  whose  courage  and  fortitude  have  been  so  well 
ptived.  The  Afghan  tribes  are  numerous  but  without  organiza- 
tion, tlie  regular  army  is  undisciplined,  and  whatever  may  be  the 


D,g,t7„lb,COOgIC 


i8  Tke  Afghan  War,  1879—80. 

diBparitj  in  Dumbere,  Bach  foes  can  never  be  formidsble  to  Her 
Majesty's  troops. 

"  The  dictates  of  hamanity  require  that  a  distinction  shonLd  be 
made  between  the  peaceable  inhabitants  of  Afghanistan  and  the 
ireacheroiiB  mnrderers  for  whom  a  just  retribation  is  in  store,  and 
Sir  F.  Boberts  desires  to  impress  on  all  ranks  the  necessity  for 
treating  the  inoffenBive  popnhtion  with  justice,  forbearance,  and 
clemency.  The  fntore  comfort  and  well-being  of  the  force  depend 
largely  on  the  friendliness  of  onr  relations  with  the  districts  from 
which  onr  snppUes  must  be  drawn  ;  prompt  payment  is  enjoined 
for  all  articles  purchased  by  departments  and  indiTidnais,  and  all 
disputes  must  be  at  once  referred  to  a  political  of&cer  for  decision. 

"  The  Major-General  confidently  looks  forward  to  the  saccessfdl 
accomplishment  of  the  objects  of  the  expedition  and  the  re- 
establishment  of  order  and  a  settled  goverometit  in  Afghanistan." 

As  regards  the  military  position  here,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to 
ennmerate  the  regiments  now  on  the  groand,  as,  with  the  exception 
of  those  at  Zerghon  Shahr,  under  General  Mossy,  all  the  troops 
detailed  for  the  Cabnl  Field  Force  are  now  mostered  ready  for 
the  march.  The  march  of  the  67th  Foot,  aist  N.I.,  G-8,  R.A., 
and  the  Oatling  gnns  from  Earatiga  to  Enshi  occupied  two  days. 
Genera]  Macpberson  considering  it  wise  to  halt  the  1,500  baggage 
animals  on  the  Shutaj^ardan  last  night  and  give  them  an  extra 
feed,  so  as  to  prepare  them  for  future  hard  work.  This  was  an 
excellent  idea,  for  the  poor  beasts  are  in  the  worst  condition,  and 
good  food  can  alone  make  them  equal  to  the  heavy  loads  they  have 
to  carry.  The  Shutargardan  is  indeed  a  bleak  wilderness  even 
now,  and  the  road  which  descends  to  the  bed  of  the  river  would 
try  the  stamina  of  the  best  pack  animals  in  the  world.  The  thin 
line  of  the  convoy  was,  however,  worked  safely  down,  and  all  day 
it  wound  its  slow  length  along  through  narrow  gorges,  over  the 
stony  river  bed,  np  the  steep  Shinkai  Kotal  (surely  the  most 
desolate  spot  in  all  the  desolation  of  Afghanistan),  and  thence 
along  the  broad  road  traversing  the  open  plain,  which  spreads  ont 
in  stony  barrenness  from  the  foot  of  the  mountains.  There  was 
a  large  amount  of  ammunition  being  brought  up,  and  so  jealous 
were  we  of  the  valuable  boxes,  that  special  guards  were  told  off  to 
all  animals  carrying  them.     But  nothing  was  seen  of  any  hostile 
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ckDgmen  nntil  late  in  Uie  evening,  when  a  few  shots  were  fired, 
and  some  marendetB  Bncceeded  in  canying  off  three  mnlee.  Tak- 
ing into  consideration  the  length  of  line  of  the  convoy  and  the 
difficol^  of  the  way,  snch  a  loss  is  most  insignificant,  although 
evety  brote  that  can  bear  a  load  is  now  of  exceptional  value.  It  ia 
believed  that  the  larger  bodies  of  Mangals  and  independent 
Qbikais  who  had  assembled  on  the  rente  have  dispersed  to  their 
homes,  and  only  stray  robbers  are  now  abont.  These,  however, 
ue  capable  of  mnch  mischief.  A  syce  was  shot  through  the  leg 
yesterday,  and  several  camp  followers  have  been  cut  up. 

This  camp  will  be  broken  up  to-morrow,  as  all  the  troops  are 
under  orders  to  leave  for  Zei^hun  Shahr,  and  for  the  next  fortnight 
or  so  no  attempt  will  be  made  to  keep  up  the  line  of  communica- 
tion between  the  advancing  force  and  the  old  Enrram  stations. 
Heliograma  of  course  will  be  sent  by  Captain  Straton's  signallers, 
and  the  post  will  be  carried  as  regularly  as  the  conditions  of  the 
runner  service  permits,  but  beyond  this  we  shall  be  in  onr  own 
HtHe  world,  self-contained,  and  self- supporting.  As  much  local 
carriage  as  possible  has  been  hired,  and  the  influence  of  the  Amir 
apon  neighboDring  villages  has  been  &eely  exercised.  Grain  paid 
as  tribute  has  also  come  in,  and  this  has  been  handed  over  to  the 
CommisBariat,  which  has  also  purchased  largely  of  all  who  are 
willing  to  sell.  At  present  all  is  favourable  to  a  rapid  and  success- 
ful advance.  The  days  are  clear  and  warm,  and  a  bright  moon 
renders  night  surprises  impossible.  The  weather  is  so  mild  that 
the  camp-followers  can  live  in  comfort  without  additional  warm 
clothes  being  serred  oat,  and  the  whole  force  is  very  healthy.  To 
>ay  that  the  men  are  aQxions  to  advance  and  are  all  in  high  spirits 
is  scarcely  necessaiy.  They  are  too  good  material  to  need  any 
nch  praise. 
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CHAPTER  in. 

The  Harsh  to  Zerghnn  Sbahr— FraclonutJon  to  the  Fraple  of  Cabnl— The  Compomtion 

oE  the  "  Avenging  Arm  j  " — Uarah  to  Sufed  Sang— Transport  Difficaltiei — Hoe- 
tili^  of  Tillagers— Uarch  to  Charuia—GaT&lr}'  Beooniuissuioe— Uta  Battle  of 
Ch&mu — Oafest  of  the  Afghans. 

Zebohun  Shahb,  2n({  Octoh^. 
The  oamp  at  Kashi  was  all  astir  early  this  morning,  for  it  was  our 
first  day's  march,  and  the  capaoity  of  our  baggage  animals  had 
yet  to  be  tested.  It  is  true  we  had  only  to  march  eight  miles  to 
Zerghnn  Shahr,  where  General  Massy  had  been  in  camp  for 
some  days ;  but  still  there  were  large  qaantities  of  stores  and 
ammnnition  to  be  moved.  General  Baker's  Brigade  was  the  first 
to  move,  and  at  eight  o'clock  they  followed  in  the  wake  of  the 
6th  Punjab  Gsvalry,  which  was  ordered  to  cover  their  front  and 
flanks.  The  greatest  anxiety  was  regarding  the  baggage,  bnt  the 
arrangements  were  well  made  by  the  transport  ofilcers,  and  as 
the  animals  had  an  easy  road  to  follow  the  march  was  a  very 
satisfactory  one. 

With  one  or  two  exceptions  the  line  was  well  kept,  and  the 
baggage  reached  its  destination  pretty  rapidly.  The  5th  P.C. 
advanced  as  if  in  a  couatry  swarming  with  enemies,  the  advance 
guard  being  thrown  out  a  mile  in  front,  and  flankers  working  on 
either  hand  over  the  stony  hills  which  traversed  the  plain.  Fol- 
lowing the  cavalry  were  F-A,  R.H.A.,  a  small  party  of  signallers, 
the  28rd  Pioneers,  the  T2nd  Highlandera,  No.  2  Mountain  Battery, 
5th  P.I.,  one  company  Sappers  and  Miners,  Baggage,  Field 
Hospital,  Engineer  Park,  6th  Ghoorkas  (as  rear-guard),  and  a  few 
troopers  of  the  6th  P.C.  AH  the  troops  looked  very  fit,  and  they 
marched  with  an  klnn  that  could  not  be  mistaken.  The  road 
taken  was  over  the  stony  plain  which  extends  for  two  or  three 
miles  on  either  baud,  and  the  march  was  absolutely  without 
incident.  Zerghnn  Shahr  was  reached  before  soon,  the  troops 
halting  for  half  an  hour  about  four  miles  out,  and  the  regiments 
filed  off  to  their  camping  grounds  on  the  open  plain.     The  village 
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lies  a  few  hnodred  yudB  to  the  west  of  the  road,  aud  is  of  veiy 
small  dimeuBions.  A  running  stream  sapplies  the  camp  with 
water,  the  principle  of  the  karez  (the  sinking  of  a  continnons  line 
of  wells,  connected  by  an  nndergroond  channel,  carrying  the 
water  to  a  lower  level)  having  been  largely  applied.  With  the 
exception  of  the  frnit  trees  in  the  village  there  is  no  vegetation 
anywhere  to  be  seen,  and  the  country  is  nearly  a  repetition  of 
that  ptevioDsly  passed  over ;  bare  hills  looking  down  npon  stony 
plains  which  do  nothing  bat  reflect  the  sun's  rays  upon  unlucky 
tnvellers.  The  desolate  aspect  of  everything  is  most  distressing, 
bnt  we  ai-e  hoping  for  better  things  after  another  march. 

To  retnm  to  the  march  from  Enshi :  General  Macpherson's 
Brigade  left  at  ten  o'clock.  Sir  Frederick  Roberts  and  staff 
Blarting  abont  an  hour  later.  With  them  was  the  Amir  and  his 
Sirdars,  who  could  sot  fail  to  be  impressed  with  the  compactnesa 
and  fitness  for  any  kind  of  work  of  the  soldiers  before  him. 
Every  effort  was  made,  too,  to  keep  the  baggage  animals  well 
together  under  strong  escorts,  so  as  to  show  His  Highness  that 
ooi  army  wa^  not  careless  on  the  march,  and  would  not  lay  itself 
open  to  surprise.  When  snch  grand  regiments  as  the  67th, 
72nd,  and  92nd  are  on  the  move,  it  is  not  likely  there  will  be  any 
slacknesB,  for  the  men  are  of  the  old  stamp,  and  know  what 
discipline  and  smartness  mean.  The  Amir  npon  arriving  here 
was  shown  to  his  encamping  ground,  which  is  well  away  from 
that  of  Wali  Mahomed,  meeting  between  the  two  at  the  present 
jnnctnre  being  studiously  avoided.  The  camp  is  overmn  with 
wild-looking  Afghans,  generally  galloping  at  headlong  speed 
without  any  special  object  in  view,  and  bnt  for  the  sturdinesa  of 
our  sentries  these  maogy  horsemen  would  invade  the  privacy  of 
even  head-qnarters  and  brigade  camps.  Our  soldiers  bear  them 
no  goodwill,  and  usually  return  their  look  of  insolent  braggadocio 
with  a  frown  which  expresses  a  good  deal.  Tommy  Atkins  is  on 
the  whole  a  veiy  honest  sort  of  fellow,  and  his  ire  is  now  roused 
against  these  svraggering  cowards,  who  were  in  Cabul  when  our 
Embassy  was  attacked,  and  would  not  raise  a  finger  to  aid  the 
handAil  of  men  who  perished.  Poor  old  Daoud  SI^  is  perhaps 
entitled  to  some  little  respect;  bnt  for  the  others  contempt  is 
almost  too  good.     The  Amir  is  our  guest — a  guest  perhaps  upon 
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whom  a  friendly  watch  is  kept  as  a  matter  of  precantioo — and  we 
cannot  therefore  give  expressioD  to  oar  feelings  very  frankly,  bnt 
if  the  Camp  were  canvasBed  the  general  opinion  woald  be  one  of 
rather  a  atrong  kind  as  regards  hie  vacillation  and  cowardice  od 
the  8rd  of  September.  However,  he  is  now  in  the  midst  of  an 
army  which  will  soon  be  at  the  gates  of  his  capital,  and  then  he 
will  have  to  sit  down  quietly  until  our  policy  is  duly  shaped — 
this  time  simply  in  accordance  with  our  own  aims,  and  ntterly 
regardless  of  his  protestatioas.  He  ia  now  profuse  in  his  thanks 
for  the  proclamation  which  ia  to  go  before  as  to  Cabul ;  at  the  same 
time  he  is  doubtful  of  its  effect  upon  the  mutineers.  His  tone 
might  change,  perhaps,  if  he  could  see  any  way  out  of  his  present 
difficulties  other  than  that  to  be  made  by  our  bayonets. 

The  proclamation  alladed  to  was  dated  October  2nd,  and  was 
sent  off  to-day  to  Cabul.     It  ia  as  followa : — 


"  Pkoclamatiok  to  the  People  of  Cabul. 
"  Be  it  known  to  all  that  the  British  army  is  advancing  on 
Cabul  to  take  possession  of  the  city.  If  it  be  allowed  to  do  so 
peacefully,  well  and  good ;  if  not,  the  city  will  be  seized  by  force. 
Therefore  all  well-disposed  persons  who  have  taken  no  part  in  the 
dastardly  murder  of  the  British  Embassy  or  in  the  plunder  of  the 
Kesidency  are  warned,  that  if  they  are  unable  to  prevent  resistance 
being  offered  to  the  entrance  of  the  British  army  and  to  the 
authority  of  His  Highness  the  Amir,  they  should  make  imme- 
diate arrangements  for  their  own  safety,  either  by  coming  into  the 
British  Camp  or  by  siich  other  measures  as  may  seem  fit  to  them. 
And  as  the  British  Government  does  not  make  war  on  women  and 
children,  warning  is  given  that  all  women  and  children  sboald  be 
removed  from  the  city  beyond  the  reach  of  harm.  The  British 
Government  desires  to  treat  all  classes  with  justice,  and  to  respect 
their  religion,  feelings,  and  customs,  while  exacting  full  retribution 
from  offenders.  Every  effort  wUl  therefore  be  made  to  prevent 
the  innocent  suffering  with  the  guilty.  But  it  is  necessary  that 
the  utmost  precaution  should  be  taken  against  useless  opposition. 
Therefore,  after  the  receipt  of  this  proclamation,  all  persons  found 
ai'med  in  or  about  Cabal  will  be  treated  as  the  enemies  of  the 
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British  GoTerament ;  and  further,  it  must  be  clearly  nodeTstAod 
that  if  the  entry  of  the  British  force  is  resisted,  I  cannot  hold 
mjaelf  responsible  for  any  accidental  mischief  which  may  be  done 
to  perBOQB  and  property,  even  of  well-disposed  people  who  may 
have  neglected  this  warning. 

"  Signed,  &c.,  F.  Robebts." 

Two  sowars  belonging  to  the  12th  Bengal  Cavalry,  who  were 
Bpending  their  fQrlongh  at  Cabnl,  arrived  here  to-day,  and  report 
that  the  mutineers  mean  to  fight.  We  have  jast  heard  of  an 
Dnanccesaful  attack  npon  the  Sbntargardan  by  Mangals  and 
Ghilzais.* 

The  force  is  now  concentrated,  for  the  first  time,  for  the  march 
onward  to  Cabnl.     It  is  made  np  as  follows  : — 

Cabdl  Field  Foboe,  October  1879. 
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There  are  about  6,000  "  followers  "  and  some  8,600  baggage 
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aBunalB.  Foartaen  days'  supplies  are  beiofr  carried,  with  tea  and 
Bogar  for  two  months.  Lieutenant-Colonel  B.  L.  Gordon,  B.H.A., 
oommands  the  artillery  (twelve  d-ponnder  and  six  7-pounder  guns, 
with  two  Gatlings) ;  and  Lientenant-Golonel  £.  Perkins,  B.E.,  is 
in  command  of  the  Engineers.  The  Cavalry  Brigade  is  of  coarse 
commanded  by  General  Idassy  ;  while  the  Infantry  are  brigaded 
as  follows : — Ist  Brigade  (General  Macpherson),  67th,  92nd  High- 
landers, and  26tb  F.I. ;  2nd  Brigade  (General  Baker),  72nd  High- 
landers, 6th  Ghoorkas,  and  5tb  P.I.  The  23rd  Pioneers  are  not 
attached  to  any  particular  brigade. 

Sdfed  Sang,  Zahtdabad,  ith,  OcUiber. 
Yesterday  the  march  was  continned,  and  Maepberson's  Brigade 
with  the  cavalry  reached  Snfed  Sang  in  the  evening,  after  a  march 
of  nearly  fifteen  miles.  The  same  open  plain  vras  traversed,  bat  there 
were  more  signs  of  cultivation  as  the  Logar  River,  which  was  hid- 
den from  sight  at  Zerghun  Shahr  by  a  range  of  hills,  was  neared. 
Along  its  banks  are  villages  scattered  at  short  intervals,  and  the 
orchards  of  these  form  a  very  pleasant  relief  to  the  bare  barrenness 
of  the  Ghilzai  Hills  on  our  right.  The  Logar  River  is  spanned 
by  a  narrow  bridge  near  Zabidabad  village,  bat  it  was  found  im- 
possible to  get  wheeled  guns  across  it,  and  the  ford  adjacent  to  the 
bridge  was  not  so  shallow  as  it  should  have  been,  the  villagers  baring 
turned  a  large  volume  of  water  into  the  stream  from  a  neighbour- 
ing irrigation  channel.  This  was  the  first  sign  of  the  latent  hos- 
tility of  the  people  in  the  Logar  Valley,  but  as  the  malika  (head- 
men) of  Zabidabad  and  the  near  village  of  Sufed  Sang  came  in 
and  paid  their  reepecta,  we  could  do  nothing  in  the  way  of  pun- 
ishment. The  troops  forded  the  river,  the  baggage  being  sent  by 
way  of  the  bridge.  Some  of  the  men  were  swept  off  their  feet  by 
the  force  of  the  current,  but  as  the  stream  was  only  fifty  or  sixty 
yards  in  width,  no  lives  were  lost.  The  Prince  of  Bokhara,  who 
is  a  refugee  at  the  Amir's  Court,  met  General  Boberts  at  Zabida- 
bad. He  had  fallowed  Yakab  Khan's  example,  and  had  fled  from 
Gabul  in  the  night.  He  reported  that  the  troops  were  being  incited 
to  fight  by  certain  disloyal  Sirdars,  but  that  no  general  rising  of 
the  people  bad  taken  place :  the  flight  of  the  Amir  had  prevented 
any  great  tribal  combination  so  far. 
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Our  camping  grotmd  is  in  the  midet  of  cultivation,  and  we  are 
halted  here  to-day  awaiting  the  arrival  of  General  Baker's  Brigade. 
Yesterday  it  was  foand  that  the  carriage  of  the  force  was  qnite 
inadequate  to  carry  all  the  stores  and  ammnnition,  now  that  the 
whole  army  had  been  concentrated,  and  accordingly  General  Baker 
was  ordered  to  halt  his  brigade  at  Zerghnn  Shahr  for  the  night 
and  guard  the  Commiasariat  supplies  and  the  Ordnance  park.  This 
he  did  by  forming  a  ntde  Bort  of  laager,  within  which  the  transport 
animals  were  placed.  He  was  not  molested  during  the  night. 
The  call  upon  the  Transport  of  the  Force  to  do  double  work  was 
answered  with  great  alacrity  by  Lieutenant- Colonel  Mark  Heathcote 
and  the  oSScers  working  under  him.  After  the  heavy  march  of  fifteen 
miles  the  beasts  were  .well  fed  and  given  a  few  hours'  rest ;  but  at  one 
o'clock  in  the  morning  all  the  strongest  camels  were  paraded  and 
marched  off  to  Zerghun  Shahr.  There  they  were  loaded  up,  and  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible  began  the  return  journey  to  Sufed  Sang — 
forty-five  miles  in  tbirty-sis  hours.*  On  the  previous  evening  some 
shots  bad  been  fired  near  the  Logar  Bridge,  but  no  mischief  was 
done ;  and  we  took  but  Uttle  notice  of  this  expression  of  enmity, 
except  to  station  strong  picquets  and  warn  the  sentries  to  show 
extra  vigilance.  This  evening,  however,  a  determined  attack  was 
made  upon  the  rear-guard,  the  villagers  of  Kuti  Kheyl  and  other 
hamlets  creeping  up,  nndercoverof  darkness, and  hiding  themselves 
in  n\^iah»  and  behind  orchard  walls.  Fortunately  they  ^ere  badly 
armed,  and  although  they  kept  up  a  desultory  fire  at  close  quarters. 
Major  Stockwell  of  the  72nd  Highlanders  drove  them  off  by  firing 
Tolleysand  by  throwing  skirmishers  oat  to  protect  his  left  flank.  As 
the  rear-guard  crossed  the  river  the  villagers  grew  bolder  and  fol- 
lowed them  np  pretty  closely,  but  no  baggage  was  lost ;  and  a  few 
companies  being  sent  from  camp  to  hold  the  bridge  the  firing  died 
away,  and  now  (10  p.m.)  all  is  again  quiet.  The  halt  to-day  has 
been  of  service  in  enabling  us  to  get  in  a  few  supplies,  but  the 
transport  difBcnIty  is  a  serious  one,  as  it  is  now  clear  only  one 
in&ntry  brigade  can  inarch  daily,  and  the  baggage  animals  mast 
be  sent  back  day  by  day  to  bring  np  the  stores  and  reserve  am- 

*  Thii  viU  ihow  tha  difficaltiee  General  Roberta  had  to  contend  nith,  gtbh  in  the 
(e«  nuuches  rrom  Kiubi  to  Ckbii].  The  tnnaport  tnin  vu.  u  mati,  the  weakeat 
liak  in  ths  ohuD,  uid  erorjUiiBg  hod  to  be  made  rabnnient  to  it. 
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mvmitioD.  To-morrow  General  Baker's  brigade  will  more  on  to 
Charasia,  and  the  92nd  Higblaaden  will  probably  be  added  to  the 
regimentB  composing  it.  There  is  news  to-day  from  Cabal  to  the 
effect  that  the  mtitinons  Tegiments  hare  not  yet  left,  but  are  busy 
looting  the  arsenal  in  the  Bala  Hissar,  wherein  are  Btored  many  hun- 
dred rifies,  and  an  enormous  quantity  of  Bmall-arm  ammunition. 

Camp  Ghar&sia,  6(/t  October. 

The  Tillage  of  Kuti  Eheyl  wae  chiefly  responsible  for  the  attack 
upon  General  Baker's  rear-guard  last  night,  and  we  have  now  a 
number  of  prisoners  in  our  hands  who  were  captured  in  that 
neighbourhood,  and  who  are  said  to  have  been  concerned  in  the 
skirmish.  This  morning  (Sunday),  before  striking  camp,  a  small 
force  was  sent  out  with  two  mountain  guns.  A  squadron  of  cav- 
alry surronnded  Knti  Kheyl,  and  upon  the  9th  Lancers  finally 
going  in,  several  men  showed  fight.  Three  were  run  through,  one 
just  as  he  was  leTelling  his  piece  at  an  ofGcer,  and  five  were  cap- 
tared  ;  two  of  whom  wero  wounded  on  the  head  with  lance-butts. 
The  nuiZifc«  of  the  village  were  also  brought  in,  bat  were  released 
after  receiving  a  warning  as  to  their  future  behaviour.  The  five 
prisoners  were  sent  on  with  the  advanced  guard  here,  and  were 
tried  this  afternoon  by  drum-head  court-martial.  One  of  them 
was  a  sepoy  of  the  Amir's,  and  he,  with  two  others,  was  sentenced 
to  death  for  being  in  unlawful  rebellioD  against  his  sovereign. 
The  other  two  were  released,  no  doubt  much  to  their  astonish- 
ment. 

As  the  march  to  Charaeia  was  only  a  short  one  of  six  miles 
from  Safed  Sang,  we  did  not  start  nntil  ten  o'clock.  Early  in  the 
afternoon  the  encamping  ground  was  reached,  and  tents  were 
pitched  on  the  fallow  fields  which  stretch  to  the  foot  of  the  hills  on 
either  side.  The  road  followed  a  due  northerly  direction,  through 
a  cultivated  tract  of  country,  for  aboot  three  mUes,  to  some  very 
low  hills  which  traverse  it  at  right  angles,  and  near  which  is  the 
village  of  Ghildokhteran.*  On  crossing  these  hills,  a  long  valley 
lay  stretched  before  us  in  the  shape  of  a  parallelogram ;  and  at 
the  farther  extremity  could  be  seen  the  village  of  Charasia,  vrith 
its  orchards  stretching  in  front  of  it,  with  clumps  of  trees  dotted 
*  Fori;  duighlen. 
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farther  to  the  west.  Beyond  was  the  mass  of  hills  which  ahnt  in 
Cabnl,  and  hinder  any  view  of  the  city  &om  the  valley.  -  The 
hills  to  east  and  west  also  close  in,  and  the  valley  cannot  be  ranch 
more  than  two  miles  acrosB.  It  is  all  under  cnltivation  by  means 
of  irrigation  channels.  The  hills  overlooking  Charaeia  are,  first, 
a  low  range  of  a  ligbt-ooloored  slaty  character,  then  a  higher 
series  of  rocky  heights,  and  in  the  immediate  rear,  forming  the 
sky-line,  is  a  precipitoas  range  with  foar  or  five  peaks  standiDg 
oat  in  bold  reUef.  This  range  runs  sharply  down,  on  the  east,  to 
the  road  which  leads  direct  to  the  old  Cabal  camping  ground  and 
the  Bala  Hissar,  and,  with  another  high  range  sloping  similarly 
down  on  the  other  side  of  the  road,  forms  the  Sang-i-Nawishta 
defile,  which,  if  held  in  strength,  woold  be  very  difficult  to  force. 
ThroDgh  this  defile  the  Logar  Biver  passes  into  the  Cabal  Valley. 
Oar  encamping  grotmd  is  south  of  the  village,  the  head-quarters 
of  Sir  F.  Boberts  being  a  mile  or  more  &om  the  orchards.  The 
ranges  of  hills  east  and  west  of  us  are  very  high  and  steep ;  but 
directly  to  our  left  front  is  only  a  gradual  slope,  over  which  lies  the 
bcantifol  Chardeh  Valley,  filled  with  orchards,  and  apparently  rich 
in  cultivation.  A  road  skirting  the  hills  leads  throngh  the  valley 
into  Cabal.  There  is  a  third  toad  among  the  hilLs  immediately  in 
rear  of  Charasia. 

A  cavalry  reconnaissance  to-day  did  not  cause  any  of  the  enemy 
to  show  themselves  ;  bat  perhaps  to-morrow,  when  more  groand 
is  covered,  there  may  be  a  different  result.  Emissaries  irom 
Cabal  are  said  to  have  been  in  the  Charasia  village  yesterday,  and 
the  difficulty  we  have  had  in  getting  supplies  this  afternoon  is  a 
proof  of  their  efforts  to  influence  the  villagers  against  us.  How- 
ever, only  a  few  shots  have  been,  fired  at  our  cavalry,  and  we  are 
resting  in  camp,  which  is  protected  by  strong  outlying  picquetSi 
To-morrow  morning  1,500  baggage  animals  go  back  to  Sufed  Sang 
to  bring  up  the  rest  of  the  stores,  and  this  delay  will  caase  as  to 
bait  here  a  day.  General  Macpherson,  with  the  67th  Foot,  28th 
N.I.,  three  guns,  and  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  has  been  left  behind 
to  take  charge  of  to-morrow's  convoy.  He  will  draw  in  his  camp 
as  much  as  possible,  as  the  affair  at  Knti  Kbeyl  has  shown  how 
badly  disposed  the  villagers  are  towards  ns. 

The  Amir  and  Wall  Mahomed  have  come  in  with  ns,  bat  the 
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former  does  not  aeem  to  have— or  will  not  exercise— contnd  over 
the  villagers  we  have  to  deal  with.  There  is  plainly  mnch  trim- 
ming of  Bails  among  them  as  to  their  immediate  attitude,  but  we 
are  wide-awake  enough  not  to  trust  them  in  any  way.  In  case  of 
any  check,  there  cannot  be  the  least  doubt  that  the  groups  which 
now  watch  us  marching  past  would  shoulder  their j'Aesaib  and  torn 
out  to  haraus  us  on  sU  sides.  The  men  with  us  who  know  the 
local  character  beat  are  strong  in  their  assertion  that  until  we 
have  occupied  Gabul  we  shall  be  annoyed  by  these  tribesmen,  who 
are  loth  to  let  long  strings  of  baggage  animals  pass  through  their 
midst  without  trying  to  loot  some  of  the  riches  they  carry.  Even 
to-day  a  kahar  in  charge  of  a  mule-load  of  baggage  was  cut  up. 
He  had  wandered  from  the  road,  and  had  made  no  sign  when  the 
rear-guard  passed.  Half  a  dozen  men  watched  their  opportunity, 
and  when  the  coast  was  clear  they  killed  the  kahar  and  walked  o£F 
with  the  mule  and  its  bnrden. 

The  DewB  that  the  regiments  in  Oabul  looted  the  arsenal  yester- 
day would  seem  to  indicate  that  they  mean  fighting,  and  this  in- 
telligence is  the  best  that  we  have  had  for  a  long  time.  The  only 
way  in  which  they  can  be  punished  lies  in  resistance  when  we 
advance  ;  for,  if  they  run  away,  it  will  be  difiBcult  to  chase  them 
all  over  Afghanistan,  even  if  we  were  disposed  to  do  so.  The 
health  of  the  troops  is  excellent,  although  the  sun  has  laid  up  a 
number  of  men  with  fever.  It  is  of  the  mildest  kind  and  soon 
passes  off. 

Camp  Bbni  Hissab,  tth.  October. 
We  are  now  encamped  within  a  few  miles  of  the  Bala  Hissar 
and  the  city  of  Gabul,  the  mutinous  troops  having  yesterday  been 
defeated  and  driven  from  the  heights  above  Charasia,  which 
they  bad  occupied  with  the  idea  of  barring  our  farther  advance. 
The  details  of  the  action  are  as  follows :— At  daybreak  yester- 
day morning  (October  6th)  a  strong  working  party  was  sent 
out  to  improve  the  road  through  the  Sang-i-Nawishta  defile,  but 
before  they  had  gone  two  miles  from  camp  the  cavalry  patrol  in 
advance  reported  that  the  enemy  were  in  great  strength  on  the 
hills,  and  bad  guns  in  position  commanding  the  road.  The  work- 
ing party  consisted  of  the  2Srd  Pioneers,  under  escort  of  a  wing  of 
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the  92nd  Higblaitders  and  two  gans  of  No.  2  (Swinley'B)  Moud- 
tain  Battery ;  and  upon  the  cavalry  patrols  being  fired  at  and 
foiling  back,  this  party  received  orders  to  halt  and  act  on  the  defen- 
sive. As  the  morning  advanced  it  was  seen  that  not  only  was 
the  Sang-i-Nawiehta  held  in  force,  bat  the  hills  beyond  Charasia, 
from  the  Chardeh  Valley  to  the  Logar  River,  were  crowned  with 
armed  men.  It  was  plain  that  our  further  progress  towards  Cabnl 
was  barred,  and  as  there  was  only  one  brigade  available  for  the 
attack  the  position  was  not  an  encouraging  one.  Fortunately  the 
92nd  Highlanders  had  been  detached  from  General  Macpherson's 
brigade  for  the  time  being,  and  this  gave  ns  another  British  regi- 
ment to  lall  back  upon.  Sir  Frederick  Boberts  deemed  it  wise  to 
attack  withont-delay,  as  to  remain  inactive  before  the  mntinons 
raiments  now  &tcing  him  would  probably  encourage  a  general 
tribal  rising,  and  instead  of  10,000  we  sboald  have  50,000  men  to 
deal  with.  Already  the  hills  to  right  and  left  of  the  camp  bad  a 
few  white-dad  men  upon  them,  plainly  sentinels  sent  from  the 
near  village  to  watch  the  progress  of  the  fight  and  aid  in  the  pur- 
Boit  if  oar  army  were  driven  back.  General  Macpherson  had  to 
make  his  way  from  Snfed  Sang  to  Oharaaia,  and  as  his  baggage 
train  was  seen  stretching  along  the  valley,  the  tribesmen  grew 
bolder  and  opened  a  desultory  fire  upon  the  escort.  This  was  the 
signal  for  many  men  to  join  the  sentinels  I  have  spoken  of,  on 
the  hiUs,  and  so  numerous  did  the  gaUiering  become  that  a  sqaad- 
ron  of  cavalry  waa  sent  back  to  reinforce  General  Macpherson, 
who  was  further  ordered  to  make  all  possible  haste  to  Charasia. 

tn  the  meantime  the  camp  was  astir  with  preparations  for  the 
attack  npOD  the  enemy  in  front,  and  the  men  were  full  of  enthu- 
siasm at  the  prospect  of  meeting  face  to  face  the  regiments  which 
had  brought  about  Cavagnari's  murder.  The  following  troops, 
under  the  command  of  Brigadier- General  Baker,  marched  oat  of 
camp  towards  the  village  of  Charasia  about  eleven  o'clock : — 

Four  guns  of  No.  2  Mountain  Battery,  under  Captain  G. 
Swinley,  H.A. 

Two  GatUng  gnna,  ander  Captain  A.  Broadfoot. 

7th  Company  of  Sappers  and  Miners,  under  Lieutenant  0. 
Nugent,  R.A. 

72nd  Highlanders,  under  Lieatenant-Colonel  W.  H.  J.  Clarke. 
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Six  companieB  of  the  5th  GhoorkaB,  under  Major  A,  Fitz- 
Hagh. 

200  of  the  5th  Fanjab  Infantry,  nnder  Captain  C.  McK.  Hall. 

ThiB  force  was  Btrengtheued  by  450  of  the  23rd  Pioneers,  with- 
drawn &om  the  road  leading  to  the  Sang-i-NawiBhta  defile ;  * 
while  at  the  same  time  our  right  attack  waB  also  modified.  Major 
White,  of  the  92nd  HighlanderB,  assamed  command  in  this  direc- 
tion, the  troopB  entruated  to  his  charge  being  : — 

Three  gnns,  G-8,  B.A.,  under  Major  S.  Parry,  R.A. 

Two  sqnadronB  of  cavalry,  made  np  of  detachments  of  the  9th 
Lancers,  5th  Ponjab  Cavalry,  and  12th  Bengal  Cavalry,  com- 
manded by  Major  Hammond,  5th  P.C. 

A  wing  of  the  92nd  Highlandera,  nndor  Major  Hay. 

100  men  of  the  23rd  Pioneers,  nnder  Captain  H.  Paterson. 

This  force  was  to  keep  the  enemy  in  play  at  the  Song-i-Nawishta 
by  rapid  artillery  fire,  and  so  to  distract  their  attention  that  they 
would  give  time  for  our  main  attack  to  be  delivered  on  their  right, 
where  iJiey  had  no  guns  in  position,  and  had  not  a  narrow  gorge 
to  defend.  The  old  tactics  of  turning  their  flank  and  taking  their 
main  line  in  reverse  were  to  be  followed ;  and  knowing  the  Afghan 
inability,  as  a  rule,  to  make  a  counter-attack.  General  Boberta 
weakened  his  right,  so  as  to  concentrate  a  strong  iufontry  force  for 
the  ontflanking  movement  over  the  hills  overlooking  the  Cbardeh 
Valley.  Sirdar  Nek  Mahomed  Khan  (son  of  Dost  Mahomed),  who 
was  in  command  of  the  Afghan  troops,  seemed  to  think  we  should 
make  a  determined  effort  to  force  the  Sang-i-Nawishta  Pass,  and 
he  hod  accordingly  posted  on  the  heights  overlooking  the  road 
twelve  gnns,  while  three  or  four  ArmBtrong-pattera  breech-loaders 
were  on  the  plain  below.  The  enemy's  disposition  seemed  to 
indicate  that  if  we  tried  to  force  the  Pass  their  gons  woald  have 
held  ns  in  check,  while  their  right  was  swung  round  to  take  us  in 
flank,  the  Beriee  of  ridges  which  they  covered  offering  a  good 
mauceuvring  ground  for  such  a  movement,  while  the  undulating 
plain  below,  with  its  belt  of  trees  round  about  Gharasia,  would 
have  given  excellent  cover.     The  accompanying  map  will  show  the 

■  It  ihoDld  be  noted  that  DO  c»T»li7  Mmmimiied  QcDcnl  B4ker.  A  mmibir  mistake 
««■  iD»de  on  KT«n]  otber  oceiuou  later  on.  Oar  inhntiT  Ucked  tbe  immtdiais 
■n^ort  of  eavalr;  to  uake  defeats  dedtiTt. 
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relative  positions,  and  kIso  make  clear  the  strength  of  the  defend- 
ing force  which  was  able  to  ooTer  so  mnch  gronud. 

After  leaving  the  camp,  General  Baker  made  for  the  village  of 
CharasiB,  which  consisted  of  a  nnmber  of  detached  walled  encloBnres 
anch  as  are  common  all  over  the  coontry.  There  were  nnmerons 
orchards  and  gardens  adjoining  these,  so  that  his  first  movements 
wore  well  concealed  from  the  enemy,  whose  attention  np  to  this 
point  was  directed  chiefly  to  Major  White's  movements  on  the 
Cabnl  Bosd.  Seeing  how  greatly  he  was  ontnambered,  General 
Baker  took  the  precaution  of  occnpjring  a  strong  walled  enclosaro 
on  the  ontskirts  of  Charasia,  and  here  he  placed  his  reserve 
ammonition  and  hia  field  hospital.  The  temper  of  the  riUagers 
was  so  nncertain  that  he  telegraphed  to  General  Boberts  for  ano- 
ther regiment  of  infantry  to  Btrengthen  his  reserves,  and  100 
men  of  the  6th  Punjab  Infantry  hurried  out  at  once  and  joined 
the  hospital  and  reserve  ammunition  guard.  The  remainder  of 
the  regiment  were  sent  out  soon  after,  although  this  left  the  camp 
very  weakly  guarded,  only  1,000  cavalry  and  infantry  with  six 
9-poander  gtms  being  left  at  head-quarters.  However,  as  General 
Uaepherson  was  coming  np  with  his  brigade,  the  risk  was  well 
worth  running,  aa  foilare  on  General  Baker's  part  might  have 
meant  disaster  to  the  whole  army.  The  72nd  Highlanders  led 
the  way  out  of  Charasia,  and  bidets  soon  began  to  drop  among 
their  ranks  while  the  enemy's  picquets  were  seen  to  be  retiring  np 
the  ridgea.  As  the  brigade  pushed  forward  with  the  intention  of 
outfianking  the  main  line  of  hills  lying  between  Chardeh  emd 
the  Sang-i-Nawishta,  their  progress  was  checked  by  a  strong 
position  on  their  left  front  on  which  the  Afghans  had  raised  «un- 
gaxt,  and  from  which  they  began  to  open  a  heavy  musketry 
fire.  Two  mountain  guns  replied  to  this,  and  the  72nd  extended 
in  akirmishing  order,  one  company  under  Captain  Brooke-Hunt 
taming  off  to  the  left,  while  the  main  body  of  the  regiment 
worked  away  to  the  &ont,  the  ground  affording  but  sUght  cover. 
Captain  Hunt's  company  scaled  a  hill  500  or  600  feet  high,  cUmb- 
ing  over  difficult  rocks,  which  hindered  their  rapid  advance.  The 
enemy  were  exceedingly  numerous  on  their  extreme  right,  another 
and  steeper  hill  enabling  them  to  poor  a  heavy  fire  upon  the 
eompony.     Two   more   mountain   gnns  and    the   Gatlinga  were 
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ordered  to  open  fire  upon  this  hill,  and  upon  euch  bodies  of  men 
as  were  visible  on  the  near  ridges ;  but  the  QatUnga  were  in  snch 
bad  order,  owing  to  their  defective  make,  that  aR«r  a  few  rounds 
the  drum  "jammed"  and  they  had  to  be  taken  out  of  action. 
Our  true  attack  had  now  been  recognized  b;  Nek  Mabomed  and 
he  hastened  to  reinforce  his  right ;  a  stream  of  men  was  seeu 
ponring  along  the  rearmost  ridges  from  the  direction  of  the  Sang* 
i-Nawishta,  and  standards  borne  by  ghazis  began  to  thicken  on 
onr  left.  O^eneral  Baker  lost  no  time  in  pushing  forward  part 
of  his  reserreB,  in  order  to  force  their  first  position  before  it  could 
be  strongly  reinforced.  The  6th  (rhoorkas,  and  200  men  of  the 
5th  Punjab  Infontry,  doubled  forward,  while  the  enemy's  fire 
increased  in  intensity.  Captain  Hunt's  company  was  strengthened 
by  two  companies  of  the  5th  Ghoorkas,  under  Captain  John  Cook, 
V.C.;  while  two  more  companies  of  Ghoorkas  and  200  of  the 
5th  P.I.  joined  the  advanced  Bkirmiahers  of  the  72nd  in  the  main 
attack.  The  skirmishing  line  was  thus  extended  so  as  to  outflank 
the  left  of  the  ridge,  which  the  Afghans  still  clung  to  with  great 
obstinacy,  as  it  was  the  key  of  the  position  on  their  right  flank. 
This  was  at  1.30  p.m.,  when  our  troops  had  been  engaged  for  an 
hour  and  a  half  without  having  made  much  impression  upon  the 
enemy.  With  the  strengthening  of  our  advance  success  was  soon 
declared :  the  hill  on  the  extreme  left,  from  which  a  flanking  flre 
had  been  directed  on  oar  skirmishers,  was  carried  in  splendid  style 
by  the  company  of  the  72iid  and  the  two  companies  of  the  5th 
Ghoorkas,  while  the  other  companies  of  the  two  regiments,  by  a 
series  of  gallant  rushes,  turned  the  enemy's  left.  At  two  o'clock  onr 
advanced  line  was  enabled  to  direct  a  cross  fire  upon  the  2,000  men 
who  held  the  ridge,  and  who  now  showed  symptoms  of  wavering. 
A  general  advance  was  ordered,  and  the  72nd,  5th  Ghoorkas,  and 
6th  P.I.  were  in  a  few  minutes  in  possession  of  the  Afghans'  first 
line.  Bnt  not  without  loss,  for  the  enemy  were  chiefly  armed  with 
Snider  and  Enfield  rifles,  and  their  fire  was  rapid  and  continnous. 
Fortunately  they  had  so  little  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  mus- 
ketry that  their  bullets  mostly  passed  over  our  men's  heada  as  the 
rush  uphill  was  made.  The  72nd  Highlanders  bore  the  brant  of  the 
fighting,  and  their  casualties  amounted  to  thirty-six.  They  had 
on  several  occasions  to  crosaopen ground,  and  in  spite  of  the  exposure 
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they  rashed  Forward  with  aneZanthatcotildDothaTe  been  surpassed. 
Private  MacMahon,  one  of  their  number,  particularly  diBtinguiahed 
himBelf  on  the  left.  Almost  single-handed  he  scaled  a  hill  on 
the  crest  of  which  was  a  aungar  filled  with  men  :  loading  and  firing 
as  he  went,  his  coolness  incited  four  or  five  Ohoorkas  to  follow 
him ;  and  when  he  finally  leaped  into  the  anngar  its  defenders 
took  to  flight  and  were  shot  down  as  they  ran.  MacMahon  ia 
to  be  recommended  by  General  Baker  for  the  Victoria  Cross, 
his  gallantry  having  been  observed  by  the  Oeneral  and  his  Stafi* 
OS  well  as  by  the  officers  engaged  in  the  attack.  It  was  such 
incidents  as  these  which  caused  General  Baker  to  express  his 
great  satie&ction  with  the  behaTioar  of  the  troops  nnder  his 
command. 

After  their  first  position  had  fallen  into  onr  hands,  the  enemy 
rallied  on  some  low  hills  600  yards  in  rear  and  re-opened  fire,  to 
which  oar  moantain  gans  replied,  while  our  men  were  resting  on 
their  arms.  A  company  of  the  2Srd  Pioneers,  under  Lieutenant 
Chesney,  was  thrown  forward  on  the  right,  while  two  companies  of 
the  92nd,  nnder  Captain  Oxley,  which  Major  White  had  detached 
to  hold  is  check  any  flankiiig  moTement  the  enemy  might  attempt 
on  General  Baker's  right,  also  came  into  action.  The  enemy's 
second  position  was  attacked  by  the  72nd  nighlanders  and  tiie 
5th  Ghoorkas,  aided  by  the  three  companies  just  mentioned,  and 
at  three  o'clock  the  Afghan  right  had  been  broken  up,  and  their 
regiments  were  fiying  towards  the  village  of  Indikee.  The  moun- 
tain gans  fired  shrapnel  into  their  midst,  and  the  Gatling  gons, 
for  the  few  moments  they  were  able  to  work,  also  did  some 
execution,  while  volleys  from  the  72nd  at  long  ranges  caused  the 
fogitives  to  hasten  their  flight.  Major  Stockwell,  with  a  wing  of 
the  72nd,  followed  them  rapidly  until  be  reached  the  open  ground 
leading  down  into  the  Chardeh  Valley,  when  his  further  advance 
was  stopped  by  General  Baker,  as  the  turning  movement  along  the 
ridge  towards  the  San g-i-Na wish ta  had  to  be  made.  The  want  of 
cavalry  was  here  painfully  apparent,  as  the  retreating  masses  of 
the  Afghans  could  easily  have  been  overtaken,  the  sloping  ground 
between  Indikee  and  the  hills  being  admirably  suited  for  a  pnrBuit. 
While  Major  Stockwell  had  thus  been  completing  the  defeat  of 
the  enemy's  right,  two  companies  of  the  28rd  Pioneers  had  gained 
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a  footing  on  the  main  ridge  itaelf,  whence  the  enemj  were  rapidly 
retiring  as  the;  recognized  that  their  line  would  in  a  few 
minntea  be  taken  in  reverse.  General  Baker  swang  round  his 
left,  ordered  a  general  advance,  and  at  3.45  p.if.  the  ridge  waa  in 
our  hande  wiUiout  any  seriona  opposition  having  been  met  with. 
Not  that  they  had  not  shown  great  determination  before,  for 
bands  of  ghazis  had  made  good  their  footing  behind  the 
»\Lvgar«  until  oar  bayonets  had  forced  them  down.  The  5th 
Ghoorkas  were  charged  by  a  namber  of  these  madmen,  but  they 
met  the  rash  by  a  counter  bayonet  charge  and  cleared  all  before 
them. 

Leaving  Gteneral  Baker  with  the  main  body  of  his  force  sweeping 
over  the  high  ridge  in  the  direction  of  the  Sang-i-Nawishta  Gorge, 
I  must  turn  now  to  Major  White's  movements  on  our  right,  whero 
had  been  done  one  of  tiie  most  gallant  feats  of  the  day.  The 
feint  in  this  direction  had  been  turned  into  a  snccessfol  attack, 
resulting  in  the  capture  of  twenty  guns,  although  oar  infantry 
numbered  only  a  few  hundreds,  and  our  cavalry  were  unable  to 
act.  Skirting  the  east  of  Charasia,  Major  White  found  the  enemy 
scattered  about  among  the  trees,  and  also  holding  the  bills  to 
right  and  left  of  the  defile.  The  three  guns  of  G-8  were  soon  in 
action,  and  a  few  shells  well  placed,  with  the  fire  of  skirmishers 
thrown  out  among  the  trees  and  gardens,  drove  back  the  more 
venturesome  of  the  enemy  to  the  shelter  of  the  sunc^are  in  the 
hills,  and  behind  some  boulders  in  the  bed  of  the  Pass.  Our 
guns  were  then  moved  forward  and  made  beautiful  practice,  the 
answering  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery  being  quite  harmless. 
One  of  our  shells  struck  an  Afghan  field-piece,  dismounted  it, 
and  killed  two  of  the  horses  standing  near,  while  another  struck 
a  standard  in  a  cluster  of  men.  In  fact,  the  103  rounds  fired  by 
G-8  were  of  the  greatest  value  in  preparing  the  way  for  the 
infantry  attack.  This  attack  was  led  personally  by  Major  White, 
who  at  the  head  of  only  fifty  Highlanders  charged  the  first  hill 
on  the  right,  where  several  hundred  Afghans  were  posted.  Our 
men  went  up  with  a  rush  under  a  severe  musketry  fire,  and  the 
enemy  waited  as  if  to  receive  them  at  the(  point  of  the  bayonet. 
With  such  odds  in  their  favour,  and  a  mngar  to  aid  them, 
European  troops  would  have   swept   back   the   handful  of  men 


D,g,t7„lb,.GOOgIC 


The  Story  of  "White's  HilL"  35 

attacking  with  scarcely  an  effort ;  bat  A%baD  courage  aud  eteadi- 
nesB  are  very  limited.  When  the  Highlaoders  w^  within  five  or 
six  jardB  of  the  tum^ar  the  enemy  tamed  and  fled,  and  were  shot 
in  the  back  as  they  made  for  the  next  hill.  The  ancceaa  thns 
gained  was  mainly  due  to  Major  White's  personal  gallantry,  one 
striking  instance  of  which  may  be  quoted.  Not  caring  to  expose 
his  men  in  a  particalarly  steep  bit  of  ground,  which  was  enfiladed 
by  a  few  Afghans  well  placed  in  rear  of  Bome  rocks,  he  took  a 
loaded  rifle  from  one  of  the  Highlanders  and  "stalked"  the 
enemy  single-handed.  By  cautions  climbing  he  reached  the  rocks 
behind  which  they  were  concealed,  and  as  he  showed  himself  tbey 
jumped  up  and  ran,  no  doubt  in  the  full  belief  that  the  single 
figure  they  saw  was  only  the  leader  of  a  number  of  others.  One 
m&n  stayed  to  fire,  but  missed  his  aim,  and  as  he  turned  Major 
White  ^ot  him  through  the  head.  Unfortunately,  he  had  no 
more  cartridges  with  him,  or  some  of  the  others  would  have 
fallen.  This  hill  is  to  be  called  "  White's  Hill "  in  memory  of  his 
gallantry.  The  capture  of  this  pMUt  enabled  the  guns  to  be 
sdranced  still  further  towards  the  entrance  of  the  Pass,  bat  Major 
Mliite  was  not  content.  Haring  given  his  men  breathing  time, 
and  being  reinforced  by  another  fifty  men  &om  below,  he  again 
went  forward  and  captured  two  lower  hills  on  the  right,  in  tho 
same  grand  style,  and  with  only  trifling  loss.  It  was  by  these 
moTements  that  he  was  able  to  send  Captain  Oxley  with  two  com- 
panies well  to  the  left,  to  co-operate  with  Oeneral  Baker's  Brigade. 
Six  Armstrong  guns  fell  into  Major  White's  hands  on  the  open 
ground  below  the  hills ;  and  when  our  turning  movement  in  the 
Chardeh  direction  had  been  completed,  and  the  enemy  began  to 
eracoate  the  main  ridge,  the  cavalry  were  sent  forward,  and  the 
inCantry  occupied  the  hills  commanding  the  Sang-i-Nawishta  Pass 
on  the  left.  Here  twelve  more  guns  were  captured  in  position, 
while  the  cavalry  found  two  more  abandoned  on  the  road.  The 
twenty  gons  brought  out  from  Sberpur,  therefore,  to  fortify  the 
Pass  have  all  &llen  into  our  bands.  Upon  Major  White  gaining 
the  ridge  to  the  left  he  could  see  no  further  sign  of  the  enemy, 
who  had  stampeded  to  the  Bala  Hiasar.  The  cavalry  could  not 
follow  as  the  Pass  narrows,  and  the  narrow  paths  beyond  are  not 
adapted  for  a  body  of  horse  charging.     Our  information  was  to 
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tbe  contrsry,  it  being  stated  that  the  road  opened  into  a  plain, 
and  our  oavalry  being  accordingly  Bent  to  the  right  to  out  off  the 
retreat  of  the  enemy  when  driTen  towards  Cabnl  by  General 
Baker.  As  events  ocourred,  the  two  Bquadrone  voald  have  been 
invslnable  if  they  had  accompanied  the  General.  The  progroBs  of 
the  brigade  along  the  main  ridge  was  very  Blow,  as  the  gronnd 
waa  ragged  and  difficnlt ;  and  it  was  not  until  nightfall  that  a 
jnnction  was  effected  with  Major  White.  The  23rd  Pioneers  and 
the  5lh  P.I.  moved  down  into  an  open  bit  of  gtonnd  beyond  the 
Paaa,  while  the  72nd  Highlanders,  the  Ghoorkaa,  and  mountain 
guna  remained  above,  thiowing  out  strong  picquets  over  the  range 
of  hills.  Major  White's  force  bivouacked  on  the  ground  they  had 
occupied  when  their  last  movement  was  made. 

It  is  worth  mentioning  that  two  elephants,  three  camels,  and 
200  mules  carrying  stores,  &c,,  were  safely  piloted  over  the 
precipitous  hills  which  were  taken,  and  the  men  were  thus  able  to 
bivouac  in  comfort.  Not  the  least  important  arrangement  of  the 
day  vas  that  of  signalling.  Captain  Straton  had  parties  of  men 
with  General  Baker  and  Major  White,  and  a  third  batch  of 
signallers  was  sent  to  a  high  hill  to  watch  the  Chardeh  Valley, 
and  the  movements  of  large  bodies  of  tribesmen,  who  lined  the 
crests  of  the  range  overlooking  the  camp  from  the  west.  Helio- 
grams  were  exchnnged  between  these  points  and  the  head-qnarters 
camp,  and  General  Roberts  was  kept  fully  informed  of  all  that 
was  happening  in  these  directions.  This  focussiBg  of  all  inform- 
ation upon  a  common  centre  enabled  the  General  to  make  his 
dispositions  with  accuracy  and  effect:  without  the  signallers 
dangerous  delays  might  have  occurred.  The  heliographing  was 
80  thoroughly  well  done  that  Sir  F.  Roberts  complimented  Captain 
Straton  personally  on  the  success  of  his  arrangements.  The  only 
drawback  was  a  suocesBion  of  small  sand  storms,  which  swept 
across  the  oamp  and  blotted  out  everything  for  the  time  being. 

The  attitude  of  the  tribesmen  in  our  immediate  neighbourhood, 
i.e.,  on  the  ranges  of  hills  east  and  west  of  the  camp,  was  one  of 
expectancy  modified  by  an  earnest  desire  to  harass  our  picquets  by 
spasmodic  firing.  Their  ill-will  was  first  shown  by  firing  upon 
the  signallers  on  the  hill,  and  the  party  had  eventually  to  be  with- 
drawn.    Two    guns   were  sent  down  and  a  few  shells  pitched 
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upwards,  which  cansed  these  gnerUIas  to  withdraw  to  a  safe  dis- 
tance. The  convoy  from  our  last  camp  at  Sufed  Sang,  Zahidabad, 
was  also  fired  apon,  and  General  Macpherson  had  to  throw  out 
skirmishers  to  protect  his  baggage  animals.  At  least  some  hun- 
dred men  appeared  on  a  high  peak  to  the  east  of  the  camp,  and 
fired  upon  a  picquet  of  the  92Dd  who  were  on  a  lower  level.  A 
brisk  Sre  was  kept  op  for  some  time,  and  the  enemy  driven  off  to 
higher  ground.*  As  they  re-opened  fire  the  B.H.A.  were 
ordered  to  try  a  shot  at  the  peak.  The  first  shell  dropped  a  little 
short,  but  the  second  burst  on  the  point  occupied,  and  the  next 
instant  it  was  quite  clear,  its  late  occupants  running  in  disorder 
into  the  valley  beyond.  There  were  several  of  the  Amir's  soldiers 
amoDg  them,  still  wearing  bis  aniform.  The  camp  after  this  was 
left  undisturbed :  tents  were  struck  at  sanset  in  readiness  for  the 
early  morning  march  which  it  had  been  decided  to  make  to  Beni- 
Hiflsar,  jnst  beyond  the  Sang-i-Nawiehta  Pass. 

The  enemy  are  believed,  in  this  action,  to  have  had  9,000  or  10,000 
men  on  the  ridges,  including  thirteen  regiments  of  regulars.  They 
left  800  dead  ou  the  field,  bat  their  total  lose  in  killed  and  wounded 
mast  have  been  much  greater.  Our  loss  waa  twenty  killed  and  sixty- 
sevenf  wounded,  among  the  latter  being  Lieuteoaat  Fergasson, 
72nd  Highlanders,  ballet  contusion,  left  leg,  slight ;  Dr.  Duncan, 
23rd  Pioneers,  bullet  wound  in  the  cheat,  severe ;  and  Captain 
Young,  5th  Punjab  Infantry,  bullet  wound  in  left  thigh,  severe. 
Of  the  British  Infantry  regiments  the  72nd  lost  three  killed  and 
thirty-four  wounded ;  and  the  92Dd  three  killed  and  six  wounded. 
Among  our  camp  followers  five  dhoolie-bearers  were  killed  and  foar 
wounded,  returns  which  show  that  the  kahara  were  well  under  fire 
in  carrjing  off  the  injured. 

*  A>  I  hkTii,  perbapi,  acarcelj  done  jutice  to  tliis  incident  in  mj  latter,  I  now  qnote 
thaQeaeral'ideapaUhoDthBiabjeot :  —  "  One  partj,  bolder  thitn  tbercat,  eansed  so  much 
■Bnoyuiaii  to  a  pieqaet  of  the  B2iid  BigUandan,  tbat  it  bNuns  neosoair  to  diilodge 
tfaem,  *nd  tliu  diffienlt  mrice  "u  performed  in  a  mot  galUnt  mianer  bj  k  dnall  p&rtj 
of  the  fSrid  nnder  LieatcnoDt  S.  A.  Qnnt.  Coloar-Sergaant  Hector  Maodonald,  ft 
DOD-eommiHioDed  officer,  whoee  exeellentuidBkiltiil  management  of  s  noftll  deticfauent 
vbeD  oppowd  to  imBeDBcl;  uperior  Dombcn  in  the  Hanra-Darnkht  deSle,  vm  meo- 
tiooed  in  my  despatch  ot  the  15th  initut,  here  igiin  dutiDgiiiihrd  himiell,"  Colour- 
Setgeuit  HacdoBald  ifiervarda  receiTed  i  oommisaion  in  the  92l)d. 

t  Seren  of  the  iroDnded  men  afterward*  died. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Sffeot  of  tha  AcUon  of  Chiiuio — AdTuoe  to  Btni  Hinar — Cftrslr;  BceoDnuBajice — 
The  Bftia  HUwr  Deserted— Ths  Bhcrpor  UsAuiaa  Blawa  np— Attitude  of  tba 
Amii^OperHtioDB  of  the  Sth  ud  9th  of  October— Captare  of  Shcrpur  Canton- 
meuta— The  ASkir  of  the  ABinii  Heighti— CaTmlrj  FuTanit  tow&rdg  Qhuni— The 
Force  moTS*  to  SUh  Sung — Leaden  of  tbs  UntiDoiu  BegimenU. 

Caup  Bbni  Hibsar,  %th  October. 
There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  action  at  Charaeia  has  broken 
up  the  combinations  against  UB,  and  that  Cabul  is  now  at  onr 
mercy.  It  cannot  be  too  full;  borae  in  mind  that,  bat  for  the 
promptness  with  which  General  Boberts  decided  to  attack,  instead 
of  allowing  the  enemy  to  gather  Btrength  b;  our  own  inaction, 
aerioua  conseqaences  might  have  ensued  to  our  compact  little  army 
now  within  three  or  four  miles  of  the  Bala  Hissar.  Not  that  defeat 
was  to  be  feared  in  any  sense  of  the  term,  but  that  the  sUghtest  hesita- 
tion or  check  in  our  advance  would  have  raised  against  ua  crowds  of 
enemies  whom  we  should  have  had  to  deal  with  in,  perhaps,  as 
difficult  a  country  as  could  be  fonght  over.  It  was  a  bold  bid  for 
all  doubtful  and  waTcring  hearts  to  join  them — this  move  of  the 
mutinous  regiments  seven  or  eight  miles  out  of  Cabal  right  across 
our  path ;  and  if  they  had  been  allowed  to  hold  the  hills  even  for 
twenty-four  hours,  there  can  scarcely  be  a  doubt  that  their  numbers 
woold  have  been  doubled,  and  our  loss  in  dislodging  them  propor- 
tionately greater  than  that  which  even  now  we  have  suffered. 

I  have  described  the  position  of  oar  camp  at  Charasia  in  my 
last  letter,  and  &om  this  it  would  be  seen  that  our  best  route  to 
Cabal  was  by  way  of  the  Sang-i-Nawishta  defile  on  our  right  front. 
At  daybreak  yesterday  we  moved  out  of  Charasia  camp,  and  at  the 
mouth  of  the  defile  Sir  F.  Roberts  was  met  by  Major  White,  who 
explained  the  positions  occupied  by  the  enemy,  and  the  action  he 
had  taken  in  dislodging  tbem.  The  General  congratulated  him 
heartily  on  his  success,  and  then  passed  on  to  where  General 
Baker  had  bivouacked  at  the  northern  end  of  the  defile.  High 
hills  shut  in  the  road  on  either  hand,  the  Logar  River,  hero  a 
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deep  stream,  also  ranning  to  the  right  of  the  path,  which  at  times 
is  very  rough.  Two  or  three  men  had  hidden  themselves  behind 
rocks  on  the  steep  hillsides  to  the  east,  and  the;  now  fired  down 
as  the  troops  filed  along.  Their  shots  were  wide  of  the  mark, 
and  our  men  firing  freel;  back  soon  sUeDced  them.  Bounding  the 
comer  of  the  hill  on  onr  left,  we  came  npon  General  Baker's 
bivonackiog  ground,  and  here  followed  more  congratulations ;  Sir 
F.  Boberts  hearing  in  detail  &om  hie  Brigadier  an  acoonnt  of  the 
action  opon  the  soccess  of  which  bo  much  bad  depended.  General 
Baker  with  his  brigade  was  left  to  keep  open  the  Pass  while  the 
baggage  and  stores  were  passing  through,  and  he  remained  there 
until  this  morning,  by  which  time  the  ground  at  Charasia  had 
been  cleared. 

In  the  next  three  miles  to  Beni  HisBar  the  road  runs  among 
rich  corn-fields,  irrigated  by  the  diversion  of  the  stream,  and  the 
roDte  to  the  Bala  Hissar  was  followed  by  our  troops  until  the 
ground  fixed  upon  for  the  camp  wasreached.  This  was  j set  under 
the  walls  of  some  gardens  belonging  to  the  Amir  and  his  Mua- 
taafi  (Minister  of  Finance),  where  water  was  plentiful  and  trees 
afforded  shade.  While  the  infantry  were  marching  in.  General 
Massy  went  forward  with  the  cavalry  through  Beni  Hissar  village 
and  into  the  fields  beyond.  The  hills  to  the  left  shut  out  for  a 
mile  a  view  of  Cabul,  but  after  ten  minutes'  riding  the  Cabul  plain 
was  reached,  and  before  os  was  the  Bala  Hissar  and  the  fortified 
ridge  mnning  upwards  and  commanding  it.  The  heights  were 
crowned  by  a  wall  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  high,  and  the  line  of 
fortification  could  be  seen  following  the  sky-line,  until  the  hill 
dipped  down  to  the  bed  of  the  Cabul  Biver  to  the  north  of  the 
city.  Again,  the  ridge  rising  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  pre- 
sented a  Bimilftr  sight,  the  zig-zag  wall  being  apparently  endless. 
Our  videttes  rode  out  well  towards  the  Bala  Hissar,  and,  accom- 
panying them,  I  bad  a  good  view  of  the  fortifications,  but  could 
not  see  a  single  soldier  lining  the  walls.  All  was  deserted,  and 
we  knew  that  the  mutineers,  if  they  meant  fighting,  were  not 
foolish  enough  to  allow  themselves  to  he  caught  in  a  trap  such  aa 
the  Bala  Hissar  would  have  proved.  The  small  portion  of  the 
city  that  coold  be  seen  also  lay  as  if  abandoned  by  the  inhabitants, 
and  we  made  np  onr  minds  that  the  fortified  camp  at  Sberpur, 
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lying  over  the  low  Siah  SuDg  IuUb  vliicL  blocked  onr  view  to  the 
north-east,  was  the  position  taken  np  by  the  enemy  for  a  final 
straggle  with  ont  force.  The  plain  on  which  our  caTalry  recon- 
noitred was  all  under  cultivation,  rich  fields  of  clover  and  lucerne 
reheving  the  general  browaness  of  the  land,  the  crops  of  which 
had  been  lately  reaped.  Cultivation  extended  as  far  as  the  eye 
conid  reach  on  the  right,  while  on  all  other  sides  high  hills  blocked 
the  view,  the  gigantic  Hindu  Kush  lying  away  in  the  distance  to 
the  north,  keeping  sentinel  over  AfghaniBtan  as  impassively  as  the 
Himalayas  look  down  upon  Hindnstan. 

We  returned  to  camp  to  speculate  npon  the  chances  of  further 
fighting,  and  in  the  afternoon  we  had  to  listen  to  the  many  stories 
brought  in  by  local  friends  of  the  Amir  and  merchants  from 
Cabal,  who  came  to  pay  their  respects  to  Sir  Frederick  Roberts. 
In  the  evening  the  firing  of  heavy  guns  was  heard  in  the  direction 
of  Sherpur,  and  it  was  surmised  that  the  rebels  were  marking 
oat  ranges ;  but  when  a  tremendous  explosion  succeeded  it  soon 
became  known  that  the  magazine  at  their  fortified  camp  had 
been  blown  up,  and  it  was  then  concluded  that  they  were  discharg- 
ing gnus  before  abandoning  them.  Accordingly  this  morning  we 
are  not  astonished  to  hear  that  Sherpur  Camp  is  deserted,  and  a 
force  of  cavalry  is  now  going  out  under  General  Massy  in  search 
of  the  enemy.  This  force  I  am  accompanying,  as  it  is  most  prob- 
able some  of  the  fugitives — if  the  regiments  have  really  decamped 
— will  be  overtaken.  To-morrow  we  move  camp  to  the  Siah  Sung 
ridge  directly  overlooking  Cabal. 

The  attitude  of  the  Amir  is  not  altogether  satisfactory,  and  he 
is  plainly  afraid  that  the  soldiery  will  make  a  stand  in  the  city, 
and  that  Cabul  will  be  stormed  and  destroyed  by  onr  army.  He 
assured  us  that  we  should  not  meet  with  any  resistance  at  Charasia, 
and  yet  it  is  now  believed  that  Nek  Mahomed  visited  him  in  our 
camp,  told  him  of  the  force  ready  to  fight,  and  appealed  to  him 
to  desert  the  British  and  head  a  national  rising.  All  Yakub  Khan 
vouchsafed  to  tell  the  General  was  that  the  Bala  Hissar  was 
no  longer  in  the  possession  of  people  whom  he  could  trust,  and 
that  his  own  family  had  been  moved  into  the  city.  He  now  con- 
fidently explains  that  the  mutinous  regiments  have  dispersed,  and 
that  we  have  nothing  more  to  expect  in  the  way  of  opposition. 
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Caup  Suh  Suno,  lOtA  October, 
The  force  of  caTalry  sent  under  General  Maasy  on  the  8tli 
instant,  to  cat  off  the  retreat  of  the  enemy,  who  was  said  to 
have  abandoned  Sherpar  entrenched  camp  after  blowing  Dp  the 
magazine  on  the  prenous  evening,  was  made  np  as  follows  : — 102 
men  of  the  9th  Lancers,  140  of  the  6th  Punjab  Cavalry,  260  of  the 
12tb  Bengal  Cavalry,  and  220  of  the  14th  Bengal  LancerB,-~^in 
all  722  Itmces  and  sabres.  I  accompanied  this  force,  which  left 
Beni-Hissar  camp  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  passed  through 
the  village  adjoining,  and  then  took  its  way  across  the  Cabul  plain 
(leaving  the  Bala  Hissar  and  the  city  on  the  left)  to  the  Siah 
Sang  ridge,  on  which  we  are  now  encamped.  This  was  easy  going 
for  the  horses,  who  were  pushed  on  rapidly  until  the  ridge  was 
crested  on  the  extreme  right,  and  a  gradaal  descent  led  us  towards 
Sherpur.  Soon  the  level  plain  lying  north  of  Cabul  was  reached, 
and  rich  cultivation  was  passed  through,  the  ground  being  every- 
where intersected  by  waterconrses  and  irrigation  channels.  The 
Cabal  river,  at  this  season  a  shallow  streamlet  only  a  few  yards 
broad,  was  crossed,  and  on  our  right,  at  a  few  hundred  yards'  dis- 
tance, was  the  long  line  of  wall,  with  bastions  for  heavy  gans  at 
regular  intervals,  which  marked  the  forti&ed  camp  of  which  we 
had  heard  so  much.  Oar  scouts  found  it  quite  deserted,  and  their 
first  prize  was  a  heavy  gun  which  had  been  dragged  some  distance 
across  the  fields,  no  doubt  with  the  intention  of  using  it  in  another 
position.  There  were  no  gona  at  the  embrasures  in  the  bastioos; 
but  General  Massy  had  the  good  lack  to  find  seventy-five  pieces  of 
various  cahbre  parked  within  the  walls.  These  guns  were  in  very 
good  order,  but  little  damage  having  been  done  to  them.  There 
was  not  much  ammunition  left  with  them,  the  Afghan  troops 
having  carried  off  a  large  quantity ;  while  the  magazine  itself  had 
been  blown  ap  to  prevent  the  remainder  falling  into  our  hands. 
The  guns  included  four  English  18-pounders,  one  English  8-inoh 
howitzer,  and  two  Afghan  imitations  of  this  weapon ;  and  forty- 
two  bronze  moantain  gona  (S-poandets)  with  part  of  their  equip- 
ment. 

This  fortified  camp  of  Sherpar  is  built  at  the  base  of  the  low, 
stony  Bemani  hills,  running  for  about  two  miles  at  a  slight  angle 
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to  the  general  direction  of  the  plain  itaelf.  It  has  only  thi-ee 
sideB  fortified,  the  hill  in  rear  being  quite  snfficient  to  shield  it 
from  attack  in  that  quarter,  as  an  open  plain  stretches  away  to 
the  hills  of  the  Koh-Daman  and  Kobiatan.  The  main  wall  is 
abont  a  mile  and  a  half  long,  with  tbi-ee  strongly-gaarded  entrance- 
gates,  and  &om  each  extremity  the  fortification  is  carried  at  right 
angles  till  it  reaches  the  ridge  in  the  rear.  There  is  a  fourth 
gateway  on  the  western  flank.  The  plan  followed  tbtonghoat 
is  a  thick  mud  waU  (26  feet  in  height)  built  with  bastions  for 
gnns,  and  a  low  parapet  to  shield  troops  manning  the  outer 
wall.  The  entrance-gates  are  lofty  structures,  with  comfortable 
qnarters  on  either  side  for  officers,  and  are  so  wide  that  fonr 
or  five  men  coold  ride  throngh  them  abreast.  They  are  each 
defended  by  a  curtain  built  in  the  same  way  as  the  enter  wall. 
Inside  the  cantoument  is  an  open  space  qnite  clear  of  buildings, 
exactly  answering  to  an  English  barrack-sqnare,  and  on  this 
20,000  men  might  be  paraded  with  room  to  spare.  To  the  right, 
on  the  hillside,  is  the  small  village  of  Bemam,  with  the  asnal 
flat-roofed  houses,  burnt  brown  by  the  snn,  and  with  bat  httle 
sign  of  life  in  it.  The  novel  feature  in  this  cantonment  is  the 
arrangement  of  the  barrack-rooms.  At  about  20  feet  from  the 
onter  wall,  and  parallel  to  it,  is  built  a  range  of  rooms,  extending 
along  the  three  sides  of  the  place.  Each  room  would  hold  at  a 
pinch  twenty  men,  and  there  are  some  hundreds  of  these  dor- 
mitories, which  are  snug  enough  even  for  a  variable  climate  such 
as  this.  Along  their  front  is  a  narrow  verandah-like  space,  pucca 
brick  pillars  and  arches  supporting  the  flat  mud  roof,  which  rests 
on  strong  beams  and  unhewn  poles.  This  arrangement  has  a 
very  pleasing  effect  when  viewed  from  within  the  cantonment,  the 
regularity  of  the  arches  and  their  supports  grouped  in  threes 
before  each  room,  with  a  wider  span  then  following,  giving  the 
appearance  of  a  long  colonnade.  Broad  staircases  lead  at  certain 
intervals  to  the  roof  of  the  barracks,  which  wonld  give  a  second 
line  of  musketry  fire  in  resisting  any  attempt  to  storm.  Open 
spaces  are  left  at  rare  intervals  between  the  rooms  to  admit  of  the 
passage  of  men  and  guns  to  the  outer  wall.  Altogether  this 
fortified  camp  coold,  if  properly  victualled  and  garrisoned,  be 
defended   for    an    indefinite   period    against    any    force   without 
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artillery.  The  water-supply  is  from  streams  diTerted  from  the 
fields  and  carried  by  low  ealverts  nndemeath  the  walls ;  bat 
if  this  were  cut  off,  wells,  no  doubt,  could  be  sank  to  supply  the 
deficiency.  From  the  abeeiice  of  trees  and  the  utter  barrenuesa 
of  the  space  enclosed  by  the  walls,  with  the  stony  hills  in  the  rear, 
the  place  mnst  be  iusufferably  hot  in  summer,  though  at  this 
time  of  the  year  it  would  be  much  better  than  tents.  When 
oar  cavalry  rode  throogh  the  gates  into  the  middle  of  the  can- 
tonment there  was  no  sign  of  an  enemy,  and  it  must  have 
been  deserted  many  hoars  before.  A  few  cartridge  papers  were 
lying  abont,  and  the  rude  fireplaces  of  the  men  were  still 
black  with  smoke;  but  beyond  this  nothing  could  be  seen.  In 
one  or  two  places  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  burn  the  bar- 
raeks  down,  bat  the  fire  had  not  obtained  sufficient  power  over 
the  timbers  for  this  to  be  accomplished.  Doors  and  loose  wood- 
work had  been  looted  by  villagers,  who  claimed  to  have  pnt 
the  fire  out ;  bat  their  story  was  a  very  questionable  one. 
People  were  passing  freely  through  the  place  as  we  entered,  bat 
they  did  not  show  much  interest  in  our  proceedings.  In  the 
north-west  corner  the  wall  had  been  partly  blown  down,  and  the 
rains  of  the  magazine  were  strewn  in  every  direction. 

It  was  upon  arriving  opposite  Sberpnr  Cantonment  that  we 
sighted  the  enemy  ;  the  Asmai  Heights  to  the  left,  overlooking  the 
old  Afghan  quarter  of  Gabul,  being  crowded  with  men.  We  were 
3,000  or  4,000  yards  away,  and  at  that  distance  they  did  not  con* 
nder  us  worth  a  shot,  though  their  guns  could  be  distinctly  seen. 
A  halt  was  called,  the  cavalry  forming  up  at  the  farther  end  of 
the  cantonment;  while  General  Massy  heliographed  back  to  Sir 
F.  Boberts  the  news  of  the  enemy  having  been  foand  occupying 
a  position  of  strength.  We  were  told,  in  reply,  that  General 
Baker  was  leaving  Beni  Hissar  with  infantry  to  attack  the  heights, 
and  we  accordingly  hurried  on,  skirting  the  hills  and  passing 
throogh  grain-fields  and  meadows,  with  here  and  there  a  country 
TiUa  in  its  fertile  garden  earrounded  by  huge  walls.  Our  object 
was  to  reach  a  break  in  the  hills  and  to  pass  over  into  the  Ghardeh 
Valley,  so  as  to  cut  off  the  enemy  from  taking  the  road  which 
leads  to  Ghazni,  Bamian,  and  Tarkistau.  We  worked  round 
almost  on  the  arc  of  a  circle,  of  which  Cabul  might  be  the  centre. 
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keeplDg  the  ridge  occapied  by  the  enem;  at  first  on  our  left  rear, 
then  on  onr  left,  and,  finally,  on  our  left  front,  when  we  galloped 
through  the  break  we  had  been  making  for,  near  the  village  of 
Aoshahr,  and  faced  round  towards  Cabnl  itself.  The  rich  Chardeli 
Valley  wbb  all  before  as,  and  we  passed  down  into  it,  and  could 
then  see  the  disposition  of  the  men  General  Baker  was  to  attack. 
We  had  learned  that  they  nombered  three  regiments  and  had 
eleven  guns  in  position,  and  this  information  was  fairly  acourate. 
They  had  2,000  regulars,  besides  700  or  800  untrained  men  who 
bad  joined  them,  and  had  twelve  guns.  Videttea  were  thrown  out 
light  across  the  plain,  and  a  rapid  reconnaissance  made.  An  old 
ressaldar  of  Fane's  Horse,  who  was  accompanying  us  as  guide, 
stated  that  three  roads  led  from  the  valley  and  united  to  form  the 
chief  road  to  Bamian.  The  5th  P.O.  were  accordingly  sent  well 
on  to  the  right  to  block  the  road  there ;  two  squadrons  were  sent 
back  into  Sherpnr  plain  to  watch  a  path  leading  down  from  the 
hills  in  that  direction  ;  another  squadron  returned  a  mile  and  a 
half  to  Aoshahr,  so  as  to  prevent  the  fngitives  escaping  along  the 
crest  of  the  hills  down  the  dip  we  had  passed  through ;  while  the 
tieneral  and  Staff  remained  in  the  open  with  the  rest  of  the 
cavalry,  including  the  9th  Lancers.  We  had  mounted  signallers 
with  ns,  and  helic^p^phic  communication  was  opened  with  the 
high  Takht-i-Shah  Peak  overlooking  the  Bala  Hissar  Ridge. 
Captain  Straton  thence  signalled  down  that  the  enemy's  working 
parties  had  been  strengthening  their  aangar  on  the  Asmai  Hill, 
and  that  some  of  General  Baker's  troops  were  on  the  same  side 
of  the  ridge  as  ourselves.  We  coald  see  the  enemy  distinctly  on 
the  hillside,  and  at  its  foot  was  their  camp,  made  up  of  forty  or  fifty 
tents.  These  were  dose  to  the  village  of  Debmazung,  half-hidden 
hy  orchards,  and  a  gnn  was  slned  round  and  pointed  at  as  as  soon 
as  we  appeared.  The  9th  Lancers  withdrew  1,000  yards  just  as 
the  enemy  fired  a  few  shells  at  out  videttes.  The  shells  buried 
themselves  in  the  soft  ground  and  never  exploded.  We  could  not 
push  farther  forward,  as  deep  watercourses  cat  up  the  fields  at 
every  few  score  yards,  and  the  rows  of  closely  planted  willow-trees 
along  these  would  have  broken  any  cavalry  formation.  Id  the  various 
villages,  too,  large  bodies  of  the  enemy  were  gathered,  who  could 
have  shot  onr  horsemen  down  &om  the  towers  and  walls  vithont 
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at  all  exposing  themeelves.  A  narrow  road  to  the  left  led  along 
the  foot  of  the  hills  to  the  eDomy's  camp,  but  only  three  men 
coald  have  gone  abreast,  and  it  was  commanded  on  the  leAi  and 
front  b;  the  gnns,  and  on  the  right  by  the  troops  in  Dehmazung, 
underneath  the  walls  of  which  it  passed.  At  a  quarter  to  fonr  we 
heard  the  first  gnn  fired,  and  from  that  time  to  dark  we  watched 
for  the  infantry  attack  to  develop.  Some  of  the  92nd  Highlanders 
were  seen  to  oar  right  centre  among  the  trees  of  a  Tillage  a  mile 
from  Debmaznng,  and  a  small  party  of  the  9th  Lancers  was  sent 
by  General  Nfassy  to  open  commnnication  with  them.  These 
fonnd  the  enemy  swarming  in  the  orchards  they  had  to  pass 
tbrongh,  and  after  being  fired  npon  from  several  walls  they  had  to 
return.  The  mountain  guns  with  General  Baker,  posted  npon  the 
high  ridge  commanding  the  Bala  Hissar,  were  shelling  the  Asmai 
Heights  lined  by  the  enemy,  whose  gans  returned  the  fire  shot  for 
shot.  Having  twelve  guns  to  General  Baker's  two  mountain  guns, 
they  had  much  the  best  of  it,  though  the  range  was  so  long  that 
little  real  damage  Was  done  on  either  side.  The  ridges  upon 
which  this  shell  practice  was  going  on  form  the  defences  of  Cabnl 
from  attack  from  the  Bamian  direction.  Banning  np  from  the 
Bala  Hissar,  and  following  every  dip  and  rise  of  the  hillside,  is  a 
strong  wall  ten  or  twelve  feet  high,  pierced  for  musketry.  This 
wall  is  continued  at  right  angles  along  the  crest  of  the  Sberderwaza 
Bidge  and  down  the  precipitous  hillside  of  the  gorge  through 
which  the  Cabnl  River  runs.  It  ends  a  few  yards  from  the  broken 
arches  of  a  bridge  spanning  the  stream — at  this  time  reduced  to 
Tejy  small  dimensions,  by  being  largely  drawn  npon  for  irrigation 
purposes  in  the  Chardeh  Valley — but  begins  at  once  on  tbe  opposite 
aide  of  the  river.  A  strong  tower,  with  a  base  of  stones  fifteen 
feet  high,  raised  on  the  solid  rock,  is  the  starting  point  on  this, 
the  northern  side  of  the  river,  and  tbe  wall  zig-zags  np  just  in 
the  same  way  as  that  in  continuation  of  the  upper  Bala  Hissar. 
The  line  of  fortification  extends  along  the  hill  top,  and  then  turns 
down  for  some  distance  along  a  spur  facing  towards  Sherpur.  On 
the  crest  of  this  ridge  (the  Asmai  Heights),  three  white  standards 
were  flying  near  the  gnus  of  the  enemy,  who  had  one  heavy  piece 
on  the  summit,  the  report  of  which  made  tbe  bark  of  the  mona- 
tain  gnns  Botand  quite  contemptible.     The  line  of  Are  on  both  sides 
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was  at  right  aogleB  to  the  bed  of  the  Cabal  River,  the  sheila  Ajring 
over  the  gorge  and  burstiog  on  the  opposing  heights.  From  our 
position  in  the  plain  below  we  coald  wAtch  the  artillery  and  jndge 
pretty  accurately  as  to  the  fall  of  the  shells,  and  it  was  annoyiog 
to  see  that  as  it  was  "  end-on  "  firing,  the  enemy  were  receiving  but 
little  injury.  Their  policy  was  plainly  to  bold  on  till  nightrslland 
to  attempt  to  escape  ander  cover  of  darkness ;  and  as  the  snn 
sank  slowly  behind  us,  it  became  obvious  that  nnless  the  infantry 
attack  was  soon  delivered,  thej  would  snceeed  only  too  well.  Onr 
chagrin  was  great  that  there  were  not  guns  with  oar  cavalry,  as 
we  oonld  see  men  in  little  clusters  of  50  or  100  lying  under  the 
lee  of  the  rocks  on  oar  side  of  the  ridge,  perfectly  sheltered  from 
Oeneral  Baker's  shells.  General  Massy  had  applied  for  horse 
artillery  before  leaving  Beni  Hissar ;  but  it  was  reported  that  the 
country  he  wonid  have  to  pass  over  was  cut  up  by  deep  irrigation 
channeU  which  would  hinder  the  guns  from  keeping  up  with  the 
cavalry.  It  was  decided  therefore  not  to  send  ont  artillery.  With 
a  couple  of  B.H.A.  guns  we  could  have  made  the  enemy's  camp 
and  the  hillside  quite  untenable,  and  the  2,800  men  gathered 
there  would  either  have  bad  to  come  down  into  the  plain,  where 
our  cavalry  would  have  chosen  their  own  ground  to  charge  them,  or 
to  take  refuge  in  Cabul  city,  which  they  could  easily  have  reached. 
An  old  native  officer,  a  Gabnli,  who  saw  service  in  the  Mutiny, 
was  much  stnick  with  our  plan  of  cutting  off  the  retreat ;  and 
when  be  saw  the  cavalry  debouch  into  the  CHiardeh  plain,  be  said 
in  his  fervent  thankfulness : — "  0odhas  delivered  these  ItudnuuAes 
into  your  hands  even  as  the  Embassy  was  delivered  into  theirs." 
And  it  certainly  did  seem  as  if  these  three  regiments,  which  were 
said  to  have  been  chief  in  the  attack  upon  the  handful  of  men 
under  Sir  Louis  Gavagnari  in  the  Bala  Hissar,  were  about  to  be 
exterminated.  But  night  fell,  and  still  our  infantry  attack  was 
not  delivered.  Oeneral  Massy  ordered  his  videttes  and  the  chain 
of  cavalry  to  be  maintained  until  it  was  quite  dark,  so  as  to  induce 
the  enemy  to  believe  the  cordon  would  be  maintained  during  the 
night ;  but  he  would  not  run  the  risk,  in  such  an  awkward  coun- 
try, of  bis  men  being  shot  down  in  detail.  He  therefore  withdrew 
them  eventually  within  two  or  three  of  the  rude  forts  in  the  plain 
and  waited  for  daylight.     It  seemed  almost  hopeless  to  intercept 
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in  the  (larkness  meD  who  had  a  valUy  six  or  seTen  miles  across, 
with  hills  on  either  side,  to  escape  bj.  That  they  did  escape  is 
now  a  cause  of  much  heartburning  in  the  force.  If,  like  Joshua, 
we  coald  have  made  the  sun  Bland  still,  eay,  for  only  two  hours, 
the  day  would  have  been  as  grand  a  success  as  the  6th  at  Charasia : 
as  it  was,  it  can  only  be  looked  upon  as  one  of  great  disappoint- 
ment to  all  concerned. 

The  only  troops  available  for  despatch  with  General  Baker  were 
320  of  the  92nd  Highlanders,  two  companies  of  the  72nd  High- 
landers, and  seven  companies  of  the  23rd  Pioneers.  With  these 
were  two  mountain  guns  and  one  Gatling.  The  road  up  to  the 
ridge  commanding  the  Bala  Hissar  and  the  passage  over  the  £otal 
down  into  the  Chardeh  Valley  were  so  difficult,  that  although  this 
force  moved  out  of  Beni  Hissar  at  noon,  it  was  a  quarter  to  four 
before  the  mountain  guns  got  into  action,  and  it  was  some  time 
later  before  the  92nd  Highlanders  reached  the  village  to  the  west 
of  Dehmazung.  The  enemy  were  in  greater  force  than  was  ex- 
pected, and  as  the  92nd  men  were  unsapported,  they  were  ordered 
lo  wait  for  reinforcements  before  making  any  attack.  They  were 
directed  to  take  up  a  position  on  a  spur  of  the  Sherderwaza 
Heights,  parallel  to  the  Gabul  Biver,  and  this  they  did  without 
loss,  although  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  two  breech-loading 
field-pieces  in  their  camp.  The  shells  and  round-shot  were  pitched 
too  high,  and  greatly  amused  our  men.  Marksmen  were  posted  at 
sheltered  points,  and  their  aim  was  so  good  that  the  Afghans  soon 
retired  from  these  two  guns,  leaving  them  in  the  open.  The  two 
companies  of  the  72nd  were  at  this  time  on  the  hillside  nearest 
to  Beni  Hissar,  and  the  23rd  was  in  reserve.  A  gun  in  the  tower 
I  have  mentioned  fired  occasionally,  and  the  Gatling  was  tried  at 
this ;  but  the  drum  hitched  after  a  few  rounds,  and  the  gun  had 
to  cease  firing.  General  Baker  had  made  up  his  mind  to  attack 
the  ioBtant  his  reinforcements — consisting  of  a  wing  of  the  67tb, 
two  companies  of  the  5th  Ghoorkas,  and  four  more  mountain 
gQDB — arrived.  These,  however,  did  not  reach  him  until  half- 
past  five,  and  it  was  then  quite  hopeless  to  think  of  storming  the 
heights  in  tiie  dusk.  The  troops  accordingly  bivouacked  where 
th^  stood,  and  a  very  cold  night  they  had  of  it.  General  Mac- 
pberson  arrived  at  6.30  a.m.  with  the  remainder  of  the  67th,  the 
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28th   P.N. I.,   and  four  hoTse  aiiiller;  guDs  on  elepbants.     He 
started  with  some  iuf^ntry  and  guuB  to  follow  Geueral  Massy. 

There  is  no  doubt  the  enemy  began  eTacuating  their  position  as 
BOoQ  as  it  was  dark ;  and  when  a  strong  patrol  crept  into  their 
camp  at  midnight  they  foand  all  had  fled.  Guns,  tents,  camp 
equipage,  &c.,  fell  into  our  hauds.  Seven  bodies  were  found 
buried  on  the  heights,  and  three  others  were  lying  on  the  rocks. 
Whether  tlie  fugitives  carried  off  others,  we  have  no  means  of  telling. 
There  were  no  casualties  on  our  side.  General  Baker  sent  infonna- 
tion  to  General  Massy  of  the  flight  of  the  enemy,  and  the  cavalry 
started  off  on  the  Bamisn  Road  at  5.90  a.h.,  but  only  cue  small 
party  of  twenty-one  was  overtaken  on  the  Kotal-i-Takht.  These 
took  refuge  on  a  low  hill  and  fought  desperately,  the  good  luck  of 
surrounding  and  shooting  them  down  falling  to  the  6th  P.C. 
The  single  combat  between  Bahmat  Ali,  a  native  officer,  and  the 
leader  of  the  party,  was  a  pretty  piece  of  business.  The  Afghan 
tried  to  escape  on  a  fast  pony,  but  was  overtaken  by  Bahmat  Ali, 
who,  after  warding  off  two  blows  from  his  opponent's  iiHicar,  got 
well  down  upon  the  man's  head.  Unluckily  hie  sword  snapped  at 
the  hilt,  but  the  blow  had  knocked  the  fugitive  off  bis  horse,  and 
he  was  pistolled  before  he  could  recover  himself.  It  was  the 
hardest  day's  work  the  cavalry  have  had  for  a  long  time,  over  thirty- 
six  miles  being  covered  in  the  day.  The  men  were  without  food 
both  days  they  were  out,  but  they  behaved  splendidly,  not  a 
grumble  being  heard.  For  instance,  the  9th  Lancers  started 
on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  after  having  received  one  loaf  to  every 
three  men.  They  carried  no  food,  as  only  a  reconnaissance  was 
intended,  and  at  night  soiue  sheep  were  killed  for  them,  and  they 
tried  to  eat  the  flesh  after  roasting  the  animals  whole.  They  had 
nothing  but  their  swords  to  use  in  cutting  up  the  carcases,  and 
they  found  it  quite  impossible  to  eat  the  flesh ;  so  on  the  8th  they 
went  snpperlesB  to  bed.  On  the  9th  they  were  in  the  saddle  from 
5  A.M.  to  9  P.M.  (when  they  reached  this  camp),  and  the  pursuit 
and  return  were  made  in  such  quick  time  that  again  there 
was  no  chance  of  their  getting  food.  Horses  and  men  of  all  the 
regiments  out  with  General  Massy  were  quite  exhausted  when  they 
at  last  reached  their  quarters  here.  Some  score  of  horses  were  loston 
the  road,haung1iteriilly  died  in  harness.     There  was  no  slackness 
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iu  the  pursuit  wheD  once  it  began,  but  the  enemy  had  too  great  s 
start  to  be  overtaken,  and  it  now  seeme  probable  they  dispersed  to 
the  hills  and  made  for  their  homes,  many  doubtless  taking  refuge 
io  the  city.  One  piece  of  experience  was  certainly  gained,  and 
that  was  that  the  viUagers  about  Cabul  are  hostile  to  ue  almost  to 
a  man.  Five  of  them  belonging  to  Aoshahr  were  made  an  ex- 
ample of  by  Colonel  Boss,  of  the  14th  Bengal  Lancers.  They 
treacherously  fired  into  the  Lancers,  after  having  salaamed  to 
them  as  they  passed.  The  ruffians  were  captured  it'ith  their  guns 
still  in  their  hands,  and  were  shot  without  farther  parley.  It  is  only 
by  such  severity,  and  by  taking  no  prisoners  in  action,  that  any 
impression  can  be  made  npon  the  Afghan  mind.  Snch  prisoners 
as  are  brought  in  are  tried  by  a  military  commission,  and  the  great 
majority  are  shot.  There  is  just  a  fear  that  too  much  leniency 
may  be  shown,  as  the  work  is  rather  distasteful  to  British  officers ; 
bnt  as  we  are  an  "  avenging  army,"  scruples  must  be  cast  aside. 

The  army  moved  into  this  camp  yesterday  afternoon.  It  was 
only  about  a  four  miles'  march  from  Beni  Hissar,  and  the  72nd 
were  left  in  charge  of  all  stores  that  could  not  be  got  off  by  the 
transport  animalfl  in  the  day.  On  the  night  of  the  8th  there  was 
some  lively  firing  by  small  bodies  of  budmashei,  who  tried  to 
shoot  down  men  on  picqaet  and  sentry  duty ;  but,  as  is  usual,  the 
ballets  did  no  mischief.  Last  night  there  was  news  of  what 
threatened  to  be  a  better  organized  attack  by  local  villagers  and 
tribesmen.  Mounted  sowars,  it  seems,  were  sent  round  to  the 
tribes  in  this  neighbourhood  asking  them  to  gather  in  force  and  to 
attack  the  camp,  as  much  loot  could  be  got,  and  only  a  few  men 
had  been  left  in  camp.  The  exemplary  severity  we  have  shown  in 
shooting  all  the  men  caaght  in  arms  against  us,  deterred  the 
villagers  from  combining  together,  and  no  attack  was  made.  The 
72nd  had  drawn  in  their  camp  well  under  the  walls  of  a  garden 
overlooking  the  ground,  and  had  formed  a  kind  of  laager  with 
floor  bags,  &g.,  but  not  a  shot  was  fired  all  night.  The  72nd  were 
ready  for  any  number  of  assailants,  and  from  behind  their  barri- 
cades of  flour  bags  they  would  have  read  tlie  Afghans  as  sharp  a 
lesson  as  the  Zulus  received  when  trying  to  storm  the  mealie 
redoubt  at  Rorke's  Drift.  The  whole  of  the  stores  were  brought 
in  here  to-day.     The  5th  Ghoorkas  hold  the  ridge  overlooking  the 
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Bala  HisB&r,  and  the  5th  Panjab  Cavalry  ara  in  the  Sherpar 
CantoDment,  to  prevent  the  bartackB  there  heing  destroyed  by  the 
local  peasants  for  the  sake  of  the  woodwork  and  other  material. 
In  two  or  three  days  we  shall  probably  move  into  the  Bala  HisBar, 
in  which  five  months'  provisions  are  to  be  stored.  The  city  is 
quiet,  and  the  camp  is  qnite  thronged  with  petty  traders,  who  bring 
in  food,  clothing,  &c.,  for  sale,  and  move  freely  among  oar  troops. 
Sir  Frederick  Hoberts  inspected  the  Sherpur  Camp  and  the 
csptnred  guns  to-day,  but  no  movement  of  troops  took  place.  In 
a  short  time  a  small  force  under  General  Gough  will  march  back 
to  the  Shntargardan  to  re-open  commanications  in  that  durectjon, 
pending  further  news  of  the  Khyber  Force,  whose  advance  seems 
to  be  very  slow  owing  to  transport  difficulties. 

Cabul  itself  is  quite  open  to  us  now,  and  we  can  enter  it  when- 
ever we  choose.  The  guns  captured  on  the  Asmai  ridge  were  six 
field-pieces  and  six  mountain  guns.  Two  field-pieces  were  alao 
found  in  camp,  and  an  immense  store  of  ammunitiou.  Thirty 
camels,  four  elephants,  and  several  mules  and  ponies  alao  fell  into 
our  hands. 

It  is  now  well  established  that  the  leaders  of  the  mutineers  are 
the  Amir's  most  trusted  friends.  Knshdil  Khan,  who  was  sent 
specially  by  him  to  meet  Cavagnari  at  Shntargardan,  was  a  pro- 
minent leader  both  at  Charasia  and  on  the  heights  yesterday. 
Mahomed  Jan,  a  general  in  Yakub's  army,  and  of  some  importance 
among  the  powerful  Wardak  section  of  the  Southern  Ghilzais,  ia 
also  mentioned.  There  is  no  doubt  of  concealed  action  among 
the  Amir's  officers,  and  unluckily  none  of  the  leaders  have  been 
taken.  Sirdar  !Nek  Mahomed  Khan  is  really  the  head  of  all.  It 
now  appears  that  only  one  quarter  of  the  magazine  in  the  Bala 
Hissar  waslooted,  and  there  are  now  in  that  fortress  abouttwenty-six 
guns  in  perfect  order  and  several  rockets,  old  presents  of  the  Indian 
Government.  Kawab  Khan,  colonel  of  artillery,  came  in  yester- 
day to  know  what  orders  General  Roberts  had  to  give  about  them, 
and  was  told  they  were  to  remain  there  for  the  present.  No  one 
can  suppose  any  captured  guns  will  be  given  to  the  Amir,  who  is 
still  with  OS. 

It  was  rumoured  that  800  sepoys  hod  kept  together  in  a  body, 
but  this  story  is  now  said  to  be  &lae,  all  having  dispersed  except 
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100  who  eecorted  their  leader,  Mahomed  Jan,  towards  Tarkiittan. 
The  three  regimesta  at  Ohazoi  are  reported  to  be  onl;  five  miles 
oat  of  that  place,  while  four  days  ago  our  force  from  Candahar 
was  at  Makr,  fonr  long  marches  from  Ghazni.  The  enemy  has 
been  extremel;  well  informed  of  all  onr  moTements,  though  their 
Bonrce  of  information  cannot  be  absolntely  fixed  npon.  Regular 
news  was  probably  given  by  some  of  the  Amir's  retainers,  who  see 
all  that  goes  on  in  onr  camp. 

The  political  situation  shows  no  development ;  the  Amir  coin- 
ciding in  all  that  is  done,  now  that  the  flight  of  the  mutineers  has 
removed  bis  apprehension  of  Cabal  being  sacked.  If  the  attack 
on  the  8th  had  been  made  earlier  in  the  day,  the  only  outlet  for 
Mahomed  Jan  and  his  2,000  troops  would  have  been  to  Cabal 
itself,*  The  city  wonld  then  of  course  have  been  taken  by  storm, 
and,  as  Sir  Frederick  Boberts  said  in  his  proclamation,  we  could 
not  have  been  held  reBponsible  for  the  conseqaenceB.  At  present 
the  strictest  orders  prevail  against  any  one  entering  the  city,  which 
perhaps  even  now  may  harbour  many  matineers. 


CHAPTER  V. 

^1  to  ths  B««ld«W7— I>«ieriptioD  of  Uie  BsU  Hiuar — The  Bniua  of  the  Beridgnoj— 
FiDbable  Flu  oT  the  Atliok  and  DeCence — Tbe  Amir'e  F&lioe — FormiX  OceDpktion 
of  ths  Bala  Hinsr,  and  PiDclamatioa  to  the  People  of  Cahol — Tbe  PMniwhiPont  ol 
the  Oil; — AncM  of  the  Amir'i  Uinuters — leit  of  the  FrocUoimtioii. 

Gaup  Siah  Suhq,  Wth,  October. 
To-DAT  Sir  IBVedeiick  Roberts  and  his  Staff  visited  tbe  tains  of 
the  Residency  within  the  walls  of  the  Bala  Hissar.     Tbe  visit  was 

*  Ocoeral  Hmj'i  withdnml  of  hi*  pfttiob  mu  leverelj  critidied,  uid  Apital  wm 
tfteniMda  made  oat  of  it  bj  the  militaiy  uithoritiea  in  India.  Ai  ihowing  hov  nbterlj 
hetplen  the  tnwpen  wenld  hare  been  in  the  ■<«'■>"'»««  to  check  an  eueinf ,  I  maj  quote 
mj  DVB  eipericDce.  On  the  manuii{!  of  the  9th  I  rode  from  Qoneral  Manj'i  force  to 
jeia  Chuanl  Baker,  taking  an  Afghan  guide,  and  two  aowan  u  eaoort.  Innumeiable 
vUenoDnn  had  to  be  jumped,  and  both  tomn  wore  left  behind  in  the  ditobee,  Mj 
lune  had  nearl;  to  i<rim  one  Mream,  and  the  atnin  and  toil  of  diBtbing  np  the  banks 
wm  neh  that  I  loet  eToo  the  felt  numdah  from  nnder  my  «add!a  The  willov-tieeB 
liaini  the  itnam  vere  alio  Kreat  obBtadea  to  honea  and  men,  even  in  daflighL 
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made  qaietl;  and  nnosteDUtioDsly,  only  a  sufficient  eBcort;  being 
taken  to  gnard  against  such  accidents  a3  a  ghazi  ranoing  amnck, 
or  a  bandfal  of  quondam  rebels  making  an  attack  upon  the  leader 
of  the  army  that  has  punished  them.  There  is  so  mnch  of 
historical  interest  attaching  10  the  fortress  which  guards  Cabul, 
and  this  interest  has  been  so  intensified  by  late  events,  that  all  of 
iiB  who  rode  from  Camp  yesterday  were  fall  of  expectation  as  to 
what  we  were  likely  to  see.  Following  for  half  a  mile  the 
Jellatabad  Road,  lined  on  both  sides  with  closely- planted  trees,  we 
turned  sharply  to  the  left  when  nearing  the  city,  and  were  soon 
underneath  the  walls  of  the  Bala  Hissar  itself.  The  shallow  bed 
of  the  moat  supposed  to  surround  the  city  is  nearly  dry,  and  the 
road  runs  only  a  few  yards  from  the  foot  of  the  rock  against  which 
the  walls  are  reared.  The  masonry  is  crumbling  to  decay,  but 
there  are  still  signs  of  great  stability  in  it,  and  the  natural  features 
of  the  ground  have  been  so  utilized  that  a  precipitous  face  of  30 
or  40  feet  is  presented  to  any  enemy.  This  is  on  the  eastern  side 
to  the  right  of  the  entrance- gate,  just  where  Shore  Ali's  palace, 
with  its  zenana,  tops  the  wall.  The  road  rises  some  10  or  12  feet 
to  the  gate  itself,  which  must  once  have  been  of  enormous  strength, 
as  solid  masonry  20  feet  thick  still  remains.  Here,  again,  there 
is  evidence  of  ruin,  the  inner  supports  having  crumbled  away  and 
the  defensive  position  overhead  lost  its  protecting  parapets.  The 
lower  Bala  Hissar  once  entered,  one  comes  upon  the  asaal  narrow 
winding  lanes  and  commonplace  mud  buildings  of  all  eastern 
cities.  The  place  looks  filthy  and  uncared  for,  and  the  doorways 
leading  to  the  courts  of  the  tumble-down  houses  give  a  view  of 
squalor  and  dilapidation  snggestive  of  worse  to  follow.  The  few 
shops  are  miserable  specimens  of  their  kind,  and  their  owners  are 
in  keeping  with  the  general  associations  of  the  place.  There  is 
nothing  better  to  describe  than  dust,  dirt,  and  dreariness,  on  every 
hand  ;  and  even  the  small  square,  where  a  few  guns  were  stand- 
ing in  front  of  a  dozen  dirty  tents  used  by  the  gunners,  gave  as 
little  idea  of  the  interior  of  a  fortress  as  a  few  grains  of  sand 
nonld  of  a  desert.  Six  field-pieces  and  as  many  mountain  gans 
were  parked  in  the  sqnare.  This  was  part  of  the  artillery  quarters, 
and  a  few  gunners  with  a  trumpeter  were  standing  near  the  guns. 
The  men  wore  no  uniform  and  looked  like  anwashed  coolies.    They 
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salated  as  Sir  Frederick  Kobertu  rode  np,  and  the  trumpeter 
velcomed  ub  by  blowing  moDotononely  for  Beveral  minuteB  upon 
bis  inatniinent. 

It  mnrt  be  more  than  thirty-five  years  since  British  iufantry 
marched  throngh  the  filthy  streets  of  this  mnch-vaunted  citadel ; 
and  our  only  regret  was  that  they  had  now  entered  it  so  peacefully. 
Sir  Frederick  Boberts  was  accompanied  by  the  Mustaufi,  the 
Wazir,  and  Daoud  Shah,  the  Commander-in-Chief.  After  a  few 
minutes'  stay  in  this  square,  we  retraced  our  steps  and  entered  a 
narrow  lane  witb  a  high  wall  on  the  right,  shutting  in  tbe  Amir's 
garden.  On  the  left  were  the  stables  in  which  the  horses  of  the 
Boyal  honsehold  were  tethered  in  the  open  air,  rude  bins  being 
made  in  tbe  mnd  walls  on  a  pattern  which  is  common  where 
A^ban  cavalry  are  quartered.  The  lane  led  to  the  high  ground 
on  which  the  buildings  assigned  to  Sir  Louis  Csvagnari  and  his 
companions  stood.  From  this  the  city  could  be  eeen  lying  at  oar 
feet,  to  the  north. 

Our  first  Tiew  of  the  Residency  was  of  the  rear  wall,  still  intact, 
but  blackened  on  tbe  top  where  the  emoke  from  the  burning  ruins 
had  swept  across.  At  each  angle  where  the  side  walls  joined  were 
seen  the  loop-boles  from  which  the  fire  of  the  little  force  on  the 
roof  had  been  directed  against  the  overwhelming  numbers  attack- 
ing them.  Every  square  foot  round  these  loop-holes  was  pitted 
with  bnllet-marks,  the  balls  having  cut  deeply  into  the  hard  mud 
plaster.  The  western  wall,  which  faced  towards  the  Upper  Bala 
Hissar,  commanding  it,  was  scarred  with  these  marks,  proving 
only  too  well  bow  severe  had  been  the  fire  from  the  higher  level 
occupied  by  the  matineera  in  the  Arsenal.  At  this  end  the 
Residency  was  of  three  stories,  but  tbe  present  wall  does  not 
indicate  the  height  of  more  than  two,  the  upper  part  having 
collapsed  wh<n  the  fire  obtained  a  mastery  over  tbe  building.  A 
lane  six  or  eight  feet  wide  runs  between  this  wall  and  the  buildings 
en  the  right  in  which  the  Guides  were  quartered.  Plans  hitherto 
published  have  made  the  ^sideucy  and  these  quarters  one  block  ; 
but  this  ifl  a  mistake ;  they  were  quite  distinct. 

Biding  along  the  lane  we  came  to  the  southern  end  of  the 
Besidency,  hnilt  upon  tbe  edge  of  tbe  wall  looking  towards  Beni 
Hissar,  and  here  were  two  graves  marked  by  neatly-piled  atones  in 
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Mnssnlman  fsBhion,  e&ch  with  its  head-stooe,  bnt  no  ineciiption. 
Whether  &nj  bodieB  are  hnrifld  beneath  remains  to  he  seen  ;  it  ie 
suspected  these  neat  monnda  may  have  been  raised  as  "  a  blind." 
The  Eotval  stated  that  two  aaftifcs  were  baried  there,  Lienteaant 
Hamilton  and  Mr.  Jenkyns ;  bnt  this  does  not  coincide  with  the 
story  toM  by  Taimns,  n  sowar  of  the  Guides,  who  says  the  bodies 
were  bnried  some  distance  to  the  west  of  the  fiesidency.  Passing 
throagh  a  narrow  gateway,  half-blocked  with  rubbish,  jnst  in  rear 
of  these  graves,  we  entered  the  main  court  of  the  Kesidency,  and 
were  soon  thoroughly  able  to  appreciate  the  fate  of  its  defenders. 
The  southern  end  on  oar  right  hand  was  standing  nntouched,  sod 
consisted  of  rooms  built  on  wooden  pillars  so  as  to  form  a  kind  of 
oblong  pavilion.  The  mud  basement  is  three  or  four  feet  from  the 
groand,  and  the  whole  structure,  except  a  few  partition  walla  and 
the  roof,  is  of  wood,  and,  from  the  dryness  of  the  climate,  very 
inflammable.  It  is  neatly  whitewashed,  and  the  npper  rooms, 
being  open  on  both  sides,  mnst  he  cool  and  pleasant.  These  were 
Sir  Louis  Cavagnari's  quarters,  and  from  them  the  rich  Cabal 
plain  beneath  can  be  seen  stretching  away  to  the  Tezin  Hills. 
The  courtyard  of  the  Residency  is  about  90  feet  square,  and  at  its 
northern  end,  where  formerly  stood  a  three-storied  building  like 
that  I  have  just  described,  are  nothing  bnt  the  bare  walls,  blackened 
and  scarred  by  fire,  and  a  huge  heap  of  rubbish,  the  ruins  of  the 
walls  and  roof  which  fell  in  as  the  woodwork  was  destroyed. 
Portions  of  the  partition  walls  still  remain,  jutting  sullenly  ont 
from  the  mass  of  debris,  and  these  only  serve  to  make  the  place 
more  desolate.  The  whitewashed  walls  on  the  left  are  here  and 
there  bespattered  with  blood,  and  on  theraised  basement  on  which  the 
bailding  stood  are  the  remains  of  a  large  fire,  the  half-charred 
beams  still  resting  among  the  ashes.  The  ruins  are  still  smoulder- 
ing. Whether,  as  suggested,  any  bodies  were  burned  there,  is 
still  an  nnsettled  point ;  but  in  one  room  into  which  I  went  there 
can  be  no  doubt  fire  had  been  used  for  such  a  purpose.  The 
ashes  were  in  the  middle  of  the  chamber,  and  near  them  were  two 
skulls  and  a  heap  of  human  bones,  still  fetid.  It  would  seem  as 
if  a  desperate  struggle  had  taken  place  in  this  room,  the  blood- 
stains on  the  floor  and  walls  being  clearly  discernible.  The  sknils 
are  to  be  examined  by  surgeons,  as  it  is  possible  they  may  be 
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those  of  EnropeaiiB.  The  ReBidency  was  looted  so  thoronghly, 
that  not  even  a  peg  has  been  left  in  the  waUa.  In  Sir  Louis 
Caragnari'B  quarters  the  windows  overlooking  the  Bala  Hissar 
wall  haTfl  been  torn  ont  even  to  the  Bashes,  and  a  few  hits  of  glass 
on  the  floor  alone  remain  of  them.  The  chintz  hangings  and 
purdahs  have  been  stripped  away,  a  flattering  bit  of  coloured  rag 
00  a  etra;  nail  being  the  only  sign  of  snch  cheerfalness  as  these 
OEce  gave.  Bare  cross-poles  and  rafters,  floors  rongh  with  dirt  and 
defiled  with  filth,  staring  white  walls  with  here  and  there  a  bnllet- 
mark—sacfa  are  the  once  comfortable  quarters  of  our  Envoy. 
The  view  over  the  Cabnl  plain  is  still  as  peaceful  as  when  poor 
JenkynB  described  it  so  enthasiastically ;  but  all  else  is  changed. 
The  one  consolation  is  that  a  British  army  is  encamped  within 
gnnBhot  of  the  walls. 

It  is  still  difficnlt  to  make  ont  the  point  at  which  the  mutineerB 
obtained  entry  into  the  Residency  bnildings,  unless  it  was  by  a 
hole  in  the  eastern  wall,  a  little  to  the  right  of  a  small  doorway  lead- 
ing to  a  lower  range  of  houses  adjoining.  Bound  this  hole  are 
ecores  of  bnllet-holes,  and  their  direction  seems  to  show  that  the 
defenders  on  the  roof  fired  down  as  the  men  streamed  in,  in  the 
Tsin  hope  of  checking  them  before  they  could  rush  forward  and 
Bet  fire  to  the  woodwork.  Once  the  lower  part  of  the  threo- 
storied  building  was  in  flames,  nothing  could  Bare  the  brave  men 
on  the  roof,  as  all  retreat  was  cut  off.  We  viewed  the  scene  of 
desolation  for  some  time  from  the  roof  of  Sir  Lonia  Cavagnari's 
quarters ;  and  General  Boherts  gave  orders  that  nothing  should  be 
disturbed  until  careful  sketches  had  been  made  of  the  interior  of 
the  Residency  and  its  surroundings.  Careful  excavations  for 
bodies  will  also  be  made  among  the  rains.  It  is  absurd  to  talk  of 
the  Residency  being  a  safe  place  for  a  garrison  ;  it  is  commanded 
completely  from  the  walla  of  the  Arsenal  in  the  Upper  Bala 
Hissar,  and  also  from  the  roofs  of  some  high  houses  to  the  south- 
west. In  addition,  houses  closely  adjoin  it  on  the  eastern  side ; 
and  an  attacking  party  sapping  the  walls  would  have  perfect  cover 
in  this  direction  the  whole  time  :  this  may  account  for  the  breach 
iu  the  walls  throngh  which  I  have  suggested  the  mutineers  made 
their  msh.  Riding  into  the  quarters  occupied  by  the  Guides' 
escort,  oa  the  western  side  of  the  lane,  I  found  but  few  bnllet- 
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marks  od  tho  walln.  Facing  was  a  bigb  door  firmlj  closed  and 
eeemiDgl;  nninjared  ;  but  on  going  into  the  Sikh  qaarters  on  my 
right,  and  following  a  broad  passage  which  tarned  at  right  aogles 
towards  the  wall,  a  hnga  breach  was  visible.  This  was  where  the 
Afghans  had  blown  in  the  gate  afler  Lieutenant  Hamilton's  noble, 
bnt  ineffectual,  efforts  to  check  them.  Three  times  he  charged 
oat,  killing  man;  men  with  his  sword  and  pistol,  bat  what  coold 
one  hero  do  against  a  mob  of  fanatics  f  No  doubt  when  it  was 
seen  that  a  breach  was  made  the  Guides  withdrew  to  the  Besidency 
proper,  and  there  made  the  last  stand,  first  in  the  conrtyard  guard- 
ing the  doors  and  afterwards  on  the  roof. 

On  returning  we  stayed  for  a  short  time  in  the  Amir's  garden, 
where  fruit  and  tea  were  served  to  us.  Afterwards  we  visited  Shere 
Ali's  palace  on  the  wall  near  the  gate.  Two  or  three  dark  passages 
had  to  be  traversed  before  a  staircase  was  gained  which  led  to  his 
State  rooms.  Persian  carpets  of  value  were  spread  in  two  rooms, 
in  the  second  of  which  hang  gaudy  glass  chandeliers,  while  on 
the  ground  (as  if  purposely  placed  out  of  harm's  way)  was  a 
collection  of  glassware  of  sorts  showing  all  the  colours  of  the  rain- 
bow.  A  few  cheap  prints,  including  one  of  the  Czar  Alexander, 
hung  on  the  walls,  and  on  a  chair  near  was  a  Graphic  folded  so  as 
to  show  a  portrait  of  Cavagnari.  On  taking  this  up  I  came  across 
a  diary  of  Sir  Loaia  Cavagnari's,  which  seemed  to  have  been  used 
chiefly  for  recording  lists  of  visits  and  visitors.  The  book  was 
handed  over  to  Major  Hastings.  Two  or  three  maps  of  Central 
Asia  were  also  among  the  papers ;  but  it  is  doubtful  to  whom  they 
belonged. 

Camp  Suh  Suno,  12lh  October. 
This  morning  the  first  formal  declaration  of  our  occupation  of 
Cabul  was  made  by  the  troops  taking  possession  of  the  Bala 
Hissar,  followed  hy  a  durbar,  at  which  the  terms  imposed  upon 
the  city  were  announced.  As  I  have  before  said,  there  was 
nothing  to  hinder  us  marching  into  the  fortress  the  day  after  the 
battle  of  Charasia,  for  our  cavalry  videttes  were  within  200  yards 
of  the  walls,  and  not  a  sentry  could  be  seen  within  the  fortifica- 
tions. They  bad  been  abandoned  in  hot  haste  by  the  mutineers, 
who  bad  first  of  all  drawn  off  to  the  Sherpur  cantonments  and 
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thence  betaken  themBelTes  to  tbo  Asmai  Heights,  from  wbicb  they 
Bed  on  the  evening  of  the  8th.  But  there  was  no  occasion  for 
haste :  onr  camp  on  the  Siah  Sang  Bidge  dominates  the  city,  and 
we  cotild  have  shelled  it  at  oar  leisure  if  any  signs  of  discontent, 
or  an  armed  rising,  had  been  observed.  Besides,  in  dealing  with 
Afghans,  there  is  always  the  element  of  treachery  to  be  considered, 
and  it  was  not  impossible  that  mines  might  have  been  laid  ready 
to  be  sprung  if  we  occupied  tJie  place  precipitately.  The  explosion 
of  the  magazine  at  Sfaorpnr,  on  the  night  of  the  7th,  had  shown 
&e  desperate  character  of  the  men  we  were  fighting  against,  and 
it  was  well  to  be  on  oar  gaard  against  any  surprise.  It  is 
impossible  to  say  what  vast  stores  of  gunpowder  may  be  hidden 
in  the  Upper  Bala  Hissar,  where  the  Arsenal  bnildings  are  situated ; 
and  until  we  have  thoroughly  examined  the  godowns  and  vaults 
within  the  walls  we  are  in  the  position  of  "playing  with  fire," 
which  may  at  any  moment  pass  beyond  oar  control.  Sir  F. 
fioberts's  visit  to  the  ruins  of  the  Residency  yesterday  went  off  quietly 
enough,  and  the  fortress  seemed  doserted,  save  for  the  few  Afghan 
residents  in  the  houses  within  the  outer  walls  ;  but  a  few  reckless 
men  may  still  lurk  about  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  work  serious 
mischief. 

This  morning  all  the  troops  in  camp  paraded  at  eleven  o'clock  and 
marched  down  with  bands  playing  to  the  Jellalabad  Boad,  which 
they  at  once  lined  on  either  side.  The  men  were  arrayed  in 
their  gayest  uniforms ;  and  although  many  were  worn  and  travel- 
stained,  the  general  appearance  of  all  the  regiments  was  very 
smart  and  soldierlike.  At  noon  word  was  brought  to  Sir  F. 
lioberts  that  all  was  ready,  and,  accompanied  by  his  Staff  and 
Brigadier- Generals  Massy,  Maopherson,  Baker,  and  Hngh  Qongh, 
and  Major-General  Hills,  he  rode  down  the  Siah  Snng  Ridge,  and 
took  the  road  to  the  Bala  Hiesar.  The  cavalry  lined  the  road  for 
the  first  half-mile  nearest  to  camp,  the  lances  of  the  14th  Bengal 
Lancers  glittering  among  the  branches  of  the  trees  until  they 
merged  into  the  line  of  sabres  of  the  12th  Bengal  Cavalry,  who 
looked  none  the  worse  for  their  late  bard  ride  on  the  Bamian  Boad. 
Two  rows  of  crimson  turbans  marked  where  the  5th  Punjab 
Cavalry  were  drawn  up;  while  the  handful  of  9th  Lancers, 
go^eouB  as  on  a  parade  at  home,  closed  the  cavalry  array.     First 
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ID  the  infantry  line  were  the  scarlet  coats  of  the  28th  Natiro 
In&ntry,  contrasting  vividly  with  the  dull  khaki  aniform  of  the 
28rd  Pioneers— as  fine  a  fighting  and  working  regiment  as  ever 
drew  batta.  The  monntain  gang  were  nezt  in  order,  looking  down 
each  other's  muzzles  from  either  side  of  the  road ;  while  flanking 
them  were  the  fith  Panjab  Infantry,  well  known  for  good  service 
on  the  frontier.  The  7th  Company  of  Sappers  and  Miners, 
stalwart  men,  bestrapped  with  spade  and  shovel,  were  then  passed  ; 
while  near  them  were  the  two  Ostling  gnns,  qnite  over- 
powered by  their  neighbours,  the  nine-ponnders  of  G-3  Batteiy  of 
Boyal  Artillery,  which  made  themselves  heard  with  good  effect  at 
Oharasia.  The  Highland  regiments,  forming  two  living  walls 
stretching  for  away  towards  the  city,  were  the  great  representatives 
of  British  Infantry ;  the  92Qd  Gordon  Highlanders,  kilted  and 
gaitered,  resting  on  the  72Dd,  more  warmly  clad  in  tartan  trews. 
.  Nothing  conld  exceed  the  splendid  form  in  which  these  regiments 
tamed  oat,  the  bronzed  and  bearded  &ces  of  the  soldiers  showing 
that  bnt  few  "  six-year  men "  were  in  their  ranks.  The  F'A 
Battery  of  Boyal  Horse  Artillery  was  drawn  np  in  a  field  jnst  off 
the  road,  ready  to  fire  the  salnte,  and  the  post  of  honour  next  to 
the  gate  was  assigned  to  the  senior  regiment,  the  67th  Foot,  a 
well-set-np  body  of  men,  equal  to  any  amonnt  of  work.  Od  the 
ridge  above  the  fortress  we  ooald  see  the  dark  figures  of  the  6th 
Ghoorkas,  six  companies  of  which  bad  moved  down  and  occupied 
the  Upper  Bala  Hissar.  As  the  General  rode  slowly  down  the 
long  line  of  troops,  the  trumpets  of  the  cavalry  brayed  ont  a 
fanfare  and  the  band  of  each  in&ntry  regiment  played  right 
heartily,  the  men  presenting  arms  with  aatomstic  precision.  A 
halt  was  called  just  below  the  entrance  to  the  Bala  Hissar ;  and  as 
the  Union  Jack  was  mn  np  over  the  gateway  by  some  red-jackets 
of  the  67tb,  the  first  gnn,  of  the  royal  salute  of  thirty-one,  was 
fired  by  the  Horse  Artillery.  At  the  same  instant  the  opening 
bars  of  the  National  Anthem  were  heard  as  the  bands  stmck  np, 
the  shrill  pipes  of  the  Highlanders  ringing  oat  above  the  din. 
The  sight  was  a  most  impressive  one,  the  snn  lighting  np  the 
double  line  along  which  4,000  bayonets  sparkled,  and  throwing 
into  bold  relief  the  darker  forms  of  men  and  horses  where  the 
cavalry  were  drawn  np.     In  the  background  were  the  brown  slopes 
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of  the  Siah  Sang  Bidge,  crowned  by  the  white  lines  of  tents  which 
marked  oar  CBinp,  then  almost  deserted.  Only  &  few  spectators 
from  the  city  clnstered  on  the  road  &om  the  Lahore  Oate,  and 
watched  the  spectacle,  the  mass  of  the  people  remaining  snllenly 
irilMn  the  walls. 

The  smoke  of  the  first  three  or  four  gnns  had  not  cleared  off 
when  the  company  of  the  67th  nearest  the  gate  faced  round,  and, 
followed  by  their  band,  marched  into  the  Bala  Hissar — the  first 
British  regiment  that  had  entered  its  narrow  streets  since  1842. 
(It  is  worthy  of  record  that  the  "  qnick-step  "  played  by  the  67tb 
is  the  same  as  that  of  the  ill-fated  44th  Eegiment,  not  a  man  of 
which  escaped  to  tell  the  tale  of  the  disastrons  retreat  from  Cabal 
which  Pollock  avenged.)  Following  the  band.  General  Boberts 
and  his  little  train  of  mounted  men  rode  into  the  fortress,  and 
took  their  way  through  its  narrow  streets  to  the  Amir's  garden 
nnder  the  walls  of  the  Upper  Bala  Hisssr.  At  either  end  of 
this  garden,  which  is  now  merely  a  neglected  wilderness,  are  two 
of  the  ordinary  wooden  natite  pavilions,  the  one  to  the  south 
coDtaioing  what  is  called  the  "  Aadiance  Chamber."  This  is 
approached  by  a  flight  of  dirty  wooden  stairs,  and  is  abont  twenty 
feet  above  the  gronnd-level.  The  chamber  is  quite  open  on  the 
side  facing  the  garden,  so  that  a  crowd  below  conld  be  addressed 
from  it,  and  it  also  gives  a  good  view  over  the  city,  with  its  back- 
gioimd  of  high  bills.  The  room  was  soon  filled  with  the  gay 
nniforms  of  the  General  and  his  Staff  and  sach  officers  as  were 
not  on  dnty  with  their  regiments,  and  then  the  Dnrbar  began,  the 
Cabnl  Sirdars  crowding  in  at  a  signal,  and  pressing  forward  to  make 
Uieir  Balaams  to  their  latest  conqneror.  It  was  intended  that  the 
Amir  shonld  have  accompanied  General  Roberts  into  the  Bala 
Hiisar;  bnt  at  the  last  moment  he  pleaded  indisposition,  and 
*>H  excused. *  His  eldest  son,  the  heir- apparent,  was  sent 
instead.  He  is  a  child  of  five  or  six  years  of  age,  with  a  monkey- 
ish east  of  foce,  which  not  even  the  glitter  and  colonr  of  his 
^arre  coat  and  hat,  gorgeons  in  green  and  gold,  oonld  soften  or 
render  at  all  prepossessiDg.  The  yonngster  was  of  little  account, 
iwing  sqaeezed  against  the  wooden  framework  of  the  pavilion  by 
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the  greasj  Sitdare,  who  conld  not  control  themaelTes  in  their 
eagerneBB  to  pay  their  respects.  The  General  was  not  at  all 
cordial  in  his  reception  of  them  ;  and  it  waB  not  snrprisiDg, 
for  a  more  servile  or  repnlsive  audience  conld  not  have  been 
selected.  Scarcely  a  face  was  visible  that  was  not  stamped  with 
the  marks  of  sensuality,  and  where  age  had  Bofteiied  these,  it 
bad  replaced  them  by  deeper  lines  of  cunning  and  deception. 
There  was  a  look  of  subdued  malice  in  one  or  two  faces,  min- 
gled with  expectant  fear  of  wbat  terms  were  abont  to  be  imposed 
npon  Cabnl.  The  fnll  figure  of  Daond  Shah,  the  late  Comman- 
der-in-Chief, stood  oat  prominently  from  the  &unniaA-like  crowd 
abont  him,  and,  both  in  fignre  and  bearing,  be  contrasted 
favourably  with  the  sirdars.  He  was  clothed  simply  in  a  long 
grey  coat,  belted  at  the  waist ;  while  the  perspiring  crowd  of 
his  fellows  boasted  garments  of  silk  and  beautifally-dyed  clothes, 
some  of  the  coats  of  many  colours  being  so  startling  as  to  make 
one  almost  colour-blind.  There  was  one  thin  red  line,  however, 
which  never  moved ;  it  was  that  formed  by  some  twenty  men  of 
the  67th,  who,  with  fixed  bayonets,  were  standing  to  "  attention  " 
at  the  back  of  the  narrow  room,  stolid  sentinels  at  their  posts. 
Below,  the  rest  of  the  two  companies  were  formed  up,  and  the 
band  played  some  lively  "  troops,"— the  airs  played  at  the 
trooping  of  the  colours.  Wben  these  came  to  an  end,  a  little 
space  was  cleared  abont  the  General,  who  read  out  the  Proclam- 
ation, by  which  the  pnoisbment  of  Gabnl  was  made  known.  It 
was  translated,  sentence  by  sentence,  by  the  vxiLnshx  of  Major 
Hastings,  Political  OfScer,  and  was  listened  to  in  perfect  silence, 
the  only  token  of  approval  being  given  by  an  old  ressaldar  of 
Hodson's  Horse,  now  enjoying  his  pension  among  his  native 
orchards  of  Cabul.  This  man,  with  his  breast  decorated  with 
medalseamedbyseTviceia  India,  cried  out  emphatically  "  gkabagkr' 
when  one  or  two  sentences  meeting  out  punishment  to  the  rebels 
were  read,  and  it  was  clear  all  his  sympathy  was  with  us ;  for, 
with  a  true  soldier's  instinct,  be  could  not  forgive  the  cowardice  of 
the  attack  upon  the  Residency  by  an  armed  rabble,  bent  npon 
taking  the  lives  of  a  few  men  who  were  their  guests.  The  sirdars 
seemed  relieved  when  they  beard  Cabul  was  not  to  be  destroyed, 
and  the  disarmament  of  the  population  and  the  fine  that  bad  to 
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be  paid  mast  have  appeared  to  them  small  panishment  bo  long  as 
their  citj  and  fortress  were  left  untouched.  When  the  Proclama- 
tioQ  bad  been  read  throngh,  they  were  sammarily  dismiBBed,  the 
Wazir,  the  MuBtaofi,  Yahiya  Khan  (father-in-law  of  the  Amir), 
and  hiB  brother,  Zakariah  Khan,  also,  being  asked  to  stay,  aB  the 
General  wished  to  speak  to  them.  They  doubtless  thought  they 
vere  to  be  consulted  on  questions  of  high  policy,  but  their  chagrin 
vas  great  when  they  were  told  they  would  have  to  remain  as 
priaonera  notil  their  oondnct  had  been  thoroughly  investigated. 
They  wonld  be  confined  in  separate  rooms  with  sentries  over  them, 
■nd  beyond  one  servant  they  would  be  forbidden  to  commanicate 
with  any  of  their  associates.  The  Mustaufi  fell  to  telling  his  beads 
■t  once,  and  the  others  appeared  in  a  very  wholesome  state  of  fear. 
It  waa  A  startling  surprise  to  them  after  all  the  Bmooth-aailing  of 
the  past  few  days,  and  they  are  now  at  leisure  to  ponder  over  their 
doable-dealingB  with  the  British  authority.  This  bit  o£  by-play 
having  been  BuccessfuUy  got  through.  General  Roberts  left  the 
audience  chamber,  and  in  a  few  minutes  rode  back  to  camp,  the 
67th  cheering  him  right  heartily  as  he  passed  out  of  the  garden. 
The  long  line  of  bayonets,  sabres,  and  lances  waa  traversed  at  a 
gallop,  and  Siah  Sung  camp  reached  in  a  few  minutes.  The  67th 
moved  into  the  Bala  Hissar  and  encamped  in  the  Amir's  garden, 
«nd  thus  the  first  day  of  our  trinmph  over  Cabul  ended  as  happily 
ai  it  began.  Yakub  Khan's  tent  was  removed  daring  the  day  to 
the  head-qnarters'  camp,  a  guard  of  honour  &om  the  72nd  High- 
landers keeping  strict  watch  over  it. 
The  following  is  the  full  text  of  the  Proclamation : — 


Pbocluutiok  to   the  People  of   Cabul  by  Majob-Gemekal 
Sib  Fbedrrice  Bobebts,  K.C.B.,  Y.G. 

Dated  Bala  Hissae,  Cabdl,  12(A  October,  1879. 
"  In  my  Proclamation  of  the  3rd  October,  dated  Ze^hnn  Shahr, 
I  infonned  the  people  of  Gabnl  that  a  British  army  waa  advancing 
to  take  possession  of  the  city,  and  I  warned  them  against  offering 
■ny  resistaDce  to  the  entry  of  the  troops,  and  the  authority  of  His 
Highness  the  Amir.    That  warning  has  been  disregarded.    The 
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force  uudor  my  commatid  has  now  reached  Cabnl,  and  occupied 
the  BaU  Hissar  ;  but  its  advance  has  been  pertinacioaBly  opposed, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  have  taken  a  coDspicnous  part  in 
the  opposition  offered.  They  have  therefore  become  rebels  against 
His  Highness  the  Amir,  and  have  added  to  the  guilt  already  in- 
cnrred  by  tbem  in  abetting  the  murder  of  the  British  Envoy  and 
of  his  companions — a  treacherous  and  cowardly  crime,  which  haB 
brought  indelible  disgrace  upon  the  Afghan  people.  It  would  be 
but  a  jnst  and  fitting  reward  for  such  misdeeds  if  the  city  of  Cabul 
were  now  totally  destroyed  and  its  very  name  blotted  out.  Bat 
the  great  British  Government  is  ever  desirous  to  temper  justice 
with  mercy,  and  I  now  announce  to  the  inhabitants  of  Cabnl  that 
the  full  retribution  for  their  offence  will  not  be  exacted,  and  that 
the  city  will  be  spared.  Nevertheless  it  is  necessary  that  they 
should  not  escape  all  penalty,  and  that  the  punishment  inflicted 
should  be  such  as  will  be  felt  and  remembered.  Therefore  such  of 
the  city  buildings  as  now  interfere  with  the  proper  military  occu- 
pation of  the  Bala  Hissar,  and  the  safety  and  comfort  of  the 
British  troops  to  be  quartered  in  it,  will  be  at  once  levelled  with 
the  ground ;  and  further  a  heavy  fine,  the  amoant  of  which 
will  be  notified  hereafter,  will  be  imposed  upon  the  inhabitants, 
to  be  paid  according  to  their  several  capabilities.  This  pnnish- 
ment,  inflicted  upon  the  whole  city,  will  not,  of  course,  absolve 
from  further  penalties  those  whose  individual  guilt  may  be 
hereafter  proved.  A  fall  and  searching  inquiry  will  be  held 
into  the  circnmstances  of  the  late  outbreak,  and  all  persona  con- 
victed of  bearing  a  part  in  it  will  be  dealt  with  according  to  their 
deserts.  I  further  give  notice  to  all,  that,  in  order  to  provide  for 
the  restoration  and  maintenance  of  order,  the  city  of  Cabul  and 
the  surrounding  country  to  a  distance  of  ten  miles  are  placed 
under  martial  law.  With  the  consent  of  the  Amir,  a  military 
Governor  of  Cabul  will  be  appointed  to  administer  justice,  and  to 
punish  with  a  strong  band  all  evil-doers.  The  inhabitants  of 
Cabul  and  of  the  neighbouring  villages  are  hereby  warned  to  sub- 
mit to  his  authority.  For  the  future  the  carrying  of  dangerous 
weapons,  whether  swords,  knives,  or  firearms,  within  the  streets 
of  Cabul,  or  within  a  distance  of  five  miles  from  the  city  gates,  is 
forbidden.    After  a  week  from  the  date  of  this  Proclamation,  any 
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person  found  ftrmed  within  these  limits  will  be  liable  to  the  penalty 
of  death.  Persona  haying  in  their  posaession  any  articles  what- 
Eoerer  which  fonnerly  belonged  to  members  of  the  British  Em- 
bassy are  reqaiied  to  bring  them  forthwith  to  the  British  Camp. 
Anyone  neglecting  this  warning  will,  if  fonnd  hereafter  in  possea- 
sion  of  any  snch  articles,  be  sabject  to  the  severest  penalties. 
Farther,  all  persons  who  may  have  in  their  pOBsession  any  fire- 
arms or  ammunition  formerly  issued  to,  or  seized  by,  the  Afghan 
troopa  are  required  to  prodace  them.  For  every  country-made 
rifle,  whether  breech  or  muzzle-loading,  a  anm  of  Ks.  S  will  he 
given  on  delivery ;  and  for  every  rifle  of  European  manaGactore, 
Ba.  S.  Anyone  found  hereafter  in  possession  of  snch  weapons 
will  be  severely  punished.  Finally,  I  notify  that  I  will  give  a 
reward  of  Be.  SO  for  the  surrender  of  any  person,  whether  soldier 
or  civilian,  concerned  in  the  attack  on  the  British  Embassy,  or  for 
Bach  information  aa  may  lead  directly  to  his  capture.  A  similar 
sum  will  be  given  in  caae  of  any  person  who  may  have  fought 
against  the  British  troops,  aince  the  3rd  September  last,  and  has 
therefore  become  a  rebel  against  the  Amir.  If  any  snch  person 
80  Burrendflred  or  captured  be  a  captain  ot  subaltern  ofBcer  of  the 
A%han  army,  the  reward  will  be  increased  to  Bs.  75 ;  and  if  a 
field  officer  to  Ra.  120." 

Copies  of  ibis  Proclamation,  printed  in  the  Persian  and  Pakhtn 
character,  will  be  extensively  circulated  in  Northern  A^anistan. 
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CHAPTEK  VI. 

Hm  Bntr;  into  Cabal— Description  of  the  City— Ita  Commospluc  Pactum— SuIIiiidch 
of  tbe  Feopls— The  Order  aguust  Intngaes  with  Afgbtn  Womsu — Freeuitiou 
tgMBM  Fuiaticum— The  Buurs— SBbjectioD  of  tlie  Citj— Ckptnra  af  T*e)Ts 
Qani  on  the  Ghuoi  Bm  I— Eiplonon  in  the  Bolk  BiMU— DeaUi  of  Ctpluo  8h«fto 
— DeatrnotioD  of  HoDiUoiu  of  War — Attack  ou  the  Shatargatd&ii — Bemrn  of 
Captured  OnJnanM. 

Camp  Siah  Song,  13(A  October. 
Cabul  has  been  spared,  bo  far  as  regards  the  wiping  ont  of  its 
Dame  bj  the  destraction  of  the  city ;  but  to-day  it  has  had  to 
safTer  the  hnmiliation  of  seeing  our  troops  march  triumphantly 
through  its  streets,  and  to  feel,  for  the  first  time  for  many  years, 
that  its  freedom  has  passed  sway.  The  terms  of  the  proclama- 
tion, read  by  Sir  F.  Boberts  in  the  Bala  Hissar  yesterday,  have 
been  made  known  to  the  turbulent  populace ;  and  though  they 
have  not  so  far  thought  fit  to  surrender  their  arms,  they  are  wise 
enough  to  keep  them  all  out  of  sight  for  fear  of  consequences. 
Oar  troops  paraded  this  morning  at  ten  o'clock,  and  by  eleven  the 
cavalry  had  begun  to  enter  the  Lahore  Gate  to  clear  the  way  for 
the  General  and  his  StafT.  I  described  very  fully  the  appearance 
of  the  little  army  yesterday  when  tbe  Bala  Hissar  was  taken 
possession  of,  and  there  is  therefore  no  need  to  dwell  upon  their 
bearing  to-day.  They  were  as  smart  and  fit  as  any  martinet  of 
the  old  school  could  have  wished,  and  their  steady  march  through 
the  narrow  streets  and  bazaars  was  as  imposing  as  the  spectacle 
of  the  previous  day.  A  circuit  of  the  city  had  to  he  made ;  and 
by  the  time  the  cavalry  were  well  on  their  way  back  to  the  start- 
ing-point, the  last  of  the  infantry  filed  in.  Following  closely  on 
the  heels  of  tbe  14th  Bengal  Lancers,  the  Major-General  com- 
manding rode  through  tbe  Lahore  Gate,  and,  turning  ofT  soon  to 
the  left,  took  the  street  leading  to  the  Ghandanl  Bazaar,  the 
Hindu  and  Eizilbash  quarter  of  Cabul,  General  Macpherson,  at 
.  the  head  of  the  First  Brigade,  led  the   infentry;  and   General 
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Baker,  with  the  Second  brigade,  closed  the  procession.  Of  course, 
the  67th  and  6th  Ohoorkas  were  absent,  as  tJiey  are  now  garri- 
soning the  Bala  Hissar.  There  was  no  artillery  bronght  in,  as 
the  streets  are  so  tortuous  and  the  bazaars  so  narrow,  that  it 
woold  have  been  difficult  for  the  gans  to  have  worked  through. 
We  hare  not  mnch  artillery  with  ns;  and,  accustomed  as  the 
Cabol  people  are  to  seeing  large  parks,  our  three  batteries  would 
not  have  impressed  them. 

There  has  been  for  bo  many  years  such  a  peculiar  interest 
attaching  to  the  name  of  Cabul,  that  one  naturally  expected  to  be 
struck  with  the  appearance  of  the  city ;  and  it  was  therefore  dis- 
appointing to  find  nothing  in  its  features  remarkable  or  impressive. 
Viewed  from  the  ridge  in  which  we  are  now  encamped,  the  town 
presents  a  mass  of  mud  walls  and  flat  roofs,  with  trees  and  gar- 
dens scattered  among  them,  and  belting  them  on  the  north  and 
east  with  rich  verdure.  To  the  west  the  bastions  and  walls  of 
the  Bala  Hissar,  and  the  double  line  of  fortification  about  the 
Arsenal,  stand  out  in  bold  relief;  the  steep  hills  to  the  north  and 
sonth,  with  the  open  goi^e  through  which  the  Cabul  River  runs, 
forming  an  imposing  background.  Apart  from  these  there  are  no 
distinctive  signs  to  distinguish  the  place  from  any  other  Eastern 
ci^ ;  in  fact,  it  lacks  the  tall  buildings,  mosqaes,  and  minarets 
which  many  a  centre  of  Mahomedan  fanaticism  boasts.  The 
strong  wall  which  once  guarded  it  and  made  it  a  place  of  strength 
has  crumbled  away,  or  been  broken  down,  and  in  its  place  are 
the  wretched  mud  structures  called  honses,  in  which  it  pleases  the 
dtizeoB  to  live.  There  is  one  landmark,  the  tomb  of  Taimur 
Shah  :  its  low  dome  standing  out  in  solitary  state,  and  only  notice- 
able by  reason  of  the  dead  level  of  dreariness  which  surrounds  it. 
The  Cabal  River  is  now  dwarfed  to  a  shallow  streamlet  which  a 
child  coald  wade,  and  the  paltry  bridges  of  masonry  which  span 
it  are  half  ruinons,  and  of  a  style  which  any  Western  engineer 
would  despise.  The  fact  that  there  is  a  river  at  all  is  only  patent 
when  we  come  suddenly  upon  it ;  and  though  it  may  in  flood-time 
swirl  along  with  some  attempt  at  dignity,  it  is  now  beneath  con- 
tempt. The  broad  current  which  roars  by  Daka,  and  finally 
swells  the  Indus  above  Attock,  would  be  angered  if  it  could  see  its 
parent  stream  crawling  so  sluggishly  along  that  even  a  dkobie's  stone 
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might  turn  it  from  its'coarse.  It  is  not  at  Cabal  a  river  to  be 
prond  of,  however  much  it  maj  fertilize  the  valleys  tbroa^  which 
it  niiiB.  It  is  practical  and  commonplace,  and  the  Utter  epithet 
applies  with  some  little  reserve  to  Cabnl  itBelf.  There  is  not  the 
OTerwbelming  interest  aronsed  as  one  traveisea  its  streets  that 
might  be  reasonably  anticipated ;  and  the  picture  of  its  teeming 
life  and  swarming  bazaars  has  certainly  been  overdrawn.  I  do  sot 
mean  to  infer  that  its  streets  are  deserted  and  its  stalls  forsaken. 
There  are  23,000  hoases  and  some  70,000  people  within  its 
boands ;  but  there  is  no  greater  sign  of  active  commerce  than 
Peshawnr  and  half  a  dozen  other  cities  of  Northern  India  present 
to  a  stranger.  As  it  is  far  from  civilization,  and  is  the  first  and 
last  stage  between  Central  Asia  and  India,  accordingly  as  the 
current  of  trade  sets  in  either  direction,  it  has  drawn  to  itself 
merchants  of  varied  nationality,  and  become  an  exchange  where 
trafScking  in  Eastern  and  Western  goods  goes  on  side  by  side. 
In  one  stall  the  silks  of  Bokhara  and  indigenons  products  of  the 
Khanates  are  packed  side  by  side  vrith  the  cloths  of  Manchester  ; 
while  in  another  Sheffield  cutlery  and  "Brummagem  "goods  are  the 
near  neighboors  of  the  mdely-made  iron-ware  and  rongbly-finished 
jewellery  of  native  artificers.  That  the  bazaars  are  full  of  goods 
of  all  kinds,  from  diamonds  to  (Utotiet,  and  &om  kahobt  to  cab- 
bages, is  quite  true,  but  it  all  seems  petty  trading,  and  the  stalls, 
if  nnmerous,  are  small  and  insignificant-looking.  The  city  feeds 
as  it  trades — in  its  bazaars ;  and  the  picturesque  view  of  a  silk- 
merchant's  shop  is  marred  by  its  association  with  the  masses  of 
meat  on  the  butcher's  stall  adjoining,  or  the  incongruous  grouping 
of  the  filthy  goods  of  a  clotbesman  near  by.  And  yet  when  once 
the  feeling  of  disappointed  expectations  has  been  overcome,  there 
is  much  to  notice  and  criticize,  both  in  the  people  and  the  place. 
Our  ride  through  was  necessarily  a  hurried  one— it  is  never  good 
policy  to  make  long  halts  when  traversing  for  the  first  time  the 
greets  of  a  conquered  city — and  apart  from  the  above  comments, 
which  I  have  set  down,  as  they  are  the  general  impressions  left 
npon  my  mind  after  a  hasty  visit,  I  will  try  to  give  a  rough  sketch 
of  Cabal,  such  as  we  saw  it  to-day.  That  it  was  seen  under 
abnormal  circumstances  should,  of  course,  be  steadily  kept  in 
mind. 
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After  entering  by  the  Lahore  Oate,  wide  eaongh  to  admit  two 
horsemen  abreast  with  comfort — the  gate  is  nothing  more  than  the 
nsoal  tall  wooden  framework  let  into  the  dilapidated  mad  wall — 
ve  entered  a  dirty,  ill-kept  street,  and  followed  it  for  a  short  dis- 
tance until  it  branched  off  right  and  left,  to  the  Char  Chowk,  or 
chief  bazaar  in  the  Afghan  qaarter  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  Chan- 
daul on  the  other.  We  took  the  latter  road  to  the  left,  the  dead 
nils  of  the  honses  ehntting  in  all  bnt  the  immediate  view. 
Little  gaps  on  the  left,  where  side  passages  had  been  made,  ea- 
ibled  na  to  see  the  wall  of  the  Bala  Hiesar,  in  places  only  forty  or 
fifty  yards  ofiT.  It  looked  strong  and  menacing  when  compared 
with  the  city  itself.  Leaving  the  fortress  behind  we  turned  to 
the  right,  and  were  soon  in  a  narrow,  bnt  well-kept,  bazaar.  The 
stalls,  raised  two  ot  three  feet  from  the  ground,  were  filled  with 
ardcles  snch  as  one  always  meets  in  native  Indian  cities,  varied 
oecuJonally  by  heaps  of  grapes,  melons,  apples,  and  fmit  and 
vegetables  of  the  kind  which  the  gardens  ahont  prodnce  so  lavishly. 
THIb  was  the  Hindn  qnarter,  and  the  stall-owners  watched  us  ride 
ptst  with  every  expression  of  satisfaction,  salaaming  smilingly, 
ud  DO  doubt  praying  that  the  English  ra^  might  be  now  estab- 
lished and  last  for  ever.  These  Hindus  have  had  rough  times  to 
endure  when  their  Afghan  masters  have  played  the  tyrant,  and 
they  now  see  an  era  of  safety  and  rupees  before  them  which  shall 
repay  them  for  all  their  past  sufferings.  The  bazaar  continued 
for  a  considerable  distance,  and  Hindu  &ces  with  their  caste 
marks  were  replaced  after  a  time  by  a  new  type,  which  showed 
that  we  were  among  the  Persian  residents,  the  Kizilbashes,*  who 
form  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  population.  They  are,  as  a  rule, 
orderiy  and  well-disposed,  and,  being  keen  traders,  are  glad  to  see 
US  as  their  neighbours.  Traversing  the  main  street  of  Chandaul, 
n  left  the  bazaar  and  came  to  a  better  class  of  honses,  all,  how- 
ever, gloomy  and  uninvitiug  to  look  at,  the  high  courtyard  walls 
hindering  any  view  of  the  interior.  There  were  crowds  of  men  and 
hoys  at  every  street-comer  and  gateway,  and  at  intervals  we  caught 
sight  of  a  white-robed  figure  veiled  from  head  to  foot,  out  of 
which  a  pair  of  eyes  just  glanced  for  a  moment  to  look  at  the  cav- 
■iletde,  and  were  then  hidden  by  a  deft  movement  of  the  hand  or 
*  LiUnJIy,  "  K«d-lMiiii,"  Cram  the  aalonr  tA  th«ir  tatbaoa. 
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a  tnm  of  the  head.  On  houBe-tops  or  at  narrow  windows  high 
above  the  street,  similar  fignres  looked  down,  feminine  cariosity 
proving  too  much  even  for  the  restraint  which  controls  life  in 
the  zenana.  With  such  faint  glimpses  we  could  form  no  idea  of 
the  charms  of  the  women  of  Cabul ;  against  indiscretions  with 
whom,  by  the  bye,  we  have  been  solemnly  warned  in  the  foDowing 
order  issued  by  onr  General : — 

"  Sir  F.  Roberts  desires  general  of&cers  and  oEQcers  command- 
ing corps  to  impress  upon  alt  officers  nndei  their  command  the 
necessity  for  constant  vigilance  in  preventing  irregularities  hkely 
to  arouse  the  personal  jealousy  of  the  people  of  Cafanl,  who  are, 
of  all  races,  the  most  Buscepti;:le  in  all  that  regards  their  women. 
The  deep-seated  animosity  of  the  Afghans  towards  the  English 
has  been  mainly  ascribed  to  indiscretions  committed  during  the 
first  occnpation  of  Cabul ;  and  the  Majoi-G-eneral  trusts  that  the 
same  excellent  disciphne,  so  long  exhibited  by  the  troops  under 
his  command,  will  remove  the  prejudices  of  past  years,  and  causa 
the  British  name  to  be  as  highly  respected  in  Afghanistan  as  it  is 
throughout  the  civilized  world." 

There  is  another  version  of  this  old  story,  that  the  indiscretion 
was  all  on  the  side  of  the  Afghan  ladies ;  and  it  is  to  he  hoped 
the  order  will  be  translated  into  Persian  for  their  benefit.  Until 
this  is  done,  tbe  virtue  of  our  brave  soldiers  must  tremble  in  the 
balance,  the  conjugation  of  amo  in  Persian  being  described  as  the 
most  fascinating  step  in  Eastern  philology — when  the  teacher  is 
draped  in  a  yashmak. 

From  Ghandanl  we  passed  through  one  of  the  usual  gates,  and, 
crossing  the  Cabul  River  by  a  narrow  masonry  bridge  of  three 
small  arches,  rode  along  a  path  in  the  western  suburbs  of  Deh-i- 
Afghan  skii-ting  the  bed  of  the  stream.  Several  gardens  filled 
with  frnit  trees,  but  otherwise  much  neglected,  were  passed,  and 
some  houses  of  sufficient  size  to  warrant  the  belief  that  their 
owners  were  men  of  impoi-taoce.  The  handsome  villas  Gabnl  is 
said  to  be  proud  of  were  certainly  not  to  he  seen.  Re-crossing 
the  river  by  another  bridge  not  far  from  Taimnr  Shah's  tomb, 
we  entered  the  Afghan  quarter  of  the  city,  the  route  lying  through 
the  Char  Chowk,  so  called  from  the  four  small  squares  with  drink- 
ing fountains  which  are  found  at  about  equal  distances  along  the 
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liBzaar.  The  place  was  crowded  with  people,  from  gattdily-dressed 
merchantB  to  poor,  ill-clad  Hazara  coolies  (the  Hazara  log  are  the 
hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water  all  over  Afghanistan),  and 
there  was  macb  diversity  of  costume  and  character.  No  sign  of 
resentment  was  shown  towards  ns ;  bat  a  snllen  silence  was  main- 
taioed,  and  the  Tillainons  faces  seen  from  time  to  time  caused 
man;  of  us  to  wish  that  a  little  decimation,  or  some  equally 
healthy  operation,  had  been  performed  among  these  ruffians. 
The  side-streets  were  more  crowded  than  in  the  Chandaul  quarter, 
and  a  sharp  look-out  was  kept  for  any  fanatical  attempt  to  run 
amnck  among  ns.  The  lances  of  the  GeneFal'a  escort  and  the 
rifles  of  the  orderlies  on  foot  were  ready  for  an  emergency;  a 
bloodthirsty  little  Ghoorka  among  the  orderlies  having  hitched 
his  kookrU  ronnd  so  as  to  have  it  handy.  Bnt  no  gkaei  or 
budmask  appeared  anxions  for  martyrdom,  and  we  wended  oar 
way  onwards  peacefully.  Kot  an  arm  of  any  kind  was  carried 
by  any  person  in  the  crowd,  and  the  armourers'  shops  were 
quite  empty ;  the  grindstones,  on  which  many  a  ckura  and 
tulwaT  has  been  sharpened,  were  lying  idle  on  the  ground.  This 
turbnlent  populace  has  been  cowed  by  our  prompt  march  upon 
their  city,  and  as  the  A%hanB  heard  behind  us  the  shrill  shriek 
of  the  pipers  and  saw  the  Highlanders  in  their  kilts  stepping 
along  in  easy  confidence,  they  must  have  known  their  time  had 
gone  by.  Of  course,  all  trade  was  suspended  while  the  march 
was  going  on,  and  the  stall-keepers  looked  far  from  pleased  at 
oar  intrusion.  There  was  none  of  the  impnlsive  salaaming  we 
had  been  received  with  in  Chandaul,  and  many  stood  up  almost 
defiantly  as  if  to  vindicate  their  claim  to  be  considered  the  salt 
of  the  earth.  What  lay  behind  in  the  thickly-packed  houses  on 
either  side  of  the  bazaar  none  of  us  coold  say, — General  Hills, 
the  new  Qovemor,  may  soon  know ;  but  we  could  quite  believe 
from  the  scowling  faces  seen  in  the  side-streets  that  fanatical 
hatred  against  ns  was  still  alive,  if  for  the  time  it  was  held  in 
check.  When  we  proceed  with  our  work  of  disarmament,  per- 
haps it  may  flash  oat ;  and  then  who  knows  that  a  repetition 
of  Pollock's  policy  may  not  follow,  and  the  Char  Chowk  be 
blown  to  the  foar  winds  of  heaven. 

The  bazaar  is  covered  in  at  some  height  above  the  stalls,  whioh 
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can  be  nnmbered  by  the  linndted;  and  is  very  narrow  and 
cramped.  It  would  be  Impoasible  to  describe  in  detail  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  shops ;  bat  the  most  attractivfi  were  certainly 
those  of  the  silk  merchants,  whose  goods,  with  their  brilliant 
colours  and  fine  teztore,  were  openly  diaplsyed.  Richlj-braided 
caps  and  coats ;  boots  elaborately  worked  in  gold  and  silver ;  cstlery 
and  cloths,  both  English  and  native  ;  sweets,  fruit  on  every  hand 
in  huge  heaps,  grain,  spices,  saddles,  harness  for  mules  and  camels, 
piles  of  blankets  and  felt  numdahs  of  wonderful  patterns,  and 
scores  of  other  articles  that  I  cannot  set  down,  succeeded  each 
other  as  stall  after  stall  was  passed ;  and  a  farther  medley  was 
formed  by  the  heaps  of  parched  gram  and  chupatiea  (flat  un- 
leavened cakes),  plates  of  horrible  stews  and  greasy-looking  messes 
which  were  exposed  for  sale.  Next  a  butcher's  shop,  full  of  meat 
curiously  cut  up  and  hung  about  in  admired  disorder,  woald  be  a 
kabob  stall,  the  keeper  of  which  would  be  cooking  his  dainty 
morsels  in  the  open  air,  and  tempting  passengers  to  try  hia 
savoury  little  sticks.  In  all  the  snudl  squares  which  I  have  before 
mentioned  as  giving  the  name  to  the  bazaar,  groups  of  men  were 
lounging  or  squatting  about  the  tank  in  the  middle  of  the  open 
space,  and  here  doubtless  much  of  the  bartering  with  strangers 
and  merchants  from  a  distance  is  carried  on.  The  buildings  in 
the  squares  are  more  pretentions  than  elsewhere,  rising  to  a  height 
of  three  or  four  stories,  and  tbeit  fronts  and  chief  doorways  are 
handsomely  ornamented. 

Our  ride  through  was  soon  over,  and  we  arrived  at  the  street 
where  we  had  turned  off  to  Chandanl  in  about  an  hour  and  a  half 
from  the  time  of  entering  the  city.  Only  one  mosque  was  passed 
on  the  way,  just  as  we  were  leaving  the  Char  Chowk,  and  the  voice 
of  a  mooUak,  shrieking  "  Allah-il-Ullah,"  and  perhaps  cursing 
us  under  his  breath,  could  be  heard  within  the  courtyard,  rising 
over  all  the  din  made  by  onr  horses  as  they  stumbled  over  the 
rough  ground.  Whatever  fanaticism  there  may  be  in  Gabul — and 
that  it  is  highly  fanatical  historical  events  have  only  too  sadly 
shown — it  is  clearly  under  a  cloud  now ;  and  as  long  as  we  remain 
in  the  Bala  Hissar,  with  a  force  ready  for  all  contingencies,  it  can 
never  make  much  headway.  Our  march  through  having  been 
happily  ended.  Sir  F.  Boberts  drew  rein  outside  the  Lahore  Gate 
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aDd  watched  the  iofantry  brigades  file  ont  with  bauds  playing  and 
colours  flying.  Thus  ended  oar  second  and  final  trinmph  in  the 
hamiliation  of  Gabnl,  and  now  there  lies  before  as  the  work  of 
detection  and  puDishment  of  those  who  shared  in  the  maesacre  of 
oar  EnToj,  That  there  are  manj  in  the  city  all  oar  information 
leads  as  to  believe,  and  we  are  not  likely  to  let  them  escape. 

It  is  reported  that  nine  regiments  are  marching  down  from 
TnrkiBtan  to  Cabal,  and  are  even  now  at  Charikar  in  Kohistan. 
Two  sqaadronB  of  the  I2th  Bengal  Cavalry  go  ont  to-morrow  to 
reconnoitre  the  road.  Two  fatal  cases  of  cholera  occorred  to-day  \ 
generally,  however,  the  force  is  in  splendid  health.  Too  liberal 
indalgence  in  fruit  may  possibly  have  been  the  canse  of  the 
cholera.  Brigadier-General  Goagb  will  start  in  a  few  days,  with 
a  small  force,  for  the  Shatargardan,  whence  he  will  bring  on  sap- 
plies.  The  14th  Bengal  Lancers  have  captnred  twelve  gnns  i^j. 
9-poandeTB  and  six  male  gnns)  on  the  Bamian  Boad,  which  were 
abandoned  by  the  Ohazni  Regiments.  The  horses  had  been  taken 
away.  So  far  we  have  heard  nothing  of  the  Khyber  Force,  which 
is  aapposed  to  co-operate  with  this  division,  and  onr  letters  are  still 
sent  to  the  Shntargardan. 

Camp  Siah  Snuo,  16(fc  October. 

We  had  began  to  settle  down  to  a  qaiet  life  in  camp  here  after 
oar  fali-drese  parades  through  the  Bala  Hissar  and  the  city,  and 
after  all  onr  late  excitement  a.  little  rest  was  very  welcome  ;  bnt 
we  have  been  suddenly  shaken  into  action  by  such  an  antoward 
event  as  the  explosion  of  the  vast  stores  of  ganpowder  in  the 
Cabnl  Arsenal,  in  the  neighboarhood  of  the  67th  Regiment  and 
the  5th  Ghoorkas,  who  were  garrisoning  the  fortress.  It  was 
annonnced,  while  we  were  marching  here  from  Kusbi,  that  the 
rebels  in  Cabnl  had  plundered  the  Arsenal  and  looted  the  maga- 
zine, but  this  was  fonnd  aftemards  to  be  only  partially  true. 
They  had  certainly  carried  off  many  rifles  from  the  Arsenal  and 
several  thonsand  roands  of  ammunition,  bat  there  were  still  left 
mtuitions  of  war  sufBcient  to  have  snpplied  all  Afghanistan.  A 
nyatematic  examination,  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Shafto,  of 
the  OrdnaQce  Department,  was  set  on  foot  immediately  oar  troops 
went  into  garrison  in  the  Bala  Hissar,  and  the  result  was  the 
discovery  of  some  millions  of  cartridges,  Enfield  and  Snider,  of 


D,g,t7„lb,.GOOgIC 


72  The  Afglmn  War,   1879 — 80- 

EngliBb  and  Afghan  make,  and  some  ISO.OOOlbs.  of  gunpowder, 
besides  Yalaable  etores,  such  as  could  be  useful  to  an  arniy  engaged 
in  active  warfare.  Daoud  Shab,  the  late  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  Afghan  army  states,  there  is  at  least  1 ,000,0001ba.  of  gun- 
powder bidden  in  the  place.  The  Arsenal  was  little  worthy  of  its 
name  ;  there  were  no  regular  workshops,  no  fouodry  and  but  little 
machinery,  the  building  being  merely  made  up  of  a  score  or  more 
of  godowna  (shedfi)  arranged  under  tbe  strong  walls  of  the  upper 
part  of  the  Bala  Hissar,  on  the  hill  immediately  overlooking  the 
Residency  and  the  Amir's  pleasure-garden,  where  the  Burbar  was 
held  by  Sir  F.  Roberts.  In  these  godowns  there  was  none  of  that 
care  and  precaution  taken,  such  as  is  insisted  npOD  in  English 
arsenals  and  magazines.  The  gunpowder  was  chiefly  stored  in  huge 
earthen  gurrabs  and  dubbers  (such  as  ghee  is  usually  carried  in), 
and  in  m!iny  instances  these  had  been  tilted  over  and  loose  powder 
scattered  on  tbe  ground.  Bits  of  iron,  stray  caps,  and  friction 
tabes  for  artillery  lay  about  in  dangerous  proximity  to  these,  aod 
Captain  Sbafto  bad  to  display  the  greatest  cantion  in  examining 
the  place.  There  was  no  magazine  proper  to  speak  of;  though 
one  godown,  which  was  looked  upon  as  specially  worthy  of  the 
name,  had  in  it  410  jars  of  about  ISOlbs.  each,  or  over  twenty- 
seven  tons  of  gunpowder.  This  was  a  little  detached  from  the 
other  godowns,  and  was  looked  after  carefully,  as  the  effect  of  such 
a  quantity  of  powder  exploding  would  be  terrific.  The  Arsenal  walls 
face  to  the  four  points  of  the  compass,  that  on  the  north  looking 
over  tbe  city,  while  the  eastern  wall  frowns  down  upon  the  lower 
Bala  Hissai,  and  commands  the  whole  of  the  bouses  below.  The 
walls  are  of  great  thickness  at  the  base,  rising  out  of  the  solid 
rock,  which  runs  down  precipitously  on  three  sides,  while  to  the 
west  it  rises  gradually  nntil  it  forms  part  of  the  narrow  Bpur 
joining  the  fortress  to  the  high  ridgo  above.  On  the  eastern  side, 
just  at  the  foot  of  the  rock,  is  built  the  Amir's  pavilion  with  its 
oblonggarden,  some  one  hundred  yards  in  length,  which  I  described 
in  one  of  my  late  letters.  Abont  this  garden  are  clustered  houses 
of  all  kinds,  and  at  the  base  of  the  rocky  hUl  on  tbe  north  are  also 
dwelling-houses.  Tbe  Guides'  quarters,  tbe  Residency,  and  some 
high  buildings  are  near  tbe  south<eastem  comer,  past  which  a 
road  leads  up  to  the  gate  of  the  Arsenal  in  its  soathem  wall. 
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The  outer  walls  of  tho  fortress  are  leas  than  one  hundred  yards 
away,  Eacing  OTer  the  Cabnl  plain,  the  strong  bastions  giving  them 
the  appearance  of  great  stability.  The  &th  Gboorkas  were  in 
tents  near  the  sontb-west  corner  of  the  Arsenal,  and  bad  Inckily 
moved  a  little  distance  away  this  morning,  as  the  wall  looked  sns- 
picioasly  weak.  The  whole  of  the  67th  Foot  were  encamped 
within  the  walls  of  the  Amir's  garden,  and  bad  in  their  cnstody 
the  Mnstanfi  and  foor  other  priBoners  now  awaiting  trial.  The 
two  Gatliog  gnns  were  with  the  troops  in  the  Bala  Kissar.  In 
order  that  a  jnst  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  two  explosions 
which  occurred,  and  the  probability  of  a  third  greater  than  all, 
which  we  are  now  expecting,  I  give  below  a  list  of  the  godowns 
and  their  contents  furnished  to  me  by  Captain  Shafto  two  days 
ago.  He  had  examined  up  to  that  date  seyenteen  godowns,  and 
their  contents  were  : — 

OoDOWHB  IK  THS   BaLA   HiSSAB   AbSENAL. 

No.  1. — Copper  sheeting,  punches,  rolling  machines. 

No.  2. — 15  sacks  of  Enfield  copper  caps,  87  jars  of  powder, 
many  friction  tnbes. 

Xo.  8. — 42  dnbberB  of  powder. 

No.  4. — 410  big  jars  of  powder. 

No.  5.— 190  ditto. 

No.  6- — Foil  of  rope  and  chute  (nets  for  carrying  guns  and 
straw  on  baggage  animals). 

No.  7. — Hemp,  thread ;    paper,  Knsaian  foolscap ;  62  jars  of 
powder,  filled  cartridges,  8  skins  of  loose  powder,  cartridge-boxes. 

No.  8. — Gun  cartridges,  wax  lubricators,  &c.,  103  dnbbers  of 
powder. 

No.  9. — 160  jars  of  powder :  charcoal,  saltpetre,  snlpbnr,  itc. 

Total :  1,000  jars  of  powder,  each  IfiOlbs.  =  IBO.OOOlbs. 

Nos.  10,  11,  12. — Filled  with  rope,   ehuU,  mussucks,  shelves 

for  axes  and  spades,  wood  for  tent-pegs  and  timber ;  godown  full 

of  shot  and  shell  and  bullets ;  and  small  room  full  of   plates  of 

lead  piled  up  to  the  roof. 

No.  13. — Boxes  of  percnssion  caps  and  a  vast  number  of  Enfield 
esrtridgefl  :  boxes  marked  "Ferozepore,  1867." 

Nob.  14,  15,  16, 17- — Boxes  of  Snider  cartridges,  English  and 
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Afghao  pattern,  about  620,000  &om  Dam-Dam  in  perfect  order. 
Also  Eofield  cartridgeB,  old  iron,  and  lead. 

There  were  therefore  some  millioDB  of  oartridgee  and  nearly  seventy 
tons  of  ganpowder,  besides  stores  of  highly  inflammable  character 
in  these  few  godowns,  and  these  have  nearly  all  been  destroyed. 

The  first  intimation  we,  in  camp  on  Siah  Snng  Hidge,  received 
of  the  explosion  was  a  doll  report,  which  wonld  not  have  attracted 
mnch  attention  but  for  a  hage  colnmn  of  smoke  which  rose  from 
the  Pala  Hissar  several  hnndred  feet  in  the  air,  and  plainly  showed 
something  was  wrong.  It  was  a  beautiful  sight,  as  the  silvery  colnmn 
with  the  sun  lighting  ap  its  soft  edges  slowly  spread  itself  ont ;  bat 
there  was  little  time  to  admire  it,  for  we  trembled  for  the  fate  of  the 
brave  little  Ohoorkas  who  were  so  near  the  Arsenal.  The  smoke 
settled  over  the  lower  Bala  Hissar  and  the  city,  obscuring  all  the 
hoildings ;  and  as  it  slowly  drifted  away  the  Arsenal  became  visible, 
with  its  outer  wall,  facing  us,  still  standing,  bat  lighted  up  from 
inside  by  little  sheets  of  flame  and  sudden  rashes  of  smoke,  which 
proved  that  ganpowder  was  still  exploding.  There  was  then  nodoabt 
that  some  of  the  godowns  Captain  Shafto  was  inspecting  had 
been  blown  up,  and  General  Roberts  at  once  sent  messengers  to 
inquire  into  the  extent  of  the  disaster.  Riding  down  to  the  Bala  ' 
Hissar,  we  were  not  long  in  learning,  so  far  as  was  known,  what 
had  occurred.  The  road  leading  upwards  past  the  Residency  was 
blocked  by  the  rubbish  of  the  upper  part  of  the  southern  wall  of 
the  Arsenal,  which  had  been  blown  outwards ;  and  the  explosions, 
which  could  distinctly  be  heard,  were  all  near  the  south-eastern 
bastion,  the  very  point,  it  may  be  added,  from  which  a  murderous 
fire  was  poured  upon  Sir  Louis  Cavaguari  and  his  companions 
by  die  mutineers.  In  the  Amir's  garden  the  tents  of  the  67th 
were  covered  thickly  with  dust,  and  every  pane  of  glass  in  the 
pavilions  had  been  shattered,  though  the  buildings  themBelves 
were  quite  intact.  The  men  had  been  marched  out  as  quickly 
as  possible  into  the  square  adjoining,  and  with  faces,  beards, 
and  helmets  grey  with  dust,  they  looked  as  if  some  shadowy 
change  had  come  over  them.  Colonel  Knowles,  who  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  regiment,  had  tried  to  send  working  parties  up  to 
the  Arsenal ;  but  they  could  not  force  a  way,  and  he  had  soon  to 
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think  of  the  safety  of  bis  own  men,  as  he  learnt  that  only  a 
small  portion  of  the  powder  had  exploded,  and  that  at  anyminnta 
the  larger  stores  might  ignite.  The  explosion,  as  heard  in  the 
garden,  was  described  as  a  smart  shock,  mistaken  at  first  for  an 
earthqaake  :  this  idea  was  soon  dissipated,  as  a  darkness  eqnal  to 
that  of  the  darkest  night  blotted  out  everything,  and  showers  of 
ballets,  stones,  cartridge-cases,  and  bnrning  mbbish  fell  into  the 
garden.  Two  or  three  beams  of  timber  were  also  blown  down  ; 
bat,  happily,  no  one  was  injored  beyond  a  signaller.  This  man 
was  with  a  sentry  on  the  roof  of  the  pavilion  in  which  the  Mns^nfi, 
the  Wazir,  the  Kotwal,  and  two  others  were  confined,  and  he  was 
seen  to  jamp  three  ot  four  feet  down  to  a  lower  roof  as  the  explo- 
sion oconrred.  Nothing  more  was  seen  of  him  until  his  dead  body 
was  found  on  the  stones  below.  The  sentry  escaped  nninjared. 
The  men,  once  the  danger  was  appreciated,  were  qnickly  on  the 
alert,  and  the  gates  were  guarded  in  case  of  any  attempt  to  rescue 
the  prisoners.  No  such  attempt  was  made,  and  leaving  all  their 
kits  behind  the  men  filed  out  towards  the  gate.  In  the  by-streets 
I  came  across  two  or  three  Ghoorkas  with  faces  bleeding  from 
wounds  infiioted  by  falling  bullets  and  stones,  but  their  only 
anxiety  seemed  to  be  fbr  their  comrades  above.  Of  these  I  am 
sorry  to  say  the  subadar-major,  four  havildars,  and  sixteen  men 
are  missing.*  Twelve  were  on  guard  in  the  Arsenal,  and  the  others 
were  counting  out  the  pay  of  the  men  which  had  been  drawn  this 
moming.  They  were  buried  under  a  wall  which  the  force  of  the 
explosion  broke  down.  Anxious  inqnirira  were  also  made  for 
Captain  Shafto,  who  bad  been  seen  in  a  powder  godown,  but  all 
inquiries  proved  fruitless.  His  pistol,  with  the  stock  blown  off, 
was  found  in  the  Amir's  garden  ;  and  as  he  has  not  since  appeared, 
there  can  be  little  doubt  he  was  killed. 

The  order  was  given  for  every  person  to  leave  the  Bala  Hissar 
in  anticipation  of  another  explosion  ;  and  after  riding  out  to  see  if 
the  outer  wall  of  the  fortress  had  been  injured,  I  returned  to  watch 
the  people  turning  out.  It  was  a  mixed  throng  of  soldiers,  camp- 
followers  carrying  the  ammanition  boxes,  and  frightened  inhab' 
itants  hurrying  to  the  gate.  The  soldiers  marched  steadily  and 
*  Tfae  onuldu  were  piOTod  to  b«  CTeataiJlj  tirelve  killad  ud  mtco  woiuided: 
Kming  tbi  torawT  wen  Uie  nbadu-iiwjor  ind  ths  bni  pkj-btTildtn. 
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with  the  nnconcem  of  men  eqaal  to  the  occasion,  a  few  on  fatigne 
datj  working  heartily  in  seeing  the  ammanition  safely  oat.  One 
man  was  dragging  a  Qatling  gnn  which  rattled  over  the  rough 
stones  and  drowned  many  of  the  other  noises ;  while  others  were 
keeping  back  such  saspicioas  Afghans  as  wished  to  return  to  the 
place,  no  doubt  in  the  hope  of  loot.  Women  di-aped  in  white, 
many  with  children  in  their  arms,  made  hastily  for  the  gateway, 
their  lords  and  masters  carrying  a  few  reza\»  (qnilted  bed-coTers), 
to  make  them  comfortable  hereafter.  The  yashmak  hid  the  faces 
of  these  refngees,  bnt  they  were  quite  safe  from  molestation,  and 
this  they  seemed  to  know,  as  they  mixed  freely  with  the  throng 
and  passed  out  to  seek  refnge  with  friends  elsewhere.  Dr.  Bonrke, 
widi  a  strong  party  of  dhoohe-bearers,  was  sent  down  from  camp, 
and  after  tiying  to  get  them  np  to  the  Arsenal  past  the  garden,  he 
ivorked  ronnd  outside  to  the  soathem  wall.  A  difficult  path  led 
up  to  the  ramparts,  and  a  few  Ghoorkaa  made  this  more  passable  by 
breaking  down  a  portion  of  the  wall.  Drs.  Bourke,  Duke,  and 
Simmonds,  with  two  European  soldiers  and  some  Ohoorkas,  went 
np  this  way  into  the  fortress  and  succeeded  in  rescuing  fire 
wounded  men.  They  approached  to  within  thirty  or  forty  yards 
of  the  burning  godowns,  but  the  explosions  were  so  frequent  that 
they  had  soon  to  withdraw.  No  more  wounded  men  could  be 
found,  and  nothing  was  seen  of  those  who  were  known  to  have 
been  on  guard.  The  place  was  then  deserted  except  for  a  few 
mulemen  who  obstinately  kept  with  t]ieir  animals  on  the  walls  as 
far  as  possible  from  the  Arsenal. 

The  67th  formed  up  just  outside  the  Bala  Hissar  gate,  but  by 
order  of  General  Roberts  they  were  withdrawn  still  farther  away 
on  the  Jellalabad  Boad.  We  then  watched  for  the  next  explo- 
sion, and  it  came  at  a  quarter-to-four.  The  report  was  terrific,  a 
dense  black  colnmn  of  smoke,  fivefold  as  great  aa  the  first,  shot 
upwards,  out  of  which  burst  a  few  flashes  as  live  shell  exploded. 
This  time  the  smoke  sank  in  almost  solid  masses  upon  Cabul,  and 
with  it  fell  large  stones,  beams,  and  bullets  in  profusion.  A  little 
group  of  Afghans  with  two  sowars  and  some  European  officers  and 
soldiers  were  standing  near  the  Bala  Hissar  gate.  Through  this 
was  blown  a  shower  of  stones  with  terrible  force ;  four  men 
(A^hans)  were  killed  on  the  spot,  the  two  sowars  and  a  fifth 
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Afghan  being  badly  hart.  This  mnst  have  bees  300  or  400  yards 
from  the  Arsenal.  The  panic  la  the  city  was  very  great,  the  shops 
being  ehnt  and  the  streets  deserted.  Several  of  the  inhabitants 
are  reported  to  have  been  wonnded  by  falling  bullets,  and  this  has 
given  rise  in  their  minds  to  the  idea  that  we  have  destroyed  the 
AxBenal  purposely.  When  we  have  examined  what  is  left  of  it, 
perhaps  we  may  take  that  conrse  in  earnest. 

All  this  evening  we  have  been  watching  from  camp  the  hnmiog 
of  the  Arsenal  and  listening  to  the  constant  explosions  and  the 
incessant  firing  of  cartridges,  the  reports  of  which  as  they  ex- 
ploded singly  or  in  little  groups  from  the  heat  could  be  distinctly 
heard.  As  I  am  writing  now  (2  a.u.)  these  reports  are  still  heard, 
and  vivid  flashes  are  seen  on  the  hillside :  a  third  explosion  has 
jnst  occurred,  bat  it  was  not  so  great  as  the  others.  The  largest 
store  of  powder  is  supposed  to  be  still  untouched,  but  whether  it 
will  explode  is  doubtful ;  if  it  does,  Cabal  will,  indeed,  be  shaken 
to  its  foundations.  Kothing  is  known  as  to  the  cause  of  this 
disaster.  Our  regret  is  not  much  for  the  Bala  Hissar,  which 
many  of  ns  wonid  delight  to  see  destroyed,  bnt  for  the  brave 
fellows  who  are  now  lying  dead  within  its  walls,  scarcely  a  stone's 
throw  &om  the  still  smouldering  ashes  of  the  Embassy.  Search 
will  be  made  to-morrow  for  Captain  Shafto'a  body. 

Camp  Siah  Song,  18(A  OcUA^r. 
There  seems  to  be  a  very  general  opinion  in  camp  that  the 
explosion  at  the  Bala  Hissat  was  not  due  to  any  accident,  but  was 
intentionally  brought  about  by  some  of  the  enemy  who  had  trusted 
to  oar  occnpying  the  place  in  force.  Captain  Shafto,  who  was 
examining  the  war  material  stored  in  the  godowns  which  have  been 
destroyed,  was  carefnl  to  a  fault  in  all  his  work ;  and  it  is  argued 
that  so  great  an  explosion  could  not  have  occurred  unless  prepara- 
tions had  been  made  for  it  beforehand.  Further,  it  is  believed 
that  the  powder  which  did  the  mischief  was  lodged  in  vaults 
below  the  open  ground  within  the  walls ;  and  of  the  existence  of 
these  vaults  we  were  quite  in  ignorance.  The  mode  in  which  so 
large  a  quantity  of  gunpowder  was  stored  was  safe  enough  under 
ordinary  conditions,  the  large  earthen  jars  and  dubbers  exposing  a 
minimum  of  open  surface — just  at  the  mouth — to  the  action  of 
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any  iuflammable  material.  Several  officers,  who  had  JDBt  left 
Captain  Bhafto,  state  that  where  ho  was  engaged  there  was  not 
sufficient  explosive  material  of  anj  kind  to  have  done  more  than 
purely  local  damage ;  whereas  the  shock  felt  was  terrific.  Informa- 
tion by  the  Amir  and  Daoud  Shah  has  since  been  volunteered  that 
the  place  was  vaulted,  and  that  a  tower,  which  still  stands  nn- 
tOQcbed,  was  foil  of  gunpowder.  Even  as  it  is,  the  three  largest 
godowns  examined  by  Captain  Shafto  have  escaped,  and  as  these 
contain  many  tone  of  powder,  and  were  considered  the  largest 
magazine,  it  is  plain  tiiat  the  loss  of  life,  regrettable  as  it  is, 
might  still  have  been  much  greater.  If  treachery  has  .been  at 
work,  there  has  been  some  hnngling,  for  the  explosion  of  the  one 
large  godown  filled  with  410  jars,  each  weighing  ISOlbs.,  would 
have  sufficed  to  have  killed  nearly  every  living  person  within  a 
radius  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  or  even  more.  As  it  was,  the 
second  explosion  at  a  quarter-to-fonr  burst  open  the  outer  gate  of 
the  Bala  Hissar,  and  on  the  road  beyond  several  persons  met  their 
deaths.  The  mud  walls  and  roofs  are  dented  and  broken  by  the 
huge  stones  which  showered  thickly  upon  them  and  were  driveu 
down  from  the  Arsenal  with  terrific  force.  Beyond  two  tents 
belonging  to  the  67th  Regiment  being  burnt  in  the  Amir's  garden, 
there  was  not  much  damage  done  to  property  outside  the  Upper 
Bala  Hissar,  the  height  of  the  bill  on  which  it  is  built  diverting 
the  shock  upwards.  It  has  now  been  decided  that  the  Bala  Hissar 
shall  be  destroyed,*  and  Cabul  thus  rendered  a  defenceless  city. 
The  old  respect  which  was  paid  to  it  mast  inevitably  disappear 
when  its  citadel  and  defences  are  swept  away ;  and  this  must  put 
a  new  feature  upon  the  political  situation  in  Afghanistan.  What 
the  political  state  now  is  it  is  most  difficult  to  say,  for  the  Amir  still 
remains  in  oar  camp,  and  the  numerous  sentries  guarding  his  tent 
seem  to  point  to  bis  presence  being  absolutely  required  in  oar  midst 
until  we  have  decided  apon  whom  the  blame  of  Sir  Louis  Cavag- 
nari's  death  is  to  rest.  The  trial  of  the  five  sirdars  now  in  custody 
has  not  yet  commenced ;  but  evidence  is  accamulating,  and  when 
once  the  Commission  begins  to  sit,  witnesses  will  not  be  wanting. 
To  return  to  the  only  excitement  we  have  had  since  the  S^t 
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on  the  ABmfti  HeightB  on  the  8th.  Earl;  ^esterda;  morniDg  it 
was  obserred  that  the  fire  in  the  Upper  Bala  Hiesar  had  died  ont, 
snd  that  only  a  smoking  heap  of  mbbiBh  marked  the  spot  where 
the  explosions  had  oecnrred.  Half  the  aoatheni  and  western  walls 
of  the  Arsenal  had  been  thrown  outwards  down  the  hillside,  and 
within  waB  a  chasm  in  which  cartridges  still  exploded,  though 
only  faiotlj,  as  if  in  protest  at  being  ignominioasly  smothered 
nnder  crnmbling  walls.  It  was  by  no  means  safe  walldng  in  such 
near  proximity  to  half-consumed  boxes  of  cartridges ;  and  as 
there  was  the  off-chance  of  a  jar  of  powder  going  off  at  any 
moment,  the  risk  was  proportionately  increased.  Besides,  there 
might  be  vaults  loaded  with  powder,  and  Sir  F.  Boberts  very 
wisely  mled  that  the  livoB  of  his  soldiers  were  too  valuable  to  be 
endangered  in  such  a  neighbourhood.  It  was,  however,  necessary 
that  search  should  be  made  for  the  poor  fellows  who  had  been 
killed ;  and,  accordingly,  a  number  of  the  city  people  were  im- 
pressed and  made  to  work  upon  the  ruins.  Dry  earth  and  rubbish 
were  thrown  down  upon  the  smouldering  embers,  and  the  three 
godowns  filled  with  powder  were  banked  up  with  mnd  and  made 
as  fireproof  as  possible  in  the  time.  Kahan  from  the  ambulance 
corps  were  also  sent  np,  and  in  the  afternoon  they  discovered 
Captain  Shafto's  body  and  the  charred  remains  of  the  Ohoorkas. 
They  had  all  been  burled  under  the  falling  walls.  The  loss  to  the 
regiment  of  the  aubadar-major  and  four  pay-havildars  is  very 
serious;  while  we  all  deplore  poor  Shafto's  death,  as  he  was  a 
universal  favourite.  He  was  buried  with  mihtary  honours  this 
morning ;  the  67th  famishing  the  firing  party. 

Yesterday  afternoon  a  strong  wind  swept  across  the  ridge  for 
several  hours,  and  in  the  evening  the  fire  in  the  ruins  broke  out 
afresh  and  blazed  op  till  long  past  midnight.  Small  explosions 
occurred  from  time  to  time,  showing  that  much  powder  was  still 
buried  and  ready  to  ignite.  Fortnnately,  the  wind  dropped  about 
ten  o'clock,  or  the  remaining  godowns  might  have  been  burnt 
down.  To-day  valuable  stores  of  poshteens  and  warm  clothing, 
enough  for  many  hundreds  of  men,  were  come  upon,  and  these 
have  been  carried  into  camp  by  fatigue  parties  without  delay. 
They  will  be  of  immense  service,  as  warm  clothing  for  the  fol- 
lowers is  much  needed.     The   troops,  also,  are  not  too  well  pro- 
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vided  for;  bat  now  Earope&n  and  sepoy  alike  can  be  made 
comfortable  for  the  winter.  It  is  already  bitterly  cold  at  night, 
and  it  has  been  decided  to  move  us  all  into  the  Sherpur  Canton- 
ment, where  are  already  barracks  equal  to  accommodating  3,000 
or  4,000  men.  Huts  will  also  be  built  below  the  Bemaru  Ridge, 
which  forms  the  fourth  side  of  the  fortified  parallelogram,  and 
the  Bemaru  village  will  be  cleared  of  its  inhabitants.  All  the 
houses  therein  will  then  be  available  for  our  army  of  foUowerB, 
who  are  always  the  greatest  eufferers  when  snow  falls  and  frost 
setB  in.  This  ridge  on  which  we  are  now  encamped  is  very  ex- 
posed ;  and  as  the  sun  is  still  powerful  in  the  day,  the  health  of 
the  men  will  be  snre  to  suffer  unless  they  are  protected  against 
the  cold  wind  which  rises  as  the  sun  sets. 

There  is  but  little  news  of  military  moment  just  at  present. 
From  the  Shutargardan  we  hear  of  another  attack  by  8,000  Man- 
gale  and  Ghilzais;  but  three  companies  of  the  8rd  Sikhs  and 
the  21st  P.N.I,  scattered  them  in  the  most  admirable  manner, 
chai^ng  up  hill  at  the  sungan  and  carrying  them  with  the  bay- 
onet. This  hand-to-hand  fighting  is  far  better  than  pitching  shells 
at  long  ranges,  aa  it  teaches  these  ruffians  the  material  our  men 
are  made  of.  There  were  only  800  sepoys  engaged,  but  they  were 
more  than  enough.  The  gallant  way  in  which  they  took  the 
eungar»  and  bayoneted  forty  of  the  defenders  on  the  spot  has 
given  us  all,  from  the  General  downwards,  nnqualified  satisfaction. 
There  is  grand  fighting  material  still  to  be  found  in  many  of 
our  Dative  regiments,  as  Colonel  Money's  two  engagements  on 
the  Shutargardan  have  clearly  proved.  General  Gough,  with 
the  6th  P.C.,  the  6th  P.I.,  and  four  mountain  guns,  left  Cabal 
yesterday  for  the  Shutargardan  to  bring  down  all  the  supplies 
accumulated  there,  and  to  close  the  line  by  way  of  Kotal  for 
the  winter.  Snow  may  now  fall  at  any  time  at  such  an  altitude 
as  the  Shutargardan,  and  it  behoves  us  to  clear  out  the  post  before 
further  difficulties  are  added  to  what  is  already  a  very  difficult  bit. 
General  Gough  may  be  molested  on  his  march,  ae  the  districts  of 
the  Logar  swarm  with  robbers ;  hut  it  is  unlikely  any  organized 
attack  will  be  made  upon  his  party,  whatever  attempt  to  loot  his 
convoy  may  be  attempted  upon  his  return  journey.  As  he  will 
bring  back  the  head-quarters  and  a  squadron  of  the  9th  Lancers,  the 
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Srd  Sikhs,  and  the  moaDtain  gone  now  on  the  Shntargardan, 
he  will  be  able  to  defend  his  charge  vithoat  fear  of  conse- 
qnences.  If,  as  we  learn  this  afternoon,  the  Mangals  have  occa- 
piad  the  heights  in  force,  and  have  cat  off  even  the  grass-Bapplj 
of  Colonel  Money's  little  garrison,  General  Gough's  arrival  may 
be  most  opportune,  and  the  tribesmen  may  teceive  another  sharp 
lesBon.  Sixty  headmen  of  the  Gajis,  Tnris,  Mangals,  and  other 
tribes  between  here  and  the  Shntargardan  have  come  in  at  Sir 
Frederick  Boberte's  request.  The  General  pointed  oat  to  them 
bow  utterly  useless  resistance  was  to  the  British,  as  exemplified 
in  the  &11  of  Cabul,  and  this  they  acknowledged,  promising  to 
keep  their  followers  in  good  order  and  not  to  molest  ns. 

As  we  shall  soon  be  moving  into  our  winter  quarters,  I  send  yoo 
■  complete  list  of  the  guns  captured  up  to  date  ; — 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

Kieention  of  Tim  PtIbwict*— Ho  Eotval  of  {Wml— His  Proabanriiini  to  Um  Poople — 
N<k  Hahomed  Md  tbs  Anir— AgMr  Ebso's  CrioiA— The  HoolUli  Klim]»  Ha*ir 
■nd  bii  Attempt  to  raisa  i  Jtkad — Bffeot  of  the  Bieijiitioni  upon  the  Poq^o^ 
Frep«ring  'Winler  Qa&rtarB— Siepcnian  of  tiie  Tribca  at  the  Shatar^rdtta — 
BiocdUoh  of  Afghan  OfBoen — The  Gonna  of  Jaitio«~5l«m  B«priubi  neoeouy — 
AMian  PanktiGum — Hoatilit^  of  the  lias  of  tha  Feoi^o — Tho  Poaition  of  tha 
Amii— Political  Froblsisa. 

Gaup  Siah  Suko,  20t/i  October. 
To-day  we  hxve  had  the  satiBfaction  of  seeing  marched  cot  to 
ezecntioD  in  the  Bala  Hisear  five  prieoners,  more  or  Ibbb  directly 
concerned  in  the  erenta  of  ihe  laat  few  weeke,  whoae  gnilt  was 
very  clearly  eetablished  in  onr  eyes.  Aa  might  haTe  been  expected, 
it  has  been  do  easy  matter  to  collect  evidence  in  Cabal,  many 
witneBBes  being  afraid  of  after-conseqnenceB  if  they  bore  testi- 
mony to  the  condnct  of  men  nnder  sngpicion.  We  hare  not 
notified  in  any  way  what  is  to  bo  the  dnration  of  oar  atay  here, 
and  once  otir  protection  over  our  well-wiaberB  is  remoTod,  their 
f^te  may  be  readily  imagined.  There  is  no  one  who  cherishes 
revenge  more  fervently  than  an  Afghan,  and  erery  witnesB  wonld 
be  marked  down  by  the  hinemen  of  those  against  whom  he  had 
appeared.  By  a  Uttle  judicions  management,  however,  in  which 
Hyat  Khan,  AsHistant  Political  Officer,  has  been  chief  agent, 
pretty  fall  evidence  has  been  obtained  withont  pnblicity,  and  after 
being  carefully  sifted,  it  has  been  snbmitted  to  the  Military  Com- 
misRion,*  of  which  General  Massy  is  President,  as  the  varioas 
prisoners  implicated  have  been  brought  np.  Yesterday  this  Com- 
mission had  before  it  five  prisoners,  all  of  whom  it  sentenced  to 
death  by  hanging,  and  to-day  this  sentence  was  carried  ont.  The 
terms  of  the  proclamation  issaed  by  General  Roberts  from  Zer- 
ghnn  Shahr  left  no  outlet  of  escape  for  all  snch  persons  as  were 
concerned  in  the  massacre  of  Sir  Louis  Cavagnari  and  his  com- 

■  Ths  memben  of  ths  Comniwion  were  Brigadior-G^eral  Uaaaj  (Praadenl),  Hkjor 
lloriart;,  Bei^  Staff  Corps,  and  Captain  Oninneu,  72nd  BIgliUtidon. 
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panioDB,  or  who  offered  anned  reaistanoe  to  the  British  troops 
advanoing  with  the  Amir  onder  their  protection.  Death  was  the 
penalty  inonrred  in  either  case ;  assassination  being  the  one 
offence,  and  treason  against  their  lawful  soToreign  the  second. 
This  dnaJ  mode  of  dealing  with  oflknders  was  no  doabt  dne  to  the 
inference  that  those  who  chose  to  fight  against  ns  mast  have  so 
fitt  committed  themselves  in  prior  events  as  to  make  .them  in 
technical  term  "  accomplices  after  the  act."  To  aid  and  defend 
a  murderer  is  to  participate  in  his  crime;  and  the  leaders  at 
Charasis  and  on  the  Deh-i-Afghan  Heights,  though  nominally 
only  aeoased  of  high  treasos  against  Yaknb  Khan,  were  really 
guilty  of  abetting  the  men  who  had  fired  the  Residency  and 
slanghtered  its  inmates  in  the  early  days  of  September. 

In  the  attack  npon  our  Embassy  and  in  the  after-tnmnlt  and 
oiganized  resistance  to  onr  troops,  it  was  known  that  the  city 
people  had  borne  a  prominent  part,  and  it  was  therefore  necessary 
that  one  of  their  leaders  should  be  made  to  suffer  for  their  offences. 
Accordingly,  the  Kotwal,  or  chief  magistrate  of  Cabal,  was  arrested 
immediately  after  the  proclamatloQ  of  Sir  F.  Roberts  had  been 
read  in  the  Amir's  garden,  and  he  was  the  chief  personage  among 
tbe  five  tried  yesterday.  The  evidence  against  this  man,  Mahomed 
AsUm  Khan,  was  that  after  the  Besidency  had  been  stormed,  he 
ordered  and  Boperintended  the  throwing  of  tbe  bodies  of  the 
Ooides  over  the  Bala  Hissar  wall  into  the  ditch  below,  where  they 
now  he  in  a  deep  hole  covered  over  vtdth  stones  and  rabbish. 
This  was  his  active  participation  in  the  first  series  of  events,  and 
there  was  no  doabt  the  inflnence  bis  position  gave  him  was  exer- 
daed  in  every  way  in  favonr  of  the  mntineeis,  and  that  he  made 
no  effort  to  control  the  ci^  rabble.  When  it  became  known  in 
Cabal  that  oar  forces  were  encamped  at  Charasia,  he  showed  him- 
self most  active  in  o^;amsing  measores  to  drive  ns  back.  On 
the  night  before  the  fight,  when  all  the  fonatical  passions  of  the 
soldiery  and  tbe  popnlace  were  excited  to  the  utmost,  he  issned  a 
proclamation  in  which  all  faitfafiil  Mahomedans  were  called  upon 
to  assemble  and  march  oat  to  do  battle  against  tbe  British.  This 
was  circnlated  throughont  the  city  and  neighbourhood,  and  brought 
in  many  reomite  ;  while,  to  keep  the  ill-organized  army  np  to  its 
work,  be  gave  Be.  1,000  to  the  bakers  to  cook  food  for  the  troops. 
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This  they  vore  to  carry  with  them  to  the  Charasia  Heights.  The 
police  were  further  employed  to  tarn  oat,  in  the  early  morning  of 
October  6th,  all  faint-hearted  citizens  who  shirked  the  dnty  im- 
posed npon  them  of  meeting  oar  army.  With  a  boldness  that 
seemed  abnost  like  brsTodo,  Aslam  Khan  did  not  seek  safety  in 
flight  when  we  encamped  before  Cabal,  bat  actually  acted  as  onr 
guide,  whea  Sir  Frederick  Roberts  visited  the  rains  of  the  Resi- 
dency. He  explained  very  Tividly  all  that  took  place,  and  even 
pointed  out  the  grave  of  the  Guides  below.  His  defeuce  before 
the  Commission  was,  that  the  bodies  were  thrown  over  the  wall 
by  his  people  without  bis  knowledge ;  and  that  in  respect  of  the 
proclamation,  he  issued  it  at  the  iostigation  of  Sirdar  Nek  Maho- 
med Khan,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  rebels,  who  said  the  Amir 
had  given  orders  to  that  effect.  There  was  just  a  colourable 
excuse  in  this,  as  it  is  now  established  beyond  doubt  that  Nek 
Mahomed  visited  the  Amir  in  onr  camp  the  night  before  Charasia. 
The  Amir  was  really  a  pappet  in  the  hands  of  the  men  then  aboat 
him,  and  it  is  quite  on  the  cards  that  they  authorized  Nek  Maho- 
med to  Qse  his  name  freely ;  and  that  in  this  way  the  proclamation 
was  published.  The  double  dealing  of  the  Wazir,  the  Mustaofi, 
and  Zakariah  Khan  and  his  brother,  have  since  come  to  light,  and 
they  are  now  under  arrest  awaiting  trial,  though  sufficient  evidence 
to  bang  them  is  not  yet  forthcoming.  It  is  an  ill-retam  on  the 
part  of  the  Amir's  retinue  that  the  freedom  granted  to  them  on 
the  march  to  Cabol  should  have  been  thus  abased.  The  messen- 
gers we  allowed  him  to  receive  and  despatch  in  all  good  &ith  seem 
to  have  been  merely  emissaries  of  the  mutineers  preparing  a  trap 
in  which  to  destroy  our  force.  That  Nek  Mahomed  should  be  in 
our  camp  on  the  5th  and  fight  against  us  on  the  6th,  in  command 
of  4,000  or  6,000  troops,  was  the  oatcome  of  our  generosity  to- 
wards Yaknb  Khan,  whom  we  treated  as  a  guest  instead  of  a 
prisoner.  He  himself  is  so  weak-minded  and  helpless,  that  one 
hesitates  to  accuse  him  of  direct  treachery.  But  the  case  is  very 
different  with  his  most  trusted  ministers,  who  are  now  in  safe 
custody  in  the  quarter- guards  of  our  British  i-egiments.  Nek 
Mahomed  is  a  fugitive,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  we  shall  ever  captare 
him,  unless  he  is  ill-advised  enough  to  try  conclusions  with  us  in 
the  winter  months ;  but  if  he  is  ever  caught,  and  can  be  tempted 
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to  make  a  clean  breast  of  it,  the  truth  of  the  whole  business  in 
which  he  was  the  leading  spirit  will  be  made  clear.  It  is  only 
bare  jnstice  to  Yaknb  Khan  to  give  his  own  version  of  Nek  Maho- 
med's interview  with  him.  The  Amir  states  that  he  entreated 
Nek  Mahomed  to  retnm  and  order  the  dispersal  of  the  matinous 
regiments  then  in  the  Bala  Hissar;  to  forbid  the  city  rabble  from 
showing  on;  resistance  to  ns ;  and  to  issue  a  warning  against  any 
one  appearing  armed  in  or  near  Cabul.  This  is  the  Amir's  state- 
ment, and  nntU  Nek  Mahomed  is  forthcoming,  it  mast  be  looked 
upon  as  trnstworthy. 

The  second  prisoner,  if  lowest  in  rank,  seems  to  have  been 
most  intimately  connected  of  the  batch  with  the  revolting  scenes 
following  the  Massacre  of  the  Embassy.  This  was  Aghir  Khan, 
ohowkidar  of  Mundai,  who  was  sworn  to  as  having  carried  the 
head  and  shoulders  of  one  of  the  English  sahibs  from  the  smok- 
ing ruins  of  the  Besidency  to  the  ridge  on  which  stands  the  Upper 
Bala  Hissar,  overlooking  the  city.  This  was  on  the  morning  after 
the  place  had  been  sacked,  and  it  was  generally  believed  that  it 
was  Sir  Louis  Cavagnari's  head  that  was  carried  along.  Aghir 
Eiian's  defence  was,  that  he  took  the  head  with  the  intention  of 
preserving  it  ontil  the  British  shoald  come  ;  bat  that  on  reaching 
the  ridge  the  Kotwal's  people  seized  it,  and  that  he  could  not 
leam  what  afterwards  became  of  it.  His  story  was  quite  unsup- 
ported, and  the  man's  general  demeanour  and  known  character 
were  all  against  him.  A  more  ruffianly-looking  face  could  scarcely 
be  fonnd  in  the  whole  of  Afghanistan,  which  is  very  prolific  of 
soeh  growths. 

In  this  outbreak  of  fanaticism  in  Cabul,  it  was  quite  impossible 
that  the  mooUah»  could  remain  quiet,  their  known  hatred  to  foreign 
intmsion  being  always  a  dangerous  element  in  local  politics.  One 
of  the  five  prisoners  was  Khwaja  Nozir,  a  priest  of  great  influence, 
who  preadied  k  jehad,  collected  large  numbers  of  his  most  fitnati- 
cal  followers,  gave  Uiem  a  standard,  and  sent  them  out  to  Charasia. 
The  fourth  man  tried  was  Saltan  Aziz,  a  Barakzai,  son  of  the 
Nawab  Mahomed  Zaman  Khan,  ex-Goveruor  of  Khost.  Being 
related  in  blood  to  the  reigning  family,  it  was  all  the  more  signi- 
ficant that  SultanAziz  and  his  father  should  have  fought  at  Charasia, 
after  being  leading  spirits  in  arming  the  mob  which  flocked  into 
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the  Bala  HiBsar  od  the  eTening  of  the  £th  October.  The  fifth 
and  kst  prisoner  waa  Kaismh  Khan,  ex-General  in  rank  and 
Superintendent  of  Army  Clothing :  he  played  a  eimilar  part  to 
that  of  Sultan  Am.  All  five  prisonere  were  condenmed  to  death 
by  the  GommiBaion,  and  this  sentence  was  oonfirmad  by  the  Major- 
General  Commanding.  This  morning  they  were  marched  ont  of 
camp  at  half-past  nine,  under  escort  of  a  company  of  the  92nd 
Highlanders,  a  fatigue  party  following  with  picks  and  ahovels  as 
graTe..diggers.  There  was  very  little  ceremony  ohserred,  and  only 
a  few  Cabnlis  &om  the  city  looked  on  as  the  men  were  escorted 
towards  the  Bala  Hissar  gate.  Two  scafiblds  had  been  raised,  the 
Kotwal  being  honoured  with  a  special  rope  outside  the  door  which 
young  Haoiilton  so  gallantly  defended,  and  which  was  eventually 
battered  in  by  the  Gre  of  the  field-piece  dragged  ap  by  the  mutin- 
eers. The  other  foar  were  hanged  on  a  seaffold  built  in  the  court- 
yard, round  which  the  Guides  had  been  quartered.  With  the  nsnal 
apathy  of  Mahomedans,  the  men  did  not  seem  to  appreciate  their 
fiite,  and  gave  no  trouble  when  told  to  mount  the  scaSbld.  They 
were  buried  in  a  nide]y*dug  grave  near  where  they  were  hanged,  and 
the  gallows  still  remain  ready  for  any  other  prisoners  who  may  be 
considered  worthy  of  death.  The  news  of  tiie  execution  is  said  to  have 
hod  a  healthy  effect  upon  the  oity,  it  being  now  made  clear  to  the 
populace  that  our  old,  absurd  mode  of  dealing  with  assasainB  aa 
if  they  were  saints,  has  no  longer  a  place  in  our  policy.  However 
distasteful  the  office  of  hangman  may  be,  it  has  to  be  filled  ;  and 
in  the  present  case  our  army  is  but  taking  the  place  of  the  execa- 
tioQCr  by  pressure  of  circumstances.  The  mutineerB  had  not  the 
coaroge  to  defend  the  city  they  had  incriminated  by  their  acts ; 
and  having  spared  the  city,  all  tjiat  remains  for  us  to  do  is  to 
punish  such  of  the  rabble  whose  guilt  is  brought  home  to  them. 

There  have  been  few  diangea  in  camp  beyond  a  redaction  in  the 
nomber  of  regiments  encamped  on  Siah  Song  lUdge.  The  5th 
Ghoorkas,  28rd  Pioneers,  and  F-A,  B.H.A.,  are  now  in  Sherpur 
cantonments  busily  engaged  in  hutting  themselves.  The  place  is 
so  filthy  that  a  systematic  cleansing  and  fumigating  process  is 
being  instituted  by  Dr.  Porter,  in  chief  medi«d  charge.  The 
floors  of  the  rooms  are  being  scraped  to  a  depth  of  three  or  four 
inches,  and  new  floors  laid  down,  while  the  wholesome  influence 
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of  whitewash  is  also  being  brought  to  bear  upon  the  walls.  Oiu 
troops  are  tai^t  healthy  now — no  cholera  has  been  reported  for  a 
week — and  it  woald  be  absDrd  to  risk  the  ohaBoe  of  typhoid  fever 
and  kindred  difleases  by  negleoting  ordinary  sanitary  precaotions. 
The  bajraeks  are  expected  to  prore  very  eranfortable  qoartets  for 
the  winter,  aa  it  seems  plain  we  ahall  hare  to  stay  here  for  four  or 
firs  months.  Sinee  the  capture  of  the  twelve  guns,  abandoned  so 
hastily  on  the  Qhazni  Boad,  we  have  heard  no  more  of  regiments 
marching  down  upon  Cabal,  and  i<a  the  present  at  least  the 
enemy  may  be  looked  npon  as  non-existent.  From  the  Shatar- 
girdan,  too,  we  hear  of  the  dispersion  to  their  homes  kA  the 
M«ng«.lH  and  Qhilzois  who  have  worried  Colonel  Money  so  per- 
sistently, and  perhaps  there  may  now  be  a  chance  of  our  fort- 
idgfat's  poet  rea<diing  ns.  It  will  be  the  last  from  that  direction, 
•B  it  has  been  resolved  to  trust  in  future  to  the  Jellalabad  route. 
What  is  the  reason  of  the  slow  advance  from  the  Khyber  ?  This 
is  what  every  one  is  asking,  and  the  answer  is  generally  brief 
eoongh :  "  Want  of  transpwt." 


Camp  Suh  Sdnq,  23rd  October. 
Yesterday  two  reasaldarB  of  the  Afghan  cavalry,  who  were 
proved  to  have  been  in  the  Bala  Hiasar  during  the  attack  nptni 
the  Embassy,  and  to  have  shared  in  the  afler-events,  were  marched 
out  to  exeontion  in  the  Bala  Hissar.  When  told  they  were  to 
snflier  death  ignominioosly  by  hanging,  they  showed  no  alarm, 
aaswenng  merely  "It  is  well."  This  indifference  to  death 
stands  these  men  in  good  stead ;  for,  if  found  guilty,  they  are 
executed  within  twenty-four  hours,  thus  leaving  them  only  a  very 
short  time  in  which  to  consider  the  awkward  termination  of  their 
careers.  As  a  Uttle  trait  of  character  it  may  bo  mentioned  that 
OM  of  these  ressaldars,  a  fine  portly  man,  picked  out  the  stone 
from  his  signet-ritig  during  the  night,  hia  pride  no  doabt  prompt- 
ing Um  to  destroy  the  stone  sooner  than  it  should  fall  into  infidel 
hands.  It  may  be  that  he  found  means  to  convey  it  away  secretly 
to  his  friends ;  but  so  close  a  watch  is  kept  upon  condemned 
prisonerB  that  this  seems  nnhkely.  Ten  o'clock  is  the  hoar  at 
vkich  men  are  generally  hanged ;  and  now,  daily,  a  httle  crowd 
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t&  soldiers,  caiup-followers,  and  traders  from  the  city  gathers  near 
the  72nd  qnarter-gnard,  from  which  starts  the  road  down  the  ridge. 
The  soldiers,  in  shirt-sleeveB  and  with  the  favoarite  short  pipe  in 
their  moaths,  betray  bat  fiiiiit  cariosit;,  looking  upon  the  culprits 
with  hearty  contempt,  and  odIj  regretful  that  the;  have  not  had 
to  meet  them  in  &ir  fight.  "If  we'd  been  the  Freuoh,"  I  heard 
one  man  plaintively  say,  "there'd  have  been  more  than  two  or 
three."  No  doubt  there  would;  bat  oar  mode  of  war&re  with 
men,  compared  with  whom  the  Arabs  of  Algeria  are  gentlemen, 
is  very  different  to  that  followed  by  the  generals  of  Napoleon  in. 
The  few  Afghans  who  watch  the  little  company  of  British  infantry 
marching  down  with  the  prisoners  in  their  midst  are  almost  as 
mnch  attracted  by  the  bayonets  of  our  men  as  by  the  preaenoe  of 
their  nnlncky  conntrymen  ;  and  they  soon  tnm  back  to  onr  tenta 
to  mnlct  ns  in  rapees  by  sharp  bargaining  in  poBbteens  (sheep- 
skin coats),  furs,  carpets,  and  Rassian  chinaware.  The  two 
ressaldars  stepped  out  boldly  enoagb  to  keep  pace  with  their 
escort ;  and  whatever  their  feelings  may  have  been,  they  concealed 
them  stolidly  enough.  They  looked  less  brave  when  standing 
pinioned,  with  the  rope  about  their  necks,  facing  the  rains  of  the 
Besidency ;  and  not  one  on-looker  felt  the  least  pity  for  them,  for 
the  shot-marked  walls  on  every  side  call  ap  bitter  memories  and 
silence  any  thought  of  meroy.  Onr  Black  Assize  is  a  very  small 
one  80  far ;  for  the  nuyority  of  the  leaders  have  escaped,  and  we 
have  to  content  ourselves  with  the  small  fry.  Even  as  it  is,  men 
are  remanded  from  day  to  day  if  the  evidence  is  at  all  fanlty,  and 
the  Military  Commission  are  careful  to  avoid  jumping  to  condn- 
sious.  To-day  a  sepoy  of  the  1st  Herat  Begiment  was  hanged ; 
and  as  he  was  caught  in  the  city  by  a  Kizilbash,  it  is  expected 
that  more  of  his  companions  are  still  hidden  within  the  walls. 
With  a  temerity  that  showed  his  desperate  case,  this  man  had  his 
rifle  and  ten  cartridges  with  him,  bnt  he  made  no  show  of  resist- 
ance. The  difficulty  of  obtaining  evidence  is  gradually  disap- 
pearing, the  Kizilbash  who  handed  the  sepoy  to  General  Hills, 
Military  Governor  of  Cabul,  coming  forward  openly  and  stating 
all  that  he  knew.  It  is  to  these  Kizilbashes  that  we  shall  have 
greatly  to  trast  in  examining  into  the  details  of  tiie  Massacre,  as 
the  city  people  are  all  against  ns.     Being  semi-independent,  and 
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formmg  a  powerful  sectioii  among  them^elveB,  the  Kizilbaebea 
have  less  to  fear,  than  others,  from  any  measures  of  rerenge  that 
may  afterwards  be  taken  against  them ;  and  if  we  can  once  get 
them  to  apeak  openly,  otir  work  will  be  greatly  simplified.  Of  the 
Becret  eombination  which  Knehdil  Ehan,  Nek  Mahomed,  and  the 
other  influential  chiefs  abont  the  Amir's  person  promoted,  it  will 
be  far  more  difficolt  to  take  ap  the  threads ;  but  there  is  still 
some  hope  of  tracing  the  conspiracy  to  its  source.  As  the  inveBti- 
gation  proceeds,  and  the  varions  statements  forthcoming  are  dove- 
tailed into  each  other,  it  will  become  plain  npon  whom  the  chief 
gnjlt  IB  to  rest.  There  are  still  several  prisoners  to  be  tried,  and 
each  day  adds  its  little  qnota  of  evidence  against  the  large  class 
of  "  saspects." 

There  will  no  doubt  be  exception  taken  to  the  conrse  Sir  F. 
Roberts  is  panning,  and  political  capital  may  be  made  ont  of  it  ;* 
but  unless  the  mission  of  the  army  now  before  Cabul  is  to  be  a 
&iliire,  there  is  no  option  bat  to  follow  oat  to  the  end  the  lines 
of  policy  laid  down.  The  marder  of  oar  Envoy  and  his  escort  was, 
as  the  Proclamation  in  the  Bala  Hissar  of  October  12th  sets 
forth,  "a  treaoherons  and  cowardly  crime,  which  has  broogbt 
indelible  disgrace  npon  the  Afghan  people,"  and  there  is  bat  oae 
punishment  for  treachery  and  cowardice  of  this  Mud.  If  daily 
execationa  are  to  be  the  rale  for  the  next  few  weeks,  they  can  only 
be  those  of  isolated  persons  who  may  fall  into  oar  hands ;  and 
their  death  is  a  very  small  atonement  for  the  crime  in  which  so 
many  participated.  The  city  rabble  ia  anpnnished;  the  Herat 
regiments  have  escaped ;  and  if  we  are  nominally  in  possession  of 
Northern  Afghanistan,  that  possession  means  very  little  to  the 
mffiaos  we  have  to  deal  with.  They  will  pocket  oar  rapees  and 
thrive  upon  as  as  long  as  we  remain  ;  and  the  instant  we  take  onr 
departure,  their  arms,  now  hidden,  vrill  soon  be  fdrbished  op 
again  for  future  mischief.  Apart  &om  this  view  of  the  case — 
which  is,  of  coarse,  only  taken  as  regards  the  discontented  and 
fanatical  part  of  the  nation  more  nearly  concerned  in  the  events 
of  the  first  week  in  September — there  are  two  other  considera- 
tions which  have  to  guide  us  in  all  that  we  are  doing.  The 
first  is  that  onr  presence  is  not  desired  by  any  Afghan  of 
*  nii*  axpectaticn  pn>T»d  odIj  too  v«ll-fognded. 
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^irit  in  thd  coimtr;,  and  the  second  and  far  more  Beriona  is 
that  we  liaTe  on  our  hands  and  are  proolaiming  onrselTes  the 
proteetoTB  of  a  sovereign  who  has  soarcely  a  veatige  of  power. 
Of  oar  positioQ  towards  the  Amir  Yakob  Kban  I  will  speak 
presently;  bat  the  suUeo  8abmi8eio&  of  the  people  can  more 
readily  be  disposed  oC  Whatever  despot  has  goremed  Afghania- 
tan  his  anbjeots  have  always  preferred  to  sofFer  ander  his  rala 
than  to  sabmit  to  ontside  interference ;  and  {his  jealousy  of 
foreign  introders  has  always  been  a  stumbling-block  in  oar 
dealings  with  Amirs  in  days  gone  by.  We  have  bad  to  oal- 
calate  not  only  upon  the  sincerity  of  the  raler,  bat  opon  his 
capacity  for  controlling  the  fanaticism  of  bis  subjects.  Up  to 
the  Treaty  of  Gundamak,  we  blindly  believed  that  auoh  eapaeity 
could  flzist.  Now,  after  being  roughly  nndeceived,  we  have  taken 
for  a  time  these  sabjectB  under  oar  immediate  control,  and  wd 
find  them  submitting  to  superior  force,  bnt  yielding  in  no  way 
cordially  to  their  &te.  We  can  traat  them  while  an  army  is 
among  them,  but  our  acta  are  only  looked  npon  as  temporary,  and 
not  the  least  active  assistance  can  be  counted  upon  in  our  search 
afl«r  those  whom  we  have  come  to  punish.  The  people  vrill  give 
supplies  when  each  village  is  visited  by  a  pnrohasing  party,  strongly 
escorted  by  out  cavalry  ;  bat  otherwise  they  would  gladly  let  ub 
starve  sooner  than  open  their  grain-stores  for  our  benefit.  The 
few  days  on  which  we  had  to  fight,  every  villager  who  thought  ho 
could  do  BO  with  safety  to  his  own  skin  pulled  tri^;er  upon  detached 
parties  of  our  men ;  and  if  the  headmen  are  now  coming  in, 
seeing  Gabul  is  at  oar  mercy,  it  is  because  they  dread  a  visita- 
tion &om  our  troops.  They  are  as  insincere  in  all  their  pro- 
testationB  of  friendship  as  forty  years  ago ;  bat  we  pat  the  premier 
value  now  upon  their  promises,  and  are  strong  enough  to  pnnish 
them  if  occasion  arises.  Snch  is  the  attitude  relatively  of  our 
army  and  the  people :  the  only  sign  we  give  of  our  siqiremacy  being 
by  keeping  a  tight  hand  upon  Cabal  itself,  and  by  hanging  soefa 
of  our  priBoners  as  participated  in  its  crime. 

Our  relations  with  the  Amir  are  on  a  very  difierent  footing, 
though  it  would  possle  a  Bossian  diplomatist  to  say  what  is  the 
basis  of  our  policy.  It  is  a  mixture  of  suspicion,  forbearance, 
and  contempt.    Once  Yakob  Khan  had  Uirown  himself  apoa  our 
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proteetioii  and  disowned  the  act^  of  the  mutineers,  his  perBonal 
nfetj  WM  assured,  and  tbia,  no  doabt,  was  his  first  aim.  Bat  hov 
mueh  farther  did  he  mean  to  go  ?  That  he  heartily  desired  his 
tnrtiHlent  regiments  to  be  pnnished  one  con  well  believe,  and  that 
ba  Behemed  to  save  Cabnl  from  the  &te  it  had  courted  is  quite 
posnble ;  bat  unless  an  acoomplioe  in  their  aots,  he  conld  not 
htre  expected  that  his  most  tmsted  ministers  and  kinsmeo  would 
be  arrested  and  himself  confined  to  onr  oamp.  Here  be  mast  see 
mu  BospimoD  peeping  ont ;  bat,  then,  mark  onr  forbearance.  In 
our  procIamatioDB  rebellion  against  the  Amir  has  been  cited  as 
vorthf  of  death ;  we  are  living  apon  tribute  grain  collected  as  due 
to  bim ;  the  citizens  of  Cabal  have  been  declared  "  rebels  against 
His  HighneBB,"  and  onr  Military  Qovemor  of  the  city  is  "  admin- 
iiteiing  jnstioe  and  panishing  with  a  strong  hand  all  evil-doers  " 
vith  his  "  coneent."  This  is  one  side  of  the  pictore,  and  these 
lets  are  the  direct  oatcome  of  onr  efforts  to  re-establish  something 
Hke  order  after  the  anarchy  which  prevailed  when  we  began  onr 
minh  apon  the  capital.  There  ia  nothing  of  contempt  in  them  ; 
it  is  merely  laying  the  fonndatioos  for  replacing  the  Amir  on  his 
throne  more  secnrely  for  the  fntare.  Oar  forbearance  is  farther 
(hovn  by  the  oonsideration  displayed  towards  his  subjects :  nothing 
U  takes  that  is  not  paid  for — and,  in  most  iastances,  exorbitantly 
paid  tor — and  there  is  not  the  slightest  affectation  of  treating  the 
CDimtry  through  which  we  pass  as  conquered  territory.  Bat  there 
i>  another  side  of  the  picture  where  new  aspects  appear  and  some 
■nomalies  crop  up.  The  Amir's  authority  is  proclaimed  as  jnsti- 
fieation  for  many  of  our  acts ;  and  yet  at  the  same  time  ve  loot  ■ 
bia  dtadel,  and  seize  upon,  as  spoils  of  war,  all  guns  and  muni- 
tions of  war  which  for  a  few  weeks  only  had  passed  out  of  his 
hands  into  those  of  the  rebels.  Did  he,  by  abandoning  his  capital 
u>d  its  defences,  lose  all  right  and  interest  in  the  cannon 
vbich  guarded  them,  in  the  ammunition  collected  for  years  past 
in  the  Bala  Hissar,  and  in  the  very  clothing  prepared  for  his  regi- 
ments ?  Apparently  he  did,  for  the  two  hundred  and  fourteen 
gons  now  in  our  camp  are  looked  upon  as  captured  from  an  enemy 
*ho  used  many  of  them  against  ns  ;  the  nntold  quantity  of  gon- 
powder  which  the  explosion  of  the  16th  left  untouebed  is  to  be 
destroyed  ;  and  oar  camp-followers  are  masquerading  in  the  warm 
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imifonnB  of  A^han  Highlanders.  This  is  the  feature  of  contempt 
in  our  policy.  Out  war,  unlike  that  of  last  year,  ie  against  the 
subjects  of  the  Amir,  and  not  against  the  Amir  himself;  and,  so 
&r  as  we  have  gone,  we  have  assumed  the  functions  of  the  sove- 
reign in  their  fullest  sense,  using  his  name  only  to  smooth  away 
difficulties  that  would  otherwise  have  to  be  overcome  by  force. 
This  assumption  has  had  to  be  made  for  the  simple  reason  that 
Yakub  Ehan  is  too  weak  and  vacillating  to  esercise  the  authority 
which  we  have  so  ostentatiously  recognized,  and  his  ministers  too 
corrupt  to  be  trusted  near  his  person.  But  beyond  the  immediate 
exercise  of  military  power  in  Cabul  and  its  neighbourhood,  we  can 
do  nothing.  There  is  no  responsible  Oovemment  which  could 
take  out  of  our  hands  the  task  of  bunting  up  the  men  who  have 
been  guilty  of  treachery  and  murder ;  and  as  oar  Grst  duty  is  to 
oar  dead  Envoy  and  not  to  the  living  Amir,  it  follows  that  out 
present  work  is  that  of  judges  and  not  of  king-makers.  That 
work  has  to  be  done,  and  we  are  doing  it  anflinchiugly,  and  ontil  it 
is  completed,  the  Amir  must  be  content  to  accept  his  position  as  a 
sovereign  in  leading  strings.  By  the  time  we  have  dealt  with  all 
the  culprits  that  can  be  captured,  the  clond  of  suspicion  now  rest- 
ing upon  Yakub  ELhan  will  either  have  deepened  or  been  dissipated, 
and  onr  second  duty  of  punishing  or  aiding  him  under  bis  diffi- 
culties will  then  have  to  be  fulfiUed.  The  drift  of  evidence  seems 
now  fairly  in  his  favour,  t.e.,  he  was  not  involved  in  the  work  of 
Nek  Mahomed  and  Knshdil  Khan  ;  and  taking  it  as  most  probable 
that  he  will  finally  be  convicted  of  nothing  worse  than  weakness, 
it  will  remain  with  us  to  say  if  be  is  again  worthy  of  our  trust. 
With  his  army  dispersed,  and  bis  artillery  (which  goes  for  so  much 
in  the  eyes  of  Asiatic  nations)  in  our  bands,  the  only  semblance  of 
power  be  can  derive  will  be  reflected  from  our  arms — if  we  re- 
instate bim  in  good  &ith.  And  if  bis  weakness  is  held  as  onr  jas- 
tification  for  reducing  him  to  the  rank  of  a  political  pensioner, 
comfortably  housed  in  India,  are  we  to  fit  oat  hie  successor  with 
new  war- trappings,  which  may  at  any  moment  be  seized  by  mutin- 
ous regiments  and  turned  against  as  at  the  first  opportunity  ? 
More  unlikely  things  have  occurred  than  this ;  but  unless  oar  army 
carries  back  with  it  to  India  the  trophies  it  now  boasts  of,  there 
will  be  sad  disappointmeut  in  every  mind. 
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I  lutve  dwelt  with  great  pertinacity  npon  the  political  aide  of 
the  Afghan  question  aa  it  is  developing  nnder  the  walls  of  Cabul, 
becaase  oar  late  aacceBBes  ma;  have  overshadowed  the  great  pro- 
blem which  has  now  to  be  worked  ont,  viz.,  what  are  the  &tare 
relations  between  India  and  Afghanistan  to  be  ?  From  what  I 
hive  written,  a  fair  judgment  may  be  formed  as  to  whether  the 
nngoine  view,  that  the  tine  of  policy  laid  down  in  the  Treaty  of 
Gondamak  still  remains  good,  can  be  consistently  maintained. 
Tbe  arrest  of  the  Mnstanfi,  the  Wazir,  and  their  two  intimate 
Mends,  has  raised  the  revolt  in  Cabnl  far  above  the  level  of  a 
local  iiM/ate  of  diseontented  soldiers. 


CHAPTER  Vm. 


Ae  Lme  of  ConUDnniMliaB  with  ths  KDrram  Tallej — HoiUle  Aotion  of  (he  Tribea — 
SkirmUi  od  ths  Sarkhu  Eotkl— Dcfut  of  the  Tribennea  bj  the  Sbntargardui 
OtrriioD — Tbe  Edsidj  EelnforMd  -The  Okmrcn  SiLnoQtiiled — Berious  Complie*- 
lioaa — Tl>a  Shotsisatdui  reliered  b;  Qansnl  Charln  Ooogh. 

Camp  Suh  Suno,  24(&  October. 
Thsee  is  one  great  couBolation  for  tbe  troops  who  did  not  share 
in  the  advance  npon  Cabal,  and  that  is,  they  have  not  been 
allowed  by  the  tribes  in  oar  rear  to  rest  in  peace  at  the  stations 
guarding  the  Kurram  Hne  of  commnuicstioD.  General  Gordon  at 
All  Kheyl,  and  Colonel  Money  at  tbe  Shutargardan,  have  had  their 
hands  very  fall  indeed  daring  the  past  few  weeks ;  Mangala, 
Ghilxsis,  and  their  allies  considering  it  a  grand  opportanity  for 
■ttack.  The  bulk  of  oar  army  was  too  far  ahead,  and  bad  too 
important  a  mission  to  falfil,  to  send  back  reinforcementa ;  and  no 
donbt  these  mongrel  tribesmen  believed  they  would  have  it  all 
Uieir  own  way.  I  hear  that  they  called  apon  the  Shinwaris  and 
Kbagianis  on  the  northern  slopes  of  the  Safed  Eoh  to  come  over 
and  join  in  the  rare  chance  that  was  presented  of  catting  up  oar 
troops ;  but  the  ill-timed  zeal  of  the  Mangal  moollahs  spoiled  the 
whole  arracgemeat.  They  gave  ont  that  we  had  been  defeated  at 
Cabal,  and  farther  promised  their  fanatical  followers  that  bnlletB 
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and  bayonets  should  leave  them  unscathed  for  a  few  days  if  they 
voold  only  attack  the  handftil  of  Infidels  then  left  at  their  mercy. 
Accordingly  Ali  Eheyl  was  attacked,  and  the  result  of  tlie  fighting 
in  that  neighbourhood  was  the  complete  dispersal  of  the  teibesmen. 
At  one  time  the  sitnation  seemed  so  fall  of  peril  that  General 
CKtrdon  made  np  his  mind  to  abandon  the  Shutargardan,  Colonel 
Money  having  informed  him  that  he  was  snrronnded  on  all  sides, 
his  forage  cat  oCT,  and  his  water>snpply  threatened.  Snch  a  step 
wonld,  of  coarse,  have  only  been  resorted  to  in  the  last  extremity, 
for  B  force  retiring  through  the  Haz&ra  Darnkht  defile,  followed  by 
swarma  of  car  enemy,  confident  that  their  snccess  was  aaanred, 
might  have  ended  in  a  disaster.  But  there  were  at  the  Shatar* 
gardan  two  aplendid  fighting  regiments,  well-officered  and  in 
perfect  trim,  and  their  stubborn  resistance  kept  the  enemy  in 
check  until  it  was  too  late  for  them  to  profit  by  onr  difficulties. 
Daring  the  worst  period  at  the  Shutargardan,  Oeneral  Hngh 
Gougb  with  the  6th  Punjab  Cavalry,.  6th  Punjab  Infantry,  and 
four  mountain  guns  was  on  his  way  thither  to  bring  down  supplies 
and  close  the  commonication,  as  it  Wf(a  no  longer  needed ;  and  a 
welcome  flash  from  Captain  Straton's  helic^iaph  informed  Colonel 
Money  that  help  was  at  hand.  The  Mangals  and  their  allies  seem 
to  have  had  earlier  information,  for  they  had  already  begun  to 
disperse,  though  their  stray  shots  into  camp  kept  the  garrison 
alive,  and  cost  them  something  in  the  way  of  chargers  and  baggage 
animals.  The  abandonment  of  the  post  in  the  face  of  an  enemy 
far  superior  in  number  was  thus  happily  avoided,  as  well  as  the 
ill-effect  it  would  have  bad  upon  every  tribesman  from  Thull  to 
Cabul.  It  is  believed  here  that  there  was  a  tendency  to  exag- 
gerate the  danger  at  Ali  Kbeyl,  and  that  undue  importance  was 
attached  to  the  attack  there ;  bet  we  are  loth  to  think  that  G-eneral 
Gordon  would  have  recalled  the  two  regiments  from  the  Shutar- 
gardan merely  to  strengthen  his  own  post.  Such  a  step  might 
have  brought  about  a  really  eerioas  conflict,  as  it  would  have  been 
too  glaring  an  admission  of  weakness  not  to  have  been  appreciated 
by  the  neighbouring  tribes.  Of  the  earlier  fighting  at  the  Surkhai 
Kotal  on  the  14tb,  we  have  now  full  accoonts  from  Colonel  Money, 
which  I  give  below. 

On  the  13th  instant  information  was  brought  into  the  camp  at 
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Shat«rg&rdftD  th&t  the  Mach&Iga  Ghilzais  were  assembling  in 
fone  and  wonld  probably  appear  near  Karatiga  and  the  Snrkbai 
Kotol,  on  that  Bide,  for  the  pnrpoee  of  blocking  np  the  road  to  AH 
Ehejl  and  molesting  oar  picqnet  on  the  Kotol.  That  miBchief 
woB  on  foot  vas  proved  by  the  telegraph  wire  to  Ali  Eheyl  being 
ent  at  nine  o'clock  the  same  evening.  The  next  moming  Colonel 
Money,  in  sending  the  nscal  relief  of  90  men  to  the  pioqoet, 
ordered  Major  Collis,  commanding  the  2l8t  P.N.I.,  to  take  two 
eompaaieB  of  his  regiment  and  two  gnoB  of  Uie  Kohat  Monotain 
Battery,  and  see  what  was  occorring.  He  was  farther  to  attack 
and  disperse  any  bodies  of  tribesmen  who  might  have  assembled, 
to  detach  a  party  to  bring  np  ammanition  left  at  Karatiga,  and  to 
repair  Uie  telegraph  wire.  On  arriTing  at  the  Kotal,  Major  Gdllis 
fonnd  the  pioquet  already  engaged  with  a  large  body  of  Ohilzais, 
1A0  had  attacked  at  daybreak.  His  first  Btep  was  to  seise  a  hill 
on  the  light  commanding  the  Kotal,  which  the  enemy  had  failed 
to  occnpy.  Fifty  sepoys  andera  Aative  officer  were  soon  swarming 
sp  this,  and  in  the  meantime  Captain  Morgan  opened  fire  with 
the  moantain  gans  upon  funjtars  filled  with  men,  on  a  bill  to  the 
east.  l%e  shells  were  well  pitched,  and  the  enemy  were  bo  shakea 
that  when  60  rifles  of  the  Slst  P.N.I.,  nnder  Captain  Gowan, 
and  a  aimilar  nnmber  of  the  8rd  Sikhs  onder  Lieatenant  Fasken, 
went  in  at  them  wiUt  tlie  bayonet,  they  abandoned  their  «u.ngart, 
leaving  seversi  killed  and  wonnded  on  the  ground.  The  tribesmen 
then  attacked  on  the  south  of  the  position,  and  came  under  fire  of 
the  60  men  first  sent  up  to  occupy  the  hill,  commanding  the 
KotaL  A  company  of  the  2lBt  F.N.I.,  under  Lieutenant  Yoang, 
was  detached  to  strengthen  this  point,  and  at  the  Bame  time  a 
welcome  reiuforoement  of  100  of  the  3rd  Sikhs  under  Major 
Griffitlis  arrived.  One  company  of  these  doubled  over  ihe  open, 
and  got  in  rear  of  600  of  tiie  enemy  whom  Captain  Oowan  and 
Lieutenant  Fasken  were  driving  back,  and  soon  the  hills  to  the 
north  were  all  cleared.  But  on  the  eoath  there  were  still  2,000 
men  to  be  dealt  with ;  and  as  they  were  Bhowing  a  bold  front. 
Major  Griffiths  jndged  that  a  combined  movement  mast  be  made 
against  them  as  soon  as  the  two  companies  returned  &om  parsning 
the  600  men  they  had  scattered.  The  advanced  company  of  the 
2lBt  P.N.I.  nnder  Lieutenant  Young  was  bearing  the  brunt  of 
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the  enemy'B  fire,  and  Major  Collie  vas  left  on  the  Kotsl  with 
instrnctioiiB  to  proceed  to  their  relief  along  the  crest  with  his  two 
companieB  when  the;  returned,  their  right  being  protected  by  100 
of  the  8rd  Sikhs  and  two  guns.  Major  GrifBthB  took  the  gnns  to 
the  8rd  Sikhs,  bnt  od  ronnding  the  shonlder  of  the  hill  he  found 
that  it  woold  be  dangerous  to  wait  any  longer,  as  the  enemy  were 
growing  bolder  every  minute.  The  company  of  the  21st  P.N.I.* 
□nder  Lieutenant  Young  accordingly  charged  along  the  ridge  and 
captured  two  standards,  while  the  3rd  Sikhs  under  Lieutenant 
Cook  (with  whom  as  volunteerB  were  Captain  Turner,  PoUtioal 
OfBcer;  Captain  Waterfield,  B.A. ;  Captain  Nicholson,  B.E. ; 
Lieutenant  Fisher,  10th  Hussars ;  Lieutenant  Shentone,  Aide- 
de'6amp ;  and  Mr.  Josephs,  Superintendent  of  Telegraphs)  came 
to  close  quarters  on  the  slope  below.  The  enemy  retreated  tiU 
they  reached  a  spur  running  at  right-angles  to  the  ridge  on  which 
they  bad  raised  more  strong  sunj/ara.  The  sepoys  soon  fonnd 
themselves  checked  in  their  ru^h,  the  2lBt  getting  into  broken 
ground  commanded  by  the  main  swngar,  while  the  Sikhs  had  to 
halt  at  a  ravine,  the  opposite  side  of  which  was  bare  of  cover  and 
swept  by  the  fire  of  the  ghazis.  Captain  Waterfield,  having  shot 
down  a  man  with  his  revolver,  was  himself  shot  through  the 
thigh  directly  afterwards,  and  was  pluckily  removed  out  of  danger 
by  Lieutenant  Cook.  The  mountain  guns  were  brought  into  action 
again  over  the  heads  of  the  troops,  as  Major  CoUis  was  still  wait- 
ing for  his  two  companies  to  come  up ;  tot  the  enemy  seeing  so 
small  a  number  of  men  opposed  to  them,  i^ai^ed  oat  of  the 
Bungam,  sword  in  hand,  at  Lieutenant  Young's  company ;  and, 
though  checked  by  a  hot  fire,  secured  a  good  position  &om  which 
to  repeat  the  manceuvre.  Just  in  the  nick  of  time  Major  Collis 
arrived  with  his  two  companies,  and  three  shells  having  been 
dropped  right  into  the  enemy's  advanced  position,  he  led  the  20th 
straight  at  their  atmgara  and  cleared  the  ridge  in  fine  style.  The 
enemy  fought  most  pluckily,  hurling  stones  at  our  men  as  they 
went  up  to  the  mngara  and  leaping  oat  to  meet  them  ;  opposing 
their  short  swords  to  the  sepoys'  bayonets.  Their  numbers  wore, 
however,  of  no  avail  against  the  splendid  form  of  oar  gallant 
fellows,  and  after  a  short  hand-to-hand  stru^le  they  broke  and 
fled  towards  Spegha.     They  were  porsned  for  over  a  mile,  and  the 
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monntain  goss  har&Bsed  them  BtUl  further.  Their  nnmber  was 
c&lealiited  at  betweea  8,000  and  4,000,  and  they  were  beateo  in 
&ir  fight  by  150  of  the  21st  P.N.I,  and  100  of  the  3rd  Sikhs, 
aided  by  two  monntaio  gnns.  Forty  of  their  dead  were  counted 
on  the  ground,  and  their  total  loss  is  estimated  at  200  killed  and 
woimded ;  while  our  casaalties  were  only  two  killed  and  Captain 
Waterfield  and  aeven  sepoys  wounded. 

Meanwhile,  a  little  affair  had  been  going  on  at  the  Shutar- 
gardan itself.  When  Colonel  Money  had  sent  off  Major  Griffiths 
to  reinforce  the  Snrkhai  Kotal,  he  took  precautions  for  his  own 
safety  by  ordering  up  two  companies  of  the  Slst  P.N.I,  with  a 
monntun  gnn  to  the  ridge  which  overlooks  the  Shutargardan 
camp.  The  moTe  was  a  wise  one,  for  the  enemy  were  on  the 
other  side  within  fifty  yards  of  the  crest,  and  were  only  driven 
back  with  difficulty.  They  gathered  together  again  and  made 
a  second  attempt,  but  were  again  unsuccessful.  Their  persistency 
iodaeed  Colonel  Money  to  proceed  with  two  companies  of  the 
3rd  Sikhs  and  the  fourth  monntain  gnn  to  the  ridge,  and  he  was 
able  from  this  point  to  watch  the  fight  at  the  Surkhai  Eotal. 
Seeing  that  Major  Qriffiths  was  hotly  engaged,  he  sent  Jemadar 
Sher  Mahorned  (the  natife  officer  who  did  such  gallant  work  at 
Karatiga  on  the  27th  of  September)  with  a  company  of  the 
3rd  Sikhs  to  make  a  diversion  on  the  enemy's  flank,  and  when  the 
tribesmen  fled,  this  party  doubled  down  upon  them,  and  after  killing 
eight  and  wounding  several  others,  joined  in  the  general  chase. 

It  was  alt(^ther  a  brilliant  skirmish,  this  defeat  of  so  large  a 
body  of  the  enemy  at  the  Sorkbai  Eotal ;  and  we  hope  to  give  the 
3rd  Sikhs  an  ovation  when  they  march  in  here  with  General  Hugh 
Gough  in  a  few  days.     The  21st  move  back  to  Ali  Kheyl. 

The  garrison  had,  after  the  skirmish,  to  bear  a  siege  which 
tame  aboat  in  this  way : — On  the  morning  of  the  14tb  it  was 
found  that  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  still  held  the  position  they 
liad  taken  up  after  being  driven  off  the  Surkhai  Eotal.  A  wing  of 
the  Slst  Punjab  Native  Infantry  was  sent  with  orders  to  attack  if 
they  moved  towards  the  Eotal,  and  a  company  of  the  3rd  Sikhs  went 
to  the  Earatiga  Fort  to  bring  up  the  stores  and  ammnnitioD  left 
there.  The  fort  was  found  to  have  been  thoroughly  looted,  Alla- 
haddin,  a  brother  of  Padshah  Khan,  the  Ghilzai  chief,  reported 
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that  th«  enemy  had  been  largely  reinforced,  and  said  from  10,000 
to  17,000  men  had  asBembled,  the  whole  coontry  being  in  amiB. 
Colonel  Money  therefore  wisely  resolved  to  draw  in  his  defences 
nnder  cover  of  night.  The  Snrkhai  Kotal  was  abandoned  on  the 
15th.  News  of  800  or  400  regular  soldiers  of  the  Amir's  army, 
armed  with  Sntders  and  Enfields,  joining  the  tribes  woe  given 
Boon  afterwards.  The  enemy  showed  in  aach  numbers  sontii- 
wards  of  the  ridge  and  to  the  sonth  of  the  camp  that  the  ootlying 
picqnet  was  withdrawn  and  fell  hack  upon  the  strong  pioqnet  posts 
near  the  camp.  On  the  17th  the  enemy  ooonpied  the  road  from 
Karatiga  to  Eassim  Kheyl,  and  cnt  off  the  grass-sapply.  Their 
nnmbere  were  »o  great  that  reasonable  anxiety  was  felt  about  an 
attack,  so  oar  men  worked  at  strengthening  the  defenoea,  and 
Captain  NioholsoD,  it.E.,  laid  down  wire  entenglements  at  weak 
points  to  check  any  rush.  In  Uie  evening  Allafaaddin  brought  in 
the  jirgah  who  proposed  some  aboard  t«rms  of  surrender,*  but 
they  were  sent  back  with  a  hint  to  go  to  Cabul  and  settle  terms 
there.  The  garrison  had  only  regimental  ammunition  with  them, 
and  this  had  been  greatly  reduced  by  the  action  of  the  14th.  The 
mountain  gnns  also  having  a  small  number  of  rounds,  Colonel 
Money  resolved  to  husband  his  ammunition  and  act  on  the  defen- 
sive, as  he  did  not  know  when  he  might  be  relieved.  On  the  18th 
the  enemy  showed  in  still  greater  force,  and  pushed  to  within  300 
yards  of  our  oatpost  pioqnets,  and  cnt  off  the  water  supply.  On 
both  the  17th  and  I8tb,  they  had  kept  op  un  incessant  fire  into 
the  camp,  but  with  little  result.  On  the  19th,  when  matters 
looked  very  serious,  the  heliograph  was  seen  flashing  at  Enshi, 
and  Colonel  Money  learnt  that  General  Hugh  Gongh  was  there 
with  two  regiments  and  four  guns.  Upon  this  he  knew  he  was 
safe,  and  after  sending  skirmishers  down  towards  the  springs  on 
the  Kashi  Boad  he  got  his  guns  into  action  and  shelled  the  enemy's 
line  with  common  shell  and  shrapnel  right  heartily.  The  shells 
soon  silenced  the  opposition  musketry  fire,  and  the  tribesmen 
*  An  offiMT  wn>t«  ftt  tfaa  time  : — '*  In  the  erenlBg  the  eDem;  sent  in  flra  eonfidentlftl 
men  to  mj  that,  of  coniM^  we  mugt  now  give  in,  that  two  regiments  oaald  not  bald 
ODt  an  honr,  hot  thej  were  willing  to  allow  lu  to  leave  tbs  Shatargaidan  and  to  proTide 
ua  with  carriage  aed  hoatagea  ;  ve  to  be  at  libertj  to  retire  to  Ali  Khejl  or  to  Oilml, 
nod  (or  ttiia  conaideratioa  we  were  to  paj  them  two  takha.    Poor  AUahaddin  Khan 
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gndo&Uy  drew  off,  not  a  man  being  loft  at  evening.  Their  loss  is 
estimated  at  100  killed  and  wounded.  Oar  caanalties  were  seren 
van  wounded.  The  enemy  had  brought  200  of  their  women  to 
witness  the  final  snccessfiil  attack,  bnt  they  were  all  disappointed, 
Oenenl  Oongh  oconpied  the  Shinkai  Eotal  on  the  evening  of  the 
19th  and  reached  the  Shntargardan  next  da;  in  a  snow-atorm. 
His  airival  was  the  signal  for  the  dispersion  of  all  tribes. 


CHAPTER  IX. 


(^p  life  »l  Cabul — Afghan  Ci«t«rtBatig«n — CnriMitj  o(  Yillagsn — Tlie  Hutnta — 
SuTVBdn'  of  KiMmu — Citf  Tnulan — Tha  Farehiae  of  Traniport  Aiumali— 
foeefnl  Stkte  of  ths  Coantij— The  Abdication  of  the  Amir— Hii  BeawDS  foi  the 
Gtip—Anamptiaa  of  tbo  OoToinineat  bj  the  Brituh — Oenend  Boberte'i  ProcUnui- 
tin — Airat  of  ths  Amir — Fiogiera  of  tho  Inqaii;  into  the  Uu'tcTe — The  Hnrder 
•f  Abdul  Earim — Military  Bieontioiu — Scimre  of  TrtMim. 

Gamp  Siah  Svsa,  25th  October. 
Odr  lines  are  cast  in  pleasant  places  just  at  present ;  for,  apart 
from  the  political  pnzzle  which  some  of  as  stndy,  and  which  I 
luve  already  tried  to  explain,  there  is  nothing  to  distarb  oar 
equoimity.  We  have  a  high  and  dry  enoamping  gronnd,  from 
tiiich  we  can  travel  down  at  onr  leisare,  either  citywards,  to  ex- 
^oie  the  mysteries  of  Cabal  and  ponder  over  the  Bala  Hiasar, 
uw  rapidly  being  cleared  oat ;  or  else  down  into  the  Cabal  plain, 
to  exercise  onr  horses  on  the  racecourse,  or  over  the  water- 
ehaanels  which  everywhere  intersect  the  fields.  The  view  on 
*Tery  side  is  an  impressive  one,  for  the  moantaios  which  keep 
wtch  and  ward  over  Cabal  are  very  piotoresqae,  risiag  abruptly 
from  the  fields  below,  and  seeming  to  shut  ns  ont  secarely  from 
the  petty  world  beyond.  News  of  that  outer  world  has  been  very 
Kut  of  late,  and  it  is  with  ill-concealed  impatience  that  many  of 
QB  tnin  eastward  to  where  the  Khurd  Cabal  and  JugduUuck  Hills 
bide  the  long  valley  up  which  the  Khyber  column  is  crawling  with 
tortoise- slowness.  There  comes  no  heliographio  flash  down  to 
cheer  as,  and  one  might  as  well  consult  the  impassable  Hindu 
Ktuh   itself.     But  there   is    a    pleasanter    outlook    westwards. 

H  2 
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Through  the  gorge  in  rear  of  the  cit;  we  catch  a  glimpse  of  the 
Chardeh  Valley,  a  very  Eden  of  fertility,  and  in  the  far  back- 
ground  is  the  high  range  of  moantains  forming  the  skyJine 
towards  distant  Tnrkistan,  over  which  we  have  gorgeous  snnsets 
that  more  than  atone  for  the  chilliness  which  creeps  over  Siah 
Sung  Ridge  as  the  day  closes.  We  have  the  sharp  air  of  the 
early  morning  to  brace  as  for  routine  work  that  mnst  be  gone 
throngh,  and  such  genial  warmth  all  day  as  to  make  the  shade 
of  onr  tight  little  tents  seem  almost  saperflaona.  Whatever  of 
cold  and  discomfort  there  may  be  in  store  for  ns,  we  are  comfort- 
able enongh  now,  though  perhaps  the  air  bites  shrewdly  at  mid- 
night to  the  sentry  at  his  post.  His  outlook  is  chiefly  for  thieves 
who  may  think  there  is  loot  to  be  got  in  oar  camp ;  but  we  seem 
to  have  frightened  the  people  into  honesty,  for  robberies  are  on- 
known.  Our  camp  is  thronged  with  petty  traders,  and  in  con- 
venient spots  are  little  bazaars  for  our  soldiers  and  camp-followers, 
to  whoEh  they  are  a  rare  boon.  Fruit  in  abundance  is  exposed 
most  temptingly :  grapes,  apples,  pears,  and  pomegranates  being 
sold  so  cheaply  that  a  few  pice  vrill  buy  sufficient  to  satisfy  even 
a  soldier's  appetite ;  while  melons  of  a  flavour  and  sncculency 
almost  unknown  to  ns  poor  dwellers  in  Hindastan  are  piled  to- 
gether in  profusion.  The  usual,  curry-stuffs  and  native  delicacies 
are  ranged  alongside  these  edibles;  and  occasionally  some  delicioas 
beetroot  or  a  gigantic  cabbage  nestling  in  a  heap  of  bright- skinned 
onions  tempts  a  khansamak  doing  his  day's  marketing  to  halt  and 
haggle  in  a  lordly  manner  until  a  fair  bargain  is  struck.  The 
Afghan  "  coster  "  is  not  an  easy  personage  to  deal  with,  for  he  has 
leamt  the  value  of  our  rupees,  and  is  determined  to  make  the  most 
of  the  present  opportunity.  In  our  canvas  streets  there  is  all  day 
long  a  busy  stream  of  men  and  boys  eagerly  selling  wares  from  the 
city  and  surrounding  villages,  and  if  so  inclined  we  could  spend 
hours  in  making  casual  purchases.  In  the  early  morning  villEigers 
with  their  simple  produce  of  fowls,  ducks,  pigeons,  eggs,  jars  of 
milk  and  clotted  cream — the  latter  particularly  good — come  saun- 
tering in  and  pass  away  their  time  in  intently  gazing  at  our  strange 
freaks  in  the  way  of  early  "  tubs  "  or  substantial  breakfasts.  Their 
livestock  slung  across  their  shoulders,  or  carelessly  carried  head 
downwards,  appears  quite  a  secondary  consideration,  until  they 
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BTO  pounced  npoo  by  some  hon-vivant,  who  thiokB  life  ia  not  worth 
liring  if  it  is  merely  to  be  snatsined  by  commissariat  rations 
— now,  alas !  minae  their  redeeming  feature  of  wholesome  rum. 
Once  the  villager  sees  a  bargain  may  be  made,  he  wakes  ap  sad- 
deoly  to  the  fact  of  having  something  to  sell,  and  in  the  paUna  of 
the  country  explains  the  nnmber  of  rupees  or  annas  he  requires. 
That  he  does  not  get  them  need  scarcely  he  s^d,  as  his  first  prices 
ue  exorbitant ;  bnt  after  some  pantomimic  action,  or  by  calling  in 
the  aid  of  some  Fathan  sepoy  near  at  hand,  terms  are  arranged, 
and  with  the  silver  bits  stowed  away  mysteriously  in  his  waistdoth 
the  innocent  native  wends  his  way  to  another  part  of  the  camp, 
there  to  dispose  of  more  of  his  stock.  When  he  has  got  rid  of  his 
little  store  he  does  not,  as  a  conscientions  husbandman  shoold, 
go  qnietly  home,  but  hangs  abont  onr  tents  with  a  face  fnll  of 
inquiry  and  amazement.  He  pushes  his  cariosity  at  times  almost 
to  impertinence,  perhaps  with  the  philanthropic  idea  of  giving  tis 
a  few  wrinkles  as  to  the  proper  mode  of  living  in  this  part  of  the 
world ;  but  at  the  first  sharp  word  he  "  moves  on  "  a  few  paces, 
and  tarns  his  attention  to  some  other  feature  of  oar  local  life. 
That  he  is  poor  and  strictly  dishonest  there  can  be  no  reasonable 
doabt ;  bnt  his  poverty  will  pass  away  if  we  stay  long  at  Cabnl, 
and  his  dishonesty  will  be  covered  with  the  cloak  of  simplicity  as 
long  as  millitary  law  prevails.  This  class  of  peasant  who  comes 
into  onr  midst  is  not  of  the  nsnal  bloodthirsty  Afghan  type ;  and 
he  comes,  too,  without  arms,  for  onr  proclamation  against  carrying 
weapons  is  now  widely  known,  and  whatever  he  maybe  on  his 
native  heath,  when  his  tribe  is  on  the  war-path,  he  looks  ia- 
offenfflve  enongh  now. 

Among  onr  other  visitors  are  the  Hazaras :  the  hewers  of  wood 
and  drawers  of  water,  as  they  have  been  called,  of  all  A%hanistan. 
Their  Mongol  type  of  face,  beardless  and  with  the  true  slanting 
eyes  of  their  race,  is  noticeable  at  once  among  the  Jewish-looking 
AfghanB  whom  they  serve  so  well.  Sonbnmt,  and  with  many 
coats  of  dirt  apon  them,  they  look  the  real  labourers  of  the  land  ; 
and  as  their  stalwart  backs  are  generally  bent  under  heavy  loads  of 
firewood  or  huge  sacks  of  forage,  it  can  be  seen  they  are  no  drones. 
They  are  always  very  intent  npon  ^eir  work,  never  loitering  or 
wonder-struck ;  and  in  this  respect  they  resemble  the  Ghoorkas. 
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They  are  good-hamoured  and  happy  enoogh,  and  any  atray  ealn- 
tation  cast  to  them  is  always  answered  by  a  smile  and  a  nod  of 
their  felt-crowned  heads,  as  if  kindnesa  were  too  rare  not  to  be 
acknowledged.  Sometimes  their  burdens  are  very  different  &om 
those  jast  mentioned,  for  they  come  staggering  in  with  a  score  of 
matchlocks  or  Enfield  rifles  on  their  backs  which  their  yillage 
maltfts  have  sent  in  to  be  boaght  up  and  destroyed  by  the 
Sirkar.  This  bringing  in  of  arms  has  been  qnite  a  feature  of 
camp  life,  it  being  by  no  means  nnnsnal  to  meet  a  file  of  these 
men,  each  laden  with  the  gone  that  are  to  be  given  up.  They  are 
thrown  down,  and  counted  by  soldiers  told  off  for  tiie  dnty,  and 
the  idlers  &om  the  city  gather  roosd  to  stare  at  oar  contemptnons 
examination  of  the  weapons.  As  most  of  the  gons  are  loaded  and 
even  donble-loaded,  it  is  somewhat  risky  to  meddle  with  them  ; 
bnt  curiosity  prompts  ns  to  look  down  mnzzlea  and  cock  tri^ers 
in  a  most  reckless  way.  The  Sniders  are  safe  enong^  to  handle, 
as  the  breech  can  be  opened  and  any  cartridge  withdrawn ;  bnt 
with  the  others  it  is  different.  Tower-marked  Enfields  rest  side 
by  side  with  the  old  two-grooved  Bnmswick  rifle ;  while  Cabal- 
made  smooth-bores  and  imitation  Enfields  are  mixed  with  jhezails 
and  the  "  Brown  Besses  "  the  Indian  Oovemment  gave  away  so 
lavishly  in  the  days  of  their  foolishness.  We  are  destrt^ing  these 
arms — locks,  stock,  and  barrel — except  in  the  case  of  sach  SniderB 
as  seem  really  serviceable.  The  Afghan  Snider  is  by  no  means  a 
badly-made  weapon,  and  the  cartridges  from  the  Bala  Hissar 
Arsenal  are  equally  good.  The  latter  are  of  the  kind  known  as 
solid-drawn,  with  strong  bases,  and  if  recapped  can  be  used  several 
times  with  perfect  safety.  Where  machinery  and  skilled  me- 
chanics are  scarce,  this  is,  of  course,  a  great  consideration.  We 
do  not  find  many  cartridges  delivered  ap,  and  it  seems  a  pity  that 
a  small  price  was  not  fixed  upon  powder  and  lead  so  as  to  make 
disarmament  more  complete.  There  are  thousands  of  good  rifles 
still  scattered  over  the  coontiy,  in  the  hands  of  the  Amir's 
soldiers ;  and,  in  the  future,  ammunition  will  be  greatly  in  reqaest, 
now  that  the  Bala  Hissar  has  fallen  into  our  bands.  A  few  swords, 
bayonets,  and  knives,  have  come  in,  but  they  are  of  no  accoont. 
We  have  received  over  8,000  rifles  and  guns  of  the  different  kinds 
mentioned,  and  more  will,  perhaps,  be  given  up. 
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Far  mnoved  from  th«  villagers  and  the  Hazaras  are  the  more 
pretSDtiooB  city  traders,  who  bring  poBhteens,  furs,  native  cloth, 
ddoaware,  old  coins,  Bokhara  Bilks,  Persian  carpets,  jewellery,  and 
predoas  stones  for  sale.  They  are  mostly  Kizilbashes  aad  Cabal- 
bom  Hindus,  many  of  whom  have  travelled  far  and  have  seen 
most  of  the  cities  of  Central  and  Western  Asia.  As  traders  they 
ue  as  keen  as  Jew  pedlers :  as  visitors  they  make  themselves  as 
mnoh  at  home  ae  oar  intimate  friends.  To  bargain  with  them  is 
u  exercise  in  chicanery  that  would  quicken  the  wits  of  a  Sbylook : 
lo  listen  to  their  soft  flattery  as  they  extol  the  benefits  of  British 
rale  is  to  believe  that  we  are  the  finest  race  in  the  world.  The 
ehieanery  is  glossed  over  and  hidden  by  the  soothing  praises  of 
ov  benevolence,  and  the  erimson-tarbaned  Eisilbaah  or  caste- 
Barked  Hinda,  who  has  eat  himself  ort  our  stool  or  squatted  in 
oar  tent  is  enriched  accordingly.  We  bay  fars  that  woold  cost 
na  less  in  Peshawar,  and  silks  that,  perhaps,  have  never  seen  a 
Bokhara  loom,  and  think  we  have  done  well  in  oar  bargaining ; 
whereas,  most  likely,  the  worthy  traders  have  netted  excessive 
profits.  It  is  the  old  story  of  onr  ropees  filling  the  coffers  of  the 
people  we  have  come  among  as  conqaerors,  and  of  oar  pride  for- 
Indding  as  to  acknowledge  it.  And  yet  we  enjoy  Uie  chaffering 
with  these  rascals,  and  find  an  amusement  in  making  them  torn 
eat  their  pockets.  From  one  vrill  be  prodnced  a  rare  fox-skin, 
bm  another  a  Rassian  teacup  and  sancer  (mode  in  England, 
bnt  stomped  with  the  Moscow  dealer's  name) ;  from  a  third  a  Uttle 
packet  of  diamonds  or  tnrqncdsee — the  latter  often  of  a  beantifol 
ttlonr,  bat  marred  by  flaws.  Then  the  rings  on  the  man's  finger 
are  taken  off  and  examined,  theovmer  fixing  a  price  that  is  almost 
prohibitive  on  each  stone ;  or  a  cnriously-worked  belt  and  poach 
U  onbaoklod  at  oar  insistance,  and  appraised  in  the  nsnal  way. 
And  so  on  to  the  end  of  the  chapter.  Bat  Eizilbash  or  Hindu  is 
more  than  a  mat^h  for  a  Western  Kafir ;  and  one  is  tempted  to 
believe  that  the  Caucasian  is  really ' '  played  ont "  as  fiir  as  astateness 
in  trading  goes.  Perhaps  we  may  be  more  sacoessfol  in  dealing 
with  the  gennine  Afghan  in  the  city  bazaars  which  we  are  now 
beginning  to  risit. 

Bemdea  the  mercenary  bartering  that  wiles  away  onr  leisure, 
there  is  plenty  of  stir  and  excitement  in  oar  ounp  life.     MaUkt 
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and  chiefs  from  a  dietaDOd  are  met  la  little  koota,  seekii^  oat 
the  political  officers,  or  waiting  apon  the  commissariat  officers  to 
enter  into  contracts  for  food  sapply ;  gaily-apparelled  horsemen 
come  to  show  off  the  graces  of  their  Turcoman  steeds ;  while 
ragged  archina  on  ydhoot,  the  strong  ponies  pecaliar  to  the  conntiy, 
ride  here  and  there  in  easy  confidence,  halting  occasionally  to  ex- 
change opinions  on  local  affairs.  Near  the  head-qaarters  of  the 
let  Brigade  is  quite  a  little  horse-fair,  where  General  Macpheraon 
passes  in  review  some  hundreds  of  yaboos  daily,  and  porohases 
largely  for  transport  purposes.  The  noisy,  chattering  crowd  is 
densest  here,  and  the  yaboo  fights  are  nnmerons,  each  pony  choos- 
ing his  nearest  neighbour  as  a  fit  object  of  attack.  Near  by  is  the 
Amir's  tent  with  its  little  cluster  of  attendants'  pais  about  it, 
and  a  sentry  from  a  guard  of  Europeans  stationed  over  them 
pacing  smartly  to  and  fro.  At  times  a  few  prisoners  with  an 
escort  of  sepoys  are  marched  past  on  their  way  to  the  tent  in 
bead-quarters,  where  the  miUtary  commission  sits  which  is  to  try 
them ;  or  on  "  execution  days  "  a  company  of  Europeans  swing 
past  with  one  or  two  men  in  their  midst,  and  take  the  path 
down  the  ridge  to  the  B&la  Hissar,  where  the  gallows  is  waiting 
ready.  On  the  circolar  bit  of  raised  ground,  at  the  western  end 
of  the  head-quarters'  camp  and  overlooking  the  city,  is  a  little 
party  of  signallers  near  a  large  brass  field-piece  captured  at 
Sherpur,  and  now  used  as  a  time-gun.  The  heliograph  fiashes 
up  in  response  to  one  on  the  Bala  Kissar  ridge,  which  is  speaking 
to  Eufihi,  and  we  know  that  news  is  travelling  to  and  from  the 
Shntargardan.  In  the  evening  one  of  the  bands  plays  on  this 
natural  band-stand,  around  the  flag-atafi'  which  is  reared  in  the 
centre,  and  with  the  last  strains  of  "  Oroi  Save  the  Queen  "  oar 
day  closes,  the  flag  is  furled,  and  we  pass  into  the  warmth  and 
comfort  of  our  snug  little  tents.  Beneath  all  this  surface  of 
visible  camp-life  is  the  steady  carrent  of  routine  work  which  goes 
on  unceasingly  and  smoothly,  no  outside  influences  acting  as 
disturbing  agents.  Our  men  are  healthy  and  contented ;  their 
woonded  comrades  are  doing  well  ;  supplies  are  coming  in 
abundantly ;  and,  looking  down  upon  Sherpar,  we  see  that  warm 
winter  quarters  are  being  got  ready ;  so  all,  apart  &om  political 
questions,  is  rose-coloured. 
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CkSB  8uH  Simo,  28fA  October. 
TbiB  morniDg  only  did  it  become  publiolj  known  that  Yakub 
Kb&u  had  abdicated  the  Amirsbip,  the  newspapers  bronght  in  b; 
the  mail  from  India  giving  all  beyond  General  Roberts  and  Ms 
immediate  advisers  their  first  news  of  the  occorrence.  It  was, 
of  coarse,  on  acconnt  of  possible  mischief  ensuing  if  the  abdica- 
tion were  made  known  and  the  Gorernment  afterwards  refased  to 
accept  it,  that  secrecy  w&a  obserred  regarding  the  Amir's  act; 
and,  singolarly  enough,  while  people  in  India  and  England  have 
been  specnlating  as  to  the  probable  consequences  of  the  step,  we 
on  the  spot  have  been  in  happy  ignorance  of  the  nnder-corrent  of 
erents.  The  incidents  of  the  abdication  were  as  follows : — 
October  12th  was  the  day  appointed  for  the  Proclamation  in  the 
Bala  Hissar,  at  which  the  Amir  had  been  ordered  to  attend.  At 
six  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  that  day  he  left  his  camp  below  the 
Siah  Snog  Bidge,  and  went  with  only  two  servants  to  Major 
Hastings,  Chief  Fohtical  Officer,  and  asked  for  an  immediate  inter- 
Tiew  with  General  Boberts.  In  a  few  minates  he  was  ushered 
into  the  General's  tent,  and  at  his  request  a  private  interview  was 
granted.  Yakub  Khan  was  greatly  excited,  and  he  abruptly 
annotmced  bis  intention  of  resigning  the  Amirship.  His  life, 
he  Bald,  had  become  so  miserable  that  he  could  no  longer  enduro 
it  Sir  F.  Boberts  at  once  asked  him  to  consider  what  he  was 
saying,  as  abdication  was  a  very  serious  step.  The  Amir  persisted 
in  saying  that  his  mind  was  made  np ;  he  had  intended  to  resign 
at  Eushi,  but  was  persuaded  by  his  Ministers  not  to  do  so.  Now 
be  would  Boonerbe  a  grass-cutter  in  the  British  camp  than  remain 
Amir  of  Cabnl.  He  earnestly  wished  that  his  resignation  should 
be  accepted ;  and,  for  himself,  he  was  ready  to  go  to  India, 
London,  Malta,  or  wherever  the  Viceroy  should  choose  to  send 
him.  General  Roberts  again  requested  him  to  reconsider  the 
matter,  and  placed  a  tent  at  his  disposal  near  head-quarters.  At 
ten  o'clock,  the  hour  fixed  for  fiilllng  in  for  the  procession  to  the 
Bala  Hissar,  the  Amir  again  visited  the  General,  and  annoanoed 
that  Ms  decision  was  fixed :  he  wished  to  resign  at  once.  Sir  F. 
Boberts  replied  that  he  himself  could  not  accept  the  resignation 
without  having  consolted  the  Viceroy,  and  he  asked  the  Amir  to 
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let  mattera  remain  tn  statu  quo  until  an  answer  could  be  leceired 
from  Simla,  the  British  anthoritiaB  in  the  meantime  carrying  on 
the  QoTernment  in  the  Amir's  name.  Yakab  Ehan  agreed  to 
this  withoat  farther  parley,  bat  asked  permission  to  absent  himself 
from  the  Bala  Hissar  that  morning,  as  the  excitement  and  tronble 
he  had  nndergone  had  made  him  ill.  He  wonld  order  his  eldest 
son  and  all  the  principal  sirdars  to  attend  and  hear  the  Proclama- 
tion read.  He  was  accordingly  excused,  and  the  same  afternoon 
his  tents  and  those  of  bis  personal  attendants  were  moved  to  the 
head-qoarters.  He  knew  nothing  of  the  contents  of  the  Procla- 
mation of  October  12th,  and  was  quite  nnaware  of  the  intended 
arrest  of  his  Ministers.  Such  were  the  oircnmstances  attending 
his  abdication. 

Up  to  this  afternoon  it  was  beliered  that  the  ex-Amir  was 
acting  in  good  foith,  but  within  the  last  few  hoars  we  hare  had 
reason  to  change  oar  opinion.  Stnoe  the  entrance  into  the  Bala 
Hissar,  on  October  12th,  Yaknb  Ehan  has  been  living  in  a  large 
tent  dose  to  head-qnarters,  and  has  had  abont  him  a  little  army 
of  serrantB,  whose  tents  also  hare  been  pitched  abont  that  of  ibeir 
master.  He  was  reported  to  be  macfa  happier  in  bis  mind  now 
that  his  scheming  Ministers  had  been  removed  from  about  his 
person,  and  once  or  twice  he  has  shown  himself  among  as  in  the 
evening,  walking  with  General  Boberts  ap  and  down  the  row  of 
tents  in  which  the  Staff  are  lodged,  and  listening  with  much 
delight  to  the  band  playing  near.  The  restraint  placed  upon  him 
after  he  had  come  voluntarily  into  onr  camp  from  among  hia  own 
people  on  the  lower  slope  of  the  Bidge,  was  merely  that  a  guard 
of  twenty  European  soldiers  was  stationed  over  his  tents,  while  two 
gentries  paced  before  them  night  and  day.  This  was  his  "  guard  of 
honour  "  nominally,  though  if  he  bad  tried  to  escape  they  wonld 
instantly  have  become  his  gaolers.  It  was  most  important  that 
we  sboold  have  him  with  ns  while  we  were  examining  into  the 
guilt  of  the  various  persons  concerned  in  the  Massacre ;  for  if 
once  he  had  been  a  free  agent,  he  would  probably  have  been  made 
an  instrument  of  intrigne  by  such  men  as  the  MnstaoS  and  the 
Wazir.  This  was  proved  by  the  episode  of  Nek  Mahomed's  visit 
to  him  at  Charasia  the  day  before  the  action  of  the  6th,  the  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  rebel  army  returning  to  Cabal  and  pro* 
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ftlaiming  that  the  Amir  had  ordered  all  men  to  resist  the  British 
force.  Thus  was  there  every  reason  to  keep  him  under  &irly  close 
Borreillanee,  m  the  scattered  nnita  of  his  disbanded  army  are  still 
eap«ble  of  d<Hi)g  harm  if  once  gathered  together.  In  my  letter  of 
tiid  23rd  I  pointed  oat  very  folly  the  anomaloas  position  we  were 
occupying  here :  proclaiming  the  Amir's  authority  on  the  one 
hand,  and  appropriating  all  his  stores  and  mnnitions  of  war  on 
the  other.  This  was,  of  oonrse,  written  witbost  knowledge  of 
what  had  oconrred  on  the  12th ;  and,  viewed  in  the  new  light 
that  has  now  scattered  the  political  darkness  here,  the  anomaly  at 
onee  Taoishes.  Yaknb  Eban  bad  volnntarily  cast  away  all  power 
and  reeponBtbili^,  and  the  only  course  remaining  for  Sir  F. 
Boberts  was  to  assume  the  discarded  aathority  and  take  every 
means  to  secnre  order  in  Gabol.  The  clearing  oat  of  the  Bala 
Hissar  and  the  appropriation  of  all  that  it  contained,  except 
Yaknb  Khan's  personal  property,  now  stands  out  as  merely  an 
ordinary  taking-orer  of  effects  surrendered  to  ns,  and  not  the 
qioliation  of  a  sovereign  whose  anthority  we  were  re-establishing. 
We  coold  not,  in  laot,  have  done  otherwise,  nnless  we  bad  waited 
fin-  a  declaration  of  the  ministerial  policy  at  home,  and  the 
delay  noight,  perhaps,  hare  had  miscbievoas  reeolta. 

Now  it  is  all  pldn-aailing.  We  know  what  oar  coarse  is  to  be, 
and  we  can  follow  it  ont  consistently.  Yaknb  Ehan  as  Amir 
was  merely  a  pnppet;  and  government  through  snch  a  medium 
is  always  onBatisfactory.  Now  his  position  is  simplified — and 
simplified,  too,  by  bis  own  act — thongh  his  fntnre  position  in  life 
not  a  man  in  camp  can  foreshadow.  The  proclamation  accepting 
his  abdication  was  received  here  from  Simla  b;  cypher  telegram 
on  the  26tb ;  and  to-day  a  translation  of  it  was  issned  to  the 
chief  sirdars  of  Cabnl,  who  cannot  mistake  the  meaning  conveyed 
in  the  following  terse  sentences : — 

"  I,  General  Boberts,  on  behalf  of  the  British  Government,  here- 
by  proclaim  that  the  Amir  having  of  his  own  free  will  abdicated, 
has  left  Afghanistan  without  a  Ctovemment.  In  consequence  of 
the  ahamefiil  outrage  npon  its  Envoy  and  vuiie,  the  British  Gtovem- 
ment  has  been  compelled  to  occupy  by  force  of  arms  Cabnl,  the 
capital,  and  take  military  possession  of  other  parts  of  Afghanistan, 
The  British  Oovenunent  now  conunands  tiiat  all  Afghan  anthori- 
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ties,  chiefs,  and  sirdars  do  continue  tbeir  fanotiona  in  maintaining 
order,  referring  to  me  wtienever  necesaaTy.  The  British  Govern- 
ment desires  that  the  people  shall  be  treated  with  jastice  and 
beoeToIence,  and  that  their  religions  feelings  and  cnstoms  be 
respected.  The  services  of  anch  sirdars  and  chiefs  as  assist  in 
preserving  order  will  be  duly  recognized ;  bnt  all  distnrbers  of  the 
peace  and  persons  concerned  in  attacks  upon  the  British  authority 
vill  meet  with  condign  punishment.  The  British  Government, 
after  consoltation  with  the  principal  sirdars,  tribal  chiefe,  and 
others  representing  the  interests  and  wishes  of  the  varions  pro* 
vinces  and  cities,  will  declare  its  will  as  to  the  futnre  permanent 
arrangements  to  be  made  for  the  good  government  of  the  people." 

Judging  from  internal  evidence,  this  Proclamation  bears  the 
stamp  of  the  home  Ministry,  and  it  has  been  hailed  with 
nnbonnded  satisfoction  by  all  among  ns  who  have  been  fearing 
a  repetition  of  the  old  shilly-dially  policy  which  has  had  such 
disastrous  results.  The  Ooyemment  has  now  committed  itaelf  ^A 
a  distinct  policy  which  can  be  proclaimed  throughout  Afghanistan, 
and  our  duty  now  is  to  wait  until  "  the  principal  sirdars,  tribal 
chiefs,  and  others  representing  the  interests  and  wishes  of  the 
Tarioas  provinces  and  cities,"  have  been  made  aware  of  what  has 
occurred.  Messengers  will  be  sent  with  copies  of  the  Proclama- 
tion to  them  ;  and  they  will  no  doubt  he  invited  to  come  to  Cabal, 
and  hear  the  "  will "  of  the  British  Government.  It  is  no  longer 
a  question  of  the  "wishes"  of  the  Viceroy  of  India,  bnt  a 
distinct  assertion  of  our  newly-acquired  power  in  Afghanistan. 

To-day  has  been  marked,  also,  not  only  by  the  issne  of  the 
Proclamation,  but  by  a  new  change  of  front  on  the  part  of  Yakab 
Ehan.  Whatever  his  fears  or  saspicions  may  be,  or  whatever 
guilty  consciousness  he  may  have  of  participation  in  the  Massacre, 
ho  has  withdrawn  so  &r  &om  his'  position  of  the  12lh — ^when 
he  said  he  would  willingly  go  vrherever  the  Viceroy  might  depoil; 
him  :  to  India,  London,  or  Malta — that  he  has  contemplated  flight 
to  Torkistan.  Such,  at  least,  is  the  information  generally  believed 
to  have  been  received ;  and  the  action  taken  this  afternoon  proves 
that  he  has  so  far  committed  himself  as  to  jeopardize  his  future 
freedom.  About  Gve  o'clock  his  tent  was  isolated  by  the  removal  ef 
all  those  of  his  servants  pitched  about  it :  his  guard  was  increased 
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fo  fort;  Britiab  Boldiere,  and  instead  of  two  sentries  there  are  now 
four  paemg  to  and  fro  with  fixed  bayonets.  A  fifth  sentry  is  with- 
in the  tent  itself,  and  the  at- Amir  \%  as  dose  a  prisoner  as  he  can 
be  made.  Fonr  personal  attendants  only  are  now  allowed  to  him, 
and  these,  also,  are  nnder  guard.  His  food  will  beexamined  carefnll; 
before  it  is  passed  to  his  servants,  and  ever;  possible  preoaotion 
■gainst  outside  information  being  conveyed  to  him  will  be  taken. 

Gaup  Sue  Suno,  30tA  October. 
Since  the  issue  of  the  Proclamation  and  the  close  confinement 
of  Yakab  Khan  to  his  tent  two  days  ago,  there  has  been  no  further 
development  of  the  situation,  and  it  seems  as  if  we  shonld  quietly 
wait  here  for  the  winter  in  order  to  allow  events  to  develop  them- 
selres  withont  farther  demonstration  of  onr  force.  We  have 
Cabal  city  and  its  gnilt  to  deal  with  ;  and  thongh  there  are  few 
oatward  signs  of  the  investigation  into  the  citcnmstanoes  snr- 
nnmding  the  Massacre  of  onr  Embassy,  there  is  a  steady  stream 
of  work  running  on,  the  results  of  which  have  yet  to  be  declared. 
This  has  been  done  chiefly  by  Colonel  Macgregor,  aided  hitherto 
by  Hyat  Khan,  Assistant  Political  0£Gcer,  who  ferrets  oat  persons 
likely  to  give  evidence ;  and  now  that  Dr.  Bellew  (the  third  member 
of  the  Commission)  has  arrived,  still  further  progress  is  being 
made  in  unravelling  the  complicated  web  of  falsehood  which  has 
been  drawn  about  the  occnrrence.  Sixty  witnesses  have  been 
examined  privately ;  and,  as  each  one  is  quite  in  ignorance  of 
what  has  been  said  before,  the  truth  of  the  Tarious  stories  told 
can  be  tested  by  the  comparisons  drawn  between  the  testimony  oi 
the  friends  and  enemies  of  Yaknb  Khan.  Such  of  his  late  confi- 
dential advisers  and  adherents  as  have  come  under  cross-examina- 
tion have  generally  injured  bis  cause  by  afGrming  too  mnch ;  and 
plausible  stories  have  been  concocted  to  divert  attention  from  his 
i^rtooming  in  not  affording  material  aid  to  Sir  Louis  Cavagnari. 
Much,  for  instance,  has  been  made  of  the  little  fissh  of  energy  he 
showed  in  sending  Daoad  Shah  and  thirty  men  to  remonstrate 
with  the  mutineers ;  and  it  has  been  asserted  that  the  determined 
attitude  of  the  rabble  was  proved  by  Daoud  Shah  being  bayoneted 
and  all  hie  escort  killed.  But  when  this  episode  is  looked  closely 
into,  and  a  little  independent  evidence  is  taken,  it  becomes  appar- 
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eDt  that  Daond  Shah  had  merely  a  few  attendants  with  him,  and 
none  of  these  were  killed  ;  while  he  himself  was  b;  no  means  bo 
maltreated  as  he  wonld  hare  ns  believe.  There  is  another  inci- 
dent, too,  which  assames  a  new  complexion  when  carefully  exam- 
ined. Soon  after  the  Manacre,  Yaknb  Khan  pnt  to  death  Abdnl 
Earim,  a  powerM  Kobietani  chief,  whose  English  proclivities  were 
very  pronounced.  The  explanation  of  this  act,  as  given  by 
Abdallah  Gyaz  (a  confidential  adviser  of  the  ex-Amir,  arrested 
yesterday)  is  that  Yaknb  Khan  sent  that  chief  from  his  palace  to 
remonstrate  with  the  troops,  and  that,  instead  of  carrying  otit  his 
orden  he  gave  direct  encouragement  to  the  matineers,  and  m^ed 
them  to  continne  their  attach:  on  the  Residency.  Upon  Abdul 
K&rim's  retnm  to  the  palace,  Abdullah  Gyaz  affirms,  Yaknb  Khan 
was  informed  of  bis  treacherous  disobedience,  and,  after  the  Mas- 
sacre had  taken  place,  ordered  that  he  sbonld  be  executed.  This 
story  is  so  utterly  improbable  that  it  is  scarcely  worth  consident- 
tion ;  but  its  fidsi^  has  been  proved  very  directly,  as  the  name  of 
every  man  of  importance  who  went  near  the  matinons  troops  has 
been  obtained  &om  various  soarces,  friendly  and  otherwise,  and 
Abdnl  Karim  has  never  before  been  mentioned  in  the  list. 
The  inference  that  suggests  itself  is  that  the  wire-pullers  about 
Yakab  Khau  were  distrustful  of  Abdul  Karim,  whose  hones^  of 
purpose  and  known  sympathy  with  the  English  rendered  him  a 
daugerons  personage  in  their  eyes,  and  on  the  principle  Uiat  dead 
men  tell  no  tales,  they  induced  the  Amir  to  sanction  his  execution. 
He  probably  knew  too  much,  and  wiu  pnt  out  of  the  way  before 
he  had  as  opportonity  of  using  his  knowledge.  In  on  investiga- 
tion, such  as  that  now  going  on,  it  is  only  possible  to  shape  out 
conclusions  by  inference,  for  even  such  witnesses  as  profess  un- 
bounded friendship  towards  us  lie  so  circumstantially  to  serve  their 
own  ends,  that  very  little  reliance  can  be  placed  on  them.  It  is 
not  an  if  a  long  period  had  elapsed  since  the  events  took  place : 
the  occurrence  must  still  be  fresh  in  the  minds  of  everybody :  but 
there  is  such  a  tendency  to  intrigue  now  that  our  power  is  estab- 
lished in  Cabul,  that  distrust  is  bred  in  our  minds  in  an  increasing 
ratio  as  the  evidence  accnmulates.  There  is  no  bottom  to  the 
well  in  which  Afghan  truth  was  sunk  ages  ago,  and  it  is  disheart- 
ening to  sound  it  now.    The  ex-Amir's  partisans  have  lied  hon- 
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estly  enough  to  shield  their  master,  while  he  was  still  protected  by 
DB  ;  hot  now  that  he  is  &  nonentity,  and  all  semblanee  of  power 
has  passed  &om  him,  there  may  be  a  change  in  their  attitude. 
They  have  a  oertain  rode  idea  of  Cuthfolness  to  their  salt ;  but 
when  they  see  their  Chief  arrested  withoot  a  word  of  warning, 
after  being  allowed  to  move  freely  among  ns  for  weeks,  their 
fiirtitade  may  not  be  eqaal  to  the  emergency,  and  they  may  seek 
to  pardiase  their  own  safety  by  volnntary  discloenres.  For  these 
we  mnst  wait. 

In  the  meantime  the  smaller  fry  are  being  dealt  with  by  the 
Uilitwy  ConmiiBsion,  onder  whose  orders  eleven  prisoners  have 
been  hanged.  The  order  of  procedore  is  that  the  case  against  men 
ander  arrest  is  folly  gone  into  by  Colonel  Moogregor,  aided  by  Hyat 
Khan  ;  and  when  the  endence  and  witnesses  are  ready,  the  pris- 
oners are  "  committed,"  so  to  say,  to  the  Commisaion,  jnst  as  in 
ordinary  criminal  inqniries  they  woold  be  passed  from  the  Folioe 
Ibgistrato  to  the  Assize  Jndge.  There  is  no  nnseemly  hurry  or 
Tindiotive  hasto  displayed  in  the  inquiry.  AH  goes  on  systematie- 
•lly  and  deliberately ;  and  before  the  Commission  the  men  nnder 
arrest  ore  allowed  to  hear  all  that  has  been  stated  against  them 
and  to  give  snch  explanation  as  they  desire.  If  there  ttten  appears 
new  matter  for  inquiry,  they  are  remanded  &om  day  to  day ;  and 
no  effort  is  spared,  in  conmion  fairness  to  them,  to  test  the  tmth 
of  their  statements.  If  found  guilty,  they  are  condemned  to 
death;  but  even  then  the  sentence  is  not  carried  out  without 
reference  to  a  third  source  of  authority — that  of  Sir  Frederick 
Boberts  himself.  If  he  approves  the  finding,  he  signs  the  order 
for  execution,  and  the  Provost-Marshal  has  then  to  fulfil  the  duty 
of  his  office  without  delay.  But  if  there  seem  doubtful  points 
strtHig  enough  to  be  yet  a  third  time  considered,  the  sentence  of 
deaUi  is  held  in  suspense ;  and  even  now  we  have  in  our  quarter- 
guards  men  in  this  stage,  with  the  haltor  dangling  before  their 
eyes.  It  will  be  seen  liiat  nothing  can  be  fairer  than  the  course 
taken  by  Sir  Frederick  Boberts  to  panish  such  as  deserve  death 
for  tfieir  past  actions  in  the  eaiiy  weeks  of  September ;  and  in  the 
face  of  it  there  is  none  of  that  reckless  blood-spilling  which  we 
may  get  the  credit  for.    In  onr  Assize  the  old  line — 

"  Aid  vratcbM  bang  tluit  jarjmM  maj  diae— " 
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is  anknown :  and  if  there  is  grumbling  occasionally  at  tlie  pains 
taken  to  convict  priBonera  instead  of  hanging  them  on  mere  ans- 
picion,  it  is  all  the  more  creditable  to  onr  Chief  and  his  Commis- 
sionerB  that  no  attention  is  paid  to  it.  To-daj  two  men  were 
marched  off  to  execntion  who  richly  deserved  their  fate.  The 
one  was  the  jemadar  of  the  rascally  Eotwal  of  Gabul,  himself 
hanged  on  the  20th.  Like  the  Eotwal,  he  was  most  servile  in 
offering  aid  to  ns  after  oar  arrival,  and,  on  the  night  of  the  8tb, 
acted  as  a  gnide  to  some  troops  marching  np  the  Bala  Hissar 
Bidge,  in  connecUon  with  the  action  against  the  rebels  on  that  day. 
The  second  prisoner  was  a  Mahomedan  residrat  of  Cabal,  in 
whose  hoose  a  box,  marked  "  Cabnl  Embassy,"  was  fonnd  by  a 
searching  party  of  the  28th  Regiment.  He  could  give  no  e^lana- 
tion  of  how  be  came  by  the  box,  except  the  colourless  one  that  it  had 
been  placedinbis  rooms  by  an  enemy.  Several  guns  andawords  were 
also  found  in  bis  house ;  and  nothing  in  his  favour  being  forth- 
coming, he  was  sent  to  execution.  The  guilt  or  innocence  of  the 
confidential  fiiends  of  Yaknb  Khan,  who  are  now  prisoners,  is 
still  a  question  of  doaht ;  but  none  are  arrested  without  jnstifica- 
tion,  and  their  cases  will  undergo  the  usnal  scmtiny. 

There  is  a  probability  that  the  taking  of  Cabal  may  not  be  bo 
barren  as  we  first  thooght  in  the  matter  of  loot.  The  city  itself 
having  been  respected,  there  was  not  much  to  get  out  of  the  Bala 
Hissar  beyond  warlike  stores  and  ammunition.  But  to-day  the 
news  has  been  made  known  that  a  vast  store  of  treasure  is  hidden 
in  honses  belonging  to  Yakub  Khan,  or  his  near  relatives  living 
within  the  walls.  Our  treasure-chest  has  sunk  very  low  of  late 
by  reason  of  the  enormous  purchases  made  by  the  Commissariat, 
which  has  to  provide  five  mouths'  stores  for  the  army.  Carriage 
was  so  scarce  when  we  marched  up  from  Ali  Kheyl,  that  only  a 
few  lakhs  were  brought  up,  and  poverty  is  staring  us  in  the  face. 
Sach  expedients  as  ^ving  bills  upon  India  to  Hindu  and  Kizilbash 
merchants  in  Cabul,  or  in  receiving  from  Wali  Mahomed  and  his 
sirdars  many  thousands  of  Bokhara  gold  tillahB  (worth  Rs.  9  or 
Bs.  10  each),  or  Russian  five-rouble  pieces  said  to  be  worth  Rs. 
11-8,  though  nobody  really  knows  their  legitimate  market  value- 
such  expedients  could  not  last  long  ;  and  as  nothing  has  been  done 
to  exact  the  fine  imposed  upon  the  Cabuhs,  it  was  clear  that  specie 
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wonld  hsve  to  be  ntiaed  &om  some  scarce  jet  nntoached.  It  ia 
said  that  Yabab  Ehan,  on  sBsnining  the  AmirBliip,  appropriated 
many  lakhs  of  rupees  whioh  his  father  had  given  to  the  mother  of 
Abdullah  J&n,  Shore  AH'b  faToarite  son,  and  these  he  had  cleared 
out  of  the  Bala  Hissar,  and,  with  other  property  of  ralne,  had 
hidden  in  the  city.  A  little  party  of  British  soldiers  filed  off  to 
Uie  hoase  indicated  by  oar  informerB  this  morniDg,  and  the  ofBcer 
in  charge  of  oar  treaa  are -cheat  (Major  Moriarty)  and  Lieutenant 
NenDe  Chamberlain,  Assistant  Political  OfBcer,  had  soon  their 
e;es  gladdened  by  bags  and  boses  of  gold  coins,  besides  finding 
OQ  all  aides  rich  silks,  brocades,  and  other  portable  property  of 
enormons  value.  About  eight  lakhs  in  gold  were  secured,  and 
oatiTe  rumour  affirms  that  before  the  eicamination  comes  to 
u  end,  a  miUion  sterling  may  be  anearthed.  Boxes  innamerable 
hare  still  to  be  opened,  and  our  spies  are  firm  in  their  assurance 
Uiit  the  value  in  coin  and  precious  stones  alone  is  eighty  lakhs  of 
rupees.  To-morrow  the  ezaminatiou  of  the  place  will  be  continaed, 
■nd  it  is  hoped  anoUier  good  day's  find  will  be  the  result.  This 
price-money,  for  no  doubt  it  will  be  considered  as  such,  if  it  is 
confiscated,  will  be  a  just  reward  for  the  energy  and  dash  our 
commander  and  his  troops  have  shown  in  the  capture  of  Cabul ; 
ud  even  if  it  is  found  necessary  to  use  the  mosey  now  for  our 
immediate  wants,  the  debtor  and  creditor  account  should  be  oare- 
fally  kept  in  view  of  future  distribution.  Such  scandals  as  that  of 
Delhi  and  Kirwee  need  not  be  repeated  in  the  case  of  Cabal.* 

*  It  fall  lime  basn  nJed  tliat  the  troaiDrg  ii  not  to  be  oonmdered  pruB-inoiiej. 
AldoT  Balnua,  upon  hU  MMarion  to  the  Amirsbip,  v»  giTeii  l&J  likhi  of  mpeei.  of 
vSiidi  SJ  irill  appeu  io  the  ■coonnta  ai  "rafanded  to  the  Afghaa  QoTDmliKlit. "  Tbil 
•at  th«  Htm  found  in  Otbol  as  detailed  aboTe. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

The  FcTM  tnoTW  into  Sbnpur  CaDtonmuito— Bnilding  Winter  Qnuten— The  Sirdu  uiil 

tb«  Soldier — A.  Trjing  Climito — Qcnsrsl  M&cpbenoa  sttrta  tor  Jngdnllnck — Arrival 
of  8tons  from  ths  Bhotamrdftn — The  Khyber  Line  of  OommBnieation — TsiiDm 
BoatM  W  Jogdntlnok— The  Liitabimd  Eotal— The  Cliiiiail  Komte— The  Khard 
Ckbul  Defile—  III  Qlffioiiltiei  Bxaggeisted — Qeneral  HaophenoB  meidiea  to  Set 
Babe — Reception  of  the  Sbatkrgudui  Gunion— Pidsheh  Kben  diimieaed  to  hie 
Homo— Death  of  Allabiddin. 

Shebpdb  Castonubhts,  l«t  l<im:6mher. 
Thb  scattered  camp  on  the  Si&h  Snng  Ridge,  though  well  aitaated 
from  a  militat;  point  of  view,  and  extremely  healthy  and  dry,  in- 
Tolved  Boch  heavy  daties  for  the  troops,  that  it  was  reeolTed  to 
move  into  these  cantonments  sooner  than  waa  originallj  intended. 
The  reserve  Commissariat  stores  were  all  sent  here ;  and  as  s 
large  quantity  of  food  had  also  to  be  kept  at  Siah  9oDg,  there  was 
dooble  gnard-duty  to  be  done ;  and  this  in  addition  to  such  work 
as  famishing  a  picqnet  on  the  Bala  Hissai  Heights,  a  strong  gnard 
in  the  eity,  another  over  the  Amir's  tent,  and  a  third  to  watch  the 
excavations  in  the  Besidency  and  the  Arsenal  mins.  Besides  all 
these,  the  European  regiments  had  nearly  every  day  to  send  a 
company  to  guard  prisoners  on  their  way  to  execution,  while  the 
cav^ry  were  out  on  escort  duty  with  Commissariat  officers,  buy- 
ing up  food,  forage,  and  firewood.  All  these  multifarious  duties 
resulted,  technically,  in  giving  the  men  only  two  nights  a  week  in 
bed ;  and  as  after  sunset  the  cold  makes  itself  felt  very  sharply, 
the  work  became  very  trying.  The  6th  Ghoorkas  and  23rd 
Pioneers,  too,  were  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  force,  being 
sent  down  here  to  build  their  winter  quarters,  the  barracks  built 
by  Shere  All  not  being  equal  to  accommodating  all  the  regiments. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  was  thought  best  to  move  everybody 
to  Sherpur — except,  of  course,  sacb  regiments  as  were  to  move 
out  towards  Jogdnlluck  for  the  purpose  of  opening  up  commnnica- 
tionwith  the  Khyber  Force.  We  struck  our  tents  on  Siah  Sung  Ridge 
yesterday  morning  at  nine  o'clock,  and  we  are  here  encamped  on 
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the  enltiTated  fields  whicli  the  three  valla  of  the  oantonmeat 
enelose.  The  change  is  one  for  the  better,  as  all  datiea  are 
listened,  picqnete  only  being  wanted  on  the  Bemani  Heights, 
which  shot  us  in  on  the  north  side.  A  few  sentriea  at  the  fire 
luge  gates,  and  others  scattered  abont  the  camp,  are  all  that  are 
required ;  and  orders  can  be  transmitted  to  regiments  or  brigades 
ia  a  few  moments,  as  all  are  within  the  line  of  walls.  Some 
thousands  of  masons,  carpenters,  and  Hazara  coolies  are  bnail; 
engaged  ander  oar  Engineer  officers  in  plastering,  whitewashing, 
and  making  generally  Gomf(»table  the  long  rows  of  rooms  once 
intended  for  the  Afghan  army,  while  blocks  of  rooms  are  also 
being  bnilt  in  the  open  for  anch  regiments  as  have  not  had  quarters 
usigned  to  them  in  Shere  All's  barracka.  The  foundations  of  a 
pretentiona  palace  had  been  begun  bj  our  late  enemy  at  the  foot  of 
the  Bemara  bills,  and  three  sides  of  this  had  been  raised  some 
■ix  or  seren  feet  high — good,  solid  masonry,  well  cemented 
together.  Mud  buildings,  with  wooden  framework,  are  being 
raised  on  both  sides  of  these  walls  by  (he  Ghoorkaa  ;  and  as  they 
work  with  theit  onstomary  earnestness  in  things  great  and  small, 
they  will  soon  be  under  first-rate  shelter.  The  Pioneers  are  build- 
ing their  barracks  a  little  higher  np  the  Bldge  to  the  north-east, 
Wt  only  one  company  ia  now  engaged  on  them,  the  regiment 
being  away  on  service  with  General  Macpberaon,  who  baa  atarted 
CBstwards  to  join  hands  with  General  Charles  Gongh's  Brigade, 
now  somewhere  near  Gondamak,  on  the  Ehyber  nde.  Wood  in 
tbandanoe,  from  the  houses  in  the  Bala  Hissar,  has  been  brought 
in ;  and  in  the  matter  of  doors  and  windows,  Cabul  mutris  are 
hard  at  work  all  day,  taming  them  out  by  the  score.  There  is 
much  to  be  done  yet  before  we  are  all  housed  for  the  winter,  and 
tte  camp-followers  and  kahare  have  yet  to  be  provided  for,  it  being 
found  impossible  to  clear  out  the  Bemam  village  for  them,  as  the 
inhabitants  are  more  namerous  than  were  at  first  snppoaed,  and 
they  wonld  have  difficulty  in  finding  shelter  in  Cabul  or  the 
viUages  about.  Bemam,  which  is  embraced  within  the  line  of 
fortiScations,  will,  therefore,  remain  undisturbed,  for  the  present. 
If  Bemara  could  be  tamed  into  a  large  bazaar  it  would  be  a  great 
gain,  as  the  Cabul  basaar  is  a  mile  and  a  half  away  ;  and  when  snow 
>•  on  the  gromd,  such  a  distance  cannot  be  travelled  daily  by  oar 
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sepoys  and  followers  witbont  much  disoomfort.  With  natire 
troops,  and  even  European  soldiers  accustomed  to  Indian  stations, 
a  bazaar  ie  almoet  a  necessity,  as  little  additions  to  the  men 'a 
rations  and  clothing  can  be  picked  np  in  it — all  tending  to  keep 
them  more  contented  and  in  better  health.  It  is  needless  to 
%vj  that  stringent  rules  will  be  framed  gainst  the  vending  of 
native  Uqnors ;  bat  these  are  most  nnpalatable,  as  a  mle,  and 
are  not  likely  to  be  much  in  request.  A  mixture  of  strong  Hol- 
lands gin  and  fusil  oil,  flavoured  with  turpentine,  may  give  yoa 
some  idea  of  Afghan  arrack,  but  it  must  be  tasted  to  be  fully 
appreciated.  We  have  been  so  long  without  mm,  that  a  few 
strong  stomachs  have  been  found  equal  to  grappling  with  it  when 
la^ly  dilated  with  water ;  but,  as  a  "  dram,"  it  would  choke  off 
ft  highly- seasoned  Dutch  skipper.  Then,  as  food  is  good  &nd 
plentiful,  there  is  not  the  demand  for  strong  liquor  that  there 
might  otherwise  be.  Besides,  hard  work  keeps  the  soldiers  &om 
that  idle  lounging  which  ie  such  an  incentive  to  drink.  One  little 
incident,  however,  while  I  am  dealing  with  this  matter  of  diink- 
ing,  is  worth  mentioning.  Some  casks  of  Commissariat  rum 
were  left,  too  temptingly  unguarded,  near  one  of  the  British 
regiments ;  and  a  toper,  who  had  scarcely  seen  a  dram  since  the 
fight  at  Gharasia,  yielded  to  the  temptation.  As  a  coneequence, 
he  was  soon  nnder  arrest.  In  the  bustle  of  camp-life,  there  is  but 
little  accommodation  for  prisoners ;  and  the  lucky  Highlander — 
we  have  had  no  "  lucky  Ghoorka  "  yet  as  at  Jellalabad  last  cam- 
paign— was  marched  off  to  the  spot  in  the  ditch  (the  space  between 
the  onter  wall  and  the  line  of  barracks)  where  Ihe-Aighans  await- 
ing trial  are  lodged.  The  man  was  placed  in  a  tent  where  a  sirdar 
(an  Afghan  noble)  was  calmly  reflecting  on  his  Aiismut  in  being 
delivered  into  oar  hands,  and  the  two  prisoners  were  left  to  "  make 
friends"  as  best  they  could.  The  sirdarwas  eqnalto  theoccasion, 
and  made  first  advances.  Taking  his  snaff-box  from  his  belt,  he 
offered  it  to  the  soldier,  who,  astonished,  even  in  his  dmnkenness, 
by  the  politeness  of  his  companion,  half  held  out  his  hand,  say- 
ing, in  his  maudlin  humour, — "  It's  little  we  ever  take  from  yon 

niggers,  and  it's little  you  niggers  ever  give  us."     Having 

thas  satisfied  his  conscience,  he  allowed  the  snufT-box  to  be  nearly 
emptied  into  his  hand ;  and,   still  grumbling  out  complaints  at 
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oar  policy,  proceeded  to  "  take  io  snnff "  most  ferocioaal;.  The 
sirdar  stared  in  silent  awe  at  the  madmaD  who  coald  take  sQufT 
by  the  iolah ;  but  presently  such  an  explosion  of  sneezing  followed, 
that  he  withdrew  to  a  safe  distance.  His  poUtenesa  bad  imperilled 
the  safety  of  the  tent.  The  soldier  sneezed  himself  into  such  so. 
ezhansted  state,  that  he  fell  asleep  where  he  lay,  and  the  sirdar 
watched  over  him  with  unfeigned  interest,  this  new  experience  of 
Kafir  life  having  apparently  reconciled  bim  to  his  fate.  I  am 
afnid  this  letter  is  a  strange  jumble  of  trivialities  and  more  serious 
affairs  ;  bnt  such  is  our  life  at  present.  On  one  side  Qhoorkas  mak- 
ing mnd-pies  and  laughing  good-humonredly  at  their  own  arofaitec- 
tore ;  on  Uie  other,  a  gleam  of  bayonets  showing  where  an  A^han 
prisoner  is  on  hie  way  to  the  gallows.  In  one  tent,  the  chaff  and 
anecdote  of  the  mess-table;  in  the  next,  Yakub  Khan  at  his  prayers. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  we  shall  not  remain  long  under  canvas  here, 
for  the  cold  at  night  is  already  intense.  Nine  degrees  of  firost 
w«rfl  registered  last  night,  and  in  the  morning  the  watereoarses 
were  all  &ozen  over.  It  is  these  watercourses  which  make 
Sherpor  so  nnoomfortable  joet  now.  The  soil  is  light  and  porous, 
and  has  all  been  ander  irrigation  for  vine  and  wheat  culture ;  and 
ae  the  channels  are  raised  a  foot  or  so  higher  than  the  fields, 
and  steady  little  streams  are  coursing  along  from  the  higher 
level  of  the  Cabul  river,  the  whole  place  is  damp  and  exces- 
nvdy  cold.  The  water  lies  in  places  only  a  foot  from  the 
tor&ce,  and,  near  the  eastern  end  of  the  oantonments,  bursts 
forth  in  a  spring,  proring  how  saturated  the  subsoil  must  be. 
No  cold  is  BO  b^g  to  men  living  in  tents,  withoct  fires  of 
any  kind,  as  that  which  strikes  upward,  and  a  water-proof  sheet 
is  bat  a  poor  protection  from  it,  however  much  it  may  neutralize 
the  actual  damp.  At  Siah  Sung  water  was  in  request,  every 
drop  used  having  to  be  carried  up  the  steep  hillsides;  bat 
here  we  have  too  much  of  it.  The  channels  are  carried  under 
Uie  walls  by  low  culverts,  and  some  of  these  will  have  to  be 
filled  op  if  we  are  to  counteract  the  effects  of  past  irrigation. 
This  can  be  done  without  much  trouble  ;  and  the  existing  wells, 
aided  by  a  few  more  that  can  he  sunk  in  a  week,  would  meet 
all  our  drinking  requirements,  while  the  channels  outside  could 
also  be  used  by  the  hhi9tee$  and  followers. 
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There  xn  such  a  tarmoil  here  with  the  bailding  and  improve- 
ments  going  on  and  the  storing  of  five  mouths'  sopplies  in  the 
OoQumssari&t  godowns,  that  one  ahuost  forgets  mihtary  moT&< 
ments ;  bnt  when  the  Pioneers  marched  oat  this  morning,  we 
vere  reminded  that  an  important  step  was  being  taken  towards 
opening  np  the  Gondamab  and  Ehjber  line  of  oommonications. 
General  Maopherson  commands  the  brigade  which  has  left,  and 
he  has  with  him  the  following  troops : — 67th  Foot,  SSrd  Pioneers, 
28th  Punjab  Native  Infantry,  i2th  Bengal  Cavalry,  and  two  gnna 
F-A  Battery,  Boyal  Horse  Artillery.  Swinley's  Monntain  Battery 
win  also  join  him  at  Bntkhak,  10  miles  east  of  this,  on  the  8rd, 
and  a  few  days  later  on  be  will  march  for  Jngdnllnok,  We  are 
anzioasly  awaiting  this  movement,  as  oar  postal  arrangements  are 
very  uncertain,  it  being  impossible  to  send  off  bags  while  the 
tribes  are  infesting  the  roads.  I  have  complained  of  the  slownesa 
of  the  Khyber  Force ;  but  it  is  only  just  to  General  Charles  Gough 
beading  the  advance  to  say  that  he  has  pushed  on  as  rapidly  as 
General  Bright  wonld  allow  him.  He  has  had  bnt  few  troops, 
little  transport,  and  scarcely  any  supplies ;  and  with  Ehugiauis 
and  Shinwarie  in  froot,  and  fickle  Alridis  behind,  great  oantion  had 
to  be  exercised.  A  long  convoy  with  stores,  which  bad  aecumnlated 
at  the  Shutargardan,  came  in  to-day.  Since  the  brealdiig  up  of 
the  tribal  combination  at  the  Shutargardan  on  October  19th,  all 
has  been  quiet  sonth  of  Cabnl,  and  onr  oonvoys  have  marohed 
along  without  molestation.  The  little  ezemplaiy  severity  we 
showed  in  shooting  three  villagers,  who  fired  upon  General  Beer's 
rear-guard  when  near  the  Logar  Bridge  at  Zahidabad  on  October 
4th,  had  the  best  results  ;  whUe  the  &ct  of  our  being  in  posses- 
sion of  Cabal  itself  has  so  for  acted  like  a  charm. 


■  8rd  Aweffifcer. 
The  Shntargardan  route  having  beeu  finally  olosed,  it  has,  of 
course,  become  imperative  to  open  up  the  Gundamak  and  Khyber 
line  of  communication,  and  General  Maopherson,  with  a  force 
already  detailed,  is  now  engaged  upon  that  work.  From  Gabol  to 
Butkhak  the  road  runs  in  a  doe  easterly  direction  through  the 
Cabul  plain,  and  ia  bo  good  that  cavalry  can  travel  at  a  gallop 
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over  it.  To  the  south  a  range  of  hills  ghatB  oat  the  valley 
throogh  which  the  Logar  river  runs  after  paasiog  through  the 
Sang-i-Nawishta  defile ;  and  when  this  range  is  paBsed  a  Bwampy 
matdan  is  entered  npon,  which  gradually  changes  into  a  dry,  open 
plain,  oveif^wn  with  short  tufts  of  coarse  grass.  The  Logar 
river  is  crossed  at  right-angles  by  the  road  which  is  carried  over  a 
stout  masomy  bridge  of  six  arches.  The  river  is  tnrbid,  bat  its 
current  runs  at  about  four  or  five  miles  an  hour  to  its  janotion 
with  the  Gabul  stream,  creeping  away  under  the  high  hills  which 
booud  the  view  to  the  north,  two  or  three  miles  away.  Irrigation 
efaannels  are  cut  from  the  Logar,  and  these  serve  as  a  source  of 
fertility  to  the  fields  about  Butkhak,  a  walled  village  prettily  situ- 
ated in  its  orchards,  with  shallow  streams  running  near  the  walls. 
Butkhak  is  to  be  the  first  post  on  the  road,  its  garrison  consisting 
of  forty  rifles,  who  will  be  placed  in  a  square  eucloaare  easily 
capable  of  defence.  The  telegraph  wire  has  been  already  laid 
to  this  village  from  Sherpur  cantonments.  The  hills  which  bound 
the  Cabnl  plain  to  the  north  and  south  close  in  near  Butkhak, 
and  to  the  east  sink  down  1,000  feet,  aS^ording  the  only  out-look 
towards  JugduUuck.  One  can  see  even  &om  Gabul  that  this  break 
in  the  continuous  ranges  which  guard  the  plain  mast  give  an 
outlet  into  the  Jellalabad  Valley,  and  it  is  accordingly  in  this 
direction  that  we  shall  unite  our  little  army  with  the  supporting 
force  that  has  marched  out  from  Peshawur  through  the  Khyber. 
The  ordinary  road  from  Butkhak  to  Jugdolluck,  and  thence  to 
tiondamak,  is  through  the  Khurd  Cabnl  Pass ;  but  this  has  been 
represented  of  so  formidable  a  kind,  that  alternative  routes,  have 
been  sought.  Moreover,  the  Khnrd  Cabal  itoad  makes  a  consider* 
able  detour  to  the  south,  and  thus  adds  many  miles  to  the  dis- 
tance, measured  as  the  crow  flies.  To  satisfy  himself  as  to  the 
practicable  nature,  or  otherwise,  of  other  roatos,  General  Boberts, 
accompanied  by  Colonel  Macgregor  and  a  few  members  of  his  Staff, 
left  Sherpur  early  on  Sunday  morning,  and  rode  over  to  Butkhak, 
where  General  MacphereoD  was  encamped. 

The  first  route  examined  was  that  known  as  the  Lnttabund 
Boad,  which  runs  due  east,  in  a  straight  line  from  Butkhak  as  far 
as  Eata  Sung,  26  or  80  miles  distant,  and  then  turns  down  in  a 
southerly  direction  to  JagdoUack,  five  miles  further  on.  This  would 
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make  th«  whole  distance  to  be  marched  over  only  36  miles, 
whereas  the  Khurd  Cabal  Koad  is  at  least  55  miles  long.  A  re- 
oomtoitriag  party  of  six  rampanies  of  infantry,  one  sqaadron  of 
cavalry,  and  two  mountain  gnns,  was  sent  out  from  Bntkhak  with 
the  General  towards  the  Lnttabnnd  Kotal,*  and  the  conntry  was 
thoroughly  examined.  The  road  was  found  to  traverse  open,  roll- 
ing hills  for  about  4  miles,  and  then  by  a  gradual  ascent  to  lead 
up  to  the  Eotal.  The  hills  were  not  at  all  precipitous,  and  nowhere 
closed  down  upon  the  road,  which  all  along  permitted  of  flanking 
parties  working  to  right  and  left  without  the  sUghtest  difficulty. 
In  one  place  only  did  a  ridge  break  the  even  ran  of  the  path,  and 
a  few  days*  blasting  would  out  away  the  obstruction.  The  Kotal 
is  9  miles  distant  from  Bntkhak,  and  was  calcnlated  to  be  8,000 
feet  above  sea-level.  From  the  snmmit  a  splendid  view  waa 
obtained  on  all  sides ;  and  it  woald  be  a  perfect  heUogrsphing 
station,  as  not  only  could  Sherpnr  and  Cabal  be  distindJy  seen, 
but  also  the  whole  range  of  the  Safed  Koh  and  the  peaks  above 
Lnndi  Eotal  in  the  Khyber  range.  In  fact,  it  is  not  too  sanguine 
an  estimate  of  the  position  to  say  that  Cabul,  Ali  Eheyl,  and 
Lundi  Eotal,  could  all  he  connected  by  the  heliograph.  Sikaram 
stood  out  prominently  in  the  long  range  of  the  Safed  Koh,  and 
the  various  minor  peaks  could  ^0  be  observed.  Native  report  had 
said  that  to  the  Eotal  the  road  was  easy  enongh,  the  difficnlties 
being  on  the  eastern  side,  where  precipitous  descents  had  to  be 
overcome.  So  far,  however,  as  General  Boberts  could  judge,  look- 
ing down  towards  Eata  Song,  there  was  nothing  that  skilled  road- 
makers  could  not  overcome  :  a  short  ravine  with  almost  perpendica* 
lar  sides  seeming  the  chief  dif&culty.  It  was  too  late  in  the  day  to 
continue  the  reconnaissance,  and  the  party  accordingly  returned  to 
Butkhak,  well  satisfied  vrith  their  visit.  On  the  following  day  the 
Chinari  Boad  was  tried.  General  Boberts  taking  a  few  of  the  13th 
Bengal  Cavalry  with  him ;  while  a  force,  similar  in  strength  to 
that  of  Sunday,  was  sent  round  through  the  Ehurd  Cabul.  The 
Luttaband  route  was  again  taken  by  the  General  for  4  miles, 
and  then  a  turn  to  the  south  was  made  and  the  bed  of  a  stream 
followed  for  3  miles  until  the  Ghinari  defile  was  reached. 
*  Tbe  word  "  Eotal "  is  applied  aiiullj  where  ths  road  puM»  orer  ft  hill,  iiiit«>d  of 
tluongh  it;   "^m"  beinf  nud  ia  ths  latter  cue. 


D,g,t7„lb,.GOOgIC 


Alternative  Routes.  121 

This  was  fotmd  to  be  of  a  really  formidable  character,  the  hills 
doaing  down  apon  the  Btream,  which  wonnd  aloDg  tbrongh  a  goi^e 
where  boreemen  coald  only  march  in  Icdian  file.  High,  pinnacle- 
shaped  peaks  jutted  np  on  either  hand,  and  the  Bcenery  was  of 
the  wildest  nature.  This  defile  was  4  milee  long  ;  and  althoagh 
a  Caw  Knshi  camelB  were  being  dmen  along  it  by  their  nomadic 
owners,  it  would  be  quite  impracticable  for  the  passage  of  aoy- 
thii^  bnt  in&ntry.  The  gorge  ended,  rolling  hills,  rising  here 
and  there  to  ronnd-topped  monnds,  were  crossed  for  5  milen ;  and 
then  the  road  joined  that  from  the  Khurd  Cabnl  on  the  soath 
about  8  miles  west  of  Tezin.  A  halt  was  called  at  this  janction, 
16  miles  from  Batkhak,  and  in  a  short  time  the  reconnoitring 
parfy  came  np.  They  bad  passed  through  the  Khnrd  Cabnl  witb- 
oot  seeing  a  single  armed  man,  and  such  villagers  aa  were  met 
were  qaite  friendly.  The  General  rode  back  to  Butkhak  by  way 
of  the  Khnrd  Cabnl,  and  they  saw  all  three  roads,  and  could 
dedde  as  to  their  merits.  The  old  descriptions  of  this  ftimons 
Khnrd  Cabnl  Road  had  led  every  one  to  expect  tremendous  difficul- 
ties ;  bat  at  this  time  of  the  year  there  are  no  obstacles  sufficiently 
great  to  prevent  horse  artillery  trotting  throngh.  The  scenery  is 
imposing  enough  and  the  high  pinnacles  of  the  Chinari  gorge  are 
repeated  on  a  grander  scale ;  but  the  Pass  is  never  so  narrow  as  to 
forbid  the  orderly  march  of  an  army  of  all  arms,  and  the  real 
gorge  is  only  2  miles  long,  or  even  less.  A  rapid  mountain- 
stream  mnB  throngh  it  and  boulders  are  plentiful,  but  they  are 
not  so  Isi^e  as  to  hinder  progress ;  and  the  heights  above,  though 
formidable-looking,  would  not,  if  crowned  by  an  enemy,  be  an 
absolute  bar  to  an  advance  through.  Besides,  a  path  to  the  south- 
west enables  the  heights  to  be  occupied  very  easily,  the  cavalry 
and  mountain  guns  from  Butkhak  taking  this  road  and  crossing 
over  the  height  without  any  check.  The  gorge  at  All  Mnsjid, 
with  precipitous  crags  added,  will  give  a  good  idea  of  this  part  of 
the  road.  I'here  is,  of  course,  the  objection  to  this  route  that,  in 
^«  melting  of  the  snows,  the  river  bed  would  be  covered  by  a 
roaring  torrent  of  ioe-cold  water ;  but,  for  present  service,  the 
road  can  be  nsed  withoat  any  improvements  being  required.  From 
the  juncture  with  the  Chinari  B<«d  to  Butkhak  is  17  miles ;  and 
ftfter  riding  this  distance  General  Roberts  rested  a  short  time,  and 
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then  started  for  Sherpar,  which  he  reached  at  dask.  It  wae  a 
hard  day's  ride,  42  miles,  partly  over  bad  grODud  ;  but  the  valu- 
able informatioD  gained  aa  to  the  future  line  of  communication 
with  the  Ehyber  sod  Peshawar  was  ample  recompense.  The 
coQclnsionB  arrived  at  may  be  sommarized  very  briefly :  the 
Ghinari  Boad  is,  once  for  all,  condemned  as  oat  of  the  question ; 
the  Khnrd  Cahnl  can  be  nsed  for  all  present  emergencieB  without 
laboar  being  expended  upon  it ;  while  the  direct  Lattaband  route, 
Bobras  it  has  been  examined,  is  to  be  made  the  road  of  the  future. 
It  has  followed  from  this  that  General  Macpherson  has  marched 
along  with  his  force  to  JogduUnck  by  the  Kburd  Cabal,  as  it  is  of 
the  first  importance  that  he  should  join  hands  with  General 
Charles  Gough's  force  pushing  onward  from  Gundamah.  He  will 
not  strike  the  Luttabund  Boad  until  Sei  Baba  is  reached,  6  miles 
west  of  Kata  Sung :  and  on  his  retam  march  he  will  no  doubt  be 
able  to  test  the  truth  of  native  rumour  as  to  the  difGcnlties  imme- 
diately to  the  east  of  the  Luttabnnd  Eotal,  which,  so  fiu*  as  Gene- 
ral Boberts  could  see,  have  been  much  overrated.  Having  the 
28rd  Pioneers  with  him,  whose  knowledge  of  roads  and  road- 
making  is  exceptionally  good,  General  Maopherson  will  be  able 
to  form  an  exact  estimate  of  this  Lattabund  route.  If  it  is  pro- 
nounced practicable,  it  will  save,  as  I  have  said,  fully  20  miles, 
and,  having  no  awkward  defile  in  its  entire  length,  will  be  much 
safer  for  an  army  to  work  through.  Even  if  it  is  rejected,  there 
is  still  the  Khnrd  Cahnl  open,  the  "  formidable  "  features  of  which 
have  been  torn  down  by  closer  acquaintanceship. 


5(A  November. 
With  the  exception  of  the  brigade  onder  Brigadier-General 
Maopherson,  which  has  been  detached  on  the  important  work  of 
securing  our  winter  line  of  communication  by  way  of  Gondamak, 
General  Boberts's  force  is  once  more  concentrated,  the  arrival 
yesterday  of  Brigadi^-General  Hugh  Gough  with  the  troops  lately 
at  Xnshi  and  on  the  Shutargardan  having  prevented  the  army 
here  from  dwindling  to  too  small  proportions.  At  noon  on  the 
1st  we  had  here  only  the  following  regiments: — 72Qd  and  92Dd 
Highlanders,  Sth  Ghoorkss,    one  company  23rd   Pioneers,   and 
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one  company  of  Sappers  aad  MiDers,  se  oar  infantr;  force  ;  120 
of  the  9tii  LancerB,  and  the  14th  Bengal  Lancere,  as  carahy ;  two 
gnus  F  A,  Royal  Horse  Artillery,  and  0-S,  Bojal  Artillery, 
with  the  two  OatUng  guns,  as  artilleiy.  This  was  a  very  small 
force,  and,  if  it  bad  remained  anstrengtbeBod,  might  have 
given  rise  to  a  sagpioion  of  weakness  on  onr  part ;  bat  between 
Kaahi  and  Cabal  was  a  long  line  of  troops,  who  soon  began  to 
srriTO  at  their  destination  here.  The  convoys  they  were  escorting 
from  the  Shntargardan  were  all  safely  on  their  way ;  and  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  Ist  two  companies  of  the  5th  Paujab  In&ntry, 
a  sqoadron  of  the  5th  Pnnjab  Cavalry,  and  fbnr  gnns  of  Swin- 
ley's  Monntaia  Battery,  reached  Sherpnr  with  the  last  loads.  On 
the  morning  of  the  2nd  this  mountain  battery  started  again  to 
join  the  force  at  Bntkhak.  On  the  2nd  there  were  no  farther 
arriTftls  here ;  bat  on  the  morning  of  the  3rd  news  was  bronght 
in  that  General  Hagh  Gocgb  bad  reached  Beni  Hissar,  and  Gen- 
eral BobertB  rode  out  to  meet  him.  The  troops  which  were  so 
near  at  hand  were  two  sqoadrons  of  the  9th  Lanoers  and  head- 
quarters, two  sqoadrons  5th  Pnnjab  Cavalry,  six  companies  of 
the  6th  Poigab  Infantry,  the  Srd  Sikhs,  and  foar  gans  of  the 
Kohat  Monntain  Battery  (Captain  Morgan's).  General  Qongh 
bad  not  followed  the  route  taken  by  the  main  force  when  advancing 
apon  Cabal,  bat,  starting  from  Kashi,  had  immediately  crossed 
the  Iic^r  river,  and  encamped  for  the  first  night  on  the  left  bank 
at  Payo  Kheyl.  His  next  halting-place  was  Bagh  Saltan ;  and 
thence  onward  to  Charasia  he  followed  the  neaal  road.  His  march 
was  perfectly  orderly,  none  of  the  villagers  molesting  him,  the 
&U  of  Cabid  having  checked  any  warlike  tendencies  among  the 
Logaris. 

As  we  rode  out  to  Beni  Hissar  we  found  the  band  of  the  5th 
Ghoorkaa  waiting  upon  the  bridge  over  the  Cabal  river  to  wel- 
come the  Srd  Sikha  and  Captain  Morgan's  battery,  to  whom  all  of 
as  were  anzioas  to  give  every  praise  for  their  steady  defence  of 
the  Shatargardan.  At  the  gate  of  the  Bala  Hissar  the  band  of 
tiie  72nd  was  waiting  with  a  similar  object.  Taking  the  bridle 
road  which  leads  to  Beni  Hissar  throogh  the  Cabnl  pUin.we 
presently  met  a  few  of  the  6th  Pnnjab  Cavalry,  the  advance  guard 
of  the  little  force,  and  immediately  in  rear  of  them  was  Padshah 
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Khan  and  a  few  attendants.  The  powerfal  Chief  of  the  local 
Ohilzaia  was  eager  to  greet  General  Roberts,  and  looked  very 
mnch  as  if  be  would  kise  hie  stirrap.  He  is  a  man  of  common 
appearance,  with  no  pretence  of  dignity,  and  lacks  the  Ene 
featnres  often  seen  among  the  independent  hill  chiefs.  He  is 
past  middle  age  ;  bat  is  welt-formed,  and  has,  seemingly,  many 
yearsof  life  before  him  in  which  to  pursae  the  "tricky  practices  " 
for  which  he  is  so  celebrated.  At  present  be  is  rather  hnmbled 
by  the  ill-luck  which  has  come  apon  him  in  the  loss  of  his 
brother,  Allabaddin  Khan,  whose  arm  was  blown  off  by  a  shell 
from  the  Xobat  Battery  daring  the  investment  of  the  Shntargar- 
dan.  Allahaddin  was  left  in  a  dying  state  at  Charasia,  second- 
ary bemoirhage  haying  broken  oat  some  days  after  his  arm  was 
amputated.  I  may  as  well  state,  once  for  all,  that  be  has  since 
died,  and  that  Padshah  Ehan  to-day  received  his  coii^e  from  the 
Qeneral,  and  was  told  be  might  return  to  his  home  to  bnry  his 
brother  and  to  find,  if  possible,  some  letters  which  the  membera 
of  his  tribe  have  looted  in  the  Kburd  Cabal.  After  a  few  words 
with  Padshah  Ehan,  General  Boberts  rode  on,  and,  npon  meeting 
bis  Brigadier,  faced  round  again  for  Cabal.  A  halt  was  called 
jast  outside  the  Bala  Hissar  gate ;  and,  after  the  9th  Lancers, 
the  6th  Punjab  Cavalry,  and  5th  Punjab  Infantry  bad  passed 
on,  the  Mountain  Battery  and  the  8rd  Sikhs  were  formed  np  to 
receive  the  thanks  of  the  General.  The  battery  in  its  equipment 
and  general  turn-out  of  men  and  mules  looked  but  little  worse  for 
wear ;  while  the  8rd  Sikhs,  though  dusty  and  travel-stained, 
marched  along  in  excellent  form.  They  are  as  fine  a  set  of  men 
as  conld  he  desired,  and  a  red  standard,  captured  from  the  Ghil- 
zais,  flying  alongside  their  regimental  colours,  bore  testimony  to 
the  saccessfnl  fighting  they  had  gone  through.  They  are  730 
strong,  and  will  be  a  great  addition  to  the  force,  as  there  is  no 
question  of  their  ability  to  meet  an  enemy  of  far  saperior  strength 
on  equal  terms.  The  regiment  is  made  up  chiefly  of  Sikhs,  but 
there  is  also  a  fair  sprinkling  of  Patbana  among  them,  and  all 
have  foagbt  equally  well  under  very  trying  circumstances.  Having 
halted  them  alongside  the  Monntain  Battery,  General  Boberts 
proceeded  to  compliment  them  on  their  late  exploits.  He  said : 
"  It  always  gives  me  mach  pleasure  to  meet  the  8rd  Sikhs  and 
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the  Eohat  Motrntain  Batterv,  and  this  is  more  particnlsrl;  th« 
case  now,  after  their  gallant  behaTioar  at  the  Shntargardan. 
When  the  force  left  Knshi  for  the  march  npon  Cabal,  there  was 
only  one  point  which  gave  me  anxiety,  and  that  was  the  post  to 
which,  with  the  2lBt  Punjab  Infantry,  they  bad  been  told  off  to 
hold.  The  safety  of  my  ligbt  Sank  and  rear  depended  mainly 
npon  the  safety  of  the  Shntargardan ;  for,  if  onoe  the  latter 
had  fallen,  the  tribes  woald  have  attempted  to  hinder  my  march. 
Repeated  attacks  were  made  npon  the  position  yon  were  holding ; 
and  so  coofident  were  the  Qbilzais  of  their  snccess,  that  I  hear 
they  hroaght  down  their  women  to  witness  yonr  disoom&tare. 
Yon  were  able,  howeTer,  to  beat  them  off  with  heavy  loss, 
though  far  ontnnmbered  ;  and  this  shows  how,  with  the  weapons 
yoD  are  now  armed,  yon  can  hold  year  ground  against  almost 
uiy  number  of  these  tribesmen.  Yon  have  set  a  good  example 
to  the  whole  force  by  ahowing  what  a  few  men  can  do  when 
properly  led ;  and  I  do  not  think  I  oonid  have  chosen  a 
better  spot  on  which  to  thank  yon  than  here,  beneath  the 
walls  of  the  Bala  Hisaar,  to  the  capture  of  which  you  have, 
indirectly,  so  much  contributed."  General  Boberts  then  alluded 
to  the  exceUent  dispositions  made  by  Colonel  Money  in  meeting 
the  attacks  made,  and  complimented  Captain  Morgan  npon  the 
good  practice  of  his  gunners.  He  referred  also  to  the  bravery 
of  Major  Clriffiths,  who,  although  wounded  in  the  early  fight  at 
Karatiga,  had  led  his  men  at.  the  Snrkhai  Kotal  on  the  14th, 
and  worked  bravely  with  them  on  the  following  days  of  the  in- 
vestment. The  native  officer.  Jemadar  Sher  Mahomed,  Srd 
Sikhs,  who  distinguished  himself  both  at  Karatiga  and  on  th« 
Snrkhai  Kotal,  was  called  from  the  ranks  and  briefly  praised ; 
and,  in  conclusion,  the  General  said  the  Viceroy  had  sent  a 
special  message,  thanking  the  Shntargardan  garrison  for  their 
bravery ;  and  if  it  had  not  already  been  made  known  to  the 
sepoys,  he  should  wish  the  message  to  be  published  in  full  in 
orders.  The  Srd  Sikhs  and  the  Monntain  Batteiy  then  marched 
to  Sherpnr  without  farther  delay,  no  doubt  well  pleased  with 
the  hearty  reception  given  to  them. 

The  Srd  Sikhs  had  five  prisoDers  with  them,  who  were  hanged 
in  the  Bala  Hissar  this  morning.     Four  of  these  were  the  head- 
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men  of  villages  aboat  the  Shatargsrdan  wlio  were  in  oar  pay,  bnt 
who,  with  the  treachery  of  their  race,  played  a  double  game.  At 
the  time  they  were  receiving  pay  from  ns  to  keep  the  road  safe, 
they  were  proved  to  have  been  active  in  stirring  ap  the  neighbotir- 
ing  tribes  to  attack  Colonel  Money.  Their  object  was  either  to 
obtain  large  sums  with  which  to  bny  off  the  Ghilzai  chiefii  assem- 
bled, or  to  share  in  the  loot  if  the  Shntgi^ardan  were  oaptared. 
They  failed  to  accomplish  either  object,  and  when  with  oonanm- 
mate  coolness  they  tamed  np  after  the  tribesmen  had  been 
scattered,  they  were  summarily  arrested.  The  fifth  prisoner  was 
a  villager,  who  was  stopped  by  Major  QrifBths  when  ont  on  a 
foraging  party.  The  man  tboagfat  that  officer  was  unarmed  m 
he  had  no  sword  with  him  (his  right  arm  was  stiff  from  his  wound 
and  he  had  discarded  his  sword) ;  and  as  the  sepoys  were  some 
distance  away,  the  fellow  put  his  hand  upon  his  tulwar  and  stepped 
forward  as  if  to  cat  down  Major  Griffiths.  The  latter  drew  his 
pistol,  and  his  self-possession  put  an  end  to  the  meditated  attack, 
two  or  three  Sikhs  overtaking  the  man  as  he  tried  to  escape  to 
the  hills.  The  3rd  Sikhs  have  also  with  them  a  havildar,  who 
deserted  from  one  of  the  regiments  at  Candahar.  He  was  dis- 
guised as  an  Afghan  villager,  bat  was  recognized  on  the  roadside 
by  an  old  companion,  who  addressed  him  by  name,  and  called  oat 
"  halt,"  which  order,  with  his  old  respect  for  discipline  still  cling- 
ing to  him,  he  obeyed  at  onoe.  He  is  to  be  tried  by  court- 
martial. 

All  hands  are  still  bastly  engaged  in  preparing  to  meet  the 
hardships  of  a  Oabul  winter,  but  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  adequate 
prorision  can  be  made  for  the  followers  unless  some  part  of 
Bemara  is  cleared  ont  for  them.  Private  serrante  and  kahara 
are  so  nnmerous,  that  the  hoasing  of  them  is  a  serious  question. 
As  a  sabsidiary  portion  of  the  force,  bnt  one  which  could  not  be 
dispensed  with  under  the  conditions  of  Indian  warfare,  it  is  worth 
while  drawing  attention  to  the  kahars  forming  the  ambulance 
corps.  There  are  900  of  these  men  with  General  Roberts,  and  to 
them  is  entrusted  the  charge  of  carrying  off  the  wounded  in  action 
and  conveying  the  sick  in  dandies  and  doolies  on  the  line  of  march. 
They  have  been  drilled  into  good  order  by  Surgeon-Major  Boarke, 
by  whose  energy  they  have  been  kept  much  better  in  hand  than 
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IB  usual  in  campaigns  eimilar  to  this.  They  correHpond  to  the 
bearers  of  the  Arm;  Hospital  Corps  at  home,  but  in  camp  they 
are  also  employed  in  any  roagh  work  which  may  require  to  be 
done.  Their  bebavionr  on  the  6th  of  Ootober  at  Gharasia  was 
extremely  good ;  they  were  constantly  under  fire,  and  their  indif- 
lerence  to  danger  was  very  marked,  their  belief  in  ]d«m\L%  supply- 
ing the  place  of  steady  conrage.  Id  the  Ambulance  Corps  two 
were  killed  and  three  womided ;  while  with  the  regiments  three 
more  were  killed. 


CHAPTER  XI. 


The  Inqnii?  into  Tikab  Khan'i  Condnat — Tiait  to  tbs  Chudeh  TkUej— Dind&ntlsmnit 
of  Uie  B(l>  Hiau' — The  Amii's  F&lace — A  cnnona  ?iebiTe — A  Sirdar's  Honw  in 
tbe  PbiUpm  ■  Otawl  BKkar'i  K^d  upon  lodikM — Arnct  of  8<pa;« — Sciinra  of 
Anas— Tha  Onilt  of  Um  Heist  Begitaeiit» — Opemng  op  of  OomBiiiBJoatioD  *ith 
Oeoeial  Blight — Failnni  to  keep  the  Sa>d  Open — The  Bzeoutien  of  Portj-uine 
BapoTi — An  Amneitj  laaned — The  probablsFite  of  bfas  Amii^— FouiBhrnent  of  the 
Shatugudau  Tribe*— Knt  Signs  ol  WiDtsr. 

Sherpub,  Ith  November. 
The  Commission  which  is  inquiring  into  the  massacre  .of  Sir 
Lotus  Cavagmui  and  bis  escort  may  be  said  to  have  reached  the 
first  stage  of  its  work — the  examination  of  nearly  100  witnesses, 
who  have  spoken  as  to  what  occurred  at  the  Bala  Hiesar  and  in 
Cabal  afterwards,  having  been  completed.  This  iitx  furnished 
materials,  so  to  say,  for  the  brief  against  the  Amir,  who,  fi-om  the 
5tb,  may  be  considered  to  have  been  on  his  trial.  Explanations  will, 
of  course,  be  required  of  him  of  such  suspicious  circumstances  as 
point  to  something  beyond  mere  helplessness  and  vacillatiou,  and 
his  statemeotB  will  be  weighed  against  those  already  in  the  hands 
of  the  Commission.  In  the  present  stage  of  the  inquiry  great 
reticence  is  observed  as  to  what  evidence  has  been  taken,  and  it 
would  be  idle  to  indulge  in  too  free  conjectures.  This  much  may 
be  taken  as  certain,  that  not  the  least  respect  of  persons  will  be 
shown  in  the  decisions  arrived  at  by  the  Commissioners.  Tho 
hanging  of  such  wretches  as  the  Eotwal  of  Gabul,  and  the  ckowki- 
dar  of  Mundai  was  an  example  to   such  small  fiy  as  those  who 
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make  up  the  rabble  population  of  Cabal ;  bat  higher  game  may 
be  flown  at,  aB  the  faithleesness  of  chiefs  and  inflaential  leaders 
mast  be  pimiBhed.  The  Mustanfi  and  the  other  Ministers  nnder 
arrest  have  ;et  to  be  dealt  with  ;  and  if  their  complici^  in  the 
treachery  which  we  are  pnniBhing  is  established,  they  will  have 
short  shrift. 

Yesterday  General  Boberts,  taking  his  nsnal  personal  escort  and 
a  troop  of  the  9th  Lancers,  rode  into  the  Ghardeh  Yalley  with 
General  Baker.  The  position  of  the  enemy  on  the  Asmai  Heights 
on  the  8th  of  October  was  explained  by  General  Baker,  and  also 
the  disposition  for  the  attack.  The  Cabul  gorge  was  passed 
throngh,  the  river  crossed,  and  the  road  at  the  foot  of  the  hills 
blocking  Chardeh  from  Charasia  followed.  Walled  homesteads 
and  richly-cultivated  fields  alternated  with  orchards,  on  the  right ; 
and  as  the  road  gradually  ascended,  a  beantiftil  view  of  the  whole 
valley  was  obtained.  Even  so  late  in  the  year  as  now  it  will 
answer  the  description  given  of  it  by  a  member  of  the  Embassy  : 
"  a  mass  of  vegetation."  Eows  of  willow-trees  rise  from  lie 
sides  of  every  irrigation  channel,  and  orchards  innumerable  are 
scattered  on  all  sides.  The  walled  endosores,  with  their  email 
towers,  are  dotted  here  and  there,  breaking  the  even  monotony  of 
the  view,  and  whichever  way  one  may  turn,  the  steep  hills  which 
mn  out  from  the  Pnghman  Bange  shut  in  this  fertile  valley.  We 
followed  the  path  from  the  gorge  to  the  village  of  Indikee,  and 
halted  on  the  plain  immediately  in  rear  of  the  heights  which  the 
72nd  Highlanders  and  5th  Ghoorkas  stormed  on  October  6th.  It 
was  across  this  plain  that  the  enemy  fled ;  and,  seeing  how  clear 
it  is  of  all  obstacles,  one  can  well  understand  Q«neral  Baker's 
regret  that  he  had  not  cavalry  ready  at  hand  to  cut  ap  the  retreat- 
ing Afghans.  If  the  nature  of  the  gronnd  had  been  better  known 
to  us,  the  loss  of  Nek  Mahomed's  force  would  have  been  much 
heavier.  Taming  back  from  Indikee,  we  retraced  onr  steps 
through  the  narrow,  winding  streets  of  the  village,  perched  on  the 
steep  hillside  with  a  roaring  brook  running  through  it,  and  struck 
the  Bamian  Bead.  This  was  followed  for  three  miles  into  the 
heart  of  the  valley,  where  nothiog  bat  wheat-fields  and  irrigated 
plots  under  water,  or  lying  fallow  for  the  plough,  was  seen.. 
Then  a  bee-line  was  takeu  to.  the  break  in  the  hills  to  the  east. 
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and  after  a  good  gallop  the  nortbem  Babarba  of  Gabnl  were 
reached,  and  the  road  to  Sherpot  folloved  until  Camp  vas  gained. 
Snch  TilUgera  as  we  had  seen  were  quiet  enongh ;  and  if  any 
sepoys  were  hidden  away,  they  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to 
risk  a  shot  at  the  General.  Fanaticism  seems  at  present  incapable 
of  producing  a  ghazi  eqnal  to  the  fear  of  meeting  certain  death. 

The  dismantlement  of  the  Bala  Hissar  has  made  sach  rapid 
progress,  that  within  the  walls  the  honses  are  now  in  rains,  all 
the  beams  and  wooden  supports,  as  well  as  every  scrap  of  timber 
of  every  kind,  being  in  course  of  removal  to  Sherpnr.  We  are 
looking  forward  to  a  severe  winter ;  and,  however  snng  onr  quar- 
ters may  be  in  the  long  ranges  of  barracka  bnilt  here  by  Shere 
Ali,  there  will  be  mnch  discomfort,  not  to  say  sickness,  if  firewood 
mns  short.  There  are  no  forests  from  which  large  supplies  can  be 
dniwn:  the  hillsides  all  around  being  bare  rock  or  shingly  deposit 
on  which  no  vegetation  can  grow. 

Some  of  the  large  houses  in  the  Bala  Hissar,  though  now 
deserted  and  partially  demolished,  show  signs  of  luxury  and  com- 
fort which  speak  highly  of  the  pains  taken  by  rich  sirdars  to  enjoy 
life  in  their  own  mde  way.  The  palace  in  which  Yakub  Khan 
Hved  was  furnished  Insariously,  no  doubt,  in  hie  estimation  ; 
thick  Persian  carpets,  bright-coloured  rugs  and  dhv/rrieg  covering 
the  floors ;  while  English-made  tables,  sideboards,  and  chairs 
were  ranged  side  by  side  with  the  nsual  Eastern  pillows,  cushions, 
and  rezaU,  which  are  the  delight  of  indolent  loungers.  In  one 
small  room  the  ceiling  was  so  closely  hung  with  glass  chandeliers 
that  to  move  about  was  to  risk  a  small  shower  of  pendants  Jailing; 
while  the  shades  for  the  caudles  were  of  such  brilliancy  in  light 
green  and  pink  that  the  effect  in  the  bright  sunshine  was  quite 
dazzling.  "Feorb  and  barbaric  gold"  there  were  none  to  be 
seen,— they  had  been  removed  for  safe-keeping  to  his  father-in- 
law's  house  in  the  city,  where  the  ladies  of  the  harem  were  also 
lodged, — bat  such  gimcracks  as  usually  light  up  the  houses  of  the 
poorest  classes  in  England  were  not  wonting.  Cheap  pictnres  in 
common  gUded  frames,  the  kind  turned  out  by  the  thonsand  in 
Germany,  all  gaudy  colours  and  painfully  real,  were  hanging  on 
Uie  walls  ;  while  a  few  well-executed  portraits  of  Russian  officers, 
in  full  uniform  and  bedecked  with  orders,  were  found  scattered 
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about.  These  were  all  neatly  framed  in  wood,  and  were  so  well 
got  up  that  most  probably  they  had  been  presents  to  Shere  Ali 
from  the  Embaes;,  whose  stay  in  Gabnl  gave  rise  to  snch  serioos 
results.  One  small  picture  was  disoovered,  which  is  certainly  a 
great  curiosity.  It  is  plainly  the  work  of  an  Afghan  artist,  and 
carries  as  back  to  the  disasters  of  1841-42,  when  for  a  time  oar 
arms  saffered  so  serioaa  a  reverse.  The  subject  of  die  drawing  is 
an  Afghan  on  horseback,  in  fall  splandoar  of  gold-braided  coat 
of  many  colours,  enormous  black  Astrakan  hat  with  its  character- 
istic  cone  shape,  small  black  boots  peeping  out  of  the  white 
drapery  of  his  wide-flowing  trouser,  and  the  silver  scabbard  of 
his  sword  dangling  at  bis  side.  His  saddle  is  goi^eons  in  red 
and  gold,  while  the  trappings  of  his  charger  are  bright  with 
elaborate  gilding.  The  horse  is,  in  the  language  of  heraldry, 
rafiv^nt,  while  his  rider  sits  proudly  in  the  saddle,  staring  oat 
over  the  wide,  wide  world  with  an  expression  of  haughty  contempt, 
which  is  almost  awe-inspiring.  On  the  greea  foreground, 
which  represents  the  grassy  sward  of  the  Cabul  plain,  a  dog, 
abnormally  developed  in  some  particulars,  gambols  along,  barking 
joyously  (if  the  protrusion  of  a  crimson  tongue  as  big  as  his  head 
means  anything),  and  tlioroughly  enjoying  his  master's  triumph. 
What  that  triumph  is  has  yet  to  be  told !  On  the  flank  of  the 
horse,  and  so  close  as  to  be  in  danger  of  its  heels,  is  the  figure 
of  s  British  officer,  clad  in  the  old  Pandy  aniform,  with  a  musket 
at  the  trail  in  his  band,  and  crouching  in  the  most  abject  terror. 
His  face,  that  of  a  boy-snbaltem,  is  turned  upwards ;  while  his 
eye,  full  of  fear  and  respect,  is  watching  his  Afghan  conqueror 
with  great  intentnees.  He  is  at  the  double,  to  keep  up  with  the 
horse,  and  the  artist  has  cleverly  depicted  in  figure  and  expression 
the  humiliation  he  is  undergoing.  Nothing  could  be  finer  than 
the  contrast  between  the  black-bearded  Afghan,  with  his  enormoaa 
ponting  lips  of  a  purple  tinge,  and  staring  eyes,  and  the  smooth 
boyish  face,  full  of  timidity,  of  the  unlucky  Briton  he  is  leading 
captive.  We  can  aflbrd  to  laogh  at  the  picture,  for  "  the 
wheel  has  come  full  circle,"  and  the  subject  now  for  an  artist  to 
draw  would  be  an  English  Lancer,  perfect  in  his  array  as  a  lily 
of  the  field,  leading  captive  at  his  stirrnp  a  typical  Afghan  (say 
Yakub  Khan,  for  example)  with  a  halter  round  his  neck  and  clad 
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in  all  the  eimplicity  of  a  dAotu.  The  picture  I  hare  deBcribed 
is  a  standing  cariosity  in  Camp,  and  is  to  be  the  nncleas  of  a 
Aitnre  Cabnl  Picture  Gallery. 

In  Cabal  the  hotter  class  of  honsea  all  present  the  same  appear- 
ance ontaide :  that  of  high  brown  mad  walls,  with  one  or  two 
small  doorways.  Nothing  can  be  more  nninviting  than  these 
snn-baked  walls,  which,  from  the  Mediterranean  eastwards, 
■Iways  mark  the  residence  of  a  Massolman  popnlation.  Bat 
within  them  there  is  mnch  to  atone  for  their  forbidding  exterior. 
Entering  one  of  these  large  houses  in  the  Bala  Hissar  some  days 
ago,  I  fonnd  myself  in  an  inner  conrtyard  fall  20  yards  sqaate. 
At  either  end  were  seta  of  rooms  with  open  verandahs  in  front, 
boilt  of  a  framework  of  wood  fitted  in  with  bricks,  and  then 
carefally  plastered  over.  The  lower  rooms  were  fonr  or  five  feet 
sbora  the  level  of  the  coartyaid,  and  broad  flights  of  steps  led 
op  to  them.  Every  bit  of  wood  used  as  supports  or  for  partition 
walls  had  been  carved  and  fretted  with  great  skill,  while  the  inner 
rooms  were  cat  off  from  the  glare  ontside  by  carved  wooden 
screens,  some  of  the  patterns  being  extremely  pretty.  Bat  the 
greatest  wealth  of  ornamentation  had  been  lavished  above,  in 
what  were  the  qnarters  of  the  women.  A  handsome  wooden 
staircase,  broad  enoagh  for  fonr  persons  to  walk  abreast,  led  op 
to  these  ;  and  once  on  the  higher  level  the  change  from  the  doll 
brown  below  was  qnite  refreshing.  There  was  the  same  repeti- 
tion of  carved  woodwork  and  open  screens ;  bat  the  inner  walls 
were  gsy  with  frescoes  in  every  coloar,  the  plaster  beiag  covered 
with  native  designs  of  scroll-work,  filled  in  with  birds  of  startling 
plumage  and  flowers  of  hnes  to  shame  the  rainbow.  The  ceilings 
and  cornices  were  similarly  adorned,  the  latter  being  set  with 
mirrors  in  long  narrow  strips  of  varioas  sizes.  The  recesses  for 
lamps  and  the  lintels  of  the  doors  had  all  shared  in  the  general 
ornamentation,  and  to  its  inmates  the  zenajia  mast  have  seemed 
a  triomph  of  artistic  skill.  All  was  deserted  now,  not  even  a 
door  remaining  on  its  hinges.  The  carved  work  was  smashed 
as  if  some  reckless  soldier  had  thrnst  his  rifle-stock  through  it ; 
the  bits  of  mirror  were  starred  with  stray  blows,  and  the  plaster 
bad  been  broken  from  the  walls  as  the  woodwork  had  been  torn 
away.     The  wood  from   the  staircases  leading  to  the  roof,  thn 
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faTonrite  OTeiiiiig  gossiping  ploee  of  the  Birdars,  ladies,  and 
attendants,  had  all  heen  carried  away,  and  the  gaping  holes 
through  which  the  sanlight  ponred  were  eloqaent  of  desolation. 
And  it  ifl  a  deaoUtion  well  deserved,  for  it  was  in  just  such  s 
honse,  with  coortyard  imd  pleasant  npper  rooms  (perhaps  not  so 
elaborately  decorated,  the  whitewash  coreiing  the  beanties  of  the 
frescoes)  that  Cavagnari  was  lodged.  The  Bala  Hisaar  may  at 
last  meet  with  the  fate  which  it  deserved,  and  narrowly  escaped, 
when  Pollock  was  master  of  Cabal  in  1842;  and  soon  not  one 
mud  wall  may  remain  to  stare  its  neighbour  out  of  conntenancfi. 
The  large  godowns  in  the  Upper  Fortress  are  still  fall  of  powder 
— nearly  a  million  pounds ;  bat,  with  this  exception,  the  place 
has  been  cleared  of  all  its  warlike  stores.  The  excavationB  at 
the  Residency  are  still  carried  on,  bnt  the  remains  of  onx  officers 
have  not  been  foand.  Two  English  watches  were  onearthed  a 
few  days  ago :  one  had  stopped  at  2.45  p.if .,  and  the  other  at 
S.15  F.11. 

9(ft  AToremier. 
There  seems  to  be  an  impression  gaining  gronnd  ontside  thai 
the  army  here  has  been  rather  tardy  in  its  work  of  vengeance,  and 
has  not  fulfilled  its  mission  in  so  bloodthirsty  a  way  as  might 
have  been  expected.  Mnch,  however,  has  bad  to  be  done  in  the 
clearing  of  the  Sbatargardan,  laying  in  stores  for  the  winter,  and 
making  inquiry  qaietly  into  the  probable  intention  of  the  scattered 
regiments.  It  would  not  have  been  advisable  to  alarm  such  of 
the  Afghan  sepoys  as  had  left  their  homes  in  Cabal  and  the  villages 
near,  and  we  have,  therefore,  hitherto  only  picked  out  a  few  of 
the  worst  characters  and  banged  them  as  an  "  enooaragement  to 
the  others."  Seeing  that  no  general  action  was  taken  in  tborooghly 
searching  such  villages  as  were  close  at  hand,  the  disbanded 
soldiers  have  returned  in  many  instances  to  their  homes,  and  now 
that  we  have  some  of  the  muster-rolls  of  the  regiments  in  our 
possession,  we  have  suddenly  begun  to  sweep  into  the  net  of  the 
Military  Commission  every  one  against  whom  suspicion  exists. 
Flying  parties  of  cavalry  are  sent  ont,  some  with  sealed  orders,  to 
bring  in  such  men  as  have  been  marked  down  by  informers  eager 
to  earn  the  rewards  offered  for  the  apprehension  of  goilty  persons, 
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and  yesterday  a  swoop  was  made  into  the  Cbardeh  Talley,  only 
two  or  three  miles  from  Camp.  The  rillftge  of  Indikee  and  its 
DeighbonrB  Bent  out  most  of  their  armed  men  to  fight  against  ns, 
and  for  the  last  month  they  have  been  revelling  in  iancied  secnrity, 
in  the  belief  that  their  misdeedB  were  unknown.  They  have  JQsb 
been  rudely  awakened  from  their  pleasant  dream.  On  Friday 
erening  the  3rd  Sikhs,  6th  Pnnjab  Cavalry,  and  two  mountain 
guns  of  the  Kobat  Battery  were  warned  for  serrioe  with  General 
Baker  for  the  morrow,  but  their  destination  was  kept  a  secret. 
There  are  so  many  channels  by  which  information  may  leak  oat 
that  if  it  had  been  stated  whither  they  were  bound,  some  kind 
friends  of  the  Afghans,  who  are  favourably  received  in  Gamp, 
might  have  given  warning  to  the  men  whose  hves  were  in  danger. 
General  Baker  formed  up  the  troops  outside  the  walls  of  the 
cantonments  at  daybreak  yesterday  morning,  and  at  once  moved 
off  through  the  suburbs  of  Cabul  to  the  gorge  through  which  the 
river  enters  the  city.  The  road  to  the  left  was  taken  after 
DehnLazung  village  had  been  passed  just  beyond  the  gorge,  and 
the  cavalry  pushing  on  formed  a  cordon  round  Indikee.  In  my 
last  letter  I  described  the  village,  which  General  Roberts  visited 
&X00  days  ago.  It  is  commanded  from  several  points  on  the  hill- 
side, and  at  one  of  these  the  two  guns  were  posted  ready  to  open 
fire  if  resistance  were  offered.  There  was,  however,  no  thought 
of  fighting :  the  village  was  taken  quite  by  surprise,  and  the 
headmen  came  out  in  fear  and  trembling  as  Qeneral  Baker  and 
the  3rd  Bikha  marched  np.  The  headmen  were  briefly  told  that 
all  sepoys  belonging  to  the  Afghan  army  must  be  brought  ontand 
surrendered.  They  were  given  five  minutes  to  produce  the  men, 
the  threat  of  a  forcible  search,  with,  perhaps,  worse  to  follow, 
^ving  point  to  the  request.  In  a  very  few  minutes  they  brought 
forward  thirty  men,  unarmed,  and  with  no  uniform  on  their  backs, 
and  these  were  at  once  made'  prisoners.  The  Qeneral  had  a  list 
in  which  the  names  of  certain  sepoys  known  to  be  in  Indikee 
were  entered ;  and,  upon  calling  this  over,  several  were  found  to 
be  missing.  The  malik$  explained  that  twenty-two  sepoys  were 
absent  in  various  directions,  and  promised  faithfully  to  bring  them 
into  Sherpor  when  they  should  return.  This  promise  was  accepted, 
lod  the  disannament  of  the  village  then  began.     The  orders  were 
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that  all  arms,  aTen  to  the  kDiTea  so  commonl;  worn  by  Afghans, 
ehonld  be  laid  at  the  door  of  every  hoase  before  oni  sepoya 
entered.  This  was  done,  the  whole  place  being  divided  into  three 
parts :  two  companies  of  Sikhs  were  sent  to  each  section  to  collect 
the  weapons.  Wherever  the  arms  were  not  before  the  doors  the 
bouseB  were  searched,  and  in  snob  a  manner  that  bnt  few  weapons 
could  remain  hidden.  Indikee  having  made  itself  so  particularly 
obnoxious,  was  farther  pnnished  by  a  fine  of  1,800  mannds  of 
grain  and  800  loads  of  bhooia  being  levied  upon  it.  This  quantity 
of  grain  and  forage  was  ordered  to  be  delivered  in  Sberpnr  within 
a  week,  and  two  headmen  were  taken  as  hostages  for  the  dne 
fulfilment  of  the  bargain.  In  case  of  their  failing  to  carry  oat 
the  Older,  the  village  will  be  burnt  to  the  ground.  Other  villages 
which  had  shared  in  the  guilt  of  Indikee  were  then  visited,  and 
eighteen  more  Afghan  soldiers  taken.  Many  of  these  belong  to 
the  Herat  regiments,  and  answered  to  their  names  when  called 
upon.  They  fell  into  rank  at  the  word  of  command  ;  and,  when 
"  right  about  face  "  was  oalled  oat,  preparatory  to  marching  back 
to  Sherpar,  obeyed  with  alacrity.  AJl  the  arms  taken  were 
humbly  carried  into  camp  by  the  villagers,  escorted  by  our  sepoys 
and  sotoarB,  much  to  the  edification  of  saoh  Cabnlis  as  were  met 
upon  the  road.  The  raid  was  altogether  a  very  snocessful  one  : 
and  if  all  the  towers  in  the  Chardeh  Yalley  are  blown  up  as  a 
pendant  to  the  excursion,  the  villagers  will  have  been  tanght  a 
severe  lesson.  To-day  the  malikt,  true  to  their  word,  brought 
in  between  twenty  and  thirty  sepoys,  many  of  the  latter  marching 
quietly  in,  and  surrendering  themselves  as  calmly  as  if  they  were 
our  own  soldiers  who  had  overstayed  their  leave  and  expected  a 
alight  punishment.  What  their  fate  is  likely  to  be,  appears  from 
the  result  of  the  sitting  of  the  Military  Commission  to-day. 
Sixteen  prisoners  were  brought  up,  and  eleven  of  these  will  be 
hanged  to-morrow  morning.  Five  poor  wretches,  khalattiea 
belonging  to  the  Artillery,  were  released,  as  there  was  nothing  to 
inculpate  them.  We  seem  at  last  to  have  got  hold  of  certain 
sepoys  who  were  concerned  in  the  first  outbreak  in  the  Bala  Hissar. 
They  do  not  attempt  to  conceal  their  names,  or  those  of  the 
regiments  to  which  they  belong,  and  hear  their  sentence  of  death 
as  stoically  as  if  each  man  were  a  Spartan.    It  makes  one  ex- 
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asperated  to  see  the  rank  and  file  of  these  wretches  being  marched 
off  to  ezecntioD,  while  their  leaders  are  still  at  large,  and  bnt  few 
of  the  Gabnl  rabble  hare  been  brought  to  acconnt.  One  grows 
sick  of  hanging  ten  common  men  a  day ;  and  there  is  already  a 
talk  of  an  amnesty  being  shortly  proclaimed — only  ringleaders  and 
certain  marked  men  being  excepted.  There  will  be  no  dif&colty, 
I  imagine,  in  the  future  in  capturing  a  few  score  eepoys  if  the 
ezecntions  have  to  be  begun  over  again,  as  the  muster-rollB  give 
very  fully  the  names  and  residences  of  the  sepoys.  The  rolls  are 
framed  somewhat  on  the  Indian  pattern,  and  are  fairly  complete. 
One  IB  the  crack  regiment,  called  the  "Asnider  Regiment,"  and 
these  men  are  Btill  at  large  with  good  rifles  in  their  bands. 
Perhaps  they  may  have  courage  enoogh  to  die  as  soldiere,  fighting 
openly,  rather  than  come  to  an  end  on  the  scafToId. 

We  are  unhappy  in  our  minds  as  to  our  winter  line  of  com- 
manications,  our  hopes  of  the  road  to  Gnndamak  being  secured 
by  the  meeting  of  General  Macpherson's  aud  General  Charles 
Gongh'a  forces  having  snddenly  di'opped  below  zero.  It  is  difficult 
to  oDderstand  what  has  oceorred :  but  the  most  important  step  in 
onr  recent  operations  haa  certainly  been  neutralized  in  some  way. 
Whether  it  is  diyided  authority, — General  Boberts  on  the  Cabnl 
aide  being  unable  to  give  orders  to  General  Bright  on  the  Gnn- 
damak line  80  long  as  the  latter  remains  senior  in  army  rank, — or 
some  local  exigency,  is  not  at  all  clear ;  but  this  much  is  only  too 
plainly  CTident,  that  the  force  under  General  Charles  Gough,  after 
joining  hands  with  our  brigade  at  Kata  Sung,  four  miles  west  of 
Jogdnlluck,  has  fallen  back  upon  Jngdullock,  while  General 
Macpherson  has  marched  down  the  Tezin  riyer  to  the  Ln^man 
country.  Consequently  we  have  been  cut  off  again  from  the 
Khyber  Force  for  se?eral  days.  We  are  most  anxious  to  ensure 
the  safety  of  our  postal  and  telegraphic  line  through  the  belt  of 
mountains  which  shots  us  off  from  our  reinforcements  if  we  diance 
to  need  them.  Besides,  we  are  anxious  to  send  onr  sick  and 
wounded  back  to  India  before  the  full  rigonr  of  winter  comes  upon 
them  here  ;  and,  with  snow  likely  to  &11  early  in  December,  there 
is  not  much  time  to  spare.  General  Macpherson,  on  his  part,  has 
crossed  the  Cabul  river  at  a  point  where,  it  is  said,  a  pile-bridge 
could  be  euily  built,  and  has  explored  the  Laghman  VaUey  at 
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its  weatern  end.  Shortness  of  snppliea  is  ^ven  as  hie  teasou  for 
leariog  Kata  Stmg.  He  has  found  a  good  road  running  for 
80  or  40  miles  orer  nearly  a  hill  conntrj ;  bnt  whether  it  will  be 
of  service  is  quite  another  matter,  which  may  be  dealt  with  when 
we  have  one  route  open.  The  troops  with  him  are  needed  here, 
as  one  or  two  local  punitive  expeditions  have  to  be  sent  oat ;  and 
he  has  therefore  been  recalled.  The  Luttabund  route  is  to  be 
adopted  as  the  one  best  calculated  to  be  followed  to  JugduUuok, 
and  the  Pioneers  will  be  left  behind  to  make  it  practicable.  Blast- 
ing powder  ia  being  sent  up  to  the  Eotal,  and  the  work  will,  it  is 
thought,  soon  be  accomplished.  In  the  meantime,  General  Hugh 
Oongh  has  left  Sherpur  to  arrange  for  all  the  posts  between 
Luttabund  and  Jugdnllack  being  held.  There  was  no  opposition 
to  the  advance  from  Gondamak  beyond  a  few  shots  fired  by  a  knot 
of  men  near  Jugdnlluck ;  the  only  damage  they  inflicted  waa  the 
woanding  of  one  of  the  Guides'  horses. 

12(A  'Nmtrnhtr. 
The  laat  few  days  have  been  remarkable  for  the  trial  and  execu- 
tion of  no  less  than  forty-nine  prisoners,  nearly  all  of  whom  were 
aepoys  belonging  to  the  Herat  regiments  which  attacked  the 
Besidency.  As  already  mentioned.  General  Baker  captored  forty- 
eight  men  in  the  Cb&rdeb  villages  in  his  excursion  of  the  8th ; 
and  others  were  brought  in  by  the  headmen  in  fulfilment  of  their 
promise.  In  all,  eighty-nine  were  tried  by  the  Military  Gonunission; 
and  of  these,  eleven,  twenty-eight,  and  ten  were  hanged  on  the 
lOth,  11th,  and  12th  inatant.  The  remainder  were  released,  as 
they  were  able  to  give  a  fairly  satisfactory  account  of  themselves, 
two  only  being  retained,  as  they  have  promised  to  lead  our  search 
parties  to  villages  where  men  are  still  lying  hidden.  These  two 
men  were  to  have  been  hanged  this  morning,  and  were  only 
reprieved  at  the  last  moment.  Every  opportunity  was  given 
to  these  Afghan  sepoys  to  explain  their  actions,  and  such  lame 
atoriea  as  were  invented  were  easy  of  disproof.  Their  moUfet 
stated  what  men  were  absent  from  the  villages,  and  whether  they 
were  with  their  regiments,  or  away  at  distant  points  during  Sep- 
tember and  October.  The  muster-rolls  in  oor  possession  showed 
the  rank  and  regiment  of  the  men,  and  in  no  case  did  the  priaoaera 
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deny  their  identity.  Sach  as  were  released  were  either  poor 
wratchee  like  ^n-khalass\et,  or  sepoys,  who  conld  show  that 
tbey  were  nowhere  near  Gsbnl  from  September  let  to  October  6th, 
and  conld  not  conseqaently  have  shared  in  the  attack  npon  the 
Embassy,  the  battle  of  Charasia,  or  the  fight  on  the  Cabal  Heights. 
These  wholesale  exeootions  were  mainly  intended  as  a  ponishment 
to  snob  as  disregarded  the  Proclamation  issaed  at  Zerghan  Shahr 
by  General  Boberts  on  October  Srd,  and  it  is  now  thonght  an 
example,  severe  enough,  has  been  made.  The  Afghan  army,  or 
SDch  of  it  as  exists,  most  see  that  we  were  thoroughly  in  earnest 
in  threatening  with  death  all  who  chose  to  appear  as  rebels  against 
the  then  Amir,  in  whose  name  we  were  advancing.  Of  coarse  the 
instant  men  came  in  and  Borrendered,  patting  themselves  at  oar 
mercy,  the  task  of  hanging  them  became  a  very  angracions  one 
— if  they  had  only  been  goilty  of  contesting  an  advance.  To-day, 
therefore,  so  amnesty  was  issned,  nnder  which  all  of  this  latter 
elaas  were  [«rdoned  on  condition  of  sarrendering  their  arms. 
The  following  is  the  foil  text  of  the  amnesty : — 


PB001.AHITION  0?  NovBKBBB  12th,  1879. 
"  To  all  whom  it  may  concern.  On  the  12th  of  October  a  Pro- 
clamation was  issued,  in  which  I  offered  a  reward  for  the  sur- 
render of  any  persons  who  had  fonght  against  the  British  troops 
since  tbe  Srd  of  September,  and  had  thereby  become  rebels  against 
the  Amir  Yaknb  Khan.  I  have  now  received  information  which 
tends  to  show  that  some  at  least  of  those  who  shared  in  the 
opposition  encountered  by  the  British  troops  daring  their 
adrance  on  Gabnl,  were  led  to  do  so  by  a  belief  that  the  Amir 
was  a  prisoner  in  my  camp,  and  had  called  apon  the  soldiery  and 
people  of  Gabnl  to  rise  on  his  behalf.  Sach  persons,  althongh 
eoemies  to  the  British  Government,  were  not  rebels  against  their 
own  sovereign,  and  the  great  British  Government  does  not  seek 
for  vengeance  against  enemies  who'no  longer  resist.  It  may  be 
that  few  only  of  Uiose  who  took  np  arms  were  thas  led  away  by 
tike  statement  of  evil-minded  men,  bnt  rather  than  pnnish  the 
innocent  with  the  goilty,  I  am  willing  to  believe  that  all  were  alike 
deceived.    On  behalf  of  the  British  Government,  therefore,  I 
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proclaim  s  free  and  complete  amnesty  to  all  persona  wbo  hare 
fongbt  against  the  British  troops  since  the  8rd  of  September, 
provided  that  they  dow  give  op  any  arms  in  their  poBsession  and 
return  to  their  homes.  The  offer  of  reward  for  the  annender  of 
such  persons  is  now  withdrawn,  and  they  will  not,  for  the  fatare, 
be  molested  in  any  way  00  account  of  their  opposition  to  the 
British  advance.  But  it  mast  be  clearly  nnderstood  that  the 
benefit  of  this  amnesty  does  not  extend  to  any  one,  whether 
soldier  or  civiliao,  who  was  conoemed,  directly  or  indirectly,  in 
the  attack  upon  the  Besidency,  or  who  may  hereafter  be  found 
in  possession  of  any  property  belonging  to  members  of  the 
Embassy.  To  sach  persona  no  mercy  will  be  ahown.  Further, 
I  hold  oat  CO  promise  of  pardon  to  those  who,  well  knowing  the 
Amir's  position  in  the  British  oamp,  instigated  ^an  troops  and 
people  of  Cabul  to  take  ap  arms  against  the  British  troops.  They 
have  been  guilty  of  wilful  rebellion  against  the  Amir's  authority, 
and  they  will  be  considered  and  treated  as  lebela  wherever  they 
may  be  found." 

It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  clemency  would  be  extended  to 
such  men  as  joined  in  the  actual  attack  upon  the  Beaidency,  or  to 
the  leadera,  who  misled  the  sepoys  afterwards,  by  declaring  that 
the  Amir  was  an  unwilling  prisoner  in  oar  bauda,  and  was  calling, 
from  his  captivity,  upon  aU  true  Massalmans  to  teaisi  the  British, 
and  release  him  from  the  hands  of  his  own  and  his  country's 
enemies,  ka  we  have  had  daily  to  watch  the  string  of  men 
paseiug  along  under  escort  to  the  Bala  Hissar,  many  a  keen 
regret  has  been  felt  that  leaders  like  Nek  Mahomed  and 
Kushdil  Ehan  have  not  been  in  their  ranks.  The  demean- 
our of  the  men  hanged  has,  in  all  cases,  been  one  of  stolid 
indifference :  they  accepted  their  fote  as  a  matter  of  eonrse, 
and,  when  sarronnded  by  the  bayonets  of  the  Highlanders, 
tried  to  keep  op  a  semblance  of  soldierly  bearing,  by  marching 
in  time  and  keeping  shoulder  to  shoulder.  But  that  one  re- 
members the  bitter  treachery  we  have  come  to  puniab,  and 
can  almost  look  down  from  the  foot  of  the  scaffold  into  the  pit 
in  which  the  bodies  of  our  brave  Guides  are  lying,  one  mif^t 
feel  pity  for  the  wretches  whose  fanaticism  has  pot  their  heads 
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into  the  qooba.  There  were  no  extra  precantioas  takea,  even 
when  twenty-eight  men  had  to  be  hanged;  a  small  guard  of 
%!tej  men  onder  a  commiesioned  officer  was  told  off  &om  one  of 
die  Britiah  regiments,  and  the  priaoBers  were  marched  off  in 
Qnb  osnal  way.  They  apparently  noTer  thonght  of  attempting 
to  escape;  and  Cabal  is  so  cowed  by  the  military  law  it  is 
now  enjoying,  that  its  rabble  population  has  not  spirit  enoogb 
left  to  cry  "a  rescue."  Nothing  can  be  qnieter  than  the  city, 
which  has  always  been  so  notorioos  for  bloodshed  and  tnr- 
bolecce :  the  shadow  of  the  scaffold  is  over  it,  and  not  one 
among  the  ruffians  who  throng  its  narrow  streets,  and  hide  in  its 
filthy  porliens,  bat  feels  its  inflaence.  They  have  hitherto  traded 
apon  onr  known  weakness — the  worship  of  the  quality  of  mercy, 
— and  it  is  only  now  that  they  onderstand  the  new  principle  of 
retribution  We  hare  introdaced  into  oar  policy.  Like  Pollock, 
Oeaeral  Roberts  might  have  destroyed  their  bazaar  and  left  Gabnl 
to  its  fate ;  bnt  whether  we  withdraw  ^ain  or  not,  there  will  be 
the  tale  of  lives  taken  by  oar  hangmen  stUl  to  be  counted  over  in 
the  city  and  the  Tillages ;  and  who  knows  yet  what  powerful  names 
may  not  top  the  list  ? 

The  work  of  the  Special  Commiasion  dealing  with  the  Massacre 
and  intrignes  of  the  Ministers  has  so  far  progressed,  that,  in  a 
few  days,  I  beliere,  the  report  will  be  ready.  Each  of  the  mem- 
bers— Colonel  Maogregor,  £>r.  Bellew,  and  Hyat  Khan — is  writing 
a  report ;  and  from  the  three  will  be  framed  a  final  one,  to  be 
submitted  to  the  Government,  with  sach  recommendations  as 
General  Roberts  and  his  advisers  may  deem  fit  to  make.  The 
chief  interest,  of  conree,  attaches  to  the  Amir,  whose  Este  now 
hangs  in  the  balance.  That  be  will  at  least  be  deported  to  India 
seems  beyond  doabt.  What  puniBhmeat  will  he  meted  oat  to  the 
Mastaofi,  the  Wazir,  Yahiya  Khan,  and  Zakariah  Ehan,  cannot 
of  course  be  estimated  ;  hat  if  the  evidence  against  them  of 
inciting  the  rebel  regiments  to  continne  in  arms  is  at  all  clear, 
they  ought  certainly  not  to  be  spared.  They  see  day  by  day  how 
unyielding  we  are  in  carrying  out  the  work  we  have  undertaken ; 
and,  if  guilty,  they  mast  nneasily  coant  their  beads  while  calcu- 
lating the  chances  of  ultimate  escape.  The  amnesty  is  so  framed 
that  they  do  not  at  present  come  within  its  scope,  and  they  cannot 
tell  the  exact  evidence  which  has  been  forthcoming  as  to  their 
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iotrigaefl.  They  are  closely  guarded,  and  all  accesB  to  them  vill 
be  forbidden  nntU  their  Bentenoe  is  pronounced.  There  is  oce 
prisoner  in  the  row  of  tente  where  onr  captives  are  confined  who 
is  to  be  treated  to-morrow  to  the  smart  pnnisbmeat  of  fifty  lashes, 
and  his  case  is  a  pectUiar  one.  When  the  Ghilzais  and  their  allies 
were  investing  the  Shutargardan,  Colonel  Money  received  a  ^'^^i/tiA 
who  proposed  certain  terms  which  I  have  before  characterized  aa 
absord.  The  tribes  proposed,  first,  that  the  force  then  in  Shatar- 
gardan  should  retire  to  Ali  Kheyl,  the  Ghilzais  finding  carriage 
for  their  stores  and  giving  hostages  as  a  guarantee  of  good  faith. 
This  was  declined,  and  they  then  made  a  similar  proposition, 
giving  Knshi  as  the  destination  of  the  troops  instead  of  Ali  Kheyl. 
On  this  also  being  rejected,  the  jirgah  said  that  on  promise  of 
payment  of  two  lakhs  of  rupees  they  woold  disperse  the  tribes. 
This  was  laagbed  at  by  Colonel  Money  and  Dr.  Bellew,  and  the 
jirgah  were  dismissed.  One  Ghilzai  chief,  losing  his  temper, 
said : — "  Very  well,  to-morrow  morning  we  will  come  and  cat  all 
yoar  throats."  This  part  of  the  programme  did  not  come  off, 
and  this  man  had  afterwards  the  audacity  to  come  into  Camp 
here,  no  donbt  to  see  bow  we  were  progressing.  He  was  recognized 
and  arrested,  and  to-morrow  he  will  be  sent  back  to  his  tribe  well 
scored  with  the  lash.  He  will,  perhaps,  nse  greater  discretion  in 
future.  While  on  this  matter  of  the  Shutargardan  investment, 
it  is  worth  mentioning  that  one  section  of  the  tribes  has  been 
punished  in  a  manner  that  may  rather  astonish  their  chiefe. 
When  it  was  believed  that  the  telegraph  line  wonld  be  perma- 
nently laid  to  Cabal  from  Ali  Kheyl,  large  quantities  of  timber  were 
purchased  from  local  maliks,  one  section  (the  Ahmed  Kheyls,  I 
believe)  supplying  Bs.  6,000  worth.  They  had  been  paid  half 
this  sum  ;  but  as  they  broke  faith  by  joining  the  other  tribesmen 
during  the  late  distarbances,  General  Roberts  has  sanctioned  the 
confiscation  of  the  Bs.  8,000  still  due  to  them.  This  will  be  a 
heavy  fine,  and  is  a  ready  mode  of  punishing  them.  The  cost  of 
laying  the  line  firom  Ali  Eheyl  westwards  to  vrithin  a  few  miles  of 
Dobundi  was  over  Rs.  20,000,  and  nearly  all  the  wire  and  posts 
have  been  carried  off  by  the  hillmen — a  costly  experiment  to  us, 
which  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  not  be  repeated. 

We  are  now  rejoicing  in  the  probable  opening  of  the  road  from  here 
to  JngduUuok,  as  arrangements  have  been  made  by  General  Hugh 
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Oongh  for  the  garriaoDing  of  the  posts.  Onr  qnartere  in  barraoks 
are  not  quite  ready,  and  ancb  a  sadden  access  of  cold  as  that  now 
ezperieDCed  is  difficult  to  withstand  in  the  light  tents  onr  men 
haTe  to  live  in.  Yesterday  there  were  signs  from  the  early  mom- 
ing  tiiat  some  change  was  threatening,  the  snn  being  obscnred  by 
9,  haze  which,  in  the  eyes  of  the  natives,  meant  snow.  Late  in 
the  afternoon  one  of  the  local  khak-bads,  or  small  dast-stonns, 
swept  over  Camp,  and  this  was  followed  by  light  rain,  just  sufficient 
to  lay  the  dnat.  A  great  fall  of  temperature  occurred,  which 
drove  as  to  seek  the  warmth  of  posbteeos  and  over-coats,  and  jast 
before  SQnset  sleet  began  to  drift  down.  For  abont  an  honr  it  fell, 
not  very  heavily  however,  and  soon  the  whole  cantonment  was 
whitened  over.  The  hills  ahont  were  all  obscured  by  light  clonds, 
which  closed  down  npon  the  plain,  and  we  began  to  fear  heavy 
snow  would  fall.  Fortunately,  however,  for  onr  comfort,  it  cleared 
np  soon  after  six  o'clock ;  but  a  sharp  frost  set  in,  and  the  night 
was  bitterly  cold,  water  freezing  even  in  onr  tents.  To-day  the 
sky  was  as  blue  and  clear  as  in  June,  and  the  frozen  sleet  soon 
disappeared  ss  the  snn  shone  out.  In  sheltered  places  little 
patches  of  white  are  still  seen,  while  the  Pnghman  mountains 
are  covered  with  snow.  An  early  and  severe  winter  is  expected 
from  this  sudden  change,  although  it  is  possible  two  or  three  weeks 
of  bright  genial  sunshine  may  still  be  in  store  for  us  before  the 
real  winter  snow-fall  covers  the  country.  A  flying  column,  mads 
np  from  General  Baker's  brigade,  was  to  have  started  for  Ghazni 
on  the  16th,  General  Roberta  in  person  accompanying  it ;  but  it 
is  probable  that  the  expedition  will  now  be  postponed.  It  would 
involve  great  hardships  to  march  troops  between  80  and  90  miles 
exposed  to  sleet  and  snow  storms  ;  and  sa  the  chief  object  of  the 
journey  would  be  to  secure  food  and  forage,  other  means  may, 
perhaps,  be  found  to  gain  the  end  in  view.  The  proclamation  of 
an  amnesty  will  give  confidence  to  villagers  at  a  distance,  who  may 
now  be  tempted  to  bring  in  supplies. 

There  has  not  been  much  excitement  in  Gamp  apart  from  the 
news  of  a  skirmish  at  Doaba,  in  which  the  67th  had,  at  last,  a 
chance  of  distinguishing  themselves.  We  shall  only  gain  parti- 
cnlars  of  this  little  fight,  which  has  cost  us  four  killed  and  five 
wounded,  when  General  Maepherson  comes  in  on  the  14th. 
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CHAPTER  Xn. 

Vbttr  SnppIiM — Th«  Fraage  DiffionHj — lAok  of  CiTiliied  Api^uncaa  ud  Ii 

Compnaaed  Hftf — 'Sba  Slok  Oohto;  foi  Indik— Alldggd  AtrodlitB— The  Inqnitr 
ioto  Dr.  Bonrke'i  Btatamant — An  Bx&ggent«d  Deteription  of  the  Cbuuik  Bettlo- 
Gdd — EkneisI  Uaoplienan'i  Biannian  to  Tagi»— Attitude  of  the  8»£a— Sfaen 
Ali'i  IfUitki7  Bold  eloDg  the  Koitheni  Bank  of  the  Oitnil  BiTor— The  Shirmiih 
»t  DmU— Nanow  B*Mpe  of  Ckptun  Poole'e  Gonpuij— DefMt  of  the  Safit. 

Shebpub,  14tA  November. 
Thb  hll  of  sleet  on  the  eTenmg  of  the  11th  led  as  to  believe  thai 
fierere  weather  might  be  setting  in ;  but,  to  our  Bnrpriae,  the  aanie 
genial  daja  which  deUgbt«d  as  before  have  returned ;  and  after 
three  sharp  nights,  in  which  a  cheerful  fire  in  a  walled  bnilding 
wonld  have  been  vety  welcome,  we  are  hoping  that  winter  will 
spare  as  farther  inclemency  at  least  for  two  or  three  weeks.  The 
Ghazni  expedition  may,  I  think,  be  looked  apon  as  abandoned  ; 
and  we  are  trasting  to  local  sirdars  to  bring  as  in  the  large  aapplies 
of  forage  which  we  were  going  ont  to  seek.  Advances  in  hard 
cash  are  made  to  these  men,  so  that  they  may  go  oat  with  the 
practical  evidence  of  oar  willingness  to  bay  ap  all  the  hhoosa  in 
the  coantrj,  and  from  Daoad  Shah  downwards  they  promise  ns 
great  things  in  the  way  of  sapplies.  As  I  said  in  a  late  letter, 
the  qaestion  of  forage  is  the  most  pressing,  as,  once  the  groond  is 
covered  with  snow,  the  scanty  supply  of  grass  which  now  comes  in 
will  be  entirely  cnt  off.  From  Eohistan,  the  Logar  and  Ghardeh 
Valleys,  and  the  villages  in  the  Gahnl  plain  eastwards  to  Batkhak, 
we  have  drawn  some  thonsands  of  mannde ;  *  but  with  the  horses 
of  the  9th  Lancers,  three  native  regiments,  and  two  batteries  of 
Artillery,  as  well  as  the  mnles  of  two  moantain  batteries,  to  be  kept 
in  good  condition,  and  all  the  transport  animals  to  be  fed,  the  con- 
samption  is  enormons.  Pressed  hay  wonld  be  worth  its  weight  in 
silver  if  we  ooald  only  get  it  here  ;  but,  of  coarse,  we  might  aa 
well  long  for  sea-coal  fires.  One  sees  much  writ^n  of  what  oa^t 
*  One  mwind  =  40  Men  ••  SOIbt. 


D,g,t7„lb,.GOOgIC 


The  Carrying  of  Supplies.  143 

to  be  done  by  armies  adToncing  from  India  into  Afghanistan,  uid 
the  BlowneH  of  our  marches  is  sometimea  criticized  rer;  rabidly ; 
bat  the  critioe  seem  to  forget  that  we  have  do  railways  npon  our 
lines  of  oommonication,  and  that  we  are  asked  to  make  war  in 
almost  as  mde  a  way  as  the  barbaric  hordes  which  swept  to  and 
from  India  centuries  ago.  Barring  onr  weapons  and  ammunition 
— and  eren  here  we  hate  been  served  with  Oatling  gnns  that  will 
Dot  work — we  have  bnt  the  old  means  of  advance :  the  oamels, 
males,  and  ponies,  which  have  been  time-honotired  carriers  since 
the  days  of  Alexander ;  and  we  have  them  in  sach  small  nambers, 
that  the  loss  of  even  100  is  a  serions  matter.  We  feed  them  as 
the  old  warriors  fed  their  beasts  of  burden — on  such  com  and 
forage  as  we  can  get ;  bnt  whereas  they  appropriated  every  mannd 
that  was  to  be  fonnd,  and  asked  no  qnestions,  we  pay  exorbitant 
prices,  dealing  as  traders,  and  not  as  conquerors,  with  the  people. 
Civilization  has  done  this  mnch,  that  it  has  shown  there  are  ways 
by  which  forage  for  a  month  can  be  carried  in  so  small  a  compass 
that  it  is  bnt  little  encumbrance ;  bat  we  reap  no  benefit  from  the 
discovery,  and  are  thrown  into  a  by-no-means  fertile  country  to  do 
as  beat  we  can  with  snch  supplies  as  may  be  forthcoming.  The 
very  hackeries  which  ply  along  the  road  from  Jhelnm  to  Jumrood 
groan  oni  reproaches  against  the  civilization  which  permits  them 
to  linger  oat  their  lives  ;  and  every  grass-cutter's  pony,  half  hidden 
by  his  huge  bundle  of  wortbleBs  straw,  or  bnmt-np  grass,  kicks 
against  the  absurd  pricks  which  force  him  to  do  as  his  ancestors 
did — fetch  and  carry  bulky  loads  of  whicb  he  himself  eats  nearly 
half.  We  could  do  mighty  deeds,  and  march  mighty  distances, 
were  it  Dot  that  our  transport  equipment  is  usually  x — an  onknown 
qoantity,  which  can  never  be  relied  npon.  In  the  morning  x  may 
eqaal  the  equivalent  of  10,000,came^;  in  the  evening  it  may  be 
9,S00 ;  after  six  months'  campaigning  it  may  be  600.  We  have 
not  merely  to  forage  for  the  chargers  of  our  fighting  men — we 
have  to  feed  the  very  animals  which  cany  the  forage,  and  carry  it 
(rften  in  its  bnUdest  form.  If  we  bad  merely  to  do  the  latter,  we 
might  trust  to  the  country,  especially  where  the  local  baggage 
animals  are  used  for  carriage.  A  Cavalry  Brigade  that  could 
carry  its  own  forage — and  snch  a  brigade  could  be  created  if 
advantage  were  taken  of  the  principle  which  reduces  balk  to  oae- 
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twentieth  or  even  Isbb — would  bo  bo  powerful  an  aid  to  an 
odTsncing  force,  that  deUye  wonld  be  almoHt  anknown.  There 
would  be  no  qnestion,  as  there  ia  now,  of  sending  baok  regiments 
to  pMtaring-groondB ;  there  would  be  the  means  of  enstaining 
them  always  at  hand.  A  pony  that  now  carries  a  load  which  a 
horse  can  eat  in  a  day,  conld  carry  food  for  twenty  days.  A 
trooper  conld  strap  Ms  forage  to  bis  saddle  as  he  now  does 
his  gram-bag.  We  might  take  many  a  bint  from  the  nomads 
of  Central  Ada — ^perhaps  the  horeemen  who  can  travel  long 
distances,  and  keep  their  horses  always  eqnal  to  the  work,  better 
than  any  other  race  in  the  world.  The  Tarooman  carries  with 
him,  in  the  ingenions  shape  of  small  balls  of  food,  snch  con- 
centrated nonrishment,  that  his  horse  never  flags  in  a  sixty-mile 
ride ;  and  if  he  can  do  this  in  his  own  rude  way,  and  be  inde- 
pendent of  passing  sapplies,  we,  with  elaborate  hay-presees  and 
chemical  processes,  might  snrely  pnt  onrselves  at  least  on  his 
level.  I  have  been  led  into  this  dissertation  chiefly  by  reason  of 
the  proposed  splitting  ap  of  onr  cavalry  brigade.  It  is  said  Uiat 
the  12th  BengtU  Cavalry  wUI  probably  remain  for  the  winter  in 
the  Jellalabad  Valley,  where  forage  is  fairly  plentifal ;  and  it  is 
also  possible  that  another  cavalry  regiment  will  be  sent  from  oar 
camp  here  to  join  them.  We  all  regret  that  the  cavalry  which 
has  been  with  ns  during  the  march  upon  Gabul  shoold  have  to  be 
Bent  back  even  for  three  or  four  months ;  and  yet  what  can  be 
done  ?  150,000  maunds  of  bhooaa  (chopped  straw)  is  the  estimate 
made  by  the  Commissariat  Department  of  the  quantity  of  forage 
required  from  the  1st  of  November  to  the  end  of  March,  and  we 
have  only  gathered  in  between  15,000  and  20,000  maunds.  The 
deficiency  18  bo  great  that,  unless  the  sirdars  we  ore  now  emp1<^ring 
as  purchasing  agents  keep  their  pledges,  our  cavalry  must  starve  or 
be  sent  back.  Besides,  we  have  been  busy  in  providing  the  army 
with  several  hundred  yahoos  as  transpart  animals.  These  yahoot 
will  have  to  be  fed  daring  the  winter,  in  addition  to  the  mules  and 
camels  we  brought  up  with  ns  from  AH  Kheyl :  there  were  not 
many  certainly,  for  we  did  wonders  in  the  way  of  moving  with 
little  carriage.  It  may  seem  trifling,  with  passing  events,  to  grow 
eloqnent  upon  bo  dry  s  subject  as  hay ;  bat  in  warfare,  such  as 
we  are  engaged  in,  cavalry  are  so  indispensable,  that  their  position 
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Hhonld  be  fairly  represented.  We  hear  of  hay -presses  being  made 
for  the  Candahar  Force,  hat  we  do  not  want  to  he  encnmhered 
with  theae.  Coold  not  the  forage,  ready  compressed,  be  sent  to 
SB  withont  fnrther  tronble  ? 

The  conTo;  of  sick  and  woanded,  which  left  Sberpar  to-day, 
was  made  np  of  fifly-two  Eoropeans,  seventy-two  native  soldiers 
and  followers,  and  eight  officers.  There  were  also  a  nnmber  of 
time-ezpired  men,  and  a  snfficient  esoort  was  sent  to  take  care  of 
the  convoy  as  far  as  Bntkhak,  whence  the  I2th  Bengal  Cavalry 
and  the  28th  Native  Infantry  will  be  detailed  to  see  them  through 
the  moontainoas  coontry  lying  between  the  Cabal  plain  and  the 
Jellalahad  Valley.  All  the  elephants  here  have  also  been  sent 
away  to  Oeneral  Bright's  force,  as  we  are  not  likely  to  wast  them 
until  the  spring,  and  they  would  have  probably  died  off  when  the 
■now  came.  The  convoy  will  do  the  distance  to  Peshawar  by  easy 
marches,  and  every  precaution  will  be  taken  against  possible 
attacks  in  the  Passes  that  have  to  be  gone  throagh.  The  sick  have 
not  been  sent  away  a  day  too  soon,  as  the  cold  nights  here  are 
my  trying  to  weakly  men.  The  hospital  quarters  in  the  barracks 
are  now  ready,  and  are  very  comfortable.  Sach  invalids  as  are 
only  suffering  &om  slight  ailments  are  now  in  the  rooms,  the 
strong  mud  walls  of  which  set  at  defiance  the  cold  which 
penetrated  so  easily  the  thin  canvas  of  the  tents. 

Further  examination  of  the  Lattabund  route  has  shovra  that  a 
good  road  can  be  made  with  very  little  tronhle,  the  difficult  bits 
near  the  Kotsl  being  avoided  by  s  slight  diversion.  Scarcely  any 
blasting  will  be  needed,  and  as  this  kind  of  skilled  labour  is 
generally  very  protracted  and  tiresome,  the  saving  of  much 
nlnable  time  is  a  great  consideration.  The  Pioneers  wiU  he 
eoabled  to  return  to  Sherpur  to  finish  their  lines  and  to  carry  out 
such  defensiTe  works  on  the  Bemara  Heights  as  may  be  thought 
necessary.  These  works  vrill  probably  be  on  a  large  scale,  so  for 
as  the  general  design  goes ;  hut  the  immediate  work  to  be  done 
will  be  the  bnilding  of  block-houses,  or  towers,  where  thepicquets 
can  he  posted  under  shelter  from  the  cold  wind  which  sweeps 
across  the  ridge.  Three  or  four  tents  are  now  pitched  on  the 
heights ;  but  it  is  very  trying,  especially  for  native  troops,  to  do 
■entry-go  in  snch  an  exposed  spot.     An  enemy  would  scarcely 


Dy,i7.=  i,,CoogIc 


146  The  Afghan  War,  1879—80. 

ventnre  to  att&ok  the  Gamp  &om  the  north,  as  the;  would  hare  to 
oro8S  a  level,  grssBy  plain,  on  which  the  cavalry  woold  have  them 
at  their  meroy.  The  long,  shallow  Wazirabad  lake,  bordered  by 
mareby  ground,  ehatB  in  this  plain  to  the  north,  a  spur  from  the 
Pughman  range  again  bounding  the  lake  still  further  to  the  north. 
The  matron  is  now  used  aa  a  polo-ground,  or  for  giving  oar  horaea 
a  gallop ;  while  the  lake  affords  wild-fowl  footing  for  sportsmeii 
loclqr  enough  to  have  guns  and  cartridges. 

There  has  not  been  mueh  to  excite  ua  in  Camp  lately,  except 
two  slight  shocks  of  earthquake  yesterday ;  and  as  the  ezeoutiona 
have  for  the  present  ceased,  there  seems  falling  upon  us  that  fatal 
period  of  inactivity  which  always  follows  successful  movementB 
against  an  enemy  who  runs  away  after  the  first  brash.  But  one 
nnpleasant  incident  has  occurred,  and  it  has  been  made  the  most 
of.  We  have  had  a  Court  of  Inquiry,  and  the  subject  thereof  has 
been  nothing  less  than  "  atrocities."  In  a  letter  from  the  cor- 
respondent of  the  Ctvif  and.  Milittwy  Gazette  appeared  a  para- 
graph in  which  "  a  noble  oorps  "  was  said  to  have  disgraced  itself 
by  burning  alive  the  wounded  Afghans  left  behind  by  tiieir  frienda 
on  the  Gharasia  Heights.  The  paragraph  implied,  from  the  con- 
text, that  the  72nd  Highlanders  had  been  guilty  of  this  cruelty ; 
but,  OQ  inquiry  being  made,  Dr.  Bourke,  the  correspondent  of  tha 
Lahore  paper,  said  that,  althou^  he  had  jiot  named  the  regiment, 
it  was  the  men  of  the  6th  Ohoorkas  wha  had  burned  the  Afghan 
wounded.  This  was  the  first  General  Roberts  had  heard  of  any 
audi  occurrence,  as  Dr.  Bourke  had  made  no  report  on  the  sub- 
ject, although  he  had  drawn  a  highly-ooloured  picture  of  the  scene 
in  his  letters.  The  General  at  once  ordered  a  court  to  assemble 
and  to  take  evidenoe,  not  merely  to  clear  the  good  name  of  the 
72nd,  but  to  investigate  the  charge  against  the  Ghoorkas,  The 
President  of  the  Court  was  Major  Pratt,  of  the  5th  Punjab 
Infantry.  Being  a  closed  court,  it  has  not,  of  course,  transpired 
what  evidence  was  taken  ;  but  I  believe  the  following  are  the  tacta 
of  the  cases  of  cruelty  said  to  have  taken  place.  When  the 
heights  were  cleared  by  the  general  rush  of  General  Baker's  troopB, 
the  Afghans  left  their  dead  on  the  ground  as  well  as  several  men 
wounded  at  close  quarters.  A  Ghoorka  was  seen  stooping  near 
one  of  the  latter ;  and  when  Dr.  Bourke,  with  the  ambulance. 


D,g,t7„lb,.GOOgIC 


^»  JU-founded  Charge.  147 

came  up,  it  waB  fonnd  that  the  Afghan,  who  had  been  shot 
throngh  the  breast  and  ahnoBt  disembowelled  by  a  bayonet  thrnst 
or  slash  from  a  kookrU,  had  had  his  clothes  set  on  fire.  A  box  of 
matches  was  lying  near  the  body.  The  man  was  in  extremu,  and 
was  said  to  be  insensible ;  and  by  Dr.  Darke's  orders  a  European 
soldier  shot  him  throogh  the  head.  Another  Afghan  lying  near 
had  also  his  white  clothing  smonldering,  and  he  was  shot  in  a 
nmilar  way.  This  seems  to  be  the  plain  tmth  abont  the  a&ir, 
which  has  been  exa^^rated  into  the  wholesale  burning  alive  of 
wonnded  men.  The  Ohoorkss  know  the  saperetitions  dread 
among  Mnssalmans  of  any  part  of  their  body  being  destroyed 
after  death ;  and,  on  the  fooe  of  it,  there  is  the  probability  of  a 
lighted  match  haying  been  appUed  to  the  clothes  of  men  seemingly 
dead,  in  order  to  send  their  sonls  to  perdition.  '  The  passions  of 
the  Ghoorkas  have  also  been  highly  inflamed  by  a  story  which 
reached  Ali  Eheyl  from  Cabnl,  that  a  Ohoorka,  with  the  Guides' 
escort,  was  led  throogh  the  city  streets  with  his  foce  blackened, 
was  horribly  tortnied.and  afterwards  burned  alive.  They  believed 
forently  in  this  story,  and,  as  I  have  said,  they  may  have  thought 
to  kill  the  Afghans  in  the  next  world  as  well  as  this.  '  No  one  in 
the  force  wonld  seek  to  be  an  apologist  for  snoh  cmel  acts  as 
banuDg  (dive,  deliberately  and  systematically,  the  wounded  men  of 
an  enemy  even  so  cmel  as  are  the  Afghans ;  bnt  the  reflections  cast 
npon  the  72nd  Highlanders  and  upon  General  Roberts  himself,  as 
letting  SQch  acts  go  nnpaniBhed,  are  as  nnjnst  as  they  are  absurd. 
The  General  knew  nothing  whatever  of  the  incident  until  his 
attention  was  called  to  it  in  the  newspapers,  and  his  action  then 
was  prompt  enough.  I  understand  that  he  has  now  called  upon  Dr. 
Boorke  to  give  his  reasons  for  not  reporting  the  matter  officially. 

16tk  November, 
Yesterday  Sir  Frederick  Roberts  and  Brigadier-General  Baker 
rode  over  to  Bntkhak,  where  Brigadier-General  Macpherson  is 
cmcamped  after  his  late  excursion  in  the  Tagao  country.  There 
have  been  so  many  movemente  of  troops  in  the  Cabnl  plain  lately, 
that  the  only  escort  the  General  thought  it  necessary  to  take  with 
him  was  nx  sowars  of  the  6tb  Pnnjah  Cavab-y.  Since  the  first 
brigade  inarched  to  Butkhak  on  the  1st  instant,  the  villagers  in  the 
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plain  and  id  the  lower  Logar  Valley,  which  nms  down  &om  the 
Sang-i-Mawishta  defile,  have  seen  small  parties  of  cavalry  con- 
stantly on  the  move  backwards  and  forwards,  and  within  the  last 
few  days  have  watched  the  28rd  Pioneers  encamped  on  the  banks 
of  the  XjOgar  and  the  long  convoy  of  aick  and  wounded  march  along 
on  the  way  to  India.  There  have  been  so  many  evidences  of  onr 
presence,  that  any  nnmly  tribesmen  or  disbanded  sepoys  have  wisely 
kept  very  qniet.  The  road  may  be  considered  saf^,  even  for  a 
Bohtary  traveller ;  the  telegraph  wire  has  hitherto  been  scrapnlopsly 
respected ;  and  onr  foraging  parties  have  never  been  molested. 

We  were,  of  course,  anzions  to  learn  some  particulars  of  the 
late  skirmish,  in  which  a  company  of  the  67th  had  come  to  dose 
qoarters  with  the  Safis ;  and,  leaving  the  invalid  camp,  we  passed 
ap  to  the  head-qnarters  of  the  Ist  Brigade  near  the  village  walls. 
Sir  Frederick  Roberts  heard  the  details  of  the  affair  from  General 
Hacpherson  as  well  as  an  account  of  the  work  done  by  the  Brigade 
in  opening  ap  communication  with  the  Khyber  Force.  I  may 
here  incidentally  state  that  Sir  F.  Roberts  has  now  received  the 
local  rank  of  Lientenant-Oeneral,  and  commands  all  the  troops  in 
Eastern  Afghanistan,  Jomrood  being  the  point  in  the  Feshawar 
direction  to  which  his  power  of  control  extends.  Some  severe 
strictures  have  been  passed  upon  those  who  have  hitherto  had 
the  supreme  control  of  the  force  operating  &om  Peshawnr,  and 
the  answer  given  to  these  is  that  General  Bright's  advanced 
Brigade  was  a  "flying  column."  If  that  were  so,  how  was  it  that 
it  took  twenty-four  days  to  "  fiy  "  from  Jellalabad  to  £ata  Song,  a 
distance  of  about  sixty  miles  ?  Sorely  its  wings  must  have  been 
clipped  by  Transport  or  Commissariat  scissors,  in  which  case  it 
would  cease  to  be  a  flying  column  at  all,  and  would  drop  down  to 
the  lower  level  of  a  sedate  brigade  moving  two  and  a  half  miles  a 
day,  sleeping  comfortably  in  tents,  and  living  on  the  fat  of  the 
land.  Bnt  in  that  case,  there  should  have  been  supplies  sufficient 
to  have  justified  the  stay  of  the  troops  at  Kata  Snug,  and  so  to 
have  secured  the  road.  General  Maopheraon  had  of  coarse  no 
supplies  with  hit  force,  as  everything  is  being  gathered  into 
Sherpor  for  the  winter ;  and  he  coold  not  stay  at  Eata  Sung,  bnt 
bad  to  try  and  find  food  north  of  the  Cabul  river.  Here  accord- 
ingly  came  in  the  story  of  the  reconnaissance  northward  into 
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Tagao  and  of  the  collision  with  tiie  Safis.  The  bed  of  the  Cabn! 
riTer  lies  about  ten  miles  north  of  Eata  Sung,  Sei  Baba,  and  the 
Lnttabnnd  Kotal,  its  direetion  being  due  east  and  west.  From 
the  vast  pile  of  monntaine  which  shot  out  the  Cabal  plain 
from  Gnndamak  high  spnrs  mn  down  towards  the  river,  and 
among  these  theTezin  stream,  with  two  or  three  small  tribntaries, 
fisds  its  wa;.  When  General  Macpbeisoa  found  that  the  force  ho 
bad  come  to  meet  at  Eata  Sung  had  withdrawn,  he  tamed  oS  to 
the  north,  and  proceeding  down  the  bed  of  the  Tezin  stream  for 
six  or  seven  miles,  reached  the  banks  of  the  Cabal.  He  encamped 
at  Sirobi,  and  on  the  8th,  resolved  to  crass  the  rirer  to  the  village 
of  Naghloo,  on  the  opposite  bank,  two  miles  higher  ap.  The  natives 
had  reported  that  a  good  road  was  in  eziatence  on  the  northern  side 
of  the  Cabnl  from  that  point,  and  that  it  had  been  regularly  used  as 
the  military  convoy  roote  between  Cabnl  and  Jellalabsd.  General 
Macpherson  found,  without  mnch  diffionlty,  a  ford  over  the  Cabnl, 
whi<^  is  here  a  stream  witha  strong  current  travelKngvery  rapidly  on 
account  of  the  descent  of  4,000  feet,  which  the  river  makes  from  Cabnl 
to  Jell&labad.  LUce  all  fords,  however,  in  the  Cabal  river,  this 
erosaing' place  was  found  to  have  its  dangers,  the  least  divergence 
from  the  narrow  roadway — ^if  the  word  can  be  used  where  there 
is  no  dry  land — plunging  men  and  horses  into  deep  water.  The 
btal  experience  of  the  10th  Hussars  at  Jellalabad  last  spring  was 
remembered,  and  ropes  were  stretched  across  the  stream  by  which 
the  men  were  goided.  This  marked  the  road  to  be  taken  and 
minimized  the  danger.  On  the  evening  of  the  8th  half  the  force  had 
crossed  to  Naghloo  without  any  accident,  except  that  Lieutenants 
Forbes  and  Maogregor,  of  the  92nd  Highlanders,  acting  as  orderly 
officers  to  the  General,  were  swept  away  by  the  current.  By  a  little 
hard  swimming  they  managed  to  reach  the  bank  again.  The  troops 
bivonacked  without  tents.  On  the  following  day  a  reconnaissance 
was  made  from  Naghloo  eastwards,  towards  the  Lughman  country. 
Lieutenant  Manners  Smith,  Assistant  Quartermaster-General, 
going  OQt  with  a  few  cavalry  to  examine  the  district.  The  orders 
given  to  the  troops  were  not  to  fire  upon  any  of  the  local  tribesmen, 
nnleas  the  latter  first  opened  fire ;  and  this  order  was  rigorously  car- 
ried  out.  Working  down  on  the  left  hank  of  the  Cabnl,  a  kotal  was 
gained  eight  or  ten  miles  from  Camp,  from  which  a  splendid  view  of 
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the  Lnghmao  VaJley  was  obtaiQed.  There  was  a  track  right 
throngh  this,  and  this  vas  andoobtedly  the  road  used  b;  the  late 
Shere  Ali  for  his  military  conToye.  It  seemed  to  traverse  an  ahnoet 
level  coontry ;  and  except  that  to  ase  it  vonld  inTohe  two  bridges 
—one  near  Naghloo  and  the  other  at  JeUalabad, — there  can  be  no 
question  that  it  wonld  be  far  easier  than  via  Jngdnllnok,  Chinds- 
mak,  and  Fattehabad.  The  conntry,  however,  north  of  the  Gabnl 
is  known  to  be  inhabited  by  Safis — converted  Kafirs,  whose 
CanatioiBm  exceeds  that  of  almost  any  other  Mahomedans. 
Tagao,  in  which  they  live,  boasts  of  several  fertile  TOlleys, 
watered  by  the  Panjshir,  Tagao,  and  Uzbin  rivers,  and  might 
famish  supplies  if  the  people  ooold  be  redooed  to  obedience. 
Their  chief  is  one  Usman  Khan,*  a  noted  robber ;  and  of  tiie  temper 
of  his  followers  we  have  already  had  an  example.  When  the 
reconnoitring  party  were  looking  into  the  Lnghman  Valley,  some 
seventy  Safis,  all  armed  with  jhezailt  and  swords,  appeared  a  few 
hnndred  yards  off,  and  threatened  to  attack  the  troops  if  they 
proceeded  farther  into  their  conntry.  As  they  did  not  open  fire, 
no  notice  was  taken  of  their  threats,  and  Lieutenant  Smith 
returned  to  Naghloo  in  peace.  On  the  next  day,  the  10th,  a 
foraging  party  of  one  company  of  the  67th  Foot,  onder  Captain 
Poole,  was  ordered  to  maroh  up  the  Cabal  river  to  a  village  some 
six  or  seven  miles  to  the  west  of  Naghloo.  This  village  is  in 
dose  proximity  to  Doaba,  at  the  jonotion  of  the  Panj^iir  and 
Cabal  rivers.  The  villagers  near  Uie  Cabnl  are  not  Safis  ;  aad  as 
they  bad  expressed  their  willingness  to  sell  grain  and  forage,  only 
a  small  party  of  men  were  sent  out  in  cha^e  of  about  100  camels 
and  mules.  The  road  taken  was  foond  to  be  rather  difficnlt,  a 
narrow  defile  close  to  the  river  having  to  be  passed  throngh,  four 
miles  from  Naghloo.  After  passing  throagb  this,  the  narrow 
eamel-track  passed  over  a  small  semicircular  piece  of  open 
ground,  the  hills  faUing  away  to  the  north.  At  the  western  end 
was  a  second  defile,  with  a  high  ridge  numing  ap  to  the  right  and 
shutting  out  &om  view  the  village  beyond.  When  Captain  Poole 
was  crossing  the  open  with  thirty  men,  some  distance  in  front  of 
the  baggage  animals,  he  met  a  number  of  villagers  hastening 
along  with  their  household  goods  and  cattle.  They  were  evidently 
•  Afttnntidi  killed  on  the  AMuiHrighti  on  I>M«intMrU(b. 
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panic-stricken  tmd  Bhonted  wildly  to  Captain  Poole,  bat  as  he  did 
not  Dndentand  their  langoage  he  pushed  on  to  the  second  defile. 
It  appears  that  what  they  really  said  was  that  the  Safia  were  in 
force  over  the  defile,  bad  attacked  their  village,  bnmed  their 
houses,  and  murdered  some  of  the  inhabitants.  Upon  getting 
throogh  the  eecond  defile,  Captain  Poole  saw  on  the  slope 
below  some  800  or  1,000  armed  men,  who  immediately  opened 
fire.  The  thirty  men  of  the  67th  retnmed  the  fire  and  checked 
the  enemy,  who  had  tried  to  rash  forward.  It  was  important  to 
keep  them  back  ontil  the  baggage  animalB  with  their  small  guard 
of  twenty'fonr  men  coold  retrace  their  steps  throogh  the  first 
defile.  After  firing  for  some  time,  onr  men  observed  300  or  400 
Safis  creeping  roond  over  the  hill  to  the  north,  with  the  evident 
intention  of  getting  into  the  open  plain  and  cntting  off  all  retreat. 
The  position  of  the  hand^l  of  men  then  became  so  hazardous, 
that  Captain  Poole  ordered  them  to  fall  back,  and  for  an  boat  and 
a  half  he  faced  towards  the  Safis,  who  advanced  to  within  40 
yards.  It  was  in  the  open  that  oar  men  began  to  drop,  althoagh 
one  had  been  shot  dead  in  the  defile.  Cover  vras  taken  nnder  the 
river  bank,  which  was  three  or  fonr  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
stream ;  and  tbongh  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  the  sonthem 
bank,  they  could  not  do  mnch  mischief.  The  steadiness  of  the 
soldiers,  who  nsed  their  Martinis  with  good  effect,  was  remarkable 
throttghont,  one  or  two  incidents  being  worth  recording.  The 
crack  shot  of  the  regiment.  Corporal  Woolley,  was  vrith  the  com- 
pany, and  his  practice  was  wonderfblly  good.  He  was  anfor- 
tonately  shot  through  the  leg,  but  still  oontinned  firing.  One  of 
his  comrades,  on  being  shot  down,  fell  into  the  river,  and 
straggled  hard  to  gain  the  bank.  Two  Safls  ran  down  to  cot  him 
op  ;  and  these  men  Corporal  Woolley  shot  before  they  conld  make 
their  way  to  the  woonded  man.  The  latter  was  so  exhausted  by 
his  efibrts  that  he  fell  back,  and  was  drowned  in  the  stream. 
Corpotal  Woolley  also  bronght  down  two  standard-bearers.  The 
fighting  was  so  close  that  Captain  Poole  coold  not  carry  off  his 
dead  (two  others  were  killed  in  the  open  besides  the  men 
in  the  defile) ;  and  the  Safis  mutilated  them  in  a  horrible 
way.  Their  eyes  were  gouged  out,  and  faces  cut  to  pieces  by 
sharp  knives,  so  that  the  bodies    could    scarcely  be   identified. 
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While  fighting  across  the  open.  Captain  Poole  was  strnck  by  » 
bnllet  ID  the  calf  of  the  leg,  and  four  other  soldiers  were  voanded. 
One,  who  was  too  badly  hit  to  be  able  to  walk,  was  pat  apon  s 
camel,  and  carried  safely  away.  Lieutenant  Carnegy  kept  the  men 
together  after  his  Captain  had  been  bit ;  and  sltbongh  eight  men 
and  an  officer  oat  of  fifty-six  had  been  either  killed  or  wonnded, 
the  others  never  wavered.  A  sowar  had  galloped  back  to  Xaghloo 
for  assistance,  and  General  Macpherson  sent  out  at  once  a 
squadron  of  the  12th  Bengal  Cavalry  and  foar  mountain  gans ; 
150  of  the  67th,  and  a  company  of  the  28th  Fanjab  Native 
Infantry  following.  The  cavalry  arrived  at  the  trot,  bat  the  defile 
was  BO  blocked  by  the  baggage  animals,  that  to  get  throa^  was 
impossible.  The  sowars  dismoonted  and  went  np  the  hiU  to  nae 
their  oarbineB,  and  the  gnns,  also  arriving,  went  np  the  crest  under 
escort  of  the  28th  and  one  company  of  the  67th,  under  Major 
Baker,  and  opened  fire  at  1,000  yards  into  the  mass  of  the  Safis 
below.  The  shells  had  a  wholesome  effect  apon  the  enemy,  and 
volleys  from  the  Martinis  and  Sniders  were  also  fired  at  long 
ranges.  One  man  of  the  28tb  was  killed  by  a  stray  bullet.  The 
other  company  of  .the  67th,  under  Lieutenant  Atkinson,  went 
along  the  nver  bed,  and  the  enemy  then  retreated  behind  a  aunganr 
on  the  ridge  to  the  north  of  the  second  defile,  and  covering  their 
i^it  flank.  The  mountain  gnns  came  into  action  again  at  1,700 
yards,  having  been  brought  down  into  the  plain,  and  M^or  Baker 
marched  over  the  hills  to  take  the  tungar  in  flank.  Lieutenant 
Atkinson  advancing  at  the  same  time,  the  Safis  fled  towards  the 
Doaba,  the  cavalty  pursuing  them  for  six  miles.  Their  lose  must 
have  been  heavy,  as  they  left  many  of  their  dead  behind ;  seven 
bodies  were  found  in  one  nullah.  The  mutilated  bodies  of  three 
men  of  the  67th  were  recovered :  tbe  fourth  had  been  swept  down 
the  river.  The  whole  afiair  proves  how  great  a  risk  small  for^ng 
parties  ran  in  an  unexplored  country,  where  the  temper  of  the 
inhabitants  is  nncertain.  It  is  trne  no  resistance  was  expected ;  bat 
the  fanaticism  of  the  Safis  is  so  well  known,  that  extra  precautions 
should  have  been  taken.  Tbe  difficult  ground  to  be  traversed  also 
put  a  small  body  of  infantry,  encumbered  with  baggage  animals,  at 
a  great  disadvantage.  That  one>sixth  of  Captain  Poole's  company 
was  put  oat  of  action  is  too  significant  to  be  lightly  regarded. 
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CHAPTER  Xm. 

Dm  Eaport  of  tin  Oommuiioii  of  Itupiii;  npon  Ae  Mihwiiiii — The  Sntpidon  igahiat 
tlw  Amir  Takob  Rluui — Tbo  Report  forvaided  (o  the  OoTgnuDsnt  of  Indu— 
h«I»b)«  DepoiUtion  o(  tlM  Amir  to  Indu — G«tliariiig>  of  TribenDcn  >t  Oluraii — 
The  MMsMitT  (&  ooUeoting  Sopplisa  tor  the  Winter — The  Ehjber  line  of  Commn- 
luoatiMii — No  Bnppliee  obtainable  from  Fwhatmr— Slownew  of  the  Khjber  Adraiiai 
— ftojeeted  Expedition  to  Qhaiai — The  BeBaon  ol  ila  falling  through  —  The 
Stnngth  of  the  Arm;  of  He  Indna — Qenenl  Baker'i  Eicninan  to  the  M«M«>i 
TaUej— The  Chardeh  Tallej  in  Winter— Sir  F.  Boberta  jdne  Qenenl  Baker~The 
I>ettra«tIon  of  Bahadur  Khan'a  ViUagea  in  the  Dana  NuU. 

Bhebpob,  18*A  Navtrmher, 
One  part  of  the  important  work  which  the  British  force  came  to 
Cabal  to  fulfil  has  beea  done :  the  CommisBion  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  circumHtancea  of  the  massacre  of  our  Envoy  and 
the  after-events,  culminating  in  the  battle  of  Charasia,  has 
completed  its  task,  and  to-day  the  report  was  ^uly  signed  by 
Colonel  Macgregor,  Dr.  Bellew,  and  Mahomed  Hyat  Khan.  For 
the  past  two  days  Sir  F.  Boberta  has  had  the  report  before  him, 
and  has  telegraphed  a  summary  of  it  to  the  Government  of  India, 
who  will  thns  be  pot  in  possesaioQ  of  its  main  features  several 
days  before  the  text  of  the  document  can  reach  them.  In  dae 
course  the  Government  will,  no  doubt,  fomish  a  connected 
narratiTo  of  the  events  of  the  early  part  of  September,  and  the 
world  at  la^e  vrill  then  be  able  to  judge  on  what  basis  of  proof 
our  anspicioDB  against  Yakub  Khan  and  his  most  favoured 
ministers  have  rested.*  The  Commission  began  examining 
witnesses  on  the  18th  of  October ;  ao  that  it  is  exactly  a  month 
to-day  since  the  first  step  was  taken  towards  compiling  the  mass 
of  evidence  now  understood  to  have  been  recorded.  I  have 
before  pointed  out  very  Mly  how  difficult  was  the  work  which  lay 
before  the  Commissioners :  there  was  scarcely  any  clue  to  be  laid 
hold  of  which  woold  lead  them  direct  to  their  chief  point — the 
eanse  of  the  outbreak  of  the  Herat  regiments ;  and  they  had  to 
*  0Mlni7  lo  expMlatioB,  no  looh  nana^Te  haa  em:  been  pabllahed. 
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take  Bnch  vitneaaefl  kb  were  forthcoming,  and  to  trnst  to  later 
evidencfl  to  dear  away  the  darkness  in  which  they  were  at  first 
groping.  The  cooBideration  shown  to  the  Amir  seemed,  to  the 
snspicioaB  minds  of  the  Cabolia,  a  dgn  which  forehoded  his 
fatnte  restoratioti,  or  that  of  his  near  relativea ;  and  those  who 
were  well  inclined  to  ns  shrank  from  declaring  their  partisanship 
too  boldly,  for  fear  of  after-conseqnences,  when  the  Barakzai 
Jamily  should  again  be  all-powerfiil  in  the  country.  There  was  a 
slight  dissipation  of  this  feeling  when  the  Proolamation  of 
October  28tb  was  issued,  announcing  Yaknb  Khan's  Tolnntary 
'  abdication,  and  ordering  all  chiefe  in  Afghanistan  to  look  to  the 
Commander  of  the  British  force  at  Cabal  for  their  authority  in 
fhtore ;  but  we  are  known  to  be  so  eccentric  a  people  that  there 
still  larked  nneasiness  in  many  minds,  and  mouths  were  sealed 
that  might  reasonably  hare  been  expected  to  be  open.  The 
actual  presence  of  the  late  sovereign  in  our  Camp — even  though 
he  was  known  to  be  nnder  a  dose  guard — was  too  powerfol  an 
influence  to  be  easily  swept  away :  if  he  had  been  hurried  away 
to  India  in  disgrace,  the  atmosphere  of  doubt  and  uncertainty 
wonld  have  cleared  up.  But  our  ideas  of  justice  are  too  strict  to 
be  warped  by  passioQBte  anger,  and  it  was  resolved  to  give  Yaknb 
Khan  as  fair  a  chance  of  defending  himself  aa  he  could  possibly 
expect.  That  he  lost  his  personal  liberty  by  liBtening  to  foolish 
councillors,  who  thought  be  might  gain  something  by  flight,  was 
nothing  to  us.  One  cannot  always  guard  a  man  against  his  own 
stnpidity.  Having,  then,  to  keep  Yakob  Khan  with  us,  we  bad  to 
do  as  best  we  could  in  gaining  means  of  judging  what  were  bis 
relations  with  the  men  who  stood  forth  as  leaders  of  the  rebel 
army,  and  how  far  he  had  sympathized  with  their  plans.  In 
endeavouring  to  trace  out  the  palace  intrigues  which  IN^ek  Mahomed, 
Kushdil  Khan,  and  others  had  set  00  foot,  the  Commission 
bod  often  to  rely  upon  men  themselves  tainted  ^th  suspicion  ; 
and  when  this  was  the  case  the  statements  had  to  be  carefully 
weighed  and  critically  compared  with  facts  which  were  attested 
beyond  donht.  To  dwell,  as  I  have  dwelt  before,  npon  the  strong 
point  of  on  Afghan,  and  the  strongest  of  a  Barakzai — the 
capacity  for  lying — would  be  merely  to  repeat  an  old  story  :  the 
lies  might  contain  in  them  a  germ  of  truth  shining  oat  as  a  silent 
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protest  against  the  mass  of  falsehood ;  and  man;  of  tiiese  germs 
haT«,  after  careftil  DnraiDg,  borne  soeh  Emit,  that  very  tangible 
reBults  have  been  arrived  at.  In  spite  of  the  religioQB  antipathy 
aJways  manifested  by  MaBBnlmana  against  ChristianB,  inoreased 
a  thonsandfold  when  it  is  thonght  a  MnSBoIman'B  life  is  in 
danger ;  in  the  face  of  a  strong  feeling  gainst  the  restoration  of 
a  Barakzai  Amir  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  the  feudal  reverence 
shown  towards  the  dynasty  on  the  other ;  in  ailent  bat  cautions 
calculation  of  those  opposing  inflaences,  the  CommiBsion  felt  its 
way  forward.  Snch  men  as  professed  friendship  for  ns  were 
in<rited  to  tell  as  all  they  knew,  and  that  aU  seemed  so  little  that 
it  was  disheartening  to  listen  to  it ;  snch  others  as  were  Yaknb 
Khan's  faithfol  fbllowerB  were  asked  to  give  their  veraion  of 
events,  and  their  garbled  stories  were  jnst  as  disappoindng. 
Towards  the  close  of  the  inqniry,  however,  there  was  mora 
tangible  matter  to  foe  nsed  as  a  lever  by  which  to  force  dia- 
olosnres ;  and  I  believe  that  sooh  fair  evidence  as  will  folly  jnstif^ 
Yaknb  Khan's  deportation  to  India  was  obtained.  That  it  will 
justify  more  I  cannot  venture  to  hope,  and  I  mnst  guard  myself 
against  misconception  by  saying  that  officially  no  sign  has  been 
given  as  to  the  conclnsiouB  of  the  Commission.  There  are 
inferences  which  observant  men  cannot  feU  to  draw  ftom  little 
episodes  in  a  camp-life  bo  limited  as  this,  and  the  rigorous 
attention  paid  to  the  safe-keeping  of  Yaknb  Khan  ia  bat  one  in  a 
string  of  collateral  cireamstances  which  have  been  interesting  ns 
since  the  Proclamation  in  the  Bala  Hissar  and  the  arrest  of  the 
Wazir  and  his  fellow>ministers.  We  may  be  all  wrong  in  our 
snrmisee  as  to  what  vriU  oocnr  :  there  is  only  the  charmed  cirole 
of  three,  who  have  had  to  shape  the  conelnsions  now  beforo  the 
Oovemment  of  India,  in  which  specolation  may  be  safe  ;  but  we 
believe  in  our  preeoienoe,  and  are  proportionately  happy.  The 
final  decision  on  so  important  a  step  as  the  punisbment  of  a 
sovereign  supposed  to  have  been  guilty  of  treachery — whether  of 
the  blackest  kind,  or  merely  of  the  nature  arising  &om  puBil- 
lanimity  and  indecision — must  rest  with  the  highest  authorities ; 
and  if  we  were  tempted  to  chafe  at  our  helplessnesB  in  having 
the  knowledge  of  all  that  has  transpired  withheld  &om  us,  we 
ahoold  be  consoled  at  once  by  the  thought  that  it  is  the  voice  of 
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the  GoTenimeDt  alone  wliich  can  prononnce  the  fioal  sontence. 
That  the  CommisBion  will  have  epoken  fireely,  and  not  have  shrank 
from  any  startling  conclnBions  it  may  have  been  driven  to,  I  am 
Ailly  convinfled — thay  are  not  the  men  for  half  meaanreH  who  have 
composed  it — and  in  the  full  expectation  that  their  reoommenda- 
tiona  will  be  carried  ont,  even  if  the  end  ia  more  than  asnally 
bitter,  all  of  as  who  have  sojonmed  before  Cabal  Binoe  we  camped 
on  Sifth  Sang  Ridge,  on  dth  October,  are  content  to  rest  nntil 
evotything  is  made  known. 

The  latest  arriTals  in  Camp  are  Mahomed  Syad,  Oovemor  of 
Ghazni,  and  Faiz  Mahomed,  the  Afghan  General,  whose  name 
became  so  familiar  when  Sir  Neville  Chamberlain's  Mission  was 
tnmed  back  in  the  Ehyber.  Faiz  Mahomed  was  then  in  com- 
mand at  All  Masjid,  and  his  interview  with  Cavagnari  just  below 
the  fortress  is  matter  of  history.  He  does  not  seem  to  have 
shared  in  the  rebellion,  and  his  adherence  to  Yaknb  Khan  was 
never  shaken.  Mahomed  Synd  was  compelled  to  leave  Ghazni,  as 
he  foond  himself  powerless  to  control  the  local  mooUahs,  who 
have  been  preaching  a  jehad  on  their  own  acootint,  and  have 
gathered  together  several  thousand  tribesmen  firom  the  villages  in 
the  district.  There  are  bat  few  trained  sepoys  in  their  ranks,  and, 
^though  they  have  made  the  road  between  Ghazni  and  the  more 
northern  districts  very  unsafe,  their  effortB  are  too  insignificant  to 
be  at  present  serionsly  regarded. 

21  at  November. 
"  Nae,  nae  t  I'll  nae  fa'  ont  till  I've  washed  ma'  hands  in  til' 
C(»pian  I  "  These  were  the  words,  not  of  any  veteran  soldier 
looking  forward  to  crossing  bayonets  with  the  Knssians,  bat  of  a 
placky  little  drummer  boy,  of  the  9Sind  Highlanders,  when  toiling 
painfully  along  the  road  to  Cabul.  The  lad  had  his  heart  in 
the  right  place  at  any  rate ;  and  if  the  strength  of  an  army  is  to 
be  jndged  by  its  marching  powers,  we  have  rare  material  in  oar 
ranks.  It  is  a  long  cry  from  Cabnl  to  the  Caspian ;  but  the 
drummer  boy  may  have  many  years  of  soldiering  before  him ; 
and  if  ever  the  Gordon  Highlandere  form  np  on  the  shores  of 
Russia's  inland  sea,  to  that  boy  should  belong  the  honour  of  lead- 
ing the  van.    Bnb  we  are  only  at  Cabal,  and  it  now  seems  beyond 
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doubt  tbitt  we  eball  Dot  advance  any  farther  this  year.  The  win- 
ter has  come  down  apoD  ae  with  a  snddennesB  that  we  little 
expected  from  the  mildness  of  the  lost  season ;  and  20°  of  &ost 
hare  warned  ns  that  hivoDiuiking  ont  would  be  nearly  impossible 
for  weU-clad  Boldiers,  and  wonld  be  certain  death  to  hundreds  of 
ounp-followers.  The  news  of  the  distnrbanceB  oc  the  Ghazni 
Boad  Boay,  perhaps,  call  forth  the  remark  that,  after  Cabal  had 
been  eaptnred,  and  the  conntry  aroond  cowed  into  order,  a  rapid 
march  to  Qbaeni  should  have  been  ordered.  There  is  mnch  vir- 
tne  in  sndden  and  striking  displays  of  force  in  an  enemy's  country, 
particularly  when  the  enemy  ia  disorganized  by  defeat,  and  is 
debating  as  to  the  possibility  of  waging  guerilla  warfare.  Bat 
there  are  considerations  which  must  override  even  rapidity  of 
aetioD,  and  the  first  of  these  is  the  provision  of  supplies  on  which 
an  army  can  subsist  when  far  removed  from  its  base  of  action. 
Cabal  was  practically  in  our  possession  on  the  9th  of  October, 
thoogb  the  formal  march  into  the  Bala  Hissar  did  not  take  place 
nntil  three  days  later ;  and  our  cavaJry  and  spies  had  shown  as  that 
no  organized  redstasce  was  being  prepared  within  many  miles  of 
the  capital.  The  rebel  regiments  had  melted  away ;  the  city 
people  were  cowering  in  abject  eubmission  ;  and  the  local  tribes 
had  seen  that  their  day  had  not  come  and  were  once  more  in  their 
homesteads,  nursing  their  wrath  and  their  jhezails  until  the 
Kafirs  should  be  ddivered  into  their  hands.  Sir  F.  Roberts  was 
at  this  time  quite  cut  off  from  India,  so  &r  aa  a  connected  line 
of  oommanication  went ;  the  Shutargardan  post  was  the  only  link 
between  Cabal  and  Kurram,  and  that  was  beset  by  an  army  of 
bill-men.  From  that  direction  he  might  hope,  by  relieving  the 
garrison,  to  get  one  convoy  through  ;  but  beyond  that  point  ha 
could  not  go.  The  great  height  of  the  Shatargardan  Pass  pre- 
cluded all  hope  of  keeping  troops  there  daring  the  winter.  He 
bad  come  from  Ali  Eheyl  with  but  a  few  days'  provisions ;  and  it 
was  plain  that,  unless  supplies  came  by  way  of  the  Ehyber, 
the  army  must  rely  upon  the  country  for  food  for  its  18,000  sol- 
diers and  followers.  That  one  might  have  reasonably  expected  a 
long  string  of  ba^age  animals  to  be  moving  westwards  from 
Peshavmr  at  the  end  of  October  did  not  seem  so  preposteroas  as 
men  with  General  Blight's  eolomn  would  now  have  us  believe. 
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To  eay  that  PeshaTor  waa  swept  elean  of  all  transport  animala 
for  Ennam,  ia  begging  the  qnastioD.  The  Enrram  Yalle;  Force 
was  only  balf-eqnipped  when  it  b^ao  the  advasco  apon  Cabcl, 
and  Northern  India  still  held  many  thoosande  of  moles,  donkeys, 
camels,  and  their  kind.  We  hoped  that  some  of  the  energy  onr  own 
Commander  had  shown  would  have  been  displayed  in  the  "  Army 
of  the  Indns,"  and  that  a  few  troops  at  least  wonld  hare  kept 
pace  with  ns,  or,  say,  have  moved  on  a  parallel  line  five  marches 
in  rear.  If  this  had  been  done,  and  a  well-eqnipped  brigade  of 
2,500  men  had  been  poahed  forward  to  Jngdnllnck,  the  massing 
of  12,000  men  in  rear  might  have  been  postponed — for  a  few 
months,  say, — and  some  of  the  transport  (swallowed  ap  by  r^- 
ments  who  will  never  be  wanted  west  of  Pesbawur)  then  Uber- 
ated.  But  to  look  to  the  Ehyber  for  snppliea  was  soon  foand  to 
be  an  expensive  amnsement.  The  troops  would  starve  before  a 
seer  of  aWi  or  grain  passed  Jnmrood.  We  conld  live  from  hand- 
to-moath  for  a  week  or  two ;  bat  there  were  the  foor  months  of 
winter  to  be  thought  of;  and  it  became  merely  a  question  <A 
arithmetic  whether  a  brigade  strong  enongh  to  march  to  Ghazni 
conld  be  spared,  with  all  its  equipment  of  baggage  animals  and 
followers,  and  at  the  same  time  four  months'  supplies  conld  be 
bought  np  and  swept  into  our  Camp  by  those  left  behind  at  Cabal. 
There  seemed  just  a  chance  of  this  being  done,  if  our  broken 
reed  in  the  Jellalabad  Valley  could  be  propped  fairly  straight  foi 
a  few  weeks.  The  work  of  collecting  grain,  forage,  and  all  other 
sappliee,  was  begun  in  earnest ;  and  we  resigned  onrselves  to 
hu^  labour  until  the  troops  from  the  Shutoi^ardan  should  come 
in,  and  onr  communications  vhd,  Jugdulluck  be  well  established. 
Expeditions  to  Kohistan  and  Ghazni  were  looked  npon  as  certaio 
of  accomplishment  in  the  near  future.  We  knew  that  Jellalabad 
had  been  occupied  by  the  adTance  brigade  of  General  Bright's 
force  on  October  12tb,  and  it  was  only  sixty  miles  Irom  that  post 
to  the  point  beyond  Jugdulluck,  where  they  wonld  join  hands  with 
the  Cabul  Army.  The  end  of  October  would  surely  see  them 
within  a  few  marches  of  us.  But  it  had  been  apparent  from  tha 
first  that  the  drag-ropes  were  upon  the  "  Army  of  the  Indus," 
and  that  every  tng  forward  made  by  Brigadier  Cbsrles  Gongh  was 
responded  to  by  a  double  tng  beMnd.     The  end  of  the  month 
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came  ;  tbe  ooavoja  &oin  the  Sbatargardan  were  well  on  their  way, 
tlw  troopa  ander  Brigadier  Hngh  Goagh  had  also  started ;  and 
the  Jagdolluck  roate  eeemed  aboat  to  be  opened.  Oo  Ist  NoTem- 
ber  Broodier  Haqiberson  was  at  Batkhak,  and  four  daye  later  he 
Bhook  hands  with  Oenenl  Bright  at  £ata  Song.  Then  it  was 
dscided  »t  head-qnarters  here  that  a  force  should  Tisit  Ohazni. 
Tbe  mass  of  our  sappliea  were  being  stored  away  in  Sherpnr ; 
Oener&l  Macphereon  ooiild  inarch  bis  brigade  back  after  garrisoning 
Lnttabond  and  Batkhak ;  Gabnl  would  not  be  denaded  of  troops ; 
and  from  Sberpnr  to  Pesbawnr  tbe  road  would  be  guarded  by  an 
oTerwhelming  force.  Bat  the  programme  went  all  wrong :  the 
broken  reed,  after  being  straightened  for  twenty-fonr  hours,  failed 
OS.  The  Khyber  advanced  brigade  had  no  supplies ;  General 
Macpherson  had  to  oross  into  Tagao  to  feed  his  force ;  and  we, 
in  Sherpor,  saw  the  16th  November — ^the  day  fixed  for  onr  depar* 
tore  for  Gbazui — eome  and  go,  and  still  the  army  remained  sta- 
tionary. The  weather,  too — an  element  that  can  never  be  despised 
in  oor  calonlatitHie  in  a  eemi-barren  conntry  like  A%hamstan— 
had  ponished  oor  delay  by  declaring  against  ns.  Snow  and  sleet 
fell  in  and  atonnd  Cabal,  and  no  man  knew  when  the  next  storm 
might  come.  So  the  Ghaeni  e:q>edition  fell  throogh ;  and  if  the 
roffians  who  are  now  trying  to  make  oi^ital  ont  of  our  failure  to 
visit  the  place,  socoeed  in  Uieir  efforts  to  cry  a  jehad,  tbe  blame 
for  any  mischief  that  may  ensue  cannot  be  thrown  upon  tbe  Cabal 
Army,  but  upon  the  short-dgbted  policy  which  could  leave  it  to 
its  own  resources,  while  nominally  moving  a  supporting  force  in 
a  parallel  line,  in  order  to  secure  its  alternative  communications. 
Foreign  military  critics  have  reflected  severely  upon  the  want  of 
skill  ohovm  in  the  plan  of  the  campaign,  and  have  condemned 
the  rashness  of  the  Shntargardan-Cabol  advance,  without  support 
from  the  Khyber.  But  the  supports  were  said  to  be  there,  and 
General  BobMts  could  not  know  that  th^  would  be  steadily  kept 
back,  and  wonld  be  onable  to  take  up  their  share  of  the  alternative 
road  a  month  after  he  had  captured  the  position  they  were  both 
■opposed  to  be  converging  upon.  Supports  wbioh  travel  at  the 
rate  of  two  or  three  miles  a  day  are  worse  than  useless. 

When  it  is  considered  what  the    numerical  strength  of   tbe 
Khyber  aappcnrting  column  is,  one  cannot  understand  the  timidity 
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of  the  advaDce.  Tliere  may  have  been  tribes  in  front,  in  flank, 
and  in  rear ;  bnt  b6  there  were  on  the  Shatargardan  TOate,  and 
tribes  far  more  capable  of  miachief  than  AMdis  and  Shinwaria. 
Yet  the  menace  at  Bndeah  Kheyl,  All  Khey],  the  Shntargardan, 
and  on  either  flank  at  CbaraBia,  did  not  check  the  forward  move- 
ment  of  an  army  half  the  strength  of  that  snppoaed  to  have  been 
pat  in  motion  from  Peshawar  fdmtiltaneoaalj  with  the  adTance  &om 
the  Enrram  side.  Looking  at  General  Bright's  force  at  the  end 
of  October,  we  find  that,  inelnsive  of  troops  at  Nowshera  and 
Pefdiawnr,  he  had  nnder  his  orders  orer  16,000  men,  viz.,  British 
troops :  148  officers  and  4,287  men  ;  Native  troops :  147  British 
officers  and  11,796  men.  These  included  five  batteries  of  artillery 
and  one  monntain  battery,  and  six  cavalry  regiments,  three 
British  and  three  Native.  Ont  of  the  total,  two  batteries  were  in 
Peshawnr ;  and  there  mnst  also  be  snbtr&cted  the  following 
r^;imeut8,  which  had  not  crossed  the  old  frontier : — 11th  Bengal 
Lancers  (856),  part  of  the  17th  Bengal  Cavalry  (S88),  l-17Ui 
Foot  (448),  l-26th  (716),  part  of  6l8t  (209),  Ist  Native  Lifantry 
(774),  22nd  Native  Infentry  (688),  and  89th  Native  Infantry 
(609).  Deducting  all  these,  there  was  left  a  force  of  11,800  men 
actually  moving  on,  or  garrisoning  the  Peshawnr-Chmdamak  line ; 
sapports  eqnal,  it  might  have  been  supposed,  to  any  work  required 
of  them.  That  there  were  conflictii^  ideas  as  to  the  object  with 
which  snch  a  body  of  troops  had  been  sent  from  India,  must 
have  been  apparent  even  to  a  snperficial  observer ;  bnt  npon  whom 
the  responsibiUty  of  playing  with  such  an  army  rests,  no  one  here 
pretends  to  say.  The  local  rank  of  Lieatenant-General  which  has 
at  last  been  given  to  Sir  F.  Boberts,  brings  these  11,800  men 
nnder  his  command,  and  their  fatnre  movements  are  hkely  to  be 
directed  in  sympathy  with  the  advanced  army  at  Cabal.  For  the 
next  few  months  they  will  probably  be  required  to  do  little  more 
than  keep  the  road ;  bat  daring  the  winter  their  transport  equip- 
ment and  commissariat  arrangements — defects  in  which  are  said 
to  have  been  the  chief  cause  of  their  tardy  movements — will  have 
to  be  so  far  put  on  a  footing  of  efficiency  that,  if  the  neceeuty 
arises  in  the  spring  for  the  Cabal  Army  continuing  its  march  west- 
wards, they  will  be  able  to  keep  pace  with  its  movements.  There 
are  good  men  and  tried  soldiers  enough  in  the  Ehyber  Force  to 
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do  all  that  is  reqaired,  if  they  are  allowed  Boope  for  their  ene^es, 
and  are  not  trammelled  and  crippled  at  every  step  by  ^ose 
inflnences  in  the  backgronnd,  whioh  I  have  already  described  aa 
being  "  drag-ropeB "  apon  their  freedom  of  action.  General 
BobertB  has  now  in  hiu  command — that  of  Eastern  Afg^banistau 
— two  divisions  of  8,000,  and  11,800  men,  respectiTely :  in  all, 
nearly  20,000  troops,  whose  movements  he  controls  from  his  head- 
qnarters  at  Sherpnr.  Matters  of  detaU  on  the  Ehyber  side  are 
left,  as  before,  to  local  commanders.  I  have  dwelt  at  length 
npon  the  shortcominge  of  the  Feshawnr  column,  not  ho  mnch 
becsnse  very  serions  resnlts  have  followed  its  laggard  advance,  bat 
as  showing  how  helpless  the  small  force  here  would  have  been  if, 
in  case  of  a  check,  it  had  looked  for  support  to  "  the  Army  of  the 
Indns." 

Oeneral  Mocpherson'B  brigade  returned  to  Sherpur  cantonments 
yesterday,  having  left  at  Lnttabnnd  800  of  the  23rd  PioneerB  and 
half  the  28th  Punjab  Native  Lifantry.  Before  the  brigade 
marched  in,  a  strong  body  of  troops  had  been  warned  for 
service,  their  destination  being  the  district  of  M&idan,  twenty- 
five  miles  distant  on  the  G-hazni  Road,  where  large  supplies, 
of  grain  and  hhooia  are  said  to  have  been  collected  for  ns  by 
ths  sirdars  employed  to  purchase  it  on  our  account.  Over 
100,000  maunds  of  bkooea  are  still  wanted  to  complete  our 
winter  supply ;  and  as  the  villagers  have  not  sufficient  carriage  to 
bring  in  their  snppliee  so  long  a  distance,  we  most  needs  go  out 
ooTBelves.  Every  available  baggage  animal  will  be  employed  for 
the  next  week  or  ten  days  in  carrying  in  this  forage ;  and  as  there 
are  rumours  innumerable  of  gatherings  on  the  Ghazni  Boad 
further  south,  it  has  been  determined  to  run  no  risk  with  re- 
ference to  our  valuable  mules  and  yaboot.  A  string  of  between 
3,000  and  8,000  animals  needs  to  be  well  protected,  and  the 
brigade  which  marched  out  this  morning  under  General  Baker 
was  therefore  very  strong.  It  was  made  up  as  follows  : — 600  of 
the  92nd  Highlanders ;  400  of  the  8rd  Sikhs ;  400  of  the  6Ui 
Punjab  In&utry ;  two  guns,  G-8,  Boyal  Artillery ;  four  guns 
Kobat  Mountain  Battery ;  one  sqaadron  9th  Lancers,  two 
sqaadrons  Sth  Punjab  Cavalry,  and  two  sqaadrons  of  the  14th 
Bengal  Lancers.     The  di^lay  of  so  lai^  a  force  half-way  to 
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Ghazni  is  sore  to  lisre  an  excellent  effect  apon  the  Borronnding 
ooontiy.  Bir  F.  Boberts  rides  oat  to-morrow  to  join  General 
Baker  at  Maidan. 

A  DiTisional  order  was  isaned  to-ni^t,  directing  the  public 
reading  of  an  order  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  dismissing 
Snbadar  Mahomed  Karim  Khan,  let  Pnnjab  Infantry,  from  the 
serrioe  for  baring  &iled  in  his  dnty  to  the  Qneen-Empress  on  the 
occasion  of  the  attack  npon  the  Residency.  This  man  is  a 
Logari,  and  was  on  farloogh  at  Cabnl  in  September.  On  the 
morning  of  the  outbreak  he  was  in  the  Besidency,  and  after  the 
loll  following  the  first  ooUision  t>f  the  Herat  troops  with  the 
Guides — while  the  Afghans  went  for  their  arms — he  was  sent 
with  a  message  to  the  Amir  by  Sir  Lonis  Oavagnari.  This  he 
does  not  seem  to  have  deUvered  with  the  spirit  that  might  have 
been  expected  from  a  soldier  in  onr  service ;  and  afterwards,  when 
Gholam  Nnbbi,  GsTagnari's  ckuprasst,  foand  money  and  horses 
for  him  to  carry  the  news  of  the  disaster  to  the  British  Gamp  at 
Ali  Kheyl,  he  behaved  in  a  dastardly  way.  He  changed  clothes 
with  Gholam  Nubbi  and  started  ont,  but  only  went  as  far  as  Beni 
Hissar.  There  he  stayed  for  two  days,  and  then  retoroed  to 
Cabnl,  where  he  hid  himself  for  five  days  in  the  Eizilbadi 
quarter.  Afterwards  he  quietly  made  his  way  to  his  own  village ; 
and,  npon  our  troops  appearing  at  Kashi,  came  into  camp  and 
told  some  wonderful  stories  of  what  he  bad  done.  These  were 
afterwards  proved  to  be  &lse,  and  the  Military  Commission  when 
trying  prisoners  found  that  his  conduct  had  been  really  that  of  a 
poltroon.  They  recommended  his  dismissal  firom  the  service,  and 
be  has  now  been  summarily  disobarged,  all  arrears  of  pay  beiof^ 
forfeited.  This  is  another  striking  instance  of  the  shifty  and 
antmstworthy  nature  of  our  Pathan  soldiers,  for  Karim  Ehan 
was  an  old  natdve  officer. 


Camp  Maidam,  Ghazni  Bou>,  24th  November. 
The  Lientonant-General  Commanding  is  now  ont  on  a  visit  to 
the  force  nnder  Brigadier-General  Baker,  which  is  collecting  sap- 
plies  of  for^e  from  the  villages  along  the  Gbazni  Bead.     Leaving 
Brigadier-General  Maopherson  in  command  at   Sherpor,  Sir  F. 
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Bobertfl,  tccomp&nied  by  hie  pergonal  Staff  and  Colonel  MaoQregor, 
Ghi«f  of  the  Staff,  with  a  Bmall  escort  of  ten  men  of  the  14th 
Bengal  Lanoen,  rode  thiongh  the  Gabnl  gorge  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  22nd,  and  following  the  road  which  traTeraeB  the  Chardeh 
Talley,  made  for  the  village  of  Argandeh,  about  sixteen  miles 
aws;.  The  Chardeh  Yalley,  which  we  passed  throagh,  gave 
eridenoe  on  all  sides  of  that  fertility  which  has  earned  for  it  the 
name  of  the  "  Garden  of  Cabul ;"  bat  it  is  so  late  in  the  yearthat 
odI;  antomn  tints  mark  the  fields  on  either  aide.  Here  and  there 
the  yoong  wheat  is  shooting  op,  bat  the  email  green  blades  are 
BOBTCely  strong  enough  to  do  more  than  cheqner  the  general  area 
of  brownneas.  The  long  lines  of  willows  and  poplars  which  line 
the  hundreds  of  watercourses  threading  the  valley,  are  mere 
skeletons  of  trees ;  their  leaves  nistling  down  in  eddying  circles  as 
the  cold  wind  sweeps  blnsteringly  from  the  snowy  tops  of  the  Pagh- 
man  Hills.  The  valley  is  shnt  in  on  all  sides  by  high  mountain 
ranges,  the  hills  which  gnard  Cabal  from  approach  on  the  west 
seeming  to  rise  perpendicularly  from  the  plain.  The  range  above 
Indikee  village  is  overtopped  by  the  sheer  tdilfo  whioh  dominate 
Uie  plain  between  Zahidabad  and  Charasia,  and  these  are  already 
eorered  with  snow,  which  gleams  oat  in  startling  whiteness  above 
the  bsmm  rooks  in  the  for^roand.  Far  away  to  the  north  lies  the 
Hindn  Knsh,  with  its  long  nndalating  sky-line  similarly  snow- 
laden,  the  lower  intermediate  hills  of  Kohistan  being  still  mere 
brown  masses  jostling  each  other  in  grand  confaeion.  Looking 
towards  Bamian  the  view  is  bonndad  scarcely  ten  miles  away  by 
the  Pnghman  spar,  whioh  boasts  of  several  lofty  peeks  rising  in 
snllen  grandeur  from  the  hiUs  about  Argandeh.  For  folly  twelve 
miles,  or  aboat  as  &t  as  Kila  Eazi,  the  road  is  an  extremely  good 
one ;  stones,  the  carse  of  Afghanistan,  being  few  and  far  between. 
After  this  tiie  dry  bed  of  a  snow-fsd  stream  has  fr^qaently  to  be 
eroBsed  or  followed,  and  bonlders  are  not  uncommon.  Gans,  how- 
ever, conld  be  got  along  without  mach  trouble,  and  if  necessary 
a  new  track  on  a  higher  level,  across  the  cultivated  land,  could  be 
btid  out.  The  road  ascends  gradually  the  whole  way,  and  when 
near  Argandeh  a  fcotol  is  gained,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  aeross 
and  two  or  three  milea  long.  It  is  now  a  bare  plain  without  tree 
or  ahmb,  bat  for  the  most  part  is  under  onltivation,  the  fields  of 
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coarse  lying  fidlow  during  the  winter.  To  the  right  or  north  the 
hills  are  rather  precipitoas,  and  in  a  sheltered  carve  at  their  base 
the  village  of  Argandeh  lies.  It  is  folly  a  mile  from  the  road, 
and  all  about  it  are  terraced  fields  said  to  yield  magnificent  crops 
of  wheat  and  barley.  The  high  pitch  to  which  irrigation  attains 
in  Afghanistan  is  strikingly  exemplified  in  this  district,  the  water- 
channels  being  so  arranged  that  the  distribntion  of  the  water  is 
admirable. 

Sir  Frederick  Boberts  rested  for  the  night  at  Argandeh,  and 
yesterday  morning  rode  on  to  Maidan.  Striking  the  Gbazni  Road 
a  mile  &om  A^andeh,  we  followed  its  conrse  over  the  V<A4il  and 
Boon  began  to  descend.  The  hills  on  either  side  were  as  bare  as 
any  in  Afghanistan,  and  the  plain  between  them  was  only  partially 
caltivated.  After  about  foor  miles  a  thawla  (watch-tower)  was 
reached  on  a  little  rise,  and  looking  to  the  soath  we  saw  the  di8> 
trict  of  Maidan  stretching  before  as.  It  is  a  beaottfal  valley,  land- 
locked on  every  side,  the  Cabal  river  nmning  through  it  aboat  a 
mile  &om  the  foot  of  the  western  hills.  The  valley  mnet  be  at 
least  fbar  miles  across ;  and,  with  the  exception  of  low  rolling 
downs,  covered  with  stones  and  rooks,  for  abont  a  mile  on  its  east- 
em  flank  is  as  flat  as  its  name,  Maidan  (open  plain),  impli^. 
Twenty  or  thirty  walled  enclosnres  and  villages  on  the  banks  of 
the  Cabal  stream  stand  oat  from  amid  poplars,  willows,  and  plane 
trees,  which  fringe  the  banks  of  the  sparkling  little  river,  and  for 
many  sqaare  miles  nothing  is  seen  bat  endless  corn-fields,  each 
with  its  little  boandary  of  mud,  along  which  the  water  slowly 
wanders  as  it  does  its  work  of  irrigation.  The  road  falls  rapidly 
from  the  choirAt,  and  a  few  hnndred  yards  below  bifiircates,  the 
main  roote  to  Ghazni  going  straight  to  the  sonth  over  the  rolling 
downs  I  have  mentioned,  and  a  bridle-path  leading  down  to 
the  villages  of  the  plain.  General  Baker's  oamp  is  pitched  at 
Naore  Falsd,  two  miles  from  the  chowki,  down  in  the  plain 
near  the  first  of  the  fortified  enclosures,  its  rear  being  guarded 
by  a  high  rocky  ridge.  From  the  summit  of  this  a  splendid 
view  of  Maidan  is  obtained,  and  the  extraordinary  fertility  of  the 
valley  folly  appreciated.  To  the  west  the  ridge  runs  sharply 
down  into  the  plain,  and  the  valley  is  there  narrowed  to  half 
a  mile,   bnt  it  opens  oat  again   to  the  north  among  the   hills. 


D,g,t7„lb,.GOOgIC 


Contumacy  of  Bahadur  Khan,  165 

The  mam  toad  to  Bamian,  which  BtriksB  off  from  the  Ghazni 
Boad  before  the  ekowkt  in  the  kotcd  is  reached,  todb  sctobb  Uub 
part  of  the  valley  and  enters  the  Ispekhawk  PasB,  a  few  miles 
fbrther  on. 

Yesterday  afternoon  a  small  party  of  oaTalry  were  fired  upon  in 
the  Darra  Narkh,  a  valley  mnning  in  the  Bamian  direction,  and 
to-day  Bahadar  Khan,  who  was  reeponeible  for  the  action,  and 
who  ifl  known  to  be  harbonring  Afghan  Boldiers,  has  been  visited 
and  paniBhed.  He  bad  already  given  much  trouble.  General 
Baker,  since  bis  arrival  in  Maidan,  has  foond  mnoh  difficulty  in 
inducing  the  maUka  of  the  villages  of  the  district  to  bring  in 
com  and  bhooaa.  They  have  given  the  tribnte  grain  and  forage 
readily  enoagh,  bat  have  evaded  famishing  the  amonnt  we 
required  in  addition  to  this.  Every  mannd  was  paid  for  at  a 
forced  rate,  which,  I  may  state,  was  far  higher  than  the  normal 
prices ;  bnt  the  village  headmen  hnng  hack,  and  thoogh  profuse 
in  promises,  made  bat  little  effort  to  meet  our  wants.  Several 
of  them  were  very  insolent  in  their  bearing,  and  no  donbt  thonght 
to  worry  ns  out  by  their  procrastination.  Bnt  General  Baker 
is  not  the  stamp  of  man  to  have  his  orders  disobeyed,  and  by 
eonfining  Bome  of  the  maliks  to  the  camp  for  a  few  days,  he 
had  gradoally  bronght  them  to  their  senBes.  One  malik, 
however,  trnsting  to  the  obscnre  valley  in  which  he  Hved,  where- 
in Enropeans  had  never  been  known  to  penetrate,  was  obstinate. 
This  was  Bahadur  Khan,  whose  fort  is  abont  eight  miles  from 
the  Maidan  villages,  along  the  branch  road  which  leads  to 
Bamian.  He  not  only  refused  to  sell  any  of  his  hnge  store  of 
grain  and  fiarage,  bnt  insolently  declined  to  come  into  camp. 
He  WW  known  to  have  great  influence  among  the  tribesmen  in 
his  neighbourhood,  and  it  was  reported  that  some  sepoys  of  the 
Ardal  regiments  were  living  under  his  protection.  When  Sir  F, 
Roberts  heard  of  the  contnmacy  of  this  malik,  he  agreed  with 
General  Baker  that  it  would  be  well  to  fetch  him  in  by  force, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  arrest  any  sepoys  found  in  his  villages. 
To  accomplish  this  double  object  the  cavalry  were  sent  out  yester- 
day, with  the  result  already  stated,  that  they  were  fired  npon  by  a 
large  body  of  men,  including  some  200  sepoys  armed  with 
It  was  neceasary  to  make  an  example  of  Bahadur 
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Khan,  and  at  the  some  time  to  break  ap  the  tribal  gathering, 
which,  if  left  alone,  might  grow  to  ierioas  proportions.  Our 
foraging  parties  wonld  probably  have  been  ron^j  handled  in 
scattered  Tillages,  all  of  which  boast  of  towers  and  fortified  en- 
olosnxes,  if  the  mmoar  had  been  allowed  to  dreolate  that  oar 
cavalry  had  been  driven  back. 

Tents  having  been  strock  at  daybreak,  the  baggage  of  the  force 
was  packed  np  and  placed  within  a  fort  near  the  Cabal  river,  ander 
a  gaard  of  300  men,  drawn  equally  from  the  92nd  Highlanders, 
Srd  Sikhs,  and  6th  Pnnjab  Infantry,  with  a  squadron  of  the  14th 
Bengal  Laucere  and  a  troop  of  the  9th  Lanoers.  The  two  gnns 
of  9-8,  B.HA.,  were  also  left  behind,  as  the  road  to  the  villages 
was  known  to  be  difficult  for  wheeled  gnns.  The  troops  which 
marched  out  were  400  of  the  92nd,  800  of  the  Srd  Sikhs,  800  of 
the  6th  N.I.,  a  troop  of  the  9th  Lancers,  a  sqoadron  of  the  14th 
BJ!i.,  and  foar  guns  of  the  Kohat  Moontain  Battery.  Oensral 
Baker  was  in  command  of  this  compact  little  column,  which  was 
not  encumbered  with  transport  animals,  as  a  rapid  march  was 
intended.  Sir  F.  Boberts,  with  Ck)lonel  Macgregor,  also  rode  ont 
with  his  personal  escort.  It  was  bitterly  cold  in  the  early  morning, 
and  all  but  the  swiftest  running  streaniB  were  coated  over  with  ice. 
The  troops  carried  with  them  one-  day's  cooked  provisions,  bnt 
were  otherwise  in  light  marching  order.  A  point  was  made  ftn  a 
little  to  the  soath-west,  where  ^  Darra  Narkh  stream  fiiUa  into 
the  Cabul  river,  and  then  a  due  westerly  coarse  vras  followed  np 
the  narrow  valley  through  which  the  former  stream  runs.  The 
nenal  monntainous  conntiy  was  seen  on  either  hand,  high  hills 
dosing  down  on  the  valley,  and  presenting  treeless  slopes  barren 
of  all  verdure.  The  two  rivers  had  to  be  crossed  by  fords,  and 
the  men  went  through  the  icy-cold  water  as  carelessly  as  if  wading 
e  stream  in  sammer.  The  sepoys  stripped  off  their  jmette«,  and 
made  light  of  the  floating  ice  which  barked  their  shins,  while  the 
Highlanders  in  their  kilts  seemed  rather  to  enjoy  the  bracing  cold. 
The  road  was  fairly  well-defined  and  ran  through  cultivated  fields, 
vrith  an  occasional  fortified  homestead  or  country  villa  relieving 
the  monotony  of  the  landscape.  Information  was  brought  from 
time  to  time  of  the  movements  of  Bahador  Khan,  it  being  at  first 
sUted  that  he  had  2,000  or  8,000  men  ready  to  meet  us.    Abont 
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seven  miles  &om  the  camp  the  road  was  commanded  b;  a  high 
ridge  on  the  left,  and  beyond  this,  we  were  told,  laj  the  open 
Tslle;  in  which  the  caTahy  had  been  attacked.  This  ridge  waa  at 
its  highest  point  800  or  1,000  feet  abore  the  roadway,  and  on  the 
preriona  evening  had  been  lined  with  men.  Now  it  appeared 
quite  deserted,  and  the  cavalry  swept  roond  it  and  waited  in  a 
friendly  village  until  the  infantry  oonld  come  np.  A  local  maUk 
volnnteered  the  news  that  Bahadur  Khan  and  his  followers  had 
taken  all  their  movable  property  away  during  the  night  and  had 
fled  to  the  hilU.  When  tiie  Lancers  first  appeared  round  the 
ridge  and  poshed  forward  into  the  horseshoe-shaped  valley,  they 
saw  fifty  or  six^  men  on  some  low  hills  to  the  north,  a  gunshot  from 
Bahftdor  Khan's  chief  fort ;  and  as  these  moved  down  the  slopes, 
it  seemed  probable  that  a  body  of  tribesmen  might  be  lying  hidden 
behind  the  crests.  Possibly  the  Ghilzais  expected  that  only 
cavalry  were  again  about  to  pay  them  a  visit,  and  were  emboldened 
to  come  to  Uie  lower  levels.  As  soon  as  the  advanced  company  of 
the  Highlanders  appeared  on  the  road,  the  "  enemy,"  if  fifty  are 
worthy  of  the  name,  drew  off  hurriedly  to  the  highest  hills,  a 
eoDple  of  miles  distant,  and  watched  our  movements.  General 
Baker  directed  one  company  of  the  9&nd  to  advance  in  skirmishing 
order,  and  occapy  a  rocky  hill  overlooking  Bahadur  Khan's  fort, 
and  commanding  it  at  700  or  800  yards,  and  sent  a  company  of 
Sikhs  round  to  the  north,  with  orders  to  drive  out  any  men  who 
might  be  occupying  the  lower  hills.  It  was  soon  seen  that  the 
place  was  quite  deserted,  and  not  a  shot  was  fired  from  any  of  the 
hills.  The  whole  valley  lay  before  ns  dotted  over  with  fortified 
homesteads,  surrounded  by  grain -fields  already  green  with 
■[touting  com.  It  seemed  wonderfolly  fertile,  and  extended  over 
many  square  miles  ;  other  and  smaller  valleys  penetrating  between 
the  hills  wherever  there  was  a  break  in  their  continnons  line.  The 
exact  extent  of  these  minor  valleys  could  not  be  estimated,  but 
native  report  stated  that  the  fertility  was  equal  to  that  of  the  rich 
plain  stretching  away  to  the  north-west  for  five  or  six  miles. 
"When  it  was  seen  that  no  opposition  was  to  be  offered,  the  Sikhs 
doubled  down  npon  the  fort  from  the  low  hills  above  it,  and  at 
the  same  time  another  company  raced  across  the  fields  &om 
the  sonthem  enhance  to  the  valley,  all  being  anxious  to  be  in 
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"at  the  loot."  It  was  a  piettj  sight  watching  the  sepc^ 
doabling  along  and  spreading  oat  as  the  fort  and  the  vill^e  near 
it  were  gained.  ClondB  of  dnst  with  the  gleam  of  lance-heads 
shining  ont  Boon  arose  farther  to  the  left  in  the  heart  of  the  valley, 
showing  where  the  cavaliy  were  galloping  off  tamore  distant  home- 
steads. All  Bahadnr  Khan's  villages,  some  ten  in  nomber,  were 
marked  down  to  he  looted  and  bnmt,  and  Sikhs  and  Boware  were 
qoickly  engaged  in  the  work.  The  hoases  were  fonnd  stored  with 
hhoota,  straw,  firewood,  and  twigs  for  the  winter  as  well  as  a  small 
qnantity  of  com,  and  aa  there  was  not  time  to  clear  this  ont,  and 
we  could  not  afford  to  leave  a  force  for  the  night  in  snoh  a 
dangerons  position  so  near  to  the  hills,  orders  were  given  to  fire 
the  villages  and  destroy  the  houses  and  their  contenbt.  No  better 
men  than  Sikhs'  conld  he  foond  for  such  work,  and  in  a  few 
minntes  Bahador  Khan's  villages  were  in  flames,  and  volnmes  of 
dense  black  smoke  pooring  over  the  valley,  a  high  wind  aiding  the 
fire  with  frantic  earnestness.  The  villagers  had  carried  off  all 
their  portable  property,  not  even  a  charpoy  remaining,  bat  the 
Sikhs  ransacked  every  place  for  hidden  treasure,  and  smashed 
down  the  earthen  corn-bins  in  hope  of  gaining  a  prize.  These 
corn-bins  seemed  quite  a  feature  of  every  house.  They  are  three 
or  four  feet  square  and  made  of  enn-dried  day,  often  fancifully 
ornamented  with  scroll-work.  They  stand  on  a  raised  platform  in 
the  living-room,  and  have  near  the  bottom  a  small  hole  in  which 
a  piece  of  rag  is  atafied.  This  answers  to  the  tap  of  a  barrel,  for 
when  the  rag  is  withdrawn  the  grain  pours  ont,  and  the  daily 
supply  COD  be  drawn  just  as  we  woald  draw  a  tankard  of  beer  in 
an  English  farm-house.  Indian-corn,  &om  which  rich  chwpaAie$ 
(unleavened  cakes)  are  made,  is  chiefly  stored  in  this  way,  and 
near  the  bins  stand  the  grinding-stones,  at  which  the  women  of 
the  house  prepare  the  flonr  for  the  household.  0«neralty  an 
adjoining  room  is  tamed  into  a  kitchen,  the  earthen  Soor  being 
ekilfoUy  borrowed  to  form  ovens,  and  roand  holes  cat  ont  on  which 
to  place  the  dekchies  which  serve  for  Afghan  pots  and  ketUes. 
Such  of  the  rooms  as  I  went  into  were  dark  and  dirty  enoogh, 
smtul  sqaare  holes  in  the  walls  serving  as  windows,  and  the  roofs 
being  made  ap  of  thick  logs  laid  a  foot  apart,  and  covered  over 
with  twigs,  on  which  a  foot  of  mud  had  been  plastered.    The 
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Sikha  fired  house  after  house,  and  every  room  was  soon  converted 
into  8  huge  reverherating  furnace,  the  fire  having  no  means  of 
escape  through  the  roofs,  which  weie  very  strong.  Nearly  all  the 
honeeB  were  two-storied,  with  narrow  wooden  or  mud  stair- 
cases, and  many  a  sepoy  in  his  haste  first  fired  the  lower 
rooms,  stored  with  wood  or  bkoota,  and  then  rushed  upstairs 
intent  on  loot,  soon  to  be  driven  down  agaio  by  the  smoke  and 
flames  &om  below.  The  search  after  boasehold  goods  was  varied 
by  exciting  chases  after  the  fowls,  ducks,  and  donkeys  of  the 
village.  Sikhs  and  Tcahart,  who  had  come  up  with  the  dandUg 
(stretchers  for  wounded  men),  scrambled  over  housetops,  and 
through  blinding  smoke,  to  capture  the  dearly-prized  moorgie, 
while  below  an  unoffending  donkey  would  be  cliased  frantically 
round  awkward  comers  and  over  frozen  watercourses,  where 
pursuers  and  pursued  alike  came  to  grief.  A  donkey  when 
captured  was  laden  with  such  little  loot  as  the  men  thought 
worth  whUe  carrying  off.  Each  fowl  had  its  neck  wrung  on  the 
spot,  was  thrown  into  a  convenient  bit  of  fire  in  some  blazing 
house,  and  having  been  singed  clean  of  its  feathers,  was  cooked 
in  a  few  minutes,  and  eaten  with  infinite  enjoyment.  The 
cavalry  were  fortunate  enough  to  secure  fifty  sheep  and  a  fen  cows, 
which  were  driven  to  camp.  After  two  or  three  hours  had  been 
spent  in  firing  the  varions  villages  owned  by  Bahadur  Khan,  the 
order  to  fall  in  for  the  homeward  march  was  given,  and  leaving 
the  valley  draped  in  smoke  and  the  fire  still  working  its  will,  the 
troo^  filed  off  for  Maidan.  They  reached  camp  by  evening, 
having  marched  seventeen  miles  over  difficult  ground  and  through 
haU-froEen  streams  without  mishap.  As  the  rear-guard  left,  a 
few  meu  appeared  on  the  heights  of  the  north  and  fired  a  few 
shots  at  long  ranges,  but  these  were  merely  in  bravado.*  We 
eonld  learn  nothing  of  the  body  of  tribesmen  and  the  20O  sepoys, 
and  it  is  believed  they  have  dispersed.  The  punishment  of 
Bahadur  Khan  will  have  a  great  effect  upon  the  whole  district  of 

'  nil  i*  «  ptoia  lUUmeDt  of  (lie  tanj  in  the  Dun  K»rUi,  ud  our  iiidigii»Uoii  «u 
fwtlj  ■mmd  ■ftennrdi  bj  aeeiiig  Mnntional  artiolM  in  BiigH»h  pspan  dncriluiig 
hov  old  man,  women,  nnd  diildren  ware  turned  ont  to  die  in  tliB  mov.  There  were  no 
old  men,  Tomwi,  end  ahildren  leen,  ud  ik>  *now.  There  were  fortj  or  fif^  other 
riUiget  in  which  the;  had  taken  itfnge  long  before  we  arriTed. 
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Maidan,  as  it  will  show  the  maliks  that  the;  are  not  safe  from 
007  troops  even  in  their  most  obscare  valleys.  General  Baker 
remains  in  tlie  neighboarliood  of  Maidan  notil  next  week,  all  the 
avaiUble  tnosport  attim&lB  from  Sherpnr  being  now  engaged  in 
oarrTing  to  out  oantonments  the  large  qnantitieB  of  00m  and 
bhooaa  collected.  Onr  winter  sapply  of  forage  seems  likely  to  be 
ssBiued. 


CHAPTEK  XrV. 


Dc^ortatiDB  of  TaksbKIiu  to  lodik — Beriav  of  hii  Baigii^n«  Somm  on  Uw  Hsning 
of  DMonber  Irt— PrMtntioni  Uovg  Um  Ba*d  %o  Jugdnlluek — StmgtlieiiiBg  of 
the  Foata— ^t«l  ITneuiitMB  mboot  Oabnl— Attttoda  of  the  EohuhiiiB— OraenJ 
Baktr'a  Brigade  ordartd  to  BherpDr— The  State  of  Afihaa  Tiukiatan— Ita  SIbet 
npmi  Kobiiten — ^bolam  H/der  aod  hia  Annj — Tba  Extant  of  bia  Power — Betom 
of  hia  diabaoded  Kagimanta  to  llieir  Homea  in  Eohiitao — Our  Folii^  towardi  tha 
A^buu — Pailnn  of  the  Attempt  to  oondliate  tha  Fea^e — Hodifiestiotia  aeoaMur 
— Ilordta  of  oar  Ooremor  of  M»ii^— 

Shkspdb,  lat  December. 
Thb  ex-Amir  of  A^hanistan,  Sirdar  Yakob  Eban,  is  now  well 
on  his  way  to  India :  the  wder  for  his  deportation  having  beui 
carried  oat  so  silently  and  qoickly  that,  while  I  am  writing,  the 
majority  of  men  in  Sherpnr  cantonments  are  igoorant  of  hia 
departnre.  As  I  rentnred  to  predict  in  forwarding  the  news  of 
the  dose  of  Uie  Commission  of  Inquiry,  Yaknb  Khan's  &te  is 
that  of  exile  to  India ;  bat  even  now  we  are  in  the  dark  here  as  to 
whether  he  will  be  brested  as  a  State  prisoner,  aad  allowed  to  live 
in  laxnrioas  comfort,  or  will  be  sent  to  the  Andomans,  to  drag  ont 
his  life  as  a  oommon  malefactor.  If  the  latter,  it  will  be  an 
ignoble  ending  of  a  career  which  in  its  earlier  stages  promised 
snob  brilliant  achievements.  Yaknb  Ehan  \nB  once  the  first 
soldier  in  Afghanistan,  bat  from  the  evil  moment  when  he  confided 
in  the  word  of  hie  father,  his  fame  was  at  an  end.  Five  years' 
captivity — and  such  captivity  as  only  Shere  Aii  ooold  devise — 
broke  hia  spirit,  dolled  his  intellect,  and  left  him  the  weak  inca- 
pable we  treated  with  at  Gondamak,  and  confided  in  so  blindly 
antil  the  &tal  week  in  September,    That  under  fairer  aaspioes  he 
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might  have  proved  a  strong  ruler,  aneb  as  the  A^hans  require, 
osa  Buareelj  admit  of  a  doabt ;  that  he  would  have  been  *  Dost 
liahomed  eT«i  his  moat  ardent  admirers  would  hesitate  to  assert. 
fHie  eonditioDB  of  goTemment  in  a  eonntry  like  Afghanistui 
•ompel  the  Bovefeign  either  to  be  a  tyrant  or  the  tool  of  factions : 
Yakab  Khan,  daring  bis  few  months  of  power,  was  the  latter. 
His  aocesaon  to  the  throne  took  place  nnder  circnmstances  to  cope 
with  whieh,  eren  in  Uie  prime  of  his  manhood  before  imprisonment 
had  raippled  him,  would  have  taxed  his  power  to  the  uttermost. 
After  five  years  in  a  dungeon  he  was  suddenly  liberated  by  his 
btber,  only  to  find  that  father  in  the  last  stage  of  defeat  and 
despair,  his  kingdom  practically  at  the  mercy  of  a  powerful 
invader,  and  himself  a  pukic-atrioken  fugitive.  Left  first  as  Shore 
Ali's  regent,  Yakub  Ehui  could  do  nothing  beyond  wateh,  witli 
Oriental  submission  to  late,  the  advance  of  the  two  invading 
armies  ap  the  Jellalabad  and  Eurram  Valleys.  The  help  which 
Shere  AH  expected  to  receive  from  his  Russian  friends  over  the 
Oxns  was  not  forthooming ;  in  a  few  weeks  came  the  news  of  the 
death  of  the  Amir  at  Mazar-l-Sbarif,  and  Yakab  found  himself 
in  pofisession  of  a  kingdom  already  tottering  to  its  fall.  If  he 
bad  had  the  energy  of  Dost  Mahomed  he  might  have  organised 
srmiea,  called  upon  the  semi-barbarous  tribes  still  lying  between 
Cabal  and  India  to  join  his  soldiers  in  a  holy  war,  and  made  a 
aapreme  effort  to  check  the  invasion  which  bad  driven  his  &ther 
from  the  capital.  Bat  that  energy  was  lacking ;  he  made  bat  a 
faint-hearted  appeal  to  the  fanaiiciem  of  the  hill-tribes,  and 
unsupported  ae  this  was  by  any  real  attempt  to  collect  the  scat- 
tered unite  of  Shere  All's  onoe-powerful  army,  it  neoeesarily  failed. 
Nothing  was  left  to  him  but  negotiation ;  and,  thanks  to  the 
clemency  of  the  enemy  to  whom  he  was  opposed,  be  was  granted 
terms  which,  in  his  position,  he  could  scarcely  have  hoped  to  gain. 
He  allied  himself  with  the  most  powerful  State  in  Asia,  and  the 
Bafftty  of  his  kingdom  was  assured  against  aU  foreign  aggressioD. 
If  he  had  been  a  tyrant  to  his  subjects,  and  thoroaghly  deter- 
tnined  to  make  his  will  their  law,  the  reception  in  his  capital  of  an 
Embassy  from  the  Power  with  which  he  was  allied  woold  have  been 
fraught  with  no  dai^t^r  either  to  himself  or  to  the  Ambassador.  Bat 
he  had  not  the  struigth  of  tyranny  sufficient  to  control  the  &o- 
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tioDB  of  which  be  was  a  mere  tool,  and  it  seems  onl;  too  probable 
that  he  gradaall;  drifted  from  hie  firBt  position  of  Bincerity  towards 
his  new  allies,  to  that  of  a  timid  spectator  of  intrigaes  against 
the  alliance.  His  weakness  and  Tacillation  could  not  check  the 
danger  that  was  growing  so  formidable,  and,  when  the  final  ont- 
break  came,  his  personal  inflnence  was  even  mieqnal  to  saving  the 
life  of  the  man  who  had  trasted  ho  implicitly  in  his  good  &ith. 
That  Yaknb  desired  the  death  of  Sir  Louis  Gavagnari  we  do  not 
lielieve  ;  that  he  had  been  led,  insidioa&ly,  by  men  about  birri  to 
coincide  in  the  view  that  the  Embassy  shonld  be  forced  to  leave 
may  be  readily  credited.  And  once  that  Embassy  had  been 
destroyed,  there  is  only  too  mncb  reason  to  suppose  that  he  was 
inclined  to  parley  with  the  men  who  had  bronght  about  its  destruc- 
tion, and  to  listen  to  their  plausible  reasoning  that  what  had  been 
done  was  irrevocable.  The  access  of  personal  fear  which  drove 
him  to  seek  safety  in  the  British  camp,  no  more  excuses  him  of 
responsibility  for  his  acts  of  omission  or  commission,  than  does  the 
voluntary  surrender  of  a  murderer  condone  the  crime  he  has  com- 
mitted. So  far  as  human  canons  are  concerned,  repentance  can- 
not blot  oat  gnilt,  however  mnch  it  may  modify  judgment :  the 
supreme  quality  of  mercy  is  impossible  under  ordinary  conditions 
of  life.  Taking  the  most  pitifol  estimate  of  Yakob  Khan's 
offence,  putting  aside  the  idea  even  of  participation  in  the  views 
of  the  men  who  wished  him  to  break  the  engagements  to  which 
he  stood  pledged,  there  is  the  one  nnpardonable  crime  still 
clinging  to  him — that  he  stood  by,  and  made  no  sign,  while  the 
lives  of  men  were  sacrificed  which  should  have  been  sacred  to 
him,  even  according  to  the  narrow  creed  of  the  fanatics  who  snr- 
rotinded  him.  His  own  words,  when  refusing  the  help  that  was 
so  dearly  needed,  rise  up  against  him  when  he  appeals  to  our  for- 
bearance :  "  It  is  not  to  be  done."  Perhaps,  hereafter,  the  same 
answer  may  be  given  when  we  are  asked  to  preserve  the  integrity 
of  a  country  which  has  always  repaid  friendship  with  Msehood, 
trust  with  treachery. 

From  the  28th  of  October  until  his  departure  for  India  this 
morning,  Yaknb  Khan  had  been  a  close  prisoner  in  our  camp, 
the  tent  in  which  he  was  confined  being  always  strongly  guarded, 
and  no  one  beyond  ooi  own  officers  being  allowed  access  to  him. 
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The  monotony  and  aolitade  have  told  upon  liim,  of  course,  and 
he  IB  now  thinner  and  more  worn  than  when  he  first  took  refdge  with 
General  Baker  at  KasM.  Before  the  closing  days  of  the  inquiry 
he  was  contented  and  placid  enough ;  but  of  late  he  has  displayed 
some  anxiety  as  to  his  probable  fate,  the  irkBomeness  of  the 
restraint  ander  which  he  was  placed  having,  no  doubt,  largely 
contribated  to  this.  He  coold  hear  all  the  busy  life  in  camp  abont 
him,  but  was  as  mnch  shut  out  from  it  as  if  a  prieoner  again  in 
the  Bala  Hissar.  The  bayonets  of  the  sentries  who  qaartered  the 
gronnd  day  and  night  abont  his  tent  were  a  barrier  beyond  which 
he  conld  not  pass.  The  departore  for  India,  Malta,  or  London, 
which  he  had  expressed  himself  so  willing  to  ondertake  nearly  two 
months  ago,  must  have  seemed  to  him  hopeless,  even  so  late  as 
six  o'dock  last  night,  when  Major  Hastings,  Chief  Political 
Officer,  paid  his  asnal  visit  to  the  tent,  then  gnarded  by  fifty  men 
of  the  72nd  Highlanders.  Major  Hastings  said  nothing  of  the 
orders  which  had  been  received  from  the  Government,  as  it  had 
been  resolved  to  give  as  short  a  notice  as  possible  of  the  intended 
jonmey,  for  fear  of  compHcataons  on  the  road  to  Peshawnr.  Not 
that  it  was  at  all  Ukely  an  effort  would  be  made  to  ronse  the  tribes 
to  attempt  a  rescue,  but  that  nothing  was  to  be  gained  by  an  open 
parade  of  the  departure.  At  eight  o'clock  Major  Hastings  sent 
word  to  Yakub  Ehan  that  he  intended  paying  him  a  second  visit ; 
and,  accompanied  by  Mr.  H.  M.  Durand,  PoUtical  Secretary  to 
the  Lieutenant-General,  he  again  went  to  Uie  tent.  Yakub 
Ehan  was  a  little  astonished  at  the  unusual  hour  chosen  for  the 
visit ;  but  when  told  that  he  would  have  to  leave  Cabul  for  India 
at  six  o'clock  the  nest  morning,  he  kept  his  composure  admirably. 
He  expressed  sarprise  that  such  short  notice  should  be  given,  but 
beyond  this  did  not  question  the  arrangements.  He  asked  that 
hie  father-in-law,  Yabiya  Ehan,  and  two  other  sirdars  now  in 
confinement  should  be  released  and  allowed  to  accompany  him. 
This,  of  course,  could  not  be  granted,  and  he  then  asked  to  what 
place  in  Lidia  he  was  to  be  taken,  and  where  the  Viceroy  was. 
This  was  all  the  concern  he  showed.  The  orders  received  here 
are  to  convey  him  safely  to  Peshawnr ;  so  but  little  information 
as  to  his  final  resting-place  could  be  Tonchsafed  him.  I  may  here 
incidentally  mention  that  he  will  probably  go  on  to  Umritsar  or 
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Lahore,  where,  perhaps,  the  decitdoD  of  the  GoTernmeoi  will  be 
made  known  to  him. 

All  the  arrangements  for  tiie  jonmey  had  been  oarefnll;  made 
beforehand.  There  were,  this  morning,  at  Bntkhak,  the  12th 
Panjab  Cavalry,  and  between  that  post  and  Sei  Baba  400  of  tlie 
72nd  Highlanders,  800  of  the  23rd  Pioneers,  and  a  wing  of  the 
28th  PoDJab  Infantry;  while  the  convoy  of  sick  and  wonnded, 
with  its  escort,  was  between  Eata  Song  and  Jagdollack.  The 
escort  fit>m  Bherpni  was  simply  two  squadrons  of  cavalry  drawn 
&om  the  9th  Lanoere  and  6th  Punjab  Cavalry,  ooder  the  com- 
mand  of  Major  Hammond,  of  the  latter  regiment.  Soon  after 
five  o'clock  this  morning  the  little  camp  in  which  the  ex-Amir 
was  lodged,  not  far  from  head- quarters,  was  all  astir  with  prepara- 
tions for  the  journey.  A  bright  moon  was  shining  overhead  and  a 
few  watch-fires  were  blazing  brightly  among  the  tents,  by  the 
light  of  which  the  mules  and  y(^Qt  were  loaded  up.  The 
squadron  of  the  6th  Punjab  Cavalry  drew  up  outside  the  gateway 
which  leads  firom  the  oantonmeots  near  the  western  end  of  the  ' 
southern  vrall ;  while  the  Lancers  passed  firom  their  lines,  opposite 
the  break  in  the  Bemaru  Heights,  to  a  bit  of  open  ground  between 
the  quarters  of  the  72nd  Highlanders  and  Yakub  Shan's  tent. 
The  early  morning  air  was  bitterly  cold,  and  the  usnal  light  mist 
which  settles  nightly  over  the  Cabul  plain  still  himg  about.  The 
camp  vraa  silent  and  deserted,  every  soldier  being  at  that  boor 
asleep,  except  the  sentries  at  their  posts  and  the  patrols,  stalk- 
ing like  armed  ghosts  from  picquet  to  picquet,  seeking  fbr  any 
rabid  Eohistani  who  might  have  invaded  the  sanctity  of  our 
lines.  The  Lancers  movsd  smartly  round  and  round  in  smaU 
circles  to  keep  themselves  and  their  horses  from  freezing  as  they 
stood ;  and  throngh  the  dost  and  mist  raiveloping  them  their 
lances  shone  out  now  and  again  as  the  steel-heads  caught  a  glint 
from  the  moon.  It  was  a  fontastical  sight,  this  endless  cirdisg 
of  mis^  horsemen,  moving  apparently  without  aim  or  object  and 
growing  momentarily  more  and  more  distinct  as  dawn  began  to 
creep  up  over  the  distant  Lattabnnd  and  Ehurd  Cabul  hills,  and 
struggle  with  the  clear  moonlight  which  had  before  been  supreme. 
In  an  hour  everything  was  ready  for  departure.  Yakub  Khan's 
horses  were  waiting  ready  saddled,  and  the  Lancers  had  ceased 
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their  circling,  and  were  formed  up  waidog  for  the  order  to  march. 
Sir  Frederick  Roberts,  Colonel  Macgregor,  Chief  of  the  Staff,  and 
Major  Hastinga  were  present  to  see  the  prisoner  start  on  his  rapid 
joomey,  and  at  half-past  sis  exactly  Yakab  Khao  rode  off  anr- 
roonded  by  Lancers.  He  had  exchanged  saUams  with  the  Oenersl 
and  those  about  him,  and,  if  not  positirely  elated,  was  seemingly 
qnite  content  to  leave  Cabal.  Captain  Tomer  was  the  Politioal 
Officer  to  whose  care  he  was  assigned ;  and  Abdollah  Ehan,  eon 
of  the  Nawab  Oholam  Hasseio,  was  the  natiTe  officer  in  attend- 
anoe.  His  four  body  serrants  and  a  favoarite  attendant,  Abdul 
Eayon,  who  had  been  released  at  the  last  moment,  rode  with  the 
eeeort.  Ko  notice  was  given  beforehand  to  his  serranta ;  and 
when  the  royal  cooks  heard  that  they  were  to  start  for  India,  they 
abandoned  their  master  and  took  refnge  in  the  city.  They  were 
afterwards  songht  oat  and  sent  on  to  Lnttabnnd,  the  halting- 
plaee  for  the  night,  as  the  comfort  of  Yaknb  Ehan  is  to  be 
strictly  considered.  The  news  of  the  departure  soon  spread 
through  Cabnl,  and  the  Mnssnlman  popnlation,  aooording  to  a 
Hindo  informant,  are  greatly  depressed  and  uneasy.  They  are 
now  oonvineed  that  the  Dnrani  dynasty  is  at  an  end  ;  and,  while 
not  regretting  Yakab  personally,  they  moam  over  the  fall  of  that 
reign  of  tarbolence  which  they  coald  always  carry  oat  in  the  city 
nnder  a  Baiskzai.  Doable  marches  are  to  be  made  the  whole 
way  to  Peshawar,  where  Yakub  Khaa  is  expected  to  arrive  in  eight 
days.  Part  of  the  Cabul  Field  Force  escort  will  accompany  him 
to  Jogdallaok,  where  the  advanced  Kh;ber  Brigade  will  assume 
eharKe,  and  he  will  be  passed  through  the  various  posts  until  the 
Punjab  Frontier  is  reached.*  His  son,  the  so-called  heir-apparent, 
remains  here,  aa  well  as  the  members  of  bis  harem,  who  will  be 
pensioned  and  properly  oared  for  by  the  BritiBh  authorities.    ■ 

I>oring  the  past  few  days  reports  have  come  in  of  growing 
nneasiness  among  varions  sections  of  the  tribes  about  Cabnl,  and 
these  culminated  yesterday  in  the  news  that  the  Eohistanis  had 
aotoally  risen,  and  were  at  Ehoja  Serai,  00  the  Gharikar  Boad. 
They  were  said  to  have  cooked  three  days'  food,  and  to  meditate 

*  I  nay  kan  itata  that  Ykknb  Ehui  nude  tba  jinmef  (o  Fttluwiir  without  intident ; 
tfc*  npidi^  of  Ui  movanMiiti  pnnntiog  ftaj  tribal  MBbia«t)OK  baiug  fnaed  vitb  tba 
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attackmg  Sberpnr  ob  the  last  da;  of  the  moon.  From  the 
Lattaband  direction  also  it  was  reported  that  the  Safia  of  Tagao 
and  the  hilhnen  west  of  Jagdnllack  were  also  meditating  misohief, 
thoogh  beyond  gathering  together  in  small  bands  they  had  not 
made  open  demonstration  of  hostility.  The  change  in  the  attitode 
of  the  KohiBtanis  has  warned  as  that  it  is  idle  to  expect  a  peace- 
ful qniet  among  men  who  bare  always  been  aonily  and  tnrbnlent. 
The  aectiona  which  will  probably  give  ns  most  tronble  now  and  in 
the  fatnre  are — the  Wardaks  inhabiting  the  country  abont  the 
Ohasni  Boad,  who  may  drag  in  the  Logarie,  the  Safis  of  Tagoo, 
and  the  Eohistania.  With  the  two  former  we  have  already  coma 
into  coUision ;  General  Macpheraon  having  ventured  into  Tagao 
in  search  of  aopplies,  while  General  Baker  on  a  similar  mission  at 
Maidan  baa  had  to  bum  Beni-Badam  in  the  Wardak  country.* 
It  is  probable  that  both  Safis  and  Wardaks  will  seek  hereafter  to 
have  their  revenge ;  bat  in  the  meantime  we  shall  not  tronble 
them  farther,  as  we  have  the  Eobistania  to  deal  with.  Kohlatan 
lies  due  north  of  Cabnl  between  the  Paghmao,  a  apnr  of  the 
Hinda  Kneh,  and  Tagao,  and  inclades  the  apper  valley  of  the 
Panjshir  Eiver,  which  stretches  away  north-east  from  Chaiikat,  the 
most  important  town  in  the  province.  The  lower  portion  of 
Kohistan  is  known  as  the  Koh-Daman  (Monntain  Skirt),  and  is 
the  district  renowned  for  its  vineyards  and  orchards,  from  which 
Cabnl  is  largely  sapplied  with  fruit.  It  is  fertilized  by  innnmer- 
able  streams  numing  down  from  the  Poghman  moantains,  and 
uniting  to  form  a  river,  which,  tamed  to  the  north  by  ranges 
of  hills  facing  Pnghman,  eTentnally  empties  itself  into  the 
Fanjshir  on  the  western  border  of  Tagao.  Looking  northwards 
from  the  Bemam  Heights  above  Sberpnr  cantonments,  one  sees 
nothing  but  a  mass  of  bills  piled  together  in  picturesque  confrision, 

*  Ghoenl  Baker  nurlj  fell  A  vietini  to  A^hui  taweherj  at  BeDi-Baduo.     He  Tmtcd 

tbe  Tillage  with  tventj  or  ihirtf  Iniopeia  of  the  Bth  I^ncen,  leaTiBg  faia  in&ntrr  ob 
the  Qhami  Boad,  2(  milea  awnj.  Tie  nllagen  bnaght  out  milk  and  fruit  for  the 
officer!,  and  proridad  oorn  and  forage  for  the  honea,  proteating  their  friendahJp  loadly. 
Chnen]  Baker  notioed  that  onlr  old  men  aeemed  in  the  Tillage,  bet  did  not  atupeot 
troaohcr;  natil  anddenl;  two  large  bodice  of  armed  men,  with  banners  fljing,  were  wen 
niahiDg  doen  the  biUa  to  cat  off  hia  retreat.  The  troopera  had  to  akimiiah  on  foat  vith 
their  earbiaaa,  and  after  a  aharp  Bght  the  Eleneral  managed  to  rejoin  hii  infantrjr.  Tha 
next  di;  he  dcatrojed  the  Tillage. 
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the  foreground  being  a  low  nnge  rnnning  puallel  to  the  narrow 
swampy  lake,  which  borders  the  plain  from  which  Bemam  rieea. 
The  road  from  Cabal  to  Eohistan  passes  close  to  Sherpar  on  the 
east,  croBses  the  grassy  plain,  and  over  the  lake  on  a  raised  oanse- 
way  at  a  point  wbere  it  is  very  narrow  and  shallow,  and  tbenoe 
over  a  low  itota/  called  Poen  Misar.  Koh-Danian  is  then  fairly 
entered  npon,  and  the  ronte  northwards  is  as  follows : — Paen 
Minar  to  £ila  Itta&l  Khan,  six  miles;  Ittafal  Khan  to  Ehoja 
Serai,  five  miles ;  Khoja  Serai  to  Istalif,  seven  miles ;  Istalif  to 
Charikar,  «ut  Istnrgehteh,  thirteen  miles ;  or  a  total  &om  Paes 
Minar,  fonr  miles  from  Sherpar,  of  thirty-one  miles.  While  we 
were  encamped  at  Siah  Snug  the  Eohistan  Chiefs  came  in  and 
made  professionE  of  friendship,  which  were  gladly  accepted  by 
Oeneral  Boberts.  They  remained  with  ns  for  several  weeks,  but 
were  plainly  disappointed  that  no  large  snbsidy  was  promised  to 
them  for  Uieir  fntnre  good  bebavionr.  A  (Governor,  Shahbas 
Ehao,  a  Barakzai  sirdar  who  had  intermarried  witii  the  Eohistanis, 
was  appointed,  and  was  sent  to  Charikar,  his  mission  being  chiefly 
to  fnmieh  sapplies  for  our  troops,  and  to  prevent  any  Chief 
arrogating  to  himself  power  in  the  province.  No  sooner  do  the 
■maliki  seem  to  have  retnmed  to  their  villages  than  they  began 
to  concert  measures  to  annoy  as.  They  gathered  armed  men 
together,  set  at  nought  Shahbaz  Ehan,  and,  as  I  have  said,  have 
been  bold  enough  to  declare  t^eir  intention  of  attacking  Sherpur. 
That  they  will  do  this  seems  too  absard  to  believe,  nnless  there  is 
a  general  combination,  bnt  the  pr^caation  of  building  breastworks 
on  the  Bemam  Heights  has  been  taken,  and  yesterday  afternoon  a 
small  party  of  cavalry  were  sent  ont  to  reconnoitre  past  Paen 
Minsr.  They  saw  no  signs  of  aoy  gathering,  bat  still  there  may 
be  bands  of  men  InrMng  aboat.  We  have  bat  a  very  small 
in&ntry  garrison  in  Sherpnr  at  the  present  time,  as  500  of  the 
92nd,  400  of  the  8rd  Sikhs,  and  400  of  the  6th  Punjab  Infantry  are 
oat  in  Maidan,  while  the  troops  sent  to  hold  the  road  as  &r  as 
Jngdnllnck  on  the  occasion  of  Yaknb  Khan's  jonmey  down  are, 
as  already  stated,  very  nnmeroas.  Qeneral  Baker  has,  therefore, 
been  warned  to  march  to  Sherpar  with  his  brigade  ae  rapidly  as 
his  foraging  arrangements  will  allow. 
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4  (A  December. 

The  attitodfi  of  the  EohistsniB  coatinnea  far  from  B&tisfactory, 
though  they  have  not,  as  yet,  been  reoklesB  enough  to  OBrry  oat 
their  threat  of  attacking  Shetpor,  The  anthor  of  the  late  dis- 
tnrbanceB  is  said  to  be  the  moUier  of  Takab  Khan,  a  woman  well 
adTaooed  in  years,  but  still  capable,  tbrongh  agents,  of  doing 
maoh  mischief.  She  is  in  Cabnl  with  the  harem  of  the  ex- Amir ; 
and  as  we  do  not  war  against  women,  she  has  had  foil  liberty  to 
intrigae  with  diaoontented  ohiefa.  Of  the  gathering  of  hostile 
bands  at  Ehoja  Serai,  sonth  of  Ditalif,  we  have  heard  little  of 
late.  The  man  who  will  probably  give  na  most  trouble  is  Mir 
Batoha ;  while,  to  show  how  interests  olasb  in  this  once  "  Ood- 
govemed  coontry,"  I  may  state  that  the  nephew  of  Daond  Shah, 
the  ex-Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Afghan  army,  is  a  prominent 
leader  of  the  malcontents.  His  nncle  is  striTing  in  every  way  to 
ingratiate  himself  with  Uie  British,  and  haa  so  fax  snooeeded, 
that  he  ia  &eelj  made  nae  of  by  oar  Political  Officers.  He  has 
several  timea  given  valnable  information  and  has  been  of  great 
service  in  aiding  us  in  the  collection  of  sapphes.  He  haa  warned 
as  of  the  disaffected  nature  of  the  Kohiatania ;  and  thongh  he 
over-estimates  their  strength  as  opposed  to  onr  army,  bia  warning 
has  been  partially  justified  by  late  eventa.  The  aouthera  part  of 
Kohistan,  the  Eoh-Daman,  ia  not  ao  turbulent  as  that  farther 
north,  abont  Gharikar,  in  which  Shahbaz  Khan  is  sapposed  to 
exerctse  power.  One  road  &om  Northern  Torkiatan  passes  over 
the  Hindu  Eush  and  rune  through  Gharikar  to  Cabal ;  and  this 
near  proximity  to  a  province,  sapposed  at  present  to  be  safe  from 
oar  army,  haa  a  tendency  to  foater  local  diaaffection.  In  fact,  the 
state  of  Tuildstan  re-acts  upon  all  Kohistan,  and  indirectly  upon 
the  coontry  about  Cabul ;  and,  in  view  of  forther  complications, 
it  ia  worth  while  looking  critically  upon  the  present  position  of 
that  important  provinoe. 

The  capture  of  Cabul  and  the  diapersion  of  such  of  tbe  rebel  regi- 
ments aa  fought  at  Charasiahad  a  great  effect,  at  first,  in  showing 
every  province  of  Afghanistan  that  the  impregnability  of  their 
capital  was  a  myth.  Our  arms  having  been  so  succeasful  in  so 
short  a  time,  checked  the  incipient  state  of  anarchy  into  which  the 
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vholfl  conntTy  was  fast  falling,  as  it  seemed  rational  to  anppose  that 
an  arm;  wbich  in  a  few  days  had  captured  Cabal  would  be  more 
than  eqnat  to  the  task  of  Tisiting  Charikar,  Bamian,  or  even  Baikh, 
if  oceaaion  required  a  farther  display  of  force.  Bat,  as  time 
passed  on,  and  it  began  to  dawn  apon  the  minds  of  men  somewhat 
removed  from  the  captured  city,  that  we  were  settling  down  for  the 
winter  in  local  quarters,  the  latent  hostility  to  onr  presence  in 
Afghanistan  renved.  In  TorkJetaD  it  coold  scarcely  be  called  a 
reriral,  as  it  had  never  died  ont.  In  that  province  were  still 
organized  regiments  (well  armed  and  boasting  of  being  in  posses- 
sion of  gnns),  whose  sepoys  had  never  saffered  tiie  disgrace  of 
a  defeat  at  oar  hands.  It  was  not,  therefore,  sarprising  that  oar 
attempts  to  open  np  commanication  with  Oholam  Hyder,  the 
A%han  Oovemor  of  the  northem  digtricts,  shoold  have  foiled. 
In  the  first  place,  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  get  tmstworthy 
news  of  what  was  going  on  over  the  Koh-i-Baba  range,  and 
Gholam  Hyder's  movements  were  absolately  anknown.  He  was 
believed  to  be  at  Mazar-i-Sharif,  or  Balkh,  and  ramoars  then 
reached  as  that  he  had  left  with  Nek  Mahomed  to  seek  aid  &om 
the  Russians  over  the  Oxns.  This  news  was  never  confirmed  ; 
hot  from  incidents  Which  occorred  and  were  verified  in  several 
ways,  it  transpired  that,  wherever  Gholam  Hyder  might  be,  his 
power  was  very  limited.  The  troops  on  which  he  relied  forsapport 
either  revolted,  as  in  Uie  case  of  the  regiments  at  Ghori,  a  post 
fifty  miles  south  of  Knndaz,  the  nearest  station  to  Badakshan,  on 
the  Balkh,  Taahkargan,  Knnduz,  and  Faizabad  Boad,  or  were 
deserted  by  their  Generals,  who  songht  safety  with  the  British. 
The  sepoys  knew  there  was  really  no  Government  in  existence, 
and,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  felt  themselves  masters  of  the 
mta&tion.  Badakshan  was  in  revolt.  Ohori  and  the  district 
between  Balkh  and  Badakshan  conld  not  do  better  than  follow  the 
example.  They  did  so,  and  Gholam  Hyder's  pow£r  was  gradually 
narrowed,  no  attention  being  paid  to  his  commands.  To  make 
his  position  of  Governor  still  more  absurd,  an  Uzbeg  Chief, 
Hahomed  Shah,  appropriated  the  country  about  Sar-i-Fol  and 
Maemena,  distant  only  eighty  miles  to  the  west  and  south-west  of 
Balkh.  The  nominal  Governor  of  Tarkistan,  therefore,  foand 
himself  at  last  ruling  the  tract  of  coantry  south  of  the  Oxus,  as 
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Car  as  Tashkargftii  and  Aebak  on  the  east,  and  Akoha  od  the 
west:  sonthwards,  to  Bamian,  he  governed  as  far  as  men 
choBe  to  obey  him,  and  no  farther.  From  Aebak  to  Akcha,  in  a 
bee-line,  is  less  than  180  miles :  from  the  Ozqb  throtigh  Balkh  to 
Bamian,  is  160  miles.  Tbis  was — and  for  all  we  know  is — the 
extent  of  territory  Gholam  Hyder  governs.  He  is  responsible  to 
so  one  but  himself;  and  as  long  as  he  can  find  money  to  pay  bis 
troops,  he  may  rely  npon  exercising  a  certain  iaflnence.  If  we 
had  got  as  far  as  Bamian,  100  miles  from  Cabal,  be  might  still 
have  retained  a  show  of  independence,  Balkb  being  so  near  the 
Ozns  that  to  escape  to  Bokhara  would  have  been  easy  if  oar 
troops  had  been  pushed  on,  before  winter  set  in,  towards  the 
northern  frontier.  Bat  Gholam  Hyder  has  been  left  andistotbed ; 
and  now  that  the  Kohistanis  hare  broken  faith  with  us,  his  name 
is  being  freely  used  to  induce  men  to  gather  together.  A  few 
days  ago  it  was  reported  that  he  had  reached  Charikar  with  eight 
guns  and  a  force  of  cavalry ;  bat  later  reports  show  this  was  a 
false  rumour  circalated  in  Gabnl  to  excite  the  Wardaks  and 
Ohilzais  on  the  Ghazni  Boad  and  in  Logar.  He  may  have  left 
Mazar-i- Sharif ;  but  if,  as  seems  likely,  he  looks  for  Russian 
gold  to  aid  him  in  keeping  his  hold  upon  Tnrkistan,  he  woold 
scarcely  have  deserted  Balkh  and  the  neighbourhood  for  the 
qaestionable  glory  of  raising  an  army  of  hill-men  in  Eohistan. 
What  is  &r  more  probable  is,  that  the  regiments  which  disbanded 
and  scattered  to  various  Tillages  are  forming  bands  among  them- 
selves, and  some  of  these  may  think  Charikar  as  good  a  centre 
to  make  for  as  any  other  place.  Tarkistan  can  famish  any 
number  of  these  sepoys ;  and  as  the  Bamian  route  to  Cabal 
is  long  and  tiresome,  they  may  prefer  taking  the  road  over  the 
Hindu  Kush  to  Exthistan,  there  to  await  for  further  development 
of  events.  If  the  British  force  menaces  them,  they  can  retnm 
to  TorkiBtan :  if  we  leave  them  alone,  as  we  probably  shall,  they 
will  have  to  find  a  way  of  living  during  the  winter ;  and  this  to  an 
Afghan  well-armed,  and  with  the  bluster  of  a  bully,  is  not  a 
difScult  task.  From  what  I  have  written  above,  it  will  be 
.seen  that  Nori;hem  and  Eastern  Tarkistan  is  in  the  state  into 
which  it  might  have  been  expected  to  fall  without  a  strong  band 
controlling  it  from  Cabal.     Of  Herat  I  know  nothing,  as  it  is 
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too  far  lemoved  from  as  for  even  rnmoois  to  drift  down  to  oar 
camp. 

With  UiU  oonditioQ  of  a&irs  in  a  prOTince  most  open  to  outside 
inflaence  and  trans'OzaB  intrigue,  it  beoomea  of  serioiiB  moment 
to  consider  what  modification  of  onr  policy,  as  set  forth  in  the 
Proclamation  of  October  28th,  is  necessary.  The  Proclamation 
oonclnded  as  follows  : — "  Thi  ttrvice%  of  such  eirdan  and  chiefs 
tu  ataist  in  preserving  ordur  will  be  dvly  recognized;  hut  aU 
disturbers  of  the  peace,  aiid  persons  concerned  in  attacks  upon  the 
Sritish  authority,  wM  meet  vrith  condign  paniskment.  The 
BrittMh  Government,  after  consvilation  toith  the  principal  sirdars, 
tribal  chiefs,  and  others  representing  the  interests  and  wishes  of 
the  various  provinces  and  cities,  wiU  declare  its  vnU  as  to  the 
future  permanent  arrangements  to  be  made  for  the  good  govern- 
ment  of  the  people."  Now  these  stilted  peiiods  either  mean  a 
great  deal,  or  nothing  at  all.  As  regards  Tarkistan  there  aie 
within  it  at  the  present  moment  nnmerons  "  distnrbers  of  the 
peace,"  as  there  are  in  Kohistan,  Msidan,  and  Logar;  and,  to  be 
consistent,  we  mast  fulfil  onr  pledge  to  ponish  them  condignly ; 
if  not  now,  at  some  future  date.  Bnt  these  distnrbers  hare  this 
mnch  in  their  fayonr,  that  beyond  the  empty  words  of  the  Pro- 
clamation they  have  had  no  evidence  of  the  British  authority  which 
has  sappl&nted  that  of  the  Amir.  To  them  it  is  non-existent.  It 
may  flourish  within  20  mOes  of  Cabnl  and  eastwards  along  the 
Jellalabad  Valley  to  the  Ehyher,  hat  it  has  never  shown  itself  north 
of  the  Hindu  Kash :  it  has  left  Balkh  and  Herat  untouched  :  it 
has  not  been  felt  at  Bamian  or  Ghazni,  each  within  100  miles  of 
the  7,000  men  encamped  at  Sherpur :  how,  then,  is  it  to  he 
acknowledged  at  more  distant  points  ?  An  authority,  to  he  respected, 
must  be  tangible.  The  British  authority  at  Cabul  is  in  the 
tangible  shape  of  a  conquering  army  :  it  is  respected — at  Cabul. 
But  Cabul  is  not  Tarkistan,  and  it  is  idle  to  expect  a  Proclamation, 
or  even  a  thousand,  to  cause  provincial  governors,  now  free  from 
all  control,  voluntarily  to  submit  to  an  authority  which  makes, 
apparently,  no  efibrt  to  reach  then.  "  Consultation  with  the 
principal  sirdars  and  tribal  chiefs  representing  the  varioas  pro- 
vincea  and  cities  of  Afghanistan  "  is  admirable  from  the  view  of 
closet  politicians,  hot  how  if  sirdars  and  chiefs  decline  to  con- 
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Bnlt  ?  It  may  have  been  intended,  wben  the  Proclamation  was 
isBued,  that  a  demonstration  of  force  should  be  made  to  bring 
about  the  consnltstion,  bnt  that  demonstration  has  jiever  been 
carried  out — probably  as  mnch  firom  political  considerationH  as 
military  difficulties.  Sir  Frederick  Roberts  and  Mb  army  did  their 
first  work  of  captariog  Cabal  iritfa  snch  rapidity  thai,  vith  troops 
pQBhed  forward  from  Jellalabad  to  garrison  the  captnred  dty  and 
collect  supplies  for  the  winter,  they  might  have  ventored  into 
Tnrkistan  with  the  prospect  of  meeting  with  no  opposition ;  and 
there  might  have  been  now,  at  Bamian  and  Balkh,  agents  who  had 
been  installed  by  our  army  and  left  in  the  position  of  goTemors 
rnling  in  onr  name.  This  programme  was  bdieved  at  one  time  to 
be  on  the  cards,  and  we  oalcnlated  how  many  marches  it  was  to 
Bamian  and  the  Ozns ;  bnt  with  no  snpports  forthcoming  np  to 
t^e  middle  of  KoTember  (a  flying  colnmn  at  Jngdnllnck  was  not 
w<^hy  of  the  name),  and  with  the  nsnal  stnpid  ontcry  at  home 
against  even  the  appearanoe  of  annexation,  the  project  fell  throagh. 
An  attempt  has  been  made  to  carry  out  the  spirit  of  the  Proclama- 
tion— to  make  ' '  permanent  arrangements  for  the  good  government 
of  the  people  " — ^by  consnlting  with  snch  sirdars  as  have  deemed 
it  wise  to  join  ns.  From  their  namber  fonr  men  have  been  chosen 
as  govemors  of  districts ;  bnt,  so  far,  this  Bystem  has  been  a 
failore.  However  mnch  they  may  represent  ns,  they  are  rejected 
of  the  people ;  and  the  three  who,  to  use  an  official  phrase,  have 
"joined  their  appointmente,"  have  had  a  veiy  ron^  time  of  it. 
These  were  Shafabaz  Khan,  Mahomed  Hasan  Ehan,  and  Abdnlla 
Khan,  all  sirdars  of  local  inflnenoe  about  Gabul,  who  were  posted 
to  EohiBtan,  Maidan,  and  Logar,  respectively.  (Torkistan,  bo  far, 
has  not  received  its  governor,  ffirdar  Wall  Mahomed,  who  had 
made  many  preparations  for  starting.)  They  were  sent  without 
armed  escortB,  and  have  been  worried  and  threatened  by  mal- 
contents, who  have  resented  their  intrusion  with  menaces  that  can 
scarcely  be  lightly  regarded.  In  one  case,  that  of  Hasan  Khan, 
Bon  of  DoBt  Mahomed  and  half-brother  of  Wali  Mahomed,  assas- 
Btnation  has  been  added  to  threats.  News  was  broaght  in  from 
Naure  Falad,  the  village  in  the  Maidan  Yalley  which  General 
Baker's  force  only  left  on  the  lat  instant,  that  a  body  of  men, 
including  some  sepoys  of  the  Ardai  Begiments,  had  attacked  the 
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fort  in  wIugIi  Hasan  Ehao  was  living,  and  had  mnrdered  onr 
lately-appointed  gorernor  and  one  of  bia  followers.  The;  shot  the 
old  man  throagh  the  head,  and  then  hacked  his. body  to  pieces. 
Haum  Khan  was  quite  a  fiiTOnrite  in  onr  camp  at  Maidan,  his 
kind  disposition  and  hearty  frankness  being  qnalities  very  foreign 
to  the  natnre  of  the  ordinary  Afghan  sirdar.  The  men  who 
killed  him  are  said  to  have  come  down  the  Darra  Narkh  from  the 
bills  abont  Bahadur  Khan's  villages;  and  their  action  was  in 
revenge  for  oiu  bnming  of  their  villages.  They  returned  to 
Upper  Maidan  as  soon  as  they  had  mnrdered  onr  representative, 
having,  according  to  their  own  mde  idea,  shown  na  that  they  had 
no  intention  of  accepting  onr  authority.  It  is  evident  that  from 
Qhazni  northwards  mnoh  excitement  has  arisen  since  General 
Baker's  departnre.  From  Cbarikar  and  Logar  onr  governors  re- 
port that  they  are  looked  npon  with  disfitvoor,  and  even  hated,  by 
many  foalikt ;  and  as  they  also  have  do  escorts,  their  lives  may 
be  eonaidered  in  jeopardy.  When  the  EohistaniB,  a  few  days  ago, 
vrere  up  in  arms,  Shahbaz  Khan's  position  was  very  ticklish ;  and 
to  relieve  the  presanre  pnt  npon  him.  Sirdar  Ibrahim  Khan,  an 
elder  brother  of  Takub  Khan,  was  sent  ont  to  bring  back  the 
duefia  to  the  allegianoe  they  bad  promised  when  in  our  camp, 
Thon^  he  aoeceeded  in  indnoing  twenty  or  thirty  of  the  minor 
ehiefs  of  Eoh-Damau  to  come  in,  be  was  reviled  by  others  as  a 
"  Feringhi "  and  "  Eaflr,"  and  was  warned  to  return  to  Bherpur, 
or  his  life  wonld  be  taken.  These  are  the  results  of  the  first 
experiments  of  governing  provinces  through  ohiefe  selected  by  us 
as  representing  the  interests  and  wishes  of  the  people. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

Farads  of  kll  n«opa  in  Shei^iiT — Strength  of  the  Qairiaon — The  Commenoemeiit  of  th« 
Deoamber  Open^u — 0«ii«ral  Huphenon'a  Brigade  at  Aoibahr — GhaenI  Btkc^l 
Pluik  Ujtreli  apoii  Hudao — The  JAad  prMohed  b?  Huhk-i-Alam — Strengdi  of 
Mahomed  Jaa'a  Foroa — -The  FUu  of  Opentionn — Daf«*t  of  the  EohUtanU  at  KUa 
Eai«i — Oeneral  Huphanon  rtatts  for  Aiguideh — Qenanl  Hubj'b  Mareh  op  the 
Chardeh  Taller  *i^  Uie  Qana  and  Oarali? — Pint  Sight  of  Hahamad  Jan'a  Aimj — 
Doezpacted  Strength  of  tiie  Aighana— The  Action  of  Deoamber  llth  in  Chaideh 
— Loaa  of  Four  Qiliia  and  KepDlae  of  the  CaTaliy— Defeuoe  of  the  DBhmainng 
Qoige  by  200  of  the  TSnd  HigUandan — Recorer;  of  the  Gnni  by  Colonel  J(m- 
gngor— Ua^haraon'i  ArnTal  at  Dehnuinng— Attaok  on  the  Slierderwan  Fioqnet. 

Shebpub,  9tA  December. 
GiNBKAi.  Baxeb'b  Brigade  retamed  to  Sherpnr  a  few  daja  ago, 
and  the  result  of  his  visit  to  Maidan  iB  now  viaibla  in  the  large 
stacka  of  hhoata  and  the  bags  of  grain  near  the  Commissariat 
Qflte.  Sir  Michael  Kennedy,  Director>Oeneral  of  Transport,  with 
a  small  party  of  officers  has  arrived  from  India  on  inspection  doty 
and  is  now  a  guest  of  Sir  Frederick  Boberta.  The  ez-Amir  is  now 
well  on  hie  way  to  India,  and  the  troops  seat  to  strengthen  the 
posts  between  Cabal  and  Jngdollnck  have  returned  to  quarters. 
So  far  no  attempt  has  been  made  by  the  tribes  on  the  PeBhawor 
Boad  to  rescue  Yakab  Khan,  bnt  there  is  mnch  latent  fanaticism 
abont  Gabnl,  and  the  vioolXaht,  who  always  gave  as  so  mnch 
tronble,  may  seize  npon  the  deportation  of  the  sovereign  as  a 
rallying-cry. 

Yesterday  a  parade  of  all  the  aTailable  troops  in  garrison  was 
held  on  the  large  maidan  which  lies  to  the  north  of  the  Bemara 
hills,  and  extends  to  the  borders  of  the  narrow  Wazirabad  Lake 
at  Uie  foot  of  the  sonthem  Kohistan  hills.  No  better  place  for  a 
review  of  even  20,000  men  could  be  desired,  as  the  ground  is  very 
level,  and  is  covered  with  short  grass,  which  prevents  dust  accu- 
mulating. The  nominal  object  of  the  parade  was  to  present  four 
men  of  the  72ad  Highlanders  with  medals  for  distinguished 
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service  at  the  Btorming  of  the  Peiwar  Eotal  laBt  Deoember.* 
There  were  4,710  men  and  twenty  gims  on  the  groand.  The 
gnns  were  twelve  9-poattderB,  belonging  to  F-A  and  G-8,  and. 
flight  7-poandera  of  the  Monntain  Batteries.  The  following  table 
shows  only  the  troops  paraded ;  it  was  neoeasarj,  for  the  safety  of* 
the  cantonment  and  the  valnable  stores  now  collected  within  its 
walls,  that  a  strong  gnard  shonld  remain  in  Sherpnr,  and  100- 
men  were  detached  from  each  infantry  regiment  for  this  work. 
In-lying  picqaets  were  posted,  signallers  with  heliographio  appa- 
ratus placed  on  the  Bemarn  Heights  and  over  the  Commissariat 
Gate  (that  nearest  the  city),  and,  to  prevent  any  incendiarism 
being  attempted,  orders  were  given  to  refase  admission  to  all  the 
Hazars  coolies  employed  on  the  quarters  nntil  the  parade  was- 
over.  Our  bhoota  stacks  and  wood-piles  are  so  nearly  completed 
now,  that  we  cannot  afford  to  let  them  be  burnt  down. 

The  following  is  the  fall  strength  of  the  troops  drawn  np  for 
the  Lientenant-General's  inspection  : — 
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To  these  luTe  to  be  added  the  Staff,  which  was  made  ap  as 
follows : — ■ 

Conunanding  Cavalry  Brigade  —  Brigadier-GeDeral  Massy ; 
Brigade-Major — Liaateaant  Brabazon ;  Orderiy  Officer — ^Liea- 
tenact  Hearsey. 

Comm&tidiDg  Ist  Infontry  Brigade— Brigadier-Oeoeral  Mac- 
pberaon ;  Brigade-Major — Captain  GuimieaB ;  Orderly  Officer — 
Captain  Macgregor. 

Commanding  2nd  In&ntry  Brigade — Brigadier-General  Baker ; 
Brigade- Major — Captain  Farwell ;  Orderly  Officer-— Lieatenant 
Kane- 
Commanding  Boyal  Artillery — Lieatenant-Colonel  Gordon  ; 
OffleUttng  Adjutant — Lientenant  AlJsopp. 

The  parade  went  off  rery  sncoeasfnlly,  and  seemed  to  impress 
Sirdar  Wali  Mahomed  Khan,  DaoDd  Bhah  (the  late  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  Aighan  army),  and  other  persons  of  importance 
who  were  present. 

We  mix  work  and  play  a  good  deal  at  Gabnl :  for  scarcely  had 
the  parade  ended  than  the  more  serions  basiness  of  sending  oat 
s  brigade  into  the  Chardeh  Valley  was  begnn.  In  the  afternoon 
the  following  troops,  onder  the  command  of  Brigadier-General 
Maopherson,  left  the  cantonment  and  marched  to  Aoshahr,  five 
miles  due  west  of  Sherpnr : — 

6  companies  67th  Foot ; 

7  companies  6th  Ghoorkas ; 
6S0  of  the  3rd  Sikhs ; 

4  guns  F-A,  Boyal  Horse  Artillery ; 
4  gnns  No.  1  Mountain  Battery ; 

1  sqoadron  9th  Lancers ; 

2  squadrons  14th  Bengal  Lancers. 

This  movement  is  due  to  tlie  gatherings  in  Eoh-Daman  and 
Maidan,  The  efforts  of  old  Mashk-i-AIam,  the  Ghazni  mooUah, 
to  raise  a  jehad  have  been  so  far  successful,  that  Mahomed  Jan 
has  6,000  men  with  him  between  Argandeh  and  Beni-Badam,  on 
the  Ghazni  Boad.  This  would  not  have  been  of  much  consequence 
were  it  not  that  pressure  had  been  broogbt  to  bear  upon  the  local 
Tillagers,  who  were  bringing  in  grain  and  bJtoosa.     In  the  Logar 


D,g,t7„lb,.GOOgIC 


Beginning  of  December  Troubles.  187 

Talley  oar  OoTemoT  has  been  defied,  and  the  snpplies  wbidi  were 
pooriag  IB  from  that  district  have  almost  entirely  eeaaed.  We 
still  want  aboat  16,000  msondB  of  wheat  and  50,000  manndB  of 
hhooK,,  and  as  we  are  anxioas  to  get  it  all  in  befcve  the  snow  CoUb, 
it  has  been  determined  to  attack  Uie  tribal  bands  and  once  more 
open  the  road.  If  onr  snpplies  were  collected,  we  should  probably 
have  left  Mahomed  Jan  alone  until  he  had  got  a  large  force  to- 
gether, and  then  have  gone  ont  to  meet  him.  General  Matcher- 
■on  has  halted  to-day  at  AoBhahr,  as  a  plan  has  been  oarefally 
prepared  by  which  it  is  hoped  Mahomed  Jan's  "  army  "  will  be 
forced  to  fight.  In  the  oarrying  out  of  this  plan,  two  separata 
forces  will  be  employed — the  second  brigade,  onder  General 
Baker,  being  now  at  Charasia  with  secret  orders.  This  force  is 
made  np  m  follows,  and  is  a  "  fiying  oolnmn  "  in  the  tme  sense 
of  the  word : — 

460  of  the  92Dd  Highlanders  ; 
460  of  the  6th  Punjab  In&ntry ; 

6  troops  of  the  6th  Punjab  Cavalry ; 

4  gnna  of  No.  2  Mountain  Battery ; 

7th  company    Sappers  and  Miners  (detachment  with  gnn- 
cotton). 

General  Macpherson  will  to-morrow  march  np  the  Chardeh 
Valley  and  endeavoar  to  get  between  the  enemy  and  the  road 
leading  to  the  Unai  Pass,  so  as  to  cut  off  their  retreat  towards 
Bamian.  General  Baker,  moving  in  sympathy  with  the  Chardeh 
Force,  will  leave  Charasia  and  make  a  feint  of  going  np  the  Logar 
Valley.  This  intention  will  be  openly  proclaimed;  bat,  after 
leaving  Charasia  a  few  miles  in  rear,  he  will  torn  sharply  to  the 
sonth-west  and  throw  himself  across  the  Ghazni  Boad  below  Beni- 
Badam,  ontting  off  Mahomed  Jan's  retreat  to  Ghazni.  The 
6,000  men  said  to  have  assembled  wonld  then  be  practically  anoom- 
passed  about,  and,  being  unable  to  ran  away,  they  wonld  probably 
make  a  stout  resistaaoe.  If  General  Macpherson  can  only  keep 
them  in  play  and  get  well  above  them  in  the  Bamian  direction, 
blinding  them  to  the  movements  of  the  other  colamn,  we  shall  at 
last  be  able  to  pnnish  the  Ardal  Paltan  right  smartly.  Onr 
information  leads  as  to  expect  that  Mahomed  Jan  will  fight.    He 


D,g,t7„lb,.GOOgIC 


i88  Tlie  Afghan  War,  1879—80. 

certaicl;  held  on  to  the  heights  above  CaWl,  even  after  we  had 
reached  Beoi  Hiaaar  on  October  7th ;  and,  perhaps,  his  courage 
may  be  equal  to  again  resisting  ns.  The  detachment  of  so  many 
men  has,  of  conrse,  weakened  the  garrison  of  Sherpnr,  and  the 
Onides,  Garalry,  and  Infantry  have  been  ordered  np  &om  Jngdul- 
Inck  in  consequence.  They  will  probably  arrive  in  a  day  or  two. 
The  Eohistanis  have  not  veotared  to  display  farther  hostility  to 
08,  bnt  Mir  Bntcha  still  keeps  about  him  a  gathering  of  discon- 
tented men,  and  may  try  to  join  Mahomed  Jan  at  Maidan.  Amid 
all  thia  tribal  diatnrbance  it  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  the  Ghil- 
zais,  Lnghmanis,  Shinwarie,  and  Afridis  on  oar  line  of  eommnni- 
oations  with  India  are  still  qniet :  whether  SQspioionsly  so,  I  can- 
not say.  Beyond  the  cntting  of  the  telegraph  wire  between 
Dakka  and  Jellalabad  occasionally,  they  seem  to  be  on  their  best 
behavioar. 

lllA  December. 
The  strategical  more  of  two  columns  ost  of  onr  oantonment 
here,  to  disperse  Mahomed  Jan's  force,  has  had  a  most  nnexpected 
result.  The  enemy  have  beaten  ua  at  oar  own  game — ^has  ont- 
man<BDTred  us — and,  inatead  of  Mahomed  Jan  being  a  fogitive, 
he  ia  oalmly  ocoapying  the  peaks  to  the  south  of  the  Bala  Hissar 
Ridge,  and  his  standarda  are  flying  in  sight  of  Cabal  and  all  the 
conotry  round.  We  hare  bees  complaining  of  want  of  excite- 
ment here  lately,  but  to-day  has  giren  us  more  than  onr  fill.  I 
explained  in  my  last  letter  that  Brigadier  Macpherson  moved  out, 
on  Monday,  to  Eila  Aoshahr,  just  throogh  the  Cabnl  gorge  and  at 
the  eastern  end  of  the  Chardeh  Valley ;  while  Brigadier  Baker, 
on  the  following  day,  marched  to  Cbaraeia,  and  intended  catting 
o£F  Mahomed  Jan'a  retreat,  on  the  Gbazni  Road,  at  Maidan,  Yes- 
terday the  force  ander  General  Macpherson  left  Eila  Aoshahr  at 
dawn ;  four  guns  of  F-A,  Royal  Horse  Artillery,  with  an  escort  of 
two  aqaadrons  of  eavalty,  drawn  from  the  9th  Lancers  and  the 
14th  Bengal  Lancers,  remaining  on  the  camping-ground,  with 
orders  to  check  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  if  they  tamed  towards 
Cabnl.  The  infantry,  with  four  mountain  guns  and  a  aqnadron 
of  the  14th  Bengal  Lancera,  under  Colonel  Boas,  took  the  Kohistan 
Road  and  finally  gained  the  Surkh  Eotal — a  ridge  running  down 
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'from  the  Pagliman  Bange,  and  dividing  Chsrdeh  from  the  Eoh- 
ItamaD,  the  celebrated  "  fruit  ooantry  "  of  Kohistan.  The  chief 
object  of  General  Macpberaoo  waa  to  bead  back  Mahomed  Jan, 
who  was  reported  to  be  making  for  Kobistan,-  in  order  to  anite  his 

.force  with  the  bands  gathered  by  Mir  Bntcba  at  Ehoja  Serai.  The 
14th  Bengal  Lancers  were  sent  forward  to  reconnoitre  on  the 
Pnghman  plain  to  the  north  of  the  hoUil,  and  they  soon  found 
themselreB  in  the  foce  of  aereral  thonsand  men  near  Kils  Karez. 
The  whole  conntry  seemed  oorered  with  masses  of  armed  tribeBmen, 
and  on  every  low  hill  banners  were  fiying.  The  infantry  halted  on 
the  Snrkh  Kotal  while  the  baggage  came  np,  and  preparations  were 
made  for  dispersing  the  Kohistanis,  who  were  plainly  on  the  way 
to  swell  Mahomed  Jan's  gathering.  As  Macpherson's  force  formed 
ap  on  the  kotal,  the  enemy  advanced  very  confidently,  and  our 
cavalry  were  obliged  to  fall  back.  Two  mountain  guns  were  got 
into  action,  and  a  few  shells  broke  np  the  most  advanced  bodies. 
A  BufBcient  guard  was  lefli  over  the  baggage,  and  General  Mac- 
pherson  then  attacked  with  the  following  infantry  :  four  companies 
67th  Foot ;  six  companies  6th  Qhoorkas ;  three  companies  8rd 
Sikhs — two  monntain  guns  moving  with  them.  The  enemy  broke 
and  fied  in  confusion  as  soon  as  our  rifies  began  to  make  good 
practice.  There  was  one  hill,  defended  by  sunqars,  at  which  a  few 
ghazis  tried  to  make  a  stand ;  but  the  67th  were  not  to  be  denied, 
and  they  raced  up  it  in  fine  form,  driving  out  its  defenders  very 
smartly.  The  5th  Ghoorkas  took  by  a  rush  a  hill  on  the  extreme 
left,  and  the  8rd  Sikhs,  in  assailing  another  bill,  were  ecinally  suc- 
cflssfnl;  bat  two  fanatics  jumped  over  the  mtigars  and  charged 
upon  the  men  nearest  to  them,  sword  in  hand.  They  wounded  two 
sepoys,  and  then  mshed  back  to  their  comrades.  The  guns  shelled 
the  Kohifltanis  as  they  streamed  away  up  the  valley,  and  the  cavalry, 
dismounted,  also  fired  at  a  few  hundred  yards  into  them.  The 
watercourses  and  enclosures  prevented  the  Lancers  charging.  The 
Kohistanis,  who  were  commanded  by  Mir  Butcha  in  person,  lost 
heavily  ;  many  bodies  were  found  on  the  ground  by  our  men,  and 
many  of  the  dead  were  seen  to  be  carried  off.  Our  casualties  were 
— one  man  67th,  two  Ghoorkas,  and  fonr  of  the  3rd  Sikhs,  all 
wounded.  Major  Fitz-Hugh,  commanding  the  Qhoorkas,  received 
a  slight  flesh-wonnd  from  a  bullet  in  the  right  leg.     He  was  not 
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80  bsdly  hurt  as  to  be  incapacitated  firom  duty,  though,  at  the 
Lienteitant-Qeneial's  request,  he  has  since  remained  in  canton- 
ments.  Having  thrashed  Mir  Bntcha,  General  MacphersoD 
encamped  for  the  night  at  Mahomed  Snrwar  Ehan's  Kila,  dose  to 
Eila  Karez,  ready  to  deal  with  Mahomed  Jan  on  the  following  day. 
The  presence  of  a  Urge  force  of  sepojra  and  tribesmen  at  and  near 
Argandeh,  on  the  Gbazni  Boad,  14  miles  from  Sherpnr,  was  known 
beyond  donbt :  and  General  Macphereon's  aim  was  to  get  between 
them  and  the  Unai  Pass  leading  to  Bsmi&n,  so  as  to  drive  them 
down  towards  Maidan,  where  General  Baker  was  waiting  with  960 
infantry,  five  troops  of  the  6th  Punjab  Cavalry,  and  four  moon- 
tain  gans.  There  was  a  chance  that  Mahomed  Jan  would  break 
back  into  the  Chardeh  Valley,  towards  Cabal,  bat  it  was  not 
believed  that  he  had  with  him  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  do 
any  mischief  in  that  direction.  He  had,  however,  double  the  force 
reported  (5,000),  and  was  sufficiently  confident  to  take  the  bold 
step  of  entering  the  valley.  Whether  he  contemplated  an  attaek 
npon  Sherpur,  knowing  there  was  nothing  between  him  and  the 
cantonments,  except  a  small  party  of  cavalry  and  four  guns,  is  not 
knovm ;  but  if  he  had  leamt  the  weakness  of  the  place,  such  an 
attempt  was  highly  probable.  In  any  case,  while  General  Mao- 
pherson  marched  from  his  camp  at  the  fort,  where  he  had  passed 
the  night,  and  took  the  path  to  Argandeh  behind  a  range  of  hills 
running  right  aorosa  the  Chardeh  Valley  from  the  Surkh  Eotal, 
the  enemy,  to  the  nnmber  of  at  least  10,000,  debouched  into  the 
villages  on  the  Cabal  side  of  the  range,  and  waited  there  the  move- 
ments  of  oar  troops.  They  were  rewarded  for  their  mantBavre  by 
tiie  appearance  of  the  Horse  Artillery  guns  and  their  small  escort  - 
of  cavalry,  making  their  way  to  join  the  infantry  at  Argandeh. 
This  movement  of  our  guns  and  the  after-events,  which  have  been 
extremely  serions,  can  best  be  explained  by  following  the  action  of 
the  cavalry  from  the  evening  of  yesterday. 

The  four  Horse  Artillery  guns,  under  Major  Smith  Windham, 
were,  as  I  have  said,  left  at  Eila  Aoshahr  with  an  escort  of  cavalry. 
They  were  ordered  to  move  this  morning  along  the  Argandeh  Road 
to  rejoin  the  infantry,  and  they  started,  with  this  object  in  view, 
□nder  the  commaDd  of  Colonel  Gordon,  R.A.  Brigadier  Massy, 
with  another  squadron  of  the  9th  Lancers,  from  Sherpur,  over- 
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took  thdtn  soon  after  starting,  and  took  command  of  the  whole. 
He  had  theo  as  escort  to  the  fonr  gana  of  F'A,  170  troopers  of 
the  9th  Lancers  (nnder  Lieatenant-Colonel  Cleland)  and  44  aowars 
of  the  14th  Bengal  Lsneers  (nnder  Captain  Nerille),  or  a  total 
strength  of  214  lanees.  A  troop  of  the  9th  Lancers  (48  strong), 
under  Captain  Bntson,  had  been  sent  off  by  Oeneral  Massy  to 
open  commnnioation,  if  possible,  with  Qeneral  Maopherson.  Gen- 
eral Massy  made  Eila  Eazi  on  the  Qhazni  Road  his  objective  point, 
that  being  about  4  miles  distant ;  and  he  reached  this  withoat 
incident.  Joat  after  it  had  been  passed,  however,  his  adv&noe- 
gnard,  which  oonnsted  of  a  troop  of  the  9th  Lancers  nnder 
Captain  Oon^,  reported  the  enemy  in  sight  on  the  hills  in  front. 
It  soon  became  apparent  that  the  Afghans  had  thrown  themselveB 
across  the  A^andeh  Boad,  bnt  as  only  2,000  or  8,000  appeared 
in  sight,  it  was  thought  they  were  fugitives  flying  either  from 
OeneTsl  Macpherson  or  General  Baker.  As  they  began  streandng 
down  from  Uie  hills  Geueral  Massy  got  his  gnns  into  action  at 
8,900  yards,  which  range,  at  Colonel  Gordon's  snggestion,  was 
changed  to  2,600,  and  2,000  yards,  the  guns  advancing  towards 
the  left  to  make  their  fire  more  effective.  After  a  few  shells  had 
been  fired,  the  enemy  showed  themselves  in  full  force  and  advanced 
in  skirmishing  order  upon  the  gnns  and  cavalry.  Their  line  of 
advance  was  folly  two  miles  in  extent,  and  was  of  good  formation. 
There  were  about  4,000  men  thus  extended  in  the  shape  of  a 
orescent,  and  in  rear  of  them  was  an  irregular  body,  nnmbering 
6,000  more.  Thus  Mahomed  Jan's  force  was  fonnd  to  be  10,000 
strong,  instead  of  6,000.  It  was  admirably  led,  and  boasted 
thirty  or  forty  standards,  mostly  common  red,  white,  or  green 
cloth  floating  at  the  end  of  a  nde  staff  12  or  18  feet  long. 
Thongh  the  shells  from  the  four  gnns  were  pitched  into  the  thick 
of  the  enemy,  no  eSeet  was  prodnced  in  the  way  of  breaking  the 
line  of  advance.  It  never  wavered,  but  came  steadily  on ;  and 
as  General  Massy  had  no  infantry  with  him,  he  was  obliged  to 
retire.  The  guns  changed  position  "  right  back,"  and  re-opened 
fire  at  1,700  yards.  Bullets  from  Snider  and  Enfield  rifles  began 
dropping  among  the  cavalry  and  the  gunners,  but  no  casnalties 
of  any  moment  occurred.  Thirty  of  the  9th  Lancers  dismounted 
and  opened  fire  with  their  Martini  carbines,  bat  the  enemy  weie 
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too  DDmerons  to  be  checked  by  so  small  a  body  of  men — a 
regiment  of  in&Diry  was  wbat  was  required.  Wliile  the  artillery 
was  thas  in  action,  Sir  F.  Roberts  and  Staff,  with  Sir  Michael 
Kennedy  and  party,  joined  General  Massy,  having  ridden  out  from 
Sherpnr  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  brigade.  The  fire  from 
the  steadily-adTanoing  Une  of  the  enemy  was  well  sustained,  and 
to  check  their  forward  movement  and  cover  the  retirement  of  the 
.gnns  the  cavalry  were  ordered  to  charge. 

When  General  Roberts  sent  instnictions  to  Cteneral  Massy  to 
order  the  Lancers  to  charge,  as  the  enemy  were  approaching 
'dangeronsly  near  to  the  gnns,  Colonel  Cleland,  with  one  sqoadron 
of  the  9th  Lanoere  (126  lances),  was  directly  in  fiice  of  the 
Afghan  Hne,  with  the  44  sowars  of  the  14th  Bengal  Lancers  in 
rear,  some  distance  nearer  the  gnns.  The  other  troops  of  Uie 
9th  (44  lances)  nnder  Captain  Coogh,  which  had  been  acting  as 
the  advanoe-gnard,  were  away  on  General  Massy's  right  flank, 
watching  the  Afghans  in  that  direction.  When  the  charge  was 
floanded  Colonel  Cleland  led  bis  squadron  straight  at  the  advanc- 
ing masBes,  the  14th  Bengal  Lancers  following  in  his  wake,  bnt 
not  close  np,  as  the  order  to  charge  had  not  reached  them  so 
quickly.  Captain  Goi^;;h,  with  his  troop  of  the  9th,  seeing  his 
Colonel  charging,  also  took  bis  men  into  action  on  the  enemy's 
left  flank.  Some  220  men  against  10,000  were  odds  that  coold 
.scarcely  be  expected  to  tnm  in  our  favonr  ;  bnt  the  Lancers  had 
to  risk  a  heavy  loea  in  the  hope  of  saving  the  gnns.  The  three 
bodies  of  men  disappeared  in  a  doad  of  dnet  as  they  headed  for 
the  masses  of  the  enemy,  and  nothing  coold  be  seen  for  a  few 
moments  of  the  fight.  Then  riderless  horses  came  galloping 
hack,  followed  by  scattered  parties  of  troopers,  evidently  qnite  ont 
of  hand.  They  had  been  received  with  a  terrific  fire,  which  had 
killed  many  horses  and  men,  and,  npon  trying  to  force  their  way 
through  the  enemy,  had  been  snrrounded  and  their  progress 
blocked  by  sheer  weight  of  nnmbera.  Men  and  horses  went 
down  in  the  tnilit,  and,  once  down,  there  was  bat  a  faint  chance 
of  being  rescned.  In  one  or  two  instances,  however,  men  were 
draped  from  under  their  dead  horses,  monnted  on  others,  and  got 
well  away  out  of  the  ruck.*  Even  among  Sir  F.  Boberts's  party 
*  The  Cbaplain  of  lli«  Fot««,  tbs  Ke*.  —  Aduns,  *■■  reeommtodad  for  IIm  TiotorU 
Cnm  for  eitriciting  odo  tDM,  andeT  >  \vt.Tj  fire. 
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watching  the  fight,  hullets  fell  thickly,  killing  three  or  four  horses 
under  their  riders  and  wonnding  others.  When  the  dast  cleared 
away,  it  was  seen  that  the  cavalry  charge  had  made  no  impression 
npoD  the  enemy,  who  were  still  advancing  steadily  across  the  fields, 
waving  their  knivee  and  tvlwart,  and  carrying  their  banners  more 
prondly  than  ever.  Mounted  men  were  galloping  ahont  from 
end  to  end  of  their  line,  directing  their  movements  and  keeping 
them  well  together.  The  fire  from  their  Sniders  and  Enfields 
was  deliberate  and  well-directed  ;  and  though  any  of  oar  English 
regiments  woold  with  their  Martinis  have  checked  them  in  a  few 
tninntes,  the  hroken  ranks  of  the  cavalry  could  not  hope  to  stand 
against  them.  The  9tb  Lancers  had  suffered  terribly  in  the 
charge :  sixteen  of  their  troopers,  with  two  officers  (Lieutenants 
Heareey  and  Bicardo),  had  been  left  on  the  ground,  dead ;  their 
colonel  had  come  out  badly  wounded  by  a  sword-cut  and  a  shot 
through  the  side ;  Lieutenant  Stewart  Mackensie  bad  been 
disabled  by  his  horse  rolling  over  him ;  and  seven  troopers  had 
received  wounds  more  or  less  severe.  It  was  Colonel  Cleland's 
squadron  which  was  so  shattered  in  this  charge.  This  squadron 
having  lost  its  officers,  and  being  broken  up  by  the  bad  ground, 
got  out  of  hand ;  but  Captain  Oough's  troop,  being  more  fortunate, 
served  as  a  rallying  point ;  while  the  14th  Bengal  Lancers,  not 
getting  well  into  the  enemy,  as  a  nullah  checked  tiiem,  were  kept 
compactly  together.  The  "  rally "  was  sounded,  and  Colonel 
Macgregor  and  other  ofGceiB  of  the  General's  party  collected  the 
Lancers  together,  while  two  guns  advanced  400  or  500  yards,  and 
re-opened  fire.  The  squadron  of  the  14th  Bengal  Lancers  had 
lost  but  one  officer.  Lieutenant  Forbes  (whose  body  is  still 
missing),  and  with  Captain  Oough's  troop  of  the  9th  were  able 
still  to  keep  between  the  gnne  and  the  enemy,  now  only  1,000 
yards  off.  A  second  charge  of  these  two  troops,  together  with  all 
the  troopers  who  hod  been  collected,  was  ordered,  but  it  was  made 
iu  a  half-hearted  way,  the  country  being  of  extraordinary  difficulty 
for  horses,  and  the  enemy  swarming  behind  every  tree  and  the 
banks  of  the  higher  water- channels. 

As  Major  Smith-Windham  was  retiring  with  his  two  guns, 
which  had  been  advanced  after  the  first  charge,  he  found  one  of 
the   other  two  guns  stuck  firmly  in   a  watercourse.  Lieutenant 
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Hatcij  trying  vainly  to  drag  it  oot  with  Boch  horses  as  had  got  oTer. 
Thia  was  found  to  be  beyond  the  strength  of  the  horses,  already 
worn  oDt  by  the  severe  work  of  the  morning  ;  and  as  the  enemy 
were  dosing  aroond  on  both  sides  the  gnn  was  spiked  and 
abandoned.  Lieatenant  Hardy  was  killed  by  a  shot  throngh  the 
head  while  near  this  gun.  The  other  three  gona  had  been  got 
400  or  SOO  yards  farther  on  to  the  village  of  Baghwana,  bnt  were 
stopped  by  a  channel  deeper  and  steeper  than  any  yet  croSBed. 
Gane,  men,  and  horses  floondered  into  this,  and  the  gnns  at  least 
would  not  come  oat  again  ;  they,  also,  were  spiked  and  left  in  the  ' 
water  and  mnd,  and  drivers  and  ganners  moved  off  with  the 
cavalry,  the  villagers  firing  rapidly  apon  £hem.  The  long  line  of 
the  enemy  came  straight  on,  passed  throngh  the  village,  shriekiDg 
and  waving  their  kaivee,  and  pat  their  faces  towarda  the  Nannchi 
Eotal,  which  leads  from  the  Chardeh  Valley  to  the  western  gate 
of  oar  cantonments.  Sir  F.  Roberts, .  with  a  small  escort,  had 
gone  across  coantry  towards  the  village  of  Defamazang,  oom- 
manding  the  western  entrance  to  the  Cabal  got^.  He  had  sest 
nrgent  messages  to  General  Macpheraon  to  hasteo  down  Uie 
vaUey,  and  the  Brigadier  was  soon  engaged  with  2,000  men,  left 
behind  by  Mahomed  Jan  to  keep  him  in  play.  The  cavalry  fight 
had  been  watched  throngh  telescopes  by  several  officers  with 
General  Macpherson,  who  had  heard  the  artillery  fire.  Sending 
his  baggage  ander  a  strong  gaard  of  in&ntry,  and  a  squadron  of 
the  14th  Bengal  Lancers,  ander  Cobnel  Boas,  by  way  of  tite  upper 
road  nearest  Kohistan,  General  Macpherson  marched  throngh  a 
break  in  the  hills  and  debouched  into  the  Chardeh  Valley.  The 
appearance  of  his  troops  away  in  their  rear  seems  to  have 
influenced  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  who  turned  off  from  the 
toad  to  Sherpnr,  and,  swinging  their  left  flank  round,  made  direct 
for  Dehmaznng,  with  the  evident  intention  of  getting  into  the 
city  and  occupying  the  Bala  Hissar  Heights  above  it.  General 
Roberts,  upon  seeing  the  new  movement,  sent  off  a  message  by 
his  aide-de-camp.  Captain  Pole-Carew,  to  Brigadier  Hugh  Goagb, 
commanding  at  Sherpnr,  ordering  200  men  of  the  72nd  Hi(^- 
lauders  to  doable  out  to  the  gorge. 

After  the  second  charge,  in  which  the  9th  Lancers  lost  several 
men  shot  down,  Captain  Gough's  troop  did  rear-gaard  work,  dis- 
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monntisg  and  filing,  bo  ae  to  hold  the  enemy  a  little  in  check.  Only 
BQch  Lancere  as  were  wounded,  or  had  their  borsea  disabled,  were 
weaA  back  to  Sherpor,  b;  way  of  the  Manoohi  Eotal,  the  rest  eBcort- 
ing  General  BobertB  to  Dehmaznog.  Once  the  broken  aqoadroQ 
of  the  9th  were  got  together,  they  settled  down  resolutely  to  their 
irork  of  keeping  the  enemy  in  play,  and  their  carbines  were  nsed 
with  good  efleot  until  Debmazung  was  reached.  Here  the;  got 
cover,  and,  with  the  sowars  of  the  14th,  opened  a  smart  fire  apon 
Mahomed  Jan's  force  as  it  streamed  np  towards  Cabal.  Alone 
and  nnaided  they  could  not  have  hoped  to  stem  the  rash,  and 
matters  were  at  a  crisis  when  Colouel  Brownlow,  with  the  200 
rifles  of  the  72nd  Highlanders,  arrired.  The  Highlanders  were 
in  the  nick  of  time  :  Colonel  Brownlow  doubled  out  a  company  to 
occupy  Dehmaznng,  the  dth  cheering  them  lustily  as  they  saw  the 
welcome  relief,  and  soon  from  "Csm  roofs  and  walla  of  the  village 
rapid  volleys  were  being  poured  into  the  Afghan  ranks.  The 
enemy  streamed  down  upon  the  village  "  like  .ants  on  a  hill,"  as  a 
Highlander  d^cribed  it,  but  Colonel  Brownlow's  admirable 
dispositioa  of  hia  handful  of  Highlanders  soon  checked  the  rush. 
The  men  were  told  not  to  throw  away  a  shot ;  the  Martinis  soon 
blazed  out  in  one  persistent  line  of  fire — and  such  a  fire,  that  even 
ghazis  shrank  from  encountering  it.  In  less  than  half  an  hour 
the  enemy  were  forced  back,  and  they  then  split  up  into  two 
parts — one  going  on  to  the  sonUi,  to  Indikee  village,  and  thence 
scaling  the  Takht-i-Shah  Peak  and  the  heights  to  the  south  of 
the  Bala  Hiesar  fortified  ridge,  the  other  facing  round  to  the  west, 
•s  if  to  get  upon  the  hills  south  of  Eila  Kazi.  Their  entrance  into 
Cabal  had  been  frustrated,  and  all  that  was  left  to  them  was  to 
raise  their  standards  on  the  hills  they  had  occupied  and  flonrish 
their  knives  in  defiance  at  distant  Sherpur.  This  they  did,  as  we 
oould  see  plainly  enough  through  our  binoculars. 

In  the  meantime  General  Macpherson  had  fallen  upon  a  large 
body  of  A^hans  higher  up  the  valley,  and  with  the  67th  Begiment 
and  th6  8rd  Sikha  had  completely  broken  their  ranks  and  pursued 
them  towards  Argandeh.  General  Macpherson  did  not  then  know 
of  the  losa  of  the  grtna,  but  in  facing  round  towards  Cabnl  he 
came  upon  the  acene  of  the  oha^e,  and  was  then  able  to  recover 
the  bodies  of  Lieutenants  Hearse;  and  Bioardo  and  of  the  troopers 
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killed  in  action.  Hia  own  loss  was  not  beav;,  Lieutenant  Cook  of 
the  8rd  Sikhe  being  the  only  officer  woanded.  Sir  F.  Boberts 
lemained  at  Dehmaznng  until  Macpherson's  force  reached  it,  about 
nightfall ;  and  then,  leaviog  the  Brigadier  with  his  men  encamped 
below  the  gorge,  where  Wall  Mahomed  had  a  camp  with  some 
mountain  guns  (he  was  preparing  to  start  for  Turtdatan),  the 
Lieutenant-General  returned  to  Sherpar.  He  had  before  received 
the  news  that  the  guns  had  been  pulled  oat  of  the  watercourseB 
into  wbiob  thej  had  iallen,  and  were  on  their  way  to  cantonments. 
How  they  were  recovered,  well  deservee  telling. 

When  Sir  F.  Boberte  trotted  across  to  the  Cabal  gorge,  there 
were  Lancers,  gunners,  and  drivers,  making  their  way  towards 
Sherpdr,  and  most  of  tbem  were  out  of  hand,  their  officers  having 
been  either  put  out  of  action  or  being  missing.  At  the  Nanuchi 
Kotal,  being  the  western  end  of  Sherpar,  m<wt  of  these  rallied 
abont  Colonel  Macgregor,  Captain  Dean  also  having  gathered 
some  stragglers  together.  When  the  enemy  veered  off  towards 
Debmazung,  Colonel  Macgregor  saw  that  the  village  of  Baghwana, 
near  where  the  guns  were  lying,  was  not  guarded  I7  any  of 
Mahomed  Jan's  rear-guard,  and  he  tboagbt  there  might  be  a 
chance  of  recovering  the  gons  without  waiting  for  General  Mac- 
pherson's advance.  With  a  scratch  lot  of  Lancers  and  Artillety- 
men,  he  accordingly  followed  the  upper  Argandeh  Road ;  and, 
beyond  stray  shots  &om  villagers  (who,  as  on  October  8tb,  blazed 
at  us  whenever  we  were  within  range),  the  party  met  with  no 
opposition.  The  baggage  of  Macpherson's  brigade  was  met 
making  its  way  to  Sherpur ;  and  as  the  enemy  were  then  well  on 
their  way  to  Indikee,  Colonel  Macgregor  took  thirty  men  of  the 
67th,  and  about  the  same  number  of  Sikhs  and  Ghoorkas — sixty 
in  all — and,  extending  them  in  skirmishing  ord^r,  made  for  the 
abandoned  guns.  On  arriving  at  the  village  be  placed  his  men  in 
an  enclosure  well  adapted  for  defence  against  any  numbers ;  and 
such  artillerymen  as  were  with  him  set  to  work  to  get  out  the 
guns.  This  was  done  a^r  a  long  struggle,  and  then  it  was.fodnd 
that  teams  suf&cient  only  to  give  four  horses  per  gun  were  present. 
The  rest  had  galloped  into  Sherpur  with  their  officer.  Major 
Smith- Windham.  With  do  artillery  officer,  hut  with  the  Chief  of 
the  Staff,  rests  the  credit  of  recapturing  the  guns.     Colonel  Boss 


D,n,l.r,lb,.GOOgIC 


Anxiety  at  Sherpur.  197 

VAB  told  to  bring  them  safely  into  camp  with  the  baggage  eBCort 
and  the  scratch  gatberiDg  of  moanted  men,  and  this  he  did. 

Oar  losses  in  the  day's  action,  so  far  as  the  R.HJL.  and  the 
eavalry  are  concerned,  are  four  officers  killed,  two  wonnded,  and 
twenty-three  men  killed  and  ten  wonnded.  The  officers  killed 
and  wonnded  were  well  to  the  front  in  the  desperate  chai^  their 
sqnadrons  made  upon  the  unbrokea  masses  of  infantry,  and  most 
of  them  were  hit  by  the  volley  which  the  enemy  poured  into 
them  as  they  got  to  dose  quarters.  Golonbl  Cleland,  in  spite  of 
his  two  wounds,  was  helped  into  the  saddle  and  rode  eight  miles 
to  Sherpur,  fainting  as  he  was  lifted  from  his  horse  into  a  ditooWe 
at  the  gate.  The  bodies  of  those  killed  were  brought  in,  and,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  they  had  been  fearfully  mntilated.  The  passions 
of  onr  men  are  likely  to  be  dangeionely  aroused  in  future  fighting 
by  the  remembrance  of  these  mutilations,  which  will  not  bear 
description. 

In  Sherpur,  an  anzions  afternoon  was  passed.  When  stragglers 
from  the '9th  Lancers  and  F-A  battery  rode  in,  wounded,  mad- 
splashed,  and  many  without  lances  or  swords,  it  was  known  that 
a  serious  action  had  taken  place,  and  all  troops  in  the  cantonment 
were  ordered  to  stand  to  their  arms.  Major  Smith-Windham, 
with  half  a  dozen  drivers  of  F-A  battery,  was  the  first  officer  to 
arrive ;  and  when  no  guns  followed  him,  and  he  reported  them 
"spiked  and  abandoned,"  and  the  enemy  advancing  towards 
Sherpur  in  overwhelming  force,  the  anxiety  of  Brigadier  Hugh 
Goagb  was  greatly  increased.  No  gnnner  wonld  leave  his  guns 
if  there  were  a  chance  of  recovering  them,  and  they  were  given  up 
for  lost.  The  western  wall  of  the  cantonments  was  manned  by 
150  of  the  8rd  Sikhs.  At  its  northern  end,  where  there  is  a  gap 
between  it  and  the  Bemam  hills  defended  by  a  shelter  trench, 
wire  entanglements  were  laid  down  &om  the  foot  of  the  hill  to 
the  end  of  the  wall.  All  the  gates  were  occupied  by  small 
detachments  of  infontry,  and  the  two  remaining  Horse  Artillery 
guns  were  placed  upon  the  Bemaru  Heights  facing  towards  the 
Nanachi  ^>tal  leading  to  Chardeh.  If  an  attack  were  really 
aboat  to  be  made,  it  wonld  be  sharp  work  defending  the  three 
miles  of  walls  enclosing  the  cantonments,  as  less  than  1,000  men 
were  available  for  the  duty;  bat  the  news  that  Mahomed  Jan 
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with  his  10,000  followers  had  tamed  off  towards  the  Cabal  gorge 
dissipated  the  anxiety  felt ;  and  when,  later,  the  fire  of  the  72nd 
HighUoders  was  heard  at  Dehmazting  and  then  died  awby,  every- 
one knew  Sherpor  was  safe.  It  was  ticklish  work  for  the  time 
being;  but  Brigadier  Goagh  made  his  arrangements  quietly, 
and  withoat  hstening  to  any  absnrd  sn^estions.  As  a  pre- 
caationary  measure,  a  heliogram  was  sent  to  Colonel  Jenldna, 
commanding  the  Onides,  who  had  reached  Lnttabnnd  from  Sei 
Baba  in  the  morning  :  he  was  ordered  to  come  in  with  his  cavalry 
and  infantry,  withoat  baggage.  At  seven  o'clook  we  heard  he  was 
at  Batkhak,  and  as  I  am  writing  (at  midnight)  his  corps  is  march- 
ing in  over  700  strong — 200  more  will  arrive  to-morrow  with  the 
baggage.  Sir  F.  Boberts,  after  sending  up  200  of  the  72nd  High- 
landers to  reinforce  the  picqaet  on  the  Bala  Hissar  Heights,  rode 
into  cantonments,  within  the  walls  of  which  all  is  made  snag  for 
the  night.  The  reinforcement  to  the  picqaet  was  caused  by  the 
belief  that  Mahomed  Jan  woald  attempt  to  occnpy  the  heights 
commanding  the  Bala  Hissar  and  Cabal,  and  there  is  no  donbt 
this  was  his  intention.  Since  seven  o'clook  the  picqaet  has  been 
assailed  on  all  sides,  and  even  now  the  circle  of  fire  shows  where 
the  260  British  soldiers  are  holding  their  own. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 


Attempt  to  rtorm  Uw  Trtbt-i-BluJi  P«k— N.tund  Strength  of  th«  Pomtion— HeliognoM 
ezohugsd  witii  Oenanl  Biker— Fulnn  to  tik«  the  F«Kk— CuiultiM— The  New 
Flui  of  AttMk— The  Aotion  of  tiis  ISth  of  Dsoembai— Stonaing  A  tlu  Bail 
Hinai  Sidge  b?  the  B2iid  HighUnden  uid  the  Onidw— The  Cknlrj  Chtigea  in  tbe 
FUin— Dwth  of  Captun  Bateon— The  Fcntion  of  Affiun  >t  Kight&tll—IUiiiforoe. 
menti  fiom  EohistaD — The  Aotion  of  Deeembei  I4th— StonniDg  of  the  AudiI 
Heights— Betreat  of  the  Bifii— Captun  Touaden'i  Chuge— Ooontar-Attaali  hj  tlie 
Bnemj  from  Indikee— Death  of  Captain  Bpana,  and  Betirement  from  the  Caneal 
Hill— Uaa  of  Two  HonntiOn  Ghina— Withdrawal  of  all  Troopa  from  the  Annai  and 
Sherderwan  Height*— The  State  of  the  Shaipor  DarBnew— l^tal  Ouoaltia*. 

Shbrpiir,  12(A  Dtctmher,  mAmghU 
I  LKFT  Mahomed  Jan  and  his  followers  in  poeseBsion  of  the  M<ff 
to  the  sooth  of  the  Sherderwasa  Heights,  with  a  part  of  Oeneral 
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MacphereoD'B  brigade  od  tbe  latter,  ready  to  attack  him.  To-da;a 
party  of  560  men,  made  np  in  nearly  equal  proportioas  from  the 
67th  Foot,  72Dd  Highlanders,  8rd  Sikhs,  and  6th  Qhoorkae,  aided 
b;  two  guns  of  Morgan's  monntain  battery,  have  made  that  attack, 
and  haye  established  tbemselTes  on  a  lower  hill  between  the 
Sherderwaza  Heights  and  the  high  conical  peak  of  Takht-i-Shah, 
whereon  the  enemy  muster  in  great  force  and  hare  sixteen 
standards  flying.  This  peak  is  the  highest  of  the  clump  of 
moantains  south  of  Cabul  and  lying  between  the  city  and  Chsraeia, 
and  was  the  point  whence  Captain  Stjraton  tried  to  heliograph  to 
the  Shtttatgardan  in  the  early  days  of  our  occupation.  It  is  cone- 
shaped,  looked  at  from  Sherpnr,  and  on  its  sonthem  side  joins  a 
ridge  running  southwards  above  the  village  of  Indikee.  The  sides 
facing'  Cabul  are  very  steep,  and  covered  with  huge  boulders 
polished  by  wind  and  rain,  and  of  a  kind  to  check  any  Btorming 
party.  Perfect  cover  is  afforded  to  men  holding  it,  and  on  the 
summit  is  a  well-boilt  suTtgar  of  great  thickness,  covering  a 
natural  cavity  in  the  rocks  which  has  been  made  bomb-proof  by 
some  Afghan  engineer,  who  understood  the  strength  of  the  point. 
Fifty  men  could  lie  in  perfect  security  behind  the  sungar  or  in  the 
hole  below  it,  and  could  choose  their  own  tiine  for  firing  at  an 
advancing  enemy.  Outside  the  sungar,  and  a  little  lower  down,  is 
a  cave,  wherein  another  strong  body  of  men  could  hide  themselves 
and  act  in  a  similar  way,  while  their  flank  to  the  left  would  be 
goarded  by  a  broken  line  of  roeke  extending  down  to  the  kotal, 
where  the  Bala  Hissor  Bidge  meets  them.  Just  between  the  two 
ranges  is  s  low,  dome-shaped  hill,  blocking  up  the  otherwise  open 
kotal;  and  round  this  a  footpath  winds,  leading  to  the  aungar, 
but  so  narrow  aa  only  to  admit  of  men  going  np  in  Indian  file. 
The  enemy  occupied  this  morning  the  Takht-i-Shah  Peak  and  the 
line  of  rocks  I  have  mentioaed,  and  had  also  a  few  score  of  men  on 
the  lower  hiU  in  the  kotal.  Away  on  the  sonth,  hidden  from  our 
view,  were  some  5,000  or  6,000  men,  waiting  for  an  attack  to 
develop,  in  order  to  reinforce  the  peak.  At  eight  o'clock  oui  guns 
opened  fire  from  the  picquet  on  the  ridge.  There  were  then  only 
seven  standards  on  the  peak,  but  during  the  day  nine  others  were 
brought  up ;  and  the  long  ridge,  stretching  downwards  to  Ben! 
Hissar,  was  lined  with  men.    These  were,  by  the  contour  of  the 
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gTonod,  safe  from  oar  Bhells,  and  ihey  quietly  watched  the  gnns 
all  da;.  From  ei^t  o'clock  antil  evening  Captain  Morgan  fired 
shell  after  shell  into  the  sungar  and  the  rocks  below.  The  enemy 
vere  of  quite  a  different  order  to  those  we  have  hitherto  had  to 
deal  with.  They  stood  ap  boldly  to  their  flags,  and  waved  their 
rifles  and  knives  in  derision  at  each  shot.  We  conld  not  spare 
more  infontry  for  the  attack,  as  we  had  to  protect  Sherpnr,  which, 
we  learnt,  was  to  be  attacked  by  EohistaniB  from  over  the  Paen 
Minar  Kotal,  north  of  the  lake.  The  city,  too,  was  known  to  be 
in  a  ferment,  and  a  demonstration  might  at  any  time  be  made 
from  it  against  onr  cantonment.  General  Baker  with  his  flying 
column  was  still  absent,  and  oar  object  was  rather  to  hold  the 
main  body  of  Mahomed  Jan'e  force  in  check,  than  try  to  disperse 
them  with  660  men.  At  nine  o'clock  heliographio  commanication 
was  opened  with  General  Baker,  then  on  the  Argandeh  Kotal, 
He  reported  that  his  rear-gnard  had  been  harassed  for  the  last  two 
days,  and  that  the  hills  in  all  directions  were  lined  with  tribesmen. 
He  was  ordered  to  march  withont  delay  to  Sherpnr,  and  it  was 
hoped  at  first  that  he  would  arrive  in  time  to  assist  General 
Macpherson  in  attacking  the  enemy's  position.  As  he  had  to 
march  fonrteen  miles  with  his  rear-gnard  engaged  from  time  to 
time,  he  did  not  reach  Sherpnr  until  evening,  so  his  troops,  foot- 
sore and  tired,  were  not  available. 

Afler  several  boors'  shelling  of  the  Takht-i-Shah  Peak,  the  67th, 
the  Highlanders,  Sikhs,  and  Ghoorkas  made  their  attack ;  and,  in 
spite  of  the  stubbornness  with  which  the  A^hans  fboght,  estab- 
lished themselves  on  the  low  hill  on  the  kotal.  They  tried  to 
work  upwards  to  the  sungar;  but  the  fire  of  the  Afghans  was  so 
true  and  sustained,  that  the  attempt  had  to  be  given  up.  Oar 
men  also  ran  short  of  ammunifion,  and  they  contented  themselves 
finally  with  holding  the  position  captured,  so  as  to  be  able  to 
oo-operate  on  the  morrow  with  any  force  sent  out  &om  Sherpor 
to  attack  by  way  of  Beni  Hissar  on  the  enemy's  Sank.  Oar 
oasoalties  included  Major  Cook,  V.C.,  6th  Ghoorkas,  shot  below 
the  knee ;  Lieutenant  Fasken,  8rd  Sikhs,  bullet  wound  in  both 
thighs ;  and  Lieutenant  Fergnsson,  72nd  Highlanders,  serionsly 
wounded  in  the  face.  The  enemy  this  evening  still  hold  the 
Takht-i-Shah  Peak  in  strength,  and  large  reinforcements  are  said 
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to  have  joined  ihem  from  Logar,  the  Ohllzais  from  that  diBtrict 
being  np  in  arms.  It  has  been  decided  to-night  to  send  a  brigade, 
under  General  Baker,  to  attack  the  peak  &om  Beni  Hiaoar  village 
to-m<»T0W  at  the  same  time  that  Colonel  Money,  of  the  3rd  Sikhs, 
moves  np  another  force  from  the  hill  on  the  kotal. 


18(A  December,  evening. 
To-day  the  Takht-i-Shah  Peak  has  been  carried,  and  a  strong 
picqnet  now  holds  it.  The  action  has  been  a  great  sucoess,  bnt 
there  are  still  large  bodies  of  the  enemy  above  Indikee  ;  and  as 
they  may  try  to  regain  the  position.  General  Macpherson  has 
abajidoned  Dehmaznng  altogether,  and  posted  his  brigade  on  the 
Sherderwasa  Heights.  At  eight  o'clock  this  morning  General 
Baker  left  oontonmeats  with  the  following  troops : — 

G-3,  Boyal  Artillery,  fbnr  gnus ; 
No.  2  Moontain  Battery,  fonr  guns ; 
92nd  Highlanders  (six  companies) ; 
Gnides'  Infantry  (Beveo  companies) ; 
3rd  Sikhs  (wing  of  800  men); 
6th  Pnnjab  Cavalry. 

Geperal  Baker  took  the  road  past  the  Bala  Hissar,  and,  npon 
debouching  into  the  plain  north  of  Beni  Hissar,  found  the  enemy 
posted  in  force  all  along  the  ridge  in  front,  leading  down  from  the 
Takbt-i-Shah  Peak.  Beni  Hissar  was  also  full  of  Afghans,  and 
in  the  fields  abont  it  were  detached  parties.  These,  seeing  oar 
force  advancing,  began  to  stream  towards  the  ridge,  and  the 
original  plan  of  attack  was  bo  for  modified  that,  instead  of  work- 
ing ronnd  through  Beni  EUssar  village,  the  Highlanders  and 
Guides  were  sent  straight  across  some  marshy  gronnd  at  the 
ridge.  The  object  in  view  was  to  cat  the  enemy's  line  in  two,  and 
it  was  attained  most  saccessfoUy.  Oar  eight  gans  opened  fire  at 
1,400  yards  apon  the  masses  of  Albans  on  the  ridge,  and  the 
shells  kept  under  the  musketry  fire  opened  upon  oar  infantry. 
The  3rd  Sikhs  protected  General  Baker's  left  flank,  while  the 
cavalry  aided  in  keeping  the  scattered  parties  about  Beni  Hissar 
in  check.    Nothing  could  be  finer  than  the  advance  of  the  92nd 
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ud  the  Cloidea ;  they  reached  the  slope  -  of  the  hill,  and  opened 
fin  upon  the  enemy,  one  contiDaed  roll  of  maeketry  being  heard 
as  they  pushed  upwards.  They  gained  the  crest,  and  the  Afghan 
line  was  severed,  about  2,000  being  left  abont  Beni  Hissar  while 
the  assault  was  made  upon  the  peak.  The  rapid  fire  from  our 
breech-loaders  swept  away  such  of  the  enemy  as  stood  firm,  while 
the  bayonet  made  short  work  of  the  ghazis  who  defended  the 
standards.  At  some  points  twenty  and  thirty  bodies  were  found 
lying  piled  together,  shot  through  and  through  by  Martini  and 
Snider  bnllets,  showing  how  well  the  volleys  bad  told.  In  a  very 
short  time  the  majority  opposed  to  the  storming  party  had  brokeu 
and  fled.  A  few  ghazis  fought  desperately,  but  upwards  went  th& 
Highlanders  in  the  same  gallant  style  they  had  shown  at  Charasia, 
and  under  the  same  leader,  Major  White.  The  Goides,  under 
.Colonel  Jenkins,  were  equally  eager,  this  being  their  first  chance 
in  Uie  campaign,  and  they  shared  with  the  92nd  the  honour  of 
scattering  the  defenders  of  the  ridge.  One  yoang  Highland  officer 
fbll  a  victim  to  that  oncalcnlating  coarage  which  becomes  rashnew 
when  pushed  to  extremes.  Lieutenant  Forbes,  with  only  a  few 
men,  scaled  the  ridge,  and  got  detached  from  the  regiment  which 
was  toiling  up  as  fast  as  the  men  with  their  heavy  load  of  rifies 
and  ammonition  could  cHmb.  He  was  left  at  last  with  only 
ColotU'Sergeant  Drommond,  an  old  twenty-one  years  man,  and  a 
band  of  ghazis  turned  back  and  attacked  him.  The  Sergeant  was 
shot  down,  and  Lieutenant  Forbes  rushed  forward  to  save  his  body 
from  mutilation.  After  cutting  down  a  ghazi  he  was  overpowered 
and  killed  before  the  Highlanders  could  save  him.  Not  a  man  of 
the  ghazis  who  had  turned  back  escaped :  they  were  shot  and 
bayoneted  on  the  rocks.  As  the  attacking  party  neared  ^  Takht- 
i-Sbah  Peak  the  Afghans  deserted  it ;  and  when  a  party  of  thd 
72nd  Highlanders  and  ffth  Ghoorkas  from  the  Bala  Hissar  side 
reached  Uie  «unjrar,  they  found  the  flags  still  flying,  but  no  one 
guarding  them.  The  position  had  been  captured  in  abont  two 
hours,  and  as  the  mid-day  gun  was  fired  in  Sherpnr,  the  heliograph 
flashed  from  the  sun^ar,  and  the  peak  was  known  to  be  oars. 
Some  of  the  enemy  ventured  too  near  the  Chardeh  plain  in  their 
retreat,  and  a  squadron  of  the  14th  Bengal  Lancers  charged 
among  them,  killing  between  twenty  and  thirty. 
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While  the  Highlanders  and  Guides  were  storming  the  ridge,  an 
attack  had  been  attempted  £:om  Beni  Hissar  npon  General 
Baker's  left  flank,  bat  the  3rd  Sikhs  drore  back  the  enemy,  who 
began  to  more  round  towards  Siab  Sung,  and  eventually  collected 
in  foree  upon  these  hills.  The;  were  ahelled  bj  our  gnns,  and 
the  6th  Punjab  Cavalry  were  reinforced  by  two  squadrons  of  the 
9th  Lancers,  a  sqnadron  of  the  14th  Bengal  Lancers,  and  the 
Gnides'  Cavalry.  Wherever  the  ground  was  good,  our  sowars  and 
Lancers  charged  and  did  great  execution.  The  Aijghans  foogbt 
bravely,  forming  up  to  receive  the  cavalry  with  a  stesdiness  that 
trained  infontry  would  not  have  surpassed,  and  reserving  their  fire 
until  the  horses  were  close  npon  them.  One  brilliant  charge  by 
the  9tb  Luicers  cost  that  regiment  one  ofBcer  killed  and  two 
wounded,  besides  the  lose  of  several  troopers.  Captain  Bntson 
and  Captain  Chisholme,  at  the  head  of  their  respective  squadrons, 
swept  down  upon  500  or  600  men,  taking  them  on  the  right  and 
left  flank.  Captain  Butson  turned  in  his  saddle  as  he  faced  the 
enemy,  and  cried  ont: — "Now,  men,  at  them  for  the  honoar  of 
the  old  9th,"  and  the  next  moment  he  fell  dead,  shot  through  the 
heart.  He  was  in  command  of  the  regiment,  the  affair  of  the 
11th  having  sadly  thinned  the  ranks  of  tiie  officers,  and  his  death 
ia  oniversi^y  regretted.  Captain  Gbisholme  was  shot  through 
the  leg,  the  flash  of  the  rifle  burning  his  clothes,  so  steadily  had 
the  Afghan  in  front  of  him  waited  before  disohai^ng  his  piece. 
Lieutenant  Trower  was  also  slightly  wounded,  while  the  Sergeant- 
Major  and  three  troopers  were  killed  and  seven  wounded.  The 
Lancers  rode  through  and  through  the  Afghans  opposed  to  them, 
and  scattered  them  all  over  the  plain.  The  6th  Punjab  Cavalry 
also  mode  a  snccessftal  charge,  and  the  Guides  twice  got  well 
among  the  fugitives.  Their  second  charge  was  upon  a  body  of 
Eohistanis,  who  had  crossed  the  plain  east  of  Bemara  and  made 
for  Siah  Sung  with  the  intentdon  of  joining  Mahomed  Jan.  They 
were  shelled  from  the  eastern  end  of  the  Bemant  Heights ;  and, 
Qpon  seeing  General  Baker's  force  engaged,  halted  irresolutely 
near  3iah  Sang.  They  tried  to  retrace  their  steps,  but  were 
suddenly  charged  down  npon  by  the  Guides,  who  had  waited  for 
them  behind  the  northern  slopes  of  Sioh  Sung.  Sixty  are  said  to 
have  been  killed  in  this  charge  alone,  the  Guides  chasing  them  as 


D,g,t7„lb,.GOOgIC 


204  The  Afghan  War,  1879—80. 

for  AS  the  Logar  mer,  where  the  swamp;  groaud  checked  the 
cavahy.  Altogether  the  day's  fighting  has  been  a  vonderfol 
saccess ;  and  though  our  casaaltieB  are  eleven  killed  and  forty- 
three  wonnded,  the  enemy's  loss  in  killed  alone  mast  have  been 
between  200  and  300.  160  of  the  6th  Punjab  Infantry,  sent  oat  to 
reinforce  GLeneral  Baker,  came  npon  a  large  party  of  Afghans 
marching  down  the  Bala  Hissar  Boad.  They  were  at  first  mis- 
takeo  for  Highlanders ;  bat  when  they  fired  s  volley  at  the  officer 
who  rode  ap  to  speak  to  them,  the  mistake  was  soon  apparent. 
The  Pa^jabees  at  once  extended  themselves  in  skirmishing  order 
amoi^  the  willow  plantations  on  each  side  of  the  road,  and  opened 
a  rapid  fire.  The  Afghans  faced  abont  and  made  for  the  Bala 
Hissar,  but  a  company  of  the  5th  cnt  off  half  their  namber,  and 
in  a  hand-to-hand  fight  killed  forty.  These  men,  who  are  believed 
to  have  been  from  the  city,  were  really  nm  to  earth,  and  were  so 
exhausted  that  they  could  scarcely  use  their  knives. 

One  feature  of  tjie  day's  fighting  has  been  the  attitude  of  the 
villagers  about  Oabul.  A  straggler  from  the  92nd  Highlanders 
was  fonnd  cut  up  between  Sherpur  and  the  Cabul  river;  officers 
riding  alone  have  been  fired  at,  and  pelted  with  stones ;  and  two 
villages  on  either  side  of  the  road  to  Beni  Hissar  opened  a  heavy 
fire  upon  our  troops.  General  Baker  halted  on  his  way  back  to 
cantonments  to  bum  thrae  villages  as  a  reward  for  their  treachery. 
The  Uves  of  the  men  in  one  were  spared  on  condition  that  they 
fired  the  other,  the  gates  of  which  conld  not  be  forced  open  by 
our  guns.  The  defenders  were  shot  as  they  tried  to  escape  firom 
the  ruins.  From  the  Bala  Hissar  and  near  the  city  shots  were 
fired,  and  the  flanking  parties  of  the  92nd,  in  their  homeward 
march,  came  npon  200  or  800  men  in  the  willow  plantations,  who 
fied  towards  the  city  walls.  A  convoy  of  wounded  sent  &om  the 
Sherderwaza  Heights  to  Sherpur  had  also  a  narrow  escape,  the 
bravery  of  the  non-commissioned  officer  in  charge  of  the  escort 
alone  preventing  a  catastrophe  on  a  small  scale.  After  Qeneral 
Baker  had  captured  the  Takht-i-Shah  Peak,  a  namber  of  AhooVUt, 
containing  officers  and  men  wonnded  on  the  llth  and  12th  on 
the  Sherderwsza  Heights,  were  sent  down  the  hill  to  Sheipnr. 
Sergeant  Cox,  with  twenty  men  of  the  72nd,  was  in  charge  of  the 
dlioolies,  and  among  the  wounded  were  Major  Cook,  V.G.,  6th 
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Ghoorkas ;  XJeDtensnt  Fergnsson,  72nd  HighlauderB ;  and  Liea- 
tenast  Fasken,  3rd  Sikhs.  Upon  arriving  at  the  foot  of  the  hill, 
the  road  leading  under  the  Bonthern  wall  of  the  Bala  Hissar  was 
followed,  and  it  was  soon  seen  that  parties  of  armed  men  were 
lining  the  parapets.  Sergeant  Cos,  fearing  to  draw  the  fire  b; 
striking  aoroBs  the  fields  towards  Beni  HiBsar,  where  General 
Baker  was  shelling  some  villageB,  pnt  on  a  bold  face,  and  marched 
on  steadilj.  This  had  the  best  effect,  as  not  a  shot  was  fired  from 
the  walls.  Ten  Highlandere  were  at  the  head  of  the  dkoolies,  and 
tea  in  rear.  Just  as  the  little  party  got  near  the  Bala  Hissar 
gate  a  large  body  of  Afghans  sprang  ont  from  among  the  willows- 
lining  either  side  of  the  road,  and,  drawing  their  knives,  came 
Btraight  npon  the  advance-guard.  The  road  from  Beni  Hissar 
joins  the  road  to  Sberpnr  just  at  this  point,  and  seeing  that  it 
would  he  impossible  to  cat  through  the  enemy,  or  to  retreat  the 
way  he  had  come  (as  in  the  latter  case  the  men  on  the  walls 
would  probably  open  fire).  Sergeant  Cox  pushed  on,  ordering  his 
men  to  reserve  their  fire.  His  object  was  to  get  the  dhooliet 
&irly  on  the  Beni  Hissar  Road  on  his  right,  and  then  to  fall  back 
nntil  help  should  come  from  that  quarter.  The  manceuvre  suc- 
ceeded admirably.  Waiting  until  he  was  within  twenty  yards  of 
the  Afghans,  he  ordered  the  ten  men  with  bim  to  fire  s  volley. 
This  was  too  much  for  the  enemy,  who  broke  and  took  cover  in  the 
trees.  The  dkoolie-heaioTs  thought  all  was  over,  and  those  carry- 
ing Major  Cook  dropped  their  dkoolie  in  the  middle  of  the  road. 
They  were  about  to  mn,  when  Sergeant  Cox  threatened  to  shoot 
them  down  unless  they  did  their  daty.  They  soon  recovered 
courage,  and  while  rapid  volleys  from  the  advance-guard  kept  the 
A%hans  in  check,  all  the  dkooliea  were  got  safely  npon  the  Beni 
Hissar  Road,  and  finally  reached  General  Baker's  force  in  safety. 
Sergeant  Cox  managed  the  whole  business  splendidly,  and  under 
such  leadership  the  men  were  cool  and  collected,  skirmishing  and 
retiring  without  being  touched  by  the  scattered  fire  directed  at 
them.  Afler  waiting  an  hour,  the  escort  was  strengthened  by 
some  cavalry,  and  the  little  convoy  of  wounded  reached  cantonments 
in  safety.  The  position  in  which  Sergeant  Cox  was  placed  was  a 
most  dangerous  one,  as  the  least  hesitation  or  want  of  decision 
would  have  been  fatal :    the    Afghans  were,  indeed,  bo  Buie  of 
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snccesB,  that  they  did  Dot  'fire  at  first,  but  traeted  to  cntting  op 
the  guard  at  cloee  qnarters  with  their  knireB.  The  three  officers, 
vhose  lives  were  saved  by  Sergeant  Cox's  steadineae,  reported  the 
incideDt  to  Colonel  Money,  who  had  sent  the  Ahaolitt  down  the  hill. 
Sergeant  Cox  was  one  of  the  men  decorated  with  the  dietingnished 
Borvice  medal  on  December  8th  for  gallantry  at  the  Feiwar  Kotal. 
General  Baker's  force  iB  now  safely  in  quarters  again.  General  Mac- 
pheraon  has  sent  back  to  Sherpor  the  72nd  Highlanders  and  the 
8rd  Sikhs,  and,  with  the  67th  Foot  and  the  fith  Ghoorkas,  holds 
the  Bala  Hissar  Heights  and  the  Takht-i-Shah  Peak.  The  enemy 
.are  still  in  force  above  Indikee  and  at  Dehmazuog,  which  com- 
mands the  Cabul  gorge,  and  the  road  into  the  city  has  been 
abandoned.  They  may  try  to  work  round  in  that  direction — ^that 
is,  if  to-day's  defbat  has  not  disheartened  them.  This  ereping  a 
party  of  Kohistanis  have  come  over  the  Snrkh  Eotal,  and  are 
bivouacking  on  a  hill  a  mile  and  a  half  west  of  Sherpor.  These 
are  the  reinforcements  sent  by  Mir  Bntcha,  who  has  no  doabt 
heard  of  the  snccess  of  Mahomed  Jan  on  the  11th.  The  casnalties 
to-day  were  eleven  killed  (two  officers)  and  forty-three  woonded. 
Of  these  the  92nd  lost  one  officer  and  two  men  killed  and  nineteen 
woonded.    The  Goides  had  three  killed  and  ei^t  woonded. 


ISfA  Themnher, 
Yesterday  the  severest  fighting  we  have  yet  gone  through  took 
place  on  the  Asmai  Heights  above  Deh-i-A^han,  and  a  lower 
conical  hiU  adjoining  them  on  the  north.  The  enemy  hare 
been  so  largely  reinforced,  that  their  nambers  are  estimated  at 
40,000,  and  they  have  shown  a  recklessness  in  sacrificing  life 
which  has  hitherto  been  considered  qoite  foreign  to  the  Afghan 
character.  There  must  be  many  ghazis  in  their  ranks  from  what 
we  have  seen  to-day,  and  these  fanatics  alwaj^  show  a  contempt 
for  danger  which  makes  them  formidable  enemies.  They  sacrifice 
their  lives,  satisfied  if,  before  death,  they  have  killed  s  Kafir,  and 
so  secored  a  ^tore  reward.  Our  own  losses  have  been  heavy,  and 
for  the  first  time  oor  men  have  hod  to  retire  before  the  enemy, 
who  are  wonderfully  elated  at  their  success.  It  is  true  it  was  but 
8Q  isolated  case  of  a  handful  of  men  having  to  meet  5,000 ;  but 
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with  the  eTocnation'  of  the  position  our  men  were  holding,  we 
lost  two  monntaiii  gans,  which  Mahomed  Jan  is  snre  to  make  the 
most  of  as  trophies,  if  he  does  not  tarn  them  against  ns.  To  give 
in  detail  the  incidents  of  yesterday  : — Between  seren  and  eight 
o'clod  in  the  morning  some  thonaands  of  men  were  seen  gathering 
oa.  Uie  BlopeB  above  Deh-i-Afghan,  a  suburb  of  Cabal  lying  north- 
west of  the  oity  npoa  a  low  eminence,  which  overlooks  Timoor's 
tomb.  The  OTacnation  of  Dehmaznng  had,  of  course,  given  free 
passage  to  each  of  the  enemy  as  wished  to  pass  into  Cabal  and  the 
Bala  Hissar,  and  these  now  poured  oat  by  way  of  Deh-i-A^han 
wid  manned  the  heights.  The  nsnal  standards  were  carried,  and 
in  a  very  short  time  the  sl^-line  was  alive  with  men,  ontil  there 
mast  have  been  8,000  or  10,000  looking  down  npon  Sberpor  and 
Tithin  range  of  oar  gnns.  The  array  extended  upwards  from  the 
snbnrbs,  along  the  crest  of  the  Asmai  Ridge,  down  the  dip  to  the 
north,  and  over  the  conical  bill  I  have  mentioned ;  while,  again, 
forther  to  the  north,  was  a  higher  lumpy  hill,  on  which  were  a 
ttnmber  of  Kohistanis,  who  bad  bivouacked  there  the  previous 
night.  General  Baker  was  ordered  to  elear  the  hills,  and  for  this 
porpose  he  took  out  the  following  troops : — 

Four  gnns  G-3,  Boyal  Artillery ; 

Four  guns  No.  2  Mountain  Battery ;    . 

14th  Bengal  Lancers; 

72nd  Highlanders  (226  men)  ; 

92nd  H^hlanders  (46  men  under  Captain  Gordon,  who  fell 
IB  with  the  72nd,  as  the.  six  companies  of  the  latter  were  so 
weak) ; 

Guides'  Infantry  (460  sepoys) ; 

6th  Punjab  Infantry  (470  sepoys). 

This  gave  a  total  of  1,200  bayonets  and  eight  gnns.  The  cavalry 
were  employed  in  the  open  to  keep  in  check,  or  cut  np,  stray 
bodies  of  Uie  enemy.  General  Baker  left  cantonments  by  the 
head-quarters'  gate  in  the  western  wall,  and  made  straight  towards 
a  moond  near  Kila  Buland,  a  mile  and  a  half  away,  facing  the 
conical  hill,  on  either  side  of  which  were  roads  leading  into  the 
Chardeh  YaUey  beyond.  He  got  his  gnns  into  action  at  once,  in 
order  to  clear  the  way  for  the  infantry  attack,  and  sent  bis  cavalry 
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roQiid  on  his  right  flank  towarda  the  Chardeh  Talley  to  recoa- 
noitre  in  that  direction.  The  Quides'  Cavalry  were  ordered  out 
to  reinforce  the  14th  Bengal  Lancers,  and  were  fired  at  aeveral 
times  from  walled  endosnres  jast  over  the  Nannchi  Kotal.  The 
monntain  gnnB  drew  off  to  a  low  ridge  on  which  stood  the  ruins 
of  a  fort,  Eila  Buland,  and  sheUed  such  bodies  of  men  as  were 
visible  in  tiie  direction  the  cavalry  had  taken.  The  party  told 
off  to  take  the  heights  were  the  Highlanders,  under  Colonel 
Brownlow,  and  Guides'  Infantry,  the  €th  Pnnjabeee  being  held 
in  reserve  near  the  guns.  The  low,  conical  hill  was  captured 
withont  much  trouble,  but  there  then  remained  for  Colonel  Jenkins, 
commanding  the  attack,  the  difficult  task  of  taking  the  Asmai 
Heights,  every  foot  of  the  crest  bearing  an  Afghan  firing  from 
behind  the  excellent  cover  given  by  rocks  and  bonldere.  Rising 
up  &om  the  captured  conical  hill  vras  a  steep  hillside,  with  here 
and  there  shelving  rocks  hiding  men  from  the  view  of  those  above, 
and  up  this  rugged  ground  oar  soldiers  went  steadily  and  rapidly, 
utilizing  every  bit  of  cover,  and  answering  from  time  to  time  the 
heavy  fire  they  were  met  with.  The  guns  shelled  two  strong]; 
Bungars  which  had  been  built  on  the  northern  and  southern  points 
of  the  crest ;  and  made  such  practice,  that  the  enemy  began  to 
move  downwards  towards  Cabul.  They  clustered  in  masses  above 
Deh-i-Afghau,  where  the  shells  of  G-S  could  not  reach  them, 
and  afi'orded  so  tempting  a  mark,  that  Sir  F.  Boberte,  who  was 
watching  the  attack  from  the  signalling  station  on  the  roof  of 
the  officers'  quarters  in  the  western  gate,  ordered  two  Horse 
Artillery  gnns  out  to  open  fire  from  under  the  cantonment  walls. 
A  vriug  of  the  Srd  Sikhs  and  some  cavalry  went  out  as  escort,  and 
extended  themselves  into  the  fields  beyond.  The  shrapnel  fired 
from  these  two  gnns  made  the  hillside  almost  untenable ;  but 
still  in  the  mngara  on  the  crest  a  few  determined  ghazis  resisted 
the  advance  of  the  Highlanders  and  Guides.  Our  men  fought  ap, 
however,  and  the  sungar  on  the  northern  point  was  taken  with  a 
rush.  The  banners  waving  above  it  were  obstinately  defended  by 
ghaziB,  who  were  killed  to  a  man.  Colonel  Jenkins  then  worked 
his  way  under  a  heavy  fire  along  the  crest,  which  has  a  total  lengtJi 
of  a  quarter  of  a  mile ;  and  there  only  remained  the  southern 
sungar,  built  on  the  peak  of  the  hill,  to  be  taken.    In  this  aungar. 
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which  was  nniisiially  Btrong,  were  forfy  or  fifty  men  who,  b;  their 
fire,  checked  the  advance  for  some  time.  MajoT  Stockwell,  with  a 
few  Highlandera,  passed  through  a  gap  in  the  wall  which  rans 
down  the  ridge,  and  galled  the  ghazis  by  a  crosa  fire.  Prirate 
Gillon,  of  the  72nd,  climbed  np  the  wall,  and,  creeping  along  the 
top,  pnlled  oat  a  standard  from  among  the  stones  of  the  suttgar. 
There  was  an  open  bit  of  gronnd  between  onr  front  attacking 
party  and  the  eungar  walls,  and  this  was  swept  by  sach  a  fire  that 
even  the  bravest  might  have  hesitated  to  cross  it,  Sneh  of  as  who 
were  watching  the  fight  saw  that  the  stubborn  defence  would  cost 
us  some  valnable  lives ;  but  presently,  when  the  Drummer  was 
seen  on  the  walla,  there  was  a  msh  of  Highlanders  and  Guides — 
one  placky  Highlander,  Lance-Corporal  Seller,  72nd,  leading  full 
20  yards  in  front,  with  a  Guide  quite  close  behind  him.  Aa  the 
tungar  was  neared,  most  of  its  defenders  cleared  oat  on  the  oppo- 
site side,  bat  a  few  ghazis  stood  to  their  post ;  one  fonatio  jump- 
ing, knife  in  band,  on  the  low  stone  walls.  The  bayonet  made 
short  work  of  sach  of  his  companions  as  bad  remained.  Lance- 
Corporal  Seller  had  a  tough  fight  for  the  last  standard  on  the 
BUTigar.  As  be  got  up  to  Uie  wall  he  polled  the  fiag  oat  and,  at 
the  same  moment,  a  ghazi  cut  down  at  his  head  with  a  long  knife. 
Seller  parried  the  blow  with  the  standard,  and  then  the  ghazi 
jumped  over  and  closed  with  him.  They  rolled  over  together,  and 
another  Highlander  bayoneted  the  Afghan.  Seller  was  cut  over  the 
arm,  and  is  now  in  hospital.  He  certainly  deserves  the  highest 
reward  for  his  gallant  conduct:  the  "  V.C."  has  been  given  for 
mncb  less.  The  tungar  was  filled  with  dead  men,  fifteen  bodies 
being  counted  in  a  heap  as  if  a  shell  had  burst  among  them.  Our 
loss  had  been  heavy,  as  much  hand-to-hand  fighting  at  difficult 
points  had  taken  place ;  many  of  the  Guides  were  cut  and  slashed  by 
the  knives  and  lulieart  of  the  ghazis ;  while  the  ranks  of  the  72nd 
Highlanders  were  thinned  by  numerous  casualties,  mostly  of  a 
dangerous  kind.  Lieutenant  Egerton,  who  only  joined  the  regi- 
ment a  few  weeks  ago,  was  shot  through  the  neck  on  the  crest  of 
the  bill.  He  showed  courage  that  even  an  old  soldier  might  have 
envied,  being  always  well  to  the  &ont  in  the  attack.  Lieutenant 
Frederick  Battye,  of  the  Guides,  was  also  shot  through  the  neck 
at  about  the  same  time. 
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Colonel  Jenkins  was  now  holding  the  whole  creet  of  the  Aamai 
Heights ;  bat  on  the  elope  towards  the  city  were  man;  thoaBands 
of  the  enemy.  The  two  gone  of  F-A  Battery  shelled  them  at 
1,700  yards,  and  the  monstain  gnns,  with  Qeneral  Maepherson, 
were  also  tnmed  upon  them.  A  wing  of  the  8rd  Sikhs  were 
extended  in  Bkirmishing  order  across  the  fields  towards  Deh-i- 
Afghan,  and  with  their  Sniders  were  easily  able  to  reach  the  men 
ponring  down  into  Gabnl.  Deh-i-Aighan,  however,  held  many  of 
the  enemy ;  and  from  the  honse-tops,  walls,  and  orchards  aboot, 
the  Srd  Sikhs  were  fired  upon.  The  waterconrse  gave  our 
sepoys  good  cover,  bat  still  there  were  one  or  two  casualties ;  and 
Oeneral  Roberts  resolved  to  sack  and  bnm  Deh-i-Afghan.  The 
two  guns  of  f-A  began  to  shell  it  vigoronsly,  and  two  more  guns 
of  the  same  battery  were  brought  ont  and  joined  in  the  work. 
Shell  after  shell  was  pitched  among  the  faoases,  and  the  defenders 
of  them  drew  off  before  snch  a  fire.  Some  1,500,  supposed  to  be 
Safis  from  Tagoo,  went  through  the  city  and  made  for  the  Cabal 
plain  BO  as  to  reach  Deh-i-Sabz,  to  the  north  of  Bntkhak.  Some 
of  them  ventared  too  near  the  Ring's  Garden,  ontside  Sherpnr, 
where  the  5th  Fanjab  Cavalry  are  quartered,  and  Captain  Yonsden 
charged  ont  apon  them  and  killed  thirty.  He  had  only  twelve 
sowars  with  him,  and  of  these  two  were  killed  and  four  woonded ; 
Captain  Tousden  killed  five  Afghans  with  his  own  hand.*  The 
main  body  got  well  away  beneath  Siab  Song ;  and  althoagh  some 
Lancers  were  sent  in  porsnit,  and  two  Horse  Artillery  gons  went 
ont  ander  escort  of  a  party  of  the  92nd  Highlanders,  the  Safis 
could  not  be  overtaken.  They  ran  at  a  sUng-trot  for  miles,  jost 
like  wolves  in  a  pack,  and  had  plainly  had  enough  of  fighting  for 
the  day.  We  had  thus,  apparently,  disposed  of  the  body  of  the 
enemy  (those  who  had  manned  the  heights  &om  the  city) ;  bat 
there  were  many  more  to  take  their  place,  and  General  Baker, 
with  his  1,200  bayonets,  had  yet  to  learn  the  foil  strength  that 
was  against  him. 

About  midday  the  signallers  with  General  Macphersoc  belio- 

graphed   down  that  a   vast   body  with    many  standards    were 

streaming  out  &om  Indikee  into  the  Chardeh  Yalley,  and  were 

taking  a  northerly  direction,  which  would  bring  them  under  the 

*  Foi  (Lii  iM  ma  EtMBgl;  TMomsunded  tat  the  Virtoiu  Croai. 
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hill  occupied  I7  Colosel  JeniinB.  The  moTement  was  well  made, 
and  eventnally  developed  into  an  attack  npon  the  conical  hill 
whioh  the  Qoides  and  Highlandeis  first  Btormed.  This  hill  was 
held  by  thirty-tbree  men  of  the  72nd  Highlanders,  a  small  party 
of  Gnidee  under  a  Sabadar,  the  whole  being  under  the  command 
of  Lientensnt-Colonel  Clark,  72nd.  While  the  upper  hill  was 
being  taken,  parties  of  the  enemy's  in&ntryand  cavalry  were  seen 
coming  across  Chardeh  from  the  direction  of  Kila  Kazi,  as  if  to 
take  Colonel  Jenkins  in  flank,  and  the  conical  hill  was  strengthened 
by  Swinley'a  Moontain  Battery,  with  an  escort  of  100  men  of 
the  5th  Panjabees,  nnder  command  of  Lieutenant  WUbod,  of  the 
10th  Hnssara,  serving  for  the  day  as  a  volonteer.  This  gave 
Colonel  Clark  about  200  rifles,  with  which  to  hold  the  bill.  The 
moontain  guns  opened  fire  upon  the  body  of  Albans  in  the 
plain,  who  broke  up  and  dispersed  oat  of  range.  In  the  mean- 
time the  enemy  from  Indikee — to  the  number  of  folly  16,000  or 
20,000 ;  tbey  covered  the  plain  for  milee — ^had  marched  ont  as  if 
going  to  Kila  Kazi,  or  Argandeh.  Their  army  was  orderly 
enough ;  and  when  they  had  all  reached  the  plain,  they  suddenly 
fiiced  about  and  came  down  in  the  shape  of  a  crescent  upon  the 
heights  we  were  holding.  Their  right  fiank  had  for  its  object  the 
scaling  of  a  ridge  extending  down  from  the  soathem  sangar  on 
the  Deh-i-Afgban  hill;  their  centre,  the  assault  of  the  low 
conical  hill,  which  was  General  Baker's  weakest  point ;  and  their 
left  flanh  swept  round  npon  the  lompy  hill  to  the  north  of  Colonel 
Clark's  position,  and  commanding  it.  They  seemed  to  oar  handful 
of  men  to  be  myriads  as  tbey  came  steadily  on ;  and  although 
volleys  were  fired  from  the  conical  hill,  and  the  mountain  guns 
shelled  them  at  short  ranges,  they  never  Mtered.  They  were 
literally  mowed  down ;  but  as  one  gh&zi  fell,  another  sprang  to 
the  front,  and  their  standards  were  at  last  placed  on  a  little  mound 
within  160  yards  of  onr  bayonets.  Tbeii  left  flank  had  gained 
the  lumpy  bill  which  we  had  left  alone,  not  having  men  enough 
to  oocnpy  it,  and  a  cross  fixe  was  opened  npon  Colonel  Clark's 
party.  There  was  a  bit  of  open  ground  between  the  mound  on 
which  their  standards  were  placed  and  the  rocks  in  rear,  under 
which  their  main  body  had  dustered  in  fooe  of  our  fixe ;  but  across 
this  small  space  numbers  rushed  wiUi  reckless  audacity  until, 
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behind  their  advanced  standards,  several  hondred  men  were 
hidden.  Oolonel  Clark  thotight  that  at  all  risks  they  most  be 
driTen  &om  this  moand,  as  they  might  make  a  rush  in  over- 
whelming  numbers:  and  Captain  Spene  rolanteered  to  make  the 
attempt.  Taking  with  him  five  of  ^e  TSnd  Highlanders  and  a 
few  Guides,  he  made  for  a  bit  of  rising  ground  below  the  mound 
and  reached  it  safely.  His  fire  conld  not  dislodge  the  ghazis, 
who  suddenly  rushed  out  upon  the  little  party.  Captain  Spens 
was  attacked  by  four  or  five  men :  he  cut  down  one,  bnt  in  a 
second  he  was  OTerpowered  and  hacked  almost  to  pieces.  There 
followed  in  rear  of  the  ghazis,  who  had  sprung  out,  a  dense  mssR 
of  Afghans,  who  swarmed  op  to  Uie  thin  line  of  defenders,  who 
coald  scarcely  hope  to  stop  them.  The  mountain  guns  were  on 
Colonel  Clark's  left,  and  their  guard  of  5th  Pnnjabees  had  been, 
perhaps  too  sangoinely,  sent  forward  to  repel  the  attack.  Our 
mf>n  lost  heart  as  they  saw  four  or  five  thousand  men  noarly  upon 
them ;  and  when  Captain  Hall,  with  a  reinforcement  of  150  more 
of  the  6th  Panjab  Infantry,  got  near  the  crest  of  the  hill,  he 
foand  such  of  its  defender  as  had  not  been  shot  down  retiring 
in  disorder.  To  rally  them  was  impossible  at  that  point,  and 
they  fell  back  down  the  hillside.  The  fire  of  the  enemy  at  such 
close  quarters  cost  ua  a  score  of  wounded,  and  the  mules  of  one 
mountain  gun  being  shot,  it  had  to  be  abandoned  where  it  stood. 
A  second  gon  was  being  carried  safely  downwards  when  the  mole 
carrying  it  was  also  knocked  over.  The  handspike  in  the  musssle 
used  for  lifting  it  was  broken,  but  the  gunners  rolled  it  for  some 
yards  down  the  hill  until  the  A^hans  were  close  upon  them, 
when  it  also  had  to  be  left.  Two  guns  were  thus  lost,  but 
fortunately  there  was  bnt  little  ammonition  left  behind.  At  the 
foot  of  the  bill  our  men  rallied,  and  re-opened  fire,  which  checked 
the  rush  of  the  enemy.  The  8rd  Sikhs  doubled  acrora  the 
fields  from  near  Deh-i-Afghan  and  reinforced  Oeaerat  Baker, 
driving  back  such  Afghans  as  had  ventured  down  the  slope 
towards  the  village  where  the  guns  of  G-3  were  placed.  These 
guns  were  withdrawn  to  a  safe  distance;  but,  although  the 
enemy  in  half  an  hour  had  10,000  men  on  and  about  the 
conical  hill,  they  did  not  venture  down  to  attack.  Oox  cavalry 
were  ready  in  the  plain  to  charge  down  upon  them  if  they  gained 
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the  fields;  bat  thej  had  qnite  b  difi'erent  intention.  Aelhave 
eaid,  their  right  flank  were  scaliog  a  spur  ranning  down  from  the 
Bootbem  gangdr  to  the  Ghardeh  plain,  and  they  hoped  to  cat  off 
Colonel  Jenkins  and  hia  part;.  This  soon  became  evident,  as  a 
long  string  of  standard  bearers  began  to  climb  np  towards  the 
northern  mnga/r,  following  exactly  the  path  taken  by  oar  storming 
party  in  the  morning.  From  over  the  crest  of  the  hill  came  the 
rattle  of  mtisketry ;  and  estimating  the  difficulty  of  holding  the 
crest  all  night,  and  so  weakening  the  defences  of  Sherpnr,  General 
Koberts  sent  word  to  Colonel  Jenkins  to  evacoate  the  position. 

The  enemy  has  shown  snob  nsezpected  strength — 40,000  men 
io  all  are  beUeTed  to  hare  been  present  in  Ghardeh  Valley  and  in 
the  hiUs  above  Deh-i-Afghan — that  it  was  running  considerable  risk 
to  keep  OCT  garrison  in  cantonments  short  of  a  man  ;  accordingly 
at  the  same  time  that  Colonel  Jenkins  was  ordered  to  retire,  s  mes- 
sage was  sent  by  heliograph  to  General  Macpherson  to  hasten  back 
to  Sherpar  with  all  his  force.  He  was  to  take  the  toad  above  the 
Deb-i-Afgfaaa  suborb.  General  Baker  was  ordered  to  hold  on  to 
the  village  he  had  occupied  since  the  morning  until  all  the  troops 
from  the  heights  were  within  the  walls.  Meanwhile  Colonel 
Jenkins  had  met  the  attack  np  the  spar  from  Ghardeh.  Major 
Stockwell,  72nd,  was  sent  down  a  few  score  yards  with  a  small 
escort,  who  kept  up  a  hot  fire  upon  the  advancing  masses.  A  few 
ghazis,  with  their  standards,  got  from  point  to  point ;  but  they 
were  still  at  a  respectable  distance  when  the  order  to  evacuate  the 
hill  was  received.  Major  Stockwell  withdrew  his  men  from  the 
little  sv/ngar  they  had  bnilt,  and  retired  leisurely,  so  as  to  give  the 
A^han  no  idea  that  the  crest  also  was  to  be  evacuated.  Captain 
Gordon,  of  the  92nd,  was  shot  through  the  right  shoulder  while 
this  movement  was  being  made.  Five  minutes  after  our  men  had 
left  their  sungar  a.  banner  was  planted  upon  it,  showing  how 
rapidly  the  ghazis  mshed  up  the  hill.  Major  Stockwell's  party 
having  been  safely  withdrawn,  the  retirement  down  the  hill  facing 
Sherpur  was  begun.  The  enemy,  who  were  nearly  at  the 
northern  sungar,  led  by  a  ghazi  with  a  green  flag,  were  kept  in 
check  by  volleys  fired  by  covering  parties  thrown  out  on  Colonel 
Jenkins's  left  Sank.  There  was  not  the  least  appearance  of  un- 
due haste,  the  Highlanders  forming  up  quietly  to  cover  the  Guides 
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scrambling  dovn,  and  tbe  Gaidea  then  doing  tha  same  in  their 
tam  for  tbe  HighlanderB.  The  hillside  was  so  exposed  that  our 
casnaltieB  were  rather  eevere,  among  the  killed  being  Lieutenant 
Gaisford  of  the  72nd.  Not  a  man  was  left  behind,  however,  all 
the  wonnded  and  dead  being  brought  in.  'All  anxiety  about 
Colonel  Jenkins's  force  being  now  at  an  end,  there  only  remained 
General  Macpherson'a  brigade  to  come  in.  Two  companiea  of  the 
92nd  Highlanders  were  marched  oat  to  cover  them  across  the  plain^ 
and  to  help  General  Baker's  rear-gnard  in  its  final  retirement ; 
bat  they  were  not  wanted.  Presently  shots  were  heard  in  Deh-i- 
A^han,  and  then  the  baggage  of  the  brigade  was  seen  entering 
the  fields  nnder  a  strong  guard.  The  67th  Foot,  5th  Ghoorkas, 
and  3rd  Sikhs  followed  with  the  mountain  battery,  and,  before  long, 
entered  the  head-quarters'  gate.  In  coming  through  the  Cabnl 
gorge,  General  Macpherson  bad  been  able  to  help  the  Highlanders 
and  Guides  by  his  fire.  He  sent  two  companies  of  the  67th, 
under  Colonel  Knowles,  to  hold  a  knoll  half-way  up  the  slope 
from  Deh-i-Afghan  to  the  southern  su/ngar.  Bodies  of  the  enemy 
tried  to  rush  down  the  hill  to  overtake  Colonel  Jenkins,  and  even 
to  harass  the  brigade  nnder  General  Macpherson ;  bnt  the  steady 
shooting  of  the  67th  conld  not  be  &ced,  and  the  most  adventurous 
ghazis  being  shot  down,  the  rest  withdrew  to  the  crest.  Colonel 
Enowles  handled  his  men  with  a  coolness  that  could  not  have 
been  excelled.  General  Baker  then  retired  slowly,  his  rear-guard, 
under  Major  Pratt,  6th  Punjab  Infantry,  by  a  brisk  fasillade  for 
abont  ten  minutes,  stopping  the  few  ghazis  who  came  down  &om 
the  conical  peak.  By  dusk  everyone  was  in  cantonments,  and  we 
conld  count  our  casualties.  They  were  unuBuallyheavy  for  Afghan 
fighting,  but  have  given  us  valuable  experience,  as  we  no  longer 
despise  our  enemy.  That  Afghans  when  in  overwhelming  nom^ 
hers  vrill  fight  and  rush  blindly  on,  regardless  of  loss  of  life,  has 
been  folly  exemplified,  and  we  shall  no  longer  send  fiying  colnmns 
over  the  hills  and  break  up  our  army  into  three  weak  parts. 
With  Generals  Baker  and  Macpherson  both  oat  of  Sherpnr,  an 
attack  upon  cantonments  might  have  resnlted  in  a  disaster.  Now 
that  our  force  is  once  more  concentrated,  Sherpur  may  he  looked 
upon  as  safe. 
When  all  onr  troops  were  once  more  in  qoarters,  we  had  to 
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think  about  our  defences,  though  it  was  highly  improbable  that 
Mahomed  Jan  voold  try  a  night  attack.  Oar  men  were  quite 
fagged  oat  with  all  the  bill-climbing  they  had  done  to  bd  little 
porpoBe ;  hnt  the  majority  of  them  had  to  tarn  oat  to  do  picqnet 
daty,  and  keep  a  sharp  look-ont  on  the  walls.  Shelter  trenches 
were  hastily  thrown  np  at  oar  weakest  points  on  the  Bemara 
Heights ;  the  gates  in  the  walls  were  barricaded  with  gnn  carriages 
belonging  to  the  gans  captared  on  October  8tb ;  and  we  waited 
patiently  and  a  little  anxioasly,  it  mast  be  confessed,  for  tf  night 
alarm.  Every  regiment  was  told  off  to  particalar  points,  and  a 
reserve — made  ap  of  a  wing  of  the  67th,  a  wing  of  the  72nd,  and 
the  whole  of  the  92nd — were  ready  to  fall  in  below  the  gap  in 
the  Bemarn  hills  in  the  centre  of  the  cantonments.  We  did 
not  fear  any  attempt  to  scale  the  walls ;  hot  at  either  end  of  the 
heights  which  shut  as  in  on  the  north,  were  open  gaps ;  Share 
All's  line  of  wall,  intended  to  inclade  the  Bemara  hills  within  the 
fortified  sqaare,  never  having  been  completed.  At  the  eastern  end 
of  Sherpnr,  the  28th  Punjab  Infantry  have  bailt  a  line  of  huts  ex- 
tending from  near  the  comer  bastion  towards  Bemaru  village ;  and 
as  the  ground  beyond  it  is  covered  with  walled  enclosures,  towers, 
and  orchards,  excellent  cover  would  be  given  to  an  attacking  force 
which  might  gather  under  cover  of  darkness,  and  make  a  rush  to 
get  in.  On  the  14th,  abattis  had  been  laid,  the  orchards  near 
giving  plenty  of  wood,  and  above  Bemaru  village  were  strong 
pitquet  posts  and  trenches  which  commanded  the  road  leading 
from  Kohistan.  Two  guns  of  0-3  were  at  this  point,  bat  they 
were  withdrawn,  as  to  remove  them  in  face  of  a  determined 
attack  would  have  been  nearly  impossible,  the  ground  towards 
cunp  being  very  steep  and  much  broken  up.  ,  Wire  entanglements, 
made  with  telegraph  wire  and  tent-pegs,  were  laid  down,  wherever 
there  was  open  ground  over  the  walls,  and  extra  vigilance  was 
shown  by  sentries.  The  block-houses  on  the  crest  of  the  Bemara 
Heights  were  also  filled  with  our  men,  ready  to  reinforce  any 
points  assailed.  But  the  night  passed  quietly,  the  soldiers  being 
undisturbed  even  by  stray  shots.  The  enemy  were,  perhaps,  as 
tired  as  ourselves,  and  were  holding  high  revel  in  the  city  and  the 
Bala  Hissar,  where  no  doubt  they  found  many  friends  to  welcome 
them.  Oar  garrison  at  Batkhak,  consisting  of  some  fifty  rifles, 
and  the  whole  of  the  12th  Bengal  Cavalry,  arrived  safely  at  Sher- 
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par  daring  tbe  nigbt,  it  being  deemed  unwise  to  leave  tbem  so  for 
away  from  cantonments.  As  thej  also  had  to  be  supplied  with 
food  from  our  godowoB,  and  we  conid  not  spare  a  force  to  escort 
coDToye  across  the  Cabal  plain,  it  was  necesBary  they  should  be 
brought  in.     This  withdrawal  has  cut  ns  off  from  Lattabond. 

To-day  (the  15th)  has  been  one  of  almost  absolute  qaiet. 
Beyond  cavalry  parties  patrolling  outside  Sherpnr,  our  men  have 
not  been  sent  out,  although  the  Afghans  crowded  ont  upon  the 
slopes.aboTe  Deh-i-Afghan,  inviting  as  to  come  out  and  attack 
them.  There  can  he  no  good  object  attained,  however,  in  again 
storming  the  heights,  as  we  cannot  weaken  the  garrison  by  telling 
off  a  conple  of  regiments  and  a  mountain  battery  to  hold  the  hilla 
when  captured.  We  have  not,  either,  ammunition  to  throw  away ; 
there  are  only  about  300  rounds  per  rifle  of  Snider  and  Martini- 
Henri,  and  we  are  as  yet  uncertain  when  reinforcements  from 
Gundamak,  bringing  a  farther  supply,  will  rrach  us.  Luckily  the 
telegraph  remained  open  until  five  o'clock  this  morning,  so  full 
particulars  of  our  condition  were  sent  down  the  line.  General 
Charles  Gough  has  been  ordered  to  bring  in  his  brigade  as  quickly 
as  possible,  and  he  is  now  concentrating  them  at  Jugdullack. 
Colonel  Hudson,  commanding  at  Lnttsbnnd,  has  been  ordered  to 
hold  on  with  the  300  Pioneers  and  the  28th  Punjab  Infantry, 
until  General  Gough  reaches  him.  He  will  then  come  on  to 
Sherpnr.  With  the  arrival  of  the  brigade  we  shall  be  able,  not 
merely  to  hold  Sherpur  in  comfort,  but  also  to  send  out  2,000  or 
3,000  men  to  attack  Mahomed  Jan  in  whatever  position  he  may 
take  up.  With  more  ammunition  for  our  batteries,  we  can  shell 
Deh-i-Afghan,  the  Bala  Hissar,  and  even  Cabul  itself  if  occasion 
requires.  At  present  we  cannot  afford  to  waste  shells  ;  as  in  the 
case  of  any  check  to  General  Gough's  brigade,  we  should  have  to 
rely  upon  our  own  strength  until  more  troops  could  be  sent  for- 
ward from  Jellalabad,  and  further  down  the  Khyber  line.  We 
must  make  our  calculations  on  this  basis  until  we  hear  of  the 
brigade  from  Jugdulluck  being  at  Lnttabund  or  Butkhak,  which 
they  should  reach  by  the  1 9th  or  20th  at  the  latest.  Asmatullah 
Khan,  of  Lughman,  with  his  powerful  section  of  Ghilzais,  is 
reported  to  he  anxious  to  join  Mahomed  Jan  with  10,000  or 
15,000  men,  and  he  may  try  to  intercept  the  force  moving  from 
Gundamak.     As  he  would  leave  his  villages  west  of  the  Darunta 
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cliff  at  the  mercy  of  a  fljing  colanm  from  Jellalabod,  he  may, 
perhaps,  hesitate  before  taking  sach  a  step.  The  Safis  of  Tagao, 
who  ratarsed  to  their  homes  yesterday  afternoon,  before  oar 
reverse,  will  soon  learn  that  Cabal  is  still  in  the  possesaion  of 
Mahomed  Jan,  and  they  also  may  try  to  block  the  Lattsbnnd  Boad. 
Onr  losses  in  yesterday's  action  were  very  serere,  and  among 
onr  iFonnded  are  many  dangeroas  oases.  The  proportion,  nsaally, 
of  severe  wounds  is  one-third  out  of  the  total  wounded,  bQt  nearly 
every  case  now  in  hospital  is  "  severe."  The  list  of  casualties 
from  the  loth  to  the  13th  and  on  the  14th  is  as  follows  ;— 
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Casualties  qs  14th  Decehbbb. 
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67th  Foot  
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The  total  loBS  in  the  five  days'  fighting  is,  tbeiefore,  eight 
British  officers  killed  and  12  wotinded ;  S8  British  eoldiera  lolled 
and  69  wounded  ;  87  Native  Boldiers  killed  and  111  wonnded;  or 
a  total  of  275  caaualties,  viz.,  83  killed  and  192  wounded. 

The  officere  killed  on  the  14th  were  Captain  Spena  and  Lien- 
tenant  Ctaisford,  72nd  Highlanders :  those  woonded  were  Captain 
Gordon,  92nd  Highlanders;  Lientenant  Egerton,  72nd;  and 
Lientenant  Frederick  Battye,  Guides'  Infantry. 


CHAPTER   XVn. 


!Flui  Dcfrocea  of  SheipiiT  Biiengthened — Cantiniiad  IitactiTit;  of  the  Bnsmj — State  of 
the  Walli  and  TrBOabea—HannUiig  of  Captured  QiuiB—inis  Boarvo— The  St«ta  oE 
Ckbnl — Attacks  upon  tha  Hinda  And  Kunlbash  Qnortera — Threat  to  unmbia 
100,000  AfghuiH — KefleetioDi  opoa  Put  Eraot*— Reelect  of  Militnrj  Freeantioni 
— Non-dertmotion  of  Forts  aod  Vill»go» — Koview  of  the  Fighting — Citj  Enmonie 
— Huk  Jul  proclaimed  Amir — Seiinre  of  Treuare  bj  Mahomed  Jao — Damomtn' 
tion  bj  the  Enemy  on  Deeemher  17th— Tbo  DistcibntioD  of  Commanda  in  Sherpnr 
— Immunit;  from  Night  Attacks — St«adineea  of  the  Troops — The  Attaok  of  De- 
oember  Ittth— HeUograma  eichinged  with  Lottabnnd — The  First  Fall  of  Snow  at 
Cabal. 

Shsbfub,  15tA  Titctmhtr,  n\gh%. 
To-DAit'a  respite  from  fighting  has  heen  of  the  greatest  ralne  to 
us.  The  shelter  trenches  thrown  up  in  the  darkness  have,  in 
many  instances,  been  fonnd  to  be  defective,  accordingly  Colonel 
Perkins  and  the  engineers  with  the  force  have  laid  out  new  lines, 
and  the  northern  and  eastern  defences  are  now  quite  strong  wongh 
to  asBDTe  our  safety  in  those  directions.  The  northern  end  of  the 
western  wall  was  partly  blown  down  when  the  mutineers  fired  their 
magazine  the  day  after  Cbarasia ;  the  breach  in  it  has  been  dosed 
with  earth  and  rubbish ;  and  the  comer  bastion,  looking  towards 
the  lake,  has  been  made  thoroughly  defensible.  From  this  bastion 
to  the  foot  of  the  Bemam  Heights  is  an  open  space,  about  100 
yards  across.  The  trees  beyond  it,  which  shaded  our  cemetery, 
have  been  cut  down,  and  a  strong  entrenchment  thrown  across, 
with  wire  entanglements,  20  yards  in  front.  Here,  again,  A^han 
anuoonition  waggons  have  been  o{  great  use.    They  are  placed 
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Bidewaye,  one  ^rheel  fsoicg  oatwards,  and  the  other  fonmng  the 
inner  side,  07er  which  the  defenders  can  fire.  A  deep  trench  has 
bees  dng  along  the  outer  face,  and  the  earth  thrown  up  between 
the  wheels,  so  as  to  give  stability  to  the  barrier.  This  has  made 
a  formidable  obstacle,  which  could  not  be  readily  taken  when 
defended  by  breech-loaders.  From  the  end  abntting  on  the  steep 
dope  of  the  heigbte  a  trench  and  parapet  ran  np  to  the  block- 
hoose  on  the  crest.  An  aJiattu  haa  been  made  of  the  branches 
of  trees  80  yards  in  front  of  this,  faced  again  by  wire  entaogle- 
ments,  and  two  18-poanders  from  among  the  captured  gans  are 
placed  on  a  platform  cat  in  the  slope  and  commanding  the  ground 
in  front  of  the  lower  barrier  of  ammnnition  waggons.  The  fire 
from  the  block-house  and  the  trench  on  the  hillside  woold 
take  in  enfilade  any  force  making  a  front  attack.  Along  the 
crest  of  the  Bemam  Heights  is  a  line  of  earthen  breastworks 
extending  to  the  break  in  the  hills  above  the  Ohoorka 
quarters  on  the  fonndations  of  Shere  Aii's  intended  palace. 
It  was  in  this  "go^e,"  as  it  is  now  called,  that  our  troops  in 
1841-42  had  mnch  severe  fighting,  their  old  "Brown  Besses" 
being  nneqaal  to  carrying  from  slope  to  slope.  From  the  camp, 
paths  lead  np  a  gentle  slope  through  the  gap.  The  northern  side, 
fiicing  Eohistan,  is  mnch  steeper,  and  the  centre  is  cat  np  by  deep 
ouUahs  formed  by  the  streams  which  rnsb  down  when  the  snow 
melts.  Immediately  below,  at  the  foot  of  the  hills,  cultivation 
begins  and  reaches  ont  half  a  mile  to  the  open  -mxaMn,  where 
we  held  onr  review  on  the  8th  instant.  On  either  side  of  the 
gorge  are  flanking  trenches  with  ahati'is,  while  wire  entanglements 
have  been  laid  across  the  paths  below.  Two  block-hoases  look 
down  upon  the  nullahs  from  either  side  of  the  gap ;  while  right 
in  the  month  is  a  third,  built  very  strongly,  and  loop-holed  for 
musketry.  A  Gatling  gun  is  placed  near  this  defence,  and  guns 
could  also  move  up  in  case  of  attack.  The  eastern  Bemara  bill 
is  also  entrenched,  and  has  a  block-house  in  the  centre^  and  another 
at  the  northern  point,  which,  at  first,  was  very  weak.  The  village 
of  Bemam,  with  strong  towers  and  walls,  lies  at  the  bottom  of  the 
hill ;  and  the  ground  is  so  ragged  and  steep,  that  men  could 
creep  np  almost  withost  being  seen.  Flanking  trenches,  wire 
entanglements,  and  oAattu  have  here,  again,  given  strength  to  the 
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defencee.  Bemara  village  itself  ie  now  occnpied  fay  the  Guides ; 
the  quarters  of  the  2Srd  Pioneers,  and  the  mule  and  yahoo  lines 
heing  just  below.  There  now  remains  the  eastern  line  of  defence ; 
which,  even  now,  is  not  completed,  and  has  giren  na  much  anxiety. 
I  have  already  mentioned  that  the  \vS»  of  the  2Stb  Punjab  In&n' 
try  have  been  bnilt  between  the  end  of  the  cantonment  wall  and 
Bemarn ;  and  I  may  add  that  every  means  of  rapidly  strengthen- 
ing the  place  has  been  taken.  Sbelter-trencheB  and  poaitions  for 
guns  have  been  made,  and  the  orchards  ontflide  have  been  cat  down 
wherevertheygave shelter.  Thebitof country outsidecantonmentB in 
this  direction  is  very  fertile,  being  irrigated  from  s  wide  canal,  and 
some  dozen  villages  and  forts  are  clustered  together  on  its  banks. 
The  walls  boonding  the  orchards  and  gardens  as  vnill  as  the  near 
forts  would,  if  time  permitted,  be  razed  to  the  ground ;  and  nntil 
this  is  done,  there  will  be  a  chance  of  strong  bodies  of  the  enemy 
annoying  as  thence.  Until  we  know  Mahomed  Jan's  tactics,  and 
whether  he  really  means  to  attempt  an  assault,  we  cannot  do  more 
than  strengthen  the  actual  linos  of  defence,  leaving  the  walls  and 
towers  in  the  fields  to  be  destroyed  hereafter.  Regarding  the  walls 
of  Sherpnr  itself,  they  are  in  a  tborongh  state  of  defence ;  such 
openings  as  had  been  cut  in  them  for  the  convenience  of  soldiers 
and  followers  having  been  blocked  up  with  arm  chests  filled  with 
stones  and  rubbish.  The  outer  vrall  is  about  twenty  feet  high, 
with  nninerouB  flanking  bastions,  and  is  pierced  for  musketry  at 
every  six  feet.  The  actual  parapet  is  six  feet  hi{^,  giving  perfect 
shelter  to  soldiers  manning  the  walls ;  and  our  men,  preferring 
to  fire  over  the  top,  have  cat  resting-places  with  their  bayonets 
for  their  rifles.  No  bullet  can  penetrate  more  than  a  few  inches 
into  the  sun-dried  mud,  which  is  really  so  hard  that  9-ponndera 
could  not  breach  it.  The  blocks  of  mad  solidify  so  thoroughly 
after  a  time,  that  they  vrill  torn  the  edge  of  a  pick,  as  we  have 
found  in  improving  our  quarters  in  the  long  line  of  barracks.  A 
dry  ditch,  twenty  feet  in  width,  follovra  the  line  of  vralls,  which, 
in  an  early  letter,  I  described  as  three  sides  of  a  parallelogram. 
The  barracks  form  the  inner  line  of  defence,  a  low  parapet  on  the 
roof  overlooking  the  dry  ditch  below. 

There  are  fonr  high  gateways  in  the  walls ;    one  facing  west- 
wards,  known  as  the  "  Head-quarters'  Qate,"  and  three  in  the 
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southern  wall  facing  Gabol.  The  middle  one  of  these  is  the 
*' CommiBssriat  Gate,"  and  abats  on  the  road  leading  throagh 
the  old  cantonment  orer  the  Cabal  river  to  the  Bala  Hissar.  All 
the  ConuniBsoriat  godowns  are  in  the  barracks  and  verandah  to 
right  and  left  of  this  gate.  A  line  drawn  at  right  angles  from  these 
acroBB  the  cantonment  wonld  strike  the  gap  in  the  Bemani  bills ; 
and  in  anticipation  of  oar  having  to  draw  in  onr  defences,  the 
engineers  are  preparing  an  inner  line  of  entreocbmeDtB  Btretching 
between  these  two  parte.  Oar  food  Bapply,  firewood,  and  hhooea 
woold  be  enclosed  within  it,  and  oai  men  would  be  far  less  har- 
assed. We  should  probabl;  continue  to  hold  the  north-eastern 
Bemani  hilt  as  an  outwork;  but  to  do  this  we  should  have  to 
destroy  very  tboronghly  Bemarn  village,  the  hats  of  the  28th 
Punjab  Infantry,  and  the  barracks  and  wall  at  the  eastern  part  of 
Sherpur.  There  seems  bat  little  probability  of  our  having  to  do 
this,  as  the  reinforcements  will  lighten  oar  work,  give  an  ample 
garrison,  and  also  permit  of  a  brigade  moving  out  to  meet  Uie 
enemy.  We  are  mounting  one  of  the  d-inch  howitzers,  captured 
here,  in  a  bastion  of  the  western  wall,  whence  we  can  shell  Deh-i- 
Afghan  and  the  road  leading  from  the  Cabal  gorge.  We  have 
plenty  of  loose  powder  for  this  howitzer,  and  any  number  of 
empty  shells  left  behind  by  the  mutineers.  Some  of  Shere  All's 
mountain  guns  are  also  being  got  ready  for  use.  Oar  own  bat- 
teries are  kept  free  to  move  &om  point  to  point  as  required,  special 
stations  being  told  off  for  them  at  night.  Morgan's  mountain 
battery  is  the  artillery  reserve :  the  infantry  and  cavaliy  reserve  is 
made  up  of  the  whole  of  the  92nd  Highlanders,  a  wing  of  the 
67th,  a  wing  of  the  72nd,  and  six  squadrons  diosen  from  among 
the  9th  Lancers,  5th  Punjab  Cavalry,  Chiides'  Cavalry,  12tb  Ben- 
gal Cavalry,  and  the  14tJi  Bengal  Lancers.  The  remainder  of 
the  troopers  and  Bowars  are  dismounted,  and  used  as  infantry  to 
man  the  defences.  The  reserve,  in  case  of  a  night  attack,  is  to 
fbrm  up  in  the  open  groond  ia  the  middle  of  castonments  below 
the  Bemani  gorge.  We  have  thus  made  all  our  preparations,  and 
Bboll  probably  pnraae  a  waiting  policy,  leaving  Mahomed  Jan  to 
his  occapation  of  Cabal  city  and  the  Bala  Hissar  until  (ileneral 
Charles  Googh  arrives.  What  that  occapation  is  likely  to  be,  we 
are  already  learning:  the  houses  of  all  known  &iends  of  the 
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British  are  being  looted  and  destroyed,  and  the  Hinda  and  Eizil- 
baab  quarters  are  also  being  attacked.  Constant  firing  is  heaid 
&om  the  city,  and  tbe  Kizilbashes  are  reaisting  the  attacks  to  the 
best  of  their  ability.  Against  sach  numbers,  however,  they  can- 
not make  a  stand,  however  bravely  they  may  fight.  Several  of 
them  have  sought  refnge  with  as,  and  we  have  also,  as  onr  gnests. 
Sirdar  Wali  Mahomed  Ebsn,  yonng  Ahmed  Ali,  and  their  per- 
sonal retainers.  Daond  Shah  has  been  pat  onder  arrest  "  as  a 
matter  of  precaation,"  and  the  Mustanfi  is  also  again  in  con- 
finement, as  well  as  other  Afghan  sirdarB,  whose  honesty  is  a 
donbtliil  quality.  Hasara  coolies  and  city  people,  employed 
hitherto  as  labonrers,  masons,  and  carpenters,  have  also  been 
tamed  ont  of  Sherpnr,  as  they  are  now  only  a  drag  upon  as, 
and  might  also  be  bearers  of  information  to  the  enemy. 

This  evening  large  bodies  of  men  vdth  standards  appeared  on 
the  road  above  Deb-i-Ai^an  until  the  slope  of  the  hill  was  com- 
pletely covered.  Beyond  waving  their  knives  and  inAwart,  and 
shouting  defiance,  they  did  nothing  to  annoy  or  irritate  as. 
General  Boberts  at  first  ordered  some  gons  out  to  shell  them,  bat 
changed  his  mind,  and  declined  to  waste  ammuaition  upon  them. 
In  the  evening  they  returned  to  the  city,  bat  kept  two  large  signal 
fires  burning  on  the  heights.  They  are  said  to  expect  reinforcements 
&om  Kohistan,  Turkistan,  and  the  Shutargardan  district;  bat  we 
have  no  news  of  these  being  on  the  movf .  They  boast  of  being 
able  to  get  100,000  men  together  in  a  week,  and  have  sent  to 
Ohazni  for  gnns.  At  present  they  have  not  been  able  to  rig  ap 
the  two  mountain  guns  they  captured,  or  to  use  two  others  taken 
in  Wali  Mahomed's  camp  above  Dehmazang.  If  they  were  to 
shell  Sherpui  they  might  cause  us  some  loss,  as  oar  cavalry  are 
picqaeted  in  the  open. 

While  I  am  writing  (on  the  evening  of  the  16th)  we  are  expect- 
ing a  night  attack ;  but  we  are  quite  ready  for  it,  every  post  being 
fally  manned.  The  Mobornim  has  now  began,  and  fanaticism  ia 
sure  to  run  high  among  the  gbazis  and  followers  of  Mushk-i- 
Alfttn,  bat  it  will  scarcely  prompt  them  to  attack  so  strong  a 
position  as  we  have  now  made.  Orders  have  been  issued  that,  in 
the  event  of  any  of  tbe  enemy  getting  within  cantonment  walls, 
they  are  to  be  bayoneted.    Shooting  is  fiirbidden,  as  in  camp  oar 
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bnlletB  would  probably  be  more  dangerouB  to  oar  own  troops  than 
to  scattered  parties  of  Afghans.  Every  mac  is  resting  on  his 
arms  ready  for  an  emergency. 

16tA  December. 
The  second  night  has  passed  without  any  demonstratdon  by 
Mahomed  Jan  against  Sherpnr ;  and  while  the  fite-eatera  in  our 
force  are  longing  for  an  attack,  in  order  that  the  A^hans  may 
learn  how  mad  walls  and  entrenchments  can  be  defended  by  men 
with  breech-loaders  in  their  hands,  most  of  ns  are  glad  tlut  onr 
soldiers  have  had  time  to  rest,  and  have  not  been  obliged  to  stand 
oat  all  night  in  the  bitter  oold.  Foar  blankete  per  man  have  been 
served  oat ;  and,  wrapped  in  these,  the  soldiers  have  been  able  to 
keep  themselreB  fairly  comfortable,  while  sleeping  in  the  trenches 
and  bastions.  The  sentries  are  on  the  alert,  and  have,  of  conrse, 
had  to  endore  cold  and  discomfort ;  bat  the  great  body  of  men 
have  rested  qnietly.  To-day,  also,  no  attack  has  been  attempted ; 
and  while  we  are  settling  down  to  the  new  conditionB  imposed 
npon  OS — ^for  we  are  now  practically  in  a  state  of  eiego — oar  spirits 
are  as  high  as  ever.  We  chafe  nnder  the  delay  which  must 
necessarily  ensue  before  we  can  once  more  disperse  the  enemy ; 
bat  we  hope  that  the  troops  from  Jngdnlluck  and  Oondamak  will 
soon  pnt  ns  in  a  position  both  to  hold  Sherpnr  and  to  have  a  few 
thoosand  men  ontside,  dealing  with  the  ghazis.  There  can  be 
no  doabt  we  have  been  lulled  daring  the  past  two  months  into 
false  secant^.  Our  only,anxiety  hitherto  has  been  to  find  an 
enemy  to  fight ;  and  the  opinions  I  have  e^ressed  in  former 
letters  as  to  the  Afghan  weakness  for  nmning  away,  have  been 
simply  those  held  by  everyone  here.  When  we  sent  onr  brigades 
oat  to  fight,  they  found  no  one  to  face  tbem ;  and  we  were  una- 
ware that  Bach  a  powerfiil  combination  as  that  now  against  ns 
was  possible.  AAor  the  dispersion  of  the  remnants  of  Yakub 
Khan's  mntinous  army,  there  was  such  an  appearance  of  peace, 
at  least  for  many  months,  that  the  ordinary  military  precautions 
were  not  taken.  Our  hands  were  fall  with  laying  in  supplies  for 
the  winter  and  getting  the  troops  into  barracks.  Sherpur,  with 
its  three  sides  already  fortified,  and  ample  accommodation  in  its 
long  lines  of  rooms,  wu  ready  to  onr  hand,  and  we  occupied  it 
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at  once,  althoogh  the  strength  of  oar  arm;  was  scarcel;  adeqa&te 
to  defecding  it*  and  keeping  our  commamcationB  open.  The 
original  plan  of  placing  two  or  three  regiments  in  the  Bala  Hissar 
was  certainly  a  good  one ;  bat  the  explosions  in  the  fortress,  and 
the  dread  that  it  might  still  contain  mines  anknown  to  as,  deterred 
General  fioberts  &om  carrying  oat  his  first  intention. 

Farther,  when  Sherpnr  was  occupied,  the  sense  of  seoarity  then 
prevailing  led  ns  to  spare  the  forts  and  villages  in  its  vicinity. 
Even  the  old  walla  and  isolated  towers  in  the  fields  about  were  left 
nntoached.  We  make  war  so  hnmanely  that,  even  in  a  conntry 
life  A^hanistan,  we  are  loth,  to  let  military  exigencies  override  all 
other  considerationB.  That  we  shall  sofTer  for  it  now  in  loss  of 
life  is  beyond  qaestion ;  for,  at  several  points  about  the  walls, 
eover  ia  given  to  an  attacking  party,  who  can  get  within  400  or 
600  yards  of  oar  bastions.  On  the  eastern  and  southern  sides 
this  is  particularly  the  case.  Outside  Bemsrn,  as  I  have  said,  are 
forts,  viUagea,  and  orchards ;  while,  between  the  three  gates  &cing 
towards  Gabnl,  the  ground  is  similarly  occupied.  Fort  Mohamed 
Sharif,  BO  well  known  in  the  dreary  days  of  1641-42,  still  stands 
intact  within  700  yards  of  the  "  72nd  Gateway,"  and  about  it 
are  high  walla  and  walled  enclosures,  which  are  sure  to  be  occu- 
pied by  sharp-shooters.  Outside  Deh-i-Afghan  also  are  orchards 
and  gardens,  each  with  its  strong  open  walls,  and  in  the  fields  are 
minous  walls,  with  an  occasional  tower,  which  we  could  easily 
have  destroyed  if  we  had  foreseen  that  an  investment  was  hanging 
over  us.  It  is  easy  to  be  wise  after  the  event ;  but  there  can  now 
be  but  one  view  as  to  the  defects  of  Sheipnr.  To  defend  it,  simply, 
is  DOW  comparatively  easy,  even  with  the  6,000  men  we  have 
within  its  walls ;  but  beyond  defence,  we  can  do  nothing.  It 
covers  such  an  enormoas  area  of  groond,  that  when  all  our  picqaets 
and  sentries  have  been  placed,  we  have  no  one  to  spare  ;  and 
though  we  have  dismounted  nearly  the  whole  of  our  cavalry,  there 
are  not  even  1,000  men  available  for  outside  work.  If  it  were 
half  the  Bixe,  we  should  be  as  comfortable  as  in  an  Indian  canton- 
ment ;  or  if  we  had  10,000  men  here,  and  three  or  four  more 
batteries  of  artillery,  we  could  break  ap  Mahomed  Jan's  army 
withont  difficulty.  Bat  neither  of  these  conditions  exists,  and  we 
*  This  WM  the  Titw  Uk«D  1?  OoIomI  UaHKcgor,  Chut  of  Uia  StaS 
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are  quietly  accepting  the  humiliation  of  inveBtment,  and  n 
ing  the  looting  of  Gabnl  and  the  Bala  HiBsar  without  being  able 
to  Btrite  a  blow  against  the  enemy.  The  suddenness  of  the  whole 
bnsinesB  is  the  most  remarkable  feature,  and  we  now  see  to  what 
imminent  danger  ^erpor  was  exposed  when  Generals  Maopherson 
and  Baker  were  sent  ont  to  force  the  fighting  in  Maidan.  In  the 
first  week  of  December  native  nunonrB  of  40,000  or  £0,000  men 
gathering  together  to  attack  Cabnl  were  freely  circulated  in  the 
eity,  bnt  little  attention  was  paid  to  them.  Later,  there  was 
the  plain  evidence  of  onr  caralry  sconts  that  4,000  or  6,000  men 
were  between  Maidan  and  Argandeh,  and  to  cnt  them  off  was  the 
object  of  General  Macphersou's  march  into  the  Chardeh  Valley, 
and  of  the  detmir  made  by  General  Baker  from  Charasia  to 
Maidan.  General  Macpherson,  in  carrying  ost  his  flank  march  to 
get  between  Mahomed  Jan  and  Bamias,  came  unexpectedly  npon 
Mir  Batcha  and  his  Kohistanis ;  and  he  had  first  to  deal  with 
them  before  taming  his  attention  to  the  Ardal  Pnltnn  and  their 
friends  from  Wardak  and  Ghazni.  His  defeat  of  Mir  Bntoha,  on 
December  10th,  was  of  great  value,  as  preventing  the  Kohistania 
from  joining  the  other  force ;  bnt  on  the  11th  there  followed  the 
defeat  of  onr  cavalry  and  the  temporary  loss  of  two  gnns.  That 
afternoon  was  really  most  pregnant  with  danger  to  the  canton- 
ment. Two  brigades  were  miles  away  from  the  walls,  and  between 
the  nearest  men  of  General  Macpherson's  brigade  and  Sherpor 
were  10,000  of  the  enemy.  If  they  had  streamed  over  the 
Nannchi  Kotal,  near  where  the  action  of  the  14th  was  fonght,  and 
had  shown  the  same  determination  in  assanlting  oar  lines  as  they 
had  done  in  resisting  the  cavalry  and  gone,  we  most  have  lost 
Sherpor  long  before  help  ooold  have  come  from  the  two  Brigadiers. 
That  the  enemy  streamed  off  to  the  Cabnl  gorge,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  seizing  the  Bala  Hissar  and  the  city,  was  the  saving  of  onr 
cantonments.  Two  hondred  rifles  of  the  72nd  checked  them  at 
Dehmazong,  and  they  contented  themselves  with  occapying  the 
hills  to  the  south  of  the  Bala  Hissar  Heights,  and  waiting  for ' 
reinforcements.  We  kept  them  in  play,  on  the  12th,  with  600 
men,  who  partly  captured  their  position ;  and  by  that  time 
General  Baker  had  reached  Bherpnr.  On  the  18th  onr  success 
was  nnqnalified  ;  we  stormed  and  occupied  the  enemy's  position, 
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and  our  earalry  in  the  Cabnl  plain  cat  to  pieoea  Bach  fa^tiTOS  as 
left  the  hills.  That  eTening  we  believed  we  had  aeen  the  enemy's 
foil  atxengtb  and  had  broken  it ;  bat  after  the  action  on  the  Afimai 
Heights,  and  the  retreat  of  onr  troops  to  cantonments,  we  were 
andeeeived.  It  became  apparent  that  there  were  between  80,000 
and  40,000  men,  quite  snfiQoient  to  keep  na  within  onr  walls,  as 
with  snob  nnmbere  many  points  conld  be  threatened  at  the  same 
time.  It  came  to  this :  diat  we  mast  be  content  to  let  them 
occupy  Gabnl,  the  Bala  Hissar,  and  whatever  other,  points  they 
chose,  while  we  watched  them  carefolly  &om  Sherpor,  ready  to 
repel  attack,  or  to  clear  them  oat  of  forts  and  vilUgcB  dangeronaly 
near  onr  walls.  Thxy  have  liberty  to  roam  whithersoever  they 
will ;  while  w«  are  so  namerioally  weak,  except  for  cavalry  leoon- 
saissanoea,  that  we  mast  accept  the  nsnal  conditions  of  a 
beleagoered  garrison.  We  have  accepted  it,  oheerfolly  enoogh,  I 
venture  to  say ;  and  when  we  again  go  ont  to  clear  Cabal  and  the 
Bala  Hissar,  we  shall  do  it  with  all  the  more  zest  after  being 
penned  np  in  Sherpnr  by  sheer  weight  of  nambera. 

To-day  there  has  not  been  mnch  dose  beyond  hard  work  at  the 
entrenchments,  at  which  the  men  labonr  heartily,  as  they  know 
the  importance  of  having  continaons  lines  of  defence.  Oar  cariosity 
is  fed  by  romoars  from  the  city,  &om  which  we  gain  a  certain 
amoant  of  tmatworthj  news ;  thongh  oar  spies,  as  a  rale,  are  the 
most  treacheroas-looking  raffians  we  have  seen  for  a  long  time. 
Oar  intelligence  department  has  snch  bad  tools  to  work  witii,  that 
Bcarcely  any  information  proves  correct ;  for  an  Afghan  ia  a  greater 
adept  at  &brication  than  any  other  Asiatic.  We  cannot  trust  them : 
they  go  and  come,  and  bring  strange  tales,  and  fill  oar  minds  with 
the  idea  that  40,000  ghazis  mean  to  fight  to  the  death,  so  as  to 
capture  Sherpnr ;  and  then  nothing  comes  of  it.  We  hear  to-day 
of  scaling-ladders  being  made,  and  of  an  aaaanlt  to  be  delivered 
simoltaneoasly  at  seven  points ;  bat  when  or  how  it  will  be  made 
not  even  the  most  pronoonced  liar  among  the  spies  ventnrea  to 
say.  Two  or  three  bankers  from  the  city  have  been  in  Sherpnr 
to-day,  and  &om  them  wd  have  learnt  that  Mahomed  Jan  and  his 
followers  are  borsting  with  pride  at  finding  themselves  in  pos- 
session of  Oabnl,  and  holding  the  British  army  in  check.  There 
is  so  much  confidence  among  them,   that,   no  donbt  at  the 
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instigatioD  of  Yaknb  Ehsn's  moUier,  the;  hare  proclaimed  young 
Masa  Jan,  Taknb'a  bod.  Amir.  TMs  is  to  give  a  aemblance  of 
order  and  patriotiBm  to  their  movements,  we  BQppoee ;  and, 
perhaps,  their  leaders  hereafter  ma;  be  hold  enough  to  proffer 
negotiation.  They  vill  be  the  monthpieoe  of  their  new  Amir,  and 
Sir  F.  Roberta  will  be  nothing  more  thAn  the  representative  of 
the  British,  who  will  be  told,  as  in  olden  times,  that  they  are 
not  wanted  in  the  ooantry.  Farther,  they  have  found  that  no 
OoTemor  of  Cabal  now  exists,  General  Hills,  oar  nominee,  having, 
of  oonrse,  left  the  kottu^i  for  the  safer  quarters  of  Sherpar.  The 
&natic8  have  therefore  nominated  Mushk-i-Aiam,  the  old  mooUah, 
to  be  Governor,  and  with  all  his  ninety  years  heavy  apon  him,  he 
sits  dispensing  jastice  and  encoaraging  the  mooUaha  to  work  npon 
the  religions  feelings  of  soldiers.  Whether  he  ezpeots  Icmg  to 
enjoy  his  dignity  does  not  appear ;  bat,  apart  from  his  great  age, 
there  is  the  contingent  of  Cabal  onoe  more  foiling  into  onr  hands. 
His  jehad  has  certainly  been  a  wonderful  snccess,  and  it  is  long 
since  so  large  a  nnmber  of  armed  men  have  been  assembled  in 
and  abont  Cabal.  They  are  likely  to  ezperienoe  the  same  difficalty 
we  have  always  felt — sapplies.  Each  villager  carries  vrith  him 
ehupaH€$  and  dried  mnlberries  sofficient  for  three  or  foar  days' 
consumption  ;  bat  their  food-bags  now  want  replenishing.  With 
her  usual  energy,  Yakub's  mother  is  said  to  have  given  her  jewels 
and  money  to  the  "  troops  " — if  they  deserve  the  name — and  they 
have  now  ample  foods  to  carry  them  on  for  a  short  time.  The 
citizens  also  have  been  called  upon  to  show  their  patriotism.  By 
beat  of  tom-tom  it  has  been  proclaimed  that  all  surplns  grain  and 
other  food  must  be  given  ap,  each  family  only  retaining  enough 
for  its  own  consumption.  The  bunniakg  and  others  will  be  heavy 
losers  by  this  enactment ;  but  as  death  is  threatened  in  case  of 
disobedience,  there  is  no  option  hat  to  obey.  They  will  find 
Mahomed  Jan's  short  role  for  different  &om  ours,  onder  which 
they  amassed  rupees  by  tiiousands,  and  fleeced  the  strangers 
handsomely.  The  wholesale  looting  that  has  gone  on  during  the 
last  two  days  has  given  the  enemy  vast  stores  of  treasure ;  and . 
one  report  states  that  Yahiya  Ehan's  house,  which  we  only  par- 
tially cleared  oat,  has  proved  a  mine  of  wealth  to  them.  The 
UBoal  resalt'  has  followed :  they  have  began  to  quarrel  among 
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themselTeB.  Every  A^tum  is  oot  a  gfaazi ;  and  to  the  mind  of 
the  Tillage  tribeBmac,  far  away  from  his  home,  it  Beems  folly  to 
risk  further  fighting,  while  snoh  plnnder  has  been  already  obtained. 
The  gliazis  wonid  at  all  coata  try  to  storm  Sherpur,  aad  repeat 
the  Tiotory  of  1841-2,  bat  their  fanaticism  has  not  extended  far, 
and  it  will  have  to  rise  to  fever-heat  before  it  will  face  an  aBBaolt. 
We  have  not  mnch  to  fear  in  that  direction  ;  but  still,  with  oar 
small  stock  of  ammanition,  it  would  be  better,  perhaps,  if  it  did 
not  take  place.  If  made  at  night,  oar  men  woold  probably  blaze 
away  70  or  100  ronnds ;  and  if  onr  reinfbroementa  were  checked, 
we  might  serioasly  feel  the  want  of  ammanition. 

To-day  the  sky  has  been  overcast  and  the  hills  obscured  with 
mist,  BO  we  have  been  unable  to  commnnicate  by  heliograph  with 
Lattabnnd.  We  beUeve  the  garrison  there  to  be  qnite  safe,  as 
news  of  any  attack  in  that  quarter  woold  reach  as  very  soon. 
Colonel  Hadson  knows  that  we  are  invested,  and  he  will  have 
taken  every  precaution  to  ensure  his  own  safety.  There  seems  no 
disturbance  among  the  Tezin  Gbilzais  as  yet,  and  the  Safis  of 
Tagao  have  not  yet  returned  to  their  friends  in  Cabal.  Their 
losses  must  have  been  heavy  on  the  18th  and  14th.  The  Kohls- 
tanis  who  got  away  from  the  cavalry  on  the  18th  did  not  all  escape 
to  their  homes.  While  the  fight  was  going  on  near  Cabnl,  l^e 
12th  Bengal  Cavalry  at  Butkhak  were  ordered  to  patrol  the  plain 
between  that  post  and  the  Logar  river.  Towards  evening  th^ 
came  across  eight  men  who  were  at  once  made  prisoners.  They 
were  all  armed  and  well  monnted,  and,  upon  being  qaestioned, 
said  they  were  &iends  of  Wall  Mahomed,  on  their  way  to  Tezin, 
to  bring  the  Ghilzaia  down  to  aid  the  British.  This  statement 
was  telegraphed  to  Sherpar,  bnt  Walt  Mahomed  knew  nothing  of 
the  men ;  and  as  they  had  the  accoutrements  of  a  G^nide  sowar  on 
one  horae,  and  three  new  Snider  rifles,  with  400  rounds  of  am- 
munition, they  were  ordered  to  bo  shot.  When  told  they  were  to 
die,  they  half-admitted  that  they  were  not  friends  of  Wall 
Mahomed.  Their  leader  was  a  yoang  Eohistani,  who  met  hia 
death  bravely  enough :  the  second  was  a  petty  sirdar,  who,  in  fear 
and  trembling,  begged  for  his  life ;  and  the  third  waa  a  village 
priest,  who  tried  to  induce  the  Mahomedan  sowar  told  off  to 
execute  him  to  let  him  go.     "Yon  are  a  Mahomedan,"  he  said. 
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"  and  I  am  one  of  your  holy  men.  Ton  cannot  shoot  me  I  Let 
me  get  past  the  aentry,  and  I  can  escape."  The  Bowar's  answer 
WSB  cbuactehstic  of  oar  men  :  "  Ton  have  been  fighting  against 
the  Sircar,  and  it  is  your  kismut  now  to  be  shot.  Ton  mast  folfil 
yonr  kirnnut."  The  mooUak  saw  that  his  prayers  were  of  no  avail, 
and  as  he  was  walking  ont,  he  added  half-apologeticaUy : — "  I 
tried  to  persnade  these  others  not  to  fight,  bat  they  woold  come 
down  to  Cabal,  and  they  brought  me  with  them."  This  was 
admission  enough,  even  if  it  were  not  the  whole  troth.  It  is  tite 
moollah  asnally  who  pefsaadea  the  tribes  to  tarn  oat,  not  the 
tribesmen  who  have  to  persuade  the  priest  to  come  with  them. 
The  foar  other  prisoners  were  servants  of  the  three  men  named  : 
as  they  were  all  bearing  arms  they  also  were  shot. 

IJ th  December, 
To-day  the  enemy  seem  to  have  awakened  to  a  sense  of  their 
responsibility  as  an  investing  force.  Having  made  their  perma- 
nent (?)  poUtical  arrangements  for  the  good  government  of  Cabnl 
and  Afghanistan,  they  have  begun  to  torn  their  attention  to  the 
stranger  within  their  gates.  They  fondly  imagine  that  a  parade 
of  their  strength  may  overawe  as,  and  strike  terror  to  our  souls  ; 
quite  forgetting  that  it  can  only  be  for  a  short  time  that  we  shall 
be  the  attacked,  and  not  the  attackers.  About  ten  o'clock  this 
morning  they  ponred  ont  of  the  eastern  and  western  gates  of 
Cabul  with  banners  flying  and  tom-toms  beating,  and  drew  up  in 
dense  masses  npon  the  Siah  Sang  Heights  on  the  one  side  and  the 
slopes  of  the  Asmai  hill  above  Deh-i- Afghan  on  the  other.  Horse- 
men were  seen  galloping  about  in  their  midst,  and  trying  to  keep 
them  together  in  military  order ;  bnt  their  efforts  were,  as  a  rule, 
of  no  avail,  only  the  men  of  the  Ardal  Pultun  marching  at  all 
like  soldiers.  The  men  in  that  regiment  (Guards)  still  cany  their 
Sniders,  and  dress  in  a  soldierlike  manner,  their  cross-belts  and 
poaches  giving  them  the  appearance  of  regular  sepoys.  At  eleven 
o'clock  the  Afghans  assembled  must  have  numbered  fully  20,000, 
and  it  was  believed  that  they  meditated  an  attack  on  the  eastern 
and  western  walls  of  Sherpur.  The  alarm  was  accordingly 
sonnded  in  cantonments,  all  work  at  the  trenches  was  stopped,  the 
Beserve  formed  np  at  its  appointed  place  below  the  Bemurt  gorge. 


D,g,t7„lb,.GOOgIC 


230  The  Afghan  War,  1879 — 80. 

ftttd  ever;  man  went  to  his  post.  It  waa  a  bleak  December  da; ; 
the  Sim  was  obscDred,  a  oold  wind  sweeping  down  from  the  Pngh- 
man  hills,  and  heavy  cloads  louring  as  if  threatening  snow.  Oai' 
men  in  the  trenches  and  on  the  walla  were  all  clad  in  their  over- 
coata,  and  drear;  work  the;  found  it  waiting  for  an  enemy  who 
never  oame.  The  hundreds  of  scaling-ladders  we  had  heard  00 
much  about  were  not  visible,  and  the  thousanda  of  men  who 
crowded  upon  8iah  Sung  were  only  valorous  enough  to  wave  their 
knives  and  scream  oat  oursea  which  never  reached  our  eara.  After 
ecveral  houra  of  thia  nnaatisfaotory  waiting,  the  order  was  given 
to  shell  the  enemy,  most  of  whom  ware  oat  of  rifle-range,  G-8 
and  two  guns  of  F-A  opened  upon  Slab  Sung,  and  their  practice 
Was  excellent.  0-8  got  the  range  exactly,  and  two  or  three  sheila 
boTBt  right  in  the  thick  of  the  masses  upon  the  ridge.  The  effect 
waa  inatantly  aeen :  "  they  jist  ren  like  skelpit  baima,"  as  a 
Highlander  remarked.  The  dead  and  wounded  were  dragged 
away  by  the  heela,  and  in  an  hour  the  heights  were  clear,  except 
of  such  small  parties  as  disdained  to  run  away.  A  few  marksmen 
of  the  67th,  with  their  Martinis,  knocked  over  one  or  two  of  theae 
at  1,700  yarda,  and  this  long-range  shooting  caused  the  Afghans 
to  disperse,  some  going  to  the  BaU  Hissar,  and  others  running 
down  to  the  villages  b^ow  Siah  Song.  On  our  eastern  wall  the 
8-inch  howitzer,  placed  in  position  on  one  of  the  bastions,  was 
fired  for  the  first  time,  and  its  huge  shells,  dropping  into  and 
over  Deh-i-Aighan,  scattered  the  crowds  there  assembled.  The 
terrific  report  of  the  howitser,  and  the  borsting  of  its  heavy  shells, 
did  much  to  alarm  the  enemy,  who  have  hitherto  only  had 
7-pounder8  and  9-pDnnderB  fired  against  them.  There  was  some 
difGouIty  at  first  in  getting  the  range  and  fixing  fusee  in  the 
shells,  which  are  of  A^han  make ;  bat  oar  gunners  soon  over- 
came this,  and  the  howitzer  is  now  in  perfect  working  order.  It 
wUl  be  very  useful  in  shelling  aach  villages  near  Deh-i- Afghan  as 
may  be  occupied  by  sharp-ahooters. 

The  only  attempt  to  open  fire  upon  the  cantonment  walls  was 
made  by  a  small  body  of  the  enemy,  who  took  possession  of  the 
small  walled  garden,  where  the  Sth  Punjab  Cavalry  was  qaartered 
before  the  investment.  This  garden  lies  to  the  right  of  the  road 
leading  to  the  city,  and  is  about  700  yards  from  the  "  72nd  Oate- 
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way."  It  is  an  that  remainB  of  tbe  old  "  King's  Oarden "  of 
1639-42.  The  walla  are  abont  ten  feet  high,  and  within  them 
are  muQerouB  large  trees,  up  wMch  aome  of  the  more  daring 
Afghans  climbed.  Their  best  shots  aimed  at  oar  men  lining  the 
walls :  but  although  their  ballets  strook  the  parapet  frtou  time 
to  time,  or  dropped  tu  over  into  the  open  space  where  oar  tents 
need  to  stand,  no  harm  was  done.  Two  moantsin  gons  of 
Swinley'g  batter;  were  placed  in  the  bastion,  fifty  yards  to  the 
vest  of  the  "  72nd  Gateway,"  and  these  shelled  the  garden,  while  a 
few  marksmen  fired  at  sni^  Aighans  as  exposed  themselves.  In 
the  afternoon  two  companies  of  the  5th  Ponjab  Infantry  were 
ordered  ont  to  clear  the  garden.  Colonel  Brownlow,  of  the  72nd, 
who  has  charge  of  the  wall  from  the  gateway  to  the  Boath-westem 
bastion,  rode  oat  with  them.  They  doubled  across  the  open, 
covered  by  the  fire  from  the  gate  and  bastions,  and  got  well  roand 
to  the  westward  of  the  garden.  The  enemy  fired  a  few  shots,  and 
then  rushed  ont  at  the  opposite  ^de,  making  fbr  Mahomed  Sharif 'a 
fort  on  the  other  »de  of  the  road.  One  was  shot  and  bayoneted; 
and  on  oar  side  a  sepoy  of  the  6th  \ros  slightly  woonded  by  a 
ballet  in  the  leg.  The  garden  was  thoroaghly  searched,  bat  none 
of  the  enemy  coald  be  foand,  so  onr  men  retnmed  to  Bherpnr, 
two  companies  of  the  72nd  being  ready  inside  to  cover  Uieic 
retirement  if  they  had  been  followed  ap.  B^ond  one  or  two 
dn^ping  shots,  they  were  allowed  to  march  back  onmolested. 
While  this  wm  going  on,  the  Bala  HisBar  was  seen  to  be  crowded 
with  armed  men,  and  word  was  brongbt  in  that  the  mooUahi  were 
haruigning  them,  and  arging  them  to  attack  in  earnest.  Their 
ezbortationB  hod  some  effect,  as  several  thonsand  men  took  the 
rood  which  wonld  have  brooght  them  across  the  Cabnl  river  and 
well  within  range  of  oar  rifles ;  bat  their  courage  or  £finaticism 
was  not  equal  to  the  demand  made  apon  it,  and  they  eventoally 
tamed  off  and  went  into  the  city.  A  few  are  reported  to  have 
gone  to  some  villages  outside  Bemaru  and  the  eastern  wall  of 
Sherpar ;  but  whether  they  will  remain  there  all  night  is  doabtfol. 
There  is  no  oi^anised  plan  of  attack  among  them ;  and  unless 
more  determination  is  shown  than  that  displayed  to-day,  our 
investment  is  likely  to  be  of  a  very  mild  kind.  The  nnmerical 
strength  opposed  against  ub  Bcenu  also  to  have  decreased,  and 
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oar  spies  report  that  many  villagerB  hare  retnraed  home  with 
their  dead  and  woanded,  taking  also  with  them  eooh  loot  aB  they 
oaa  carry.  The  boasted  reinforcements  to  avrell  their  ranks  to 
100,000  men  are  not  forthcoming ;  and  beyond  the  annoyance  of 
being  confined  within  cantonments,  we  do  not  snffer  mnoh  from 
Mahomed  Jan's  BQCceBses.  The  wells  we  have  snnk  since  oar 
water-sapply  was  cnt  off  give  na  good  water ;  and  except  the 
MTalry,  whose  lines  are  in  the  open,  we  are  all  anug  ander  cover 
in  oar  barracks,  so  that  stray  ballets  cannot  do  ns  harm.  For 
the  better  parposes  of  defence  the  cantonment  has  been  divided 
into  sections,  and  each  of  these  is  in  charge  of  an  officer.  From 
the  head-qnarters'  gate  northwards  to  the  end  of  the  wall,  and 
thence  along  the  heights  to  the  Bemarn  gorge,  Major-(}eneral 
Hills  has  charge ;  Brigadier-General  Hogh  Qongh  takes  &om  the 
gorge  and  along  the  line  of  entrendmients  to  Bemarn  village ; 
Colonel  Jenkins,  of  the  Goides,  has  the  eastern  wall,  &om  Bemara 
to  the  comer  bastion  looking  towards  Bntkhak;  Brigadier-General 
MacphersoQ  the  sonthern  wall,  from  that  bastion  to  the  72nd 
Gate ;  Colonel  Brownlow  from  the  gate  to  the  comer  bastion  on 
the  sonth-west,  facing  Deh-i-Afghan ;  and  Colonel  Hogg  from 
that  bastion  to  the  hesd-qoarters.  Major  Hanna  is  Brigadier- 
General  Gongh's  orderly  officer.  The  Beserre  is  ander  Brigadier- 
General  Baker,  and  at  night  all  the  men  belonging  to  it  sleep  on 
&e  hillside  below  Bemara  gorge.  Daring  the  day  the  position 
of  the  infantry  is  as  follows : — From  the  head-qoarters'  gate  to  the 
western  foot  of  the  heights,  the  5th  Ponjab  Infantry  ;  below  the 
heights,  to  the  west  of  tiie  gorge,  the  8rd  Sikhs  and  5th  Ghoorkss; 
east  of  the  gorge,  the  wing  of  the  23rd  Pioneers ;  in  Bemarn 
village,  the  Guides'  Cavalry  and  Infantry;  near  the  eastern 
vrall,  100  men  of  the  28th  Panjab  Infantiy  and  part  of  the 
67th  Foot ;  in  the  barracks,  on  the  aoa&,  the  remainder  of  the 
67th,  the  d2nd,  and  the  72nd;  and  in  the  western  wall  the 
Sappers  and  Miners.  Oismoanted  cavaliy  are  also  employed  at  a 
few  of  the  bastions  and  near  the  gorge.  The  gnns  are  moved 
&om  point  to  point  as  their  fire  is  wanted.  To-day  parties  of 
cavalry  were  oat,  reconnoitring  towards  Eohistan,  in  the  direction 
of  the  Sorkh  Eotal ;  bnt  beyond  seeing  a  few  score  men  moving 
about,  they  reported  nothing  nnasaal.     They  did  not  come  ander 
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fire  of  tlie  enemy.  Our  cavalry  videttea  take  ap  ■  positian  on 
two  low  MUb,  a  mile  b^ond  the  north-weBtem  baation,  wheooe 
they  con  watch  the  Aliabad  and  Kanaohi  Eotals  leading  from 
Chardeh  Volley,  and  also  warn  hb  of  the  moTements  of  the  enemy 
along  the  road  at  the  foot  of  the  Asmai  hill  from  Deh-i-Afgh&n. 
No  large  bodioB  of  A^hans  could  move  from  this  direction  with- 
out the  garrison  having  timely  warning  of  their  approach. 

Again  to-day  we  bod  no  hehographio  communication  with 
Lattabimd,  and  the  position  of  General  Chariea  Googh's  brigade 
is  quite  unknown  to  na.  We  ore  oalcolating  that  he  will  be  here 
by  the  20th ;  bat  this  is  a  Bangnice  estimate,  as  the  troops  on 
the  Ehyber  side  are  etill  weak  in  their  transport  arrangements. 
He  may  be  anable  for  a  few  days  to  concentrate  his  troops  at  Jng- 
dollnok  preparatory  to  atarting  for  Cabnl ;  bnt  the  exigency  is  bo 
great,  that  we  may  reasonably  hope  great  energy  will  be  shown  in 
poshing  on  when  once  a  atart  is  made.  He  is  to  bring  with  him 
the  9th  Foot,  the  2nd  and  4th  Ghoorkaa,  and  a  moantain  battery; 
and  if  the  baggage  is  limited  to  the  merest  necesaariea,  the  march 
should  be  a  rapid  one.  It  ia  a  heavy  blow  to  oar  preatige  to  be 
forced  ioto  Sherpnr  after  having  mled  Cabnl  for  two  months ; 
and  the  sooner  the  present  humiliating  state  of  affairs  ia  changed, 
the  better  will  it  be  for  oar  fatnre  control  of  the  coantry.  Oar 
men  are  equal  to  bearing  the  ezposnre  of  night  work  well  enongh 
onder  the  inflaenco  of  excitement ;  bat  when  the  reaction  comes, 
there  will  be  a  long  list  of  hospital  cases,  for,  even  with  foar 
blankets  and  an  overcoat,  a  soldier  cannot  bat  feel  the  effects  of 
aleepiog  oat  in  the  open  air.  To-day  has  been  the  coldest  we  have 
yet  e^erienced,  and  the  vind  ia  very  trying  to  the  sentries,  who 
have  to  stand  motionleea  at  their  posts,  watching  for  the  enemy. 
If  anow  falls,  the  discomfort  will  be  increased,  and  the  men  in 
the  trenchea  and  bastiona  will  have  to  bear  great  hardships. 


18(A  December. 

Night  attacks,  whidi  woald  cause  as  much  trouble  and  seriously 

harasa  our  troops,  do  not  aeem  to  be  advisable  in  the  eyea  of 

the  Afghans.    Not  even  the  ghozis,  who  showed  anch  courage  on 

the  14^,  can  persaade  their  Meads  to  venture  forth  at  night ;  and 
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as  the  moon  nighU;  givea  more  uid  more  light,  we  feel  lesB  anxious 
as  we  "  tore  in,"  folly  dressed,  at  ten  o'olook.  Not  that  we 
relax  oar  vigilance  in  the  least :  there  is  too  much  at  stake  for 
this ;  bnt  that  we  sleep  soonder,  now  that  for  three  nights  we  have 
been  left  ondistorbed.  A  sentry  occasioiially  fires  a  shot ;  bat 
no  sooner  does  the  report  ring  oat,  than  an  officer  viedte  the  post 
and  personally  sees  if  there  are  signs  of  danger.  In  the  Beserre 
below  the  gorge  the  officers  of  eac^  regiment  watoh  for  an  hooi 
in  torn ;  and  thas,  in  addition  to  the  sentries,  there  are  always 
eyes  and  ears  ready  to  detect  anything  nnnsoal.  Tents  hfiTe 
been  pibdied  for  some  of  the  mea  to  deep  in ;  bat  the  majority 
roll  themselreB  ap  io  their  blankets  sad  waterproof  sheets,  and 
rest  as  cheerfully  as  if  within  foor  walls.  The  officers  on  duty 
on  the  walls  sleep  among  their  men,  and  are  called  whenever 
easpicion  is  excited  by  moving  objects  ooteide,  so  that  a  night 
surprise  is  impossible.  The  officers  in  charge  of  sections  visit 
their  walls  and  trenches  nightly,  to  see  that  all  arrangements  are 
properly  carried  out ;  and  General  Boberts  and  his  Staff  stnnetimea 
make  the  entire  round  of  cantonments.  If  an  enwny  were  be- 
sieging as  in  a  civilized  manner,  and  pushing  forward  parallels 
and  entrenchments,  we  could  not  be  more  vigilant;  and  it  is 
satiB&etory  in  the  extreme  to  see  the  soldierlike  bearing  of  all  the 
troops  engaged  in  the  weary  work  of  keeping  watch  and  ward,  over 
nearly  five  miles  of  defences.  British  and  native  are  folly  alive 
to  the  serions  duties  they  have  to  fulfil ;  and  down  even  to  the 
dismounted  Lancer,  with  his  carbine  ready  for  nse,  doing  the 
onwonted  task  of  sentry-go  in  the  trenches,  there  is  not  a  man 
who  has  not  accepted  cheerfally  the  hardships  imposed  upon 

It  vras  and^rstood  that  to-day  an  attack  would  be  made  in 
earnest.  The  nux^laht  had  been  at  their  prayers  in  the  early 
morning,  and  had  blessed  innumerable  flimsy  standards  which 
were  to  be  planted  on  our  walls  when  their  victorious  followers 
had  driven  os  &om  our  defences.  There  certainly  was  more 
appearance  of  resolution  in  the  movements  of  the  enemy  than  has 
hitherto  been  the  case.  The  small  par^  in  the  villages  beyond 
the  eastern  wall  had  deaied  oat  during  the  night,  and  a  demon- 
stration in  force  was  made  horn  the  sooUi-westem  direction.     Oar 
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UTaliy  videttea  on  Si&h  Sung  and  the  hills  near  the  north-west 
bastion  gave  as  wanting  of  the  spproaeh  of  several  thousand  men, 
who  moved  oat  with  their  standards  from  the  Jellalabad  gate  and 
Deh-i-Afghan,  and  took  np  positions  in  the  gardens  and  enclosniea 
which  cover  the  plain  to  the  north  of  the  city.  I  have  said  that 
good  eovei  for  an  attacking  fbtce  still  remains  in  front  of  the 
southern  wall  and  the  sonth-west  bastions,  and  this  was  made  use  of 
b;  Mahomed  Jan,  to  posh  his  men  well  towards  Sherpor.  The 
alarm  was  sounded  in  cantonments  at  eleven  o'clock,  as  on  the 
previous  day,  and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hoar  we  were  read;  for  the 
attack.  A  hot  fire  was  b^on  &om  behind  w^ls,  wateicoorses, 
and  towers,  npon  the  soldiers  lining  the  walls  of  Sherpnr,  and  we 
answered  it  vrith  oar  gons.  Shells  were  dropped  into  tihe  gardens 
where  the  enemy  were  in  most  force,  dz  gnns  of  0-8  and  F-A 
being  taken  ont  at  the  north-west  comer  of  the  cantonment,  and 
making  good  practice  at  1,600  and  2,000  yards.  Orders  were 
given  for  no  emaU-arm  ammunition  to  be  wasted,  and  small  volleys 
only  were  fired  upon  the  men  fall;  exposing  themselves,  A  few 
ghazis  worked  &om  wall  to  wall,  ontil  within  400  yards  of  the 
comer  bastion  nearest  Deh-i-Afghan,  bat  they  coold  do  nothing 
beyond  planting  their  standards,  for  at  that  distance  onr  marks- 
men, with  their  Martinis,  oonld  scarcely  fail  to  hit  even  so  small 
an  object  as  a  man's  head.  A%han8  are  good  skirmishers,  and  in 
the  art  of  taking  cover  they  are  almost  aneqnalled ;  bat  there  vraa 
an  open  space  between  their  advanced  standards  and  the  walls, 
wbitji  even  a  ghazi  would  not  ventare  to  cross.  All  that  we  coold 
see  were  the  flashes  from  their  rifles  and  jhezaila  from  loopholes 
in  the  enclosores  and  towers,  or  from  behind  trees,  ditohes,  and 
stones.  Onr  shells  were  so  effective,  that  two  or  three  barsting 
in  a  garden  were  enongh  to  drive  its  defenders  to  seek  oQuae 
protection  ;  and  as  they  passed  from  wall  to  wall,  they  were  shot 
down  by  oar  rifle-fire,  which  never  grew  wild  or  irregular.  Eight 
picked  men  oat  of  the  72nd  Highlanders  firing  a  volley  at  a  signal 
from  their  oflScer  accounted  for  six  men  ont  of  ten  who  were 
trying  to  reach  a  small  isolated  tower  only  400  yards  from  the 
Booth- west  bastion ;  and  their  comrades  near  were  so  disheartened 
that  they  left  their  standards,  and  crawled  back  several  hundred 
yards.    Solitary  ^lazis,  walking  in  sheer  bravado  oat  of  cover. 


D,g,t7„lb,.GOOgIC 


2^6  The  Afghan  War,  1879—80. 

were  killed  at  longer  ranges,  and  all  heart  seemed  to  die  oat  of 
the  attftokiiig  part;,  who  conld  make  no  headway  agaioBt  snch  a 
deadly  fire.  For  the  greater  part  of  the  day  the  enemy's  fiie 
from  the  Tillages  eontiuQed,  and  ballets  came  staging  over  the 
walls  into  cantonments,  making  it  dangeroas  for  anyone  to  ventare 
beyond  the  shelter  of  the  barracks.  Spent  ballets  dropped  a  few 
yards  over  the  roofs,  and  Lieatenant  Snnderland,  of  the  72nd, 
was  strnok  on  the  foot  and  sUghtly  wonnded  by  one  of  these.  A, 
hhttUe  near  head-qoarters  was  hit  in  the  chest,  and  General 
Tanghan's  horse  was  wounded  while  standing  picqneted  near  the 
Bame  spot.  Every  tree  and  every  yard  of  wall  outside  Deh-i- 
A^han  and  Marad  Khana,  the  northern  part  of  Cabnl,  seemed  to 
hide  skirmishers ;  and  the  rattle  of  masketry  for  several  hoars 
told  of  the  continnoas  fiie  they  were  keeping  ap.  Not  a  man  on 
Sherpar  walls  was  hit,  thongh  narrow  escapes  were  nnmeroos. 
General  Roberts,  with  several  members  of  his  Staff,  was  watching 
the  movements  of  the  enemy  from  the  roof  of  tlie  head-qoartws' 
gate  when  a  ballet  passed  jnst  over  the  parapet  and  struck  the 
wall  behind.  The  heliograph  instrument  on  the  same  roof  was 
also  hit.  The  Union  Jack  was  Sying  jast  below,  and  it  wu> 
believed  that  this  was  taken  as  a  target,  as  the  shooting  was  bo 
accurate.  A  score  of  Mahomed  Jan's  nondescript  cavalry  galloped 
along  the  road  below  the  Asmai  hill,  as  if  to  cut  off  our  videttes, 
but  a  few  shells  checked  them ;  while  a  small  body  of  in&ntry, 
which  tried  to  work  round  in  the  same  direction,  were  kept  back 
by  a  few  shots  &om  the  sowars'  carbines,  aided  by  a  oroaa  fire 
£rom  twelve  picked  shots  of  the  6th  Ponjab  In&ntry,  snagly 
ensconced  in  the  fields,  behind  a  little  aunf^ar  600  yards  from  the 
guns.  These  twelve  men — six  Afridis  and  six  Dogras — also 
prevented  any  stragglers  &om  firing  at  the  gnns ;  and  the  coolness 
with  which  they  kept  their  post  and  fired  upon  200  ot  300  Afghans 
who  tried  to  dislodge  them  was  admirable.  In  the  afternoon  the 
67th  Foot  moved  out  along  the  fields  in  front  of  the  sonthem 
walls,  and  skirmished  along  the  enemy's  right  Sank,  so  as  to  draw 
their  fire,  and  make  them  show  their  real  strength.  They  were 
also  to  examine  the  gronnd,  and  see  if  it  were  possible  for  cavalry 
to  WOTk  across.  They  lined  such  walls  as  gave  cover  and  drew  a 
smart  fire  upon  themselves,  which  they  returned  rather  too  freely, 
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considering  that  ftmmniiitioD  is  so  valuable.  There  was  not  time 
for  them  to  clear  the  gardens  and  forts,  so  at  sunset  the;  retnmed 
to  their  qnarters,  their  withdrawal  being  the  signal  for  the  enemy 
to  follow  their  old  tactics  of  creeping  forward  again  to  the  positions 
they  had  evacnated.  The  fire  from  the  bastions  was  again  eSec- 
tive  in  covering  the  retirement,  and  the  regiment  reached  canton- 
menla  without  any  casoalties.  The  Xing'a  Garden  hod  been 
oconpied  since  the  morning  by  two  companies  of  the  5th  Pnnjab 
Infantry,  Colonel  WilUame  (commanding  5th  Pnnjab  Cavalry) 
having  reported  that  it  was  easily  defensible  by  in&ntry.  The 
Pnnjabees  were  withdrawn  at  the  same  time  as  the  67th  retired ; 
two  companies  of  the  8rd  Sikhs,  who  had  gone  oat  to  strengthen 
the  right  flank  of  the  67th,  keeping  the  enemy  back  while  the 
garden  was  evacoated.  No  sooner  had  the  sepoys  withdrawn 
than  the  garden  was  filled  with  A%hana,  who  fired  the  qnarters 
of  the  sowars,  and  amased  themselves  by  shrieking  and  holding 
abont  the  place,  as  if  they  had  gained  a  great  snccess.  The  5th 
Pnnjab  Cavalry  have  had  all  their  trouble  for  nothing :  they  bad 
made  Uiemselves  comfortable  for  the  winter,  and  had  got  in  hkoosa 
and  firewood  ;  and  this  is  now  either  bomt  or  carried  away.  In 
a  village  near  Mahomed  Sharifs  Fort  are  large  stores  of  forage, 
and  this,  also,  will  probably  be  looted. 

To-day  the  snn  shone  oat  for  a  short  time,  and  we  were  able  to 
heliograph  to  Lattabnnd,  althongh  the  mist  over  the  hills  beyond 
Bntkhak  was  very  dense.  A  message  was  received  from  Colonel 
HadsoQ,  oommanding  at  Lattabnnd,  reporting  all  well ;  he  had 
not  been  attacked ;  Goim;h's  brigade  had  not  been  seen,  and  it 
was  supposed  he  was  still  at  Jngdallnok.  General  Boberts  signalled 
back,  ordering  the  brigade  to  advance  instantly,  even  if  they  had 
to  leave  their  tents  behind  for  want  of  transport ;  bnt  whether  the 
signallers  at  Lattabnnd  conld  read  oar  message,  is  not  certain,  as 
no  answering  flashes  came  back,  heavy  clonds  obsonring  the  snn 
over  the  distant  koUd,  It  was  signalled  twice,  so  that  it  might  be 
onderstood,  and  we  have  bat  little  donbt  that  it  was  "  read  "  cor- 
rectly. It  is  now  plain  that  oar  reinforcements  will  not  be  here 
by  the  20th,  and  we  mast  wait  patiently  for  another  five  or  six 
days. 

Snow  began  to  fall  at  seven  o'clock  this  evening,  and  it  is  still 
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Bteodily  SDOwing  now  (midniglit).  At  ten  o'clock  I  visited  the 
bastioiiB  held  by  the  TSnd  Highl&nders,  and  gained  Bome  idea  of 
the  work  our  men  are  called  npon  to  do.  The  sentries  in  their 
greatooats  were  simply  white  figores  standing  rigidly  np  like 
ghosts,  the  snow-flakes  sofUy  covering  them  &om  head  to  foot, 
and  freezing  as  they  fell.  Men  on  gnard  in  the  bastiona  were 
walking  briskly  to  and  fro  in  their  limited  space  to  keep  them- 
selves  warm,  and  at  their  feet  were  their  sleeping  comrades, 
covered  with  their  waterproof  sheets.  A  tuAA.  wind  had  been  blow- 
ing in  the  early  part  of  the  evening,  and  this  had  driven  the  flakes 
into  every  crevice,  and  had  caosed  several  inches  of  snow  to  drift 
aboat  the  feet  of  the  sentries  in  the  parapet.  In  the  ditch  below 
onr  horses  were  tethered,  and  onr  syoea  and  followers  sleeping, 
the  anew  covering  all  alike,  and  whitening  the  ground  as  far  as 
the  e^e  coold  reach.  Inside  cantonments  was  one  wide  sheet  of 
snowy  brightness,  the  Bemam  Heights  rising  np  in  the  backgromid 
and  looming  through  the  snow-fiakes  like  a  snowy  barrier  blocking 
DS  &om  the  outer  world.  It  was  bitterly  eold  on  these  heights, 
over  which  a  cold  wind  nearly  always  blows  ;  and  we  knew  that, 
hidden  from  onr  view,  were  2,000  or  8,000  men  sleeping  at  their 
posts,  with  the  snow  aboat  them,  every  man  ready  to  answer  the 
first  call  of  his  officer,  stalking  aboat  among  the  sentries.  Picqnet 
dnty  under  such  conditions  is  a  real  hardship ;  bat  with  Balaclava 
caps  and  warm  gloves  &c»t-bite  is  guarded  against,  and  with  the 
early  morning  comes  hot  soup  and  cocoa,  which  cheers  the  men, 
and  gives  them  heart  to  &oe  the  cold.  By  order  of  the  (General, 
the  Commissariat  serve  out,  night  and  morning,  tinned  soups  and 
cocoa  to  all  the  European  soldiers ;  and  it  is  fortunate  that  a  large 
supply  of  these  stimulants — ^for  such,  indeed,  they  are  in  a  climate 
like  this — readied  us  a  few  weeks  ago.  The  small  tins  are  easily 
carried  by  Uie  men,  and  all  that  is  wanted  is  a  cup  of  hot  water  to 
give  a  "  drink  "  with  which  mm  cannot  hope  to  compete.  The 
sepoys  and  sowars  of  the  native  regiments  are  not  forgotten,  addi- 
tional comforts  being  served  out  to  them  ;  and  they  are  cheery  aa 
their  English  comrades,  though  the  snow  is  &t  more  trying  to 
men  &om  a  tropical  climate, 

Onr  wounded  generally  are  doing  well,  thoagh  one  trooper  of 
the  9th  Lancers,  who  was  injured  by  his  horse  being  killed  in  a 
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eharge,  has  died.  Colonel  Cleland,  the  Colonel  of  the  same 
regiment,  who  was  woonded  in  the  disaetroaB  ofEair  of  the  11th, 
is  proDonnced  oat  of  danger ;  while  Lieutenant  Egerton,  shot 
throogh  the  neak  on  the  14tb,  is  walking  abont  again,  thongh  still 
on  the  sick  list.  I  am  sorry  to  say  tltat  Major  Cook,  T.C.,  &th 
Ghoorkas,  is  dying,  mortification  having  set  in  from  the  wound  he 
reoeived  belowthe  knee  on  the  Bala  Hissar  Heights.  His  brother. 
Lieutenant  Cook,  of  the  8rd  Sikhs,  who  was  wonnded  in  Chardeh, 
is  rapidly  reooTering. 


CHAPTEB  XVm. 

Tka  Sag*  of  Bhtipnr  ooBtiiiiiMl— Gmen)  Btbr"*  AtUok  opao  CI*  Hit  Akhor— !>•- 
stmcUon  of  (lie  ?<nrt — Talegnphio  uid  HeliogrmpMo  Amngomanti  in  BJurpsr — 
Navi  (rom  Lnttaband — Decpatch  ol  &  Coiitxit  to  Colond  Hndjoo — Horenanti  ol 
tba  Inmnr  kt  the  BatUwl  Boad— Want  of  HUltarr  Enovledge  vmm%  the  Afghuu 
— DinaiHiau  in  their  Binko — Ibhonud  Ju  i^ub  Tenn* — Ha*T7  Chmi  got  into 
PontiOQ  in  fiherpfir — BttnbATdQieiit  of  ^iia  Ufthomed  fiharif— Failore  to  diaJodga 
(he  EnBm  J— Aniral  of  Qsnaral  ChulM  Qongh'i  Brigwle  »t  Sol  Bftba—N ight  Ihreh 
tk  tb*  IStb  Bengal  C»nliT  to  Lnltabnnd—Oeinipalioti  of  VUlagca  Eart  of  BhsTpnr 
bf  the  Bnemj^ — TnHtworthy  Nawi  of  a  oODtempUUed  Attack — nie  Prepaiatiou 
to  ndat  ao  AMaoH— 'The  AttwJc  of  Deoamber  2Srd— BcpulM  of  the  Pint  Attack 
Ml  the  Baatem  Trenohea  —  The  Attack  renewed — Diipenion  of  the  Bnemr — 
CanliT  Pnnoit— Deatha  of  Captain  Dnndaa,  V.C. ,  and  lienteDant  Nogeot,  IL  B.— 
Qeoena  Chulea  Sough  at  the  Logai  Bridge— B«tnn  of  Caaoaltiea. 

Shbbpub,  \%th  December, 
Thb  enemy  daring  the  night  occupied  two  strong  fiirts  a  fbw 
hundred  jviAa  b^ond  the  eastern  wall,  and  were  in  such  nombers 
that  their  fire  annoyed  us  in  that  direction.  Near  the  28th  N.I. 
lines  is  a  high  walled  enclosure,  in  which  sick  and  wounded  sepoys 
are  plaoed ;  and  in  front  of  this  again,  outside  the  lines,  is  a 
small  fort  in  which  fifty  men,  of  the  67th  Foot,  under  Captain 
Smith,  had  been  stationed  during  the  night  as  an  advanced  post. 
The  fort  nearest  to  them  in  possession  of  the  enemy  is  known  as 
Eila  Mir  Akhor,  named  after  the  A%han  Master  of  the  Horse,  and 
to-day  Qeneral  Baker  was  ordered  to  destroy  this.  He  took  with 
him  400  of  the  67th,  under  M^or  Eingsley,  400  of  the  Srd  Sikhs 
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aoder  Colonel  Money,  the  5th  Pnnjab  CaTslry,  two  monntain  gtms 
of  Swinley's  Battery,  and  a  party  of  Sappers  and  Miners.  These 
moved  ont  abont  eight  o'clock ;  bat  the  morning  was  so  misty  after 
last  night's  bU  of  enow,  that  nothing  could  be  seen  twenty  yards 
away.  A  wall  of  mist  shat  out  the  view  on  every  side,  and  it 
was  difKcolt  to  feel  the  enemy  and  to  test  their  strength.  Jast 
as  the  guns  were  being  got  into  action,  a  terrific  fire  from  the  two 
forta  held  by  the  AQjhuis  was  opened  upon  General  Baker,  and 
several  men  fell  woonded.  Lieutenant  Montenato,  of  the  Moan- 
tain  Battery,  was  laying  a  gnu  when  a  ballet  straok  him  in  the 
chest  and  lodged  in  the  spine,  inflicting  a  mortal  wonnd.  General 
Baker  moved  back  the  67th  in  rear  of  the  fort  occupied  by  Captain 
Smith,  to  act  as  a  reserve,  and  extended  the  8rd  Sikhs  in  skir- 
mishing order  throngh  the  orchards  to  open  fire  upon  Eila  Mir 
Akhor.  The  gons  bied  to  get  round  on  the  left,  bat  fonnd  no 
position  to  suit  them  in  the  orchards,  and  it  was  then  reported 
that  the  fort  was  commanded  from  the  sonth-eastern  bastion.  They 
were  moved  into  this  bastion,  and,  aided  by  two  gans  of  F-A, 
shelled  the  place  for  some  time.  Covered  by  this  fire,  the  67th 
advanced  to  see  if  the  fort  were  still  held,  as  the  fire  &om  it  had 
slackened.  As  they  were  not  fired  upon,  the  Sappers,  under  Lien- 
tenants  Nugent  and  Murdoch,  pushed  on  with  powder  bags  and 
got  within  the  walls,  which  were  surroanded  by  Major  Eingsley 
and  bis  men.  The  towers  were  mined  and  blown  up,  and  the 
buildings  set  on  fire.  The  enemy  still  held  the  forther  fort,  which 
was  of  great  strength,  with  walls  30  feet  high,  and  beyond  some 
skirmishers  of  the  67th  checking  the  fire  from  its  towers,  it  was 
left  untouched.  The  enemy  were  crowded  within  it,  and  were 
reinforced  by  men  &om  the  Siah  Sung  Heights.  Onr  cavalry  and  a 
company  of  the  67th  kept  a  sharp  look-out  on  General  Baker's 
left  flank  in  the  Eobistan  direction,  while  the  towers  and  bastions 
were  being  blown  np,  and  Kila  Mir  Akhor  having  been  destroyed, 
the  force  retomed  to  cantonments.  This  kind  of  woA  is  fall  of 
danger,  as  the  Afghans  make  good  shooting  from  loop-boles  and 
behind  orchard  walls ;  and  even  in  this  skirmish  we  bad  six  of  the 
67th  and  six  of  the  Srd  Sikhs  wounded,  besides  Lieutenant  Mon- 
tenaro  fatally  bit. 

There  was  again  to-day  constant  firing  at  the  walls  by  detached 
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pftrtiea  of  the  enemy,  and  several  caBoalties  occnrred — horaes, 
ponieB,  and  camp-foUowers  being  hit.  Our  men  do  not  answer 
the  fire,  except  when  certain  of  theii  aim,  aa  one  rifle  discharged 
^m  the  walla  is  the  aignal  for  twenty  answering  ebots.  The 
ballets  go  wide  of  their  mark  and  drop  into  cantonments,  doing, 
as  I  have  said,  some  damage.  A  trooper  of  the  9th  Lancera, 
while  in  the  open,  waa  badly  hit  in  the  chest ;  and  one  of  the  8id 
Sikha,  while  on  the  Bemara  Heights,  was  also  stmok.  The  bullet 
waa  from  a  Snider  rifle,  and  mnst  have  travelled  1,500  or  1,700 
yards.  The  Axdal  Foltnn  was  mnoing  short  of  Snider  ammu- 
nition, and  the  irregulars  with  them  are  eqnally  short  of  lead. 
Slags  made  of  telegraph  wire,  revolver  bullets,  and,  in  some 
cases,  even  cartridges  have  been  picked  np  within  the  walla.  They 
were  probably  fired  from  Gnfields,  smooth-bores,  or  jhezails.  They 
would  make  an  ngly  wound  at  short  ranges,  bnt  they  are  mostly 
spent  by  the  time  they  reach  ns. 

Though  we  are  cat  off  entirely  &om  the  outer  world,  our  internal 
meana  of  commonication  are  perfect.  The  heliograph  works 
from  the  head-qaarters'  gateway  to  the  eastern  end  of  Bemara, 
and  telegraph  offices  have  been  opened  about  cantonments  by  Mr. 
Lake  and  Mr.  Kirk  in  charge  of  ttie  line.  There  is  plenty  of  wire 
left  even  after  so  many  hundred  yards  have  been  used  for  entangle- 
ments,  and  branch  lines  have  been  laid  from  the  chief  offlce  to  the 
more  distant  quarters.  General  Roberts  is  thns  kept  informed  of 
all  that  is  going  on,  and  much  orderly  work  is  saved  by  theae 
means.  Orders  can  be  transmitted  to  General  Macpherson  and 
Colonel  Jenkins  in  a  few  seconds,  and  troops  warned  for  dnty 
without  the  least  delay.  At  night,  lamps  ave  used  for  heliographic 
signalUng  firom  the  gateways  and  the  heights  whereon  there  are 
DO  telegraph  offices ;  and  though  the  light  draws  fire  occasionally, 
the  signallera  have  not  yet  been  hit,  Snch  of  the  cavalry  as  were 
pioqueted  in  the  open  have  been  moved  nearer  to  the  line  of 
barracks  so  as  to  he  out  of  fire,  and  there  is  now  an  open  maidan 
where,  a  month  ago,  oar  tents  covered  the  ground.  The  ordnance 
stores  have  also  been  moved  to  a  eafer  spot  than  that  formerly 
occupied,  in  rear  of  General  Baker's  garden,  and  the  office  tents 
and  post-office  near  head-qaBrte];s  have  been  repitched  on  safer 
ground.    There  have  been  so  many  bullets  singing  about,  that 
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away  from  the  shelter  of  the  walla  there  was  pofiitire  danger  is 
walldng  from  point  to  poinL  On  the  northern  line,  the  Bemam 
Heights,  no  shots  have  been  fired,  as  the  enemy  cannot  get  within 
range  without  laying  themBelves  open  to  being  oat  off  in  the  plun 
beyond  by  our  cavalry. 

We  hare  beard  from  Lnttabnnd  to-dsy  that  none  of  the  special 
messengers,  conveying  letters  and  telegrams,  has  reached  there 
since  the  15th.  We  are  afraid  after  this  to  entrust  important 
letters  to  the  messengers,  who  may  hare  taken  them  to  the  enemy, 
or  been  captnred  on  the  road  to  Lnttabnnd.  Beyond  keeping  a 
diary  of  events,  snob  as  I  am  now  writing,  nothing  can  be  done ; 
and  it  is  hardly  likely  that  beyond  the  mere  fact  of  being  invested 
and  of  stray  shooting  at  the  walls,  there  will  be  anything  left  to 
chronicle  for  a  few  days. 

Major  Cook,  V.G.,  as  good  a  soldier  as  ever  served,  and  a 
nniversal  favourite  in  the  force,  died  this  evening.  Lieutenant 
Montenaro  still  lives,  but  paralysis  has  declared  itself,  and  his 
death  mast  be  a  matter  of  a  few  honrs.  Onr  loss  of  ofBoers  is 
psiofnlly  great,  and  the  total  casualties  of  all  ranks  since  Decern- 
ber  10th,  must  now  be  nearly  300.  The  9th  Lancers  have  been 
the  worst  safferers :  they  have  lost  three  ofBcers  killed  and  four 
wonnded,  and  twenty-one  men  killed  and  seventeen  wonnded, 
or  forty-eight  casualties,  in  their  ranks.  The  6th  Pnnjab  Cavalry 
is  the  only  regiment  whose  officers  have  escaped  8cot-&ee  dnring 
the  five  days'  fighting,  from  the  10th  to  the  14th. 


20iA  December. 
Waiting  for  the  attack  has  grown  60  terribly  monotonous,  that 
wo  daily  curse  the  tactics  porsaed  by  Mahomed  Jan,  who  only 
sends  ont  200  or  300  shatp-shooters  to  blaze  away  their  ammuni- 
tion at  onr  sentries.  It  has  become  ho  apparent  that  no  real 
assanit  is  likely  soon  to  take  place,  that  we  aro  half-inclined  to  go 
oat  and  deal  with  the  enemy.  Bat,  fortunately  for  them,  they 
are  in  Cabal,  and  street  fighting  with  our  small  force  would  be 
almost  a  useless  sacrifice  of  life.  We  could  bum  the  city  down 
certainly;  but  there  are  political  considerations  which  tie  onr 
hands,  as  to  destroy  Cabal  means  maob  more  than  homing  so  many 
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thooBand  honBes.  We  have  still  do  news  of  General  Gongb's  brigade, 
althoagh  the  20th  has  come  asd  gone,  and  now  erec  the  most 
eanguine  among  na  do  not  expect  the  inTdstment  to  be  at  an  end 
till  GbiistmBB  Day.  Dor  little  garrison  at  Lattabnnd  has  had  a 
small  fight  of  its  ovn,  bat  has  oome  well  oat  of  the  scrimmage, 
baring  killed  fifty  of  the  aasailants.  Mahomed  Jan  is  a&aid  to 
split  up  his  force,  or  be  woold  before  this  have  detached  5,000  or 
6,000  men  to  hoH  Botkhak,  and  adTaoce  thence  to  carry  the 
Lattabund  Eotal.  It  is  the  presence  of  onr  troops  at  Lottabnnd 
and  Jagdnllnck  which  has  no  doabt  kept  tbe  Tezin  Qhilzais  in 
check ;  and  as  AsmatnUah  Khan  seems  to  be  qoietly  waiting  in 
the  Lngbman  Valley  for  farther  news  of  Afghan  saccesses,  tbe 
march  of  onr  reinforcements  should  be  made  withont  a  shot  being 
fired — at  least  as  Ear  as  Lnttabond.  k.  small  convoy  of  yahoos,  in 
charge  of  their  Hazara  drivers,  carrying  food  to  Colonel  Hadson, 
was  sent  from  Sberpnr  last  night  and  reached  Lattabond  safely. 
Another  will  be  sent  to-night ;  bat  ae  parties  of  the  enemy  have 
been  soen  taking  the  road  to  Botkhak,  it  is  not  anlikely  that  it 
will  be  intercepted.  Tbe  Hazfuras  are  very  plao% ;  they  go  out 
willingly  for  a  smell  reward,  and  we  are  now  nsing  a  few  of  them 
to  cany  letters  and  despatches.  They  pass  out  of  the  north-west 
comer,  make  for  the  border  of  the  lake,  and  thence  work  along 
^  northern  edge  of  the  plain  between  Sherpar  and  Bntkhak, 
avoiding  the  latter  place  as  mach  as  posaibls.  We  are  anxioas  as 
to  tbe  safety  of  the  bridge  over  the  Logar  river,  halfway  to 
Bntkhak.  It  is  believed  at  present  to  be  intact ;  and  onless  it  is 
very  thoroughly  blown  np,  its  strong  masonry  piers  and  arches 
can  be  easily  repaired.  Lnokily,  we  are  not  fighting  an  enemy 
with  many  resonrces.  There  is  no  one  from  Mahomed  Jan  down- 
wards who  nnderstasds,  in  the  first  place,  bow  to  make  an  invest- 
ment really  worthy  of  the  name.  To  deal  with  walls  sncb  as  we 
have  to  defend,  tbe  only  mode  to  harass  tbe  garrison  snccessfnlly 
is  to  concentrate  an  enfiladiog  fire  so  as  to  sweep  the  parapet.  We 
have  not  had  time  to  make  traverses  of  sand-bags  on  tbe  bastions 
or  walls  ;  and  onr  men  would  suffer  greatly  if  the  ballets,  instead 
of  passing  barmlesBly  over  the  parapet  at  right-angles,  were 
directed  so  as  to  rake  it  &om  gate  to  gate.  If  the  enemy  threw 
np  earthworks  during  the  night  at  some  distance  &om  the  comer 
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baetioDa,  and  fired  in  a  line  parallel  to  the  ditch,  they  coold  not 
fail  to  do  some  mischief.  Ab  it  is,  not  a  man  on  the  walls  has 
yet  been  woanded,  and  oor  answering  toUbjb,  when  fired,  have 
always  been  effective.  Fooi  men  ont  in  the  open  were  shot  down 
by  one  Tolley  iiom  the  marksmen  at  the  soatti-weBt  baetion,  the 
range  being  450  yards.  A  Martini  rifle,  resting  in  a  neatly- 
cat  channel  on  the  parapet,  is,  in  the  hands  of  cool,  collected 
soldiers,  a  most  deadly  weapon  at  these  short  ranges ;  and  as  no 
one  is  allowed  to  fire  without  an  officer's  permission,  the  shooting 
is  nearly  always  good.  One  of  the  many  mmonrs  from  the  city 
was  that  powder-bags  were  to  be  broo^t  to  blow  in  the  gates. 
In  only  one  case,  at  head-quarters,  has  an  attempt  been  made  by 
ns  to  permanently  close  the  gateways.  There  is  a  strong  guard 
at  each,  and  the  open  space  is  nsaally  blockaded  with  A^han 
ammunition  waggons,  strong  o&aftw  outside  being  so  arranged  as  to 
check  a  rush.  On  either  side  of  the  waggons,  which  can  be  easily 
drawn  away  when  troops  are  sent  out,  are  low  walls  built  up  of 
floor-bags,  from  behind  which  ten  or  twelve  men  con  command  the 
entrance  if  it  comes  to  close  fighting.  At  the  head-quarters'  gate, 
strong  doors  hare  been  placed  on  hinges  let  into  the  wooden  sup- 
ports to  the  mud  wall  on  either  side,  and  gun  carriages  are  closely 
jammed  against  these.  Twelve  picked  men  are  on  duty  day  and 
night  on  tiie  wall  commanding  the  entrance,  and  their  orders  are 
to  reserve  their  fire  until  the  enemy  with  their  powder-bags  are 
within  twenty  yards  of  the  gateway.  A  strong  wooden  platform, 
with  a  parapet  of  sand-bags,  stretches  from  wall  to  wall  six  feet 
above  the  gon-carriages,  and  this  post  is  entrusted  to  the  care  of 
the  thirty  Ghoorkas  who  came  up  with  Sir  Michael  Kennedy  as 
escort.  Even  if  the  door  were  blown  in,  the  ghazis  at  the  head 
of  a  storming  party  would  have  to  face  a  heavy  fire  &om  above, 
which  they  could  not  return  while  clambering  over  the  barricade. 
This  gateway  would  probably  be  the  one  first  assailed,  as  the 
Afghans  know  quite  well  that  General  Boberts  and  his  Staff  hare 
their  quarters  within  it. 

Some  of  our  spies  state  that  the  men  now  holding  Cabnl  have 
seriously  contemplated  an  assault ;  but  that  their  ranks  are  spht  up 
by  quarrels  as  to  the  right  of  tribal  sections  to  appoint  a  new  Atoir. 
Old  Mushk-i-Alam  still  continues  to  prophesy  that  a  repetition  of 
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the  viotor;  of  1841-42  is  sare  to  come  to  paea ;  and,  as  a  first  step 
towards  this,  Mahomed  Jan  hae  had  the  coolness  to  "  open  oegotia- 
tions."  One  woald  be  inclined  to  look  upon  hie  self-asaursnce  as 
Indicroas,  were  it  not  that  he  has  the  gratification  of  eeeing  us 
shut  up  in  Sherpnr,  aa  if  at  his  mercy.  The  propoBitions  offered 
are  of  ench  a  "  mixed "  order,  that  they  seem,  at  first  sight, 
scarcely  seriona.  One  is  that  we  should  at  once  retire  to  India, 
after  having  entered  into  an  agreement  to  send  Yaknb  Khan  hack 
to  Cabnl  in  the  state  befitting  an  Amir ;  and  we  are  to  leave  two 
British  officers  of  distinction  as  hostages  for  the  faithful  carrying 
out  of  oar  contract.  Another  is  made  on  behalf  of  the  KohistaniB, 
who  offer  to  accept  Wati  Mahomed  as  Amir,  if  we  will  march  away 
without  concerning  onrselves  farther  with  Afghan  matters.  The 
leaders,  who  have  been  bold  enough  to  make  these  proposals, 
think,  perhaps,  that  wa  are  as  weak  as  our  unfortunate  army 
thirty-eight  years  ago,  and  that,  by  frightening  us  into  concessions 
they  wUl  bo  able  to  cut  us  up  in  detail  as  we  toil  back  to  Peshawar. 
As  all  the  advantages  of  arms,  equipment,  and  ample  supplies  are 
now  on  our  side,  we  only  laugh  at  the  terms  so  considerately 
offered.  "  We  have  a  lakh  of  men :  they  are  like  dogs  eager  to 
rush  on  their  prey !  We  cannot  much  longer  control  tbem !  "  is 
said  to  have  been  one  of  the  messages  sent  to  shake  our  &ith  in 
oar  own  strength ;  bat  such  absurd  vapouring  is  taken  at  its  real 
value,  and  contemptaoasly  passed  over.  Yet  a  few  days,  and  we 
shall  have  6,000  men  hammering  at  the  gates  of  Oabul ;  and 
unless  our  soldiers  belie  themselves,  there  will  be  a  great  revenge 
taken  for  the  humiliation  our  army  has  had  to  endure.  The  idea 
of  cresting  a  new  Amir  has  turned  the  heads  of  our  foes  to  an 
extent  that  is  absurd  when  it  is  remembered  that  they  are  merely 
in  Cabal  on  sufferance  for  a  few  days  until  our  reinforcements 
come  up.  The  Eohistanis,  who  have  nominated  Wall  Mahomed, 
are  at  loggerheads  with  the  Ghilzais  from  Logar  and  Wardak,  who 
wish  to  put  Yakab  Khan's  son,  yonng  Mass  Jan,  on  the  throne. 
They  are  politicianB  enongh  to  know  that  Yakab  himself  will 
never  be  sent  back  as  ruler  of  Afghanistan,  and  nothing  would 
suit  them  better  than  to  have  an  infant  as  Amir,  and  their  own 
chieb  as  a  Cooncil  of  Regency.  Saoh  a  government  would  be  on 
lines  which  would  give  fall  scope  to  ambitioas  men,  and  the 
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country  would  be  plandered  for  the  benefit  of  the  GhiLs&iB  and 
their  frienda.  In  this  wrangling  abont  the  Amirship,  the  more 
warlike  work,  ready  at  hand,  is  forgotten,  though  the  more 
fanatical  have  held  coancils  of  war  and  told  off  leaders  to  Tarione 
sections  which  are  to  assault  Sherpnr  at  a  given  signal.  There  is, 
howeTer,  but  little  attention  paid  by  the  rank  and  &le  to  the 
commands  of  their  leaders ;  and  thongh  when  a  ghazi  mahes 
upon  his  death,  a  handful  of  desperate  men  will  follow  him,  the 
great  majority  hang  back  when  they  see  the  task  before  them. 

The  firing  into  cantonments  to-day  was  of  the  nsnal  desultory 
kind,  and  oar  mountain  gons  pitched  a  few  shells  into  such 
gardens  as  contained  fairly  large  bodies  of  men.  Two  High- 
landers were  wounded  while  on  pioqnet  dnty  at  the  line  of  en- 
trenchment from  the  commissariat  godowns  to  the  Bemara  gorge. 
Kila  Mahomed  Sharif,  so  well  known  dnring  the  diaastroas  winter 
of  1841,  still  stands  near  the  site  of  onr  old  cantonments  between 
Sherpnr  and  the  Cabnl  river,  overlooking  the  road  from  the  Bala 
Hissar.  From  this  fort,  which  is  only  700  yards  from  the  72nd 
Qateway,  men  fired  at  the  soathem  wall  all  day,  while  others 
conld  be  seen,  with  riSes  slnng  across  their  backs,  snperintending 
the  carrying  away  of  the  bhooaa  stored  by  the  5th  Pnnjab  Gavalty 
in  a  village  near  for  winter  consumption.  Hazara  coolies  were 
made  to  do  this  work,  and  also  to  dismantle  the  cavalry  quarters 
in  the  "King's  Garden,"  which,  as  before  stated,  we  have 
abandoned.  This  morning  three  18-poanders  and  an  8-inch 
howitzer,  part  of  the  siege  train  given  to  Shore  All  by  the  Indian 
Government,  were  got  into  position  on  the  bastions  east  and  west 
of  the  72nd  Gateway,  and  to-morrow  these  will  open  npon  Ella 
Mahomed  Sharif  and  the  villages  in  rear.  We  want  40-ponnders 
at  least  to  batter  down  the  thick  walls  of  the  fort ;  bnt  still  the 
heavy  gnns  now  ready  to  be  fired  will  probably  have  a  good  effect 
upon  the  enemy.  Bound  shot  will  be  nsed  for  these  18-ponnders, 
and  bits  of  iron,  ballets,  &c.,  have  been  sewn  up  in  canvas  to 
serve  as  canister  if  the  enemy  make  any  demonstration  in  force. 
There  was  no  difficulty  in  getting  the  gnns  and  howitzer  up  the 
bastions,  twenty  or  thirty  men  at  the  dtag-ropes  moving  them 
easily  into  position.  It  is  strange  that  guns  which  were  given  to 
Shere  All  as  a  reward  for  his  fidelity  to  the  British  shonld  now  be 
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tornad  sgsiast  the  A^hans,  who  have  shown  tbemselTeB  unable  to 
appreoiiite  the  valne  of  an  alUsnoe  with  India.  Now  that  the  siego 
train  has  letamed  to  oar  poseession  we  shall,  peihaps,  be  less 
confiding  in  banding  over  momtiotis  of  war  to  a  nation  which  has 
treated  ns  so  tteacheronslj. 

Beyond  throwing  oat  onr  usual  cavalry  ndettes,  we  hare  done 
nothing  to-day  to  show  the  enemy  we  are  on  the  alert.  The 
cavalry  have  been  terribly  hard  worked  since  the  10th,  and  horses 
and  men  have  snffered  in  consequence.  At  one  period  the  saddles 
were  never  taken  off  the  horses  of  the  5th  Fonjah  Cavalry  for 
sixty  hoars,  and  the  other  regiments  have  been  nearly  in  the  same 
condition.  Lieatenant  Montenaro  died  this  evening  from  the 
effect  of  the  wound  received  yesterday.  This  makes  the  tenth 
officer  we  have  lost  in  as  many  days,  and  there  are  still  eleven 
others  nnder  treatment  for  wounds. 

2l8t  December. 
The  three  IS-ponnders  and  the  howitzer  opened  fire  abont  ten 
o'clock  this  morning  npon  Eila  Mahomed  Sharif,  and  fired  round- 
shot  and  shell  at  its  walls  and  the  village  in  rear,  where  the  enemy 
mustered  in  strength.  The  bombardment  was  so  far  successful, 
that  the  fire  &om  the  fort  at  our  walls  ceased ;  but  the  thick  walls 
were  too  strong  to  be  battered  down  by  anything  nnder  a  40- 
pounder ;  nnless,  indeed,  oar  gans  had  been  kept  playing  npon  it  for 
two  or  three  days.  After  three  or  four  hoars'  incessant  firing, 
a  party  of  the  5th  Punjabees  went  oat,  accompanied  by  Major 
Hanna,  of  the  Quartermaster-Gteneral's  Department,  to  examine 
the  place,  and  see  if  the  enemy  had  really  withdrawn.  It  was 
soon  found  that  they  were  only  hiding  themselves  from  the  shot 
and  shell ;  and  when  the  Panjabees  got  in  the  open,  the  Afghans 
rushed  back  to  their  positions  and  re-opened  fire.  They  nsed  the 
holes  made  in  the  walls  by  the  round-shot  as  loop-holes,  and  it 
must  be  confessed  they  were  admirably  adapted  for  the  purpose. 
All  day  long  bullets  have  been  dropping  over  the  walls,  and  five 
soldiers  and  several  camp-followers  have  been  wounded.  The 
tactics  of  the  enemy  are  annoying,  as  the;  withdraw  at  the  first 
sign  of  our  men  moving  out,  and  return  again  as  soon  as  we  retire. 
Two  or  three  of  their  marksmen  are  daily  posted  to  the  same 
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poiota,  and  blaze  away  steadily  at  anyone  incautiotiBly  peeping  over 
the  parapet.  Onr  men  quietly  sit  down  inside,  emoke  their  pipes, 
and  langh  at  the  bullets.  A  few  watch  the  movemeiita  of  the 
sharp-shooters ;  and  as  soon  as  they  show  in  the  open,  a  Tolley 
from  four  or  five  Martinis  is  fired,  generally  killing  one  or  two  men. 
One  of  the  Afghan  modes  of  sidrmiahing  is  for  a  few  men  to  get 
in  rear  of  a  wall,  cat  holes  throngh  the  bottom  a  few  inches  above 
the  groand,  dig  another  grave-like  hole  in  which  to  lie  down  flat, 
and  then  to  fire  their  pieces  from  their  loop-hole.  The  effect  is 
Tory  singnlar :  the  flashes  seem  to  leap  out  of  the  ground  itself, 
and  when  a  score  of  men  are  firing,  the  bottom  of  the  wall  bristles 
with  flame.  This  manner  of  firing  gives  greater  steadiness  of 
aim,  and  is  far  safer  than  resting  tiie  rifle  oa  the  wall-top,  or 
thrusting  it  through  a  slit  cat  half-way  up.  This  afternoon  the 
eneipy  ^owed  in  large  numbers  in  the  orchards  about  Deh-i- 
Afghan,  and  were  plainly  trying  to  sldrmish  round  towards  the 
north-west  gap  between  the  walls  and  the  Bemaru  Heights. 
General  Hills  commanding  at  that  comer  sent  out  a  party  of  the 
6th  Pnnjab  Infantry  and  3rd  Sikhs  to  occupy  some  low  bills  half 
a  mile  firom  the  north-west  bastion ;  and  these  were  enough  to 
intimidate  the  enemy,  altbongh  we  never  fired  a  shot  &om  our 
rifles.  The  gnne  shelled  the  orchards,  and,  at  dosk,  the  usual 
retirement  of  the  A%bans  to  the  city  followed.  The  Sikhs  and 
the  Panjabees  were  then  withdrawn  to  their  lines,  and  all  made 
snug  for  the  night.  We  have  materially  lessened  the  nmnber  of 
men  on  the  walls  and  bastions  to-day,  as  the  duties  are  so  severe, 
but  everything  is  held  in  readiness  to  repulse  an  assault  at  a  few 
minutes'  notice.  As  the  Martini  ammunition  is  rather  short, 
Sniders  are  served  out  to  the  Europeans  behind  the  parapets  at 
night.  We  have  plenty  of  Snider  cartridges,  as  a  large  quantity 
was  captured  in  the  Bala  Hissar. 

To-day  heliograms  were  exchanged  with  Luttahnnd,  and  news 
was  received  &om  General  Hugh  Gongh,  who  is  at  Sei  Baba  with 
1,400  men  and  four  mountain  guns.  He  will  reach  here  on 
the  24th  at  the  latest,  and  then  we  shall  be  able  to  turn  the 
tables  on  Mahomed  Jan  and  his  30,000  or  40,000  men.  Our 
second  convoy  of  y(^oot  to  Luttabund  was  cut  off,  only  four 
ponies  out  of  fift;  reaching  Colonel  Hudson  Eafely.      The  viUagera 
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«n  ro'a.U  are  beliered  to  have  killed  the  Hazara  men  in  charge. 
The  12th  Bengal  CaTalr;  start  to-night  for  Butkhak,  whence  they 
will  join  Qeueral  Goagh'e  force.  This  is  the  first  sign  of  the 
approaching  termination  of  the  siege. 

The  Lientenant-0enera]  commanding  baa  published  the  follow- 
ing IMvisional  Order,  expressing  regret  at  the  death  of  Major 
Cook,  y.G.,  5th  Oboorkas : — "  It  is  with  deep  regret  the  Lien- 
tenant-General  announces  to  the  Cabnl  Field  Foroe  the  death,  from 
a  wound  received  on  the  12tb  of  December,  of  Major  John  Cook, 
V.C,  6th  Gboorkas.  While  yet  a  young  officer.  Major  Cook 
served  at  Umbeyla  in  186S,  where  he  distinguished  himself;  and 
in  the  Black  Mountain  campaign  in  1868.  Joining  the  Knrram 
Field  Force  on  its  formation.  Major  Cook  waa  present  at  the  cap- 
ture of  the  Pciwar  Kotal :  his  conduct  on  that  occasion  earning 
for  him  the  admiration  of  the  whole  force,  and  the  yiotoria  Cross. 
In  the  return  in  the  Monghyr  Pass,  he  again  brought  himself 
prominently  to  notice  by  his  oool  and  gallant  bearing.  In  the 
captare  of  the  heights  at  Sang-i-Nawishta,  Major  Cook  again 
distingaished  himself;  and  in  the  attack  on  the  Takbt-i-Shah 
Peak,  on  the  12th  December,  he  ended  a  noble  career  in  a  manner 
worthy  even  of  his  great  name  for  bravery.  By  Major  Cook's 
death  Her  Majesty  has  lost  the  services  of  an  officer  who  would, 
hod  he  been  spared,  have  risen  to  the  highest  hononrs  of  his 
profession,  and  Sir  F.  Boberts  feels  sure  the  whole  Gabul  Field 
Force  will  share  in  the  pain  his  loss  has  occasioned  him." 


22n(I  DscewhiT. 
We  have  been  left  almost  undisturbed  to-day,  and  it  has  been  hard 
to  believe  we  are  really  in  a  state  of  siege.  Scarcely  a  shot  was 
fired  at  the  walls  until  the  evening ;  but  our  spies  bring  in  news 
that  Mahomed  Jan  ie  reserving  his  strength  for  an  attack,  which 
shall  be  final.  He  has  heard,  no  doubt,  of  General  Gongh's 
approach,  and  is  wise  enough  to  know  that  his  opportanity  is  fast 
sUpping  away.  The  advance-gnard  of  our  reinforcements  is  now 
at  Luttabund ;  and  the  fact  of  the  12th  Bengal  Cavalry  going 
out  from  Sherpnr  last  night  must  have  shown  him  that  we  are 
once  more  e^aal  to  sending  troops  down  our  old  line  of  commnni- 
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cation.  The  12th  Beogal  Cavalry  bad  a  fearfol  journey  oatwards. 
On  passing  Eila  Mahomed  Sharif,  on  their  way  to  the  Cabnl 
bridge,  they  were  fired  upon  by  s  picqnet,  and,  the  alarm  being 
given,  the  enemy  turned  oat  and  blocked  the  way.  The  cavalry 
turned  off  from  the  road,  and  stmok  the  river  lower  down.  The 
water  was  not  very  deep,  but  the  banks  were  steep  and  slippery, 
and  men  and  horses  fell  backwards  as  tbey  tried  to  climb  np  the 
further  bank.  It  cost  two  hoars  to  ford  the  river,  the  last  squad- 
ron having  to  dismount  in  the  stream,  crawl  up  the  bank,  and  drag 
tiieir  horses  after  them'.  The  sowars  were  wet  through,  and  two 
or  three  horses  were  drowned.  Once  over,  the  road  to  Butkhak 
was  taken,  and  from  every  village  on  the  road  tamed  out  a  few 
men,  who  fired  upon  the  horsemen.  They,  perhaps,  mlstookthem 
for  another  convoy  of  yahoot.  The  dismounted  men  had  to  be 
left  to  return  to  Sherpur,  under  cover  of  the  darkness.  Upon 
Bearing  Butkhak,  a  patrol  was  sent  out ;  and  as  it  was  then  near 
daybreak,  they  could  see  men  moving  sboat  the  village.  The 
place  was  occupied  by  several  hundred  Afghans,  who  opened  fire 
upon  the  cavalry.  The  latter  conld  not  stay  to  fight ;  and  Major 
Green,  in  command,  knowing  how  impossible  it  was  to  retom  to 
cantonments,  resolved  to  push  on  to  Luttabund.  One  sowar  was 
shot  dead  and  three  others  wonnded ;  and  the  enemy  followed  so 
closely  that  a  squadron  was  dismounted  and  ordered  to  skirmish  . 
out  with  their  carbines.  This  gave  time  for  all  stragglers  to  be 
got  together  again,  and  in  a  E^ort  time  the  skirmishers  were 
recalled  and  the  whole  regiment  trotted  off  to  Luttabund. 
Twelve  men  were  missing,  but  ten  have  since  reported  them- 
selves at  Sherpar.  Tbey  disguised  themselves  by  altering  their 
uniform,  and  then  hid  away  in  nullahs  nntO  evening,  when  they 
crept  oat  and  made  a  wide  detour  to  the  north  until  they  reached 
the  open  plain  between  the  Wazirabad  Lake  and  the  Bemaru 
Hills.  Their  horses  and  aecoatrements  were  lost.  The  enemy 
have  occupied  the  village  of  Khoja  Dnrwesh,  about  three  miles  to 
the  east  of  Sherpur,  and  are  reported  to  be  collecting  in  force  in 
the  forts  between  Bemaru  and  this  village.  They  are  probably 
Eohistanis,  who  have  taken  the  precaution  of  securing  their  line 
of  retreat  in  case  of  defeat. 
Sonjub,  a  trustworthy  retainer  of  Ibrafaim  Ehan,  a  ressaldar 
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of  native  cavalry  in  our  BerWoe,  has  come  in  from  Cabul  and 
reported  that  Mahomed  Jan  and  the  other  chiefs  have  at  last  made 
np  their  minde  to  assaalt  Sherpor.  The  fighting  men  id  Cabal 
have  been  told  off  to  variooB  sections  of  attack,  and  the  signal  for 
the  assault  is  to  be  the  kindling  of  a  beacon  &re  of  damp  gnn- 
povder,  oil,  &c.,  on  the  Asmai  hill.  Fortj-five  Boaling^laddera 
have  been  given  to  2,000  men  stationed  in  the  King's  Garden,  and 
Kila  Mahomed  Sharif,  and  a  demonstration  with  these  is  to  be 
made  i^ainst  the  sonthem  wall  near  its  Testers  end.  This  is  to 
be  a  false  attack.  The  real  assault  is  to  be  delivered  npon  the 
Bemani  village  and  the  eastern  trenches ;  bat  in  case  of  this 
assault  succeeding,  an  attempt,  in  earnest,  is  to  be  made  to  scale 
the  wall  near  the  73nd  Gateway.  We  have  made  our  dispositions 
accordingly,  and  the  Eeserve  will  assemble  below  the  Bemani 
gorge,  at  four  o'clock  to-morrow  morning.  The  Asmai  hill  will 
be  watched  by  many  eyes,  and  when  the  beacon  li^t  is  seen  we 
shall  all  be  ready  at  our  posts.  A  message  has  been  sent  to 
General  Charles  Gongh,  ordering  him  to  march  to  Sherpor  to- 
morrow instead  of  halting  at  Bntkhak. 

AAer  eight  days'  investment  Mahomed  Jan  baa  at  last  made  his 
attack  upon  Sherpnr,  and  has  been  beaten  off  with  ridicolous 
ease,  though  nearly  20,000  men  most  have  been  sent  to  take  part 
in  the  assault.  Our  casualties  have  been  very  small,  and  bat  for 
an  nnforlnnate  accident,  by  which  two  engineer  officers  were  killed 
by  the  prematnre  explosion  of  a  mine,  the  day  has  been  one  of 
perfect  success.  The  tribal  combination  may  be  looked  npon  as 
broken  up,  for  Kohistanis,  Logaris,  and  Wardaks  are  reported  on 
their  way,  in  haste,  homewards,  and  our  reinforcements  are 
encamped  within  five  miles  of  Sherpnr.  The  news  brought  in  last 
evening  turned  out  correct  to  the  letter.  From  four  o'clock  this 
morning  nearly  all  eyes  were  turned  upon  the  Asmai  Peak,  and 
even  before  the  signal  light  appeared,  sharp  firing  was  heard  near 
the  King's  Garden  and  the  Fort  of  Mahomed  Sharif.  Oar  sentries 
on  the  walls  in  that  direction  had  been  strengthened,  bat  they  did 
not  answer  the  fire,  as  it  was  desirable  to  get  the  enemy  well 
within  range  by  encouraging  them  in  the  belief  that  we  were  not 
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on  the  aleit.  Oar  men  fell  silently  into  their  places ;  two  moan- 
tain  gnns  had  been  placed  below  the  block-house  on  the  eastern 
end  of  the  Bemani  Heights,  the  reeerres  were  standing  to  their 
anne,  and  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  sections  of  defence  were 
all  at  their  posts.  At  half-past  five  there'was  seen  on  the  Asmai 
Height  a  little  flash  of  fire,  which  in  a  moment  grew  to  a  bright 
glare,  and  streamed  np  into  the  air  until  it  most  have  been  seen  by 
all  the  conntry  round.  For  a  few  moments  it  burned  brightly,  as 
if  fed  with  oil  or  inflammable  matter,  and  then  died  away.  As  it 
Sashed  out,  a  continuous  fire  was  opened  below  the  bastions  on 
either  side  of  the  72nd  Gateway,  the  flashes  from  the  rifles  and 
matchlocks  showing  that  a  large  body  of  men  had  crept  up  within 
200  yards.  The  bnllets  whistled  harmlessly  over  the  walls  and 
barracks,  our  men  still  remaining  quiet ;  as,  in  the  senu-darkness 
and  with  the  mist  still  hanging  orer  the  fields,  nothing  could  be 
seen  distinctly  100  yards  away.  We  were  waiting  for  the  develop- 
ment of  the  real  attack,  and  shortly  before  six  o'clock  it  came. 
From  beyond  Bemani  and  the  eastern  trenches  and  walls  came  a 
roar  of  Toices  so  lond  and  menacing  that  it  seemed  as  if  an  army 
60,000  strong  were  charging  down  upon  our  thin  line  of  men. 
Led  by  their  gbazis,  the  main  body  of  Afghans  hidden  in  the 
Tillages  and  orchards  on  the  eastern  side  of  Sherpur,  had  mshcd 
ont  in  one  dense  mob  and  filled  the  air  with  their  cry  of  "  JilaA-i/- 
AUak!  "  The  roar  surged  forward  as  their  line  advanced,  but  it 
was  answered  by  such  a  roll  of  musketry  that  it  was  drowned  for 
an  instant,  and  then  merged  into  the  general  din,  which  told  us 
that  our  men  with  Martinis  and  Sniders  were  holding  their  own 
against  the  attacking  force.  For  ten  minutea  the  roar  was 
continuous,  and  then  the  musketry  fire  dwindled  down  to 
occasional  volleys  and  scattered  shots  from  the  sonth-eastem 
bastion  to  the  Bemaru  Heights,  where  the  mountain  guns  were  wait- 
ing for  daylight  before  opening  fire.  The  eastern  defences  were  in 
charge  of  Brigadier-General  Hugh  Gough  at  the  eastern  end  of 
the  heights,  and  Colonel  Jenkins  of  the  Guides  from  the  trenches 
on  the  slopes  of  the  hill  to  the  comer  bastion  facing  Siah  Sung. 
The  troops  defending  the  position  were  the  Guides'  In&ntry  in  the 
trenches  about  Bemaru,  100  men  of  the  28th  P.I.  in  the  native 
hospital,  and   67th  Foot.     The  latter  were  reinforced  by  two 
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companiea  of  the  92ad  HighlsnderB  firom  the  Beserve.  When 
the  attack  w&B  made,  it  was  still  so  dark  aod  mistj  that  little  could 
be  seen  in  front  of  the  trenches,  and  the  orders  were  to  reaerre 
fire  DDtil  the  advancing  masses  of  Afghans  coold  be  cloarlj  made 
oat.  Then  the  men  of  the  28th  were  the  first  to  open  fire,  and  they 
fired  volley  after  volley  at  Bach  long  ranges  that  they  effectaally 
scored  away  even  the  gbazis  from  their  neighbourhood.  That  the 
fire  was  not  otherwise  effecUTe  was  proved  by  only  one  dead  body 
being  found  afterwards  in  front  of  their  lines.  General  Hngh 
tiongh  &om  the  hillside,  hearing  anch  a  tremendous  fusillade 
below,  fired  star-shells,  which  burst  in  the  air,  and  showed  the 
attacking  force  in  the  fields  and  orchards  nearly  1,000  yards  away. 
The  Afghans  opened  fire  in  torn,  but  their  shooting  waa  wild  and 
inefiective,  though  the  bolleta  dropped  daugeroualy  about  canton- 
ments. The  native  hospital  seemed  the  point  towards  which  the 
enemy  worked,  taking  it  perhaps  as  a  landmark  to  guide  them  ; 
bat  their  right  flank  was  directed  towards  Bemarn  and  the  trenches 
on  the  slopes  of  the  hill.  The  Oaides  joined  in  the  fusillade,  and 
the  attack  was  broken  while  yet  the  advanced  ghazis  were  600  or 
GOO  yards  away.  Sniders  at  that  distance  told  with  precision,  and 
to  make  headway  against  them  was  impossible.  The  ballets 
searched  every  yard  of  open  ground,  and  made  even  the  oroharda 
almost  untenable.  To  the  right  of  the  aepoys  of  the  28th  were 
the  67th  and  the  92Dd  Highlanders,  waiting  with  characteristio 
discipline  the  order  to  fire.  Through  the  mist  at  last  appeared  a 
dense  mass  of  men  miving  swords  and  knives,  shouting  their  war- 
cry,  and  firing  incessantly  as  they  advanced.  The  order  came  at 
last  for  our  soldiera  to  open  fire,  and  the  Afghans  were  then  so 
close  that  the  volleys  told  with  murderous  effect.  Some  of  the 
ghazis  were  shot  within  80  yards  of  onr  rifles,  so  patiently  was 
the  attack  awaited ;  while  thirty  bodies  were  counted  afterwards 
well  within  200  yards'  range.  The  attack  collapsed  as  suddenly  as  it 
had  begun,  the  Afghans  saw  what  execution  men  in  trenches  and 
behind  parapets  can  do  with  breech-loaders  in  their  hands,  and 
they  took  cover  behind  walls  and  trees,  from  whence  they  expended 
thousanda  of  cartridges,  doing  us  but  little  damage.  Oar  ammn- 
nitioQ  waa  too  precious  to  be  needlessly  wasted,  and  only  when 
dusters  of  men  got  within  range  were  volleys  fired  to  scatter  them. 
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As  day  broke  the  two  monntain  gnDS,  with  an  18-ponader  and  two 
of  F-A  Batter;  in  the  corner  bastion,  shelled  the  villages  and 
orchards,  and  it  was  believed  that  the  ghaEis  were  too  disheartened 
to  try  a  second  assanlt.  Abont  eleven  o'clock,  however,  after  five 
hoars'  skirmishing,  they  succeeded  in  getting  a  few  thonsand  of 
their  more  desperate  followers  together,  and  tried  again  to  assault 
onr  lines.  They  were  driven  back  more  quickly  than  on  the  first 
occasion ;  and  could,  indeed,  scarcely  be  said  to  have  advanced 
100  yards  in  their  rude  formation  of  attack.  Shortly  after  this 
they  began  to  waver  and  to  slacken  their  fire,  and  when  their 
scouts  reported,  as  no  doabt  was  the  case,  that  a  new  force  was 
crossing  the  Logar  river,  they  became  a  demoralized  mob  bent 
Dpon  seeking  safety  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

General  Charles  Qongh  had  left  Luttabnnd  in  the  early  morn- 
ing, and  upon  arriving  at  Bntkhak  had  been  able  to  communicate 
by  heliograph  with  General  Itoberts.  The  heliograph  flashing 
away  to  the  east  in  the  Cabal  plain  must  have  warned  Mahomed 
Jan  of  Uie  near  approach  of  our  reinforcements,  and  the  clouds  of 
dust  rising  between  Bntkhak  and  the  Logar  river  showed  him  that 
troops  were  moving  onwards,  and  would  perhaps  take  him  in  rear. 
In  any  case  the  villages  east  of  Sherpur  were,  in  two  or  three 
hoars,  nearly  empty  of  men :  the  plain  beyond  was  covered  with 
Afghans  streaming  towards  Siah  Snug  and  Cabul.  The  Eohistani 
section,  to  the  number  of  fully  6,000,  went  away  to  the  north, 
homewards,  taking  their  women,  whom  they  had  brought  down, 
to  witness  their  triompb,  with  them.  It  was  now  our  turn  to 
attack  instead  of  being  attacked.  The  gone  shelled  the  fields 
wherever  parties  of  men  were  within  range ;  two  guns  of  F-A  and 
an  18-poander  making  grand  practice  at  so  close  a  range  as  800 
yards ;  and  the  cavalry  were  sent  ont  by  way  of  the  Bemarn  gorge 
to  cut  up  the  fugitives.  First  of  all  went  the  6th  F.G.  with  four 
guns  of  G-3,  B.A.,  which  shelled  the  villages  near  Bemara.  By 
one  o'clock  the  enemy  were  completely  broken.  The  6th  P.C.  were 
fortunate  to  get  among  a  detached  body  on  the  north  side  of  the 
lake.  When  their  first  charge  was  over,  thirty  Afghans  were  lying 
dead  on  the  plain.  The  9th  Lancers  joined  them,  and  soon  our 
horsemen  were  charging  over  the  Siah  Sung  slopes.  The  main 
body  of  the  enemy  had  got  well  away  to  the  city,  but  all  stiagglers 
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were  bimted  down  in  the  nnllabB  in  which  they  took  shelter,  and 
then  despatched.  Two  or  three  lancers  or  sowars  were  told  off  to 
each  straggler,  and  the  nien,  dismonnting,  ased  their  carbines 
when  the  unlucky  A^han  had  been  hemmed  in.  Following  in  the 
wake  of  the  9th  Lancers  and  the  6th  Punjab  Cavalry  came  the 
Sappen  with  every  engineer  officer  in  camp,  t^eir  orders  being  to 
blow  np  and  bnm  all  the  villages  and  forts  lately  eccnpied  by  the 
enemy.  The  cavalry  had  cleared  the  fields  and  open  ground  of 
all  Afghans,  bat  in  the  villages  some  fanatics  remained,  and  these, 
fastening  themselves  np  secorelj  in  hoases  or  towers  were  blown 
ap  by  the  mines  laid  by  the  engineers.  Lieutenant  Mordoeh  bad 
a  very  narrow  escape.  Entering  a  fortified  village  be  kicked  open 
the  door  of  a  house,  and  was  greeted  with  a  volley  from  three  or 
four  men  inside.  He  was  wounded  in  the  neck,  but  not  danger- 
ously, and  as  the  Afghans  refbsed  to  snrreiider,  the  blasting  charge 
was  laid  near  the  bouse,  and  they  were  killed  when  the  mine  was 
fired.  A  sad  accident  occnrred  in  another  fort.  Captain  Dnndas, 
y.C,  and  Lieutenant  Kngent,  Boyal  Engineers,  had  constrncted 
three  mines  which  were  to  destroy  the  walls  and  towers ;  and  all 
being  ready  they  went  back  to  light  the  fuses.  The  Sappers  were 
drawn  up  outside  under  their  European  non-oommissioned  officer, 
and  noticed  that  two  of  the  mines  exploded  almost  instantly.  Their 
officers  were  still  within  the  walls,  and  when  the  dust  and  smoke 
cleared  away,  they  were  still  missing.  Search  was  made,  and 
the  bodies  of  Captain  Dnndas  and  Lieutenant  Nngent  were  found 
lying  under  the  debris.  Both  officers  were  dead.  It  is  con- 
jectured  that  the  time-fases,  instead  of  burning  slowly,  £ared  np 
like  a  train  of  powder,  and  that  the  mines  exploded  a  few  seconds 
after  the  fuses  were  lighted.  We  have  thus  lost  tvro  good  officers 
by  an  accident  which  might  have  been  prevented  if  the  equipment 
of  tho  Sappers  had  not  been  cut  down  by  the  parsimony  of  the 
Government.  80  few  fuses  were  sent  np  from  India  when  the 
force  advanced  upon  Cabul  that  the  Engineers  had  to  make  others, 
and  these  were  of  course  defective.  It  was  two  of  these  which 
were  being  used  when  the  explosion  occnrred.  "While  the  cavalry 
were  covering  the  operations  of  the  Sappers,  several  thousand  men 
marched  &om  the  Bala  Hissar  and  opened  fire  npon  the  9th 
Lancers  and  the  6th  Punjab  Cavalry  on  Slab  Sung.     Several  men 
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irere  hit,  and  Captain  GKmbior,  of  the  £th  Punj&b  Cavalry,  was 
wonnded  b;  a  bullet  passing  through  his  thigh.  The  cavalry 
withdrew  under  the  heavy  fire  directed  againet  them,  and  for  a  few 
hoars  the  Afghans  remained  on  the  heights  with  banners  planted. 
The;  retired  to  the  city  at  nightfoll,  and  all  the  viUagee  between 
SherpuF  and  Cabal  are  now  quite  deserted. 

While  the  attack  was  being  made  on  the  eastern  defences, 
three  or  fonr  thousand  men  had  kept  up  an  incessant  fire  at  the 
sonthem  wall,  and  saoh  a  rain  of  bulleta  fell  abont  the  Commis- 
sariat and  72nd  Gates  that  many  of  our  camp>foIlowers  in  canton- 
ments were  wonnded.  Kila  Mahomed  Sharif  and  the  King's 
Garden  were  full  of  A^hans,  and  two  IS-pounders  and  two 
mountain  guns  shelled  them  until  late  in  the  afternoon,  while  the 
marksmen  behind  the  walls  shot  down  such  men  as  retreated 
across  the  open.  Dead  bodies  were  seen  lying  in  the  fields, 
and  two  or  threo  scaling-ladders,  so  heavy  that  six  men  wonld 
have  been  needed  to  carry  them,  were  scattered  about  on  the 
ground  less  than  1,000  yards  away.  When  the  Afghans  on 
the  southern  side  saw  our  cavalry  sweeping  over  Siah  Sung, 
they  began  to  retire  hastily  to  the  city,  and  as  they  crossed  tho 
road,  1,000  yards  away  from  car  bastions,  they  were  fired  at  from 
the  72nd  Gateway,  and  many  were  seen  to  fall  even  at  that 
distance.  The  men  who  stopped  to  carry  off  the  dead  behaved  in 
the  coolest  way,  one  Afghan  returning  again  and  again  to  drag  off 
the  bodies  of  his  comrades.  Earlier  in  the  day  four  men  were 
killed  by  a  volley  at  600  yards,  and  two  or  three  who  escaped  tried 
to  face  the  bullets  which  swept  the  ground  about  their  dead. 
Finding  it  was  certain  death  to  appear  in  the  open,  they  crawled 
behind  a  wall,  and  with  a  long  crooked  stick  dragged  their  dead 
away.  Several  of  the  best  marksmen  of  Mahomed  Jan,  who  had 
come  daily  to  the  same  posts  and  fired  persistently  at  the  ram- 
parts, were  shot  to-day,  onr  men  having  at  last  got  the  exact 
ranges.  The  waste  of  ammunition  on  the  part  of  the  enemy 
was  enormous :  they  knew  perhaps  that  it  was  their  last  chance, 
and  they  fired  round  after  round  all  day  long. 

From  the  ladders  found  in  the  fields  there  can  be  no  donbt 
the  feint  on  the  sonthem  side  of  Sherpnr  would  have  become  a 
teal  attack,  if  the  eastern  line  of  defences  had  been  forced ;  but 
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the  Bcslmg-ladders  were  ooly  high  enough  to  resch  half-way  ap 
the  wall,  and  the  assaulting  party  conld  never  have  gained  the 
parapet.  We  shoiild  have  been  well  satisfied  if  they  had  come 
on,  as  their  panishmant  would  have  been  fearfully  severe.  On 
the  south-west  and  west  no  attack  was  made :  a  few  hundred 
men  from  Deh-i-Afghan  occupied  oar  vidette-bill  towards  the 
lake,  and  planted  a  white  standard  on  the  crest,  but  they  nerer 
fired  a  shot,  and  a  few  shells  in  the  evening  warned  them  to 
retire,  which  they  did  about  five  o'clock.  A  few  standards  were 
also  placed  in  the  fields  to  the  west,  hat  the  gbazis  with  them  bid 
themselveB  behind  little  tungara  they  had  thrown  up,  and  did  not 
annoy  us  at  all.  The  northern  line  of  trenches  along  Bemam 
Heights  were  never  assailed,  the  steep  hillside  facing  Kohistan  being 
clear  of  cover ;  and  though,  once,  it  was  expected  that  the  gorge 
would  be  attacked,  and  gnus  were  ordered  up  to  the  trenches 
tiiere,  the  appearance  of  the  5th  F.C.  on  the  maidan  below 
checked  such  of  the  enemy  as  were  working  round  from  the 
village  north  of  Bemaru.  In  fact,  after  the  first  nnsuccessfal 
attack,  the  enemy  did  not  know  what  to  do,  and  thoagh  their 
leaders  on  horseback  galloped  about  and  harangued  them,  they 
could  never  be  got  together  in  a  cohesive  body.  Several  of  the 
horsemen  were  shot,  and  we  are  hoping  that  Mir  Butcha,  the 
Eohistani  Chief,  is  among  the  number.  At  any  rate,  a  horseman 
who  was  most  energetic  was  strnck  by  a  volley,  and  immediately 
he  fell  from  his  horse  200  or  800  men  rushed  from  a  village  near, 
placed  him  on  a  charpoy,  and  went  straight  away  across  the 
maidan  over  the  Paen  Minar  Kotal,  which  is  on  the  sonthem 
road  to  Kohistan.  The  man  must  have  been  a  chief  of  distinction 
to  be  thus  gnarded,  for  his  escort  never  looked  back  upon  Sherpnr, 
but  hurried  their  chief  away  as  fast  as  the  bearers  of  the  ckarpoy 
conld  walk. 

To-night  we  are  resting  on  our  arms,  but  all  is  qoiet  in  the 
fields  about  Sherpnr,  and  we  look  upon  the  investment  as  at  an 
end.  The  brigade  under  General  Charles  Oough  is  halted  to- 
night on  the  Jellalabad  Road  at  the  Logar  river,  and  is  holding 
the  bridge,  which  aft«r  all  was  never  destroyed  by  Mahomed  Jan. 
Our  reinforcements  will  march  in  to-morrow,  but  it  is  scarcely 
likely  there  will  be  any  more  fighting,  aa  spies  from  the  city  report 
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that  the  tribeBm«ii  are  id  full  retreat.  Yery  glad,  indeed,  are  we 
to  be  once  more  free  after  nine  dajB'  close  confinement  at  Sherpnr. 
Ab  a  soldier  remarked  on  tlie  walls  when  the  Lientenant-General 
was  making  his  ronnda : — "  Well,  I  should  think  this  is  the  first 
time  in  hia  life  that  General  Boberts  has  been  confined  to 
barracks  !  "  The  confinement  has  haraaaed  men  and  officers  M 
mach  that  we  dread  the  reaction :  the  excitement  is  OTer  now, 
and  the  e^oanre  ni^t  after  night  in  snow  and  slnah  mast  hare 
broken  down  the  health  of  man;.  The  worst  cases  in  hoapital 
even  now  are  men  saffering  from  pnenmonia :  the  wounded  are 
doing  well,  though  some  of  Uie  wounds  are  vet;  severe.  Snow 
has  begun  to  &11  again,  and  winter  has  now  set  in  thoroughly. 

The  caaoaltiea  to-day,  including  followers,  are  thirty-two  in 
number.  General  Hugh  Ooogb  was  knocked  over  by  a  Snider 
bnllet,  which  must  have  been  nearly  spent.  It  cut  through  his 
poabteen  in  the  r^ht  breast,  but  was  oaaght  in  the  folds  of  a 
woollen  Test,  and  fell  at  his  feet  as  he  shook  himself  together 
again.    The  retuma  for  to-day  are  as  follows  : — 

CabcuiTIbs  on  28&D  Dbobmsbb. 


B<gl>»«nti. 

BrtUiO.. 

OOMn. 

Mm 

Bojkl  Bngioeei*            

P-A,  Eoy»l  Horn  ArtillerT      ... 

Q-B,  Bojd  ArtiU.^     

No.  1  MoDDtUD  Batter; 
No.  2  MooDUin  Batter; 

9thUnM«f       

fith  Punjab  CawOrj      

e7tkFoit          

92Dd  HighlHideni        

SSnlFionecn 

OnidM' InfiuitiT          

Sapper,  ana  MiMH      

SrdSikhi          

6th  pBujah  IntauttT    

2S(li  Panjab  Infutrr 

K. 
1 

1 

i 
1 

1 

w, 

T 
1 

1 

1 

e 

K. 
1 
1 

■m. 

I 
7 

"i 

2 
2 

1 

Total     

2 

a 

1 

8 

2 

18 

S2 

Of  oar  followers  one  was  killed  and  six  woonded.    The  total 
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eftsoftlties  during  the  eiege  and  on  the  day  of  the  final  attack  were 
eighteen  killed  and  sixty-eight  wounded  (iuclading  seven  fbllowerB 
killed  and  twenty-two  wounded). 


CHAPTER  XIX. 


Tht  Be-Oeeopatian  of  Ckbal — Sign*  of  Hftbomad  Jui'i  OoenpttiiW' — Cmipleto  IMipenton 
ol  Mahomed  Jiu'i  -Army — Qsnentl  Hills'  Betnm  to  theCit; — Chmtmu  in  Bhsrpur 
— UniTanal  Character  of  tho  lata  Jehad — Hsoenitj  for  reinfoTdug  the  Anoy  of 
OeoaiNitioti— a«nsnl  Bakei'a  Expedition  to  Baba  Kaah  Kar — BxaminaUon  of  the 
Bala  Hiuai — DemoIitioB  of  ?orti  and  Villages  about  Sbeipur — Cabid  KeTiaited — 
A.  Neir  Uilitai]' fiMd — The  DcitrDctiou  of  Sbopa  bj  Hahomed  Jan'*  Force — Deapon- 
dnoT  of  the  Hindu  and  Kiiilbaihea— State  of  the  Char  Chonk  Buur— A  Pictnra 
•f  Otaolation— Thg  Eotwali— Wali  Hahamed'«  Lomm— lU-tnatmant  of  Women. 

2ith  December. 
OuB  expectations  have  been  fully  realized ;  the  enemy  which  held 
na  in  cheek  since  Deoembei  14th  has  disappeared,  and  our  troops 
are  onoe  more  in  Gabnl,  which  shows  terrible  marks  of  Mahomed 
Jan's  occupation.  Every  house  belonging  to  sirdars  known  to 
&Tour  the  British  has  been  looted,  and  in  the  bazaars  all  the 
shops  are  gutted  except  those  of  the  Mahomedans.  Boors  and 
windows  broken  in,  walla  knocked  down,  all  woodwork  destroyed, 
toon  dug  ap,  and  property  carried  off:  these  are  the  signs 
of  the  Beign  of  Terror  lately  instituted  among  the  Eizil- 
bashes  and  Hindus.  The  search  toi  treasure  was  carried  out  in 
a  systematic  way,  and  the  loot  now  in  possession  of  Kohistanis, 
Ghilzaia,  and  other  tribesmen  must  be  worth  man;  lakhs.  Two 
lakhs  of  treasure  belonging  to  Hashim  Khan  alone,  are  said  to 
have  been  seized,  while  the  Hindus  complain  of  being  utterly 
ruined.  We  shall  have  to  inquire  forther  into  this  when  things 
are  onoe  more  firmly  settled,  bnt  at  present  we  have  enongh  to  do 
in  puraoiDg  the  ODony,  and  arresting  soch  local  Afghans  as  joined 
thdr  ranks.  These  men  now  hide  their  arms,  and  appear  in  all 
the  beantifal  simplicity  of  peaceful  citizens,  but  the  subterfuge  is 
too  easily  detected  for  them  to  escape  punishment.  We  were 
not  soza  early  this  morning  that  Mahomed    Jan's  host  bad 

B  a 
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TEDiBbed,  iilthongh,  as  tlie  night  had  passed  qnietly,  there  wm 
every  reason  to  believe  the  siege  was  at  an  end.  Our  first  noTft- 
ment  was  to  occupy  Kila  Mahomed  Sharif,  and  Colonel  Brownlow 
sent  ont  a  party  of  the  72ad  Highlandere  to  the  fort  at  dawn. 
They  found  it  quite  deserted,  and  the  other  forts  and  villages  near 
were  also  vitboat  occnpants.  Two  or  three  wonnded  men  wne 
lying  within  the  walls,  and  the  bodies  of  some  thirty  Afghans 
were  scattered  aboat  near  the  loop-holes,  or  in  the  open  where  our 
bnllets  bad  stmck  them  down.  This  was  on  the  Bontbem  face, 
near  the  72nd  and  Commissariat  gateways,  so  that  the  false  attack 
in  this  direction  must  bare  cost  the  enemy  many  lives.  Afghans 
do  not,  as  a  rale,  leave  their  dead  behind,  and  donbtless  there 
were  carried  away  doable  the  number  found.  Scaling-ladders 
covered  with  blood  were  lying  in  the  fields  and  forts,  and  heaps  of 
powder  and  some  hundreds  of  ball-cartridges  were  discovered. 
Unlimited  ammunition  must  have  been  served  out  to  each  man,  and 
as  an  examination  ebows  that  all  the  powder  and  caps  in  the  Bala 
Hissar  have  been  carried  off,  or  destroyed,  it  is  clear  that  eveij 
tribesman  filled  his  pouch  with  an  ample  supply  before  making 
the  attack.  Those  who  have  got  safely  away  will  have  powder 
enough  to  last  them  for  two  or  three  years,  as  many  tons  were  left 
by  ns  in  the  magazine.  Bnt  for  their  losses,  which  are  calculated 
at  2,000  or  8,000  killed  and  wonnded  since  December  10th,  the 
army  of  Mahomed  Jan  may  consider  their  sojourn  in  Cabul 
daring  the  Moburrum  a  grand  success,  temporary  tbongb  it  was. 
They  blockaded  the  British  army,  caused  it  a  loss  of  between  SOO 
and  400,  and  proclaimed  a  new  Amir,  whom  they  have  still  with 
them.  Young  Musa  Jan  has  been  carried  off  by  Mushk-i-Alam, 
who  may,  if  he  chooses,  establish  the  new  sovereign  at  Gbazni, 
and  invite  all  Afghanistan  to  rally  about  him.  The  old  mooUak  is 
reported  to  have  fied  with  the  lad  last  night,  while  Mahomed  Jan 
remained  in  Cabal  until  eight  o'clock  this  morning.  He  then  saw 
that  his  army  bad  deserted  him,  and  he  followed  the  example  of 
Mushk-i-Alam,  and  took  to  the  bills.  Strong  parties  of  cavalry 
have  been  out  all  day  in  the  Cbardeh  Talley  and  round  by 
Charasia,  but  beyond  a  few  men  on  the  snow-covered  hills  no  oae 
vras  met  with.  It  was  difficult  work  pursnlng,  as  snow  was  &lling 
steadily.     The  $0,000  men  have  dissolved,  and,  with  their  loot. 
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are  taking  motintsiQ  roada,  where  they  are  safe  from  parBnit.  The 
Tillages  contain  many  men  who  fonght  against  us,  and  hereafter 
we  shall  viait  them  with  our  flying  colomn.  On  the  11th,  12th, 
and  18th  every  fortified  endosare  onr  men  paased  was  barred 
against  them,  and  the  oconpants  fired  at  stragglers  and  tamed  oat 
to  harass  rear-gnards.  The  Mahomedan  popniation  of  Cabal 
joined  Mahomed  Jan  almost  to  a  man,  thinking  the  British  rale 
was  at  an  end,  and  now  these  citizens,  whose  homes  we  spared 
when  we  came  among  them  in  the  flush  of  success,  are  hnrryiog 
away  in  anticipation  of  the  reprisals  we  shall  inflict.  The  time 
has  gone  by  for  weak  sentimentality :  military  law  alone  should 
now  guide  *Sir  F.  Boberts  in  his  dealings  with  the  people,  for  it 
has  been  proved  beyond  qnestion  that  to  act  humanely  is  merely 
to  encourage  the  Afghaus  in  their  belief  that  we  are  unequal  to 
eontrolling  them.  Instead  of  leaving  an  indelible  mark  upon 
Cabal,  we  have  enriched  it  by  our  porchases  of  winter  supplies, 
and  have  poured  lakhs  of  rupees  into  the  parses  of  the  very  men 
who  had  nothing  to  expect  but  the  fate  of  a  conquered  race. 

The  Hindus  and  Kizilbashes  who  relied  upon  as  for  protection 
may  well  revile  us,  since  wo  have  left  them  to  their  &te ;  while  the 
Mahomedans  who  have  looted  their  homes,  insnlted  their  women, 
and  terrorized  over  them  for  ten  daya,  are  now  laughing  at  our 
inability  to  follow  them  to  their  distant  villages.  The  nnlucky 
Hazaras,  who  have  worked  so  well  for  us,  were  banted  down,  beaten, 
and  reviled  wherever  they  showed  their  fiuses  in  the  streets ;  and 
were  told  jeeringly  to  call  for  help  upon  the  British  looked  up 
in  Sherpur.  Our  humiliation  is  so  great  that  to  risk  a  repetition 
of  it  would  be  ruinous.  We  mast  show  that  the  investment  of 
Sherpur  can  never  again  occur,  and  to  do  this  10,000  troops  must 
bold  Cabul,  and  our  line  of  communication  with  India  be  so  per- 
manently established  that  even  100,000  tribesmen  cannot  break  it. 
An  immediate  declaration  of  policy  should  be  made :  to  wait 
quietly  for  "events  to  develop"  maybe  disastrous.  We  most 
create  events,  not  allow  others  to  turn  the  current  of  them  in 
whichever  direction  they  please.  If  we  are  to  bold  Cabal — and  this 
is  now  ten  times  more  imperious  even  than  it  was  before,  for  to 
retire  would  be  to  acknowledge  that  we  have  failed  in  our  occu- 
pation, and  dare  not  risk  another  reverse — we  must  hold  it  by  chit 
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bayonets  and  not  by  onr  rnpees.  Half-meaanreB  will  only  imperil 
onr  safety :  to  put  trnst  in  A%ban  ennning  and  be  guided  by 
Afghan  insincerity  is  only  to  risk  the  Uvea  of  our  soldiers.  Those 
soldiers  have  done  all  that  soldiers  can  do,  and  the;  may  well  look 
to  theii  commanders  to  make  BacceeB  onee  obtained  Bora  and  stable. 
We  lost  lefls  than  100  men  in  oaploring  Cabal ;  we  have  loet 
nearly  four  times  that  Dumber  in  fifteen  days'  fighting  after  we 
bad  occupied  the  place  for  two  months.  Thwe  must  be  no  longer 
a  state  of  Mse  security ;  for  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  jeAod 
will  be  reriyed  before  the  winter  is  orer,  and  the  fltooUn&t  ma; 
again  inflaenee  the  religious  bnaticism  of  the  people  against  us. 

To-day  General  Hills,  onr  GoTemor  of  the  City,  'onoe  more 
visited  the  ftofwoJi,  guarded  by  the  6th  P.I.;  while  the  sepoys  were 
buBy  all  day  in  searching  the  Mahomedan  quarter,  and  in  arresting 
inch  citizetis  as  they  could  find  remaining.  One  hundred  Punjabeea 
garrison  the  koiwali  for  the  night,  and  the  Eizilbashes  and 
Hindus  are  once  more  plucking  up  courage.  The  Bala  ffissor  has 
been  examined,  and  not  an  A^hui  found  in  it,  and  in  two  or  three 
days  the  9th  Foot,  and  the  2nd  and  4th  Ghoorkas,  which  arrived 
at  Sherpnr  this  morning  with  General  Charles  Googb,  will  be 
quartered  in  the  fortress.  Butkhok  ia  also  to  be  re-garrisoned  with 
100  of  the  gth  and  the  whole  of  the  12th  B.C.,  and  in  a  short 
time  we  shall  be  once  more  holding  a  strong  line  of  oommonicatioii 
with  PeBhawnr.  Oar  most  urgent  wont  is  ammunition.  The  rein- 
forcements have  only  brought  abont  200  tonnds  per  man,  and  our 
own  supply  cannot  be  much  more  than  260  rounds,  taking  the 
regiments  all  through. 

Among  onr  political  prisoners  now  ia  Takub  Khan's  mother, 
who  was  chiefly  instnimental  in  raising  the  jehad.  She  will  be 
closely  watched  for  the  future,  and  as  she  is  a  woman  of  great 
resource,  it  may  be  adviaable  to  deport  her  to  India.  The  camp 
has  also  received  with  due  ho^itality  forty  or  fifty  ladies,  the  wivea 
and  other  relatives  of  sirdars  among  us,  as  guests. 


27t&  December. 
After  all  the  excitement  of  onr  ten  days'  siege,  it  is  a  great  relief 
now  to  pass  beyond  the  walls  of  Sherpor,  even  tboo^  the  roads 
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and  fields  &boat  are  aiikl&-dBep  in  mnd  and  half-melted  anow. 
Not  a  Bbot  now  diatorbs  our  peaoefol  qniet,  and  the  only  anasnal 
toand  )8  the  doll  rep<»t  of  a  mine  exploding  where  oar  engineers 
are  busy  demoliehing  forts  and  walls  whidi  only  fonr  days  ago 
sheltered  our  enemy.  Oar  Christmaa  has  been  of  the  sober, 
tbonghtfbl  kind.  We  have  so  lately  been  releaaed  from  the  painful 
eonatraint  of  oonatant  Tigilance  and  hard  fighting,  that  oar  spirits 
conld  not  rise  very  high  in  the  scale  of  feativity ;  and  onr  losses 
have  so  sobered  ns,  that  it  wonld  seem  almost  saerilegions  to 
"  feast  and  make  merry  "  with  the  death  of  so  many  comrades  still 
fresh  in  oor  memory  and  with  the  hospitals  foil  of  wonnded  men, 
enffererB  in  the  actions  fought  sinee  the  10th.  Besides,  everyone 
is  worn  ant  with  watching,  and  it  will  be  some  time  before  officers 
and  men  can  once  more  take  lifie  placidly,  and  enjoy  heartily  such 
little  pleasures  as  are  forthooming.  Christmas  day  was  one  of 
rest  for  all  of  us,  for  our  cavalry  reconnaissances  had  shown  that 
the  enemy  had  dispersed  far  ont  of  our  reach ;  and  as  the  snow 
lay  six  inches  deep  on  the  ground,  there  was  little  chance  of  our 
troopers  orertaMng  even  such  small  bauds  as  might  have  followed 
the  main  roads  to  Logar,  Ghazui,  or  Kobistan,  On  the  24th  the 
horses  had  to  he  led  back  by  the  troopers  from  CSharaaia,  the  snow 
having  "  balled  "  their  feet  and  made  riding  dangerotis,  and  there 
was  nothing  to  be  gained  by  sending  them  ont  again  on  a  similar 
errand.  We  were  not  all  convinced  that  none  of  Mahomed  Jan's 
fbllowers  were  lurking  aboat,  and  strong  guards  were  still  held 
ready  at  night,  to  repel  any  sudden  attack.  Bat  the  precaution 
nkight  have  been  ne^ected ;  for  never  before  has  an  "  army " 
80,000  strong  melted  so  rapidly  away.  The  tribesmen  must  have 
travelled  quickly  during  the  night  of  the  28rd  after  we  had  beaten 
them  ^m  our  walls,  and  now  the  oountry  about  for  miles  seems 
deserted  of  its  inhabitants.  Such  villages  as  are  passed  have  their 
doors  barred  and  bolted,  and  not  even  a  gbazi  tarns  out  to  throw 
away  bis  life.  The  snow-covered  hills,  which  now  shut  as  in  on  all 
sides,  stand  oat  in  pare  whiteness,  and  make  no  sign.  They 
have  seen  the  scattered  thonaands  who  held  high  revel  in  Gabid 
pass  away  in  hat  haste ;  bat  the  snow  has  blotted  out  their  foot- 
prints, and  the  trail  is  lost.  By-and-by  we  shall  take  it  up  anew,  and 
search  oat  our  enemy  in  his  secluded  villages  and  forts,  fhr  a  force 
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ia  even  now  toiling  over  the  sdow  in  Kohistau,  and  will  in  a  few 
days  be  at  Mir  Batcha'e  gates.  Logar  also  may  Bee  another 
column  marching  npon  its  villagea,  but  mora  distiuit  Wardak  and 
Ghazni  are  probably  safe  until  the  spring ;  that  is,  if  Mahomed 
Jan  and  his  powerful  Mend,  the  mooUah,  Muahk-i-Alam,  do  not 
keep  their  promise  of  returning  to  Cabnl  at  the  festivBl  of  Nanroz, 
March  2Ist.  They  have  had  snch  an  unexpected  saccesB,  and 
have  eecared  such  valaable  loot,  that,  in  epite  of  their  loesee,  they 
may  be  tempted  again  to  repeat  the  experiment  of  coming  boldl; 
to  meet  onr  army,  instead  of  waiting  in  their  homes  for  an  attack. 

The  faller  we  examine  into  theje/ttui,  the  more  clear  it  becomes 
that  the  late  combination  more  nearly  approached  a  general  move- 
ment among  all  sections  than  any  that  has  yet  been  attempted. 
In  the  short  period  during  which  it  existed,  nearly  every  available 
fighting  man  in  North- Eastern  Afghanistan  flocked  to  the  banners 
ooDsecrated  by  Mushk-i-Alam ;  and  if  the  snccess  of  the  jehad 
had  been  a  little  longer-lived— say,  by  the  interception  of  onr  re- 
inforcements— there  would  have  been  streams  of  men  setting  in 
for  Cabal  horn  Tarkistan,  Badakshan,  and  the  Shutargardan 
district,  which  would  have  made  Mahomed  Jan  the  leader  of  that 
"  lakh  of  men  "  of  which  he  boasted.  Every  chief  of  importance 
among  the  wide-spread  Ohilzais  and  the  more  compact  Cohistanis 
and  Safis  was  np  in  aims,  and  the  fighting  at  Jngdnlluck  showed 
that  Asmatullah  Khan  and  his  Lughmanie  were  at  one  with  their 
friends  besieging  Sberpar.  Even  Padshah  Khan,  whose  virtues 
short-sighted  politicians  have  extolled,  brought  a  contingent  to 
Cabul,  and  fonght  against  ns  with  desperate  hatred,  although  he 
had  greatly  smoothed  our  path  daring  the  first  march  from  Ali 
Ehel.  With  Mahomed  Jan  were  also  Mir  Butcha  and  several 
other  Kohistani  chiefs — ITsman  Khan,  the  Safi  leader  of  Tagao ; 
Gholam  Hyder  Khan  (Logari),  and  Aslam  Khan,  Colonel  of 
Artillery,  both  of  whom  foaght  at  Charasia ;  and  several  minor 
Ghilzai  leaders,  who  had  each  brought  their  following  of  500  or 
1,000  men.  The  countenance  Mahomed  Jau  and  Mushk-i-Alam 
received  from  Yakab  Eban's  mother  and  wife,  gave  them  a  status 
wbtoh  they  did  not  fail  to  use  ft)  the  best  of  their  advantage  ;  and 
while,  perhaps,  half  their  followers  were  freebooters,  intent  npon 
looting  Hindus  and  Kizilbashes,  they  made  it  appear  in  their 
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attempt  to  negotiate  vith  Sir  Frederick  Roberts  that  the;  were 
the  patriotio  leaders  of  a  moTement,  which  had  for  its  object  not 
so  mach  the  ejectment  of  the  British  arm;,  as  the  revival  of  the 
Amirship.  Bingolarl;  enongh,  the  removal  of  Yakab  Khao  was 
made  a  pretext  for  their  occupation  of  Cabal,  and  this  in  the  fooe 
of  their  csUonsness  as  to  his  fate  when  he  was  a  prisoner  in  oar 
camp.  Yaknb's  mother,  working  throngb  Mnsbk-i-Alam  and  his 
mooUaht,  tamed  the  fall  tide  of  religioaa  enthasiasm  aroused  by 
the  jehad  into  channels  which  shoold  serve  to  place  either  h«- 
exiled  son  or  her  grandson  on  the  throne,  and  the  proclamation  of 
Masa  Jan  as  Amir  was  a  bold  step,  which  may  yet  give  ns  much 
trouble  to  nullify.  Musa  Jan  is  in  the  hands  of  Mushk-i-Alam, 
who  may  renew  his  jehad.  By  setting  np  the  child  in  state  at 
Ohazni,  and  formnlating  decrees  and  proclamations  in  his  name, 
he  may  jgive  the  people  a  pretext  for  denying  the  existence  of 
British  authority  farther  than  the  few  acres  commanded  by  our 
guns  abont  Cabal ;  and  taking  religign  again  as  a  rallying  cry,  he 
may  by  Naaroa  be  ready  with  another  80,000  men  to  try  con- 
clnsions  with  as  again.  The  late  army  which  besieged  as  does  not 
exist,  save  in  scattered  units.  The  feeUng  which  drew  it  together 
is  still  alive ;  for  fanaticism  only  slnmbers  in  this  coontry,  and  has 
aometimes  so  rapid  anawakening,  that  it  mast  be  constantly  watched. 
The  ten  days'  saccess  of  Mahomed  Jan  will  be  quoted  as  proving 
that,  under  more  favourable  conditions,  it  might  be  extended  in- 
definitely ;  and  unless,  by  oar  preparations,  we  show  that  the 
conditions  in  future,  instead  of  being  more  favoarable,  become 
steadily  less  and  less  attractive  to  men  who  may  be  called  upon 
to  join  a  nev  jehad,  the  British  army  of  occupation  may  be  again 
isolated.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  false  measure  of  economy  will 
prevent  the  strength  of  the  force  here  being  so  raised  that  from 
8,000  to  4,000  men  will  alwayt  be  available  for  oatside  work, 
after  Bherpar  or  whatever  lines  we  may  occopy  have  been  strongly 
garrisoned.  Our  reinforoements  number  only  1,400  men,  and 
Luttabund  is  still  left  without  a  garrison ;  while  100  of  the  9th 
Foot  and  the  whole  of  the  12th  Bengal  Cavalry  have  been  sent  to 
Batkhak  to  hold  that  post.  We  may  seem  strong  enough  now 
when  we  have  not  an  enemy  within  twenty  miles ;  bat  so  we 
seemed  equally  safe  three  weeks  ago,  when  we  disbelieved  in  the 
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possibility  of  30,000  A^hans  ever  coUeddng  together.  U  osr 
experiecce  is  to  go  for  nothing,  we  shall  revert  to  the  cdd  order  of 
thiogs,  perhaps  allowing  the  other  division  to  garriBon  Lattabond 
and  9ei  Baba ;  bnt  if  we  are  to  convinoe  the  late  leaders  of  tha 
j>Aad  that  a  second  can  only  be  a  ridionloos  failure,  we  shall 
hare  Hie  whole  of  Generals  Charles  Qoagh  and  Arbnthnot's 
brigades  west  of  Jngdnllnck.*  There  may  arise  some  diffiooltjin 
regard  to  winter  supplies ;  bat  if  the  policy,  now  begun,  of  r»> 
qnisitioiiing  the  villages  belonging  to  hostile  chiefs  be  carried  oat 
to  its  fall  extent,  oar  reinforcements  oan  live  comfortably.  Be- 
Bides,  the  Ehyber  transport  shoald  at  once  be  bo  remodelled,  that 
it  will  not  be  frittered  away  for  want  of  doe  Bupervision,  and  then, 
snrely,  sapplies  can  be  sent  from  Peshawar  as  far  as  Jngdollack, 
Lattaband,  or  even  Cabal  itself.  If  we  have  to  faee  the  poraibili^ 
%&  a  second  siege  of  Sherpor,  and  of  another  blow  at  onr  prestige 
by  tribes  of  Asiatics,  we  may  as  well  &oe  it  with  onr  eyes  open 
and  onr  powder  dry.  This  same  qnestion  of  powder  may  in- 
Tolre  as  in  difficnlties  yet,  for  we  want  ammnoition  badly ;  and  if 
it  has  to  be  brought  np  from  Peshawar,  it  will  take  three  weeks 
to  reach  bore.  As  we  are  sending  flying  oolamna  oat  again,  the 
troops  comprising  which  may  get  rid  of  100  roaods  per  man  in  a 
few  days,  the  prospect  does  not  seem  so  bri^t  of  onr  260  tonnda 
each  lasting  very  long.  If  Mahomed  Jan  bad  persistently  at- 
tacked oar  fcwoe  in  the  manner  he  at  last  did  on  December  28rd, 
we  shonld  now  be  left  with  aboat  seventy  ronnds  in  eaoh  man's 
ponch.  Fortanately  for  as,  Mahomed  Jan  is  not  a  military  genias. 
I  have  spoken  of  the  flying  oolamns  we  are  sending  oat.  The 
first  of  these  left  Sherpar  this  morning,  boand  for  Baba  Knob  Kar, 
where  the  villages  belonging  to  Mir  Batcha  are  said  to  lie.  Tbia 
is  abont  twen^-foar  miles  away  on  the  Charikar  Boad,  throogh 
the  heart  of  the  Koh-Daman,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  onr 
force  may  meet  with  opposition.  This  is  the  first  time  we  have 
interfered  with  the  Kobistanis  since  1841,  and  they  have  a  belief 
in  their  own  powers  among  their  native  hills,  which  may  caose 
them  to  fight  bravely  in  defence  of  their  villages.  They  have  an 
unlimited  supply  of  ammunition  taken  from  the  Bala  Hissar, 
and  this  to  tribesmen  is  half  the  battle.  The  country  is  quite 
*  Tb«  plao  ban  uigggitod  wh  tftwwutU  eurifld  ob(. 
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onknown  to  db,  and,  with  the  snow  lying  thtok  os  the  billB,  oor 
men  are  snre  to  suffer  great  hardshipB.  General  Baker's  colnnm 
is  mftde  ap  u  follows : — 

Hazara  Moantaio  Batterj  (four  gans) ; 

GaideB'  Cavalry  (200  sahrea) ; 

67th  Foot  (600  men) ; 

Guides'  Infantry  (400) ; 

2nd  Ghoorkag  (400) ; 

6th  Pnnjabees  (400) ; 

Sappers  and  Miners  (1^  oompany). 

The  2nd  Ghoorkas  were  too  weak  to  master  400  bayonets  fin  ser- 
vioe,  so  the  4tb  Ghoorkas  were  called  npon  to  make  ap  the  nam- 
ber.  The  Sftppers  take  with  them  matwials  for  demoliBhing  forts 
and  villages ;  and  it  is  intended  to  loot  the  place  thoroaghly,  so 
16  per  cent,  of  the  transport  animalB  in  Sherpar  accompany  the 
oolamn  in  addition  to  its  own  oomplement  of  moles  and  yaboot. 
200  ronnds  of  ammunition  per  man  and  five  days'  rations  are 
carried  for  the  men.  Two  surrey  officers  accompany  the  colnnm, 
and  three  parties  of  signallers  onder  Captain  Straton.  The  sig- 
nalling branch  of  the  Berrice  has  oome,  deservedly,  to  be  looked 
upon  as  playing  a  most  important  part  in  every  (^ration  nnder- 
tf^en.  The  colnnm  is  strong  enongh  both  to  panish  Mir  Bnteha 
and  to  collect  enppliea ;  but  there  is  a  strong  opinion  in  camp  that 
before  any  reprisals  were  began,  oor  commnnications  with  Jog- 
doUnck  Bhonld  have  been  seeared.  We  have  had  no  news  from 
Jogdallock  sinee  the  20tb,  and  we  are  in  doabt  as  to  the  safety  of 
oor  despatches.  The  newB  of  Mahomed  Jan's  flight  Bhould  canse 
the  local  Ghilzaia  to  settle  down  peacefally  again  ;  and  aa  more 
troops  move  up  &om  Gnndamak  and  Jellalabad,  the  line  will 
doabtleSB  be  re-opened  in  ten  days.  When  General  Baker  retams 
from  Eohistan,  another  colamn  is  to  be  sent  to  the  Logar  Valley, 
and  more  aapplies  collected ;  this  time,  perhaps,  withont  the  ez- 
penditare  of  two  or  three  lakhs  of  mpees, 

A  report  has  been  spread  that  the  Bala  Hissar  has  been 
mined,  and  for  the  present  no  garrison  vrill  be  placed  within  its 
vrells.  The  Engineers  are  bnsy  examining  the  fortresB,  and  when 
they  have  decided  as  to  its   safety,  General  Charles  Gongh's 
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brigade  vill  be  moved  into  it  for  the  winter.  Oaags  of  Hazara 
coolies  are  employed  demolishiDg  tlie  w&lle  of  villages  and  forts 
abont  Sherpor,  and  also  in  clearing  away  detached  walls  in  the 
fields,  the  remains  of  old  fortified  encIoBOres.  One  of  the  gnna 
given  by  us  to  Wall  Mahomed,  when  it  was  expected  he  woald  go 
to  Tarkistan  as  Governor,  has  been  brought  in ;  but  the  two  gnns 
of  Swinley's  Battery,  lost  on  the  I4th,  are  still  n 


29(A  Dec«mier. 
I  have  visited  the  city  of  Cabnl,  which  is  now  again  in  onr 
hands,  and  have  seen  the  havoo  made  in  its  bazaars  by  the  army 
of  Mohamed  Jan  and  the  fanatical  followers  of  Mushk^i-Alam.  The 
city  is  considered  safe  again  for  visitors,  though  ofQoers  visitisg 
it  have  to  go  in  pairs,  and  cany  arms.  This  is  a  pFooantion 
against  any  stray  ghazis  who  may  still  be  in  hiding  within  Its 
walls.  My  guard  was  simply  four  Sikhs,  and  nith  this  small 
escort  I  was  able  to  examine  the  place  thoroughly,  without  molesta- 
tion. The  Mnssolman  population  still  remaining  is  in  a  whole- 
some state  of  fear,  and  as  onr  search-parties  go  &om  house  to 
house  seeking  men  who  played  ns  fidse,  there  is  a  tondencj 
among  the  citizens  to  draw  off  to  obscure  nooks  and  comers. 
Pasaiag  out  by  the  head-quarters'  gate  in  the  western  wall,  I 
followed  the  mnddy  footpath  across  the  fields  to  Deh-i-Afghan, 
the  wf^a  and  ditches  abont  which  yet  show  signs  of  the  late 
fighting,  in  the  presence  of  cartridge-cases  thrown  away  aft^ 
being  fired  by  the  Afghans.  In  the  gardens  abont  the  suburb, 
the  ti-ees  are  cat  and  "blazed"  where  out  shells  exploded,  bat 
the  damage  is  really  very  slight.  We  had  not  sufficient  ammuni- 
tion to  waste  shells  on  these  enclosures,  and  two  or  three  doses  of 
shrapnel  or  common  shell  were  generally  enough  to  silence  the 
fire  of  the  enemy  in  any  given  orchard.  Climbing  up  the  path  to 
Deh-i-Afghan,  which  stands  on  a  low  rounded  hill  at  the  foot  c^ 
the  Asmai  Heights,  and  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Cabnl  river,  I 
came  across  a  few  disconsolate-looking  Hindus  and  Eizilbashes 
on  their  way  to  Sherpur,  to  relate  their  woes  and  file  their  bill  of 
damages  against  "the  great  British  Government,"  which  had 
promised   to  protect  them.     Besides  these  unlucky  men  were 
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Btrings  of  Hnzara  cooliea,  staggering  ander  tbeir  heavy  loads  of 
irood  or  bkoosa,  and  to  all-seeming  as  happy  as  ever  in  their  rags 
and  wretchedness.  All  the  doors  and  windows  of  the  honses  were 
barred  and  locked,  and  bnt  few  Massulman  faces  conld  be  seen. 
Here  and  there  were  knots  of  men  discassing,  with  snbdned  looks, 
the  late  events.  The  gossipers  were  profase  in  salaamB,  bat 
moved  off  as  oar  little  party  passed  onwards.  Deh-i-Afghan 
was  shelled,  on  the  14tli,  by  six  gnns  for  aboat  an  honr,  and 
during  the  siege  an  6-iiicb  howitzer  occasionally  pitched  a  shell 
into  the  crowds  which  always  gathered  within  and  abont  it,  I 
therefore  expected  to  see  some  great  damage  done  to  the  hoases. 
Bnt  beyond  a  hole  in  a  wall  or  roof,  or  the  branches  of  trees  ont 
off  in  the  courtyards,  there  was  nothing  to  show  that  our  shells 
had  fallen  vrithin  its  walla.  Most  of  the  hoases  are  so  strongly 
made,  the  walla  being  fonr  or  five  feet  thick  at  the  base,  and 
firmly  built  np  of  stone  and  mad  cement,  that  to  breach  them 
wonld  require  a  40-poander,  and  we  have  no  gons  here  of  this 
calibre.  The  streets  of  Deb-i- Afghan  were  so  deserted  that  it  vraa 
qaite  a  relief  to  leave  them  behind,  especially  as  the  whole  place 
seemed  to  smell  of  the  shambles — dae,  perhaps,  to  the  bodies  of 
men  killed  in  action  being  buried  in  shallow  graves.  At  the  foot 
of  theAsmai  Heights,  where  the  road  tnms  off  to  the  Cabal  gorge, 
a  company  of  the  8rd  Sikhs  was  halted,  while  Captain  Nicholson, 
R.E.,  was  deciding  the  direction  a  new  military  road  should  tak« 
from  Sherpar  to  Dehmazung.  General  Hills,  Governor  of  the 
City,  with  a  namber  of  "  friendly  "  Cabolis,  explained  to  them 
what  hoases  were  to  be  palled  down,  and  in  a  fow  days  we  shall 
have  some  500  or  600  men  busy  in  demolishing  the  place.  As 
yet  we  have  not  destroyed  a  house  in  Cabal,  and  oar  merciful 
policy  has  only  encour^^ed  its  turbulent  ruffians  to  tora  and 
harass  as  at  the  first  opportanity.  Military  considerations  alone 
should  be  now  allowed  to  prevail,  and  any  coarse  decided  apon 
as  contribating  to  the  safety  of  Sherpor  should  be  carried  oat 
answerringly.  We  have  seen  how  great  was  the  protection 
afforded  by  Deh-i-Afghan  to  tiie  enemy,  as  enabling  them  to 
collect  beneath  its  walls  in  perfect  security,  in  occapying  or  in 
retiring  from  the  Asmai  hill,  and  this  protection  should  now  be 
swept  away,  even  if  every  wall  and  bouse  between  the  foot  of  the 
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hill  and  the  Cabal  river  has  to  be  pnlled  down.  Oeneral  Maopher> 
boq'b  retirement  &om  above  the  Bala  HlBsar  on  tbe  eTening  of  tiie 
14th  had  to  be  made  by  way  of  Deh-i-Aj^han,  and  his  troops  were 
onder  fire  the  whole  time  in  getting  from  the  Cabal  gotge  to  tlie 
fields  beyond,  where  onr  troops  firom  Sherpor  were  waiting  to  ■ 
cover  their  retirement.  Onr  anxiety,  so  long  as  a  man  remained 
within  the  shadow  of  D^-i- Afghan,  was  at  the  time  very  great. 

From  Deh-i-Afghaa  aorosB  a  bridge  whioh  spans  the  Cabal 
river,  and  thence  by  a  winding  path  among  high  walls  and  sombre- 
looking  dweilingB,  to  the  Chandaal  qaarter,  is  only  a  few  minates' 
walk.  The  melting  snow  had  made  the  narrow,  ill-paved  streeta 
almost  impassable  in  places,  and  we  had  to  aplash  through  mnd 
and  slosh  to  make  any  progress  at  all.  As  this  end  of  the  oi^ 
was  entered,  there  were  a  few  more  signs  of  life,  and  one  or  two 
shops  were  open,  bat  few  wares  were  displayed.  All  these  shops 
belonged  to  Mahomedans ;  they  had  escaped  looting,  and  their 
happy  owners  were  now  placidly  retaming  to  their  every-day  life* 
thoogh,  perchance,  daring  the  Mobarram  they  rofBed  it  with  the 
best,  and  swa^ered  aboat,  threatening  death  to  all  Kafirs. 
They  know  oor  weakness  for  sparing  a  fallen  foe,  and  they  trade 
upon  it  systematically.  They  will  take  oar  mpees  to-day,  and  be 
all  Bnbserviency  or  snllen  independence — not  so  mncb  the  latter  now 
— and  will  cat  onr  throats  and  hack  oar  bodies  to  pieces  to-morrow 
as  part  of  the  beaatifol  programme  drawn  np  by  a  far-seeing  Provi- 
dence. Passing  by  these  few  shops  tenanted  by  Mahomedans,  I 
soon  came  to  those  owned  by  Hindas,  and  here  the  wreck  was 
great.  Like  all  Eastern  bazaars,  those  of  Cabal  consiBt  of  rows 
of  little  stalls  raised  three  or  foar  feet  above  the  street  level.  The 
rear  and  side  walls  are  bnilt  of  mad  and  san-dried  bricks,  while  the 
front  is  all  open,  escept  where  the  mde  wooden  shatters  are  pat 
ap  at  nightfoll,  and  the  little  door  seoorely  padlocked.  Bat  few 
of  the  shopkeepers  live  "  on  the  premises ;  "  they  have  houses  in 
the  back-streets,  where  their  wives  and  ^milies  are  sednded ;  so 
that,  when  the  day's  work  or  trading  is  over,  the  basaars  are 
deserted,  except  by  wanderers  or  strangers  in  search  of  their 
night's  resting-place.  These  little  stalls  have  been  gatted; 
nothing  is  left  except  the  bare  walls.  Every  scrap  of  woodwork 
has  been  carried  away,  and  the  fioors  have  been  dag  ap  in  search 
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of  hidden  treasure.  The  walls  in  Beveral  places  are  broken 
down,  and  their  rains  lie  across  the  street ;  while  in  one  or  two 
instances  the  very  poles  of  the  roofs  hare  been  purloined,  and  the 
snow  and  mist  bara  wantoned  throngh  the  nice  snog  corners 
where  Bokhara  silks,  Manchester  cottons,  or  Sheffield  cntlerj 
lay  stored  awa;.  A  description  of  one  stall  will  serve  for  all. 
Beareel;  a  Hindu  shop  has  been  left  nntoached,  and  Defile- 
ment has  followed  upon  Devastation,  nntil  the  twin-siBterB 
have  made  the  havoc  complete.  The  wretched  shopkeepers 
Bit  among  the  rains  in  helpless  misery,  and  are  already 
debating  whether  it  woold  not  be  better  to  pack  np  their 
hoasehold  goods  and  move  for  Hindustan  rather  than  wait  for  a 
second  irmption  of  the  hungry  horde  of  tribesmen  who  are  now 
hurrying  away  to  their  homes  laden  with  the  loot  of  Cabal. 
These  Hindus  make  the  most  of  their  losses  unquestionably, 
in  the  hope  of  obtaining  oompenBation  from  the  British ;  yet 
there  can  be  no  doubt  they  have  been  robbed  of  a  large  amonnt  of 
property.  The  Shore  Baeaar  is  nearly  all  wrecked,  and  one 
part  of  the  Char  Chowk,  the  lai^e  oovered-in  bazaar  of  Cabnl,  has 
been  cleared  out  even  to  the  nails  in  the  walls.  The  practice, 
of  burying  articles  of  value  is  so  common  among  Gabnlis,  and 
indeed  among  Asiatics  generally,  that  part  of  the  stnmg  masonry 
of  which  the  main  walls  of  the  Char  Chowk  are  built  ap,  has  been 
broken  down,  and  huge  holes  and  gaps  left  to  show  the  earnestness 
of  the  search.  Such  shops  as  have  been  spared  in  the  heart 
of  the  city  are  still  closed,  for  their  owners  do  not  care  to 
display  their  goods  too  soon,  as  they  have  to  bear  the  inqnisi- 
torial  questions  of  their  less  fortnnate  neighbours.  A  more 
wretched  picture  of  desolation  than  Cabal  presented  as  I  rode 
through  it  cannot  be  imagined.  All  the  hfe  and  turmoil  had  died 
out  of  it,  and  the  only  persons  who  seemed  to  take  advantage 
of  the  general  stagnation  were  the  women,  many  of  whom  were 
flitting  about  in  their  long  white  robes  as  if  &ee  from  all  restraint. 
The  kotwaii  had  been  made  the  temporary  head-qnartors  of 
Mahomed  Jan,  who  had  garrisoned  it  with  a  few  handred  roBO- 
late  men.  Their  first  act  had  been  to  destroy  and  defile  the 
room  where  General  Hills  Bat  as  Governor  of  the  City ;  and  they 
bad  done  this  very  completely,  even  the  roof  and  floor  being 
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torn  np.  Loop-holes  had  been  knocked  into  the  valla  of  every 
room,  both  above  and  below,  as  if  in  anticipatiou  of  a  stand  being 
made  i£  it  came  to  Btreet-figbting.  The  hoUoaW  ia  a  high  sqaare 
bnilding ;  an  open  conrtyard,  with  two  tiers  of  rooms  round  it, 
and  a  parapet  above  all  whence  the  neighbouring  roofs  and 
streets  can  be  commanded  by  musketry  fire.  It  is  so  closely 
hemmed  in  by  buildings,  however,  that  it  would  not  be  a  good 
position  to  defend.  The  entrance  is  &om  the  middle  of  the 
Char  Chowk  Bazaar,  and  it  is  the  centre  ronnd  which  all  Cabal 
eitcnlates  when  any  excitement  arouses  the  people.  When  I 
visited  it  in  my  ramble  through  the  city,  I  found  100  Sikhs  and 
Ghoorkas  garrisoning  it,  and  ready  to  tarn  out  at  a  moment's 
notice  if  an  alarm  of  "ghszis"  were  raised.  Speaking  to 
&  friendly  Cabnli,  he  assured  me  that  lakhs  of  properly  had 
been  looted ;  he  himself  had  had  five  honses  cleared  ont,  while 
sirdars  in  onr  camp  had  been  treated  in  a  similar  way.  Wall 
Mahomed  especially  had  been  a  snfferer,  and  the  ladies  of  his 
zenana  had  been  sobjected  to  great  indignities.  Believing  that 
they  had  ornaments  of  valne  bidden  upon  their  persons,  they  were 
^stripped  of  every  stitch  of  clothing,  and  tnmed  ont  in  all  the 
shame  of  nakedness  into  the  streets.  Questioned  as  to  the  number 
of  Mahomed  Jan's  followers,  the  Gabuli  said  there  were  folly  30,000 
men,  and  this  coincided  with  estimates  given  by  oar  spies  and 
others  who  have  been  examined  since.  Padshah  Khan,  the  man 
whom  we  trusted  so  implicitly  on  our  march  from  the  Shntai^r- 
dan,  was  among  the  leuders,  and  bronght  a  small  contingent  to 
swell  the  army  of  fanatics.  The  systematic  way  in  which  the 
looting  was  carried  on  will  appear  from  the  statement  that,  when 
a  man  defended  his  house  against  a  small  band  of  maranders, 
they  retired  for  the  time,  and  then  returned,  as  a  Hindu  put  it, 
"  10,000  strong."  It  was  useless  to  ofier  opposition  to  such 
numbers,  though  I  believe  many  of  the  Eizilbashes,  by  pro- 
fessing to  be  good  Mahomedans,  saved  their  property.  There 
were  not  many  inoffensive  shopkeepers  killed,  eight  or  ten  at 
the  highest  estimate ;  hut  the  fear  and  terror  in  which  they  lived 
hidden  away  in  cellars  and  holes  made  their  life  during  the 
Mohurmm  scarcely  worth  the  living.  I  left  Cabal,  feeling  that  it 
was,  indeed,  a  hapless  city.     The  induatrioas  classes,  who  hid 
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been  oar  friendB  and  had  rejoiced  at  our  coming,  had  been  despoiled 
under  oar  eyes ;  while  those  who  had  onrsed  us  in  their  hearts, 
and  longed  to  drive  as  ont,  were  once  more  cowed  after  a  ahort 
triumph,  and  were  caloalating  how  many  of  Uieir  number  would 
shortly  grace  the  gallows.  The  Military  CommiBsion  under  the 
presidency  of  Brigadier- General  Massy  bae  again  been  ordered  to 
assemble.  This  time,  it  is  to  be  hoped  a  few  men  of  importance 
may  be  executed — always  provided  that  we  can  find  them.  The 
members  of  the  Commission  are  General  Massy,  Major  Morgan, 
(of  the  9th  Foot),  and  Major  Stewart  (of  the  6th  Punjab 
Cavalry). 

The  remains  of  Captain  Spens  were  foand  to-day  by  Dr.  Duke, 
about  ten  yards  &om  the  spot  where  he  was  cut  dovm.  General 
Roberts,  vrith  a  small  force,  visited  Chardeh  Talley  to-day,  to 
examine  the  ground  where  the  cavalry  and  guns  came  to  grief  on 
the  11th.  One  mountain  gun  of  Swinley's  Battery,  lost  on  the 
14th,  has  been  found.  It  was  lying  in  ^jheel  (a  shallow  pool)  a 
few  miles  up  Chardeh  Valley,  where  it  had  been  abandoned  by  the 
enemy  in  their  flight. 


CHAPTER  XX. 


Tba  FnfckbUitiM  of  tba  Barinl  ol  tbs  /cAod— InmBoarit;  of  Natirs  Chieb— Ths  Netd 
of  fnrtbei  BaiDloncmanla — The  Diffioultiei  o[  Wtrfuv  in  A^buiiirtui — B«tarn  of 
Gmanl  Baker  from  Bftlm  Kncb  Ku — KecoTerj  of  the  Bodiai  of  Uaoleiiuiti 
Eudie  ud  Forbes — KeTiBw  t>t  tba  Mad — The  Attitude  of  the  Tiibei  on  the  Line 
of  Commnniationi — AmutnUati  Khu'i  Podtion — PaDura  to  oheok  our  Beia- 
lorcementa — Tho  ImportMioo  of  ths  Lattabmid  Fot — Attuk  npon  Ju^nllnek — 
Btpnlie  of  the  Loghmuui — Dapoitation  of  Daond  8h>h  to  iDdia—Hilitair  Bxeon- 

Irt  Janvary,  1880. 
Thb  New  Year  has  come  upon  ns  so  suddenly,  that  we  have  had 
no  time  to  cast  vain  regrets  upon  worn-out  months,  which  have 
witnessed  the  making  of  important  pages  of  history,  and  given  na 
a  new  starting-point  in  our  relations  with  Afghanistan.  A  month 
ago  we  were  dying  of  weary  inactivity,  bat  this  feeling  was  swept 
away  by  the  stirring  events  of  the  Mohnrrnm,  and  we  have  not 
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yet  sank  back  into  oar  old  state  of  lassitode.  Oar  Iosbob  have 
been  bo  hesvy,  that  it  beboves  as  to  take  precatttions  to  prevent  a 
repetition  of  the  lato  inveBtment ;  and  we  are  bestiiring  onrselveB 
rigbt  heartily  to  gire  the  ghazi-Joj/  a  reception  worthy  of  their 
impetaoaB  natare,  if  they  keep  their  promiae  to  retam  in  March. 
MoBa  Jan,  Yaknb  Khan's  son,  is  now  with  Mnsbk-i-Alam  (that 
aDBaToary  fnooUoA,  whose  title  means  "  Scent  of  the  Universe  ") 
at  Bad  Mnshk,  twelve  miles  &om  Ghazni ;  and  when  the  jekad.  is 
revived,  all  trne  Afghans  will  be  called  npon  to  rally  ronnd  their 
rigbtfol  sovereign.  The  waverers  will  be  wrongbt  upon  by  pro- 
miaes  of  endless  loot;  the  fanatical  by  opportonities  of  fdtnre 
bliss  afber  they  have  died  as  ghazis ;  and  the  mass  of  the  tribes- 
men by  an  appeal  to  their  warlike  instincts  which  lead  them  to 
fight  for  the  sake  of  bloodshed.  It  was  a  grave  mistake  which 
left  Masa  Jan,  with  the  women  of  Yakob  Eban's  hoaBehoId,  in 
Gabnl ;  for  now  a  statas  is  given  to  the  leaders  of  the  np-rising 
which  they  lacked  before.  We  have  Wall  Mahomed  vrith  ns  Btill ; 
and  if  we  so  far  modify  oar  policy  aB  to  make  him  Governor  of 
Cabal  and  the  districts  aboat, — and  all  things  are  possible  in  the 
see-saw  of  politics, — ^we  coald  make  a  coonter-appeal,  and  declare 
Masa  Jan  to  be  merely  a  puppet  in  the  hands  of  miBchief-makers. 
Whether  this  appeal  woald  be  disregarded,  one  cannot  say ;  bat 
if  it  were  backed  by  a  strong  display  of  force,  say  12,000  men 
holding  Sherpnr  and  every  post  down  to  Jellalabad  well  garrisoned, 
it  might  have  some  effect.  No  &ith  can  be  pat  in  Afghan  pro- 
mises :  we  have  learned  that,  by  the  falling  away  of  Padshah 
Khan,  if  we  did  not  already  know  it  from  past  experience ;  and 
oar  safety  from  constant  attack  mast  lie  in  the  oompletenesB  of 
oar  own  preparations,  rather  than  in  contracts  made  with  sirdarB, 
who  will  only  serve  qb  so  long  as  fair  weather  lasts.  Padshah 
Shan  is  said  to  have  remained  faithfal  at  least  until  the  14tfa  of 
December.  When  he  learned  that  the  British  had  been  obliged  - 
to  withdraw  within  the  walls  of  Sherpnr,  and  had  lost  two 
moontoin  guns  in  the  day's  fighting,  he  may  have  thought  that 
a  disaster  was  impending,  and  so  joined  Mahomed  Jan  with  as 
many  GhilzaiB  as  he  coold  collect  together.  He  now  afOrms 
that  he  was  more  a  spectator  than  an  active  participator  in  the 
siege ;  and  that  this  was  so  evident  to  the  other  chiefs  that,  after 
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aBBigning  him  a  post  in  the  fore-front  of  the  attack,  they  withdrew 
him  from  his  command  at  the  last  moment,  so  great  was  their 
mistraet  of  his  sincerity. 

The  Khyber  Force  will  relieve  us  of  all  garrison  work  at  Lntta- 
bond,  which  sets  free  800  men  and  two  gnns  for  dnty  here ;  so 
that  with  the  1,400  men  General  Charles  Gongh  brooght  with 
him  we  shall  be  over  2,000  stronger.  Bnt  oar  losses  have  been 
heavy,  and  there  are  now  800  men  on  the  sick  list',  many  of  whom 
most  be  sent  back  to  India.  The  present  campaign  cannot  be 
brought  to  a  snocessfol  conolnsion  without  a  mnch  greater  display 
of  force  than  we  have  hitherto  made ;  and  I  believe  every  effort  is 
now  being  pat  forth  to  collect  frirther  enpplies,  so  that,  if  neces- 
sary, 16,000  or  20,000  men  coold  be  fed  daring  February  and 
March  preparatory  to  our  resoming  the  offensive  in  the  spring. 
The  warning  of  Sir  Henry  Darand,  in  his  criticism  of  the  old 
war,  must  have  recurred  to  our  leaders  when  contemplating  a  new 
accession  of  strength  to  the  force  now  here.  He  wrote  : — ■ 
"  Everything  in  the  expedition  was  a  matter  of  the  greatest  un- 
certainty, eves  to  the  feeding  of  the  troops;  for  Afghanistan 
merited  the  character  given  to  Spain  by  Henry  IV.  of  France  : 
'  Invade  with  a  large  force,  and  you  are  destroyed  by  starvation  ; 
invade  with  a  small  one,  and  yon  are  overwhelmed  by  a  hostile 
people.' "  We  have  tried  the  latter  alternative,  and,  after  being 
shat  in  by  50,000  Albans  (for  such  it  is  now  said  was  the 
numerical  strength  of  Mahomed  Jan's  following),  we  have  no 
wish  to  repeat  the  experiment.  To  avoid  it,  we  must  have  a  large 
and  handy  force  ready  to  cope  with  the  enemy  before  he  can  reach 
Cabal ;  and  here  the  starvation  difficult;  crops  up.  After  paying 
&balou8ly  high  prices  for  everything — from  a  sheep  to  an  oniim 
— we  had  laid  in  stores  sufficient  for  the  consumption  of  our 
original  division  until  the  spring ;  bat  these  will  not  soffice  when 
they  are  drawn  opon  by  the  troops  which  have  since  joined  as 
(9th  Foot,  Gnides,  2nd  and  4th  Ghoorkas,  Hazara  Mountain 
Battery,  and  Sappers),  apart  from  any  others  that  may  yet  come 
np.  The  Khyber  transport  is  not  strong  enough  for  maoh  reliance 
to  be  placed  upon  it  in  the  matter  of  brioging  up  supplies  from 
Peshawar,  and  we  shall  probably  have  to  requisition  the  country 
and  force  the  people  to  sell  their  hidden  stores  at  oar  own  prices. 

T  2 
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We  oamiot  staire,  and  the  militaty  exigencies  of  the  position 
render  it  imperative  that  we  Bhoold  have  Sherpor  not  only 
well  garrisoned,  bnt  a  movable  force  of  sofficient  strength  to  dis- 
perse all  Cahol  gatherings,  and  regiments  stationed  along  oar 
line  of  oommonioation,  equal  either  to  ponishing  chiefs  like 
Asmatnllah,  or  moving  westward  to  Cabnl  if  a  second  jthai 
brings  ahont  another  great  combination  of  the  people.  Our 
latest  reinforcement,  which  arrived  here,  on  the  24th,  under 
General  Oongh,  is  now  gsrrisoning  the  Bala  Hissar;  while  the 
Gnides  have  been  attached  to  General  Maopberson's  Brigade, 
and  will  remain  in  cantonments.  They  have  done  good  serrice 
since  their  arrival,  and  well  deserve  to  be  attached  to  the  army 
which  oaptored  Cabnl  single-handed. 

Genertj  Baker  returned  yesterday  from  his  excursion  to  Baba 
Knch  Kar,  where  he  destroyed  the  forts  and  villages  belonging 
to  Mir  Butcha.  This  place  was  demolished  by  Sale  on  the  8Lh  of 
October,  1840.  It  was  considered  at  that  time  a  stronghold  which 
would  have  given  an  army  without  a  battering-train  much  trouble ; 
but  now  the  fortified  enclosures  were  less  formidable.  They  were 
Dot  defended,  Mir  Butcha  and  his  retainers  have  fied  northward 
to  Charikar  when  he  saw  how  quickly  we  were  following  him  after 
his  r&treat  from  Sherpur  on  the  3rd  December.  No  opposition 
on  the  road  to,  or  from,  Baba  Knch  £ar  was  offered  to  General 
Baker,  who  was  only  away  five  days.  The  snow^covered  roads  and 
hiUs  were  very  trying  to  the  soldiers  and  followers ;  and  it  was 
conclusively  proved  that  camping  ont  in  this  weather  is  likely  to 
BOW  the  seeds  of  mach  sickness  among  oar  men.  The  country 
visited  was  not  Kohistan  proper,  which  lies  north  of  Istalif,  but 
the  Eoh-Daman  ("  Skirt  of  the  Hills  ").  The  valleys  were  found 
to  be  marvellously  fertile,  the  orchards  and  rineyards  on  the  hill- 
slopes  stretching  away  on  either  side  for  miles.  Cabal  is  said  to 
draw  most  of  its  delicious  &ait  from  the  Koh-Daman,  the  fertility 
of  which  we  had  every  opportunity  of  observing.  In  the  spring 
the  district  most  be  the  most  beantifhl  spot  in  A^hanistan, 
the  Chardeh  Valley  sinking  into  insignificance  before  it.  Great 
dif&cnlty  wonld  be  experienced  by  an  army  marching  through  in 
the  &ce  of  determined  opposition.  Sunken  roads,  irrigated  tracts, 
walled  fields,  and  innamerable  watercourses  form  such  a  network 
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of  obstrnctiOD,  Uiat  if  the  forts  and  TillageB,  with  their  acres  of 
orchards  and  Tiaeyards,  were  defended,  progress  would  be 
laborious  and  dangerous  in  the  extreme.  For  miles  there  is 
admirable  coyer  for  skirmiahers  to  harass  an  army  with  all  it 
impedimenta  of  baggage  and  followers ;  and  every  fort  woold  have 
to  be  stormed,  as  motmtain  guns  wonld  make  no  impression  on 
the  mad  walls.  General  Baker  not  only  looted  and  levelled 
to  the  ground  all  forts  and  Tillages  owned  by  Mir  Btitcha,  bat  ont 
down  his  vineyards,  and  set  the  Ghoorkas  to  work  to  "  ring  "  all 
the  fruit  trees.  This  will  be  a  heavy  loss  to  the  villages,  whioh 
mainly  derive  their  local  infloenoe  from  the  retnm  yielded  by  their 
orchards  and  vineyards.  Baba  Knch  Kar  is  a  httle  over  twenty 
miles  from  Sherpnr ;  and  from  it  Istalif  could  be  seen,  with  its 
white  walls  gleaming  out  on  the  hillsides,  surrounded  by  orchards 
extending  as  far  as  the  eye  conld  reach.  Istalif  is  about  ten 
miles  farther  north,  and  the  coantry  between  is  all  under  culti- 
vation. Arrangements  were  made  with  local  headmen  to  bring  in 
snppUes,  and  large  quantities  of  grain  and  bkoota  are  expected  to 
reach  us  &om  the  Koh-Daman. 

The  qnicknesB  with  which  we  reanmed  the  offensive  after  being 
besieged  in  Sherpur  has  fovourably  impressed  all  the  coantry 
about.  Sach  chiefs  as  were  hostile  to  as  now  see  that  they  are 
not  safe  &om  reprisals ;  and  vrithin  easy  marches  of  Sherpar 
many  villages  which  turned  ont  their  fighting  men  daring  the 
jehad,  are  now  being  punished.  One  village  in  Chardeb  was  said 
to  contain  the  bodies  of  Lieutenants  Hardie  and  Forbes,  who 
fell  in  the  cavalry  action  on  the  11th  of  December.  On  oar 
troops  visiting  it,  the  maliki  denied  that  the  bodies  had  been 
seen.  Two  of  the  headmen  were  tied  up  and  flogged,  bat  still 
refdsed  to  speak ;  but  upon  a  third  being  seized,  he  ofiered  to 
show  the  officers'  graves.  The  bodies  were  exhumed,  and  were 
found  to  be  anmatilated.  The  village  has  been  destroyed  on 
accoant  of  the  contumacity  of  the  maliks,  and  also  becanse  oar 
troops  were  fired  upon  &om  its  walls  when  the  guns  were  lost. 
Several  other  missing  bodies  of  Lancers  have  been  found ;  and 
on  New  Year's  Day  an  impressive  faneral  of  the  bodies  of  Captain 
Spens,  Lieutenant  Hardie,  Lieutenant  Forbes,  and  a  non-com- 
missioned officer  took  place  at  the  foot  of  the  north-western  slope 
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of  tbe  Bemara  Heights.  We  h&ve  loet  twelve  offioers  killed  and 
foorteen  woiutded  since  December  lOth,  vhich  E^owa  the  severity 
of  tibe  fighting ;  while  of  the  rank  and  file  and  oamp-followera, 
Dine^-eif^t  have  been  killed  and  238  wonnded. 

4th  January. 
One  feature  of  the  late  investment  of  Sherpar  oantonment 
which  deserves  considerable  attention  is  the  part  played  by  the 
powerful  Ghilzai  tribes  between  Cabal  and  Jellalabad.  Their 
attitude,  from  the  14th  of  December,  was  the  same  as  that  taken 
Qp  in  the  war  of  1841-42,  and  they  do  doubt  looked  for  a  similar 
result.  It  might  have  been  foretold  with  absolute  certain^  that 
once  a  British  army  was  besieged  at  Cabal,  the  tribesmen  on  the 
route  to  India  would  rise  to  a  man  and  try  to  block  the  road  along 
which  reinforcements  mast  pass.  The  ^ehad  which  Mnshk-i- 
Alam  headed  had  its  origin  far  &om  the  roc^  barrier  which  shots 
in  the  Cabal  plain  on  the  east :  its  birth  was  at  Ghazni,  and  its 
growth  extended  on  the  north  to  Eohistan,  and  on  the  sonth  to 
Logar,  the  two  districts  which  fomiBhed  at  the  outset  its  principal 
strength.  The  Safis  of  Tagao  were  drawn  within  its  infloence 
by  their  dose  neighbourhood  to  Eohistan ;  but  the  Qbilzais  of 
Tezin  and  the  valleys  about,  as  well  as  tiie  more  distant  Lngfa- 
manis,  held  aloof  at  first  by  reason  of  their  position  between 
the  two  Britdsh  forces.  If  Mahomed  Jan  had  failed  in  his  march 
npon  Gabul,  and  had  been  driven  back  upon  the  Ohazni  Boad,  we 
shonld  probably  have  heard  Uttle  of  the  hostility  of  the  tribes 
westward  of  Butkhak ;  the  preaching  of  the  TnooUaJta,  which  had 
for  weeks  before  fallen  apon  the  ears  of  the  Ghilzais  as  the  pre- 
diction of  a  great  triumph  over  the  Kafir  army,  would  have  borne 
no  fruit  beyond  an  occasional  raid  upon  our  convoys.  The  local 
clans  would  have  felt  that,  if  a  powerful  combination,  such  as  that 
which  had  gathered  about  the  Ghazni  priest,  had  &iled  to  drive 
back  the  British  army,  they  themselves  were  powerless  to  do  so. 
But  once  the  vast  host  of  50,000  men  had  occupied  Cabul  and 
the  Bala  Eissar,  and  had  made  it  impossible  for  the  garrison  of 
Sherpar  to  move  beyond  its  defences,  the  Ghilzais  felt  that  the 
appeal  to  their  fanaticism  vras  a  safe  lead  to  fbllow,  and  they 
began  to  master  in  strength.     The  messengers  from  Mahomed 
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Jan  were  weloomed,  and  oar  evaonation  of  Batkhok  proved  that 
his  promiBe  to  snrroand  and  cot  to  pieces  the  small  army  which 
had  captored  Gabul  wae  not  widely  lemoved  from  the  possible,  as 
our  leaders  were  concentrating  their  force  to  resist  an  attack.  If 
we  had  not  needed  every  man  at  Sherpnr,  why  sboald  we  harry 
away  &om  onr  first  oatpcfflt  ander  cover  of  darkness?  This  was 
the  argament  wbieh  went  home  to  the  hearts  of  the  men  in  the 
hills  aboat  Ehnrd  Cabol  and  Tezin  ;  and  all  the  local  chiefs,  with 
one  exception,  tnmed  oat  their  fighting  men,  and  thought  of  the 
slaaghter  of  our  army  in  the  terrible  defile  of  1842.  Padshah 
Shan,  in  his  villages  nearer  the  Shntargardan,  was  carried  away 
by  the  same  reasoning;  and,  with  cnstomary  treachery,  be 
hastooed  to  Cabal  to  fight  against  the  men  he  had  pledged 
himself  to  support.  His  contingent  was  more  needed  there  than 
that  of  the  chiefs  along  onr  line  of  oommonioationB,  who  had  a 
similar  mission  to  perform  to  that  so  sncoessMly  carried  oat 
nearly  forty  years  ago — to  block  all  oaUets  of  escape ;  and,  in 
addition,  to  drive  back  oar  reinforcements  to  Jellalabad.  In  the 
first  fiosh  of  soccesB  it  may  have  occarred  to  Mahomed  Jan  that 
he  was  destined  to  become  a  second  Akhbar  Khan,  and  that  a 
siege  of  Jellalabad  wonld  follow  the  annihilation  of  the  force  at 
Cabal.  To  carry  oat  the  programme  with  aaccesfl,  it  was  needfal 
that  all  posts  west  of  Jellalabad  shoald  be  swept  away ;  and  this 
work  he  entniBted  to  Asmatallah  Ehan,  of  Lngbman,  a  chief, 
perhaps,  more  powerfal  than  any  other  single  tribal  leader  in 
North-Eastem  Afghanistan.  Asmatallah  accepted  the  part 
assigned  to  him,  and  the  Laghmanis  were  soon  actively  at  work : 
the  telegraph  line  west  of  Goodamak  was  destroyed,  and  then,  in 
fall  confidence,  tiie  troops  at  Jngdnllack  were  attacked.  Bat 
thoa^  it  was  easy  enoagh  in  theory  to  lay  down  plans  on  the  old 
lines,  the  Laghmanis  foaad  that,  with  saperior  weapons,  oar 
soldiers  were  able  vrithont  difScnlty  to  hold  their  owa  against 
twentyfold  odds.  The  load  might  be  made  ansafe,  and  all  con- 
voys stopped ;  bnt  when  it  came  to  taming  oat  enemies  snngly 
entrenched,  and  armed  with  breech-loadera,  it  was  a  very  different 
story.  While  Mahomed  Jan  fondly  imagined  that  for  two  or  three 
moatbs  the  Ohilzais  wonld  hold  the  Passes,  and  check  the  move- 
ment of  a  relieving  force,  Asmatallah  Ehan  was  not  e^oal  to 
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keepiDg  bftck  the  Btream  of  men  wMcb  set  westvarda  from  Gun- 
damak,  and  coold  not  even  diBposBees  the  solitary  oatiTe  regiment 
which  held  Jngdallaek  when  the  small  brigade  nnder  General 
Charles  Ooagh  bad  started  for  Sherpnr.  The  GhiUais  of  Tezin 
had  also  fonnd  themaelves  non-plassed  by  the  abandonment  of  the 
old  rente  of  the  Ehnrd  Gabnl,  which  was  no  longer  followed  either 
to  or  from  Sherpnr.  Althongh  Haisiillah  Khan  and  every  local 
chief,  with  the  exception  of  Mahomed  Shah  Khan,  of  Hisatsk, 
were  in  arms,  their  tactics  were  so  faolty  that,  beyond  menacing 
Lnttabnsd,  they  did  nothing  to  harass  our  reinforcements.  Tho 
mere  fact  of  onr  being  able  to  hold  the  Lnttabnnd  Kotal  was  so 
strong  an  evidence  that  the  end  had  not  yet  oome,  that  they 
hesitated  to  occnpy  the  road  between  that  post  and  the  Jagdollock 
defile,  fearing  that  they  might  be  canght  between  two  fires. 
Then  was  demonstrated  the  full  valae  of  the  decision  arrived  at  by 
Sir  F.  Boberts — to  hold  Lnttabond  at  all  hazards  nntil  its  garrison 
could  be  picked  ap  by  the  column  moving  to  his  relief.  The  flash 
<A  the  heliograph  &om  Sherpnr  to  the  koiaX  where  Colonel  Hnd- 
Bon,  with  less  than  1,000  men,  was  watching  for  the  reinforce- 
ments from  oar  eastern  posts,  told  the  tribes  that  the  force  in 
Sherpnr,  though  beleagoered  by  an  army  larger  than  Cabol  had 
ever  seen,  was  still  linked  to  its  supports,  and  was  by  no  means 
in  the  straits  Mahomed  Jan  bad  promised.  Sitting  on  the  hills 
abont  Lnttabnnd,  the  Ghilzais  were  too  &int-hearted  to  attack  in 
earnest,  and  Mahomed  Jan  was  not  General  enough  to  detach  one- 
fifth  of  his  force  to  sweep  away  the  handfnl  of  men  forming  oar 
BoUtary  outpost.  Forty  Sikhs  of  the  28rd  Pioneers  were  enoagh 
to  scatter  the  bands  whioh  gathered  abont  Lnttaband ;  and  so 
little  did  the  followers  of  Maiznilah  Khan  prove  worthy  of  the 
troBt  confided  to  them  by  Mahomed  Jan,  that  from  Jagdolluek  to 
Bntkhak  scarcely  a  shot  was  fired  upon  General  Charles  Gongh's 
brigade.  Mahomed  Jan,  holding  Cabal  and  the  Bala  Hiasar  in 
his  grasp,  mast  have  felt  that  his  plans  were  falling  to  pieces 
when  the  Ghilzais  were  aneqnal  to  breaking  ap  the  force  passing 
throngh  their  midst ;  and  once  onr  reinforcemento  had  entered 
npon  the  Cabul  plain,  those  plans  ceased  to  exist.  In  desperation 
the  assault  npon  Sherpnr  was  decided  npon,  and  its  failure  was 
the  signal  for  the  collapse  of  \Ja»  jehad.    Twenty-four  hours  after 
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the  aigiial  light  hiKzed  ttpon  the  Bnmmit  of  the  Asmu  hill,  not 
1,000  men  of  tlie  50,000  who  had  held  Cabal  oonld  be  fonnd 
within  ten  miles  of  the  city. 

I  have  tried  to  explain  the  oonrse  of  action  taken  by  the 
Qhilzais  of  Lngbman  and  the  Passes,  as  they  have  always  been 
a  bugbear  when  an  advance  upon  Cabal  was  made  &om  Ghin- 
dam^.  It  has  been  dearly  proved  that  they  lack  organization, 
and  have  not  the  lesolate  oooiage  to  attack  entrenched  poai- 
tions  held  by  even  small  bodies  of  onr  men.  Asnatollah  Khan, 
it  is  true,  made  a  demonstration  against  Jngdnllack  on  the  29th 
of  December,  six  days  after  Mahomed  Jan's  flight ;  bat  he  was 
beaten  back  with  a  loss,  on  oor  side,  of  one  officer  (Lientenant 
Wright,  ll-9th  Battery),  and  a  native  gnnner  killed,  and  one  man 
of  the  Slst  Begiment  slightly  wonnded.  This  was  after  eight 
honrs*  fighting,  and  proves  how  paltry  a  force  Lnghman  oan  send 
oat.  Aa  this  was  probably  Asmatollah  Khan's  last  attempt  before 
withdrawing  to  Laghman  again,  I  will  give  Colonel  Norman's 
(24th  Fnnjab  Infantry)  accoont  of  the  afiair.  Writing  on  the 
evening  of  the  29th,  he  said : — "  At  10  a-u.  to-day  a  party  I 
had  sent  oat  to  reconnoitre  on  the  hills  to  the  Boath  was  attacked 
in  force  by  Asmatollah  Khan.  The  party  held  its  own  ontQ 
reinforced ;  bnt  ae  the  enemy  were  in  great  strength,  I  had  to 
send  OQt  nearly  all  my  men.  One  hnndred  and  sixty  of  the  29th 
were  on  the  kotaX,  and  holding  points  on  the  Pass  to  cover  the 
advance  of  the  46th  Sikhs,  then  marching  ap  to  join  me.  Aboat 
noon  I  received  a  telegram,  saying  that  three  companies  of  the 
Slst  Foot,  860  men  of  the  46th  Sikhs,  and  foar  gans  of  ll-9th 
Battery,  were  on  the  way  ap.  I  accordingly  waited  for  the  arrival 
of  these  troopu,  to  enable  me  to  act  more  vigoronsly ;  bnt  it  was 
4  p.if .  before  they  arrived,  and  before  this  I  had  driven  the  enemy 
back.  The  reinfbroementa,  directly  they  arrived,  took  ap  a  posi- 
tion in  prolongation  of  my  right,  to  enfilade  the  enemy.  Jnst  as 
ll-9th  Battery  came  into  action,  I  regret  to  say  that  Lieutenant 
Wright  was  killed  by  a  rifie-bollet.  The  enemy  had  completely 
retired  before  sonset.  The  practice  of  Anderson's  gons  (Hazara 
Moontain  Battery)  was  splendid.  Asmatnllah  Khan  has  most  of 
the  Laghman  ohiefia  with  him,  and  the  Governor  of  Jellalabad, 
Mahomed  Hasan  Khan."     Colonel  Norman  also  reported  that. 
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vith  Uie  force  at  bis  oommand,  he  oonld  not  hope  thoroaghly  to 
disperse  the  Loghmanis,  who  retired  from  one  niDge  of  hills  to 
another.  These  ore  the  asaal  tactics  of  Af^an  guerilla  war£ue, 
tlte  tribesmen  retaming  sa  soon  as  the  pnrsnit  is  over.  The 
panishment  of  Aematollah  Khan  will  be  directed  from  another 
quarter.  A  flying  column  from  Jellalabad  will  enter  his  country 
and  devastate  it,  dispersing  an;  force  he  may  attempt  to  keep 
together.  The  news  of  this  proposed  expedition  has  doabtless 
hastened  his  steps  back  to  hie  own  fertile  valley.  The  Ghilzaia 
Bonth  of  Jngdollnflk  will  also  be  visited  by  a  flying  oolomn  from 
Oimdamak,  which  will  penetrate  as  far  as  Hisarak,  and  pnnish 
MaizoUah  Khan  and  the  other  chiefs  who  joined  him.  Eaah  of 
these  colomns  will  be  made  np  of  1,500  infantry,  fonr  monntain 
gnns,  and  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  and  they  are  to  be  kept  always 
ready  to  move  oat  at  short  notice,  apart  from  the  regular  garrison 
of  Jellalabad  and  Ctondamak.* 

Another  prisoner  of  some  importance  has  been  deported  to 
India :  Daond  Shah,  the  ez-Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Amir'a 
army,  was  sent  down  the  line  a  few  days  ago.  His  honesty,  which 
fbr  a  long  time  many  of  119  believed  in,  seems  to  have  been  tried, 
and  fonnd  wanting.  The  story  that  a  letter  was  intercepted,  in- 
criminating him  in  the  rising,  is  imtrae ;  but  that  oommnnioationa 
of  some  kind  passed  between  him  and  the  hostile  chiefs  is  said  to 
have  been  pretty  oonclasively  established.  The  exact  relations 
between  him  and  Mahomed  Jan  may  never  be  known ;  bat  they 
wwe  probably  on  the  basis  that,  if  Daond  Shah  wonld  desert  the 
British,  a  high  command  shonld  be  his  nnder  the  new  Amir, 
Mosa  Jan.  His  military  experience  woald  also  have  been  in- 
valuable is  directing  sach  an  army  as  that  within  Cabnl,  and  his 
knowledge  of  oar  cantonment  and  its  weak  points  would  have 
made  him  a  leader  whom  the  tribesmen  would  have  confidently 
followed. 

The  Military  Commission  has  had  before  it  many  of  the  prisoners 
taken  after  December  28rd,  and  flve  men  condemned  to  death 
were  hanged  yesterday.  Foot  of  these  were  villagers  of  Baghwana, 
near  which  place  the  fonr  Horse  ArtUlery  guns  were   lost  on 

*  I  in»T  I>B^  ■tet^  ^<it  ^^'^  Qt^»  expedilioiii  wen  afterwvdj  curiad  ont,  and  their 
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Deeember  lltb.  Captain  Goiimesg,  of  the  72iid  Hi^ilanders, 
baa  taken  the  place  of  Major  Moifi;aa,  9th  Foot,  on  the  Canunis- 
sion,  which,  it  will  be  temembeied,  originally  oonsiated  at  Siah 
Song  Camp  of  General  Massy,  Major  Moriarty,  and  Captain 
Guimtess.    Tet;  few  prisoners  are  now  left  for  trial. 


CHAPTER  XXI. 


An  AmiieBtj  inoed — loBaeiMM  affeoting  tlu  Paople  dnrinj;  the  JAad — InritatiDn  to 
the  Chieti  to  Tisit  Sherpnr — Leaden  sxempted  from  Uie  AmneBtr — The  Haloontent 
Chieb  trt  Ghtoni — Dnrbar  of  Janiurj  Dth — Prindpal  Ohiefa  pcewnt — Fadihah  ' 
Khan — Addna  by  Sir  Prgderiek  Bobert*— Lojal  Cliie&  rewanted—Amiiiement* 
for  goTeming  Eohiitan — IGgimtioD  of  Hinda  Herohanti  to  India — BauoDB  foi  tbe 
Momnent — Hahomed  Jan'i  Flans — Fiopoeal  to  B«call  Taknb  Khan — Keaaoni  for 
■nsh  ft  Cauie  bmng  fanponble — ImproremaDt  in  the  InioUigenea  Department — 
Rewa  ot  Abdnr  "■'■■""  Khan — Additiraal  VortifitaUoni  abont  Oabul  and  Sherpor. 

7^  January,  1880. 
Ak  amnesty  has  been  issned  by  General  Boberts,  dated  December 
26th,  which  is  so  framed  that  it  should  cocvince  even  the  most 
sceptical  tribesmen  that  we  are  anzions  to  conciliate  tiiem  rather 
by  fair  dealing  than  by  force  of  arms.  Only  five  leaders  are 
exempted  &om  the  pardon  which  is  freely  ofiered  to  all  tribes  who 
will  send  in  their  representatives  to  our  cantonments.  The  losses 
which  the  Kohiatanis  and  other  clans  snffered  by  the  jehad  were  so 
heavy  that  the  pride  of  having  been  able  to  coop  np  the  British 
army  within  Sherpnr,  mnst  be  mixed  with  a  feeling  that  the 
temporary  victory  was  dearly  bonght,  and  that  to  repeat  it  woold 
involve  still  further  loss  of  life.  In  the  proclamation  it  is  assmned 
that  the  mass  of  ignorant  people  were  misled  by  the  represen- 
tation of  certain  "  seditioDS  men,"  and  rose  in  rebellion  against  as ; 
and  onr  pardon  ia  granted  on  the  further  assumption  that  this 
ignorance  was  generally  shared  in  by  the  coalition  of  tribes- 
men. This  is  a  very  lenient  view  to  take  of  what  was  really  an 
ontbont  of  religions  fanaticiBm,  in  which  even  chiefs  who  were 
friendly  to  ns  shared  ;  bat  it  is  a  stroke  of  policy  which  may,  for 
a  time  at  least,  win  over  to  as  most  of  the  leaders  of  the  tribw. 
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Before  carrying  fire  and  Bword  into  tbeir  villageB,  we  inTite  them 
to  oome  in  and  saj  what  it  is  they  really  want,  and  we  guarantee 
their  personal  safety,  even  tbongh  they  lately  stood  arrayed  against 
as.  This  is  not  the  nsnal  treatment  accorded  to  rebels ;  bnt  it  is 
felt,  perhaps,  that,  with  onr  half-hearted  declarations  of  policy 
regarding  Afghanistan,  it  would  be  unwise  to  ponish,  with  the 
seTerity  rebellion  merits,  the  people  who  have  given  ns  so  mnch 
trouble.  If  we  had  formally  annexed  the  coontty,  we  might  cer- 
tainly punish  with  death  men  who  rose  in  arms  against  onr 
aatbority;  bnt  all  we  have  done  is  to  declare  that,  at  some 
anknown  date,  we  shall  "  make  known  oar  will  as  to  the  future 
permanent  arrangements  to  be  made  for  the  good  government  of 
the  people."  Where  onr  arms  were  felt,  there  onr  aathority  was 
known  and  respected ;  bnt  in  the  districts  beyond,  out  power  was 
only  nominal.  To  refuse  to  obey  it  was  rebelUon  only  in  name, 
under  such  circumstanceB ;  and,  moreover,  the  abdication  of  the 
Amir  Yakub  Khan  was  looked  upon  by  his  late  subjeotB  as  rather 
compulsory  than  otherwise.  The  ignorant  people,  whom  we  are 
now  BO  ready  to  forgive,  argned  that,  if  the  abdication  ww  Tolan> 
tary,  a  sncceBSor  would  instantly  have  been  placed  on  the  throne ; 
whereas  time  had  gone  by,  and  nothing  had  been  done  to  show 
that  our  military  occupation  of  the  capital  and  the  districts  between 
Cabul  and  Pe^wnr  was  not  to  be  permanent.  An  appeal  to 
tbeir  loyalty  to  the  Barakzai  dynasty,  and  a  farther  appeal  to  their 
hatred  of  Eafire,  were  quite  enough  to  call  Uiem  to  arms ;  and 
they  believed  themselves  strong  enough  either  to  drive  ns  pell-mell 
from  Cabal,  or  to  impose  terms  of  their  own  making.  They  did 
not  succeed  in  either ;  and  if  we  followed  their  own  savage  custom, 
we  should  kill  every  man  we  could  lay  hands  upon  who  had  joined 
in  the  attack  upon  our  army.  But,  instead  of  these  bloodthirsty 
reprisals,  the  tribesmen  find  pursning  them  messengers  bearing 
offers  of  pardon  if  they  will  merely  visit  Sherpur  and  make  their 
obeiBaooe  to  the  British  General.  They  are  not  asked  to  submit 
to  any  conditions ;  their  safety  is  assured  ;  and  all  that  is  reqaired 
of  them  is  that  they  will  frankly  say  what  their  opinions  are  upon 
the  present  state  of  Afghan  politics,  and  what  suggestions  Uiey 
have  to  make  to  guide  us  in  dealing  with  the  people.  Some  of  the 
tribal  chiefs  are  either  in  Sherpur,  or  on  their  way  thither ;  and 
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w«  ahall  soon  hare  an  opportunity  of  bearing  what  their  wiBhes — ■ 
if  the;  have  any — really  ate.  But,  whatever  riewa  are  pat  for- 
ward, and  whatever  points  may  be  yielded  by  men  who  are  in  their 
hearts  most  hostile  to  ns,  it  wiU  not  be  enongh  to  take  shallow 
promises  as  tmstworthy  in  the  fdtore.  With  all  the  conning 
astateness  of  A^faans,  the  tribal  leaders  will  come  in  and  will  try 
to  oatwit  na,  as  they  have  always  tried  before.  If  we  accept  their 
promises,  and  leave  them  to  be  carried  ont  by  tbemselves,  they 
may  be  looked  npon  as  a  dead-letter.  Bather  would  it  be  better 
to  listen  to  all  that  they  have  to  orge  in  favour  of  a  new  order  of 
things :  Eobistanis,  Wardaks,  Logaris,  Gbilzais  of  all  aectiona 
giving  their  views  freely ;  and  then  to  dismiss  them  to  Uieir  homes, 
warning  them  that  tliey  most  test  peacefully  nntil  the  will  of  the 
British  Oovemment  is  made  known  to  them.  Let  a  fixed  date  be 
declared  on  which  that  wilX  shall  be  pnblioly  proclaimed ;  and 
whether  the  decision  is  that  Afghanistan  is  to  be  annexed,  to  be 
split  ap  into  provinces,  or  left  to  fall  to  pieces  by  iotemal  disorder 
E^r  oar  return  to  India,  let  it  be  clearly  nnderstood  that,  so  long 
as  a  British  General  remains  at  Cabnl,  his  orders  are  the  law  that 
is  alone  to  be  regarded.  These  orders,  also,  most  be  enforced, 
when  necessary,  by  our  soldiers,  and  Bomething  more  mttst  be  done 
than  sending  some  sirdar,  alone  and  unprotected,  into  tribal 
districts,  to  carry  out  our  wishes.  The  only  fear  is  that  the 
amnesty  may  be  looked  npon  as  a  sign  of  weakness  on  oar  part, 
meaning  that  we  dread  another  uprising ;  bat  if,  along  with  our 
philanthropic  forgiveness,  we  mix  the  leaven  of  military  prepara- 
tions on  a  large  scale,  the  eyes  of  the  people  will  be  opened  to 
oar  real  resources  and  (he  power  we  have  at  hand  to  crash  rebel- 
lion. It  mast  never  occur  to  us  again  to  be  shot  up  in  Sherpur 
for  nine  days ;  sach  investments  are  fatal  to  oar  prestige,  both 
here  and  elsewhere.  The  memorandum  of  a  Military  Secretary  in 
India,  who  can  seek  to  reassure  the  coontry  by  the  absurd  state- 
ment that  2,600  men  can  garrison  a  cantonment  with  over  four 
miles  of  walls  and  trenches  to  man,  must  not  be  allowed  to  weigh 
against  the  ngly  bets  we  have  had  to  foce.  With  more  than  6,000 
men  available  for  duty,  the  work  was  so  terrible  and  severe,  the 
constant  watch  by  day  and  ni^t  so  trying,  that  over  800  sick  and 
woasded  are  now  in  onr '  hospitals.    With  these  6,000  we  coald 
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repulse  aesaolta,  bat  coald  not  moTe  ontaide  to  give  battle  to  the 
enemy  who  flaunted  their  Btandards  on  Siah  Sang  Hei^te,  and 
planted  others  within  250  yards  of  oar  bastions.  Never  was 
there  a  case  in  which  the  motto  "  fore-warned  is  fore-armed  "  was 
more  applicable  than  now :  oar  warning  has  been  a  rode  one,  and 
has  cost  us  many  liTee ;  bnt  it  has  done  this  serrioe — that  it  has 
shown  OB  how  to  gnard  against  another  saoh  Bbo<^  Ten  thoaeand 
men  in  Sherpnr  aUd  the  Bala  Hisaar  can  laagh  at  even  50,000 
tribesmen ;  for,  with  sach  a  force  at  oar  disposal,  we  coald  always 
spare  8,000  or  4,000  infantry  to  fight  beyond  the  walls ;  and  oar 
past  experience  has  shown  that  we  have  nothing  to  fear  with 
brigades  of  this  strength.  It  is  only  when  we  invite  attack  by 
weakness  that  handa-M  of  onr  men  are  overwhelmed  by  sheer 
weight  of  nambers.  If  we  are  to  oontinae  in  the  coantry,  and 
operations  are  to  be  extended  in  the  spring  to  Q-hasni,  Charikar,  or 
Balkh,  not  less  than  10,000  men  ehoald  be  garrisoned  in  and  aboat 
Cabnl  by  the  end  of  March.  Oar  power  now  extends  jast  as  far 
aa  onr  riflea  can  shoot ;  for  we  can  no  more  rely  upon  the  fidelity 
of  chiefs  who  come  into  Sherpnr,  than  Maonaghten  oonld  apos 
the  promises  of  Aklibar  Khan.  Every  man's  hand  wonld  be 
against  ns  if  we  again  were  encompassed  aboat  in  these  canton- 
ments. 

Id  the  meantime,  the  proclamation  of  an  amnesty  has  broaght 
in  most  of  the  Sohistani  chiefe  (even  those  of  Istalif  and  Cha- 
rikar),  and  the  nearer  Paghmui  maikks.  The  latter  were  friendly 
enongh  to  as  before  December  14th ;  bat  aver  that  they  were 
forced  to  join  Mahomed  Jan,  who  threatened  to  harry  their  vil- 
lages if  they  refused  to  tarn  oat  their  armed  men.  The  Kohis- 
tanis  have  seen  Mir  Batcha'a  villages  and  forts  destroyed  within  a 
week  from  the  diapersion  of  the  investing  force ;  and,  troe  to 
their  old  policy,  they  have  come  in  and  are  as  peaceable  m  when 
first  they  were  entertained  on  Siah  Sang,  Padshah  Ehan  has 
snddenly  grown  very  anxiona  to  be  on  good  terms  with  as  again, 
and  his  son  and  ancle  are  already  here.  He  himself  will  shortly 
pat  in  an  appearance,  and  his  explanations  will  be  intereating  to 
listen  to.  He  forfeited  the  sabsidy  promised  to  him  for  the  aid 
he  gave  as,  on  oar  march  from  Ali  Kheyl,  by  his  tribe  aharing  in 
the  attack  apon  the  Sbutargardan ;  and  he  is  astute  enoagh  to 
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know  that  now  he  has  no  olfiim  upon  oar  consideration.  Wlten 
General  Boberts  has  interviewed  the  chiefe  of  the  TuioaB  seotions, 
he  will  be  able  to  comprehend,  in  its  true  light,  the  reason  of  the 
late  jehad,  and  what  it  is  that  the  tribal  leaders  require.  Upon 
this  he  may  make  his  oalonlationB  for  a  fatore  campaigD  if  they 
again  prefer  an  appeal  to  arms  to  a  peaceiiil  anderstandiDg.  It 
miiHt  not  be  forgotten  that  the  five  men  exempted  &om  the 
amneBt;  are  still  at  large,  and  are  supposed  to  be  planning  a 
revival  of  the  jehad ;  and  donbtless  eveiy  chief  who  now  comes  in 
and  accepts  the  pardon  offiwed  to  him  will  make  a  mental  reserva- 
tion to  be  guided  by  the  coarse  of  events  at  Ghazni  as  well  as  at 
Gabnl.  The  five  leaders  are  Mahomed  Jan ;  Mnshk-i-Alam,  of 
Charkh ;  Mir  Bntcha,  the  Kohistani  chief,  now  said  to  be  at 
Charikar ;  Samander  Khan,  of  Logar ;  and  Tahir  Khan,  son  of 
Mahomed  Sharif  Khan,  the  sirdar  kept  as  s  prisoner  at  Dehra 
Ban.  Tahir' £han  was  for  a  long  time  in  onr  camp  with  his 
brother,  Hashim  Eban,  and  was  generally  snpposed  to  be  a  harm- 
leea  youngster.  As  he  was  instmment&l  in  carrying  ofT  Mnsa 
Jan,  and  is  active  in  keeping  aUve  the  iying  jehad  at  Ghazni,  he 
has  suddenly  become  a  personage  important  enough  to  be  severely 
pnnished  if  he  is  caught.  Mi^omed  Jan  is  all-powerfnl  among 
the  Wardak  men,  the  most  restless  and  impetnons  clan  near 
CaboL  He  wonld  have  been  their  chief  apon  the  death  of  his 
father,  but  that  he  was  a  General  in  the  Amir's  service,  and 
could  not  fnlfil  both  dnties.  His  brother  was  elected  chief,  bnt 
has  since  died,  and  the  Wardaks  look  npon  Mahomed  Jan  as  their 
leader.  The  malcontents  at  Ghazni  have  also  been  joined  by  the 
ex-Governor  of  Jellalabad.  This  man,  Mahomed  Hasan  Khan, 
finding  hie  friend,  Asmatnllah  Khan,  with  his  Lnghmanis,  was 
coming  to  grief  at  Jngdollnck,  doubted  him,  and,  following  by- 
paths throngh  the  hills  north  of  Lattabond,  reached  Deh-i-Sabz  in 
aaCety.  He  thought  the  9afie  too  weak  to  stay  with,  and  passed 
thence  through  the  Koh-Daman  over  the  Surkh  Kotal  nntU  he 
gained  the  Ghf^ni  Soad  below  Argandeh.  Onoe  on  the  southern 
road,  be  was  safe ;  and  by  this  time  he  is  probably  aiding  Mahomed 
Jan  to  get  together  a  new  army. 
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df/i  Ja/Koa/ry. 

The  polity  of  oonoiliation  which  we  have  so  magnanimonsly 
adopted  after  Uie  iiieffeotiial  attempt  of  the  tribesmen  to  drive  ns 
from  our  oantonmentB  has  been  declared  in  open  Darbar  to-day, 
to  Bome  200  Sirdars,  Chiefs,  and  maUka.  The  effect  of  the 
amnesty^  iasoed  on  December  26th,  has  been  in  the  main  bo 
BOOoeBBfol,  that  many  Eobistanis,  Logans,  and  Qhilzais  have 
come  into  Sherpor  and  made  their  peace  with  Sir  F.  Roberta — 
temporarily  it  may  be,  for  bnt  little  reliance  is  to  be  placed  upon 
the  promiseB  of  A^hans ;  bnt  still  openly,  and  with  no  seeming 
reservation.  What  their  coarse  of  behavionr  may  be  hereafter,  in 
case  the  Ghazni  malcontents  are  able  to  raise  a  second  jehad  of 
importance,  we  cannot  tell ;  bat  they  have  been  given  clearly  to 
understand  that  onr  forbearance  does  not  arise  &om  any  fear  of 
OUT  own  strength  to  cmsh  them,  bnt  simply  becanse  we  desire 
rather  to  live  on  peaceable  terms  with  the  people,  than  to  be  con* 
tinnally  harrying  them  for  their  misdeeds.  It  is  almost  too  mnoh 
to  ask  any  tribesman  to  refrain  from  joining  in  a  movement  which 
promises  him  plenty  of  bloodshed  and  nnlimited  loot ;  but  by  first 
thrashing  him  and  then  treating  him  with  generons  forgiveness, 
we  may  convince  him  that  it  is  more  to  his  interest  to  be  on 
friendly  terms  with  as  than  to  risk  his  life  and  property  by  setting 
onr  arms  at  defiance.  The  Dnrbar  to..day  was  held  chiefly  for  the 
purpose  of  presenting  snch  of  the  Eohistani  chiefs  as  had  remained 
friendly  to  ns  with  sabstantial  rewards,  and  of  declaring  to  the 
others  what  onr  present  policy  is  likely  to  be.  The  Logari  and 
Ghilzai  chie&  had  also  a  chance  of  observing  how  we  reward  out 
friends,  and  of  being  assnted  that  an  offer  of  pardon  to  snch  as 
have  chosen  to  accept  it,  was  not  an  emp^  promise,  merely  to 
entice  them  into  Sherpor. 

A  large  tent  was  pitched  near  head-qnarters,  and  in  this  were 
assembled  the  chiefs  who  were  to  make  their  salaam  to  General 
Roberta.  They  were  marshalled  in  due  order  by  Mahomed  Hyat 
Ehan,  Assistant  Political  Officer,  and  knelt  down  in  the  &shion  in 
vogne  among  Orientals  when  serions  basinesa  has  to  be  gone 
throngh.  A  little  sqnare  was  left  vacant  in  the  middle  of  the 
tent,  and  in  this  stood  fbnr  of  the  72nd  Highlanders  with  fixed 
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bayonets,  the  only  sentries  among  the  cloaely-packed  Siidais  and 
•malikt,  many  of  whom  were  fighting  against  oar  troops  bnt  a  few 
days  ago.  Sir  F.  Roberts  entered,  when  all  had  been  duly 
arranged,  and  the  kneeling  figures  rose  as  with  one  accord,  and 
made  obeisance  with  that  coorteoas  hamility  which  seems  to 
convey  bo  mnch,  and  yet,  in  reality,  means  so  little.  There  was 
no  parade  of  any  kind  in  the  Dnrbar :  General  Boberts  was 
attended  only  by  an  Aide-de-Camp,  Captain  Garew,  and  Major 
Hastings,  Chief  Political  Officer.  His  native  orderlies  were  of 
conrse  at  band  in  case  of  a  fanatic  appearing.  The  salaaming 
having  come  to  an  end,  General  Boberts  seated  himself  to  receive 
the  Sirdars  as  they  were  presented  separately  by  Mahomed  Hyat 
Khan.  Sirdar  Wali  Mahomed  Khan  was  placed  on  the  General's 
left  hand,  and  from  time  to  time  explained  the  statas  and  charac- 
teristics of  the  more  notable  Chiefs.  In  addition  to  Wali  Mahomed 
there  were  many  other  members  of  the  Barakzai  family  present, 
the  chief  of  whom  were  Sirdars  Ibrahim  Khan  (brother  of  Shere 
AH),  Ahmed  Ali  Jan,  Mahomed  Hashim  Khan,  Abdnlla  Kban, 
and  Mahomed  Ynsnf  Khan.  One  by  one  the  Chiefs  were  pre- 
sented,  and  the  formal  ceremony  of  the  Darbar  proceeded.  Many 
of  the  Sirdars,  and  even  some  of  the  tribal  chiefs,  so  far  con- 
formed to  English  custom  as  to  shake  hands  with  the  General. 
It  was  a  pictaresqae  scene ;  the  dense  mass  of  kneeling  fignres, 
clad  in  richly-colonred  chogax,  or  with  long-flowing  garments 
shaped  like  the  old  Roman  toga.  The  wild  and,  in  many  cases, 
handsome  faces  of  the  tribal  leaders  lighted  np  with  interest  and 
expectation  as  their  fellows  stepped  out  and  bowed  meekly  before 
the  representative  of  that  British  Government  they  had  lately 
fooght  against.  One  incident  was  the  presentation  of  Padshah 
Khan  to  General  Boberts.  As  his  name  was  called  ont,  there  was 
something  like  a  titter  all  ronnd — for  even  Afghans  have  a  sense 
of  hamoor,  and  they  could  not  help  appreciating  the  shamefaeed- 
ness  of  this  Ohilzai  chief,  who,  after  aiding  the  British  to  reach 
Cabal,  had  striven  to  drive  them  oat,  and  had  then  accepted  the 
forgiveness  so  ftreely  ofiered.  Padshah  Khan  camo  forward  in  his 
asaal  cringing  way,  and  on  bis  sonbamt  cheeks  jost  a  tinge  of  colour 
monnted,  the  nearest  approach  to  a  blnsh  that  he  coald  raise. 
Even  General  Boberts  joined  in  the  general  smile  which  spread 
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from  &ce  to  face  at  Hie  erident  diecomfort  of  the  Chief;  while  the 
latter,  recoTering  hia  self-posaesBion,  went  back  to  his  place  Bmiling 
also,  as  if  a  great  weight  had  been  lifted  &om  hia  mind.  He 
mnst  wonder  at  oar  generosity,  and,  perhaps,  be  donbtfal  as  to 
how  fiar  it  ms;  estond,  in  the  fntnre ;  bnt,  bo  far,  he  is  grateful 
for  onr  forbearanee,  as  his  villages  hare  not  shared  the  &te  of  those 
of  Mir  Bntcha.  The  Logari  and  Ghilisai  Chiefs  having  salaamed, 
there  were  presented  ^  mame  some  thirty-four  Jagri  and  Besnd 
Haeara  Chiefe  and  malikt.  These  men  have  remained  true  to 
their  promises ;  and  as  their  ooontry  bounds  Ghazni  on  the  west, 
and  also  marches  with  the  Wardak  districts,  they  are  likely  to  be 
useful  aUies.  Being  of  the  Shiah  sect  of  Mahomedans,  they  have 
nothin'g  in  oommon  wiUi  the  Afghan  Snnis,  and  we  shall  be  able 
to  employ  them  in  hartuslng  Mahomed  Jan's  army  if  that  leader 
'  collects  a  force  at  Q-hazni.  With  a  colnmn  marching  np  &om 
Candahar,  and  our  own  army  moving  down  the  Ohazni  Bead  from 
Cabnl,  the  insnrgents  would  be  held  in  check  westwards  by  the 
Hazaras,  and  their  only  road  for  retreat  wonld  be  eastwards 
towards  Ehost  and  the  Shutargardan  districts.  Saftar  Ali  Ehan, 
head  of  the  Jagri  Hazaras,  was  anable  to  attend  owing  to  siok- 
neSB ;  bnt  his  son,  Ahmed  Ali  Khan,  was  present  to  receive  the 
baadsome  \shiUuii  bestowed  upon  his  father  and  himself.  The 
presentationB  being  over.  Sir  Frederick  Boberts  read  the  following 
address  to  the  Kohistanis,  which  was  translated  into  Persian  by 
Mahomed  Hyat'Khan : — 

"  SlIDlU  un   Mii.r»«^ 

"I  un  Teiy  gUd  to  >M  tlul  m  nuu;  of  the  KoliiiUii  umliia  h&re  taken  ftdnu- 
t*g«  of  tilt  mmnMtj  pabluhed  oa  the  2eth  of  Deeamber  lut,  uid  hare  oome  to  Cabol 
to  pa7  their  reipeote  to  tbe  Britwii  QoTonunent,  end  to  eipre«  their  regrsts  for  h&Tiim 
t»ken  kpart  in  the  recent  diitorbucei.  ItnutUwt  thon  iKaUia  vhomitill  balding 
aloo^  wilt  follow  the  good  eximple  that  hu  been  nt  them,  and  will  mmd  make  their 
»pp«*nuM  *(  Oabtd.  I  told  jod,  when  f oa  fi«it«d  me  in  mj  canp  at  Siah  Snug,  after 
the  MrlTkl  of  the  Britieh  troopg  at  Cabal,  that  (he  Biituh  QoTenimeDt  had  itothiDg  bnt 
S0«d«ill  toward!  the  people  at  Afghauiatan  ;  ttiat  it  ii  their  dedre  to  raapect  toot 
liT*^  TOOT  pnpertf,  aod  fonr  religion,  and  to  motert  no  one  who  woald  lira  at  peaoa 
with  them.  Ton  hare  had  ample  proof  of  tbe  tanth  of  what  I  told  jon.  At  the  iaeti- 
^tioa  of  ill-Kdriaed  nun  jon  came  from  Tour  homes  In  Eohictao  to  attack  the  Britieh 
taoopi  at  Bheipiir.  All  that  Ton  nioeeeded  in  didng  wae  to  plonder  jonr  own  eouitij- 
men  who  lire  in  the  dt;  of  Cabnl.  Ton  did  the  British  troope  bnt  little  injuj,  and  In 
a  few  d^e  foa  were  beaten  off,  and  had  to  letnm  to  jonr  homee  with  the  1dm  of  WTersI 
handred  killed  and  wonnded.     Yon  brought  thia  pauiahBeiit  open  TonnelTaa,  and  matt 
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not  bluDB  tha  Britiih  Qovemmant.  Wlut  ^t  9tnr«Tiuii«nt  did  mi  to  offer  ■  pudim 
to  ftll  who  would  Dame  in—except  (ka  malik  who,  it  ia  baliared,  wu  iLe  mua  owue  of 
jour  being  led  utraj-  It  mi  neoeBmrj  ha  aliaald  be  pnniahed  ;  Imt,  in  doing  mi,  «T«rj 
ou«  TH  t>kaa  thkt  no  ana  elaa  ihonld  anffcr  lojotj,  Tha  Britiah  tnopa  manhad 
tfarongh  JODT  oonnti7  m  fkr  m  B«b«  Kooli  Ear,  tnating  joo  ftll  u  friaoda,  and  pajing 
libentllj  tor  enrrtliisg  in  tfaa  shape  of  food  uid  forage  yon  were  &ble,  or  villing,  to 
proTida.  I  hope  the  tnaon  will  not  be  loat  upon  yon,  kad  thiit  jon  will  not  miinnder- 
atand  tbe  generoaitj  and  forbaunoM  with  whleh  jos  have  been  treated.  It  ia  a  gi«*t 
pleaaora  to  me  to  find  that  aa  nun;  of  the  more  intelligaiit  Md  vell-iufonned  of  the 
people  of  Afghanirtan  took  no  part  in  the  reoeiit  digCiubancei.  First  and  foramoat  I 
woDld  Duna  Biidara  Vali  Mahomed  Khan,  Ibrahim  Khan,  Hiahim  Ehan,  Abdnll* 
Khan,  Ifahomed  Tonf  Ehan,  Hibomed  £arim  Ehan,  fihahbai  Eban,  Ahmed  Ali  Jaa, 
HabooMd  arvnr  Ehan,  Ataullah  Ehan,  Anitoollah  Khan,  Eabibnlla  Ehan  (the  Mnatanfi), 
HaUk  Hamid  Ehan,  and  Ehan  Hahomed  Etian.  Then  aeTonil  ol  yoar  own  ehiefa 
remained  with  me  thron^ont.  OenenU  ?aii  Mahomed  Ehan,  the  aon  of  Naik  Aminnlla 
Ehan,  of  Logar,  the  family  of  the  HnitanS  Sirdar  Habibnlla  Ehao,  of  Wardak,  the 
Kislbaahea,  and  manj  other  influential  men  in  the  «i^  of  Oabol  refrained  from  joining 
the  dtitnrbera  of  peaee  and  order ;  and  I  am  glad  to  hate  thi*  opportonitj  of  thaakinf 
them  on  the  part  of  the  Biitiah  Qovemment  for  the  good  lerrioe  thej  thereby  performed. 
I  am  now  about  to  gire  lAiUu/i  to  thoae  Eofaiitanig  who  remained  at  Sherpnr  with  me  ; 
after  whi^  jaa  are  at  libo^  to  retnni  to  jonr  homaa.  I  am  lending  back  with  jon  to 
Eohiatan  Sirdar  Shalibai  Eluun,  whom  jon  have  yonraelTea  aaked  tor  aa  foor  QoTemoT. 
He  will  (ettle  jonr  diapntei.  and  preaerre  order  in  the  oonntry.  Alio  that  I  may  be 
fully  informed  by  yonnelTM  of  all  that  panei,  and  of  all  that  yon  may  wigh  to  repie- 
■eut  bereatler,  I  inrite  yon  to  aelect  certain  of  yont  notnbcr  who  will  remain  here  and 
not  aa  a  medinm  of  oommiiniBatdoa  between  ni.  They  will  be  treated  with  cotuidera- 
tion,  and  will  hate  free  aooeaa  to  me.  The  rest  of  yoa  may  retom  to  yoor  homes,  and 
for  your  own  lake  remember  all  that  hai  paawd." 


Sir  Frederick  BobeitB  then  presented  the  khUluts,  which  con- 
eiated  of  handBome  chogat  and  a  certain  oamher  'of  mpees,  to  the 
Chiefs  who  had  remained  with  as,  or  faithfully  kept  their  promises. 
Those  who  had  merely  come  in  answer  to  the  amnesty  were,  of 
conrsfl,  not  rewarded.  Besides  the  Sirdars  mentioned  in  the 
speech,  who  were  rewarded  for  their  loyalty  to  the  British  Goverii- 
ment,  there  were  eleven  Eohistsni  Chiefs,  twehe  Logans  (includ- 
ing Faiz  Mahomed  Khan,  of  Ali  Masjid  eelebrity),  and  thiriy-foar 
Jagri  and  Besnd  Hazara  Ehans  and  maUkt.  With  the  distribution 
of  hhilluU  the  Durbar  closed,  and  the  Cbiefe  were  free  to  depart. 

In  the  meantime,  our  indecision  has  re-acted  upon  a  section  of 
the  citizens  of  Gabul,  who  dread  another  occupation  by  tribesmen. 
The  Hindu  merchants  are  beginning  to  move  out  with  their 
families  and  goods,  and  are  taking  the  road  to  Fesbawur.  I  have 
had  many  chances  of  learning  their  feeling  &om  one  of  their 
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number,  an  intelligent  bunker,  well  Tersed  in  local  politics.  His 
explanation  of  the  migration  is  that  the  Hindns  trnsted  in  the 
British,  and  looked  to  them  for  protection — ^whicb  was  promised. 
Bat  when  the  rising  took  place,  the  British  had  enongh  to  do  to 
hold  Sherpnr,  and  consequently  they  were  left  at  the  mercy  of  the 
rabble  abont  Mahomed  Jan.  They  will  not  risk  a  second  oeoapa- 
tion,  being  coQTintod  that  it  will  take  place,  as  we  have  not 
really  received  any  considerable  reinforcements.  "  Besides," 
they  add,  "  no  man  can  say  what  yoD  wiU  do  next,  whether  yoa 
will  go  back  to  India,  or  oocopy  Cabal  for  ever.  We  have  waited 
for  yon  to  say  what  is  to  happen,  and  nothing  has  come  of  it 
except  loss  to  onraelves,  and  inaolt  to  oar  women.  We  will  still 
wait,  but  this  time  in  Peshawar,  where  we  shall  be  safe.  If  the 
Sirkar  takes  over  Cabal,  then  we  will  retnm."  And  so  they  are 
taking  their  departure,  and  Cabal  is  losing  many  of  its  best 
citizens ;  indnstrioas,  peace-loving  men,  whom  we  cannot  easily 
replace.  It  is  a  comment  open  onr  "  waiting-npon-Providence  " 
policy  which  is  not  at  all  pleasant.  Besides,  if  these  Hindas 
carry  to  India  the  idea  that  we  cannot  protect  them  in  Cabal,  and 
spread  this  report  thronghoat  Hindastan,  the  effect  npon  the 
minds  of  oar  own  subjects  cast  of  the  Indns  may  be  very  serioas. 
Prestige  is  snch  a  delicate  plant  ia  Eastern  soil,  that  it  shoald  be 
carefally  gaarded.  Our  military  preparations  in  and  abont  Cabal 
— the  bnilding  of  strong  stone  towers  on  the  Bala  Hissar  Heights 
and  the  Aemai  hill,  the  catting  of  militai;  roads  to  the  Cabal 
gorge,  the  re-occapatioa  of  the  Bala  Hisaar,  the  clearing  of  the 
country  abont  Sherpar  of  forts  aad  walls — do  not  convey  much  to 
these  Hiadas.  "  Yoa  waat  more  men  if  yoa  are  to  hold  Cabal, 
and  keep  out  yoar  enemy.  What  are  10,000  to  50,000  ?  There 
most  be  20,000  here  to  guard  Sherpar  and  the  city."  They  are 
men  of  peace,  and  their  criticism  of  military  mattors  is  weak ;  bat 
they  shjewdly  enough  ask  if,  after  sickness  and  woondB,  our  fight* 
ing  men  ore  more  nnmeroas  now  than  two  months  ago.  It  may 
be  a  small  matter,  after  all,  that  these  torror-stricken  Hindas 
turn  their  faces  eastwards ;  bat  it  shoald  be  remembered  that,  all 
through  the  troublons  times  of  the  Darani  dynasty,  their  fore- 
fathers, and  they  themselves,  have  remained  in  Cabnl,  and  they 
are  only  leaving  the  city  now,  because  they  do  not  believe  in  the 


D,g,t7„lb,.GOOgIC 


Message  from  Mahomed  yan.  293 

power  of  the  British  to  hold  it  against  another  aimy  of  60,000 
Afghans. 

Oar  news  from  Ghozni  still  shows  that  there  is  energy  left  in 
Mahomed  Jan,  and  that  he  has  held  his  own  against  the  Jogri  and 
Beand  Hazaras,  who  have  tried  to  drive  him  &om  the  neighbonrhood. 
His  latest  plan  to  collect  a  new  army  is  very  ingenioas.  He  has 
placed  Mnea  Jan  solemnly  before  his  followers,  and  made  the 
child  repeat  after  him  on  oath  npon  the  Koran,  by  which  all  tme 
Mahomedans  who  join  in  another  attack  npon  Sherpnr  shall  be 
exempt  from  taxation  for  three  years.  The  bait  is  a  tempting  one 
to  indigent  tribesmen ;  hot  some  of  the  more  wary  may  refnse  the 
offer,  as  they  mnst  see  how  unlikely  it  is  that  onr  army  will  ever 
be  expelled  by  force. 

There  is  not  mnch  cantonment  news.  The  force  has  just  ex- 
perienced a  heavy  loss  in  the  death,  from  pneumonia,  of  Dr.  Porter, 
principal  medical  officer  of  the  division.  Dr.  Porter  was  so  nni- 
versal  a  favoante,  both  with  his  own  medical  officers  and  with 
every  soldier  in  the  Cabal  army  of  occnpation,  that  his  loss  is  a 
matter  of  personal  sorrow  to  all  of  us.  His  high  professional 
abihty  gave  bim  a  prominent  place  in  the  first  rank  of  army 
surgeons. 

17f/i  January. 
The  malcontents  at  Obasni  have  at  last  given  as  an  idea  of  the 
terms  to  which  they  would  be  willing  to  agree:  these  being 
nothing  short  of  the  recall  of  Yaknb  Ebon,  and  his  replacement 
on  the  throne.  It  is  difficult,  in  the  present  state  of  affairs,  to 
gain  accurate  news  from  Gbazni,  but  from  letters  which  have 
been  received,  it  would  seem  that  a  secret  council  of  chiefs  was 
held  at  that  place  a  few  days  ago,  and  it  was  decided  to  send  Sir 
Frederick  Roberts  a  kind  of  diplomatic  message.  The  purport 
of  this  message  was  that  Mahomed  Jan  and  his  adherents  would 
fight  to  the  end  unless  the  ex-Amir  was  instantly  sent  back 
from  India,  and  once  more  given  charge  of  Afghanistan  as 
supreme  ruler.  Young  Tabir  Khan  is  the  originator  of  this  new 
scheme,  but  it  is  uncertain  how  far  it  is  shared  in  by  Mushk-i- 
Alam.  It  is  pretty  certain  that  the  latter  was  sorely  displeased 
by  his  j>Aa<2  being  perverted  into  a  raid  upon  the  city  of  Cabal; 
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aiui  OD  this  point  he  qaarrelled  with  Mahomed  Jan,  even  before 
tlie  iiiTestmeiit  of  Sherpar  was  at  an  end.  TMb  qaarrel  was  parti; 
instrnmental  in  causing  the  rapid  diBpersion  of  tbe  tribal  gather- 
ing; factions  being  formed,  and  discassion  rnnning  rer;  high. 
The  more  fanatical  sided  with  the  mooUak  ,■  while  Uie  disorderly 
element  sapported  Mahomed  Jan.  The  letter  conTeying  the 
decision  of  the  Ghazni  coQnoil  has  dnly  reached  ns,  and  we  are 
rather  amnsed  at  the  coolness  of  the  proposal.  The  remoral  of 
Yaknb  Khan  is  in  the  eyes  of  many  people  a  very  inadequate 
punishment  for  his  culpable  weakness  in  allowing  an  Envoy  to  he 
slaughtered,  and  we  shonld  be  stoltifying  onrselTes  if  we  were 
even  seriously  to  think  of  "giving  him  another  chance."  If  he 
were  a  strong  and  capable  mler,  able  to  carry  oat  the  terms  of  an 
alliance  with  ns ;  a  leader  who  had  been  captured  in  opposing  our 
armies,  and  had  been  deposed  after  defeat,  there  might  then  enter 
-  into  our  oolcolatiions  such  a  possibili^  as  making  him  Amir  once 
more.  In  the  old  war  we  so  &t  saorifioed  our  pride  as  to  send 
back  Dost  Mahomed  \a  Cahul  after  he  had  been  deported  to  India ; 
but  Dost  Mahomed  was  a  ruler  worthy  of  respect,  and  a  soldier 
who  could  keep  his  unruly  subjects  fairly  well  in  hand.  One  can 
almost  imagine  that  a  few  &natics  are  hugging  the  belief  that,  aa 
the  Dost  was  reinstated,  so  will  Yakub  Khan  be  again  placed  in 
power;  but  such  a  consummation  can  never  occur.  It  is  doubtful 
whether  Mashk-i-Alam  has  accepted  the  decision  of  the  conncil. 
Our  first  information  was  to  the  effect  that  the  arch-titooUoA  had 
gone  to  Ghazni  and  harangued  a  large  meeting  of  the  malcontents ; 
bat  it  has  since  been  reported  that  he  was  not  present  at  the  con- 
Boltation.  Mahomed  Jan's  moTements,  too,  are  difficult  to  follow. 
One  day  he  is  said  to  be  among  his  kinsmen  at  Wardak ;  the  next 
that  he  is  stirring  up  the  Zurmnt  people  east  of  Ohazni ;  and 
then  come  all  sorts  of  absurd  mmoars  about  his  being  on  the  way 
to  Eohistan  to  see  what  Mir  Batoha  is  doing. 

Our  intelligence  department  is  growing  at  last  to  be  something 
more  than  a  name.  Before  the  events  of  the  11th  and  28rd 
December,  the  only  reports  that  were  received  as  trustworthy  were 
those  given  by  paid  spies  and  followers  of  the  sirdars — followers 
who  are,  as  a  rule,  of  the  purest  type  of  ruffianism.  One  always 
looks  upon  a  sirdar  as  a  past-master  in  the  art  of  deoeption,  who 
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would  sacrifice  the  Britiah  at  any  momeut  if  be  could  So  bo  with 
impunity ;  and  the  hangers-on  of  these  chiefs  are  not  a  whit  better 
th&n  their  masters.  The  action  of  the  Ilth  in  the  Chardeh  Yalle; 
proved  to  demonstration  that  no  tmst  could  be  placed  in  the 
reports  given  by  the  sirdars :  there  were  found  to  be  10,000  or 
15,000  men  within  ten  miles  of  Sherpnr,  whereas  we  had  only 
heard  of  5,000  being  at  Argandeh,  Now  there  has  been  estab- 
lished  a  regular  system  of  patrols,  and  a  certain  nnmber  of 
Eizilbash  horsemen  are  stationed  at  Tsrious  points  on  the  Argandeh 
Kotal,  Snrlth  Eotal,  the  Eohistan  Boad  nortbwat^s  over  the  Paen 
Minar  Eotal,  and  about  Charasia.  They  are  under  the  command 
of  one  responsible  native  leader  in  Sherpor,  who  again  is  directly 
controlled  by  Iiientenant-Golonel  Lookhart,  the  Qnartermaster- 
Oeneral  of  the  division.  As  these  horsemen  are  paid,  not  by 
resolts,  bat  for  regular  service  on  patrol  work,  they  are  likely  to 
be  more  tmstworUiy  than  the  highly-paid  spies  hitherto  employed. 
If  the  system  could  he  a  little  more  extended  on  the  lines  I  have 
before  pointed  out  in  previous  letters — viz.,  regular  establishment 
— it  might  be  a  great  aid  to  ns  in  the  gneiilla  war&re  we  are 


Important  news  has  been  received  that  Abdnr  Rahman  Khan 
has  left  Tashkend,  and  is  now  probably  in  Torkistan.  If  his 
residence  among  the  BnssianB  has  not  thoronghly  converted  him 
to  their  views,  he  might  be  a  nsefiil  man  for  ns  to  take  np.  He  is 
ambitions,  and,  if  we  can  tmst  Mr.  Sohnyler'a  estimate  of  him, 
has  some  ability  which  might  now  be  turned  to  good  nse.  What 
his  influence  would  be  now  in  the  country  after  so  many  years  of 
absence  we  cannot  tell ;  but  to-day,  in  mentioning  his  name  to  an 
old  Cabnli,  and  saying  that  he  was  possibly  already  in  TarkLstan, 
my  listener's  face  lifted  up  with  pleasure,  and  he  eagerly  asked  if 
he  would  return  to  Gabul.  There  are  so  many  possibilities  to  be 
weighed  in  calculating  the  chances  of  settling  a&irs  here  on  a 
fairly  safe  basis,  that  Abdur  Rahman's  cUims  may  come  to  be 
considered.  Unless,  as  I  have  said,  be  has  been  Russianised,  he 
might  fall  in  with  our  views,  aud,  at  least  as  a  provincial  governor, 
be  trusted  with  authority. 

In  the  meantime  we  are  making  preparations  to  hold  Cabal  as 
veil  as  Sberpur  in  case  of  an  attempted  repetition  of  the  events  of 
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December  11th  to  23rd.  General  disrles  Googh's  brigade  in  the 
Bala  Hissar  is  bnsy  at  work,  cntting  a  broad  road  from  the  Shah 
Sbehr  Gate  (that  facing  Siah  Sang)  to  the  gate  orerlooldng  the 
oity  near  CbaDdanl.  The  broken  places  in  the  walla  have  been 
bnilt  np,  and  improvementB  made  by  the  Engineers,  bo  as  to  give 
Bhelter  to  the  garrison  if  an  attack  were  attempted  from  the  city. 
The  Sherderwaza  Heights  immediatol;  above  die  Bala  Hissar  are 
also  to  be  held  in  fntnre  by  one  battalion  (say  600  or  600  men), 
stationed  in  three  strong  towers,  now  in  coarse  of  oonstmction. 
The  first  and  strongest  of  these  is  on  the  spnr  above  the  Arsenal ; 
a  steep  point  completely  commanding  the  Upper  Bala  Hissar 
already  being  crowned  with  strong  walls,  the  basement  of  tbe 
tower.  The  crest  of  the  Sherderwaza  Heights  already  boasts  of  a 
strong  wall,  part  of  the  Afghan  fortifications  ;  and  this  position  is 
naturally  so  strong,  the  hillside  sloping  down  almost  perpen- 
dicolarly  towards  Cbardeh  Valley,  that  with  the  two  towers  now 
being  bnilt  it  could  defy  assaolt  &om  any  force  destitnte  of  artillery. 
The  ridge  running  down  westwards  to  the  Cabnl  gorge  woald  also 
be  held  if  an  enemy  menaced  the  city,  and  on  the  Amai  Heighto 
on  the  northern  side  a  strong  fort  is  to  be  bailt.  The  military 
roads  converging  npon  Debmazong  from  Sherpnr  cantonments 
anito  in  Deh-i-Afghan  and  pass  by  the  foot  of  the  Asmai  hill, 
whence  they  are  to  be  continued  in  one  broad  road  nntil  the  main 
Bamian  Boad  tbrongh  Cbardeh  Yalley  is  gained.  The  towers 
above  mentioned  are  to  be  provisioned  and  watered,  always,  for 
ten  days,  and  are  to  contain  small-arm  ammunition  equal  to  the 
requirements  of  a  battaUon  for  that  period,  calculated  on  the  basia 
of  serious  fighting.  A  road  broad  enough  for  guns  will  also  be 
made  about  Cabnl  itself  from  I>eh-i>Af^an  to  the  Bala  Hissar, 
in  addition  to  a  circular  road  about  Sherpur  cantonments.  Another 
road  is  to  be  cut  from  Bemaru  village  to  the  Siah  Sung  Heighto, 
with  a  bridge  spanning  the  Cabnl  river ;  and  yet  another  from  the 
67th  Gatoway  (near  the  sontb-eastom  bastion)  direct  to  the  Bala 
Hissar,  this  also  crossing  tbe  river  by  a  new  pile  bridge.  These 
two  roads  will  ensnre  commnnication  between  Sherpur  and  the 
fortress  without  our  troops  having  to  pass  near  the  city  walls ; 
and  will  give  ns  altotnative  bridges  over  the  Cabul,  whereas  we 
formerly  had  only  one  bridge,  that  on  tbe  city  road  &om  Sherpnr. 
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With  regard  to  the  cantonment  itaelf,  the  clear  space  for  1,000 
yards  aboat  the  walls  is  already  partly  made,  althoagh  the  dkhri* 
of  forts  and  villi^;eB  destroyed  requires  much  IcTelling  before  it 
can  be  said  that  all  corer  has  been  swept  away.  The  blocks  of 
solid  mad  and  the  loose  rubbish  could  be  utilized  by  skirmishers 
advaneing  to  attack,  and  until  this  accumulation  of  mius  has  been 
thorou^y  levelled,  our  lifle-fire  wUl  not  have  a  fair  chance.  On 
the  eastern  point  of  the  Bemam  Heights  a  rery  strong  tower  is 
now  being  rapidly  built,  and  the  hill  abont  it  is  to  be  scarped  for 
ten  yards,  eo  that  to  assault  it  from  outside  cantonments  would  be 
impoBsible.  At  the  north'west  comer,  below  the  western  end  of 
Bemaru  Heights,  the  line  of  trenches  with  their  parapet  of  gun- 
carriage  wheels  (described  in  one  of  my  letters  writteD  during  the 
siege)  will  also  be  strengthened  by  a  broad  and  deep  wet  ditch. 
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Woundad  in  Action — Confident  in  the  Snrgeon'a  Skill — LlCe  in  Sherpor — Preedom 
af  Critioiuu  upon  Cnrnnt  Event*— Tlic  Sherpor  Clnb— AmuMments  of  the  Garriaon 
—The  Pint  IleMie— The  Flnrom  <A  Skating  and  Sliding— A  Bnow  Kght  on 
Bsmant  Heigliti — "  How  thej  Live  in  Cabal " — Zenwuk  Iiif» — FreTsleucie  of  In- 
trigue*—Shopping — A  Cabnl  laterior — A  Ladj'i  DieGt—Cabnli  Children — Charactai 
of  the  Citiien*  ot  Cabal— The  Sirdar— Ambidon  and  SaDaoalitr — A  Sicdtr'a 
Hoan — The  Bitw    ot   BoqutiJit; — Tho  Cabnl   Trader — Bii  Uanner  of  doiag 


22nd  Jwmofry,  1880. 
Aa  there  seems  to  be  an  impression  gaining  ground,  at  least  in 
England,  that  oar  army  of  occupation  have  adopted  the  Itnasian 
plan  of  settling  a  country — the  institution  of  a  Reign  of  Terror — 
it  may  be  worth  while  to  describe  fully  the  means  which  we  have 
taken  for  drawing  the  people  towards  us.  After  the  capture  of 
Cabnl  in  October,  it  was  found  that  there  was  a  vast  amount  of 
disease  and  suffering  among  the  poorer  inhabitants  of  the  city, 
and  that  native  auigety  never  aUempted  to  cope  with  these,  except 
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in  the  rndeBt  Tr&y.  With  the  benevolenca  which  genenll;  chanc- 
temeB  our  commanders  in  the  field.  Sir  F.  Boberts  ordered  b 
charitahle  diBpeaaaiy  and  hospital  to  be  opened  in  Cabal ;  and 
Dr.  Owen,  Staff  So^eon,  was  plaoed  in  charge  of  the  institation. 
The  Eotwal's  house,  vacant  by  reason  of  tJie  execution  of  that 
offidal  for  complicity  in  the  Massacre,  was  turned  into  a  hospital, 
and  work  was  b^gnn  at  onoe.  The  rooms  were  cleaned  and  put 
in  order,  wards  for  men  and  women  arranged,  the  tottering  walls 
shaken  by  earthquakes  made  safe  and  aonnd,  and  then  patients 
were  invited  to  attend.  On  November  21st,  Dr.  Owen  was  first 
"  consulted,"  twelve  wretched  beings,  suffering  from  various  ail- 
ments, coming  to  him  for  treatment.  They  were  carefully  treated, 
and  although,  on  account  of  the  scardty  of  English  drngs  in 
camp,  no  elaborate  prescriptions  could  be  made  up,  the  best 
bazaar  medicines  were  freely  given.  The  news  of  the  Sircar's 
latest  eccentricity  soon  began  to  spread  thronghout  Gabul,  and  for 
several  days  the  place  was  visited  by  little  crowds  of  persons,  who 
were  either  sick,  or  had  sick  friends  who  needed  treatment.  With 
the  suspicion  always  at  work  in  Afghan  minds,  that  every  act  of 
the  stranger  has  some  obscure  tendency  to  harm  them,  the  citizens 
were  full  of  mistmst.  They  oonld  not  appreciate  the  generosity 
of  their  conquerors,  and  argned  that  it  was  absurd  to  suppose  that 
men  who  bad  come  to  destroy  Cabul  would  sink  their  ideas  of 
vengeance,  and,  instead  of  taking  life,  would  save  life  and  make  it 
worth  living.  Gradaally  their  ideas  changed ;  they  believed  in  the 
didnterestednefls  of  the  English  }wktem  (who,  by  the  way,  ms 
more  than  once  mistaken  for  Sir  Looifl  Cavagnari,  risen  to  life 
again,  Dr.  Owen  slightly  resembling  our  dead  Envoy).  Tha 
namber  of  patients  increased  ;  but,  with  customary  jealousy,  no 
women  were  permitted  to  seek  relief :  there  might  be  a  plot  to 
invade  the  sanctity  of  the  Afghan  household.  But  attentions  of 
this  sort  were  not  thmst  upon  the  citizens,  and  some  women  also 
were  found  waiting  at  the  hospital  doors.  A  room  was  set  apart 
for  them  in  which  they  could  wait  without  fear  of  being  molested ; 
a  middle-aged  woman,  a  Cabuli,  acted  as  matron,  and  re-assured 
them,  when  their  fears  overcame  their  desire  to  be  made  whole. 

By  the  11th  of  December  the  daily  attendance  had  risen.to  118, 
of  whom  folly  two-thirds  were  women,  and  Dr.  Owen's  serricea 
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were  songht  after  by  well-to-do  citizens,  in  whose  ; 
rick  wivea  or  favoarite  coocabinee  pining  ander  mysterionB  oilmentB. 
Just  when  attendances  were  daily  growing  more  nnmerons,  came 
the  rush  of  Mahomed  Jan's  host  npon  Cabal.  The  oi^  was 
occapied,  and  in  the  Btapid  madness  whieh  prompted  the  ghazis 
to  destroy  all  marks  of  our  oocapation,  the  dispensary  was  looted 
and  partly  wrecked.  Fortunately,  the  few  oases  of  inBtrnments, 
which  Dr.  Owen  had  to  leave  behind,  were  taken  away  by  one  of 
the  attendants  and  buried  in  a  neighbouring  house.  But  the 
bottles  of  medicines  still  on  the  shelves  were  broken ;  chairs, 
tables,  and  partitions  smashed  to  pieces ;  and  even  doors  and 
windows  palled  ont.  This  was  in  the  outer  courtyard  of  the  late 
Kotwal's  house ;  the  rooms  gronped  about  the  inner  yard  were  not 
much  interfered  with,  as  they  bore  bat  few  signs  of  the  stranger's 
hand.  When,  on  Christmas  Day,  Dr.  Owen  once  more  visited  the 
place,  nothing  but  empty  rooms  greeted  him,  and  these  so  filthy, 
that  they  conld  soaroely  be  entered.  However,  tiiose  in  the  outer 
coartyard  were  soon  cleaned,  and  on  the  following  morning 
patients  were  again  found  waiting  at  the  doors.  There  were  only 
eighteen  on  that  particular  day ;  but  as  peaceful'  times  were  more 
assured,  the  list  soon  grew  to  its  old  proportions ;  and  yesterday, 
when  I  visited  the  hospital,  there  were  207  patients  on  the  books. 
The  disease  most  prevalent  in  Cabal  is  ophthalmia,  caused  by  dirt 
and  exposure ;  while  cataract  and  other  serious  affeotions  of  the 
eye  are  also  only  too  common.  The  type  is  veiy  mach  the  same 
as  that  found  in  Egypt ;  and  partial,  or  complete,  Uindness  from 
n^lect  follows  ahuost  as  a  matter  of  course.  Luckily  for  the 
Gabulis;  Dr.  Owen  is  a  skilled  oculist,  and  already  his  operations 
are  bruited  about  the  city  as  marvels  that  cannot  be  easily  under- 
stood by  the  people. 

My  visit  yesterday  was  made  with  Dr.  Owen  a  little  before  noon; 
a  sharp  walk  from  cantonments,  past  the  ruins  of  the  forts  of 
Bfahomed  Sharif  and  Mahomed  Ehan  and  over  the  Cabal  river, 
bringing  as  in  a  qoartar  of  an  hoar  to  the  western  skirts  of  the 
eity,  not  &r  from  the  Bala  Hissar.  Throogh  a  narrow,  vrinding 
lane,  so  filthy  and  maddy  that  a  Cologne  slam  could  not  com- 
pare with  it,  and  then  into  the  Char  Chowk  Basaar,  just  where 
it  tapers  off  towards  the  Peshawar  Gate  :  along  this  tor  a  few 
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yards,  and  over  a  doorway  on  the  riglit,  a  wooden  board  oatchea 
the  eye,  with  the  words  "  Charitable  Dispeaaaiy,"  painted  upon  it, 
with  the  Persian  translation  below.  As  we  passed  through  the 
doorway  into  an  open  comiyard,  where  thirty  or  forty  wretched 
poshteen-clad  men  were  squatting  under  a  mde  Teiandah,  a 
Ghoorka  gnard  of  four  men  stood  to  attention  on  the  Bonny  side 
of  the  yard.  The  squatting  figures  rose  up  and  made  their  salaam 
abjectly,  as  poverty  ever  does ;  they  were  the  poorest  of  the  poor 
— Hazara  coohes,  Mahomedan  beggars,  lepers,  the  blind,  the  halt, 
the  maimed — all  whom  wretchedness  and  disease  have  cast  out  as 
a  hideous  fringe  upon  healthfiU  life.  Apart  from  the  general 
crowd  were  solitary  men,  whose  appearance  showed  them  to  belong 
to  the  shopkeeping  class — an  influential  section  in  the  bnsy  life 
of  Cabal.  Two  or  three  women,  veiled  from  head  to  foot,  te- 
BembUng  nothing  so  much  as  Sisters  of  Charity,  followed  us  in, 
and,  with  faces  carefully  covered  by  their  yaiivtMkt,  passed  quickly 
into  a  closed  room,  tlie  door  of  which  opening  for  an  instant 
showed  other  white-robed  figures  grouped  together.  There  are 
three  rooms  on  the  right  of  the  courtyard — a  small  one,  in  which 
stores  are  kept  and  an  attendant  lives  ;  a  second,  which  serves  as 
dispensary,  surgery,  and  consulting-room ;  and  a  third,  the  sen&na, 
the  room  in  which  the  women  wait  in  quiet  seclusion.  Around 
the  inner  yard,  which  is  reached  by  an  open  passage,  are  the 
wards  proper  of  the  hospital,  wherein  snrgical  cases,  or  those 
involving  nursing  and  supervision,  are  treated.  The  rooms  are 
warm  and  comfortable,  and  the  terraced  roof  is  well  adapted  for 
convalescent  patients,  who  can  "  aun  "  themselves  in  comfort, 
that  process  which  does  so  much  to  restore  strength  after  a  weary 
illness.  A  room  on  the  roof  is  being  fitted  up  for  operations,  as 
it  is  light  and  airy,  and  the  operator  will  not  be  hable  to  be  dis- 
turbed by  the  curious  crowd  which  often  collects  now  in  the  outer 
courtyard.  Among  the  in-patients  the  most  noticeable  was  a  man 
suffering  from  severe  bullet-wound  in  the  leg.  He  had  been  shot 
by  us  during  the  investment  of  Sherpur,  and  now,  to  his  sorprise, 
found  himself  being  treated  kindly,  and  cured  of  a  wound  that,  if 
untended,  would  have  caused  his  death.  He  seemed  voy  grateful 
for  the  attention  paid  to  him :  to  be  given  comfortable  qnarters, 
food,  and  a  skilful  surgeon  by  the  Sircar  against  whom  he  had 
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foagbt,  was  so  unexpected,  that  hiB  mind  bad  not  quite  grasped 
the  whole  idea.  No  doubt,  in  time,  be  will  see  that  it  was  dose 
with  no  more  evil  intent  than  to  prove  that  we  bear  no  malice,  and 
are  only  anxions  to  conciliate  the  people.  Other  wounded  men 
have  also  been  treated,  and  notice  has  been  sent  rotuid  to  all  the 
Tillages  abont  that  anyone  enfTering  fktm  harts  received  in  the 
fighting  will  be  admitted  freely  into  the  hospital,  and,  when  onred, 
will  be  allowed  to  depart  without  molestation.  Oar  "  Reign  of 
Terror  '*  mnst  surely  be  of  the  mildest  when  our  benevolence 
plays  BO  chief  a  part  in  oar  policy. 

After  seeing  the  wards  in  which  the  patients  were  lying  covered 
with  blankets,  and  with  their  feet  tbrnst  towards  the  middle  of 
the  room  where  was  placed  a  wooden  frame  guarding  a  pan  of  live 
charcoal,  the  beat  &om  which  is  retained  by  thick,  wadded  quilts 
placed  over  the  frame,  we  retnmed  to  the  dispensary  where  the 
'"ont  patients"  are  dealt  with.  Place  aux  dames:  the  women 
were  first  treated,  two  native  doctors  (one  a  Gabnli  educated  in  the 
Punjab)  taking  their  tickets  and  dispensing  medicine,  while  Dr. 
Owen  rapidly  examined  them.  There  were  many  eye-cases, 
ophthalmia  being  most  frequent,  and  the  eagerness  with  which 
the  women  pressed  forwsrd  showed  theb  faith  in  their  newly- 
fonnd  friend.  They  were  nearly  all  old,  wrinkled,  and  hideous ; 
bat  their  veils  were  as  carefully  drawn  until  they  were  face  to  foce 
with  the  surgeon,  as  if  they  had  been  still  yoathfut  and  attractive. 
Two  or  three  children  were  also  brought.  One  bright-eyed  little 
fellow,  with  a  fractured  arm,  which  bad  been  set  a  few  days  before, 
crying  out  with  pain  until  it  was  found  that  the  sling  in  which  the 
limb  was  carried  had  been  carelessly  tied  by  bis  helpless  mother, 
who  bad  not  understood  the  instraetions  given  to  her.  In  a  few 
minutes  all  was  set  right  again,  and  the  brave  little  man  bore  the 
pain  vrithout  a  marmnr.  When  the  worst  cases  had  been  seen, 
Dr,  Owen  went  ont  to  visit  one  or  two  patients  in  the  city,  lesving 
the  native  doctors  to  deal  with  such  trifiing  ailments  as  were 
sought  to  be  relieved.  Medicines  are  given  gratuitously ;  and 
though  patients  vrith  diseases  of  years'  standing  expect  to  be 
cared  in  a  few  days,  everything  done  to  relieve  their  suffering  is 
gratefully  accepted,  and  belief  in  the  hakeem's  skill  is  a  cardinal 
article  of  faith  among  all  of  tbem,  as  only  one  death  has  occurred 
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Bince  the  hospital  was  opened.  Dr.  Owen  is  now  &eel;  admitted 
eren  to  hoases  where  Afghan  ezolnBiTeneaB  is  most  severe,  and 
thns  imperceptibly  an  influence  is  being  gained  over  the  minds  of 
the  people  which  cannot  fail  to  do  great  good.  The  jealousy  of 
Mabomedans  where  their  women  are  concerned  is  qnite  disarmed 
when  they  see  how  entirely  devoted  the  English  sorgeon  is  to  his 
profession,  and  how  little  it  affects  him  whether  his  patients  are 
street  beggars,  in  the  lowest  depths  of  miseiy,  or  ladies  of  the 
zma/na.,  smroonded  with  every  comfort. 

I  have  described  one  phase  of  oar  mle  in  Cabal,  and  it  vrill  be 
seen  from  it  whether  oar  policy,  however  defective  it  may  be  in  ita 
indistinct  ontlinra  and  indefinite  aims,  deserves  the  title  of 
"  Russian."  When  wounded  ghazis  are  in  oor  "  charitaUe 
hospital,"  our  vengeance  must  surely  be  of  the  most  harmless  kind. 
We  have  troubled  waters  enough  in  Afghanistan,  bat  we  have  also 
our  pool  of  Siloam. 


I  give  here  two  articles  written  a  few  weeks  later,  descriptive  of 
oar  life  in  Sherpnr,  and  also  of  native  life  in  Cabal : — 

"How  WE  LrvB  IN  Sherpur." 
We  are  a  self-contained  colony  here,  and  a  self-possessed  one, 
too,  for  the  matter  of  that,  hot  we  are  by  no  means  self-satisfied. 
Every  man  among  ns  believes  that  if  his  advice  had  only  been 
asked,  the  Afghan  difficulty  wonld  have  been  settled  monUis  ago, 
and  we  should  now  be  enjoying  the  delights  of  ^loogh  in  England, 
or  revelling  in  the  fascinating  gaieties  of  the  cold  season  is  the 
plains.  A  Briton  without  his  grumble  wonld  be  unworthy  of  his 
country,  and  so  we  growl  and  swear  against  the  Powers  that  be, 
and  ask  why,  in  the  name  of  all  that's  wicked,  the  wire-pnUers  in 
India  and  England  do  not  make  up  their  minds  to  settle  the 
matter.  We  are  so  eonseions  of  oor  own  unrecognized  powers  as 
pohticians  and  diplomats,  that  we  laugh  to  scorn  the  idea  that 
afiairs  cannot  be  pat  on  a  footing  that  wonld  satisfy  even  the 
stannchest  believers  in  a  scientific  frontier.  The  army  in  the  old 
days  was  merely  a  machine  which,  once  set  in  motion  by  the  hand 
of  a  minister,  gronnd  oat  its  life  for  years  and  years,  without  aoy- 
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thing  more  tbos  ui  occasional  groan  when  its  wheels  were  not 
properly  lubricated.  Bat,  now,  things  are  changed :  ever;  soldier 
is  not  only  a  fighting  machine,  hot  a  thinking  machine,  digesting 
romoors  and  theories  with  marrellotiB  voracity,  and  reprodacing 
patched  and  piebald  opinions  of  his  own,  which  will  intrade 
themaehes  into  prominence.  There  can  be  in  onr  ranks  no ' '  mate, 
inf^orioos  "  Wellingtone — or  Wolseleys  (for,  in  the  eyes  of  many 
porhlind  people,  the  terms  are  synonymoas) ;  an  officer  can  now 
throngh  many  channels  criticize  and  smash  np  the  strategy  of  a  cam- 
paign, and  calmly  sit  npon  the  heads  of  his  seniors  while  his  com- 
rades applaad  most  heartily.  Even  the  private  soldier  in  the  ranks 
knows  fnll  well  that  if  he  only  pnlls  the  long  bow  sofQciently  in  a 
letter  home,  some  sympathizing  party  jooraal  will  accept  his  view 
of  the  sitoatioD,  and  apon  it  draw  with  no  onoertain  hand  the 
ontlines  of  a  new  policy.  If  the  flood  of  criticism,  which  is  now 
Barging  about  Sherpar  coald  only  be  collected  in  one  stream,  and  be 
poured  upon  the  devoted  heads  of  the  clever  politicians  who  hold 
our  deetinies  in  their  hands,  these  gentlemen  woold  never  stand 
high  and  dry  again  ;  they  woald  be  overwhelmed  once  and  for  all. 
A  shower-bath  braces  the  system ;  a  waterspout  drowns  all  apon 
whom  it  falls  ;  and  if  there  were  not  a  feeling  that  oar  blundering 
along  here,  without  a  guiding  Hght  to  show  General  and  soldier 
what  to  do,  were  now  coming  to  an  end,  snch  a  phenomenon  as  a 
waterspout  might  arise  in  Sherpot.  Bat  I  have  before  sketdied 
this  phase  of  an  esistence  here :  if  I  said  "  life,"  my  own  might 
be  endangered  by  the  indignant  army  of  Philistines,  who  only 
"  exist ;  "  and  it  is  useless  to  revive  the  cry  of  "  Loot,  Love,  and 
Liberty,"  for  not  one  of  these  blessings  is  forthcoming. 

And  yet  from  day  to  day  we  continue  our  being,  and  the  days 
are  not  so  long  as  at  first  sight  might  be  supposed.  We  have  one 
panacea  for  all  the  evils  with  which  we  believe  ourselves  beset :  we 
make  the  best  of  everything.  Given  the  fine,  bright  weather 
which  delighted  us  only  a  few  days  ago,  and  Gymkhana  meets, 
pony  matches,  polo  and  d(^-hunting  delight  our  hearts  and 
strengthen  our  digestions.  Given  a  snow-fall  and  a  rapid  thaw, 
when  the  ground  underfoot  is  merely  a  qaagmire :  oar  rooms  and 
mess-honeee,  snug  and  warm,  seem  to  ilivite  us  to  a  quiet  rubber 
or  an  eameat  stady  of  books  and  papers.    And  then  there  is  oar 
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Club ;  it  is  an  accompIiBhad  fact,  and,  what  is  more,  is  an 
"  inetitatioQ."  It  was  conceived  in  the  calm  which  preceded  the 
stirring  events  of  December  11th  to  24tb,  bat  its  birth  came  not 
nntil  a  fortnight  ago.  It  is  not  of  the  imposing  kind  that  was 
first  intended,  bnt  still  it  saffices  for  all  our  waotB,  and  is  made  a 
rendezToas  by  all  who  care  for  some  other  society  than  the 
fitmiliars  of  their  own  messes.  From  Bemara  Tilli^e,  where  the 
Goides  are  encamped,  and  the  choice  spirits  of  the  Transport 
Department  hold  high  revel  occaeionally  on  that  spot  sacred  to  the 
memory  of  that  foolish  virgin  who  died  bi^-niaru  (without  hns- 
band) — from  Bemara  to  the  quarters  in  the  western  wall  is 
nearly  two  miles ;  and  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  friends  at 
either  end  of  cantonments  saw  little  of  each  other  when  there  was 
no  gathering-point.  One  might  pay  a  visit  and,  after  tramping 
throngh  slnsh  and  snow,  find  one's  friend  absent.  To  accept  an 
invitation  to  dinner  meant  braving  pitfalls  and  waterconrses  in 
the  darkness,  or  helplessly  wandering  about  in  the  darkness 
on  the  return  journey,  ancertain  in  what  direction  one's  home 
lay.  Bab  now  the  Club  is  a  recognized  centre,  about  which, 
in  the  evening,  when  work  is  over  and  dinner  not  yet  on 
the  table,  many  of  us  gather.  The  excuse  is  a  "  nip  "  before 
dinner ;  the  reason  our  sociable  instincts.  A  witty  Frenchman 
has  said  : — "  Wherever  three  or  four  Englishmen  are  congregated, 
V(A\h  un  duh!  "  It  is  so :  there  is  nothing  to  be  ashamed  of  in 
our  love  of  companionship.  And  onr  Clab  has  the  charm  of 
novelty,  both  in  situation  and  design.  It  is  the  first  established 
under  the  shadow  of  the  Hinda  Rush,  on  historic  ground  ;  and 
its  architecture  is  a  mixture  of  the  nomadic  and  Public  Works 
styles.  We  pitched  a  large  tent :  we  were  nomads ;  we  took 
down  the  canvas  side-walls,  and  bailt  in  their  place  walls  of  mud 
and  bricks,  pierced  with  windows  and  doors,  and  with  chimneys 
springing  out  above  the  canvas  roof.  The  structare  was  com- 
plete. From  nomads  we  became  clabmen.  Coald  civilization 
farther  go  ?  And  here  wo  meet  and  exchange  views  upon  things  in 
general  and  Afghanistan  in  particular,  subaltern  and  Colonel 
shouldering  each  other  in  true  club  style,  the  mixed  crowd  being 
flavoured  generally  with  a  Brigadier  or  two,  while  the  darhngs  of 
the  Staff  air  their  gold-lace  in  a  more  congenial  atmoBphere  than 
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their  Btn%  qnarterB,  which  are  office,  dining,  and  sleeping  rooms 
all  in  one.  GertaiDly  onr  Clah  is  a  snccesB. 
/  In  the  shape  of  indoor  amnBements,  Christ;  minetrel  bands 
are  springing  np,  and  one  theatre  has  already  had  a  short 
season — three  nights.  The  72nd  Highlanders  hare  rigged  np  in 
the  ditch  near  their  quarters  a  niimher  of  poll  resting  against  the 
stout  mad  wall,  and  in  this  a  first-olf^s  stage  has  been  bnilt  with 
act-drop,  scenery,  footlights,  and  all  complete.  On  the  opening 
night  the  5t;h  Ghoorkas,  old  friends  of  ^e  72iid,  felt  that  their 
patronage  was  indispensable ;  and  when  two  tittle  "  Ghoorkas  " 
struggled  into  the  pit  and  tried  to  peep  over  the  heads  of  the 
crowd,  a  dozen  eager  hands  hoisted  them  shonlder-higb,  and  amid 
great  applsase  they  were  carried  to  the  front  and  placed  in  the 
first  row.  Here  they  smiled  their  thanks  as  only  Ghoorkas  can 
smile — from  ear  to  ear — and  when  the  onrtain  rose,  they  watched 
the  performance  critically  and  with  nnbonnded  satisfaction. 

The  severe  weather  that  has  declared  itself  during  the  last  few 
days  has  added  new  sonrces  of  amusement.  A  week  ago  the 
owners  of  skates  were  disgusted  with  the  non-appearance  of  hard 
frost ;  now  skating  goes  on  nearly  all  day  long,  and  the  science  of 
sliding  is  also  being  cultivated.  Europeans  and  natives  alike  in- 
dalge  in  a  "  slide ;  "  and  to  see  half  a  dozen  Gnides  contentedly 
canning  croppers  on  the  ice,  and  rising  t^ain  with  immense  satis- 
faction, only  to  sit  suddenly  down  the  moment  afterwards,  would 
make  Timour  himself  smile  benignantly.  Once  on  Uie  slide, 
every  man  seems  but  a  child  of  larger  growth,  and  right  gleefully 
the  game  is  kept  up  nntU  tired  nature  gives  in,  and  various  points 
of  our  bodies  remind  the  most  hardy  that  bmises  are  painfol  when 
excitement  dies  out.  With  the  fi^l  of  snow  on  Monday  came  a 
battle-royal,  which  will  always  lire  in  the  annals  of  out  occupation. 
To  tell  the  story  with  due  solemnity :  at  noon  word  was  brought 
to  the  72nd  Highlanders  that  the  enemy  (the  67Ui  Foot  and 
92nd  Gordon  Highlanders)  had  occupied  the  strong  fort  on  the 
eastern  end  of  the  Bemam  Heights.  Without  delay  Uie  regiment 
fell  in  500  strong,  and,  reinforced  by  the  9th  Lancers  and  some 
artillerymen,  marched  with  banners  flying  and  drums  beating  to 
the  attack.  (The  banners  were  those  lately  captured  on  the 
Takht<i<Shab  Peak  and  the  Asoiai  Heights ;  the  drams  were  various 
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cookiDg-pota.)  On  nearing  the  enemy's  position,  the  attacking 
force  was  joined  by  a  detachment  of  the  6th  Ghoorkas  under  their 
British  officers ;  skirmishera  were  thrown  ont,  and  the  bugle 
sonnded  the  assanlt.  The  storming  party  were  headed  by  the 
Btandard-bearers,  the  cry  of  "  Ghazis  to  the  front ! "  being 
answered  by  a  rash  of  these  reckless  men  ap  the  hillside.  They 
were  met  by  snch  s  terrific  fire,  the  air  being  darkened  by 
snowballs,  thai  the  assault  seemed  hopeless.  Bat,  amid  the 
din,  the  ciy  of  their  leader,  "  Ghazis  to  the  front  1 "  rang  ont — 

"  Ho  I  aiuiii  to  tha  front  I    Ho  [  Qhuts  beu-  the  brunt 
Of  the  battle  waged  on  tmwj  Bomun  ! 
Let  not  tha  itinging  hill  jour  Gerj  heuta  appal, 
Bnt  linri  the  KaGn  dom  I    AlUh-ha  I " 

The  despatch  says : — 

"  A  desperate  resistanoe  was  made,  bat  a  bngler  with  the  72nd 
sacceeded  by  a  rtue  in  taming  the  fortones  of  the  day.  He  crept 
ronnd  in  the  enemy's  rear  and  sounded  the  regimental  call  of 
the  92nd]  followed  by  the  '  cease  fire '  and  '  retreat ; '  the  92iLd 
fell  back  and  the  attacking  party  carried  the  position.  Many 
priaoners  were  taken  and  the  nsoal  atrocities  committed — one 
gallant  Highlander  baring  three  men  sitting  on  his  chest  at  once ; 
while  others,  eqoally  gallant,  were  buried  ahre  in  the  snow.  The 
conduct  of  all  conoemed  folly  bore  out  the  estimate  prerionsly 
formed  of  the  splendid  fighting  powers  of  oar  men,  and  several 
'T.C.s'  are  to  be  awarded.  The  nnmber  of  woonded  was  un- 
osnally  great,  bnt  all  are  now  doing  well.  The  defeat  of  the 
enemy  was  so  complete  that  they  at  once  saed  for  peace,  and  a 
treaty  was  signed  at  the  Glab  later  in  the  day  by  the  principal 
leaders.  In  consequence  of  the  ink  being  frozen,  cnraQoa  and 
brandy  were  substitated." 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  halting  sketch  here  drawn,  that  with 
all  our  growling  discontent  at  being  left  in  the  dark  as  to  the 
fatute,  we  manage  to  smooth  away  the  rough  edges  of  oar  life 
which  BO  much  gall  us,  and  that  our  petulance  never  grows  into 
sulkiness.  That  we  have  to  fall  back  upon  rough  horse-play 
occasionally  is  not  surprising :  there  is  no  softening  influence  to 
keep  our  spirits  at  an  equable  temperature.  We  are  a  colony  of 
meu — chiefly  young  men ;  and  Cabal  society  is  so  very  select  that 
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we  liave  not  yet  gained  an  entrance  within  its  soored  limitB.  If 
we  were  to  make  ceremonial  oalls  upon  the  zenanat,  we  should 
probably  be  con&onted  by  some  bnck-A^hon,  with  a  knife  in  his 
hand  and  an  oath  in  his  month.  Lore  and  war  do  not  go  hand- 
in  hand  now  in  Cabnl,  althongh  they  did  forty  years  ago ;  bo  we 
mnst  sigh  in  vain  for  a  glimpse  of  that  beanty  which  the  yashmaks 
hide  so  jealonsly  when  the  Gabnl  ladies  flit  by  na  in  the  narrow 
streets  of  the  city.  When  a  more  than  nsaally  ooqaettish  white- 
clad  figore  passes,  we  tnm  hastily  abont ;  but  what  can  be 
seen? — 

"  Kon^t  bnt  the  rippluig  liitaD  wrapping  her  ftboak" 

And  what  is  she  like  in  the  seclusion  of  the  zenana  ?  Ah,  that 
lies  apart  from  our  life  in  Sherpnr ;  bat  perhaps  I  may  be  able  to 
partly  answer  the  qaestion.  "How  we  Live  in  Sherpor,"  coo 
only  have  as  its  companion  picture — 

"How  THEY  Lrva  in  Cabul." 
It  is  not  an  attractive  life,  that  which  we  hare  oome  npon  in 
Cabal ;  bat  it  has  its  lights  and  shades  and  a  certain  robastness 
of  its  own,  which  is  now  more  than  ever  apparent.  The  reaction 
after  the  excitement  of  the  siege  of  9herpar  was  terribly  depressing 
for  a  time  in  the  ci^,  as  every  Mahomedan  dtizen  felt  that  a 
heavy  punishment  might  fall  npon  him,  and  in  most  cases  justly. 
Bnt  these  ignorant  fanatics  did  not  know  that  the  Government  of 
England  is  a  limited  monarchy  tempered  by  Exeter  Hall.  Now 
they  have  fully  realized  that  we  were  in  earnest  in  offering  an 
amnesty  to  all  who  would  return  peacefully  to  their  homes,  and 
have  renewed  their  trading  with  a  vigour  which  shows  their 
appreciation  of  oar  new  rupees.  As  in  every  Oriental  city,  the 
life  led  by  men  and  by  women  runs  on  very  different  lines  :  the 
concerns  of  the  bazaar  and  the  affiors  of  the  zenana  are  as  distinct 
as  day  and  night ;  the  one  is  all  energy  and  strife,  the  other  dul- 
nesB  and  monotony.  Woman  has  no  place  in  the  creed  of  Maho- 
med beyond  the  Inse  one  of  continuing  the  Muastilman  race ;  she 
is  an  inferior  creature,  to  be  shat  up  and  kept  from  mischief  vrith- 
in  the  four  walls  of  her  master's  harem.  If  she  loves  her  lord — 
or  some  part  of  him,  as  she  generally  shores  bia  affection  and 
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bodily  preaenoe  with  other  wives  or  alares — she  datifnll;  brings 
forth  a  son  to  continae  the  race,  and  then  her  mission  ends.  She 
is  a  piece  of  famitare,  a  belonging  of  the  zeruma, ;  and  if  nature 
has  not  gifted  her  with  a  love  of  intrigue,  she  maat  be  content  to 
vegetate  in  seclusion  nntil,  in  the  ripeness  of  years,  she  drops  oat 
of  life.  She  knows  she  has  nothing  to  expect  beyond  the  grave  ; 
does  not  her  creed  teach  ber  that  her  lord  will  lie  in  the  lap  of 
hottris,  steeped  in  eternal  sensnal  bliss  ?  Perhaps  in  her  wildest 
flights  of  imagination,  she  may  gain  hope  from  some  snch  mad 
idea  as  that  she  and  her  fellows  will  be  blended  into  one  great 
mass,  from  which  will  spring  millions  of  kourit  to  people  the 
heavens,  and  wait  with  open  arms  For  the  sonls  of  the  &ithfnl. 
May  not  she,  in  houri  form,  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  man  she  loved 
on  earth,  who  despised  her  as  something  too  trivial  for  much 
consideration  ?  Sach  a  belief  ma;  comfort  her ;  let  as  hope  it 
does. 

Bat  woman  in  Gabnl  has  fewer  restrictions  placed  upon  her 
than  in  other  Oriental  cities,  and  the  semi-freedom  she  enjoys  has 
been  the  theme  npon  which  travellere  in  old  days  delighted  to 
enlarge.  Cabal  is  declared  by  tbem  to  be  the  city  of  intrigue. 
This  belief  arose  &om  the  practice  of  women,  closely  veiled  from 
head  to  foot,  being  allowed  to  pass  unmolested  along  the  pablio 
streets,  unattended  and  with  no  restrictions  upon  their  move- 
ments. One  enthosiaatie  writer,  speaking  no  doabt  from  experi- 
ence, asserts  that  the  mind  of  an  Englishman  cannot  imagine  the 
extent  to  which  intrigaes  are  carried  on  in  this  forwud  city. 
Wife,  daughter,  or  moUier,  coald,  according  to  bia  account,  pass 
&om  the  zenana  into  the  narrow  thoroagbfares  about,  and  with 
perfect  confidence  visit  any  lover  npon  whom  ber  eyes  had  &llea. 
Every  figure  loses  its  identity  in  the  folds  of  the  white  drapery 
which  completely  envelopes  a  woman  from  head  to  heel,  and  the 
yashmak  coveting  the  face  blots  oat  the  featares  more  thoronghly 
than  a  mask.  Undoubtedly  this  freedom  of  action  does  exist,  ia 
appearance  at  least,  still :  white-robed  figares  flit  about  the 
bazaars  and  the  by-streets,  and  no  one  pays  regard  thereto ;  bat 
they  are  women  of  low  degree,  vrith  no  charms  to  guard,  and 
probably  with  bat  little  thought  of  pleasore  in  their  minds.  If 
finest  linen,  a  gold  embroidered  boot,  a  coquettish  mincing  step. 
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attract  the  attention  of  a  Kafir,  the  latter  will  invariably  fiad  that 
the  lady  )&  attended  by  some  daenna,  or  more  probably  by  two  01 
three  male  domesticB,  who  clear  a  way  for  their  mistress  through 
the  motley  crowd.  The  A^hans  are  said  to  be  peculiarly  jealous 
of  their  women ;  witness  the  proclamation  issued  to  oar  soldiers 
before  Enshi  was  left  ! — and  though  lore  laughs  at  looksniithH,  it 
seems  incredible  that  any  sirdar  or  well-to-do  citizen  ahould  allow 
the  inmates  of  his  zenana  liberty  to  wander  about  at  wUl,  with 
no  eye  to  watch  their  moTementB.  We  are  rather  at  a  disadvan- 
tage in  Cabnl ;  for  a  Kafir  to  explore  the  penetralia  of  the  gloomy 
high-walled  houaes  is  next  to  impossible.  We  have  a  Club,  it  is 
trae,  but  it  iB  not  on  the  delicionsly  free  principles  of  the  Orleans ; 
and  if  we  were  to  institute  five-o'clock  tea,  and  send  oat  cards  of 
invitation  to  Madame  Shere  All  and  Madame  Yakub  Khan,  and 
harem,  or  any  ether  ladies  of  distinction  in  Gabul,  there  would  be  ' 
no  chance  of  the  invitation  being  accepted.  The  ladies  might 
rise  to  the  occasion,  but  their  grim  gaardians  would  baulk  their 
intentions  with  a  vengeance.  To  make  calla  of  ceremony  would 
be  equally  impossible,  for  there  are  no  graes'widows  in  Cabal  with 
whom  to  enjoy  a  cosy  t^te-d-tite.  If,  by  some  lucky  combination 
of  the  stars,  a  Kafir  were  fortunate  enough  to  gain  the  sacred 
ground  of  the  zenana,  its  simple-minded  inmate  would  probably 
lisp  out  in  fluid,  but  passionless,  Persian : 


In  fact,  a  stranger  in  the  harem  would  be  a  very  indefinite  article 
indeed  in  Cabnl,  for  it  is  not  every  one  who  can  hope  for  the  good 
fortune  of  a  McGahan,  who,  in  the  Khanate  of  Khiva,  wandered 
into  a  leTuma,  and  was  treated  with  hospitality  and  caressea  by 
its  inmates. 

But  it  may  be  as  well  to  be  more  definite  in  dealing  with  the 
life  of  women  in  Cabal ;  and  I  will  endeavour  to  describe,  in  all 
CaimesB,  what  I  have  personally  Been.  To  take  the  commonest 
fignres  seen  in  the  bazaar :  It  ie  not  unusual  for  women  to  do 
their  "  shopping "  in  public,  though  they  lack  the  confidence  of 
Western  ladies,  who  parade  their  men-kind  on  such  important 
occaaionB. 
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A  Cftbal  lady  stops  before  a  stall  in  the  bazaar,  puts  oat  a 
Bmall  {air  hand,  riohl;  ringed,  and  tonobes  anj  article  she  needs : 
generally  a  piece  of  Bokhara  silk  or  English  linen.  The  shop- 
keeper,  sitting  cross-legged  among  his  goods,  names  his  prioe ; 
the  cnstomer  qnietly  polls  the  silk,  say,  towards  her,  bows  her 
bead,  and,  raiaing  her  yashmak  an  inch,  looks  critically  apon  Hie 
article.  The  seller  stares  over  her  bead  at  the  busy  life  abont 
him,  ^ys  not  a  word  till  the  examination  is  at  an  end,  and  finally, 
after  a  little  bartering,  sells  the  silk,  or  throws  it  back  into  its 
place.  In  either  case  be  cannot  have  any  idea  of  the  identity  of 
the  cnstomer,  thongh  from  her  jewellery  he  may  make  a  shrewd 
gaess  as  to  the  length  of  her  pnrse.  Not  erery  woman's  fingers 
are  oiroled  by  rings,  or  her  yashmak  seonred  with  loops  of  gold. 
And  so  the  lady  passes  on,  pansing,  perhaps,  at  other  stalls,  hnt 
never  for  long.  To  loiter  before  the  goods  which  may  charm  her 
eye  seems  no  part  of  her  business,  even  when  a  more  than  nsnally 
brilliant  display  of  silk  or  embroidered  shoes  attracts  her.  Her 
walk  is  hniried,  her  time,  perhaps,  is  precions,  and  she  glides 
among  the  crowd  quietly,  and  as  if  shnnning  attention,  though  no 
one,  nnless  he  be  a  Kafir,  pays  the  least  regard  to  her  presence. 
Finally,  she  tnms  off  into  some  side-street,  and  disappears  in  a 
narrow  gateway  leading,  one  snpposes,  to  her  home.  The  majority 
of  such  women  shrink  from  any  chance  contact  with  a  Kafir  of  any 
kind ;  thongh  snch  little  bits  of  comedy  have  been  acted  as  one  of 
onr  gallants  peering  into  doors  and  gateways  only  to  find  an  nn- 
veiled  face  turned  towards  him,  and  that  face  generally  very  plain 
and  unprepossessing.  Snch  dames  are  of  an  uncertain  age,  and 
are  not  coy  in  thus  rewarding  attention  or  admiration,  thongh 
snch  reward  never  goes  beyond  nnveiling  for  an  instant. 

I  had  occasion  qoite  lately  to  visit  the  honse  of  a  merchant  in 
Cabal,  a  Mussulman  of  some  little  standing,  and  by  a  lucky 
accident  got  a  glimpse  of  the  home  liie  of  such  a  woman  as  I 
have  described  shopping  in  the  bazaar.  My  companion  and  guide 
— who  or  what  he  was  matters  not — led  me  through  tortuous 
streets,  so  filthy,  that  to  tread  them  was  alone  a  trial,  until  at  a 
nail-stndded  door  he  stopped  and  knocked  twice  or  thrice  with  the 
lai^e  iron  "  knocker  "  on  its  centre.  All  was  still  and  silent  in- 
side for  a  moment,  aud  then  a  pictaresque-looking  ruffian,  no  doubt 
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the  Afghan  aerving  nuui  of  the  period,  saddenly  withdrew  a  bolt 
inside,  after  exflmining  us  throagh  the  wicket.  We  stumbled 
Bloag  a  passage  dark  enongh  to  make  the  few  boles  about  more 
treacheroas  than  holes  ever  were  befoie,  and  then  Boddenly  came  a 
stream  of  light  and  we  were  in  an  open  coortyard.  It  was  com- 
monplace enongb  ;  there  were  no  "  marmoring  fonstaioB,  orange 
trees,  or  shady  nooks,"  snoh  as  Eastern  travellers  love  to  dwell 
apOQ ;  simply  a  brown  square  plot  of  gronnd  with  rooms,  two 
storeys  high,  snrronnding  it  on  all  sides.  On  the  left,  facing 
the  Bontb,  were  the  quarters  of  the  owner;  his  reception-room  and 
zenana,  side  by  side ;  with  a  narrow  doorway,  screened  by  a  ^r- 
dioh  (in  Western  phrase,  a  portiire),  leading  from  one  to  the 
other.  The  rooms  were  open  to  the  air  on  the  courtyard  side, 
eUborately-carred  woodwork  in  the  shape  of  sliding  panels  being 
the  only  screen  from  the  son.  The  interior  was  comfortable 
enough :  the  floors  were  covered  with  carpets,  over  which  was  laid 
clean  white  linen ;  the  walls  were  either  of  carved  wood  or  plaster, 
painted  in  gay  colonrs.  The  interior  of  the  zenana  I  conld  not 
see  while  in  the  reception-room,  bat  from  it  presently  appeared  a 
bedizened  yonngster,  who  made  friends  at  once.  The  eoond  of 
whispers  behind  the  purdah  came  clearly  enough  into  the  room  ; 
and  I  woald  not  be  sure  that  we  were  not  being  examined  by 
feminine  eyes,  while  our  host  oonrteonsly  served  tea  in  beantifol 
little  bowls  that  wonld  have  delighted  a  ohina-maniao.  In  an 
inner  room,  divided  from  the  reception-room  by  light  wooden  pil- 
lars, were  carved  recesses,  in  which  was  a  wealth  of  china  :  tea- 
pots ^m  Rassia,  bowls  from  Kashgar  and  China,  and  others  of  a 
nondescript  kind,  covered  with  riobly-colonred  designs  in  yellow, 
green,  and  chocolate,  the  three  colonrs  most  in  favour  among 
Cabulis. 

Our  visit  was  a  short  one,  but  as  the  master  of  the  hoase  led 
the  way  to  the  door,  I  lingered  behind,  and  was  rewarded  by  a 
glimpse  into  the  zenana.  It  differed  bat  little  in  appearance  from 
the  other  room ;  the  carpets  were  guiltless  of  any  linen-cover,  the 
walls  were  more  brilliantly  painted,  cnshions  and  pillows  were 
scattered  about,  and  the  three  inmates  were  on  tiptoe  of  expecta- 
tion as  we  passed.  Two  faces  I  saw ;  one  old  and  wrinkled,  the 
other  yoang  and  pleasing.     "  An  old  wife  and  a  yoonger  rival " 
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waB  the  conclasioQ  I  amved  &t,  and  their  dresa  bore  out  this  ides. 
The  elder  wore  nothing  bat  pare  white ;  the  yoangei  was  gorgeoas 
in  green  and  crimsoD  silk.  Jnet  &  ghince,  and  it  was  over  :  the 
child  I  have  mentioned  was  being  careased  by  the  third  wife,  whose 
back  was  towards  her  companions,  and  another  child  was  lying 
asleep  among  the  pillows.  But  for  the  presence  of  the  children, 
it  would  hare  seemed  dalness  personified,  as  signs  of  occnpation  or 
amasement  there  were  none.  So  mach  for  the  bit  of  qniet  home 
life  in  Cabnl :  bow  monotonons  it  mast  be,  none  can  tell,  except, 
perhaps,  those  who  have  to  eudare  it  I 

The  dresa  of  the  Af^isn  women,  especially  those  whose  hus- 
bands have  rank  or  wealth,  is  extremely  pictm'eaqae.  A  short, 
tightly-fitting  bodice  of  green,  bine,  or  crimson  silk,  confines 
the  bast,  bat  battona  so  closely  op  to  the  throat,  that  one  can  only 
guess  at  the  proportions  of  shooldera  and  bosom.  The  bodice  ia 
generally  embroidered  with  gold,  and  then  becomes  so  stiff  and 
unyielding,  that  it  is  yirtnally  a  corset.  In  this  cold  weather  the 
short  arms  of  this  »i,t%  are  continoed  down  to  the  wrist,  and  the 
Teat  itself  is  padded  with  wool  for  the  sake  of  warmth.  Trousers 
a  la  Titrc,  boggy  and  flowing  as  Fatima's,  and  tightly  &st6ned  at 
the  ankles  with  gold  or  silver  bands,  a  broad  silk  kummerbund  of 
almost  endlesa  length  about  the  waist,  with  the  ends  so  disposed 
that  they  become  skirts ;  dainty  white  socks  and  a  tiny  slipper  or 
shoe,  gold-embroidered — such  is  the  indoor  dress  of  a  Gabuli  lady ; 
while  covering  and  hiding  all  save  feet  and  anklea  ia  the  voln- 
minouB  white  garment  drawn  over  the  head  and  face,  and  falling 
to  the  heels.  These  veiled  beauties  wear  jewellery  alike  about  the 
forehead,  hands,  wrists,  arms,  ankles,  and  ears ;  while  handsome 
gold  loops  secure  the  pa$hmak  at  the  back  of  the  head ;  the  hair 
being  drawn  &om  the  forehead  and  tied  tightly  into  a  knot, 
Grecian  fashion.  The  length  of  a  silk  kummerbund,  which  en- 
circles a  lady's  waist,  ia  aometimea  astonishing :  one  I  saw  most 
have  been  12  yards  long  by  18  inches  broad,  and  the  end  was  even 
then  not  forthcoming.  The  slippers  and  shoes  are  of  Cabuli 
make,  and  are  very  pretty.  On  a  pale  green  ground  beautifol 
patterns  are  worked  with  gold  and  silver  thread  and  particoloured 
silk,  until  the  effect  ia  more  like  that  of  a  &iry  slipper  than  one  for 
daily  use.     When  a  stoat  leathern  sole  is  put  on  with  high  heels 


D,g,t7„lb,.GOOgIC 


The  Cabult  Beauties.  313 

radel;  boand  with  iron,  the  work  of  art  is  oomplete.  The  stalls 
in  which  these  slippers  and  shoes  are  made  are  the  gayest  in  the 
whole  haEaar.  A  Cabnli  lady's  foot  is  small,  almost  to  deformity, 
and  the  baggy  troasere  by  contrast  noake  them  appear  exceedingly 

From  the  few  faoes  seen,  being  chiefly  those  of  old  or  pcua^ti 
women,  it  is  difficult  to  judge  of  the  &med  beaaty  which  the  Caholis 
are  said  to  boast.  The  children  are  certainly,  as  a  whole,  the 
prettiest  I  have  ever  seen.  Their  complexions  are  red  and  white, 
with  a  tinge  of  olive  pervading  the  skin,  eyes  black  and  loetroas,, 
well-shaped  featares,  teeth  to  make  a  Western  b^aty  euvions, 
and  bright,  intelligent  looks  that  sadly  belie  the  race  to  which 
they  belong.  Their  mothers  mmi  be  beantifiil,  for  their  fathers 
are  generally  villanons-lookiug ;  the  men  losing  all  the  pleasing 
traits  which  they  p<»seesed  as  boys.  The  lady  I  have  described 
as  seen  in  the  zenaiaa  tor  a  moment  was  certainly  handsome,  and 
was  far  lighter  in  complexion  than  a  Spaniard ;  her  eyes  were 
really  worUiy  of  the  praises  snng  by  Hafiz,  bnt  the  sensaoas  lips 
were  a  little  too  full  and  ponting.  It  was  jost  such  a  &ce  aa  one 
imagines  in  a  harem,  and  would  be  in  keeping  with  the  langonrooa 
life  of  a  Tolnptnary,  to  whom  sensoality  is  a  goiding  star.  Sncb 
faces  always  lack  character,  and  woold  soon  prore  insipid  in  the 
eyes  of  the  West.  The  Cabnli  lady,  when  journeying,  is  either 
carried  in  an  elaborate  wicker-work  cage  covered  with  the  in- 
evitable flowing  linen,  or  rides,  Amazon-fashion,  on  a  pony  behind 
her  lord.  At  timea  she  is  coquettish  enough  to  throw  warm 
glances  at  Kafirs  behind  her  husband's  back,  and  is  no  doubt 
delighted  at  the  admiration  bestowed  upon  her  daintily-slippered 
feet. 

What  the  mission  in  life  is  of  such  women,  in  such  a  country 
as  this,  may  be  summed  up  in  a  few  words.  She  mnst  play  the 
port  of  a  mother,  rather  than  a  wife,  for  her  sympathies  go  all 
with  the  children  left  to  be  brought  up  in  the  zeTiana,  and  not 
with  their  father,  whose  course  lies  in  diflerent  lines  in  the  bnsy 
scheming  world  outside.  That  some  women  of  strong  character 
occasionally  share  their  husband's  ambition,  and  aid  him  by 
advice  and  soggesUons,  is  quite  true.  The  mother  and  wife  of 
Yakab  Khan  are  both  women  of  exceptional  ability,  influencing 
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and  guiding  men,  and  well  versed  in  state  intrignee.  Bnt  the 
exceptioQB  are  few,  and  only  prove  the  general  mle  obtaining  in 
all  Mabomedan  conntries,  that  woman  is  a  cypher  outside  the 
fonr  walls  of  the  zenaim. 

The  life  of  her  master  is  a  most  difficult  snbjeot.  To  fathom 
the  motives  of  an  Afghan,  or  to  explain  his  actions,  would  be  a  task 
for  a  Machiavelli,  and  I  mast  deal  with  it  in  snch  manner  aa  I  can. 
It  has  always  been  held  that  the  dietingaishing  featores  of  a 
Cabnli  are  tnrbolenoe  and  treacheiy,  and  late  events  have  only 
confirmed  men  in  this  belief.  The  arrangement  of  the  city  into 
quarters,  each  securely  shut  off  from  its  neighbours  by  strong  walls 
and  fortified  gateways,  the  part  played  by  the  Bala  Hissar  as  a 
citadel  dominating  the  town  below,  and  affording  a  refuge  for  the 
sovereign  daring  bloody  k-iaeuU%,  proved  to  travellers  in  past  days 
that  the  Ufe  of  the  populace  was  far  from  a  peaceM  one.  Even 
now,  though  the  old  subdivisions  of  the  city  exist  bat  in  name, 
— except  die  Eizilbash  quarter,  which  has  still  the  means  of  eat- 
ing itself  off  from  outside  by  strong  gateways, — it  is  apparent 
that  the  Amirs  never  traeted  their  Hves  and  property  to  the 
tender  mercies  of  their  citizen-subjects.  When  our  army  arrived 
at  Oabnl,  the  Bala  Hissar  was  still  a  fortress  capable  of  resisting 
Buccessfully  any  attack  made  without  artillery,  and  within  its  walla 
were  the  palace  of  the  Amir,  his  harem,  and  his  arsenal.  Oar 
Envoy,  too,  was  lodged  in  the  fortress,  as  the  fanaticism  of  the 
Gabolis  might  have  prompted  an  attack  upon  the  Beddency,  if  it 
had  been  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  with  its  bazaars  re-echoing  to 
the  prayers  of  the  mooUaJts  and  the  cries  of  fakirs.  That  safetjr 
was  not  found  even  in  the  Bala  Hissar,  was  due  rather  to  the 
weakness  of  Yakub  Khan  and  his  contemptuous  treatment  of 
an  exasperated  soldiery  than  to  any  independent  action  of  the 
populace.  It  is  true  that  the  city  rabble  joined  in  the  attack  upon 
the  Embassy,  bat  that  was  only  when  military  discipline  was  at  an 
end,  and  the  men  who  should  have  guarded  the  lives  of  the 
Amir's  guests  were  in  the  full  cry  of  matiny.  Again,  the  boild- 
ing  of  Sfaerpur,  with  its  range  of  barracks  and  new  fortress  upon 
Bemaru  (planned,  bnt  never  executed)  was  due  to  Shere  All's 
dread  of  Cabnl  and  its  armed  mob.  With  the  Bala  Hissar  on 
one  side  and  Sherpur  on  the  other,  he  was  sangoine  enough  to 
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hope  for  peace  and  qnietneBB  in  his  capital ;  and  these  he  woald 
no  donbt  have  secured  if  he  had  not  foolishly  quarrelled  vith  the 
Indian  OoTemment,  whose  subsidy  gave  him  the  wherewithal  to 
raise  and  equip  a  large  army  and  rear   the  walls   of  his  new 


Eveiy  Afghan  is  a  soldier,  and  Uie  Cabolie  are  no  exception  to 
the  mle.  Their  stalls  are  to  them  what  homesteads  are  to  the 
mooDtain  tribes  and  peasants ;  and  when  extortion  or  taxation 
grows  in  their  opinion  excessive,  they  are  ready  to  tarn  ont 
armed  to  the  teeth,  and  by  opes  menace  to  intimidate  their  mlera. 
A  tyrant  alone  can  hope  to  keep  them  in  dne  snbjectiOB ;  and, 
as  a  mle,  Gabnl  has  been  nnder  the  inflaence  of  tyranny  for 
many  centuries.  As  a  natnral  resnlt,  when  turbulence  occasionally 
subsides,  treachery  flourishes ;  and  the  history  of  the  city  is  full  of 
instances  of  treacherous  plots,  and  successful  if  bloody  intrigues. 
Coming  as  we  have  done  in  the  guise  of  an  avenging  army,  we 
have  greatly  modified  the  normal  appearance  of  things  in  the 
eity,  onr  proclamatioD  forbidding  the  carrying  of  arms  having 
destroyed  the  picturesque  mfSanism  which  used  to  stalk  through 
the  bazaars  armed  with  gun,  shield,  and  knife,  and  ready  for  all 
emergencies.  Not  a  weapon  now  is  seen  except  in  an  armourer's 
shop,  or  on  the  person  of  some  armed  retainer  of  a  sirdar  who 
has  thrown  in  his  lot  with  the  British.  It  is  a  change  for  the 
better  in  our  eyes ;  but  when  the  people  see  oor  soldiers  passing 
along  with  Martini  or  Snider  slung  over  the  shoulder,  they  mast 
long  to  mfDe  it  again,  and  bring  out  from  their  hiding-places  their 
ovrn  rifles  and  matchlocks.  But  it  is  not  to  be  yet ;  though,  when 
we  again  leave  this  "  Clod-govemed  country  "  to  its  own  devices, 
the  good  people  of  Cabal  will  once  more  be  able  to  resume  their 
old  habits. 

The  influential  citizens  of  Gsbul  are  broadly  divisible  into  two 
representative  classes — the  Sirdar  and  the  trader ;  and  in  taking 
one  Arom  each  of  these  sections,  I  shall  be  able  fairly  to  sketch 
the  general  life  led  by  the  more  orderly  of  the  Gabulis.  There 
are,  of  course,  a  mass  of  men :  artisans,  street-hawkers,  retainers, 
and  hangers-on  generally,  who  famish  the  rabble  which  has 
often  made  mob-law  supreme  within  the  vrolls ;  but  these  may  be 
left   to  themselves  for  a  little.     The  Sirdar  has  always  been 
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a  promitient  Sgate  in  A^ban  histoty  ;  he  is  to  all  intents  a  feadal 
cliief,  and  answers  very  macb  to  the  Baron  who,  in  the  Dark  Ages, 
had  BO  mnch  to  say  in  the  gorernment  of  Western  coontries.  He 
is  generally  of  royal  blood,  a  oonsin  (Bome  twenty  times  removed) 
of  the  Amir;  bat  this  relationship  with  the  soTereign  is  not 
advantageoQs  if  the  Sirdar  is  at  all  ambitions  of  power.  There 
are  so  many  reTolntions  of  the  wheel  in  the  Barakzai  dynasty, 
that  the  assamption  of  dignity  by  a  subordinate  is  always  jealoasly 
watched  by  the  Amir,  and  prompt^  nipped  in  the  bnd  jnst  when 
it  bids  fair  to  become  dangerons.  Ties  of  kin  are  but  little 
regarded  in  a  conntry  where  continoally  father  is  arrayed  against 
son,  brother  against  brother ;  and  where  hnman  life  is  held  so 
cheaply  that  scarcely  a  man  reaches  middle  age  withoat  haTing 
blood  npon  his  hands.  The  Sirdar  has  either  to  mmizle  his 
ambition  and  wait  patiently  for  a  chance  of  suddenly  acqniring 
power ;  or  to  accept  a  colonrless  life  of  ease,  with  nothing  to 
trouble  bis  mind  except  the  caprices  of  a  favoarite  slave-girl,  or 
the  loss  of  a  valuable  horse.  It  is  not  surprising,  then,  that  in 
Cabal  there  are  Sirdars  perfect  in  dissimulation  and  adepts  in 
intrigue ;  and  others  mere  slaves  of  their  sensuality,  to  whom  the 
world  means  merely  pillaua  and  pillows,  cakes  and  concubines. 
Such  men  are  those  loved  by  Caasar : 

"  msn  that  sra  fat ; 

S1«Bk-bsad«d  in«n,  uid  aoeh  m  llMp  o'  nlghtB." 

And  the  easy-going  Sirdar  answers  so  folly  to  this  description, 
that  it  would  seem  as  if  the  cares  of  Hfe  aat  very  lightly  upon 
him.  Such  men  are  too  characterless  to  repay  observation  ;  and 
though  we  see  many  of  them  here,  we  pass  them  by  contempt- 
uonsly,  except  when  a  mountain  of  flesh  more  than  nsoaUy  for- 
midable looms  upon  us  in  cantonments.  They  are  not  men  given 
to  fighting  or  political  intrigue ;  and  such  as  we  have  now  among 
as  are  anxious  only  as  to  their  allowances  which  the  "  Ch-eat 
British  Oovemmeut "  guarantees  to  them  while  they  are  faithful 
to  its  interests.  If  they  are  time-Berrers,  it  is  simply  because 
they  have  no  idea  beyond  the  present  one  of  comfort  and  quiet- 
ness ;  if  we  were  defeated  they  would  probably  make  their  obei- 
sance to  the  new  rulers,  and  would  settle  down  calmly  to  their  daily 
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enjoyment  of  the  &t  of  the  land  in  their  well-stocked  tiarama. 
There  were  anch  men  among  oar  own  bard-headed  Barons  i^a 
ago,  who  watched  their  more  ambitions  compeers  make  and  min 
dynasties,  and  lived  placidly  throngh  all  the  tnrmoil  withoat  even 
being  partisans. 

Bat  the  other  type  of  Sirdar  is  a  very  different  person :  he 
holds  that  to  he  powerful  is  the  salt  of  life,  and  his  aim  from  yonth 
to  old  age  is  to  seek  power  in  all  its  forms.  He  is  generally  rich, 
and  a  loTer  of  show ;  raining  money  for  the  advantage  to  which 
it  can  be  tnmed  in  many  ways,  and  estimating  pomp  at  its  real 
worth — to  impress  the  ignorant  and  hnmiliate  the  inferior.  His 
life  as  now  made  np  is  not  to  ontward  seeming  one  of  much 
importance,  bnt  not  one  of  ns  can  hope  to  penetrate  beneath  its 
sor&ce,  and  examine  the  many  schemes  which  pass  through  his 
mind.  He  lives  in  one  of  the  large,  high-walled  honses  which 
are  stndded  ahont  the  city,  thongh  he  has  a  "  villa "  or  two  in 
pleasant  Eoh-Daman,  or  one  of  the  near  valleys.  If  one  visits 
him,  the  courtesy  with  which  he  receives  a  gaest  is  that  of  a 
polished  gentleman,  flavonred,  perhaps  too  highly,  with  the 
Eastern  affectation  of  hnmility.  His  honsc  is  reached  tbroogh 
byways  and  along  covered-in  streets,  so  dark  and  noisome  that  one 
expects  to  meet  a  ghazi  at  every  torn.  Bat  all  is  qniet,  and 
finally  a  hit  of  bine  sky  is  sees  overhead,  a  narrow  doorway  is 
passed  throngh,  and  the  square  conrtyard  of  the  honse  gained. 
A  few  horses,  saddled  and  bridled,  are  standing  in  a  snnny 
comer ;  a  dozen  pictoresqae-looking  raffians  are  loonging  about ; 
the  great  man  is  at  home.  We  find  him  in  a  long  room  sqnatting 
on  an  ottoman  with  a  dozen  friends  and  associates  about  him,  to 
whom  he  has  donbtless  been  exponnding  some  new  and  brilliant 
idea  that  has  occurred  to  him.  He  is  politely  anxions  abont  hie 
visitor's  health,  thanking  God  that  it  is  well  with  him,  and 
inqoires  if  "the  General"  also  is  well.  His  conversation  is 
gaarded,  bnt  he  makes  np  for  his  reticence  by  his  hospitality :  it 
wonid  be  derogatory  to  his  dignity  if  the  rite  were  not  duly 
'  honoured ;  and  in  a  few  minutes  trays  bearing  little  caps  of 
sweetened  tea,  sweetmeats,  nuts  and  grapes,  are  being  handed 
round  by  two  or  three  of  the  loungers  we  passed  in  the  conrtyard. 
This  tea  is  a  mystery  to  me ;  it  is  always  ready ;  it  is  always  gooi ; 
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and  one  can  sip  cap  after  cap  with  an  eDJoyment  that  poaitiTely 
increases  with  indnlgence.  The  Sirdar's  friends  are  mostly 
notable  men  :  that  grey-bearded  old  gentleman  on  his  right  is  a 
tribal  chief  of  some  importanoe,  who  has  come  from  his  distant 
village  to  see  how  things  more  in  Cabnl  after  the  late  ^ehad ;  that 
dark-vieaged  man  is  a  Bokhara  trader,  whose  mind  holds  news  of 
the  White  Czar  and  of  the  changing  fates  of  the  Central  Asiaa 
Khanates ;  while  his  ooonterpart  is  another  trader  retomed  from 
Hindustan,  where  he  has,  perhaps,  seen  and  learnt  much  that 
may  shape  the  Sirdar's  views  in  fatote.  Behind  the  Sirdar  is  s 
richly-embroidered  purdak  veiling  the  entrance  to  the  zenana, 
wherein  the  qniet  life  of  the  women  slowly  moves.  Our  conversa- 
lion  is  short  and  pnrely  ornamental,  and  we  take  onr  leave,  plea- 
santly impressed  with  the  courtesy  shown,  bat  pondering  over  the 
depth  of  Afghan  dnplioity  which  is  so  cunningly  hidden.  The 
Sirdar  passes  his  moraing  among  his  friends,  and  in  the  afternoon 
he  will  probably  visit  Oeneral  Roberts  or  Major  Hastings,  the 
Chief  Pohtdcal  Of&cer,  to  learn  much,  bnt  to  impart  Uttle.  How 
far  he  can  be  trnsted  no  one  knows,  not  excepting  even  him- 
self. If  by  serving  ns  he  can  make  hie  position  secure,  he  will 
"  sell "  his  nearest  Mends ;  if  he  thinks  his  interests  are  safe  with 
men  opposing  ns,  he  will  thwart  oar  projects  with  all  the  skill  he 
possesses.  His  hfe  now  is  not  so  restless  as  in  old  days,  as  oar 
army  has  broken  np  all  settled  government,  and  the  prospect  is  so 
hazy,  that  to  dabble  too  openly  in  dangerons  schemes  might  land 
him  in  distant  Calcatta,  to  bear  Daoad  Shah  company.  Oar 
Sirdar  has  lakhs  of  money  hidden  away  in  his  hoase  or  boned  in 
some  secret  spot ;  but  he  is  cunning  enough  to  swear  that  he  lost 
greatly  when  Mahomed  Jan  held  Cabal,  and  asks  the  British 
Government  to  recoup  him,  as  he  has  always  been  faithful  to  its 
interests.  The  new  influences  at  work  upon  his  life  are  not  so 
welcome  to  him,  as  they  are  novel  and  not  to  be  easily  understood ; 
and  he  would  far  prefer  the  old  order  of  thiogs,  when  he  could 
pit  himself  against  some  rival  and  gain  his  ends  by  crooked  ways, 
that  he  knows  we  should  not  countenance.  If  hie  chances  jost 
now  of  being  shot  or  stabbed  are  not  so  great  as  formerly,  he  does 
not,  with  his  fatalistic  ideas,  appreciate  the  change ;  and  at  times 
he  grows  sollen,  and  is  discontented  with  oar  temporary  rule. 
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The  trader  is  a  very  different  personage :  he  has  seen  men  and 
dties,  and  \m  chief  aim  is  to  amass  wealth,  which  he  belieTea  to 
be  the  keystone  of  happiness.  Hie  vocation  now  in  Cabal  is  to 
make  fabnlons  profits  oat  of  the  British  army  of  oconpatioD  which 
has  invaded  the  sanctity  of  the  city,  and  cowed  its  fanatical  popa- 
laoe.  In  his  heart  of  hearts  the  trader  hates  as  sincerely ;  bat 
he  will  endore  curBes  &om  the  Commissariat,  or  hard  words  from 
ander-etrappers,  for  the  sake  of  the  few  lakha  of  topees  he  hopes 
to  pocket.  He  will  take  contracts  for  anything,  &om  sheep  to 
charpayg,  and  will  fieeoe  everyone  deling  with  him  with  Boch 
calm  self-aBsarauce,  that  one  is  inclined  to  adopt,  onoe  for  all, 
the  theory  that  the  Afghans  are,  indeed,  the  lost  tribes  of  Israel. 
He  is  a  power  in  the  city,  for  he  has  money  always  at  his  com- 
mand ;  and  thongh  he  may  hare  sofTered  grievaoaly  from  extor- 
tion, he  is  shrewd  enongh  to  know  that  complaints  are  useless. 
He  will  visit  oar  Mend  the  Sirdar,  and  will  gain  his  coantenaace 
and  help  in  some  nefarioas  transaction,  perhaps  sach  as  "  bearing  " 
the  money  market,  cutting  off  oar  sheep  sapply,  or  raising  the 
prices  of  articles  suddenly  in  demand.  He  may  play  the  part  of 
political  spy  in  retom  for  the  Sirdar's  help  or  become  a  principal 
in  some  scheme  that  reqaireB  delicate  working.  The  trader  has 
his  hoase,  which  also  eerves  as  a  Btore-house  for  his  goods,  in 
some  filthy  comer  of  Cabal ;  and  some  near  relative  acts  as 
partner,  and  does  the  dirty  work  of  retailing  his  goods  from  a 
narrow  stall  in  the  bazaar.  Should  a  big  transaction  be  coming 
off,  with  some  merchant  from  the  Khanates,  in  silks,  furs,  or 
precions  stones,  the  trader  has  the  aniversal  tea-drinking,  to 
which  he  invites  the  stranger,  and  he  spends  days  in  ceaseless 
chaferiog  nntil  the  prices  are  dnly  .fixed  and  the  bargain  con- 
claded.  In  the  bazaar  itself  bat  little  trade  on  a  large  scale  is 
carried  on,  the  travelling  merchants  storing  their  goods  in  one  or 
other  of  the  large  terais,  while  they  let  it  be  known  from  stall  to 
stall  that  they  have  merchandise  on  sale.  The  trader  is  natnrally 
of  a  peaceable  dispositioo,  and  as  his  hoase  is  asaally  stored  with 
rich  goods,  and  his  hoards  of  money  are  bnried  beneath  the 
ground  in  his  courtyard,  he  dreads  an  oatbreak  by  the  popalaoe, 
who  may  levy  oontributions  apon  his  effects.  Bat  he  has  within 
him  the  Afghan  instinct  of  sturdy  resistance  to  all  assailants. 
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With  his  iron-Htndded  door  closed  i^auist  introdera,  with  hall  % 
do&en  Borranta  armed  a  la  Catnil  with  gan,  pistol,  and  knife,  he  is 
no  meao  antagonist  to  deal  with.  He  wonld  scarcely  join  in  m 
tnmnlt  except  when  his  fanaticism  overcame  his  better  jadgmeat, 
for  there  are  too  many  risks  to  be  mn  when  once  a  populace  like 
that  of  Cabal  has  broken  free  from  all  control.  The  trader  in  thia 
respect  is  oonsiderBbly  removed  from  the  mere  stall-keeper,  who  is 
always  ripe  for  riot,  and  is  never  better  pleased  than  when  taming 
ont  folly  armed.  We  have  seen  a  great  deal,  since  onr  occapation, 
of  the  trader,  and  he  does  not  improve  npon  acqaaintance.  He 
is  oringing  and  subservient  when  a  tight  hand  is  kept  npon  him, 
bnt  beneath  his  plausibility  is  a  fnnd  of  canning,  which  carries 
him  triumphantly  through  all  his  knavery.  Like  the  Sirdar,  he 
is  an  inlrtxament  we  are  forced  to  nse  in  this  onprofitable  conntry ; 
bnt  which  is  to  be  thrown  away  without  compnnction  when  done 
with. 


CHAPTER    XXm. 

Th«  Aighui  Am;— Th«  Amir  Shers  Ali'i  EfTorti  to  not  KKiplised  TrecpB— Tbs 
Foandisg  of  Ghiiu — Snrfsni'i  Pftilnrs — A  Gabnli  Gniumith  ma%  to  Fcsbxvnr 
Anenal — A  FoBndr;  cstabliahsd  in  CUmI — Tha  Minntaetim  et  lUflsd  Gbiu  %ai 
ftnall  Arnu — Cftbnli  GDnporder  wid  Cutridges— Feicimiiiii  O^it — Ann}  fTlnUiing 
Department— Tlie  NambcT  of  Qnni  ud  Small  Anni  id  Afghmirtan — Coat  of  Shen 
Ali'a  Annj — WealCDan  of  die  Organinttion — Regolan  Tcrsae  Tribeamen — Tfadr 
BebaTiDDr  in  Tarioni  Astioiu — The  Pulnre  of  tha  B«gilar  Arm; — Soggmtdon  for 
the  Crtation  ol  a  Hiliti* — The  Qbaxi  Slammt  Hnong  Inegitlan — Bow  a  Qhaii  ii 
Uade— Hii  Mode  of  Kghting. 

Shzbpub,  iSth  January,  1880. 
Afghanistan  is  a  nation  of  soldiers,  every  adult  being  (apart 
from  any  military  training  he  riiay  receive)  a  ready  swordsman 
and  a  fair  shot.  In  our  old  wars  we  found  bnt  little  oiganization 
existing  among  the  followers  of  the  Dost  and  his  son,  Mahomed 
Akhbar,  and  the  discipline  of  oar  troops  told  in  the  long  ran 
against  the  masses  they  had  to  face.  A^hanistan  then  produced, 
as  a  writer  has  said,  nothing  bnt  stones  and  men :  the  stones  made 
good  gungars,  which  thousands  of  men  were  always  ready  to  de- 
fend.    Bnt  after  Shere  Ali  had  assumed  the  Amirship,  a  change 
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came  OTer  the  "  war  deparbnent "  of  the  country :  that  shrewd 
80Tereigii  had  his  eyes  opened  to  the  necessity  of  having  some- 
thing  more  than  an  unlimited  supply  of  men  to  fight  his  battles, 
and  after  hia  visit  to  India,  in  1869,  he  began  to  cast  abont  for 
means  whereby  he  coald  arm  and  eqnip  his  troops  in  civilized 
fashion.  Fortunately  for  hia  project,  he  was  on  the  best  of  terms 
at  that  time  with  the  Indian  Government,  and  among  the  valnsble 
presents  he  carried  back  with  him  to  Cabnl  were  a  siege-train 
(consisting  of  four  IS-ponndera  and  two  8-inch  howitzers),  a 
mountain  battery  of  six  guns,  S,000  Snider  rifles,  16,000  Enfields, 
and  no  less  than  1,000,000  roasda  of  ball  ammnnition.  This  was 
the  groundwork  upon  which  he  hoped  to  build  up  a  well-equipped 
army,  with  artillery  sufficient  to  make  himself  feared  by  all  his 
neighbours,  and  respected  both  by  the  English  and  RuBsiaa 
Governments,  upon  his  relations  with  which  might  ultimately 
depend  the  safety  of  his  kingdom.  To  a  man  of  less  energy  than 
Shere  Ali,  the  project  he  took  in  hand  would  have  seemed  so  fall 
of  difficulties,  that  it  might  have  been  reasonably  abandoned  after 
a  fair  trial ;  but  the  then  Amir  was  a  man  of  stubborn  self-will ; 
and  his  mind  once  made  up,  nothing  could  tum  him  from  his 
object.  The  story  of  his  snccesafol  stmggle  to  create  an  army  of 
all  arms  on  the  European  pattern  can  he  best  told  by  reference  to 
a  report  drawn  up  on  information  supplied  by  varionB  sirdars  and 
artisans,  since  our  occupation  of  Cahul.  Lieutenant  Neville 
Chamberlain,  Extra  Assistant  Political  Officer,  is  the  compiler  of 
this  valuable  report,  which  gives  in  detail  an  account  of  Shere 
All's  steady  progress  in  the  armament  of  his  kingdom,  untU  he 
made  the  iatal  mistake  of  quarrelling  with  the  British.  One 
cannot  fail  to  be  struck  with  astonishment  at  the  rapidity  with 
which  guns  were  made,  rifles  imitated,  and  cartridges  tnmed  out 
by  the  100,000  in  a  country  which  boasts  of  bat  few  resources. 

Shere  Ali  could  easily  enough  make  regiments  of  infantry  and 
cavalry,  dress  them  after  the  fashion  of  the  men  he  had  seen 
paraded  in  India,  and  drill  them  in  a  few  simple  movements.  If 
he  were  guilty  of  the  solecism  of  making  Highlanders  mount  on 
horseback,  there  was  no  great  blunder  committed ;  they  were  his 
mounted  rifles,  and  were  not  likely  to  come  to  grief,  as  every 
Afghan  is  more  or  less  a  horseman.     Bnt  in  the  question  of 
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artillezy,  the  Amir  had  to  face  a,  problem  which  mast  have  cost 
him  iQQoh  anxioiiB  thought.  The  old  brasB  cannon  which  had 
been  need  for  many  years  as  wall-pieces  in  the  different  fortreeaes 
of  A%hanistan,  sank  into  insignificance  when  compared  with  the 
gnns  Xiord  Mayo  had  given  him.  The  latter  were  few  in  nnmber, 
and  it  was  all-important  they  ehoold  be  multiplied,  so  that  if 
three  or  fonr  armies  took  the  field,  each  shoold  hare  its  dae  eom- 
plement  of  gnns.  There  were  skilled  artisans  in  Gabnl  who  had 
made  brass  gnns ;  and  one  of  these,  named  Sorferaz,  was  given 
fands  by  Sbere  All  end  peremptorily  ordered  to  turn  ont  guns  on 
the  pattern  of  tbe  siege-train  and  moantain  battery  which  had 
lately  arrived  from  India.  The  unlocky  man  tried  his  best ;  but, 
at  the  end  of  a  few  months,  bis  work  was  pronounced  a  failnre ; 
and  as  he  had  spent  Bs.  12,000  in  his  experiments,  he  was  sam- 
msrily  thrown  into  prison,  and  all  his  property  confiscated.  This 
was  bis  reward  for  obeying  the  orders  of  a  tyrant.  Bnt  Shere  Ali 
was  not  to  be  foiled,  and  rightly  attribnting  the  &ilare  to  want  of 
technical  knowledge,  he  sent  the  ancle  of  Snrferas,  Dost  Mahomed, 
a  skilled  gansmith,  to  Peshawar,  to  be  instrncted  in  the  mysteries 
of  rifled  gnas.  Dost  Mahomed  may  be  allowed  to  tell  bis  own 
story,  as  it  is  fall  of  interest.     He  says : — 

"  I  am  a  Cabali  by  birth  and  a  gansmith.  My  father  was  a 
gansmiUi  before  me.  After  Shere  All's  retom  from  India,  I  was 
sent  to  Peshawar  with  a  letter  to  Colonel  Pollook,  the  Com- 
missioner there,  in  which  he  was  asked  to  allow  me  to  visit  the 
Arsenal,  and  see  how  Uie  rifled  gans  were  made.  I  remained  in 
Peshawar  for  three  months,  antil  the  permission  of  GoTemment 
arrived.  I  then  visited  the  Arsenal  daily,  and  saw  exactly  how 
everything  was  done  ;  and  on  my  departure  I  was  given  models  of 
gons  in  wood,  vrith  complete  drawings  of  the  details.  I  retained 
to  Cabal,  and  vrith  these  models  and  some  complete  models  of 
rifled  breech-loading  Armstrongs,  which  had  been  given  to  the 
Amir  daring  his  risit  to  India,  I  began  work.  I  had  three 
principal  assistants:  my  nephew,  Snrferaz  (who  had  then  been 
liberated),  Mahomed  Ali,  and  a  man  named  Bashed.  Any  nambw 
of  workmen  were  at  my  dispoBal,  as  I  had  only  to  state  the  nnmber 
I  required,  and  they  were  impressed  from  among  the  dty  smiths. 
Before  commencing  a  gan,  a  sum  of  money  was  given  to  me. 
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wliioh  I  was  not  to  flxcsed.    The  following  were  the  prioeH  in 
Caboli  rnpees : — 

Kddgnn         1,600 

Bojii  Bone  AitiUeTr  gnn      1|000 


"  Z  narei  either  lost  or  gained  mnch  b;  my  contract.  The 
iron  for  the  gnns  came  principally  horn  India — some  throagh 
Sbikaipor,  some  from  Peshawar.  A.  small  qnantit;  was  procured 
from  Bajonr  and  Znrmat.  The  core  of  the  gun  was  first  welded 
by  hand  on  an  iron  bar,  the  required  length  and  diameter.  Long 
strips  of  iron  having  been  placed  all  roand  the  core,  they  were 
well  hammered  together,  and  bands  of  iron  placed  over  all  to 
keep  everything  in  its  place.  The  gun  was  then  bored  ont  by  the 
machinery  at  the  water-milla  of  Deh-i- Afghan.  The  machinery 
for  these  mills  was  set  up  by  a  Hindnstani,  named  Mnah  Khan. 
He  learned  his  trade  from  a  negro,  named  Belal,  who  was  tanght 
by  one  Ibrahim,  a  native  of  Ispahan,  who  came  years  ago  from 
Persia  to  the  service  of  Saltan  Jan,  late  Governor  of  Herat. 
The  gon  was  then  rifled  by  hand,  the  breech-block  and  details 
completed,  polished  by  machinery,  and  handed  over  to  the  Arsenal. 
The  strength  of  the  gnna  was  never  proved  by  heavy  charges  being 
fired  ont  of  them,  and  they  were  at  once  taken  into  ase.  Ont  of 
all  the  gnns  I  have  made  only  one  has  bnret.  I  could  tnm  ont 
foor  or  five  gnns  a  month  if  necessary.  My  pay  was  Rs.  70  a 
month,  and  I  occasionally  received  presents." 

This  was  not  a  bad  example  of  what  perseverance  can  accom- 
plish, for  the  guns  manofactored  are  said  by  oat  gnnnera  to  be 
very  well  made,  lacking  only  finish.  The  Armstrong  breech- 
loaders would  be  creditable  to  an  English  fonndet,  and  we  are 
now  testing  many  of  them  to  see  if  they  cannot  be  need  for  the 
defences  of  Sherpor.  A  great  number  of  small  brass  gnns  for 
mountain  batteries  were  a^  made.  The  old  ordnance  was 
broken  np,  and  new  gone  were  cast  in  the  Bala  Kissar  Arsenal, 
the  boring  and  polishing  being  done  at  the  Deh-i-Afghan  water- 
mills.  The  alloy  in  these  brass  gnns  contains  a  larger  per- 
centage of  copper  than  we  generally  ase.    The  water-miUs  to 
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wUch  reference  has  been  made  can  still  be  seen — a  huge  wheel 
with  a  long  wooden  shaft  in  which  the  boring-tool  was  fixed. 
With  sach  simple  means  it  seems  almost  impossible  that  hea^ 
gnns  could  be  bored,  bat  still  the  work  was  done,  slowly  it  is 
trae,  but  efTectnally. 

The  mannfactnre  of  amall-arms  was  not  such  a  sncceas. 
Eootnb-nd-din,  a  Cabnl  gtmsmith,  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
Bala  HiBsar  Arsenal,  and  workmen  under  his  direction  made 
2,000  Sniders  and  8,000  Enfields.  The  Afghans  placed  bat  little 
faith  in  their  imitation  of  oar  rifles ;  they  found  that  the  breech- 
action  of  the  Snider  would  not  act,  the  extractor  often  failing  to 
throw  oat  the  cartridge-case  ailer  firing,  while  the  grooving  of 
the  Enfields  was  so  imperfect,  that  the  barrel  quickly  got "  leaded," 
i.e.,  the  grooves  were  filled  with  lead  stripped  from  the  ballet 
as  it  was  driven  oat  by  the  charge.  It  is  worth  remaiking 
that  in  the  Amir's  palace  were  found  several  rifles  of  different 
patterns  (the  French  Ghassepot  among  them),  and  each  had  its 
Cubuli  imitation.  No  donbt  various  experiments  were  made 
before  the  Snider  was  finally  adopted. 

There  was  never  any  lack  of  gunpowder  in  Cabnl,  as  the  AmiT 
employed  six  contractors  to  turn  out  the  qnantities  he  needed. 
Each  mill  conld  make  two  maunds  a  day,  and  the  total  daily  ont-tom 
on  an  emergency  would  be  nearly  1,000  Ibe.  These  contractors  wera 
also  ready  to  start  other  smaller  mills  during  war-time,  bo  that 
doabtless  a  ton  of  powder  coald  have  been  supplied  every  day  as  long 
as  funds  were  forthcoming.  The  composition  of  the  powder  was 
seventy-five  parts  of  saltpetre,  ten  of  salphur,  and  fifteen  of  charcoal. 
Bamian  supplied  the  sulphur,  with  occasional  amall  quantities  &om 
Hazara  and  the  Derajat.  Saltpetre  aboundsnear  Cabal, andexcellent 
charcoal  is  made  from  the  thousands  of  small  willow-trees  which  line 
eveiy  watercourse  in  Chardeh  and  the  near  valleys.  The  ooarse- 
grain  powder  for  muzzle-loading  guns  was  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  Rs.  S 
per  lb.,  while  that  used  for  breech-loading  field-gons  and  for  rifles 
was  Rs.  S  per  lb.  The  powder,  as  a  role,  is  far  inferior  to  that  of 
European  make,  as  the  Afghans  do  not  understand  the  final  process 
of  glazing,  which  adds  ^  much  to  the  strength  of  the  composition. 
Shot  and  shell  were  strictly  copied  &om  the  patterns  brought 
from    India,  bat  time-fuses    were   not   nnderstood.     A  barsting 
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charge — the  secret  of  which  was  held  bj  a  Herat! — was  naed,  and 
not  until  jast  before  the  war  of  1879  were  fnaee  mode  in  the 
Bala  Hissar.  They  are  not  a  Bnccess,  the  delicate  nature  of  the 
fnse  not  being  properly  appreciated.  In  the  matter  of  small-arm 
cartridges,  the  Afifi^an  smiths  deserve  much  credit.  Sixty  of  them 
were  constantly  engaged  in  the  Bala  Hissar  Arsenal  making  np 
cartridges,  and  their  Snider  smmnDition  is  excellent.  The  casea 
are  made  by  hand,  and  are  technically  known  as  "  solid  cold-drawn 
brasB,"  The  bases  are  very  strong,  and  the  cases  can  be  refilled 
many  times.  In  a  country  where  there  is  no  machinery  for 
taming  ont  millions  of  cartridges  in  a  few  days,  this  is  a  great 
adrantage.  Two  clerer  Cabnlis,  Safi  Abdnl  Latif  and  Safi  Abdal 
Halt,  invented  a  machine  for  making  percnasion  caps,  eqnal  to 
taming  oat  6,000  a  day.  The  detonating  composition  is  fairly 
good,  but  spoils  if  the  caps  are  kept  for  two  or  three  years.  Con- 
sidering there  were  millions  of  caps  still  in  the  unopened  boxes 
sent  &om  Dnm-Dam  Arsenal  to  Shere  All,  native-made  caps  were 
not  mach  needed.  Gan  carriages  and  limbers  were  made  on  the 
English  pattern,  the  guns  captured  in  the  disastrous  business  of 
1841-42  serring  as  models  in  addition  to  the  siege-train  given  by 
Lord  Mayo. 

Among  Shere  Ali's  other  improvements  in  his  "  War  Depart- 
ment "  was  the  establishment  of  a  Clothing  Department,  which 
bad  for  its  object  the  equipment  of  his  soldiers  in  proper  uniforms. 
The  tunics,  troasers,  kilts,  gaiters,  helmets,  &c.,  are  all  neatly 
made ;  and  as  each  soldier  received  a  new  nniform  every  two  years, 
the  regular  regiments  ought  to  have  been  smart  and  well  set-up. 
That  they  were  not  so  was  chiefly  due  to  the  laxity  of  discipline 
and  the  incompetence  of  their  officers.  Pouch-belts  and  bayonet 
frogs  on  the  En^sh  pattern  were  served  oat,  and  the  cavalry 
were  all  fomished  with  new  swords,  slightly  carved  like  those  used 
by  oar  own  sowars.  The  steel  is  generally  very  soft,  but  the  blade 
is  well-tempered,  and  takes  an  edge  so  keen,  that  even  a  slight 
blow  leaven  a  deep  gash.  Shere  All's  ambition,  while  thus  per- 
fecting his  armament,  was  to  build  a  fortress  of  huge  dimensions, 
and  Sherpur  was  accordingly  began.  The  subsidy  paid  yearly  by 
the  Indian  Government  gave  him  money  to  lavish  in  tlus  direc- 
tion,  and  ihe  cantonments  our  troops  are  now  occupying  were  laid 
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oat  on  a  scale  that  even  to  European  ideas  Beems  enormonB.  Tlu 
fortress  was  to  have  been  in  the  shape  of  a  huge  sqaare  with 
walls  3,000  yards  long ;  and  on  the  Bemam  Heights,  in  the 
middle,  a  strong  citadel  was  to  have  risen — "  the  New  Bala  Hissar." 
At  the  foot  of  the  sonthem  slope,  below  the  citadel,  a  splendid 
palace  was  mapped  ont,  the  strong  foundations  of  which  even 
now  show  how  imposing  the  boilding  woold  have  been.  Shere 
Ali's  quarrel  with  the  British  pat  an  end  to  hia  ambitions  schemes, 
and  Sherpar  remains  to  this  day  iocomplete ;  while  away  in  the 
Hazara  Darakht  defile,  thonsands  of  logs  are  lying,  ready  sqaared, 
which  the  Gajis  had  got  ready  for  the  barracks  which  will  now 
never  be  bailt. 

Lieatenant  Chamberlain,  in  sammariziog  the  resolt  of  bis  in- 
terestiog  inqairiea  into  Afghan  armaments,  makes  oat  the  follow- 
ing tabalar  statement : — 


NtTHBEB  or  GUKB  PBBTIODB  TO  WaB  OF  1878-79. 

Engluh  Siege  TnuB  (Elcphut)        i 

(Wiiili       „         „  „  10 

,    (Bullock) 


Honsd  Onus 


1  BnM  Qooi,        CO  I 


Hoanlain  Qniu    \  MinlS'loiden,  4S  > 
(Bnii,  00} 

TtrioM  null  Owu  of  fcdUoB 


Dednot  O^iiB  a^tond,  1879-SO      SK 

Chuu  TsnuiniBg  in  Conntrr 1S3 

These  are  believed  to  be  chiefly  in  Herat  and  Tnrkistan. 

The  number  of  rifles  entered  in  the  Qovemment  books  as  having 
been  issued  to  the  troops  are — 

Aigliib  Sniden         6,000 

„      Eofialdii'       li^OOO 

„      Eifled  Csrbimi        1,200 

„      Bramirick  EiBm     1,400 

„      Tawer  mnikeU        1,000 

„     OftnOr;  Pi«t«li       1,0W 
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Rifled  CWbinsB 


B«nti  KoSoldi         SIS 

Varioni  kindi  for  CktiItt  <ilanbl»-b«n«Ued,  Ac.) 1,C5S 

Smooth-bOTM  (prabaUj  bud;  Towir  Molkela)      1,418 

Flint  Hukeb          l.SOO 


Of  these  742  English  Enfields,  560  English  Sniders,  sad  6,427 
mnsketa,  Gaboli  Sniders  and  Enfields,  flint  muskets,  &o.,  hav* 
been  given  up,  leaving  43,146  small-amiB  in  the  coontiy. 

It  is  worth  noticing  that  no  information  could  be  got  as  to 
whence  the  English  rifled  carbines,  Brunswick  ri£es.  Tower 
moakets,  and  cavaliy  pistols  were  obtained.  The  "  Bsown  Besses  " 
were,  perhaps,  part  o$  those  taken  in  1841-43.  This  estimate  of 
arms,  it  should  be  remembersd,  takes  no  acconnt  of  the  manj 
tboosands  oi  jkezaiU,  native  pistols,  &o.,  in  the  hands  of  the 
tribesmen.  The  totals  are  suffioienlily  great  to  prove  that  the  late 
ffiiere  AJi  had  placed  Afghanistan  on  snob  a  militarj  footing,  that 
he  may  well  have  believed  he  ooold,  with  the  moantain  barriers 
between  Cabnl  and  India,  dei;  any  force  the  ^tish  eonld  spare  to 
send  against  him.  He  was  grievously  mistaken;  his  weakness 
lying  in  the  want  of  discipline  among  his  troops,  and  the  inoa- 
paeity  of  their  leaders. 

The  cost  of  the  army  which  he  had  raised  and  equipped  was  ■ 
aerioas  item  in  hia  exchequer  accounts,  if  he  ever  kept  any. 
lientesaut  Chamberlain  oompatee  it  at  19,21,19$  Caboli 
rupees,  oi  which  Be.  17,81,293  went  for  pay  to  the  army, 
Bb.  1,20,235  for  Arsenal  expenses  (not  including  Herat  and 
Torkistan),  and  Rs.  19,727  for  onifonn.  Gonsideritig  that 
Major  Hastings,  Chief  Pohtical  Officer  here,  has  oaloolatad  the 
whole  revenue  of  A^hanistan  at  only  Bs,  79,82,390,  it  will  thus 
appear  that  nearly  one-fourth  of  the  revenue  was  lavished  in 
military  ezpeoditure.  The  Amir  ought  reasonably  to  have  expected 
his  army  to  bav»  made  a  better  defence  of  his  kingdom  against 
invasion  than  the  weak  straggle  at  Ali  Maejid  and  the  Peiwar 
Kotal.    After  th«  present  oampai^,  Afghanistan  oas  never  hope 
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to  rise  to  the  position  it  occupied  ander  Sbere  Ali.  The  easy 
capture  of  Cabal  aod  214  gnus  is  a  blow  that  even  a  Dost  Mahomed 
would  fiod  it  hard  to  recover  from.  Having  dealt  with  the  armaments 
of  Afghanistan,  there  remains  the  regular  army  to  be  considered. 
We  used  to  hear  a  good  deal,  at  first,  of  the  regular  army  of 
Afghanistan,  which  Shere  Ali  had  called  into  being  and  drilled 
according  to  his  idea  of  European  tactics.  So  many  "  regiments  " 
with  a  proportionate  number  of  guns  were  said  to  be  encamped 
about  Gabul,  while  others  were  hurrying  in  from  outlying  pro- 
vinces to  swell  the  assembly.  Now  there  had  undoubtedly  been  a 
determined  effort  on  Shere  All's  part  to  make  every  male  in  the 
population  subject  to  the  conscription,  and  the  carefully  prepared 
lists  we  afterwards  found  proved  that  the  enrolments  had  been  on 
a  Urge  scale.  But  there  was  one  fault  in  the  organization  which 
told  against  all  the  Amir's  efforts, — and  that  was  the  want  of  com- 
petent  officers  to  train  the  thoasands  of  men  who  were  avaikblo 
for  the  army.  Snch  officers  as  vere  equal  to  their  work  were 
chiefly  peneionera  of  the  Indian  native  army ;  but  these  conld 
only  teach  the  sowars  and  infantry  their  drill,  and  could  scarcely 
be  expected  to  mantnuvre  even  a  brigade  in  the  field.  An  intelli- 
gent malik  once  said  to  a  British  officer  : — "  We  can  never  hope 
to  G^t  you  with  success  until  we  are  educated."  "  Welt,  why  not 
have  schools  and  colleges,  such  as  the  Sircar  builds  in  India  for 
the  people  ?  "  The  answer  was  one  given  with  a  half-contempt- 
Qons  indignation : — "  Not  that  kind  of  education ;  I  mean  nntil 
our  army  is  educated,  and  oar  officers  can  do  their  work  as  well  as 
yoors."  It  was  military  education  the  petty  chief  was  craving  for, 
and  he  was  unqnestionably  right  in  his  aspirations.  Sheire  Ali 
might  be  able  to  distribute  Enfield  and  Snider  rifles  among  his 
sepoys,  fit  out  batteries  with  every  kind  of  shot  and  shell,  and 
teach  his  men  snch  rndimentary  discipline  as  would  enable  them 
to  march  in  fairly  good  order  ;  but  he  could  never  get  beyond  this. 
Instead  of  sending  his  young  nobles  to  Europe  to  learn  the 
mysteries  of  military  science,  he  distributed  commands  among 
such  bvoorites  as  were  ready  to  take  them  with  their  emoluments ; 
and  occasionally  he  made  a  good  selection  from  among  men  of  the 
stamp  of  Daoud  Shah,  soldiers  of  fortune,  whose  courage  was 
above  saspicion,  and  who  coold  generally  keep  an  army  in  order. 
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Then  there  was  the  childieh  desiie  ever  uppermost  io  the  Amir's 
miud,  of  clothiDg  hia  troops  in  English  nniforms,  and  his  "  Army 
Clothing  Department "  tnmed  ont  imitation  Highland  and  Bifle 
oostomes,  or  old  Pandy  nniforms  by  tlie  hnndred.  The  plan  might 
have  sacceeded  if  less  attention  had  been  paid  to  dress  and  more 
to  discipline  and  musketry.  The  Afghan  does  not  lack  native 
ooorage,  and  in  hill  warfare  he  is  nnrivalled  so  long  as  it  takes  the 
shape  of  gaerilla  fighting ;  bat  once  he  is  asked  to  sink  his  identity 
and  to  become  merely  a  unit  in  a  battalion  ha  loses  all  self-confi- 
dence, and  is  apt  to  think  more  of  getting  away  than  of  Btnbbomly 
holding  his  ground  as  he  would  have  done  with  Ms  own  friends, 
led  by  his  own  molift  or  chief.  In  fact,  the  late  Afghan  campaign 
proved  beyond  doubt  that  the  A^han  "  regnlars  "  had  reached  that 
most  precarious  stage  where  the  men  are  in  a  transition  state :  not 
yet  trained  soldiers,  but  a  mob  led  by  strange  officers  whom  they 
scarcely  know,  and  whom  they  generally  dislike  becanse  they  are 
the  direct  means  of  imposing  the  irksomeness  of  disciphne  upon 
them.  A  tribesman  who  has  never'  been  enrolled  is  always  com- 
forted in  action  by  the  thought  that  if  the  battle  ends  disastroasly 
he  can  make  good  his  escape  and  probably  reach  his  village  in 
safety,  there  to  play  the  part  of  a  peaceful  peasant  proprietor  if 
his  civilized  enemy  visits  him  afterwards.  Bat  the  Afghan  sepoy 
is  in  a  very  difierent  position  :  if  he  is  trae  to  hia  salt  he  must 
remain  vrith  his  regiment  and  retire  in  some  kind  of  order,  which 
means  to  his  mind  that  the  pursuing  cavalry  will  have  a  mnoh 
better  chance  of  overtaking  him.  The  resalt  c^  this  has  been  that 
on  nearly  every  occasion  the  most  obstinate  resistance  has  been 
offered  by  tribesmen  acting  as  independent  bodies,  with  no 
organization,  but  with  a  cool  courage  which  made  them  at  times 
fijemen  worthy  of  our  steel.  To  deal  more  partionlarly  with  the 
merits  and  weaknesses  of  the  regular  troops,  and  to  contrast 
their  work  with  that  of  ghazi-led  tribesmen,  may  be  of  some 
interest. 

Upon  Sir  Frederick  Roberts's  arrival  at  Charasia,  the  Herat  and 
other  regiments  which  had  been  in  the  neighbonrhood  of  Cabul  at 
the  time  of  the  Massacre  were  induced  by  Nek  Mahomed  and 
other  sirdara  to  oppose  the  advance  of  the  British  force,  and  a 
strong  position  was  taken  up  to  prevent  the  Sang-i-Nawishta  defile 
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being  forced.  QniiH  were  placed  in  podtion,  commandB  distri- 
buted, and  an  effort  made  to  fight  a  battle  with  some  approach  to 
EnropesD  methods.  At  the  same  time  regimeiitB  were  strengthened 
by  8  number  of  the  city  people  and  by  tribesmen  &om  the 
Chardeb  Talley  and  Koh-Daman.  For  all  practical  porpoaeB, 
however,  the  action  was  foaght  on  the  A%han  side  by  regular 
koopa,  and  the  poor  show  they  made  agunst  General  Baker's 
2,000  men,  gave  eridence  of  the  weakness  before  snapected.  Oar 
enemy  was  well  armed  with  Enfield  an^  Snider  riSes,  had  plenty 
of  ammnnition,  and  was  in  a  position  which  well-traioed  troops 
could  hare  held  against  great  odds ;  and  yet  on  their  left  Major 
White,  with  100  HighlanderB,  droTe  them  from  their  most  advanced 
position,  while  on  their  right  the  72nd  and  6th  Ghoorkas,  with  a 
few  companies  of  the  6th  P.I.  and  the  23rd  Pioneers  (sapported 
only  by  foor  monntain  guns),  turned  their  fiank  and  diore  them 
in  confasion  back  npon  Indikee.  Their  rifle-fire  was  well  Buetained 
and  very  rapid,  but  badly  directed  and  not  under  control,  and  oar 
men  passed  safely  upwards  with  the  Btorm  of  ballets  rnshing  far 
aboTC  their  heads.  There  was  no  eonnter-attack  made,  althoogh 
we  had  practically  no  supports  to  &11  back  npon,  and  any  rash 
woald  have  involTed  Uie  brigade  in  a  very  awkward  position.  Oo 
the  road  leading  to  the  Sang-i-Nawisbta  taiRgi,  the  enemy  had 
twenty-six  or  thir^  gons  opposed  to  oar  single  battery  (G-3),  and 
yet  ottr  artillery  held  its  own  with  ease,  and  snoceeded  in  dia- 
monntisg  some  of  their  Armstrong  breech-loaders.  Their  leaders 
had  shown  great  patience  and  skill  in  placing  their  gons  on  com- 
manding points,  bat  the  gnnners  were  firing  almost  at  random,  as 
their  training  was  of  a  saperficial  kind.  Had  the  ranges  bean 
marked  ont,  as  at  Ali  Masjid,  they  woold  have  done  better ;  bat 
onr  rapid  advance  destroyed  what  little  confidence  they  might  have 
fblt  in  their  own  weapons. 

Again,  on  October  8th,  they  were  bold  enongh  to  engage  in  an 
artillery  dnel,  and  from  Asmai  answered  oar  gnns  on  the  Sherder- 
waza,  shot  for  shot.  Bat  not  a  man  vras  wounded  by  their  fire, 
althoa^  round-shot,  shrapnel  and  common  shell  were  all  tried 
by  their  leaders.  From  this  moment  the  Afghan  army  ceased  to 
exist  as  a  real  body,  yet  is  the  actions  which  afterwards  took 
place  we  bad  always  fiercer  fighting  and  much  greater  determina- 
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tion  Bhovn  od  the  part  of  the  adTeraaiy.  The  sepoys  and  sowara 
dispersed  to  their  homes,  carrying  their  arma  and  ammomtion 
with  them,  bat  Binking  their  drill  and  dlBcipline  and  looking  upon 
themaelveB  as  once  more  tribesmen,  bnt  better  armed  than  in  the 
days  when  they  had  only  matchlocks  and  jhezaiU  as  firearms. 
The  rising  in  December  was  not  a  re-organizatioa  of  the  army, 
bat  a  gathering  of  all  the  fighting-men  &om  Qhazni  to  Chatikar 
in  answer  to  the  appeal  of  the  mooUahs  to  their  fanaticism.  The 
short-lived  snocesB  which  followed  was  dae  chiefly  to  the  leading 
of  the  ghaziB,  who  knew  no  more  of  generalship  or  discipline 
than  oar  own  dhooIie-bearerH.  Occasionally  we  saw  some  sort  of 
marshailiog  going  on  in  the  leading  lines,  in  which  the  best-armed 
men  were  placed,  bat  this  was  dae  more  to  the  desire  on  the  part 
of  the  leaders  to  make  the  most  of  their  strength  than  to  any 
idea  of  forming  the  mob  into  battalions.  Mahomed  Jan  and 
Mnshk-i-Alam  tmsted  to  nnmbers  and  to  fanaticism,  not  to 
discipline,  to  win  their  battles,  and  their  tmst  was  fully  jnatified. 
The  losses  they  saffered  were  proportionately  small.  Our  artil- 
lery conld  never  be  concentrated  on  a  particalar  regiment  or  Bqoad- 
ron,  bat  had  to  be  directed  npon  men  in  small  scattered  groaps, 
or  on  a  line  extending  for  many  miles  across  the  country.  Again, 
when  the  unsuccessfol  attack  upon  Sberpur  was  made,  the  retreat 
or  rather  dispersion  of  the  60,000  men  was  so  rapid,  owing 
to  no  regular  army  being  with  them,  that  we  were  powerless  to 
overtake  the  fngitives ;  they  had  spread  themselves  broadcast  over 
the  country,  hidden  their  arms,  and  had  ODce  more  begun  to  play 
the  part  of  an  innocent  peasantry. 

The  reason  for  the  signal  &ulnre  of  Shere  All's  system  is  to  be 
found,  as  I  have  said,  chiefly  in  the  want  of  skilled  leaders,  mora 
particularly  of  regiments ;  but  there  is  a  further  explanation,  and 
one  which  makes  intelligible  the  comparatively  slight  losses  we 
snfiered  when  our  troops  were  greatly  outnumbered.  In  our  own 
army,  even  with  all  the  trouble  and  care  devoted  to  instructing  the 
men  in  the  principles  of  musketry,  the  rifle-fire  is  deplorably 
bad ;  thousands  of  rounds  are  expended  with  very  poor  resolts, 
and  company  officers  grow  despondent  when  volley  after  volley  is 
fired  and  no  impression  is  made  apon  the  enemy.  If  this  be  the 
case  vrith  our  weU-diseiplined  troops,  it  may  be  readily  believed 
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that  A^liao  sepoys  are  far  worse.  I  learned  from  one  of 
them  in  Cabnl  that  althongh  Enfields  and  Sniders  were  served 
oat,  each  man  only  received  three  rounds  of  ammunition  per  year 
with  which  to  gain  a  knowledge  of  his  weapon,  and  that  conee- 
qnently  they  knew  practically  nothing  of  the  capabilities  of  their 
riflea.  They  felt  that  at  close  qaarters  they  might  possibly  hit 
their  man,  but  at  longer  ranges  they  coald  not  hope  to  shoot 
well.  Their  sataral  steadiness  of  hand  and  perfect  eyesi^t,  of 
ooorse,  served  them  in  good  stead ;  but  position  drill,  the  manipu- 
lation and  sighting  of  the  rifle,  were  generally  a  mystery  to  tbem. 
This  was  the  cause  of  defeat  when  opposed  to  our  regiments, 
though  holding  positions,  such  as  the  Feiwar  and  Charasia  hills, 
which  were  capable  of  grand  defence.  For  a  time  they  Qred  rapidly 
and  resolutely,  but  seeing  no  effect  produced,  and  onr  skirmishing 
line  always  moving  forward,  they  lost  heart  and  abandoned  position 
after  position,  until  they  had  at  last  to  make  a  hasty  retreat. 
Again,  with  the  artillery  :  to  each  gun  issued  from  the  Bala  Hissar 
Arsenal  one  cartridge  was  served  out,  and  when  this  had  been 
fired  and  the  gun  had  stood  the  test,  no  farther  practice  was 
allowed.  Coald  the  gnnners  hope  to  attain  proficienoy  onder  such 
conditions  ?  This  ecooomy  of  ammunition  was  doubtless  due  to 
the  dif&Golties  of  manufacture  and  the  necessity  of  husbanding 
cartridges ;  but  it  was  a  short-sighted  policy,  and  one  which  an 
Amir  at  all  versed  in  the  art  of  war&re  woold  never  have 
adopted. 

If  the  time  should  ever  arrive  when  Afghanistan  becomes  a  pro- 
tected State  under  the  guidance  of  the  bidian  Oovemment,  and 
the  people  should  recognize  the  advantages  to  be  gained  by  an 
alliance  with  the  British,  the  best  plan  would  be,  not  to  create  a 
regular  army,  but  to  turn  the  population  into  a  huge  militia.  The 
peasantry  would  not  object  to  annual  trainings,  and  if  the  prind- 
ple  were  adopted  of  issuing  breeck-haderB  cmly,  instraoting  the 
men  in  their  use  and  allowing  them  a  &ir1y  large  number  of  rounds 
to  be  fired  underthe  eye  of  theirofBcers,  and  not  to  be  retained  under 
any  circumstances,  a  splendid  contingent  could  be  formed.  The 
men  might  retain  their  rifles,  but  the  reserve  ammnnition  ehonlj 
be  stored  in  such  a  way  that  they  could  not  gain  access  to  it.  In 
time  of   war   they  would  assemble  with  rifles  in  their  hands, 
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bat  with  empty  ammoiiitioti  poncIieB;  and  npon  the  discretion  of 
oar  officers  woald  depend  the  namber  of  ronnda  to  be  served  oat 
to  them.  The  mercenary  army  we  have  raised  in  India  owes 
its  strength  to  the  system  of  class  regiments,  and  Afghanistan 
ooald  be  similarly  dealt  with.  No  combination  between  Pathana 
and  Hazaras  woold  ever  take  place,  and  with  the  latter  kept  fnlly 
armed  and  equipped  doing  garrison  duty,  the  militia  conld  be 
called  out  as  a  Landwekr  when  occaaion  arose.  These  ideas  may 
of  course  seem  to  some  Qaixotic,  bat  perhaps  before  another 
generatioti  has  passed  away  they  may  be  realized.  If  the  French 
can  reconcile  Arabs  to  serve  in  the  Algerian  army,  there  sboold  be 
bat  little  diffioalty  in  creating,  hereafter,  an  Afghan  militia — 
always  provided  that  onr  influence  is  supreme  in  the  country, 
and  the  kingdom  enjoying  the  benefits  of  ear  administra- 
tion. 

When  the  irregular  levies  come  to  be  considered,  we  are  bound 
to  admit  at  once  that  the  fanaticism  which  animates  many  of  their 
number  often  makes  them  formidable  enemies.  Their  ghazia 
make  splendid  leaders  in  an  attack.  The  word  "ghazi"  has 
come  to  mean  in  Western  eyes  something  very  different  from  its 
legitimate  signification.  It  originally  meant  a  oonqoeror,  or  great 
hero,  and  in  this  sense  it  is  ased  in  modem  Turkey.  Osman 
Pasha  was  dubbed  "  Ohazi "  when  his  splendid  resistance  to  the 
Buflsians  saved  for  a  time  the  fate  of  his  country ;  and  the  title  is 
one  held  in  the  highest  respect  by  Mahomedans.  From  "  con- 
qoeror"  the  meaning  has  passed  into  lower  grades,  one  of  the 
commonest  being  "a  gallant  soldier"  (especially  combating 
infidels) ;  and  at  last,  in  the  common  course  of  events,  it  has  been 
appropriated  in  the  all-comprehensive  vocabulary  of  the  English 
language  with  a  distinct  and  localized  meaning.  To  us,  now,  a 
ghazi  is  simply  a  man  upon  whom  fanaticism  has  had  so  powerful 
an  effect  that  all  physical  fear  of  death  is  swamped  in  his  desire  to 
take  the  life  of  a  Kafir,  and,  with  his  soul  purified  by  the  blood  of 
the  anbehever,  to  be  translated  at  once  to  Paradise.  A  true  ghazi 
counts  no  odds  too  great  to  face,  no  danger  too  menacing  to  be 
braved :  the  certainty  of  death  only  adds  to  his  exaltation  ;  and, 
as  in  the  case  of  other  madmen,  desperation  and  insensibility  to 
oonsequences  add  enormously  to  his  mascular  powers  and  en- 
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durance.  To  kill  Bnoh  a  man  ia  sometimaa  so  difflenlt  a  taek  at 
close  quarters,  that  oar  men  have  learned  to  reepect  their  pecoliar 
mode  of  fighting,  and  a  rifle-bullet  at  a  bir  distance  checks  the 
ghazi's  course  before  he  can  dose  upon  his  assailants  with  the 
terribly  sharp  knife  he  knows  so  well  how  to  nse.  If  every  A%han 
were  a  ghozi,  as  I  once  said  doting  the  tdege  of  Sherpnr,  onr 
defences  would  have  been  carried,  and  euormons  elaoghter  would 
have  followed  on  both  sides ;  but  ghazis  are  few  and  for  between, 
though  a  ipnrious  imitation  is  not  uncommon.  This  imitation  is 
often  token  for  the  real  article,  whereas  bhang  or  some  other 
stimalast  is  the  motive  power,  and  not  desperate  fanaticism.  The 
misntie  of  the  word  "  ghazi "  is  strikingly  seen  in  the  accounts  of 
the  last  war  forty  years  ago.  We  are  told  of  bands  of  gham, 
many  thousands  strong,  harassing  the  retreating  army  and  cutting 
off  stragglers ;  and  these  ghazis  are  always  spoken  of  as  being 
qaite  out  of  the  control  of  Akhbar  Khan.  If  they  had  been  tme 
ghazis  they  woald  hare  made  short  work  of  oar  Uttle  army  long 
before  it  reached  the  Khnrd  Cabul.  Their  fonaticism  would  have 
carried  them  into  the  midst  of  the  soldiers ;  fiir  what  reddiance 
can  be  made  to  madmen  who  desire  death,  and  have  thrown  all 
thooghta  of  retreat  to  the  winds  ?  Only  a  few  weeks  after  th« 
dispersion  of  Mahomed  Jan's  army  from  before  Sherpor,  absurd 
alarmist  telegrams  were  circulated  in  India  and  England  of  a 
gathering  of  20,000  ghazis  on  the  Ghazni  Boad,  only  fifty  miles 
from  Gabnl,  and  another  disaster  was  fbretold  by  every  soaker, 
who  found  as  much  comfort  in  the  awful  word  "ghozi"  os  did 
t^e  old  woman  in  many-syllabled  Mesopotamio.  If  that  namber 
of  ghazis  had  been  within  fifty  miles  of  ds,  we  might,  indeed, 
hove  had  onr  work  cat  out  for  us ;  bat  not  in  the  whole  of 
A^aniston  could  so  many  be  foond.  It  is  not  given  to  every 
man  to  rise  to  such  o  pitch  of  religious  exaltation,  uid  fortunate 
for  on  "  infidel "  army  it  is  ;ioi.  To  see  how  thoosands  of  ghoai 
ore  always  being  spoken  of,  one  would  imagine  they  were  a  powerful 
cloD,  similar  to  the  Ghilzois,  Eohistonis,  or  AMdis.  Jnst  as  the 
shining  light  of  a  missionary  meeting  at  home  described  "  zenana 
missions"  as  being  missions  sent  to  "Zenana,  o  district  of 
Northern  India,  fimitfnl  and  densely-populated,  bat  with  its 
wretched  inhabitonts  steeped  in  heathen  ignorance,"  so  do  sen- 
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satdon-mongerB  dieBB  oat  these  ghazis  kb  a  distioct  section  of 
Pathans,  who  gather  together  in  their  thousands  whenever  there  is 
an  appeal  to  arms.  To  them  it  would  seem  as  eaEr^  to  collect 
gfaazis  as  to  gather  grapes — and  certainly  the  two  products  are 
noteworthy  enough  in  this  sterile  country — bat  practical  acquaint- 
ance widi  the  form  bnaticism  SBsatneB  aboat  Cabal  shova  only 
too  clearly  that  cot  of  a  crowd  of  50,000  armed  ianatics,  snoh  as 
lately  held  Cabal,  not  one  in  a  hundred  rises  to  the  supreme  rank 
of  a  ^lazi.  They  are  not  bom  and  bred  to  the  vocation  :  chance 
makes  them  what  they  are,  and  our  men  know  that  a  stray  spark 
of  enthusiasm  may  kindle  their  fanaticiBm  and  send  them  into  oar 
midst.  The  ghazi  in  A^hanistan,  his  true  abode,  answers  to  the 
BBsassin  in  Western  eoantries,  where  enthusiasm  in  religions  or 
political  matters  arouses  him  to  shoot  a  priest  at  the  altar,  or  etab 
%  king  in  his  palace.  How  the  ghazi,  the  "  conqueror  of  death," 
as  he  deserves  to  be  called,  rises  into  being  may  be  told  with 
•nffident  local  colouring  to  make  the  story  more  than  common- 
place. 

An  infidel  army  is  in  oocapation  of  the  country,  and  auder  the 
outward  cloak  of  sudden  sabmission  is  hidden  deep  hatred  of  the 
intruders  on  account  of  race  and  religion.  In  every  village  and 
hamlet  the  men  listen  eagerly  to  the  preaching  of  the  mooUahs, 
who  stir  up  their  passions  by  lying  stories  of  the  coming  time 
when  their  religion  will  be  insulted  and  their  zenanas  violated  by 
the  Kafirs.  The  appeal  is  made  first  to  the  two  objects  most 
precious  in  the  eyes  of  an  Afghan  or  of  any  other  Mahomedan — 
his  faith  and  his  women.  When  paasionB  have  been  deeply  enough 
stirred,  the  moollak  warms  to  hia  work.  A  Koran,  wrapped  and 
rewrapped  in  silks,  and  carefully  protected  from  defiling  influenceB, 
is  drawn  &om  iii6  priest'B  breast,  and  every  passage  imposing  upon 
true  Mabomedans  the  duty  of  destroying  all  unbelievers  is  quoted 
with  vehement  eloquence.  The  mooUak  is  to  these  ignorant 
peasants  the  link  between  this  world  and  the  next ;  in  him  they 
place  all  trust ;  and  as  they  listen  to  his  fierce  barangufis,  they 
are  ready  to  do  all  that  he  requires  of  them.  He  is  vested  with 
mysterious  attributes,  rising  occasionally  to  miracle-working ;  and 
with  quiet  assurance  he  promises  that,  if  they  attack  the  infidels 
"  in  the  proper  spirit  and  ia  foil  faith,"  ballets  shall  turn  harm- 
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lessly  aside,  bayonets  shall  not  pierce  them,  and  their  poshteens 
thrown  over  the  cannon's  month  shall  check  shot  and  shell.  The 
priesihood  in  all  ages  baye  traded  apon  the  crednlity  of  the  people, 
and  have  abased  their  power  withoat  qnalms  of  conscience  to 
obtain  their  ends.  Is  it  any  more  wonderful  thftt  an  Afghan 
tribesman,  ebat  oat  from  the  wonders  of  the  outer  world,  ahoold 
beliere  the  dap-trap  of  his  priest,  than  that  higbly-cnltnred 
scholars  in  the  fall  glare  of  oivilizatioii  should  accept  the  dogmas 
of  Papa!  Infallibility,  or  a  crowd  of  deTOtees  watch  wiih  awe- 
stricken  faces  the  liquefaction,  periodically,  of  the  blood  of  a  saint 
dead  and  gone  ages  ago  ?  Yet  such  things  have  been  in  modem 
Earope,  and  the  world  has  forgotten  to  smile.  The  mooViah  is 
merely  a  clever  trickster  in  his  own  sphere,  though,  like  many 
other  priests,  he  comes  often  to  beliere  in  his  own  supeniataml 
powers,  and  then  sinks  to  the  level  of  his  followers.  And  the 
ghazi  is  the  creatare  of  the  mooUah.  The  latter's  eloquence  is 
listened  to  by  some  more  than  usaally  susceptible  villager,  whose 
enthnaiasm  is  aroused  to  fever  heat  by  a  glowing  story  of  a  ghazi, 
who  went  into  the  infidel  camp,  cut  down  two  or  three  Kafirs,  and 
died  the  death  of  a  martyr,  bis  soul  going  straight  to  the  laps  of 
the  howrit,  and  his  name  living  for  ever  among  his  kindred. 
Shall  he  not  emulate  such  a  glorious  example,  so  that  bis  children 
and  his  children's  children  may  band  down  his  name  to  all 
generations  as  a  Gthazi  AUah-din — a  "  Champion  of  the  Faith?" 
The  mooUah't  preaching  has  had  its  effect,  and  a  ghazi  has  been 
called  into  being.  If  a  great  jehad  is  being  preached,  thftt  man 
vriU  always  be  in  the  forefront  of  the  battle,  and  will  probably 
carry  the  standard  of  his  clan,  blessed  b;  the  mooUah  who  has 
aroused  the  tribesmen.  The  fiery  cross,  which  was  sped  ftom  end 
to  end  of  the  Scottish  Highlands  in  the  old  days,  when  the  call  to 
arms  was  made,  was  no  more  powerful  than  is  the  Koran  now, 
carried  from  village  to  village  by  the  vwoUah  of  Afghanistan.  But 
a  few  weeks  ago  the  axdh-mooUah,  Mushk-i-Alam,  sent  out  his 
message  &om  Charkb,  and  how  well  it  vras  responded  to  we  aro 
living  witnesses.  With  ghazis  in  tbeir  midst  to  lead  the  timorooa, 
and  moo/{a^alwaysathand  to  hn  their  hnaticism,  Mahomed  Jan's 
rabble  did  wonders.  How  the  ghazis  acquitted  themselTes  oar 
men  well  know — many  poor  fellows  to  their  cost. 
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In  the  ootioD  id  the  Chardeb  Valley  the  Btandard-bearerB 
rushed  on  even  when  onr  caTali;  charged,  and  no  more  reckless 
rnsh  was  erer  made.  Many  went  down,  bnt  abont  them  were 
others  eqaal  in  desperation.  A  trooper  of  the  9th  transfixed  a 
man  with  his  lance :  the  ghazi  wriggled  np  like  an  eel,  grasped 
the  lance  with  bis  left  band,  and,  with  one  stroke  of  the  knife,  oat 
throQgb  the  lancer'a  hand  and  the  tongh  shaft  as  it  had  been  of 
tinder.  This  is  not  romancing :  the  trooper  is  still  living,  bnt 
minns  the  fingers  of  his  right  hand.  On  the  18th  December, 
when  the  92nd  Highlanders  stormed  the  Takht-i-8hah  Peak, 
isolated  bands  of  gbazia  stood  to  their  posts  when  theii  comrades 
were  in  fnll  retreat,  and  were  shot  and  bayoneted  in  desperate 
hand-to-hand  encounters.  On  the  14tb  the  ghazis  were  so  pro- 
minent, that  Mahomed  Jan  owed  all  hia  snocess  to  their  daring 
leadership  np  the  Asmai  Heights,  although  many  a  white<clothed 
figore  went  down  before  that  sncoess  was  gained.  In  the  early 
part  of  the  day  the  last  sungar  on  the  Asmai  Heights  was  held  by 
a  score  of  these  fanatics  when  all  else  had  fled.  The  banners  were 
planted  on  the  rude  atone  walls ;  and  when  Colonel  Brownlow  and 
the  Highlanders  made  the  final  rash,  the  scene  was  an  exciting  one. 
What  conid  be  finer  than  the  desperate  leap  oat  of  tiie  mngar  by 
the  ghazi  who  attacked  Lance-Corporal  Seller,  onr  first  man  for- 
ward ?  Nothing  bnt  &natical  madness  oonld  have  drawn  a  man 
&om  the  temporary  shelter  of  the  eungar  while  there  was  still  a 
chance  of  escape  down  the  hill ;  the  ghazi  folfilled  his  kismut  ,■ 
BO  let  ns  hope  all  is  well  with  him.  Then,  when  the  enemy 
streamed  ont  ttom  Indikee  into  the  Chardeh  Valley,  and  came 
straight  npon  the  hills  held  by  onr  troops,  their  standard-bearers, 
chiefly  ghazis,  were  well  in  front,  and  the  rash  upwards  was  led  by 
these  men,  who  at  times  were  100  yards  in  front  of  the  main  body. 
When  our  men  were  forced  back  from  the  conical  hill,  the  ghazis 
were  the  first  to  crown  the  rocks ;  and  the  splendid  way  in  which 
they  planted  their  standards  on  the  Asmai  Heights  as  the  High- 
landers and  Qnides  were  withdrawn,  was  worthy  of  all  respect. 
The  steady  volleys  of  Colonel  Brownlow's  men  kept  back  the  main 
body;  bnt  yard  by  yard,  as  our  soldiers  fell  back,  flags  were 
pushed  np  from  behind  protecting  rooks,  their  bearers  being  at 
times  within  fifty  paces  of  onr  rifles.    With  sncb  leaders,  even 
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cowards  mast  have  rushed  on,  and  it  mast  have  been  b  prond 
moment  for  the  ghazis  when  they  held  the  OMst  of  the  hill,  and 
watched  oar  troops  slowly  filing  off  into  Sherpnr. 

They  played  the  same  prominent  part  during  the  siege,  bat  they 
were  ill-snpported,  and  thoogh  a  few  sncoeeded  once  in  placing  a 
flag  within  260  jnods  of  the  comer  bastion  looking  towards  Deh- 
i-A^han,  not  a  man  remained,  when  night  fell,  to  remove  their 
cherished  trophy :  oor  Martinis  had  proved  too  fatal  at  so  short 
a  range.  In  the  final  assault  on  December  28rd,  the  fanatical 
leaders  were  again  in  the  van ;  and  if  they  had  been  followed  by 
the  thonaands  who  hang  back  so  irreBolntely,  then  there  mi^t  have 
been  a  hand-to-hand  fight  in  onr  trenches.  In  isolated  instances, 
a  ghazi  wonld  be  seen  within  a  few  score- yards  of  onr  defiances, 
only  to  go  down  riddled  through  and  through,  though  one  more 
desperate  than  his  companions  reached  the  o&afti*  and  had  begun 
to  pull  away  the  intercepting  branches  when  he  also  was  shot.  To 
quote  more  instances  of  the  audacity  of  the  ghazi  wonld  be  nee- 
less.  I  have  said  enough  to-  prove  hia  recklessness  and  to  show 
that,  with  an  army  of  audi  men  against  as,  even  our  splendid 
arms  and  steady  discipline  might  aroil  nothing.  Bat  the  trae 
ghazi  is  a  phenomenon — be  at  least  deserves  the  soientific  and 
sonorous  title — and  even  A%ban  bnaticiBm  cannot  bring  fortii 
many,  however  great  may  be  the  eloquence  of  the  rmoUah*.  Of 
the  more  despicable  ghazi — ^the  man  who  runs  amack  in  an  infidel 
camp  or  vraylayS  a  Kafir  in  the  streets  of  a  city— I  have  nothing  to 
say.  Cabul  has  been  free  &om  saoh  pests,  and  we  do  not  wish  to 
hear  the  cry  of  "  ghazi  I  "  raised.  The  fanatic  generally  takes  so 
much  killing  that  oor  revolver  unmonition  would  ran  short  were 
he  to  put  in  an  appearance  periodically. 
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CHAPTER  XXIT. 

Tha  OoUook  >t  CWxil  in  FsbrMtj— Appointomit  of  Hi.  Lepd  GMfBn  lo  b«  OUoC 

FolitioJ  Offien— Abdnr  Bahmui  Ehui  in  Btdakiliui— Nsk  M&hamed  ia  TnrUaUn 
— pTDbkble  llo*em«nt«  of  tbe  Two  SinJari — Bii^i^h;  of  Abdnr  Buhnuui  Kli»n^ 
His  Straggle  witb  Share  A!i— ^lUiaB  Bafoge  irith  tlie  Ranius  in  Tarkintui— Sir 
Kcbard  Pollook's  Eatimale  of  hii  Chuwiter — Hii  B«1>tioni  with  tha  Bnaouia — 
Biognphy  of  Hnahk-i-Alam,  the  JfooUojl— Hia  Power  over  tbe  Tribto— lUhoned 
HiuftTi  Ehux'fl  Ijfe — HU  BanitB  ^^ocUritioi — AmutnllEh  Ebu  and  the  Ktvthom 
QhHiaij — Dsond  ShKh'i  Career — Serrm  imdar  AkhW  EhMt  and  Share  AU — 
B«Hoiu  for  hti  DaportaUon  lo  India. 

It  would  be  scarcely  worth  while  to  reproduce  letters  whioh  dealt 
chiefly  with  cnrrent  mmotirs  of  Mahomed  Jan's  moyementa,  and  I 
will  therefore  only  give  extracts  safKcient  to  moke  clear  the  eourae 
of  events.  Onr  OoTeraor  of  Kohistan  was  never  able  to  get  be- 
yond Baba  Kaob  Ear,  and  Mahomed  J&n's  agento  in  Logar, 
Wardak,  and  Maidan  were  constantly  heard  of.  Writing  on 
February  1, 1  said : — 

It  Heema  likely  that  we  shall  hare  to  visit  Ghazni,  which  is 
now  the  head-qnarters  of  the  malcontents,  nnless  some  declara- 
tion of  policy  by  the  Home  Government  pnts  an  end  to  onr  occa- 
pation  of  Cabal.  General  Roberts  has  asked  for  the  heavy  bat- 
tery to  be  sent  np  from  Peshawar,  and  with  three  40-poanders 
and  two  8-inch  howitzers,  we  coald  batter  tbe  Obosni  fortress 
aboat  the  ears  of  its  defenders.  Id  Sherpnr  the  gone  captured 
&om  the  enemy  in  October  are  being  tried,  and  a  certain  namber 
foond  serviceable  are  being  pat  in  order.  Some  garrison  artillery- 
men &om  Peshawar  are  being  sent  ap,  and  will  form  onr  garrison 
battery  here. 

The  political  dead-lock  rentains  onchanged.  Oar  policy  of 
"  benevolent  inactivity "  has  not  altt^ether  pleased  some  of  the 
local  sirdars,  who  are  nothing,  if  not  place-banters.  They  have 
seen  Wall  Mahomed  made  Governor  of  Cabal,  and  no  doabt  it  vras 
expected  that  positions  of  "  tinst "  would  be  assigned  to  then.  But 
they  have  been  disappointed,  and,  in  retam,  have  vented  their 
anger  and  disgast  by  posting  fbor  or  five  seditions  placards  on  the 
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walls  of  the  ci^.  The  tenor  of  tiiese  waa  to  point  oat  how  maeh 
better  off  the  people  were  nnder  the  old  Amira  thaa  under  Goieral 
RobertB,  whom  they  aocase  of  Binning  "  through  foolishness  and 
ignorance" — perhaps  of  their  own  personal  wants.  Sach  ahase 
hnrta  no  one,  and  can  hare  bnt  little  effect  upon  the  popular 
mind,  for  there  can  be  no  mistake  as  regards  our  leniency  towards 
Cabnl  itself.  The  appointment  of  Mr.  Lepel  Griffin  to  be  Chief 
Political  Officer  here  has  been  announced  b;  the  Oovemment  of 
India,  and  has  given  general  satisfaction  in  cantonments,  as  the 
political  work  now  done  bj  the  General  will  be  minimized,  and  hia 
hands  will  be  free  to  deal  more  fnlly  with  matters  purely  military. 
One  thing  is  fervently  desired,  and  that  is  that  Mr.  Lepel  Griffin 
will  come  with  a  programme  of  policy  in  bis  pocket,  as  it  is  too 
aggravating  to  have  a  General  and  his  army  in  the  unpleasant 
position  of  a  ship  at  sea  withont  orders :  liable  to  be  knocked 
abont  by  every  gale  that  blows,  and  yet  without  any  port  to  make 
for.  The  best  crew  in  the  world  would  grow  discontented  nnder 
sach  circnmstanoes.  We  have  had  oor  boffeting,  and  have 
weathered  it,  and  now  we  shonld  like  &ir  weather  and  clear 
instmctions  as  to  oor  fntnre  destination. 

16t%  February. 
It  is  rather  difficult  at  present  to  follow  the  movements  of 
Abdnr  Rahman  Khan,  whose  name  now  is  oflener  in  men's 
months  tlian  that  of  any  other  Afghan  chief  of  importance.  As 
I  predicted,  Abdnr  Rahman  seems  likely  to  play  a  leading  part  in 
A^hanistan,  and  his  reported  arrival  in  Badakshan  shows  that  his 
inflnence  may  be  felt  npon  local  politics  at  any  moment.  We 
have  always  bad  mnch  tronble  in  getting  news  of  Tnrkistan 
affairs;  and  though  we  heard  from  European  telegrams  that 
Abdur  Rahman  had  been  dismissed  by  the  Kassians,  and  had 
started  to  try  his  fortanea  again  in  Afghanistan,  we  conld  not 
gain  truBtworthy  reports  of  his  arrival  south  of  the  Oxus.  Once, 
it  is  true,  he  was  said  to  be  at  Balkh ;  bnt  no  confirmation  of  the 
report  was  forthcoming,  and  it  was  soon  disbelieved.  Now,  at 
last,  we  have  new  acconnts  of  his  movements.  Merchants  in 
Gabul  have  received  letters  from  agents  at  Balkh,  in  which  it  is 
distinctly  stated  that  the  exiled  son  of  Mir  Afznl  Khan  is  in 
Badakshan,  with  8,000  Turcomans,  and  is  preparing  to  make 
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good  hifi  claims  to  the  Amiiship.  Withoat  jomping  to  od;  ntsh 
concIasionB,  it  may  be  poB&ible  to  explain  dearly  enoagh  tlie  tnin 
of  circamatonces  vliich  have  brought  Abdar  Rahman  once  more 
to  the  front.  The  death  of  Shore  Ali  and  the  acceBsion  of  Takab 
Khan  might  have  tempted  biT<i  to  make  another  effort  for  the 
throne ;  bat  vithont  the  OBsistance  and  countenance  of  BasBia, 
he  could  scarcely  hope  to  be  SDCceBBfoI.  To  raise  an  army  money 
is  needed ;  and  though  the  HnsBians  vere  considerate  enough  to 
pay  the  exiled  prince  a  liberal  pension,  they  were  too  anzioas  to 
keep  on  good  terms  with  England  to  subsidize  a  pretender  to  the 
Amirship  just  when  the  Treaty  of  Qundamak  bad  been  signed. 
Abdur  BohmaD  may  have  been  oonTinced,  also,  that  Yakub  Khan 
would  never  be  strong  enough  to  cany  out  the  treaty,  and  that 
his  downfall,  either  at  the  hands  of  his  own  subjects  or  of  the 
British,  would  leave  Cabal  open  to  other  competitors.  The  mas- 
sacre of  our  Envoy,  the  march  of  Sir  F.  Boberts's  force  npon 
Gabnl,  and  the  dispersion  of  the  rebel  army,  followed  each  other 
BO  rapidly,  that  the  country  was  paralysed  as  far  as  active  resist- 
ance went.  The  flight  of  Nek  Mahomed  (uncle  of  Abdur  Etahman) 
to  Banian  territory  vras  the  signal  for  the  collapse  of  the  Afghan 
army,  and  doubtless  the  fugitive  General  warned  hie  nephew  that, 
to  attempt  any  campaign  while  the  British  were  posing  as  the 
protectors  of  Yakub  Ehao  and  the  conquerors  of  Gabul,  would  be 
little  short  of  madness.  Besides,  if  Yakub  Khan  were  to  be 
reinstated,  and  his  role  made  Beeore  by  a  new  British  alliance, 
rebeUion  against  him  would  be  full  of  danger.  That,  in  case  of 
certain  contingencies,  a  plan  of  action  was  arranged  between 
Abdur  Rahman  and  Nek  Mahomed  would  appear  certain ;  and  it 
is  balf-BOBpected  that  Russian  sympathy  was  freely  extended  to 
them,  and  a  hint  given  that  practical  aid  wonld  also  be  afforded 
when  the  plan  was  ripe  for  execution.  Tbey  were  waiting  upon 
Providence ;  and  the  first  reward  for  their  patience  was  the  deport- 
ation of  Yakub  Khan  to  India  on  December  Ist,  and  the  assump- 
tion by  the  British  of  the  temporary  sovereignty  of  CabnI.  The 
Amirship  thus  became  vacant ;  and  Abdur  Bahman,  as  the  son  of 
Mir  Aizul  Khan,  eldest  son  of  Dost  Mahomed,  could  fairly  lay  claim 
to  the  throne.  Yakub  Khan's  son  vras  a  mere  diild ;  there  was 
no  one  of  any  great  inflnence  in  the  British  camp  who  ooold  hope 
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to  be  aacoesafol  as  Amir ;  and  who  so  likely  to  be  welcoiaed  by 
the  people  as  Abdar  Bahman,  a  foTonrite  alike  with  the  army  and 
the  trihee?  TbeyeAiuJ  preached  by  Mashk-i-AIam,  and  the  tem- 
porary success  of  Mahomed  Jan's  army  at  Sherpor,  mnst  hare 
more  than  ever  convinced  the  exiles  that  their  chance  had  come 
and  their  plan  might  be  pot  to  the  test.  What  that  plan  vas  can 
only  be  judged  by  after-erents ;  but  its  broad  oatlines  seem  to 
have  been  the  raising  and  equipping  of  a  body  of  Tnrcoman  horse 
and  the  crossing  of  the  Oxns  at  two  points.  Abdnr  Bahmaa 
directed  his  steps  towards  Badakshan,  where  his  wife's  kinsmen 
are  in  power ;  while  Nek  Mahomed  passed  into  Tnrkiatan  by  the 
Kilif  feny,  fifty  miles  north-west  of  Balkb.  Abdnr  Rahman's 
force  is  said  to  have  been  2,000  or  8,000  Turcoman  horsemen ; 
and  his  treasore-ehest,  by  native  report,  contained  12  lakhs  of 
rupees  in  Bokhara  gold  iWaiw  when  he  crossed  the  river.  Nek 
Mahomed's  escort  is  also  made  np  of  Turcomans ;  and  his  object 
seems  to  be  to  gain  over  Gholam  Hyder,  Governor  of  Tnrkistan, 
while  Abdnr  Rahman  raises  levies  in  Badakshan.  A  powerful 
combination  wonld  thus  be  formed  north  of  the  Hindu  Eash ;  and 
by  the  spring,  which  brings  with  it  the  melting  of  the  snows  and 
the  opening  of  the  Passes  abont  Charikar  and  Bamian,  the  pre- 
tender to  the  throne  ahonld  have  nnder  his  orders  a  well-eqnipped 
and  nameronB  army.  Perhaps  the  most  important  work  to  be 
done  before  Abdnr  Bahman  conld  move  oat  of  Badakshan  was  the 
gtuning  of  Gholam  Hyder's  co-operation.  In  a  letter  written  two 
months  1^0  I  showed  that  the  Governor  of  Tnrkistan  really  held 
only  the  country  south  of  the  Oxas  between  Aehak  and  Aki^ ;  a 
Kirghiz  chief  having  raided  into  the  districts  west  of  Akoha,  while 
the  Ehan  of  Kandnz  (120  miles  east  of  Balkh)  was  supreme  in 
the  hill  -  country  between  Aebak  and  Badakshan.  Gholam 
Hyder's  povrer  lies  mainly  in  his  possession  of  one  or  two  field 
batteries,  and  in  having  under  his  orders  several  regiments  of 
cavalry  and  infantry,  many  of  whom  are  well-armed  with  rifles 
made  on  English  patterns.  From  reports  which  have  reached 
Gabul  it  would  appear  that  he  was  very  nneasy  when  the  fact  of 
Abdnr  Rahman's  and  Nek  Mahomed's  presence  to  east  and  west 
of  him  became  known.  He  was  at  first  donbtfnl  of  their  inten- 
tions, and,  as  a  precantionaty  measure,  massed  his  cavalry  and 
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gtuiB  ftt  Mssar-i-Sfaimf,  one  maich  Boath-eaat  of  Balkb.  In  the 
meantime  Abdnr  Bohmao,  with  the  aid  of  hiB  12  lakhs  (of  which 
it  is  shrewdly  sufrpeeted  that  at  least  half  was  given  to  him  as  a 
subsidy  by  the  BaSBians),  tb8  making  it  deai  in  the  eyes  of  the 
BadakshaniB  that  his  new  expedition  was  something  more  than  a 
visionary  attempt  to  regain  Cabal.  One  of  his  wives  is  a  daoghter 
of  Jehandor  Shah,  late  Mir  of  Badokshan,  whose  son  now  gorems 
at  Faizabad,  the  capital  of  this  northern  province.  So  BaeeesBfoI 
has  Abdnr  Bahman  been,  that  he  has  not  only  won  over  the  Bodok- 
shanis,  bnt  also  the  Ehou  of  Eondoz,  who  has  offered  him  help 
in  hlB  new  vsntnre,  Bnmonr  also  states  that  Gholam  Hyder  has 
cast  in  his  bt  vritb  the  pretender,  and  that  an  amicable  meeting 
between  their  forces  is  to  take  place  at  Mazar-i-Sharif.  Of  coarse, 
it  is  possible  that  affidrs  have  not  rnn  so  smoothly  as  represented ; 
bat  still  native  romonr  is  wonderfully  correct  as  a  rule,  and  the 
appearance  of  Abdnr  Bahman  is  a  new  and  most  important  bctor 
in  the  Afghan  problem.  He  has  with  him  Ishak  Ehan,  son  of 
Sirdar  Azim  Ehan,  who  was  Amir  for  a  short  time  when  Shere 
All's  fortunes  were  at  their  lowest  ebb.  I  have  before  spoken  of 
Abdar  Rahman's  popularity,  and  his  soldierly  qaalities  are  nni- 
versally  acknowledged.  What  his  fntore  plans  may  be,  can  only 
be  conjectnred.  The  timid  and  cbataoterlesB  sirdars  we  have  now 
vrith  ns  are  rather  alarmed  at  his  approach,  and  their  aneasinesa 
is,  perhaps,  jnstifiable.  Probably,  in  the  spring,  he  may  march 
an  army  from  Bolkh  throngh  Eholm,  Aebak,  and  Soighan  to 
BomiaD,  or  he  may  try  the  more  easterly  roote  over  the  Hinda 
Ensh  to  Charikar  and  Eohiston.  What  onr  course  of  action  will 
be  in  such  a  case,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say ;  bat  that  Abdar 
Bahman  may  yet  be  Amir  of  Afghanistan,  is  qaite  within  the 
range  of  possibility.  Bat  for  the  fatal  taiot  of  Basdan  inflaence, 
which  it  is  only  foir  to  sappose  has  affected  his  character  daring 
his  stay  in  Tashkend,  he  woold  make  a  nominee  whom  we  oonld 
trast,  for  his  ability  is  beyond  qaestion. 

The  following  is  a  short  sketch  of  his  life — a  hfb  which  has  been 
stormy  even  for  an  Afghan  prince.  His  hther  was  Mahomed 
A£iiil  Ehan,  eldest  son  of  the  Dost  Mahomed ;  bnt  on  his  mother's 
side  he  has  Popolzai  blood  in  his  veins.  In  1863-64,  when  the 
deat^  of  the  Dost  had  rendered  the  throne  vacant,  Aizal  Ehan,  as 
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eldest  BOS  of  the  deceased  Amir,  objected  to  his  claima  being  set 
aside  in  favoni  of  Iub  yonnger  lialf-brother,  Shere  All,  and  soon 
the  country  was  in  a  state  of  civil  war.  Abdar  Bahman  was 
placed  by  bis  father  in  charge  of  Takhtipol,  in  Tarkistan,  and 
ehowed  some  genios  as  a  soldier]  but  was  eventually  obliged  to 
confess  himself  beaten  by  Shere  All's  forces.  He  made  a  half- 
hearted submission,  and,  being  suspected  of  still  intrigning  in 
favonr  of  his  father,  was  snmmoned  to  Cabnl.  This  order  be  re- 
fused to  obey ;  but,  dreading  the  conseqaences,  fled  across  the 
Ozns  into  Bokhara,  where  maay  other  sirdars  had  token  refiige. 
Tarkistan  was  still  Tery  unsettled,  and  Abdnr  Bahman  induced 
many  of  the  garrison  of  Balkh  to  desert  Shere  Ali  and  crosB  into 
Bokhara.  The  Amir  of  Uiat  Khanate  openly  espoused  his  cause, 
and  aided  him  in  many  ways.  With  a  small,  but  well-equipped, 
force  he  at  last  recrossed  the  Oxus  and  made  for  Akcha,  then  in 
charge  of  Faiz  Mahomed  Khan.  The  latter,  finding  himself 
unequal  to  any  snccessfal  resistance,  threw  orer  Shere  Ali  and 
united  his  garrison  with  the  force  from  Bokhara.  The  GovemoT 
of  Tarkistan,  Fateh  Mahomed  Khan,  was  not  so  easily  won  over, 
and  resisted  the  new  army.  His  soldiers,  however,  proved  faith- 
less ;  and,  leaving  them  to  follow  their  own  conrse  of  action,  he 
fled  from  Turkistan.  Abdor  Bahman  thus  found  himself,  in  a 
few  weeks,  at  the  head  of  a  fairly  powerful  army ;  and,  pushing 
on  to  Takhtipul,  he  resumed  his  old  position  as  Governor.  Tark- 
istan had  thns  fallen  easily  into  his  bands,  and  so  striking  was 
his  success,  that  he  resolved  upon  a  march  to  Cabul.  His  uncle, 
Azim  Khan,  a  man  of  some  ability,  joined  him ;  and  Shere  All 
still  having  with  him  Afzol  Khan,  a  prisoner,  was  forced  to  leave  his 
capital.  On  the  2ith  of  Febraary,  Abdar  Bahman  entered  the 
city  without  opposition ;  but  he  had  still  to  deal  with  Shere  Ali, 
who  was  collecting  an  army  in  the  South.  In  May,  the  two  armies 
came  into  collision  at  Sheikhabad,  on  the  Ghazni  Boad,  and  Abdor 
Bahman  gained  a  complete  victory.  His  father  was  released  and 
ivas  proclaimed  Amir  in  place  of  Shere  Alt.  But  Aizul  Khan,  a 
confirmed  drunkard,  was  but  a  weak  and  incapable  ruler,  and  his 
brother,  Azim  Khan,  practically  held  all  power  in  bis  hands. 
Abdur  Bahman  then,  full  of  energy  and  flushed  with  success,  tried 
to  counteract  his  ancle's  schemes ;  and  the  quarrel  might  have 
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widened  into  a  serioas  breach  between  the  two  had  not  the  pre- 
sence of  Shere  Ali,  with  a  second  army  at  Candahar,  made  it 
imperatiTe  to  sink  all  differences  before  a  oommon  danger.  Uncle 
and  nephew  again  took  the  field,  and  marching  aonthwards  through 
Gbazni,  met  and  defeated  Shere  AU's  army  at  Khelat-i-Ghilzai. 
This  was  on  the  16th  of  January,  1867.  Bnt  opposition  still  had 
to  be  encoontered,  Faiz  Mahomed,  half-brother  of  Shere  Ali,  hav* 
ing  raised  another  army  in  sapport  of  the  ex-Amir's  canse.  Abdor 
Bahman  was  ^ain  snccessfal  in  his  miUtary  operations,  defeating 
Faiz  Mahomed  at  Kila  Allahdad  on  the  17th  of  September,  1867. 
But,  while  thas  fighting  with  invariable  saccess  for  his  father,  he 
had  to  meet  the  designs  of  his  uncle,  whose  ambition  was  to  be 
himself  Amir.  Afisal  Khan  died  in  Cabal  while  bis  son  was 
absent  with  the  army ;  and  when  Abdor  Rahman  retomed  to  the 
capital,  he  fonnd  his  nnole,  Azim  Khan,  in  possession  of  the 
throne.  The  old  qnarrels  broke  ont  afresh,  Abdnr  Rahman 
naturally  feeling  aggrieved  that,  after  all  Ms  SQCcesses,  the  Atnir. 
ship  had  slipped  thtongh  his  hands.  Again  fresh  complications 
in  TarMstan  saved  an  open  rupture :  Abdur  Bahman  started  for 
the  northern  province  and  tried  to  subdue  the  Usbeg  chiefs.  In 
this  he  was  nnsncce^nl,  the  Mir  of  Maemena,  a  district  between 
Balkh  and  Herat,  sturdily  resisting  all  attack,  and  eventnally 
forcing  Abdor  Bahman  to  fall  back  iqwn  Takhtipol.  The  absence 
of  the  yonug  soldier  in  the  north  had  been  Shere  All's  opportunity. 
His  forces  were  snccessfnl  in  Western  Afghanistan,  and  he  was 
soon  it  facto  Amir.  Abdnr  Rahman's  position  in  Tntkistan  then 
became  untenable ;  his  soldiers,  hearing  that  Shere  Ali  was  once 
more  in  possession  of  Cabal,  lost  heart  and  deserted;  and  in 
Jansary  1869,  in  conjunction  with  Aisim  Khan,  he  was  once  more 
a  fugitive.  After  Azim  Khan  had  appealed  to  the  Indian  Qovem- 
ment  for  help,  and  had  been  refused,  the  two  sirdars  sought 
refuge  in  Persia,  and  afterwards  in  the  trans-Oxns  Khanates. 
Azim  Khan  died  in  October  1869 ;  and  Abdnr  Rahman,  still 
entertaining  his  idea  of  regaining  Cabul,  went  to  Khiva.  Here 
his  intrigues  to  raise  a  force  with  which  to  conquer  Afghan- 
Tntkistan  met  with  such  shght  success,  that  be  turned  his  steps 
to  Bokhara.  Living  as  a  refugee  in  that  Khanate  was  Jehandar 
Shah,  ex-Mir  of  Badakshan.    This  chief  had  heartily  aided  Afznl 
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Ebon  in  hia  straggle  for  the  thiooe,  and  to  cement  the  alliance 
liaii  given  his  siater  in  marriage  to  Azim  Ehan,  and  bis  danghter 
to  Abdnr  Bahman.  Shere  Ali,  in  Aogast  1869,  indnced  tbo 
Badaksban  sirdars  to  depose  Jehandar  Shah,  who  was  imprisoned 
in  his  own  capital  of  Faizabod.  He  persuaded  his  late  enbjecta 
to  grant  his  release  and  crossed  the  Oxns  to  Enlab,  where  Abdar 
Bahman  joined  him.  Their  intrigaea  to  gain  possession  of 
Badaksban  were  on  the  basis  of  raising  a  force  of  Toicomans  on 
the  Dordi,  while  the  Mir  of  Maemena,  with  an  arm;  of  Usb^s, 
co-operated  with  them  &om  the  west  throagfa  Balkh  and  Enudnz. 
The  want  of  money  was  a  great  obstacle  to  snccess,  and  Abdor 
Rahman  conceived  the  idea  of  sapplicating  aid  from  Russia. 
While  Jehandar  Shah  went  to  Chitral,  to  seek  aid  &om  Aman-ol- 
Molk,  chief  of  that  conntry,  Abdnr  Rahman  left  Bokhara  for 
Samarcand,  and  reached  Tafdikend  in  Ma;  1870.  General  Eaof- 
mann  received  him  hospitably,  bnt  was  deaf  to  all  bis  appeals  for 
troops  to  aid  him  in  conqneriog  A%ban-Tarkistan.  A  pension  of 
aboat  £6,000  sterling  was  assigned  to  him,  bat  a  refdsal  was 
given  to  his  reqnest  to  visit  St.  PeterBbnrg  and  represent  his  case 
to  the  Csar,  When  Schuyler  saw  him,  he  expressed  a  confident 
belief  that  with  £60,000  to  raise  and  equip  an  army  he  conld  once 
more  make  himself  anpreme  in  Afghanistaji.  With  this  one  idea 
in  his  mind  he  was  saving  nine-tenths  of  his  pension,  and  hinted 
that,  under  favourable  conditions,  he  might  be  aided  by  Rnssia. 
Jehandar  Shah,  after  raising  an  nnsnccessfnl  inanrrection  in 
Badaksban  in  1873,  joined  his  son-in-law  at  Ssmarcand  in  1875, 
bnt  has  since  died. 

Of  Abdnr  Rahman's  character  I  have  spoken  in  a  previons 
letter ;  and  the  following  estimate  of  his  ability  by  Sir  Richard 
Pollock,  late  Commissioner  of  Feshawur,  is  worth  qaoting  as  some- 
what confirming  my  view.  Sir  Richard  Pollock  writes  : — "  Abdor 
Rahman  was  well  thonght  of  as  a  soldier  and  commander  when  in 
charge  of  the  anny,  bat  showed  less  talent  for  administrative 
work.  He  has  now  iQst  all  his  possessions,  both  at  his  home  and 
his  place  of  refoge,  and  has  no  resources  by  which  he  conld  coUeet 
a  party.  Without  help  as  to  money  or  arms,  he  coald  do  nothing. 
If  enpplied  with  money  by  Russia  or  Bokhara,  and  promised  a 
backing,  he  might  attempt  to  recover  his  position.    Probably, 
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Bnch  an  attempt  would  be  nnsnccessfol,  if  made  in  the  Amir's 
(Shere  Ali)  lifetime.  If  later,  after  the  Amir's  death,  and  when 
TatldBtan  had  Mir  Alam  Eban  as  Govenior,  or  some  equally 
corrapt,  incapable  person,  the  isBoe  might  be  ia  Ahdor  Rahman's 
faToar,  as  far  as  Tarkistan  is  coDcerDed.  On  the  Amir's  death 
such  an  attempt  may  be  looked  upon  as  likely,  unless  a  good 
Qoveraor  shonld  preyiooBly  hare  taken  Mir  Alam's  place.  Abdar 
Bahman's  influence  has  already  declined  rapidly,  and  fortane  is 
never  likely  to  favoor  him  again  to  the  extent  it  did  when  l^e  was 
fighting  for  Azim  and  Afzol.  There  was  strong  sympathy  on  the 
part  of  the  nation  for  the  elder  sons,  who  had  been  set  aside  by 
the  Dost  in  fsTonr  of  Shere  All  Khan.  Beeides,  the  King  of 
Bokhara  afibrded  as&iBtance,  which  he  is  not  likely  now  or  later  to 
give."  This  memorandam  was  written  before  the  breach  between 
Shere  Ali  and  the  Indian  Government ;  bnt  its  remarks  are  still 
applicable.  Abdnr  Rahman  seems,  without  donbt,  to  have  been 
sappUed  with  means  by  the  Rnssians,  and  he  has  an  "  incapable 
person  "  Oovemor  of  Tnrkistan — Gholam  Hyder ;  so  that  it  wonld 
not  be  nnlikely  if  he  posseBsed  himself  of  the  northern  proyinca 
in  a  few  months.  The  old  sympathy  in  his  fiiToar  may  once  more 
be  revived,  and  we  conld  scarcely  dispate  his  anthority,  nnless  we 
were  prepared  to  begin  a  campaign  vid  Bamian  in  the  spring.  If 
Abdar  Rahman  ia  ambitions  enongh  not  only  to  claim  Tnrkistan, 
bat  Cabnl  also,  we  shall  either  have  to  meet  his  forces  in  the  field, 
or  to  offer  him  the  AmirsMp  and  onr  support  in  the  fnture.  Whether 
he  wonld  prefer  England  to  Russia,  yet  remains  to  be  seen. 

What  Abdar  Rahman's  relations  have  been  with  the  finssians — 
and,  perhaps,  still  are — may  be  judged  from  a  letter,  written  in 
May  1878,  by  Shahgassi  Sherdil  Khan,  then  Governor  of  Afghan- 
TnrMstan.     He  says : — 

''Uiiu  BiJabuddlD,  whom  I  deputed  toirardi  Samarcand  kdiI  Tuhkeiid  to  ocdlcct 
QDwi  from  UiOM  diicctioDs,  faitf  ratamcd  and  mods  a  alatement,  to  tlie  effect  that  the 
BvmUdi  iutend  lo  indnoa  Abdar  Bahniia  Khan  to  enbmit  to  them  a  petition,  Batting 
forth  th*t  b«  baa  been  patting  np  thera  a  long  time  DDder  the  pioteetion  of  tbe  Enniaa 
OoTemment ;  that  he  baa  gften  petitiened  them  to  help  him  is  lecBrini  the  ratitation 
of  hit  ancestral  torritoiy  from  the  Amir  of  Cabul,  bat  hia  piajer  baa  not  been  aceoded 
to  ;  and  that  be  bae  uoir  bean]  that  the  Rnssianj  are  preparing  to  fight  againat  th« 
Britaah  OorannuDt ;  tbat  they  bare  aent  anroja  to  wait  npon  the  Aair  to  reqaeat  Uln 
to  allov  paaaage  thnngb  hia  eonDtrj  to  tbe  fioMiau  tt«of«  going  to  India  and  retaniiBg 
theitfrom,  abonU  a  Mecwritj  atue  for  aneb  a  paiBBge ;  and  tbat,  tocb  being  tbe  case. 
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he  offend  Ub  Berriew  In  eue  HI*  HighneM  rehN*  to  gnmt  the  reqeert  of  the  Biinua 
EhiTenimGat  to  capton  Baikh  with  a  eduII  snutanoe  tiom  the  Cur,  uid  then  rabdna 
Ihe  whole  ot  AfgliaaUton,  which  U  not  e  diffieoh  tuk." 

The  conditions  are  certaiDl;  altered  now,  as  Bassia  is  not  medi- 
tating an;  sach  Quixotic  campaign  as  an  advance  apon  India ;  bat 
Abdnr  Babman  ma;  atill  be  credited  with  a  desire  "  to  capture 
Balkh  with  a  small  assistance  from  the  Czar,  and  then  sabdne 
the  whole  of  Afghanistan."  In  an;  settlement  we  ma;  intend 
'  making,  it  would  be  foil;  to  ignore  his  existence  altogether.  If 
we  are  not  prepared  to  break  ap  his  arm;  and  drivo  biin  back 
over  the  Oxns,  we  had  better  give  him  frankl;  a  chance  of  stating 
his  case.  He  might  b;  jndioions  management — aa;  the  promise 
of  a  large  anunal  Bubsid; — ^prore  the  best  man  we  conld  place 
in  power  as  saccessor  of  the  incapable  Takab  Ehan. 

While  on  the  subject  of  biograph;,  I  ma;  as  well  give  a 
slight  sketch  of  the  hves  of  some  of  the  men  who  have  recently 
played  a  prominent  part  in  A^han  politics.  We  have  been  so  shut 
off  from  Afghanistan  for  man;  years,  that,  except  in  a  few  con- 
fidential reports  furnished  to  Government  by  officers  on  the  frontier, 
bnt  little  has  been  made  known  of  the  character  and  power  of  Afghan 
sirdars  and  chiefs.  Even  the  Peshawur  IHary,  which  has  received 
contributions  from  men  of  the  stamp  of  Sir  Biohard  Pollock  and  Sir 
Lonis  Cavagnari,  is  a  sealed  book  to  all  bat  a  few  feroured  officials ; 
and  as  man;  of  the  commooicatioDS  to  it  are  of  a  secret  nature, 
it  wonld  be  idle  to  expect  that  its  contents  can  ever  become 
general!;  known.  During  our  present  oocnpation  of  Cabal,  Major 
Hastings,  Chief  PoUtical  Officer,  has  been  able  to  collect  some 
data  upon  which  trastworthy  biographies  have  been  founded  of 
the  chiefs  and  others  who  have  been  hostile  to  ns.  Incidentally, 
it  has  been  found  that  oar  Afghan  Mends  have  some  marvellous 
pedigrees,  one  old  gentleman  claiming  direct  descent  from  Adam 
himself — an  ancestor,  perhaps,  as  respectable— all  circamgtances 
considered — as  any  lie  coold  h&ve  fallen  back  upon.  An  A^han 
genealogical  tree  is  a  fearful  instrument  of  torture  to  apply  to 
the  minds  of  our  young  "  politicals,"  for  the  same  name  occurs  over 
and  over  again  generation  after  generation,  and  the  weakness  of 
the  men  for  taking  wives  of  varied  nationality  causes  obscare 
relationsbipB,  which  are  most  difficult  to  follow.      It  would  be 
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useless  to  give  genealogies  of  men  who  are  only  of  importance  as 
regards  their  own  acts  and  personal  influence ;  and  in  now  deal- 
ing with  seferal  of  the  best  known  names  in  Afghanistan,  I  shall 
merely  sommarize  their  pedigrees.  The  mooUa/i  who  raised  the  late 
iehaA  deserves  first  place,  and  I  will  begin  with  a  sketch  of  his  life. 
Din  Mahomed,  known  as  Mnshk-i-Alam  (the  "  Scent  of  the 
World  "),  belongs  to  the  Sajids  of  Hindustan,  bnt  his  father's  name 
is  unknown.  His  ancestors  were  Ebwaja  Khel,  a  section  of  the 
Lufchan  Ehel  of  the  Andar  tribe,  south  of  Ghazni.  He  married 
and  settled  in  Afghanistan,  first  studying  under  Mahomed  WasU, 
Eakar,  resident  of  the  village  of  Eala  AH,  in  the  Shilgarh  district, 
sonth-east  of  Qbazni.  In  the  prosecution  of  bis  studies  as  a 
mooVtah,  he  next  went  to  Lnghmsn,  and  lived  in  the  honse  of  one 
Abdul  Hakim,  a  priest,  from  whom  he  gained  most  of  bis  know- 
ledge. In  his  zeal  for  learning  he  travelled  to  Peshawar  and 
lived  with  Abdul  Malik,  Akbundzada.  Retnming  to  Afghanistan, 
he  again  read  with  Abdul  Hakim  for  abont  two  years,  when  his 
master  died,  leaving  two  young  sons.  Din  Mahomed  remained  with 
them  for  a  few  years  to  protect  their  Uvea  and  property,  and  bis 
devotion  had  its  reward.  A  learned  and  influential  man,  named 
Mahomed  Aslam,  Sahibazda,  a  nephew  of  the  deceased  moollak, 
Abdnl  Earim,  took  notice  of  bim  and  gave  him  shelter,  at  the 
same  time  teaching  bim  all  be  knew.  In  course  of  time  Mahomed 
Aslam  nominated  Din  Mahomed  as  bis  successor.  So  far  bis 
life  had  been  that  of  an  ordinary  mooUah,  one  of  great  simplicity 
and  occasional  hardship.  But  we  now  find  him  showing  signs  of 
great  zeal  and  enei^.  A  war  broke  out  against  the  Eafiristanis, 
and  he  joined  Haji  Taj  Mahomed  Saib,  known  as  Haji  Shahid 
(a  descendant  of  one  Haji  Mahomed  Said,  of  Lahore,  who  bad 
settled  in  the  Surkhrad  district  of  Jellalabad).  Taj  Mahomed 
was  killed  at  Pasbgarh,  and  Din  Mahomed  carried  his  body  on 
bis  own  shoulders  to  the  shrine  of  Abdul  Eaiim,  in  Lnghman. 
Thence  he  carried  it  in  the  same  &sbion  to  Taj  Mahomed's  own 
village  of  MasU  Ehel,  where  he  buried  it.  This  devotion  caused 
his  name  to  become  well  known  in  Western  Afghanistan,  and 
his  tasae  as  a  mooUah  rose  accordingly.  He  retarned  to  his  own 
part  of  the  country,  near  Ghazni,  and  was  for  years  engaged  in 
teaehing  others.     Nearly  all  the  mouliU  of  the  Cabnl  and  Qhazni 
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districts  are  pnpila  of  his,  and  his  iDfloeiice  over  saoh  powerful 
tribes  as  the  Qhilzais,  LTighmaniB,  and  Mohmnads,  has  been  and 
is  very  great.  The  late  jehad,  which  was  certainly  one  of  the 
most  saccessful  OTer  preached  in  A^hanistaD,  was  dae  to  his 
anmmoning  the  tribes  to  arms ;  and  it  is  worth  noUcing  that, 
while  Sherpnr  was  being  besieged  by  the  tribes  in  its  immediate 
locality,  the  Lnghmanis,  onder  Asmattillah  Ehao,  tried  to  block 
the  Passes,  and  the  Mohmonds  made  a  diversion  on  our  lower 
line  of  cotntnnnications.  Mnshk-i-Alam  is  now  ninety  years  of 
age,  and  has  lately  shown  signs  of  approaching  death.  Ten 
years  ago  he  was  still  lude  and  strong,  and  took  to  himself  a 
yotmg  Mohmand  wife,  who  bore  him  a  son,  who  is  still  alive,  and 
is  called  Abdoi  Bahman,  This  son  ia  aotnallj  yonnger  than  one 
of  his  grandsoBB,  who  is  twenty  years  of  age.  Mashk-i-AIam 
has  two  sons,  Abdul  Aziz  and  Abdal  Earim,  aged  fifty  and  forty- 
fire  respectively,  and  these  men  are  most  active  in  carrying  oat 
their  father's  orders,  the  old  man  himself  being  nnable  to  rise  from 
his  bed,  except  when  argent  occasion  gives  him  passing  strength. 
A  man  of  great  ability,  now  at  enmity  with  ns,  is  Mima 
Mahomed  Hasan  Khan,  Dsbir-al-Molk,  late  Governor  of  Jellala- 
bad,  who  is  acting  as  Mahomed  Jan's  lieatenant  in  Logar,  and 
has  shown  great  zeal  in  his  eflbrto  to  renew  the  attack  npon 
Sherpnr.  He  is  one  of  three  grandsons  of  Haji  Aka  Ashar, 
called  Shamilo  Tark-i-Rnm.  Hasan  Khan  has  long  been  a 
prominent  figare  in  the  Cabal  Court.  He  first  served  as  an  officer 
under  Sirdar  Gholam  Hyder  Khan,  and,  upon  the  Utter's  death, 
was  transferred  (o  the  Amir  Shore  Ali  Khan,  whom  ha  accom- 
panied to  the  Umballa  Conference  in  1869.  The  Amir,  on 
rotoming  to  Cabal,  appointed  him  "  Dabir-ul-Mulk,"  or  Secretary 
of  State,  and  for  several  years  he  was  his  sovereign's  chief  confi- 
dant and  coansellor.  He  was  privy  to  all  Shere  All's  intrigoes 
with  the  Bossians,  and  seems  to  have  been  a  most  trosted  agent. 
Upon  the  death  of  Naib  Mahomed  Aslam,  Governor  of  Tarkistan, 
who  was  accidentally  killed  by  the  kick  of  a  horse,  he  was 
appointed,  conjointly  with  Eshak  Akasi  (Shaghassi)  Sherdtl  Khan, 
Ctovemor  of  Tarkistan.  The  Russian  Mission  soon  afterwards 
arrived  on  the  banks  of  the  (Hub,  and  Hasan  Khan  was  depnted  to 
accompany  its  members  to  Cabul.  Further,  when  General  Stolietoff 
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started  on  bis  tstani  jonine;,  Hasan  Khan  accompanied  him,  and 
joarn^ed  as  far  as  Tashkend.  Wliat  his  instmotions  were  from 
Sbere  AH  may  nerer  be  knows ;  but  it  is  interestiDg  to  learn  tbat, 
dnring  the  first  campaign  in  November  and  December,  1878, 
Share  AH  had  one  of  hia  mimsters  in  Bossian  Torkistan. 
Upon  the  Amir's  arrival  in  fall  flight  at  Masar-i-Sharif,  Haaan 
£ban  joined  him.  Sbere  All  bad  then  great  hope  tbat  the 
Baseiana  would  aid  bim,  and  be  sent  Haaan  Khan,  Sbere  Ali 
Kandabari,  Moollab  Sbab  Mahomed,  and  K&si  Abdal  Eadir  to 
Tasbkend.  Tbeir  miaaicm  was  a  failure,  and  tbej  retomed  to 
Tarkistan.  When  news  of  the  Amir's  death  reached  Tasbkend, 
Takub  Khan  recalled  Haaan  Khan  from  Balkh,  and  made  bim 
again  Dabir-nl-MuIk.  He  was  >  afterwards  aent  to  Jellalabad  as 
Governor,  and  remained  at  his  post  as  long  as  Yakub  Eban 
was  in  our  camp  at  Sberpor.  Upon  the  ex-Amir  being  deported 
to  India,  Haaan  Khan  fled  from  Jellalabad,  taking  with  bim  a 
lakh  of  mpeea — revenue  which  he  had  coUected  for  bis  master.  He 
reached  Gbazni  in  safety,  and  haa  aince  been  actively  engaged  in 
recruiting  for  Mabomed  Jan,  He  ia  a  man  of  great  ability  and 
keennesa,  and  ia  aaid  to  be  ready  to  take  any  views  wbicb  may  aolt 
bis  purpose.  Tbia  has  been  shown  of  late  by  bis  sending  in 
messengers  to  learn  bow  he  would  be  treated  if  be  made  sub- 
missiott  to  the  Britiab.  There  is  no  doubt  that  at  heart  be  is 
tborong^y  fiussian,  bis  &vonrite  uniform,  when  in  full  dress, 
being  that  of  the  Rossian  Staff.  In  any  dealinga  we  may  have 
with  bim,  it  wiU  behove  us  to  be  on  our  guard  against  this  side 
of  bis  character.  He  has  two  brothers  :  one  Ali  Ahmed  Kban,  a 
colonel  in  a  cavalry  regiment,  and  the  other  Mabomed  Ibrahim 
Kban,  once  Ctoventor  of  Hazara.  He  has  seven  sons,  who  are  as 
yet  of  no  consequence. 

A  tribal  chief,  who,  on  the  Jellalabad  side  and  abont  the  Faases 
has  given  ns  great  trouble,  ia  AsmatuUah  Kban,  Ghilzai,  of  Lugb- 
man.  He  has  far  more  influence  among  the  Gbilzais  than  any  other 
leader,  Padsbab  Kban  being  a  very  smaU  person  compared  with 
the  Lugbman  chief.  Asmatallab  Khan'a  &mily  history  afEbrda  a 
striking  instance  of  the  fends  which  are  so  common  in  Afghanistan, 
where  father  fights  against  son,  and  brother  against  brother,  as  if 
tiea  of  blood  were  of  00  consequence.    Asmatullab  Khan's  an- 
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cestors  are  of  ihe  Mariam  Ehel,  a  BubdiTision  of  tlie  Jabbar  Eliel 
sectioB  of  the  Clhilzai  tribe.  They  are  called  Mariam  Khel,  after 
tbe  name  of  the  mother,  Mariam  corresponding  to  the  Bcriptoral 
Miriam,  juBt  as  Ibrahim  answers  to  Abr^iam  and  Ismail  to  Ishmael. 
Id  the  year  of  the  Hejira  1167  (a.d.  1740),  when  Ahmed  Shah 
was  Amir,  Safa  Khan,  who  had  succeeded  bia  father,  Adiak 
Kban,  as  chief  of  the  Mariam  Ehel,  was  dispoBsessed  of  his 
Ehansbip  owing  to  heterodoxy  in  his  religioBS  views.  His  nephew, 
Mahomed  Ali  Ehan,  encceeded  him.  Bat  abont  a.h.  1184, 
when  TaimoT  Shah  was  King,  it  was  fonnd  that  this  man  was  saeh 
a  tyrant,  that  he  alao  had  to  be  thrust  ont  of  power.  Taimnr 
Shah  was  anxioas  for  Safo  Ehan  to  reanme  the  Ehanship,  and  he 
did  BO ;  bnt,  on  tiie  day  of  his  resumption  of  power,  Mahomed  Ali 
Ehan  murdered  him.  Taimur  Shah  seized  the  assassin  and  im- 
prisoned him ;  but,  as  it  was  a  blood-feud,  would  not  pat  him  to 
death.  It  was  necessary  that  a  near  relative  of  Safa  £han  should 
kill  Mahomed  Ali,  and  this  pleasant  duty  fell  upon  Ahmad  Khan, 
son  of  Safa  Khan.  He  was  a  mere  boy  at  the  time  \  but,  as  his 
elder  brothers  were  away,  he  was  fortunate  onough  to  be  the  oxecn- 
tioner.  He  hilled  his  uncle,  Taimur  Shah  handing  the  man  over 
to  him,  and  was  greatly  respected  thereafter  as  being  a  youth  of 
good  parts.  After  Taimur  Shah's  death,  Ahmad  EhaQ  became 
▼eiy  intimate  with  the  Wazir,  Futteh  Khan,  and  through  hia 
influence  was  made  Ehan  of  the  Ghilzais.  He  met  bis  death  at 
Herat,  fighting  against  the  Persians.  His  son,  Abdul  Aziz  Ehan, 
sncceeded  him,  but  being  quite  a  youth,  the  new  Ehan  entrusted 
the  control  of  the  tribe  to  bis  uncle.  Abdul  Aziz,  who  was  devoted 
to  his  reUgion,  had  bom  to  him  during  his  Ehanship  six  sons. 
He  was  most  aoxioas  to  make  the  pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  bnt  was 
prevented  for  many  years  by  the  elders  of  his  tribe.  Taking  the 
matter  at  last  into  his  own  hands,  be  managed  to  reach  the  Ah- 
madzai  and  Zurmnt  country  east  of  Qhazni,  and  thence  escaped 
to  Arabia.  He  reached  Mecca  safely,  but  on  a  visit  to  Medina 
was  seized  with  a  fatal  illness,  which  put  an  end  to  his  wanderings. 
His  eldest  son,  Niamatullah  Ehan,  became  chief  of  the  clan,  and 
was  a  very  popnlar  ruler.  Two  of  hia  younger  brothers,  Abdul 
Hamid  and  Halim  Ehan,  tried  to  dispossess  him  of  his  inheri- 
tance, and  some  petty  fighting  followed.     The  family  seem  always 
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to  have  been  in  a  rabid  state  of  parricide  or  fratricide;  and  in  tbe 
month  of  Samzan  a.h.  1277  Hamid  Khan  killed  Niamatollah 
Eban.  The  second  son  of  Abdul  Aziz,  the  present  AematoIIah 
Khan,  then  became  head  of  the  Ghilzais,  and  still  remains  so. 
During  the  Amir  8here  Ali'  s  reign  he  was  a  member  of  the  Council 
of  State.  AsmatnUah  Eban's  character  is  tiias  cortl;  sammed 
np : — "  He  is  said  to  be  dull,  or  slow  of  miderstanding,  and  want- 
ing in  plock ;  he  owes  his  influence  more  to  his  birth  than  to  his 
capacity,"  The  half-hearted  way  in  which  he  attacked  Jagdnllack 
a  few  weeks  ago,  and  his  inability  to  keep  his  force  together, 
prove  that  he  lacks  coarage  and  adminiatratiTe  power,  and  now 
that  one  of  om:  flying  colmnns  has  marched  nnopposed  through 
the  Lughman  Tolley,  his  dignity  in  the  eyes  of  his  followers  mast 
have  greatly  diminiehed. 

My  last  biographical  sketch  is  of  General  Daoud  Shah,  late 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Afghan  army,  who  is  now  a  prisoner 
in  India.  His  father,  Mahomed  Shah,  was  of  the  Lakhan  Khel, 
a  branch  of  the  Andor  tribe  of  Sohak  OMlzais  (south  of  Ghazni). 
Like  Nimrod,  he  was  a  great  thiltari ;  but  not  content  with  the 
killing  of  beaats,  he  quarrelled  with  his  neighbours  most  persist- 
ently,  and  woa  never  happy  unless  engaged  in  tribal  warfare.  He 
lived  in  the  village  of  Mandi  Chinar,  in  the  Safi  district  of  Tagao  ; 
and  apon  the  British  invasion  of  1889,  he  eagerly  took  up  arms 
against  tbe  Kafirs.  His  career  was  ended  in  a  fight  before  Charikar, 
in  which  our  troops  were  snocessful  in  beatingthe  tribesmen.  His 
son,  Daond  Shah,  had  his  father's  warlike  instinct,  and  as  a  young 
man  took  service  in  the  army  of  the  Dost.  He  vras  Akhbar  Ehan'  s 
orderly  officer,  and  gained  much  experience  under  that  (General. 
His  promotion  was  very  slow,  until  Shere  Ali  Khan  made  him 
captain  for  services  rendered  at  the  battle  of  Kajboz,  in  which 
Sirdar  Mahomed  Ali  Khan,  eldest  son  of  Shere  Ah,  was  killed. 
Daoud  Shah  showed  great  bravery  during  the  campaign  in  Khost, 
and  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  General.  He  it  was  who  won  the 
battle  of  Zana  Khan,  in  which  Shere  Ali  defeated  Azim  Khan 
and  Abdur  Rahman  Khan.  His  &me  as  a  Ctenerol  vras  now 
broited  all  over  Afghanistan,  and  his  next  campaign  added  to  hia 
glory,  as,  in  cosjunctioo  vrith  Mahomed  Alam  Khan,  he  defeated 
Abdui  Bohman's  forces  in  Turldston,  and  B^ed  the  country  in 
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Shere  AU'b  Qasae,  Having  qaarrflUed  with  Mahomed  Alam, 
he  waB  recalled  to  Cabnl  and  imprisoned  b;  Shere  All.  The 
latter  could  not  afford  to  alienate  so  able  a  General,  and  Daond 
Shah  was  soon  released,  bat  was  given  no  employment.  When 
Yakub  Khan  rebelled  against  his  father,  Daoad  Shah  officiated  as 
Commander-in-Chief,  Qeneml  Faramarz  Khan,  commapdiag  the 
Amir's  armies  in  the  field,  haying  been  killed  by  Aslam  Khan, 
son  of  the  Dost.  Upon  the  new  settlement  of  Torkistan,  Daond 
Shah  accompanied  Yakub  Khan  to  Cabal,  and  reverted  again  to 
the  rank  of  Qeneral.  Upon  Yakob  Khan's  second  rebellion,  an 
arm;  was  again  sent  to  Herat,  in  which  Daond  Shah  was  given  a 
command  \  bnt  Shere  Ali,  finding  that  he  had  no  able  General  at 
Cabal,  recalled  him  and  entrasted  to  him  the  management  of  «U 
army  affairs  in  the  capital.  When  the  Amir  fled  to  Trnkistan, 
after  the  capture  of  Ali  Mtutjid  and  the  Peiwar  Eotal,  Daond  Shah 
was  left  at  Cabal  with  Yakab  Khan,  and  he  accompanied  the  new 
Amir  to  Gnndsmsk.  He  was  at  the  same  time  made  ComniMider- 
in-Chief,  and  this  office  he  held  nntil  the  massacre  of  dot  Envoy 
and  Yakab's  flight  to  the  British  camp  at  Kashi.  Of  Daond 
Shah's  conduct  daring  the  attack  upon  the  Besidency  nothing 
very  exact  is  known.  He  vras  said  to  have  tried,  with  200 
or  900  men,  to  check  the  mutineers.  He  .certainly  rode  into 
the  crowd  with  half  a  dozen  attendants ;  bat  it  was  then  too  late, 
and  he  vras  pulled  off  his  horse  and  beaten  by  the  mutinous  sol^diy. 
He  probably  dared  to  take  m}  action  wjthoqt  the  Amir's  orders  ; 
and  these,  unfortnnatelyj  were  not  forthcoming.  Daoud  Shah 
favourably  impressed  most  of  us  wiUi  whom  he  came  into  contact, 
his  striking  figure  and  ojten  manner  being  very  different  from  the 
cringing  obeisance  of  the  Barttkzai  sirdars.  Daring  the  ai^e  it 
was  deemed  inadvisable  that  he  shoald  be  at  liberie  in  Sherpnr ; 
and  he  was,  accordingly,  placed  under  arrest.  AAer  such  treat- 
ment it  was,  of  coarse,  imperative  that  he  should  be  deported  to 
India,  as,  if  at  first  inclined  to  be  faithful  to  the  British,  hia  im- 
prisonment must  have  tamed  him  against  us.  He  was  ondoubtedly 
the  ablest  General  in  the  Afghan  army,  and  his  popularity  among 
the  soldiers  would  always  have  ensured  many  thousands  of  men 
answering  to  his  call  to  arms.  He  is  between  forty  and  fifty 
years  of  age,  and  ie  still  an  active,  intelligent  soldier. 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

ChucN  In  the  NDrtbarn  Afgfauu«Un  Poiee — Cinoplatfoii  of  the  Chun  ol  Forti  aboat 
CtAal — Oompodtton  ot  tli«  Poroa  dd  Maroh  22Dd — Aninl  of  Mr.  Ltpol  Ghiffln  »t 
Sbetpor — DMUntion  of  the  ChrTeiniiiBBt  FolioT — Gftiulah>r  ud  H«iat  to  b«  Mpar* 
ated  from  Cabal — Duoontaot  among  the  Bwalni  Sirdan — Tha  Fnturs  of  Huat 
— Adnatagn  of  tb<  Ebjbar  Boata— ATgnm«iit(  in  bmiir  of  tbe  Annatatlail  of 
tbe  JellalAbad  Tails;— Tba  Jfnrtanfi'a  Miiuon  to  the  Ghaini  Mal<xiot«nl>— Hia 
Partial  Bnaewa— Am^Mj  of  tbe  Chiafa  at  Haldan— Tho  Darbas  in  Shupar  on 
April  13tb— Speechsi  b;  Bir  Fndariok  Eoberta  and  lb.  Lapel  QrifBn— The  PolioT 
of  tha  OOTornmenl  explained — ^Aanaxation  daprecat«d — Appnml  of  the  Folio;  in 
Camp — The  Kilgane;  of  Paitjr  Politioa  in  England— Abdar  Eahman'a  HoTenunta 
at  Eundu. 

With  the  near  approach  of  Bpring  iheie  was  a  recasting  of  the 
commands  between  Cabnl  and  Fe^awar,  the  following  being  the 
Older  of  the  Gonunander-in-Chief  directing  the  changes : — 

1.  The  Seoond  Diriiion  of  tho  Cabul  Field  Faree,  hitherto  nnder  tha  eommand  of 
Htjor-Qenetal  Bright,  C.B.,  will  be  broken  np. 

2.  The  Beeerre  DiTiidon,  nndar  Ifajor-Oeneral  Soas,  C.B.,  vill  alio  be  broken  np, 
and  abacffbed  into  the  line  of  oommnaicatioiu. 

3.  Tha  Porea  ia  Oabid,  nnder  Lientenant-Qenenl  Bir  P.  Soberte,  vill  >»  diridad 
into  two  dirinoni.  lit  Dinafon  ondar  Sir  F.  Bobarta'e  immediala  eommand,  and  tbe 
2nd  Dinaion  nnder  mjor-Qeneral  Bmi,  C.B. 

H^or-Oaneiml  Bright,  0.R,  ie  appointed  Inipeetor-Oanaral  of  tha  Line  of  com- 
1,  and  vill  Mmmand  «11  troopa  thereon  atatlonar;,  in  moTahle  eolnmna,  or 
puBDg  along  the  line.    Hajor-Senend  Bright  will  report  dbeot  to  Army  Bead- 

5.  Tha  Peahawnr  DIatriat  will  be  tenporaril;  commanded  b;  Brigadiei-QenemI 
HankJn,  4th  Bengal  Canlij,  hithetto  in  eommand  of  the  Caralrr  Brigade  Beaerre 
CiTiaion. 

6.  The  line  ot  commnnieationa  will  be  diridad  into  three  aectiona  :— 

1>^ — From  Jomnwd  to  Bueawnl  inelneJTe,  nnder  Brigadier-Qeneral  Qib. 
2nd.~-From  BnMwal  to  Snied  Sang,  bnt  not  incloaiTe  of  either,  nnder  Bripdlar- 
QenaralDonui,  C.B. 

3rd.— From  Snl«d  Sang  to  Batkhak  incloaiTe,  nnder  BrigadUr-Qeneral  Hill, 

7.  Tha  deaenl  Staff  lot  Uajor-Oenend  Bright'*  eomnund  will  ooariit  of  :— 

Colonel  WemjK,  Depntj  Adjntant  and  Qautermiater-Oanwa] ; 
Major  Thompaon,  AMiataut  Adjntut-Qannal  i 
Major  Craagh,  AMtatant  Qaart«nna(ter-C)cMraI ; 
Ideotanaat  HaiMj,  Depot;  AwflMt  QnaitermMter-Qcntral. 
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8.  The  DiTuional  Bt4ff  ud«r  U^or-UtiHnl  Bon,  C.B.,  wiU  vaiiA  a(  :— 

lUjor  Bofet,  AMiiUnt  AdinUot-Oeowtl; 

Capt&in  the  Honoarabls  C.  Dntton,  Aniituit  QuntermasUr  Gananl ; 
uid  a  Dapntj  AmUtant  Qurterniuter-Clvneitl,  to  b«  deUiled  by  Lieatenuit-QeMnl 
Sir  P.  BobertL 

9.  Colonel  Bniu,  Cammuiding  Bojal  Artillei?  on  Tina  of  commnnicktioiu,  will  {ro- 
ce«d  with  tbs  Btaff  to  Cnbnl  u  Commanduig  Bojiil  AitiUery,  Sad  Dinuon, 

LieDl«D«at-Colaaal  Purrii,  Bayal  ArtilleTj,  lAking  np  the  dntiu  ol  OomnundiDt 
Bojal  Artilleiy,  nndei  Mnjor-aennni  Biighk 

LiaDtan&nt-Oalan*!  Limood  will  piooted  to  Oilml  M  OflmmMiding  Eoj»l  Bnguwan, 
2nd  DiTiuon,  and  Major  Hill  will  auone  the  dotiea  of  Commaiiding  Bofil  Bn^naar  lo 
Uajra-QsnenJ  Bright. 

10.  Brigadier- Qenual  Boberla  (Sth  FntUien)  will  proceed  to  Cabal  to  ocmunuid  a 
brigade  in  the  2nd  Dintian. 

11.  Brigadier- Qenaral  Arbatiinot,  C.B.,  will  command  the  moTable  eolnmsa  at 
JdUlabad  and  Soled  Sang. 

12.  Tbe  Fdim  nnder  ^  F.  BoberU  is  Oabnl  wiU  be  rtjled  tlie  Cabal  Field  Force, 
and  llie  Force  under  Hajor-Qeneial  Blight  will  be  itjled  Uie  £bjber  Line  Force. 

TheBe  arrangementB  were  all  carried  ont ;  and  the  following 
extracts  from  letters  written  in  March  will  indicate  what  was 
occurring  in  and  abont  Cabnl : — 

SHEOPns,  March  iri,  1880. 

Brigadier-General  Dniibam  Massy  left  for  Peshawar  a  few  days 
ago,  where  he  will  meet  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  offer  certain 
explanations  of  his  course  of  action  on  December  11th,  which,  it 
is  not  too  much  to  say,  may  modify  the  harsh  step  of  recalling 
him  from  Cabul.  The  greatest  sympathy  is  felt  for  Genend 
Massy  in  the  force  here ;  and  the  decision  to  be  given  on  what  is 
purely  a  question  for  military  critics,  will  be  anxiously  looked  for.* 
Brigadier-General  Hugh  Gough  has  taken  over  charge  of  the 
Cavalry  Brigade,  bis  duties  as  Road  Commandant  being  performed 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mark  Heathcote. 

There  is  no  relaxation  of  the  preparations  for  defending  Sherpur 
and  Cabul  against  all-comers.  Certainly  there  is  not  now  a  weak 
point  in  the  cantonment :  the  gap  at  the  north-west  comer, 
defended  during  the  siege  by  a  trench  and  a  parapet  made  ont  of 
Cabnli  gun-wheels,  has  now  been  closed  by  a  wall  six  feet  high  on 

*  I  baTO  not  gone  at  length  into  the  qaettion  of  Qeneral  Manj'i  recall,  aa  tbar* 
were  too  manj  pointa  inTolred  for  the  caie  to  be  treated  in  a  work  of  tbie  kind,  whkk 
ii  ool;  a  diarj  of  the  war.  I  may  ilate,  however,  that  Qeneral  Haeij  waa  pven  a 
bti^e  oomnAnd  in  India,  which  he  still  retain). 
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the  inner  side  of  the  old  barrier ;  the  hsBtion  at  the  comer,  par- 
tially destroyed  when  the  matinons  regiments  blew  np  their 
magazine  on  October  7th,  has  been  put  in  thorongh  order ;  a  zig- 
zag wall,  with  traverBes,  is  also  being  bnilt  np  on  the  western 
slope  of  the  Bemam  hills  ;  and,  in  addition  to  the  block-honse  on 
the  top,  a  platform  has  been  made  for  gnna,  gnarded  by  a  semi- 
circular  wall,  which  will  eventually  be  joined  to  the  zig-zag  nin- 
ning  up  the  hillside.  Looking  at  these  new  defences,  and  also  at 
the  block-hoases  apon  the  Asmai  and  Sherderwaza  Heights — to 
say  nothing  of  the  strong  fort  upon  Siah  Song — one  is  tempted  to 
ask,  "  What  will  be  the  fate  of  all  these  works  when  we  retire  ?  " 
We  have  made  Sherpnr  practically  impregnable  now  against  any 
attack  nnsapported  by  heary  gnns  :  shall  we  leave  it  so,  or  shall 
we  order  np  a  few  tons  of  gon-cotton  from  an  Indian  arsenal,  and 
have  oTerything  in  readiness  to  blow  its  walls  down  when  it  has 
to  be  abandoned  ?  Perhaps,  as  we  shall  inevitably  be  forced  to 
annex  Cabnl  in  a  few  years,  we  may  leave  the  cantonment 
intact,  thongh  it  would  be  cmelty  to  expect  oar  men  to  capture  it. 
Bay  in  1683,  unless  it  had  been  well-ponnded  by  a  battery  of 
40-poandera  from  Siah  Snng.  But,  for  all  outsiders  may  know, 
there  may  be  a  plan  lying  cut  and  dry  in  some  secret  drawer  of 
oar  Chief  Engineer's  despatch-box,  in  which  the  fate  of  Sherpnr 
and  its  sorroandings  has  been  once  for  all  decided.  Colonel 
Perkins  has  certainly  been  indefatigable  in  creating  new  defences ; 
periiaps  he  may  show  equal  energy  in  destroying  the  work  of  his 
own  hand  when  the  time  comes.* 

March  ^\si. 
The  garrison  of  Cabal  has  been  largely  reinforced,  and  we  have 
at  last  nearly  12,000  troops  here.  The  45th  Sikhs  and  the  27th 
Ponjabees,  who  marched  in  from  Butkhak  on  Friday,  are  now 
encamped  on  the  Siah  Snng  Itidge,  and  are  holding  the  new  fort 
bnilt  thereon.  The  45ib  Sikhs  have,  for  the  time  being,  been 
attached  to  General  Macpherson's  Brigade,  and  the  27th  Punjab 
Infontry  to  General  Charles  Gongh's,  The  yarious  forts  we 
have  bnilt  upon  Asmai  and  Sherderwaza  Heights  have  had  their 

*  At  Abdar  TUhman'i  nqnect  4II  t]>e  forta,  &«.,  iren  lift  inUot  wben  Sii  Donald 
StawBii  Irft  Oabql  jn  Aognit. 
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gatrisoBB  told  off  to  them,  and  are  at  present  held  h;  half  the 
number  of  men  assigned  to  gaard  them  in  case  of  a  new  oatbreak. 
Each  fort  is  being  stored  with  seven  days'  provisions  and  water, 
and  a  libend  qaantity  of  ammnnition ;  and  the  ganisoDB  are 
warned  against  naing  any  of  the  reserre  stores  until  necessity 
arises.  The  fort  on  Asmai  is  practically  impregnable ;  even 
our  artillery  conld  not  hope  to  make  any  impression  npon  it. 
The  walls  are  twelve  feet  thick ;  and  to  carry  it  by  assault,  if  at  all 
well  defended,  would  be  imposaible.  Our  cavalry  are  also  showing 
themselves  in  the  conntiy  about,  to  convince  the  people  that  we  are 
on  the  alert,  and  also  to  enable  the  8rd  Bengal  Cavalry  and  the 
GLnides  to  become  thoronghly  acquainted  with  the  nstnre  of  the 
gronnd  they  msy  have  to  act  over.  Last  week  all  the  available 
troopers  and  sowars  in  cantonment  went  ont  into  Chardeh  and 
over  the  ground  where  the  9th  Lancers  and  14th  Bengal  Lancers 
made  their  gallant  charge  on  December  11th.  Onr  infantry  are 
also  marched  oat  occasionaliy,  to  get  the  men  a  little  into  condition, 
and  they  go  swinging  along  over  the  dnsty  roads  in  the  same  grand 
style  they  have  shown  since  they  left  Ali  Eheyl  six  months  ago. 
Drafts  for  the  9th  and  72nd  are  now  on  their  way  np  from  Peshawnr, 
and  soon  we  shall  have  each  regiment  mastering  about  900  ban- 
qoets.  All  the  men  here  are  very  fit  and  hardy  after  the  viuter, 
and  are  quite  ready  for  another  boat  of  fighting  to  relieve  the  mono* 
tony  which  is  now  becoming  rather  trying.  Ko.  1  Mountain 
Battery  is  to  be  relieved  by  the  6-8th,  the  screw-gon  battery  which 
did  such  good  service  in  the  Zaimnkbt  country  with  General 
Tytler  ;  and  the  Srd  Ponjab  Cavalry  and  17th  Bengal  Cavalry  are 
to  come  ap  to  make  our  cavalry  brigade  complete.  The  strength 
of  the  Cabul  garrison  (inclnding  the  outpost  at  Batkhak)  vras 
yesterday  aboat  11,600  officers  and  men.  The  details  of  the 
force  are : — 
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Tha  two  companies  of  Sappers  and  Mioers  vhich  belong  to  tbia 
dmsion,  bnt  are  now  at  Luttabnnd,  &re  abont  160  strong.  Staff 
and  departmental  officers  nnmber  90.  The  draft  for  the  9th 
Foot  is  320  men,  and  for  the  72nd  Highlanders  abont  200. 
The  artillery  musters  twelve  9-poanderB  and  fourteen  T-ponnders. 
I  give  the  details  of  onr  strength  here,  so  that,  in  case  of  any 
farther  operations,  the  force  at  General  Boberts's  disposal  may  be 
estimated  at  its  proper  valae. 

On  Friday  Sir  F.  Roberts  met  Mr.  Lepel  Oriffin  on  the  road  to 
Lattabnnd,  and  &e  General  and  his  new  Political  Officer  rode  on 
to  Sherpnr  together  in  the  afternoon.  Sir  F.  Roberts  ordered  a 
gnard  of  honour  (one  company  of  the  6th  Punjab  Infantry)  to 
escort  Mr.  Lepel  GrifBn  from  Siab  Sung  to  the  cantonment.  This 
nnnsnal  honour  was  paid  to  the  Political  Officer  in  order  Uiat  the 
local  sirdars  might  be  dniy  impressed  with  a  sonse  of  his  dignity. 
The  said  sirdars  turned  out  in  great  force,  with  their  nsual  tag- 
rag  of  followers,  and  formed  a  pictnresqne  qu,e&e  in  rear  of  the 
General. 
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25fA  Mare}^. 
Mr.  Lepel  Griffia  has  made  known  to  the  Bankzai  airdars  here 
what  is  to  he  the  future  of  Afghaoistaa ;  and  although  many 
details  of  the  Bcheme  eanctioned  by  the  GoTernment  of  India 
cannot),  of  course,  yet  be  settled,  the  outline  is  diatinot  enough. 
As  to  the  difficulties  to  be  orercome  before  the  new  arrangements 
mature,  they  are  incidental  to  our  position  as  conquerors  of  Cabnl. 
and  will  be  dealt  with  either  diplomatically,  or  by  force  of  wta.% 
according  to  the  temper  of  the  tribal  chiefs  and  others.  As  Mr. 
Griffin's  short  speech  to  Wali  Mahomed  Ehan,  Hashim  Ehan, 
and  the  other  Barakzai  sirdars  was  of  an  informal  kind — though 
necessarily  carrying  weight  as  an  exposition  of  OoTemment  policy 
— I  am  only  able  to  give  its  general  purport,  about  wM^ 
there  can  be  no  mtmner  of  doubt.  It  was  to  the  effi9ct  that 
certain  wrong  impressions  bad  got  abroad  concerning  Yaknb  Ehan 
and  his  possible  return  to  Cabul.  Such  return  the  Oovemment 
had  decided  could  under  no  conditions  take  place  ;  tribal  chiefs 
and  their  followers  had  believed  that  if  a  sufficient  turmoil  were 
kept  up,  and  turbulent  demands  made  persistently  for  Yakub 
Ehsn's  return,  that  end  might  be  gained.  This  was  a  total  mis- 
take. The  ex-Amir  would  never  be  allowed  to  resume  the  power 
he  had  forfeited,  and  all  disturbances  with  that  object  would  be 
unavailing.  It  had  also  been  found  that,  during  three  genera- 
tions, the  Dnrani  sovereigns  of  Cabal  had  been  unable,  or  onvrill- 
ing,  to  carry  oot  treaty  obligations  with  India,  and  it  had  now 
been  decided  that  their  power  should  be  curtailed  and  certain  snb- 
divisions  made  of  Afghanistan.  While  the  British  Government 
had  no  desire  to  annex  the  country,  they  were  resolved  that  Can- 
dahar  and  Herat  mast  henceforth  no  longer  appertain  to  the 
sovereign  of  Afghanistan.  They  would  be  separate  and  distinct, 
.  and  the  future  rnler  of  Cabnl  would  have  to  look  npon  them  as 
removed  &om  his  jariadietion.*  It  had  also  been  determined 
that  the  army  of  occupation  should  remain  in  A^hanistan  Qotil 
a  new  ruler  had  been  appointed  strong  enongh  to  accept  and  carry 
out  the  obligations  to  be  imposed  upon  him,  and  such  a  rnler 
would  have  to  be  found.    He  must  be  strong  enongh  to  ensore  the 

*  Thii  WM  (be  polic;  Iiord  Ifttun  intended  to  can;  out 
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protection  of  anoh  Afghans  as  were  the  Mends  of  the  British,  in 
order  that,  when  the  armj  withdrew,  there  might  not  be  a  risk  of 
snoh  men  soffering  for  their  fidelity  to  ns.  Onr  friends  mBst 
be  the  friends  of  any  roler  placed  in  power,  uid  he  mast  be  pre- 
pared to  protect  Uiem. 

Snoh  is  the  distinct  enonciation  of  what  is  to  happen  here,  and, 
as  might  have  been  expected,  it  is  not  altogether  palatable  to  the 
Barakzai  sirdars.  One  and  oil  are  glad  that  Yaknb  Khan  is  not 
to  retom :  be  has  never  been  a  favourite  with  his  kinsmen  since 
Shere  All's  death,  and  they  would  look  upon  his  re-assamption  of 
power  as  fatal  to  all  their  hopes.  Bat  they  feel,  and  it  is  only 
right  they  shoald  feel,  keenly  enough,  the  cartoilment  of  the 
power  hitherto  vested  in  the  hands  of  the  Amir.  Hashim  Khan, 
who  has  been  bnoyed  up  with  the  idea  that  his  chance  of  the 
Amirship  was  a  very  good  one — though  I  mast  add,  in  justice  to 
all  our  officials,  that  he  has  never  received  even  a  hiat  from  them 
of  what  might  be  in  store  for  him — showed  considerable  sollenness 
when  he  heard  upon  what  terms  the  next  Amir  would  have  to 
accept  power  at  our  hands.  He  did  not  scrapie  to  say  openly  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  guarantee  the  safety  of  any  &ction 
friendly  to  the  British  when  oar  army  had  marched  back  to  India. 
No  doubt  he  holds  this  view  as  honestly  as  an  Afghan  cao  be  said  to 
have  honesty  at  all ;  but  he  might  modify  it  when  be  sees  that 
such  a  condition  will  be  insisted  upon,  and  no  half-hearted  promise 
accepted.  Hashim  Khan  has  farther  said  that,  in  freeing  Candahar 
and  Herat  from  their  suzerainty  to  Cabal,  we  are  reducing  the 
Amir  from  the  status  of  a  King  to  that  of  a  Nawab.  Herat  \aa 
always  been  considered  the  key  of  Tnrkistau  and  of  Soatbem 
Afghanistan,  and  to  surrender  it  either  to  Persia  or  to  an  inde- 
pendent ruler,  would  be  a  severe  blow  to  the  Dnrani  dynasty. 
Again,  Hashim  Khan  says  that  to  expect  a  Durani  sovereign  in 
Cabal  to  hold  bis  own  against  the  turbulent  tribes  in  the  imme- 
diate districts,  when  he  has  been  deprived  of  the  great  support  he 
receives  from  the  strong  Dnraui  factions  aboat  Candaluu',  is  an 
impossibility.  It  is  true  that  the  Duranis  are  most  numerous  in 
Southern  Afghanistan,  and  at  first  sight  the  objection  seems  tenable 
enough ;  but  Haahim  Khan  has  forgotten  that,  by  our  occupation 
of  Candahar,  any  Amir  of  Cabal  will  receive  oar  conntraiance  and 
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aappoii  from  that  quarter,  and  thie  will  be  as  well  known  to  the 
torbolent  epirits  of  Eohistan,  Lc^ar,  and  Wardak,  as  to  the 
Doraiti  footion  itself.  HaBhim  Ehan'a  snllenQeas  would  be  of  no 
importance  were  it  not  that  he  is  the  only  man  with  a  spwL  of 
ability  among  the  Barakzais  now  with  na  in  Cabal ;  and,  as  I  have 
said  in  previona  letters,  be  haa  been  faronrably  thought  of  in  onr 
plana  for  aetthng  the  ooontry  on  a  firm  basis.  If  he  will  not 
accept  onr  terms,  he  will  inevitably  be  passed  over  as  far  as  the 
Amirship  is  concerned,  for  the  work  now  before  ns  has  to  be  done 
BO  thoroughly,  that  all  danger  of  another  ./Eosco,  snch  as  the  treaty 
of  Gandatoak  proved,  mast  be  guarded  against. 

Taking  the  broad  lines  laid  down  by  Mr.  Lepel  Qriffin,  a  fore- 
cast of  what  is  likely  to  happen  in  Afghanistan — putting  aside 
purely  military  complications,  which  I  will  turn  to  afterwards — 
may  fairly  be  given.  That  sach  a  forecaat  mnat  be  tinged  with 
conjecture  is,  of  conrse,  anavoidable ;  but  still,  perhaps,  a  &ir 
estimate  of  the  situation  may  be  given.  Gandabar  will  be  retained 
in  our  possession,  but  Herat  wUl  not  yet  be  annexed.  Its  fatare 
M-ill  more  probably  be  that  of  an  independent  city,  with  an  impor- 
tant mission  to  fulfil  in  Central  Asian  politics.  History  is  fall  of 
instances  of  cities  maintaining  their  independence,  and  rising  in 
course  of  time  to  the  rank  of  great  Powera.  Witness  Venice,,  once  ' 
one  of  the  first  maritime  Powers  in  £nrope.  Herat  is  aelf- 
enpporting,  and  ia  situated  in  so  fertile  a  district,  that  its  wealth 
of  produce  is  a  proverb  among  Asiatics.  Its  atrengtb  as  a  military 
post  ia  greater  than  that  of  any  city  in  A^hanistan  :  it  eonld  be 
defended  against  great  odds  with  almost  a  certainty  of  coming  out 
victorious  from  the  struggle.  If  we  were  to  declare  that  it  is  to  be 
independent,  and  to  guarantee  such  independence  agfunst  all- 
comers, its  future  would  be  asaared.  That  this  may  be  done  ia 
within  the  bounds  of  poasibility,  and  we  ehoold  give  it  a  governor 
who  could  be  trusted  to  carry  out  our  wiBbes.  Being  oar  nominee, 
and  relying  upon  as  for  support  in  time  of  need,  he  would  jealously 
guard  against  encroachments  on  his  privileges ;  and  would  scarcely 
dare  to  risk  loss  of  authority  by  disobeying  any  wishes  we  might 
make  known  to  him.  To  do  so  would  be  madness  with  a  British 
army  at  Candahar  drawing  its  reinforcements  by  railway  from 
India;  and  the  Heratis  themselves  finding  secnrityandenormoasly- 
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iDoreBHed  trade  resalting  from  tbeii  new  poBition  of  mdependenoe, 
would  probably  be  on  the  alert  to  check  intrignes  againet  their 
aatonomy.  So  far  as  tegsrdB  Southern  and  Western  Afghanistan  : 
there  remain  the  eaatein  and  Dorthem  provinces  to  be  dealt  with, 
and  here  conjecture  mast  be  indulged  in.  Gabnl  will  be  freed 
&om  the  presence  of  onr  arm;  when  a  new  Aighan  GoTeniment 
has  been  crested ;  bnt  that  onr  forces  will  retire  behind  Lnndi 
Kotal  is  most  improbable.  B;  general  consent,  the  Ehyber  rente 
Beemfl  to  be  recognized  as  that  most  adapted  for  commnnication, 
hostOe  or  otherwise,  with  Cabnl ;  the  Knrram  rente  is  worthless 
during  Beveral  months  of  the  year,  and  Thnll  as  a  base  has  not  a 
single  advantage.  It  then  remains  for  consideration  whether 
Lnndi  Kotal  is  sufficiently  advanced  for  onr  purpose.  To  enable 
onr  iuflnenoe  to  be  snpreme  at  Cabal,  we  most  pnt  onreelves  in 
sach  a  position  that  onr  army  shall  always  be  within  hail  of  the 
city.  Landi  Eotal  certainly  does  not  give  snch  a  position; 
Jellalabad  is  much  better,  but  its  climate  is  so  great  a  drawback, 
that  it  also  drops  ont  of  consideration  as  an  advanced  post — 
snch  a  post  being  on  Uie  plan  of  a  lorge  fortified  camp,  holding  a 
force  fnUy  equipped  in  the  matter  of  ammnnition,  supplies,  and 
trantport,  and  ready  to  move  at  the  shortest  notice.  Chindamak, 
or  ft  position  on  the  hills  near,  would  unquestionably  give  the  site 
for  the  new  outpost  on  the  north-weBt  frontier  of  India,  and  its  . 
connection  with  Feshawur  might  be  not  ^y  Jellalabad,  but  by  the 
valleys  along  the  northern  slopes  of  the  Safed  Eoh,  viz.,  vid 
Maizena  and  Peshbolak.  The  Lnghman  route  would  involve  a 
strong  garrison  at  Jellalabad,  which  is  to  be  avoided  if  possible. 
Besides,  Lnghman  cannot  compare  with  the  fertile  vaUeys  in  the 
shadow  of  the  Safed  Eoh,  wherein  grain,  forage,  fuel,  and  water, 
are  abundant.  I  can  speak  &om  personal  experience  of  Maizena 
and  Peshbolak,  having  visited  them  daring  the  last  campaign ; 
and  if  the  pacification  of  the  Shinwaris  were  once  assared,  the 
route  would  teem  with  advantages  which  cannot  be  found  on  the 
Jellalabad  Road.  It  wonld  not  be  a  task  more  difBcuIt  to  reduce 
the  Shinwaris  to  a  state  of  quietude  than  it  was  to  conrince  the 
Afridis  of  the  uselessness  of  molesting  us  in  the  Ehyber.  As 
there  is  always  a  great  outcry  against  annexation,  it  might  be 
worth  while  to  abandoo  Enxram,  merely  taking  a  quid  pro  quo  in 
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ths  JeUalabad  V&lle;.  That  this  will  Abeolately  be  done,  is  reiy 
probloaaticftl ;  bnt  it  is  to  be  hoped  tliat  the  OoTemment  will  be 
strong  enough  to  disregard  fto;  non-annexAtioD  outcry  if  the  pre- 
ponderance of  opinion,  both  among  onr  military  and  political 
experts,  is  in  fovonr  of  the  holding  of  Gvndamak.* 


6(fc  April. 
The  Muatanfi,  HabiboUa  Ehan,  who  was  sent  by  General  Roberts 
some  weeks  ago  to  negotiate  with  the  Ghazni  malcontents,  and 
indace  them  to  state  what  their  demands  really  were,  has  returned 
to  Sherpnr  and  reported  that  he  has  the  majority  of  the  chiefe 
now  at  Maidan,  and  they  are  willing  to  attend  a  Dnrbar.  Yonng 
Mnsa  Khan  has,  howeTer,  been  left  at  Qhazni  with  Mnshk-i-Alam. 
When  General  Roberts  first  proposed  to  Habibnlla  Ehan  to  go  to 
Ghasni,  and  sonnd  the  temper  of  the  malcontent  leaders,  with  a  view 
to  arrange  some  basis  upon  which  the  settlemeDt  of  Afghanistan 
flonld  be  carried  ont,  the  answer  was  that  it  wonld  be  useless — the 
irreooncilables  wonld  not  listen  to  him.  There  the  matter  ended 
for  the  time  being,  hat  some  weeks  afterwords  the  Mnstanfi  volan- 
tarily  visited  the  General,  and  said  that  he  was  willing  to  go  to  his 
home  in  Wardak,  whence  he  conld  jndge  if  it  were  possible  to 
gather  the  tribal  chiefs  together  for  purposes  of  consultation.  He 
accordingly  set  out,  and  for  the  past  two  months  we  have  heard 
strange  rumoare  of  what  was  happening  in  Wardak  and  Ghazni. 
The  Mnstaufi  now  reports  that,  on  arriving  at  his  home  in  Wardak, 
he  fell  ill,  and  for  some  time  was  unable  to  do  anything  in  the 
way  of  negotiation.  Upon  recovering,  he  began  to  sound  the 
various  Wardak  chiefs  as  to  their  views,  and  was  careful  to  point 
OQt  the  folly  of  resistance,  now  that  the  British  had  received  large 
reinforcements  and  had  strengthened  Sherpnr  and  the  heights 
above  Cabul.  At  first,  no  one  would  listen  to  him,  so  he  proceeded 
to  Ghazni  to  interview  Mahomed  Jan,  young  Tahir  Ehan  (balf- 
brotber  of  Hoshim    Ehan),   and   finally   Mushk-i-Alam.      Here 

*  Tb«  Afghtiu  CMUiot,  of  conne,  Ira  «xpaal«d  to  nndcntand  tlia  prindplo  at  pMtj- 
goTcnimeDt  at  borne ;  the  defeat  of  the  CaueTratin  party  and  tho  noaU  of  Lord 
Ljtton  pnt  ao  end  to  mch  ideu  ai  the  retcntioa  of  Candahar  and  the  nwinteaaoee  of 
the  MnonliSo  frootier.  Onr  ohango  of  polio;  wm  uinDdentood  gmmlly  io  Af^lMBu- 
ttn,  whore,  to  tUa  daj,  H  U  belioTed  we  vara  ton  weak  (o  varj  onl  onr  viglMJ  ^am. 
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also  he  met  with  bat  little  Bnccess :  Mahomed  Jan  wonld  not  adopt 
his  TiflWB,  bat  talked  of  a  new  jehad,  and  the  driving  of  tho 
British  out  of  the  conntry ;  the  Bucoess  of  the  first  few  weeks  of 
December  was  to  be  repeated  on  a  larger  scale,  and  every  tribes- 
man was  to  rise  from  Ghazni  to  Jellalabad.  Against  snch  tall 
talk  the  Mustaafi  coald  only  nrge  that  the  jehad  wonld  come  to 
as  bitter  and  humiliating  an  end  as  the  previoas  one  had  done  on 
December  28rd,  when  the  force  sent  to  attack  Sherpnr  had  been 
beaten  off  with  great  loss.  Then  Mahomed  Jan  veered  ronnd 
slightly,  and  said  he  wonld  abandon  all  idea  of  fighting  if  Takab 
Khan  were  reinstated,  or  Mnsa  Ehan  created  Amir.  The  former 
scheme,  he  was  told,  was  impossible ;  the  latter  might  possibly  be 
considered.  The  Mnstanfi  was  mach  hindered  in  his  work  by 
yonng  Tahir  Khan,  who  had  Mnsa  Khan  in  his  keeping.  This 
yonng  sirdar  cordially  hates  his  half-brother,  Hashim  Ehan  ;  and 
as  he  knew  Habibnlla  was  working  solely  in  the  latter's  interest, 
he  tried  to  thwart  him  in  every  way.  This  game  of  cross- purposes 
wonld  have  been  most  interesting  to  an  outsider  if  all  the  intri- 
cacies of  the  intrigues  coald  have  been  understood  ;  but  it  must 
sorely  have  tried  the  temper  of  the  Mnstanfi,  who  had  everything 
to  gain  by  bringing  the  malcontenta  to  look  at  matters  from  bis 
point  of  view.  He  was,  however,  more  than  a  match  for  a  drunken 
debauchee,  such  as  Mahomed  Jan  and  an  inexperienced  yonth  like 
Tahir  Khan.  Taming  his  attention  to  Mnshk-i-AJam,  he  used 
different  arguments  to  those  employed  with  the  military  leaders  of 
the  disaffected.  He  showed  to  the  old  mooUah  that  the  only  way 
of  getting  rid  of  the  infidels  (whom  he  hated  jast  as  much  as  any 
reckless  fanatic)  was  by  negotiation,  and  not  by  resistance :  the 
former  course  might  put  Cabnl  once  more  into  a  position  of 
importance ;  the  latter  could  only  result  in  disaster  to  Afghanistan, 
as  the  British  forces  were  daily  growing  in  strength,  and  it  was 
fully  intended  to  capture  Ghazni  from  the  Candahar  direction,  and 
punish  every  tribe  showing  overt  hostility.  The  mooUah  was  half- 
convinced,  and  was  left  in  such  a  &ame  of  mind  that  good  results 
might  be  looked  for.  Then  Habibulla  Ehan  turned  his  attention 
to  the  powerful  chiefs  of  his  own  tribe,  and  by  means  which  we 
are  ignorant  of,  won  them  all  over  to  his  side.  They,  perhaps, 
scented  fntare  rewards  and  great  power  in  the  direction  of  the 
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State  when  their  kmBmao  shoald  be  Finance  Minister  of  %  new 
Amir,  and  they  announced  themBelves  as  prepared  to  conanlt  with 
the  BribiBh  npon  the  subject  of  a  future  GoTemment.  The  example 
of  the  Wardak  chiefa  was  contagious,  and  soon  the  Logar  inaiik* 
mAde  common  cause  with  them.  Mahomed  Jao  thus  saw  himself 
being  deserted  b;  the  tribes  apon  whom  he  had  mainly  relied,  and 
he  at  last  promised  to  accompany  the  Mnstaufi  to  Msidan  to  take 
part  in  a  great  tribal  Durbar,  although  he  re&ained  from  pledging; 
himself  to  any  fixed  decision.  Just  about  this  time  the  Hazans 
raided  upon  Nani,  south  of  Ohazni,  and  the  Mnstaufi  was  in  fear 
that  all  his  arrangements  would  be  upset,  as  Mahomed  Jan  etarted 
to  repel  the  raiders.  From  that  point  much  uncertainty  as  to  what 
was  really  occurring  was  felt  in  Sherpnr ;  and  as  it  was  known  that 
Mr.  Lepel  Griffin's  declaration  of  the  partition  of  Afghanistan 
had  been  sullenly  received  even  by  Eashim  Khan,  it  was  not 
unnaturally  supposed  that  the  Mnstaufi  would  be  left  in  the  lurch 
by  the  chie&  who  had  pledged  themselves  to  follow  his  instroo- 
tions. 

Yesterday  Habibulla  Khan  rode  from  Maidan  to  Sherpor,  and 
all  doubts,  so  &r  as  regards  the  chiefs  being  at  Maidan,  are  set 
at  rest.  He  reports  that  he  left  there  all  the  headmen  of  War- 
dak, Logar,  Ahmadzai  Ghilzais,  and  Zurmut  (the  district  east  of 
Ghazni  towards  Ehost),  together  with  Mahomed  Jan,  Mir  Butcha, 
Kohistaui;  Mahomed  Hasan  Khan,  ex-Governor  of  Jellalabad; 
Sirdars  Tahir  Khan,  Alim  Khan,  Surwar  Khan,  and  other  notables, 
including  Generals  Aslam  Khan,  Gholam  Jan,  and  Kurrim  Khan, 
who  fought  against  us  at  Charasia. 

The  news  that  General  Sir  Donald  Stewart  with  a  large  foree 
left  Gandahar  a  week  ago  for  Ghazni  has  undoubtedly  had  an 
effect  upon  these  men.  It  is  difficult  to  see  what  our  own  polu^ 
will  be  hereafter,  as  the  change  of  Government  at  home  may 
bring  about  quite  a  new  departure.  All  General  Boberts  and 
Mr.  Lepel  Griffin  can  do,  is  to  endeavour  to  gain  the  ear  of  the 
chiefs,  and  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  their  wishes  in  the  matter  of 
a  settled  Government.  The  chiefs  now  at  Maidan  will  be  asked 
to  attend  a  Durbar,  shortly  to  be  held  in  Sherpur.  Mr.  A.  C. 
Lyall,  Foreign  Secretary,  has  paid  a  flying  visit  to  Gabnl,  and  is 
now  on  his  way  back  to  India. 
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The  Durbar  for  the  reception  of  snch  of  the  chiefs  as  chose  to 
come  in  has,  at  last,  been  held,  and  the  vilest  dedarstioD  yet 
made  of  the  intentions  of  the  OoTemment  of  India  has  been 
lifltened  to  by  the  Gabol  sirdars  and  the  men  whom  the  Mnstanfi 
has  indnoed  to  Visit  Sherpor.  It  may  be  as  well,  oooe  for  all,  to 
state  that  the  chiefs  represented  only  a  minority  of  the  tribes- 
men, although  a  paper  of  requests  which  they  have  presented  was 
signed  by  nearly  ^  l^e  Watdak,  Iiogar,  and  Sonthem  Ghiku 
fflo^Aij.  The  MuBtanfi's  personal  interest  in  Wardak  was  sofB- 
ciently  strong  to  bring  many  of  his  kinsmen  in ;  bnt  Mahomed 
Jan's  brother,  who  is  head  of  the  olan,  woald  not  sccompuiy  the 
rest,  considering  his  signatnre  qaite  enongh  for  all  practical  par- 
poses,  Mahomed  Jan  himself  would  haTe  come  in  willingly  if  a 
khiUut  had  been  promised  and  certain  honoors  paid  to  him  as  a 
successful  General ;  bat  this  we  very  sensibly  deollned  to  do,  and 
he  is  now  out  in  the  cold.  Mahomed  Hasan  Khan,  ex-GoTemor 
of  Jellalabad,  also  declined  at  the  last  moment,  aa  he  will  have 
Qo  one  but  Yakab  Khan  aa  Amir ;  while  Mir  Batoha  and  Surwar 
Khan,  Purwani,  are  too  busy,  levying  men  in  Kohistsn  for  Abdur 
Bahman'a  army,  to  think  of  wasting  their  time  at  Sherpnr.  We 
had  then,  really,  at  the  Durbar  repreaentatiTes  of  the  Wardak, 
Logsr,  Zurmut,  and  Koh-Damon  people,  or  sections  of  the 
people,  Bind  also  all  the  Barakzai  airdara  with  ns  in  Cabnl,  as 
well  as  the  three  Sirdars — Snrwar  Khan,  Tahir  Khan,  and  Alini 
Khan — who  have  been  taking  care  of  young  Musa  Jan,  at  Ghazni, 
in  the  hope  that  he  might  some  day  be  made  Amir  by  the 
British. 

The  Dorbar  was  held  in  a  large  tent  pitched  near  the  Engineers' 
Park  in  Sherpur.  The  sirdars  and  tnaliks  rode  into  Sherpor 
from  the  city  at  eleven  o'clock,  and  spent  their  time  until  three 
o'clock  in  discussing  current  eventa  and  admiring  each  other's 
wonderful  raiment.  They  were  marshalled  in  dne  order  in  the 
Dnrbar  tent  before  four  o'clock,  Wali  Mahomed,  Governor  of  the 
city,  being  placed  on  the  right  of  the  seats  assigned  to  Sir  F. 
Boberts  and  Mr.  Lepel  Griffin,  the  Mustaufi  and  the  Nawab  Gho- 
Ism  HDBBain  being  just  in  rear ;   while  Sirdar  TTiwhim  Khan, 
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Abdnlla  Khan,  and  the  other  loyal  Barakzai  princes  were  gifen 
chairs  on  the  right.  The  tribal  chiefs  sqnatted  on  the  gronnd  jnst 
within  the  shadow  of  the  tent,  while  each  British  officers  as 
chose  to  attend  were  seated  on  the  General's  left.  General  Bobs, 
commanding  the  2nd  Division,  and  the  Brigadiers,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  General  Baker,  who  is  tying  ill  &om  an  attack  of  fever, 
were  among  tiie  British  officers  present.  A  guard  of  hononr  of 
100  men  of  the  72nd  Highlanders,  with  their  band,  were  drawn 
up — bayonets  fixed,  and  ball  ammnnition  in  their  ponches — on 
the  road  leading  from  the  General's  gateway ;  while  small  parties 
of  the  Srd  Sikhs  and  5th  Ghoorkas  were  stationed  in  rear  of  the  - 
tent  as  an  extra  precantion.  Afghan  fanaticism  takes,  at  times, 
snch  determined  shape,  that  even  in  a  Dnrbar  a  ghazi  might  de- 
clare himself;  and  it  was  therefore  only  wise  to  be  ready  for  an 
emergency.  It  wonld  have  Cared  ill  with  any  fanatic  who  might 
have  attempted  to  amnse  himself  preparatory  to  entering  Fai»- 
dise,  for  the  Highlanders,  Sikhs,  and  Ghoorkas  are  too  old 
soldiers  to  care  for  a  knife-cat  when  their  bayonets  are  ready 
for  ase.  Sir  Frederick  Roberts,  with  his  personal  Staff,  and  Mr. 
Lepel  Griffin,  Chief  Political  OfBcer,  walked  from  the  head- 
qnarters  to  the  tent ;  and  as  the  General  entered  after  the  oanal 
honours  from  the  goard  ontside,  the  sirdars  and  malikt  rose  to 
their  feet  and  made  obeisance  with  true  Oriental  humility.  The 
scene  was  picturesque  enough,  and  yet  there  was  a  grim  touoh  of 
irony  in  the  surroundings;  for,  preceding  the  General,  came 
eight  Highlanders  with  the  inevitable  fixed  bayonets,  who  opened 
out  on  either  hand  in  the  tent,  and  stood  to  attention  in  the  space 
between  the  chiefs  and  the  British  officers.  Sir  Frederick  Boberts's 
native  orderlies,  two  long-limbed  Sikhs,  two  wiry  Pathans,  and  a 
pair  of  fierce  little  Ghoorkas,  who  are  always  to  be  foond  at  the 
General's  heels,  took  up  their  places  behind  him,  their  bayonets 
shining  out  among  the  gold-laced  caps  of  the  Staff  and  the  un- 
dress nniforms  of  the  officers  of  the  garrison  whom  cnriosity 
bad  prompted  to  be  present.  Aiba  the  preliminary  shuffling  and 
gathering  up  of  robes,  the  A:^han  notables  followed  the  General's 
example  and  quietly  sat  down,  the  malik»  falling  upon  their 
knees  and  folding  their  bands  in  an  attitude  of  great  attention. 
There  was  not  much  to  attract  notice  either  in  their  faces  or 
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dflmesnooT :  they  were  merely  commonplace  men,  w&iting  leBpect- 
folly  apon  the  General's  pleasore ;  bat  there  was  presently  s  stir 
among  them  when  the  names  of  Scrwar  £han,  Tahir  Khan,  and 
Alim  EhflD  were  called  out.  These  three  sird&rs  were  presented 
to  the  General  by  Mr.  Griffin,  and  after  shaking  hands  and 
making  respectfal  bows  tbey  retarned  to  their  places.  Tahir  Khan 
is  a  yonng  man  of  nineteen  or  twenty,  with  a  sullen  expression  of 
&ce,  and  with  none  of  the  dignity  of  a  prince :  be  might,  with  % 
little  trouble,  be  made  to  look  like  a  decent  Caboli  tyce ;  but  even 
then  be  wotdd  be  a  poor  figure  among  his  compeers  of  the  stable. 
Sir  Frederick  Roberts  did  not  receive  any  of  the  tribal  chieb, 
whose  position,  indeed,  wonld  not  have  warranted  snah  an  atten- 
tion, bat  immediately  opened  the  Dnrbar  by  a  abort  speech, 
greatly  to  the  purpose.    He  said  : — 


"Ian  Tai7gUd  to  mart  fon  hsn  to-dKf,  npecuU;  tliM*  who  thrangh  the  good 
offisM  at  the  Mnituifi  hkre  b*«ii  indiMed  to  Mme  into  Oabnl  to  mako  tii«ir  viibei 
known  to  me.  I  tmit  thii  Dnrlai  ia  the  beginning  of  thg  end,  and  that  it  wiL  now  b* 
pouible  tta-atto  taitex  into  ragh  an  arrmngement  with  the  people  of  Afghaniitan  ai 
will  ananre  an  hononrable  pmoe  and  lasting  friendihip  botween  thsm  and  the  British. 
Some  of  jon,  I  nndentaod,  hetitated  to  aeoompMn;  tha  Hnatanft,  fearing  jonr  treat- 
ment and  reoaption  bj  na  night  not  be  noh  aa  we  had  pronibed  jon,  and  that  w>me 
eril  might  befall  jon.  Ton  need  nei^r  hare  an/  aash  fear  when  jooi  eafatj  hu  been 
anored  on  the  word  of  a  Britiah  officer.  The  Britiah  do  not  wkj  one  thing  and  do 
another.  Ton  who  hare  oome  in  hare  been  hononnblj  treated,  and  aftei  thi*  Dnrtiar 
Ton  an  mil  at  libertf  to  depart.  I  bnat,  when  toq  Ua-te  Cabal,  jon  will  oanj  awaj 
with  JOD  a  mora  (riendlf  feeling  towarda  na  tlian  aome  of  fon  bitberto  mtsituned  ; 
and  tliat  thoK  of  jonr  partj  who  we  itill  holding  aloof  will  be  wiae  enongh  to  follow  the 
good  example  jon  have  Mt  them,  and  will  accept  our  inntation  to  oome  into  OibnI. 
Mr.  Lepel  OrifBn,  Chief  Political  Ofaeer  in  North  and  Eaatern  A^hanialan,  with  whom 
yon  hare  alnadj  beoome  Mqnuinted,  will  now,  on  the  p«rt  of  the  Ghraniment  of  India, 
aniwer  the  reqneet  joa  bare  made." 

This  speech  having  been  translated  into  Persian,  Mr.  Lepel 
Orif&n  addressed  the  chiefs.  His  speech,  delirered  in  Persian,  was 
to  the  following  effect : — 

"SiKsu^  Ehub,  ud  Kuhb  or  Cibdt., 

"  It  bae  been  m;  wlab,  for  aome  time  put,  to  meet  jon  all  in  Dnrbar,  and  to 
explaJn  to  jon  collectiralj  and  pnblidj,  ai  I  hare  alreadj  done  priratelj,  the  inlentiona 
of  tiie  Britiah  Ooiernuent  with  regati]  to  tlie  eettlement  of  Alghaoiatan.  Thi«  ia  a 
faTODiabte  opportnnit;,  when  npliea  hare  been  giTen  to  the  reqnraM  of  certain  chiefa 
and  •nalik*  in  the  neighbonrhcod  of  Qhami  who  have  been  long  hoetlU,  hnt  who  hafe, 
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%\  1h^  Gattntd  to  tha  tdtiM  of  the  HiutMifi  whom  Sir  Fndariok  B«tMTta  Mat  t* 
leftKDie  then,  uid  liftT«  d«pDl«d  BUi;  ol  their  ntunbet  to  pkco  theu  reqiuoti  reapect- 
foll;  before  the  OoTemoietit.  It  ii  to  be  regretted  that  the  more  importuit  of  the 
leader*  htre  not  come  in  penoD.  Vhen  the  OoTenment  pnmiaed  them  &  Mfe-eondoet, 
there  wu  no  reuon  for  emi  those  vho  had  been  moit  oi^eaed  to  it,  to  fear  for  Hicn 
liTM,  or  their  libertj.  The  Briliih  OnTenuaeDt  bewt  no  ill-will  to  thoea  who  hare 
fou^t  lairlj  ■gunit  it,  and  thoae  of  the  repraeentatiTes  who  bare  oome  te  Oabnl  an 
iKt  to  leare  whan  the;  wiah  ;  daring  their  itaj  thej  will  be  treated  ai  friends  and  gneata^ 
Bot  Qioat  ehiefa  who  have  remained  behind  at  Uaidao,  matt  not  think  their  dgnatoni 
on  the  paper  of  reqaesta  will  be  oonndered  ai  aqulTalent  to  thur  praaanes  ;  the  more  ao 
aa  we  know  that  the  reaaon  wh;  aome  of  them  hare  not  come  ia  that  the;  have  aaoaet^ 
abandoned  the  eanae  the;  profen  to  ntppoit,  and  bare  made  promiaea  to  others.  When 
;oQ  retnm  to  Hudan,  ask  Qenarala  Ohglam  H;der  and  Hahamsd  Jan  when  the;  are 
going  to  deeert  700. 

"Maliikt  of  Ohuni,  Maidan,  and  Logar,  and  Chieta  of  die  Qhilni,  Wardak,  aad 
other  tribea  in  (heir  neighbourhood, — I  baie  met  jon  more  than  onoe  in  piivate  inter- 
view, and  have  diatnuaed  with  joa,  in  a  friandl;  wa;,  ;onr  reqnesta  ;  and  I  now  onl; 
wiah  to  la;  pnblialj,  and  for  the  information  of  the  airdan  and  the  people  of  the  et^ 
and  neighbonrhood  of  Cabal,  whom  it  conoanu  as  oloaal;  as  it  doea  jon,  what  I  have 
alreadj  said  to  ;on.  Yon  have  first  aaked  that  the  former  friendship  of  the  Govern- 
mant  of  the  Qnean-Empreaa  of  Hindnetau  ahonld  be  rectoied,  that  die  Amir  Taknb 
Khan  sboold  be  released  and  rcinatatsd,  and  that  the  British  Aim;  aboiild  retire  (row 
Afghaniitan.  In  repl;,  I  wonld  fint  remind  ;an  that  the  breach  in  oar  mntnal  friend- 
■hip  was  made  b;  the  Amir  Shore  Ali  Shan.  The  Britiili  Qovennaent  not  onl;  alwa;a 
defied  and  still  deaint  friendship  with  Afghanistan,  bnt  will  not  appmnt  aayoae  aa 
Amir  who  doas  not  prnfaea  friendship  ;  nor  will  it  allow  him  to  oontlnne  Amir  onleM  he 
plainl;  shows  himself  the  friend  of  the  ftianda  of  the  Britiah  Qovenuaent,  and  tlM 
•nem;  of  ita  enemiea.  For  this  reason,  the  Ticero;  baa  decided  that  Taksb  Ehan  ahal) 
not  retain  to  Afghanixtan.  Ton  know  whether  he  otoerved  the  ptomiaes  be  bad  mada 
to  the  British  dovaiamant ;  joa  know  he  rewarded  thoae  wfao  oppcaad  aa  in  tha  fiiat 
oampugn  ;  while  those  who  had  aausted  na  he  tamed  oat  of  thnr  lands  and  appoiat- 
inenta.  Tod  have  told  me  printet;  that  if  Yakab  Khan  be  not  allowed  to  retom,  jtoq 
are  willing  to  aeeept  as  Amir  an;one  whom  the  Britiah  Qavernmait  ma;  chooee  to  aelect. 
This  expreaaion  of  tha  wiah  of  a  large  namber  of  reepeotable  noiiU  will  bf  at  a  preptr 
time  laid  before  His  Biceliene;  the  Tloero;,  together  with  that  of  othan  who  ma;  wish 
to  snppott  the  candidatore  of  Wali  Ifahomed,  Haahim  Ehan,  Miua  Khan,  A;ab  Ehao, 
or  an;  other  member  of  the  rating  famil;  who  ma;  be  approved  bj  a  lai^e  namber  of 
the  people.  Gkiveniment  hu  no  intention  of  annexing  Afghanistan,  and  will  ooonp;  no 
mora  of  it  than  mi^  be  neceaaar;  for  tha  safet;  of  ita  own  frontiar.  Bat  the  previDoe 
of  Oandahar  will  not  remain  nnited  to  Cabal :  it  will  be  placed  andar  tbe  indepeadeot 
rule  of  a  Barakiai  prince.  For  the  adminiiitratjon  of  tboaa  prDVincaa  that  remain 
attached  to  Cabnl,  tbe  Qovemment  is  aniioos  to  appoint  an  Amir  who  shall  be  stnmg 
enoogfa  to  gorem  his  people  and  be  steadfast  in  hia  friendship  to  the  Britiah :  and  tf 
onl;  these  qoalificationB  be  aecared,  tiie  Qovenunent  ia  willing  and  aniioas  to  reoognin 
the  wish  of  the  Afghan  people  and  of  their  tribal  chiefs,  and  to  nominate  an  Amir  of 
their  choice.  Bnt  no  deoiiion  can  be  given  at  present.  Ton  who  have  aSBDmbled  here 
repiasent  bat  a  small  part  of  the  people,  and  it  is  neceaaar;  to  aaoertun  tha  viewa  and 
viflhcs  of  man;  other  ohieb  and  airdare  who  are  abaant  inan  Cabal.  But  ;oar  votea  ia 
favour  of  Taknh  Khan'a  immediate  famil;  will  be  remembered  and  considered,  if,  until 
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tiie  dwdnon  of  the  QorernmoDt  be  giren,  jou  kbaolntel;  abrtUii  from  ftll  hoctile  actioD  ; 
otlinvlM  do  not  (ipMt  that  the  QoTnnmcnt  will  oODnder  him  likelj  to  b«  a  triendlj 
Amir  whose  frienda  are  its  pernatent  enemiea.  The  armies  of  the  Qneen-Bmp reaa  will 
witiidra*  tram  **g>'^"'^taii.  wban  Iha  Gmrnnment  eotulden  tliat  the  proper  time  haa 
oome.  A*  tha;  did  not  enter  Alghaniatan  with  jaat  pennUsoo,  ao  they  will  not  irith- 
dnw-  at  Tom  reqoeat.  When  tha  eonntr;  ia  again  peaceful,  and  when  a  friendly  Amir 
haa  bean  leleetsd,  the  QovemmeDt  haa  no  wiah  to  remain  in  Afghanistan.  The  annjr 
oaina  to  Oabnl  to  infliot  pnniibneiit  for  the  mnrder  of  Ita  Bnroj  in  time  of  peace,  whinh 
aome  of  yon  have  eaUad  a  I'agreitable  aoddent,  bnt  which  the  Britiafa  Qorernment  oon- 
sidsn  an  atrodoaa  crime.     It  will  remain  nntil  aome  aatiBtactary  wttlemsnt  oaa  be 

"Ton  have  be«n  told  that  an  army  from  Caudahar  ia  now  marching  on  Qhami,  while 
another  from  Bomtaky  baa  takso  ita  pla««  at  Candahar.  A  third  army  ia  in  Eurrnm,  a 
fonrth  at  Oahol,  a  fifth  at  Jellalabad,  in  the  Klqrber,  and  at  Peahawnr.  The  Qsaara) 
haa  ordered  a  strong  force  to  maieh  from  Oabnl  in  three  day*  tomrds  Haidan,  to  co- 
operate with  the  Candahar  army.  If  yon  ore  wise,  yon  will  do  everything  to  aasiat  thia 
foTM,  which  ia  not  *ant  against  yon,  nor  will  it  molest  yon,  if  only  tbe  oondnet  of  the 
people  is  friendly.  I^  on  the  oontniy,  yoa  listen  to  Isadara  who  only  deodTe  yon  for 
their  own  advantage,  and  oonunit  and  excite  boatUity  again«t  the  OoTemment,  pnniahr 
ncnt  will  quickly  and  certainly  follow.  The  Khngianl  tribe  three  weeks  ago  attacked 
the  British  Fort  near  CFundamak,  at  night ;  they  bave  riace  had  to  pay  a  fine  of 
Ba.  10,000,  and  firs  of  their  towen  have  been  blown  np.  ^e  Hiaank  people  hare 
been  conimittiDg  ontngea  on  the  road  and  auiying  off  men  and  eattls.  A  large  force 
haa  been  sent  by  the  Oeneial  into  Hisarak,  and  a  fine  of  Ba.  Ifi.DOO  his  been  imposed. 

"  The  GoTemment  is  qnite  willing  to  be  friends  with  yon  and  to  treat  jon  as  ita 
friends  ;  hut  it  ia  also  reaalTsd  to  be  obeyed,  so  long  aa  ita  armiea  am  in  the  oonntry, 
and  to  pnnish  aeverely  any  open  opposition.  Yon  have  a  proverb  tbkt  force  and  money 
are  the  only  powers  in  Afghanistan.  It  is  for  yon  to  ehooee  which  joa  wish.  Qorem- 
ment  intends  to  keep  the  sword  for  ita  enemlea  and  the  money  for  its  friends ;  and  it 
70D  are  wise  yon  will  connt  yovraelTaa  aa  onr  frisnds.  Those  people  dsoei>s  yon  who 
preach  a  jeAod,  and  MJ  the  Kngliih  an  (he  enemiea  of  Islam.  In  India  fif^  million 
Mahomedans  enjoy  nnder  the  goremment  of  Qie  Qneen  greater  liber^,  bappiocst,  and 
seenrity  than  in  any  oonntry  in  the  world  ;  and  it  is  the  British  Qovemment  which  has 
many  times,  by  a  great  eipendltnre  ol  men  and  treasure,  gnarded  and  preeerved  the 
emtdit  of  the  Boltan  of  Turkey  against  hii  snemica.  Qovetnmsnt  is  the  friend  and 
protector  of  Islam,  and  not  its  deatroyer.  As  to  yonr  own  reqneata  for  the  appointment 
of  a  Hahonedan  agent  at  Cabnl,  and  ■  giant  of  assistsnoe  in  money  and  material  to  the 
new  Amir,  I  can  only  say  that  thsee  requots  have  been  made  by  yon  in  igncranee,  for 
they  an  matteit  whioh  will  be  deddsd,  by  the  Ooremment  of  India,  with  the  obief 
whom  they  agree  to  appoint  as  Amir,  It  is  not  fitting  for  small  pernns  to  disonas  them. 
Of  this  Mily  be  anored,  that  he  whom  the  Viceroy  of  India  may  select  will  be  sapported 
"bj  the  Oovemment  in  every  poauble  way,  so  long  aa  he  ahowi  friendly  intentions 

The  cHefs  listened  silently  and  with  the  phlegmatic  attention 
they  always  show  in  Dnrbar,  and  they  clearly  anderstood  the 
speeches.  Mr.  Griffin  spoke  in  Persian,  and  a  Fnehtn  translation 
was   also  read  out  for  the  benefit  of  snch  as  were  imperfectly 
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scqnainted  with  Peraian.  Bnoh  of  the  British  officers  aa  eonld 
speak  neither  langnage  were  in  the  dark  as  to  the  Political  Officer's 
declaration,  bat  camp  gosBip  soon  famished  them  with  a  f&irly- 
correct  translation.  The  finnneBS  of  the  language  and  tiie  on- 
compromising  terms  in  which  the  sirdars  and  chiefs  were  told  (rf 
OQT  intentions  haa  been  approved  in  camp  in  the  follest  way. 
Onr  great  hope  is  that  no  exigencies  of  party  politics  at  home  will 
caase  a  modification ;  it  wonid  be  fatal  to  onr  prestige  if  we  had 
to  withdraw  from  reBolntiona  now  made  public.  The  Cabal  chiefs 
had  already  been  told  what  they  had  to  expect;  and  the  Barakzai 
sirdars  now  learned  what  decision  the  Goremment  of  India  had 
arrived  at — Gandahar  to  be  the  fief  of  an  independent  prince ; 
an  Amir  to  be  elected  by  the  voice  of  the  people,  who  should  be 
friendly  to  the  British ;  and  the  withdrawal  of  oar  army  when 
snch  a  man  had  been  foond — these  were  the  main  points.  Herat 
was  not  mentioned,  and  this  is  the  more  significant  as  it  was  fiilly 
known  that  the  separation  of  Herat  from  the  Ihirani  kingdom  was 
a  sore  point,  even  with  oar  friends  in  Cabal.  The  fatare  of  that 
district  may  well  be  allowed  to  drop  oat  of  sight  for  the  present, 
as  mitil  it  becomes  clear  who  the  new  Amir  is  to  be,  we  canoot 
possibly  nndertake  to  say  what  shall  become  of  Herat.  If  he  is 
a  man  equal  to  holding  TorkiBtan  and  Herat  as  well  as  Cabal, 
and  to  be  tme,  at  the  same  time,  to  his  friendship  to  as,  we  might 
so  strengthen  his  hands  that  he  could  defy  rebellion  and  intrigoe 
and  make  his  government  all-powerfol  from  our  north-western 
frontier  to  the  borders  of  Persia.  The  allusion  to  Turkey  was 
certainly  not  a  happy  one ;  we  may,  it  is  true,  have  gone  to  war 
several  times  to  maintain  that  Mahomedan  kingdom,  but  onr  late 
desertion  of  the  Sultan  cannot  recommend  oar  policy  to  snch 
fanatical  Mussulmans  as  the  Afghans.  Abdar  Bahman's  name, 
too,  was  not  mentioned ;  and  as  he  is  already  knocking  at  oor 
gates,  it  might  have  been  wiser  to  make  some  allusiouB  to  him. 

The  result  of  the  Dorbar  has  been  satisfactory  enough  as  £ar 
as  the  Cabul  sirdars  are  concerned,  who  folly  believe  that  one  of 
their  number  will  yet  be  Amir.  Sirdars  Wali  Mahomed  Khan  and 
Hashim  Khan  have  accepted  the  mediation  of  the  Mnstaofi,  and 
have  pledged  themselves  to  act  in  concert,  if  either  of  them  ia 
placed  on  the  throne.     They  both  dread  the  advent  of   Abdur 
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Bshmao  and  the  poBBible  enconragement  he  ma;  receire  from  the 
Britiab,  if  he  comes  as  a  friend,  and  they  are  very  anzioiia  to 
show  that  their  combined  party  would  be  strong  enough  to  keep 
the  Dnrani  kingdom  together.  They  have,  as  yet,  received  uo 
distinct  promises  firom  as,  and  it  is  not  too  maoh  to  say  that  we 
are  inclined  to  treat  their  claims  with  contempt  antil  we  leam 
more  of  Abdnr  Rahman's  intentions.  The  tribal  chiefs,  too,  are 
not  of  Bofficient  importance  to  jnetify  ns  in  believing  that  any 
arrangement  made  with  them  would  he  of  a  lasting  kind ;  and 
thongb  we  have  so  far  respected  their  feelings  as  not  to  send  oar 
force  oat  to  Maidan  to-day,  we  still  intend  to  move  4,000  men 
ander  General  John  Bobs  to  Sheikhabad,  on  the  Ghazni  Boad, 
there  to  join  hands  with  Sir  Donald  Stewart.  News  from  Kon- 
dnz  is  to  the  effect  that  Abdnr  Bahm&n  Khan  is  collecting  men 
and  raising  money,  and  that  his  agents  have  been  well  received  in 
Eohistan. 


CHAPTEB  XXVI. 


ni«  FaiM  tant  to  oo-opanta  with  ffir  Donald  Stomtrt — Slrangth  of  Gtnaitl  Boaa'a 
DinnoD — A  Foraa  noiad  oat  to  Charaau — Huan  Ehaa  in  Logv — Abdnr  t^'"ran 
and  Iha  EabutaiuB — GananI  Boaa'a  Adtaaoa  on  tKa  Qhaani  £oad — Oonununicatum 
opeiiad  witt  Sir  Donald  Stawart — Ilcwa  of  the  Aotion  at  Alimed  Ehel — Astioa  a( 
CbaiaaiB — Colonel  Jenkina  attacked  b;  Haa«n  Ehui — Ths  Chuaaia  Foroo  atrsngth- 
an*d — Deasription  of  tiie  Action — Qential  Kaopheiaon'a  Diapoaition  of  llie  Bain- 
[OTMment* — Defeat  and  Diipeinon  of  ths  Logaria  under  Baaan  Ehan — HoaT7 
LotaM  ot  tho  Af^ian*— The  Leadera  of  the  Attaok. 

Thb  following  extracts  from  letterswill explain  General  Boss'smove- 
ment  towards  Gbasni  to  co-operate  with  Sir  Donald  Stewart: — 

17tA  April,  1880. 
Sufficient  time  havii^  been  given  to  the  obiefe  who  attended  the 
late  Durbar  to  return  to  their  homes,  the  force  told  off  to  co-oper- 
ate with  Sir  Donald  Stewart's  colnnm  advancing  from  Cand^iar, 
haa  started  for  Sheikhabad  on  the  Ghazni  Boad.  It  left  yesterday 
morning  under  command  of  Major-General  John  Boss,  and  took 
the  road  to  Argandah,  halting  for  the  night  at  Eils  Kazi,  7  or 
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Its  Dninerical  Btrengtb  was  Dearly 


8  miles  from  the  Cabal  gorge.     Its  oimierical  Btrengtb 
4,000  fighting  men  of  all  arms,  made  np  as  followB  : — 


Offlotn. 

BukudFUlL 

Bhuv  HoiinUiii  B*Ueij  (S  gniu) 

8rd  B«ni»l  cW           

BthFoot      fCtaiBndC.) 

«h  Qhoorku         \    Ooi^'i  \- 

SMh  P»nj>bI(MiTeIiifui(i7  \  Brigade  S 

aSrdKoiiMn         

Sid  CoMpuj  e«t>P«"*>id  Minen 
Keld  Fuk  [OHrUin  Bnokenbnir) 

Zl 

131 
200 
100 
200 
SEO 
700 
660 
660 
680 
96 
60 

ToUl        

7* 

8.887 

The  officers  of  the  Sta£F  are — General  Bobb,  commanding ; 
Major  BoyeB,  A.A.G.;  Captain  Datton,  A.Q.M.G.;  and  Dr. 
Macnalt;,  Staff  Surgeon ;  Brigadier- General  Charles  Gtoagh, 
C.B.,  T.C. ;  Major  Gerard,  Brigade  Major;  Mc^or  Eisloch  and 
Major  Combe,  D.A.Q.M.Gb.  Captain  Ridgeway  is  the  FoUtical 
OfBcer  with  the  Division. 

This  force  is  of  sufficient  etreogth  to  hold  its  own  against  any 
force  that  can  possibl;  be  gathered  together  on  the  Ghazni  Boad, 
bnt  it  seems  anlikely  that  it  will  meet  with  any  seiioas  opposition 
in  that  quarter.  Mahomed  Jan's  faction  has  been  so  split  np, 
that  he  will  have  difficulty  in  raising  large  bodies  of  men  in  fatnre, 
particnlarly  as  the  eyes  of  the  Kohistanis,  Cabulis,  Logaris,  and 
Safis  are  aU  turned  northwarda,  Abdnr  Bahman's  moTsments 
beyond  the  Hindu  Eush  being  far  more  discussed  than  any  tribal 
warfare  towards  Gbazni.  To-day  heliograms  &om  Argandeb  are 
to  the  efiect  that  Mahomed  Jan  has  fled  to  Xarkh,  the  valley 
wherein  are  Bahadur  Ehan'a  viUages  -risited  by  ns  in  Novembu- 
last.  Two  thousand  men  under  Abdul  Gaffhr,  a  local  mocXlah  of 
some  importance,  are  said  to  have  assembled  there ;  bat  ouless 
this  force  is  increased  tenfold,  no  opposition  worthy  of  the  name 
oan  be  shown  to  General  Boss.  Mahomed  Jan's  parting  shot  wag 
a  sammons  to  all  the  Eohiatani  moItAw  to  raise  their  fbllowera  and 
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ntftrch  to  Ghazni  to  resist  the  Candahor  force — a  sommons,  it  is 
seedleBB  to  saj,  vMch  will  not  be  obeyed,  as  tbe  Kobietanis  are 
not  fbolish  enough  to  place  themeelTes  in  a  position  where  they 
would  be  cnt  off  &om  their  homes.  Mahomed  Hasan  Khan  and 
Qeneral  £arim  Khan  have  gone  to  I<ogar  to  get  men  together. 
The  Gh&zni  &ctioD  is  on  the  horns  of  a  dilemma,  and  the  next 
few  weeks  will  probably  see  oar  troops  promenading  throngh 
Wardak  and  Lc^;ar,  ooUecting  revenoe  and  snpplies,  without  any 
show  of  refdstanoe  to  oar  orders.  Of  coarse,  if  Abdar  Bahmaa 
makes  a  demonstration  at  Charikar,  there  may  be  another  oat- 
borst  of  fanaticism ;  bat,  so  for  as  we  can  jadge,  that  adventaree 
is  not  too  anxioae  to  cross  the  Hindn  Knsh  ontil  matters  are  a 
little  more  advanced.  If  he  con  see  his  way  to  secure  the  Amir- 
ship  easily  without  fighting,  he  will  certainly  make  OTertores  to 
Bir  F.  Soberta.  The  romoor  that  he  is  ronning  short  of  fdnda 
is  very  significant  in  itself:  he  cannot  keep  an  army  together 
unless  he  has  the  means  wherewith  to  pay  his  sepoys,  and  he 
is  too  EJirewd  to  risk  a  ^ilare  by  pashing  hk  force  too  fiu  sonth 
when  oar  army  is  within  fire  marches  of  Charikar,  We  are  more 
on  the  alert  now  than  we  have  been  since  the  events  of  December, 
and  the  Eohistanis  know  this  perfectly  well,  thongh,  perhaps, 
they  do  not  know  that  General  Maopherson's  Brigade  ia  to  be  held 
in  readiness  to  move  oat  at  an  hoar's  notice  should  local  disafieo- 
tion  reqoire  snoh  a  step. 

a2n<i  Apnl. 

General  Boss  has  reached  Kila  Darani,  one  march  from 
Sheikhabad,  without  serions  opposition.  For  the  benefit  of  all 
humanitarian  critics,  I  may  state  that  strict  orders  have  been  given 
under  which  hostile  villages  ore  only  to  be  ponished  by  the  de- 
gtmction  of  their  towers  and  fortified  places  :  the  houses  of  tbe 
tribesmen  will  in  all  oases  be  spared.  Snoh  grain  and  stores  as  we 
reqnire  will  be  taken — a  very  mild  way,  indeed,  of  "  living  npon 
the  coontiy."  We  pay  such  exorbitant  prices  for  everything  we 
buy,  that  the  few  manuds  of  00m  taken  in  this  way  cannot  prove 
any  serious  loss  to  the  tribesmen. 

In  addition  to  the  colnmn  co-operating  with  Sir  Donald  Stewart, 
it  has  been  fbnnd  advisable  to  send  a  small  force  to  Charaaa. 


D,g,t7„lb,.GOOgIC 


376  The  Afghan  War,  1879—80. 

This  Ib  made  up  of  two  gans  F-A,  Rojal  Horse  Artillery,  a  wing  iA 
the  92nd  Highlanders,  and  the  whole  of  the  Chiides,  cayalr;  and 
in&Rtry.  The  reasoa  for  thie  step  was  that  Mahomed  Haaan 
Khan  was  threatening  all  Tillagers  who  were  sending  in  Bnpplies 
to  Sherpnr  from  liQgar,  and  the  roads  had  become  very  onsafe  for 
all  kaJUcu.  The  case  of  the  Khan  of  Eushi  ?nll  show  very  clearly 
the  state  of  Logar  at  the  present  moment,  and  the  awkward 
position  in  which  maUks  friendly  to  the  BritiBh  are  placed. 
This  old  man  did  all  be  could  to  aid  onr  advance  when  we  orosaed 
the  Sbntargardan  in  September,  and  he  has  since  remained  fkith- 
fal  to  his  promises  made  to  ns.  A  few  days  ago  he  came  in  to 
Sherpnr,  and  asked  for  advice,  his  case  being  that  Haean  Ehan 
had  ordered  him  to  send  all  his  fighting  men  to  Baraki  Bajan, 
and  to  famish  supplies  for  the  levies  being  raised  in  I^ogar.  The 
Ehan  would  not  obey  the  order,  and  Hasan  Ehau  then  threatened 
to  deettoy  his  villages  and  seize  all  his  goods.  The  threat  may 
have  been  an  idle  one,  bnt  still  it  was  enough  to  intimidate  the 
malik.  He  was  told  to  return  to  his  home  and  to  keep  Hasan 
Ehan  in  play  for  a  few  days,  when  the  advance  of  General  Boss 
upon  Sheikhabad,  arid  General  Stewart's  arrival  at  Ghazni,  would 
probably  caase  the  dispersion  of  any  bands  onder  Hasan  Ehan. 
In  the  meantime,  to  hasten  this  diE^)erBion,  and  to  keep  the  roada 
from  Logar  to  Cabul  open.  Colonel  Jenkins  was  ordered  to 
Charasia,  and  there  he  is  now  encamped,  waiting  for  orders.  The 
effect  upon  the  disorderly  spirits  in  Logar  has  been  most  healthy. 
They  dread  an  incursion  into  their  valley  on  both  sides,  and  they 
are  now  anzions  to  renounce  Hasan  Ehan  and  all  his  works. 
There  ore  always  men  to  be  found  in  eveiy  tribe  ripe  for  adventore 
and  guerilla  warfare,  and  it  seems  probable  that  Hasan  Ehan  still 
has  several  hundred  of  these  about  him,  and  intends  harassing 
picquets  and  rear-guards  whenever  opportunity  offers.  He  haa 
always  a  road  of  escape  open  towards  Znimnt  or  the  Shntargar- 
dan ;  and  unlesB  the  Tnalikt  turn  him  oat  of  their  villages,  he  will 
continue  to  foment  discontent  in  Logar  until  the  Ghasni  and 
Sheikhabad  Forces  have  united  and  swept  through  the  valley  to 
Enshi.  The  people  are  willing  and,  indeed,  anxious  to  send 
supplies  to  Cabal,  as  the  priees  paid  by  us  are  abnormally  hi^ ; 
bat  until  the  presence  of  oar  troops  frees  the  headmen  from  all 
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fear  of  repriaals  b;  Hasan' Etiac,  the  flow  of  grain  and  cattle  to 
Cabul  will  be  Blnggieh  and  tmcertain. 

From  the  North  the  news  of  Abdar  Bahman's  moTement  is  still 
meagre  in  the  extreme ;  bat  the  explanation  most  probably  of 
this  is,  that  he  is  waiting  for  events  to  be  a  little  more  distinctly 
shaped  in  Cabnl  before  he  plays  his  tramp  card  and  formally 
demands  the  Amirship.  He  has  sent  oinmlars  to  all  the  leading 
chie&  in  Kohistan  and  the  Cabnl  province,  apon  whose  goodwill 
he  thinks  he  can  oonnt ;  and  having  thns  pat  his  claims  forward, 
he  is  content  to  rest  npon  hia  arms  and  make  his  position  in 
TnrkiBtan  and  about  Knsdnz  secure  before  ventoring  over  the 
Hinda  Knah,  His  intentions  towards  the  British  may  be  looked 
upon  as  unformed  so  Ear :  they  will  depend  npon  the  spirit  in 
which  his  claims  are  received.  If  we  decline  to  have  anyUiing  to 
say  to  him — which  is  extremely  unlikely,  as  it  is  rumoared  that  a 
Mission  is  to  be  sent  to  Knnduz  &om  Sherpur — he  will  either  raise  a 
new  jehad,  ot  will  wait  until  we  have  left  Cabul,  and  then  quietly 
swoop  down  upon  any  nominee  we  have  placed  on  the  throne, 
and  try  his  fortune  once  more  for  the  Amirship.  If,  on  the  con- 
trary, we  make  our  usual  pbilanthropio  offers  of  friendship,  and 
invite  him  to  come  forward  and  state  his  case,  leaving  it  to  the 
dedsion  of  the  chiefs  and  people,  he  will  unquestionably  meet  as 
half-way,  and  trust  to  his  old  popularity  gaining  him  an  easy 
triumph.  His  mainstay  is  Eohistan,  whrace  he  looks  to  receive 
arms,  money,  and  men;  and,  so  &r  as  can  be  judged,  the 
Kohistanis  &vonr  his  claims  onreservedly.  Knowing  this,  it  has 
been  all  the  more  imperative  that  we  shoold  indnoe  tiie  Kohistani 
chiefs  to  come  in  and  make  their  wishes  known  :  as  once  Abdur 
Bahman  is  secured  in  the  interests  of  the  British,  and  his  claims 
allowed  by  the  majority  of  the  tribesmen,  our  political  diffleultieg 
would  begin  to  clear  away.  As  agent,  Bessaldar  Mahomed  Afisn] 
of  the  11th  Bengal  Lancers,  was  sent  by  us  into  Eohistan  to 
confer  with  the  malikt,  and  he  has  been  eucoessfnl  in  bringing 
between  seventy  and  eighty  of  these  men  to  Cabul.  The  i^ief 
among  these  are  Jabb&r  Ehan,  Oholam  Hyder  Ehan,  and  Ehwaja 
Abdul  Kadir,  and  it  is  no  secret  that  they  are  friends  of  Abdur 
Bahman.  Mr.  XiOpel  Griffin  received  them  in  Durbar  yesterday, 
and  took  from  Gholam  Hyder  a  paper  signed  not  only  by  the 
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maXxkt  pieseot,  bot  by  Snrwar  EhAn  Parwaai,  Mir  Batchs,  and 
the  remainder  of  the  Kohiatani  chiefs.  Under  the  seals  of  all 
these  men  Gholam  Hyder  was  appointed  their  moathpieoe  to  con- 
fer with  the  BritiBh,  against  whom  all  idea  of  enmity  ires  diw- 
Towed.  Snrwat  Eiion  and  the  other  absentees  promised  also  that 
if  the  ■maXikt  reported  favourably  upon  their  reception  st  Sharpor, 
they  also  would  come  in.  The  Dnrbar  was  not  of  the  formal 
kind  at  which  the  Wardak  and  Ij^a  chiefs  were  received,  it  being 
nnderstood  that  the  Eohistanis  shoold  hereafter  formolate  their 
leqnests,  and  make  them  known  at  a  later  period.  The  behaviour 
of  the  maUka  was  all  that  oonld  be  wished;  and  Gholam 
Hyder,  in  a  temperate  and  respeotfol  speech,  thanked  Mr.  ChrifiBn 
fi>r  the  consideration  with  which  he  and  his  friends  had  been 
treated,  and  earnestly  hoped  that  a  satisfactory  arrangement  woold 
be  come  to,  and  that  perfect  Mendlinesswonld  be  ^tablished.  The 
chief  certainly  seemed  sincere  enough,  and  his  words  were  received 
with  marked  approval  by  his  brother  maliJa,  who  nodded  an 
affirmative  as  he  qnietly  stated  their  desire  to  aid  the  British  in 
creating  a  stable  Government  in  Cabal.  The  malika  will  remain 
in  Cabal  for  several  days,  and  it  is  probable  that  in  a  few  days  tha 
other  chiefs  will  oome  in,  and  then  an  answer  can  be  given  to  their 
representations,  which  are  shaped  in  the  form  of  a  request,  that 
Abdnr  Kahman's  claims  to  the  Amirship  ba&TODjafaly  entertained 
by  the  British. 


^thAprU. 

The  foraging  parties  sent  oot  by  General  Boas  were  fired  at 
in  the  Narkh  Valley  and  on  the  Bamian  Boad  leading  from 
Maidan,  and  in  oonseqncaec  of  this  the  Umor  Khel  Ghilsais  were 
punished  by  a  force  being  sent  into  the  Darra  Narkh.  They  met 
frith  no  opposition,  and  having  destroyed  one  of  Bahadur  Ehan'a 
towera,  they  rejoined  the  main  body. 

After  the  punishment  of  the  Umur  Khel,  General  Boss 
marohfid  from  Uaidan  and  encamped,  on  21st  April,  at  Ktla  Sher 
Mahomed,  more  commonly  called  Kila  Durani,  about  two  miles  to 
the  south  of  the  Cabnl  river,  which  was  found  to  be  easily  ford- 
ahle.    There  were  the  remains  of  what  most  once  have  been  a 
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bandBome  bridge,  bat  time  and  neglect  bad  made  it  a  complete 
min.  News  was  brought  in  of  a  combination  of  all  the  neigb- 
booring  tribes,  and  of  aa  intended  attack  to  be  made  apon  three 
Bidee.  Mahomed  Jan,  with  a  lai^e  force  of  Wardake,  wae  to 
appear  &om  the  Boath  ;  Mahomed  Hasan  Khan,  with  the  Logans, 
was  to  try  a  flank  attack  from  the  east ;  while  Bahadnr  Ehan  and 
Abdul  Gsffur  were  to  direct  the  movements  of  the  Maidanis  and  the 
Umor  Khel  from  the  hills  to  the  west.  The  combioation  seemed 
to  be  one  so  likely  to  take  plaoe,  that  ever;  precaution  was  taken 
by  General  Boss :  the  camp  was  made  as  compact  as  passible, 
entrenchments  were  thrown  np,  and  the  troops  were  ready  to  torn 
oat  at  the  first  alarm.  A  night  attack  on  the  2lBt  was  ftilly 
expected,  but  no  alarm  was  given,  and  on  the  followiDg  morning 
the  force  marched  onwards  to  Sar-i-Tope,  ten  miles.  This  left 
the  Maidan  villages  sev6nt«en  miles  in  rear ;  and  it  became  doily 
more  apparent  that  the  tribesmen  meditated  some  kind  of  attook 
along  the  road.  Parties  of  men  crowned  the  hills  tm.  the  west, 
and  fired  at  long  ranges  npon  the  column ;  bat  such  bullets  as  fell 
near  our  men  were  all  spent,  and  bnt  httle  notice  was  taken  of  so 
harmless  a  demonstration.  The  rood  ran  through  a  valley  two 
or  three  miles  broad,  with  a  gradual  ascent  the  whole  way.  Osoe 
only  a  party  of  men  ventured  down  the  hillsides,  probably  to  get 
wiUiin  range  of  the  colomn,  bat  a  shell  from  the  Hazara  Moon- 
tain  Battery  dispersed  them,  and  their  comrades  were  not  bold 
enough  to  repeat  the  monceuvre.  At  9  a.h.  Sar-i-Tope  was 
reached,  the  eampiog-gronnd  being  at  an  elevation  of  about  8,000 
feet,  and  the  Sher-i-Dahon  Pass,  north  of  Ghazni,  could  be  seen. 
Before  noon  a  heliograph  flash  was  noticed  on  the  9her-i-Dahan 
Kotol,  and  Lieutenant  Whistler  Smith's  signallers  were  soon  in 
communication  with  the  advanced  party  of  the  Candahar  oolomn. 
The  first  message  which  linked  the  two  forces  together  was  sent 
in  the  name  of  Sir  Donald  Stewart,  and  was  as  follows : — 

"Ob  Ike  19th  tlis  diTluoa  mider  my  oomnuBd,  wliil*  aiBrching  from  HmUU, 
oBOiBirtand  an  *naad  gkthsriiig  of  AniUil*,  Turtkii,  SoUiuDEIktjliuidotlurtanbas- 
■MB,  irbo  aunlnred  MiM  IS, 000  nan,  bone  Hid  foot.  Pnpantim  wat  made  to 
attack  the  •bong  pontioii  held  by  Um  enemy  at  Ahmed  Ebel,  brsD^-thne  milee  Knitli 
ol  Qhainl,  whan  a  body  of  nms  3 ,000  faaatio  nroidnnsn  poured  don  im  onr  troopi, 
■pieaiUDgont  beyond  eitlier  Banka  of  oar  Une.  ne  Ighliig  luted  one  bear,  attar  ^ioh 
the  wlira  body  of  the  eoemy  iproad  bcoadcwt  oni  Iba  eoutiy.    Dm  proteetioa  o(  tb« 
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tnggigl  prtrented  pnmiit  bj  the  aatirj.  The  dirinon,  howerer,  muehed  forvard 
niiia  milei  to  Nmi  ■fter  tha  •DgKgemuil,  and  tb«  day  before  jeiteid^,  the  20th,  tli« 
adraneed  cavalij  entered  Qhuni.  Orer  1,000  of  the  enenij'i  deed  Ten  eonnted  on  tfaa 
groond,  uid  their  loa  in  killed  and  wounded  ie  stated  to  be  2,000.  Cuneltiea  on  onr 
dde:  17  killed  and  llfi  Toanded.  The  fallowing  ere  the  wounded: — Lieutenant 
Tonn(,  19th  Bengal  J«neara,  dangemulji  Captain  Corbet,  R.H.A.,  eererely;  Uev- 
tenant-Oalonel  I^wion,  S9tb  Foot,  Colonel  Torke,  IBth  Bengal  Lauen,  Usntoiant 
Vateon,  SSth  Foot,  Liantenant  Stewart,  Sod  Punjab  CaTBlrj,  all  Blightly.  No  offiotn 
killed.    All  wounded  are  diHUg  welL" 

This  good  news  had  scarcely  reached  Sherpnr  when  the  csnton- 
ment  was  thrown  into  a  state  of  ezcitement  by  a  sharp  fight  at 
Charaaia.  The  discontented  t^besmen  in  Logar,  foreseeing  that  in 
a  very  short  time  they  wonld  have  in  their  midst  a  force  which  they 
could  not  hope  to  contend  against,  made  a  desperate  effort  to  cnt  ap 
Colonel  Jenkins's  party  at  Charasia,  Since  the  snxions  days  of 
December,  no  ench  excitement  has  been  felt  in  Sherpnr  aa  that  of 
yesterday  morning,  when  it  became  known  that  the  Highlanders 
and  Guides  were  hotly  engaged  beyond  the  Sang-i-Nawiahta  defile, 
and  that  General  Macpherson  was  ordered  to  march  to  their  assist- 
anoe.  ^e  cantonment  was  all  astir,  and  the  secret  orders 
which  bad  been  issned  when  General  Boss  moved  oat  were  at 
once  pat  into  execution.  The  2nd  Brigade,  nuder  General  Baker, 
knew  that,  in  the  event  of  General  Macpherson's  brigade  leaving 
Sherpnr,  they  had  to  take  charge  of  all  the  posts  held  by  the 
92nd  Highlanders,  46th  Sikhs,  and  28th  Fnnjabees ;  and  between 
eight  and  nine  o'clock  the  72nd  Highlanders,  8rd  Sikhs,  5tfa 
Ghoorkas,  and  6th  Pnnjab  Infantry,  were  all  falling  in  and  being 
told  off  to  their  respective  stations.  Of  the  Europeans  100  went 
to  Fort  Siah  Snug,  120  to  Fort  Onslow  (the  fort  on  the  eastern 
end  of  Bemam  Heights),  100  to  the  fort  on  Asmai  Heights,  and 
260  to  the  Bemam  Gorge  as  the  reserve,  where  also  two  guns  of 
G-8  were  placed,  commanding  the  maitian  between  the  gorge  and 
the  Wazirabad  Lake.  The  native  regiments  also  furnished  parties 
for  Asmai,  Siah  Snng,  and  the  detached  forts  abont  it,  and  manned 
the  block-houses  and  defences  at  the  eastern  and  western  ends  of 
the  cantonment.  The  gate  guards  were  strengthened  by  small 
parties  held  in  reserve,  and  one  might  have  imagined  that  Sherpnr 
was  on  the  eve  of  a  second  siege.  These  precaations  were  neces- 
saiy,  as  oar  spies  had  brought  in  news  tA  6,000  or  8,000  Eohis- 
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taniB  bniig  id  the  Deighboarliooil  of  Baba  Kuch  Kar,  aod  Shahbaz 
Khan,  oar  QoTemor  of  Eoh-Daman,  had  sent  in  alarmiiig 
reports  of  Mir  Batcha's  and  Surwat  Khan's  intentiona.  They 
were  said  to  intend  a  sndden  attack  upon  Sherpor ;  and  altiboi^;h 
Mir  Bstoha  had  written  in  to  eay  that  his  intentioos  were  not 
hostile,  and  that  be  wonld  shortly  visit  General  Boberts  to  pay 
his  respects,  it  was  deemed  wise  to  take  erery  precaution  and  to 
be  ready  to  check  the  Kohistanis  if  they  oroBsed  the  Faen  Minar 
or  other  kotali  to  the  north  of  the  cantonment.  The  picqnet  of 
100  men  of  the  28th  Punjab  Infantry  were  withdrawn  from  Faen 
Minar,  and  a  troop  of  cavalry  sent  oat  to  watch  the  road  from 
Koh-Daman.  Parties  of  signallers  were  stationed  on  all  the  com- 
nuindiag  points  in  onr  chain  of  defences,  and  a  sharp  look-oat 
was  kept  in  every  direction.  From  Batkhak  and  Lottaband 
all  was  reported  qaiet ;  while  towards  Pnghman  and  Argandeh 
not  a  sign  of  any  tribesmen  being  on  the  move  conld  be  detected. 
The  interrat,  therefore,  was  concentrated  npon  Gharasia,  with 
which  we  were  in  heliographio  commnnication,  Colonel  Jenkins 
signalling  np  to  the  fort  on  the  Sberderwaza,  and  the  message 
btdug  fliwhed  down  to  the  signallers  on  the  Genend's  gateway. 
The  news  first  sent  in  was  that  2,000  or  8,000  tribesmen  had 
opened  fire  npon  the  camp  at  daybreak,  and  that  their  attack  had 
since  been  developed  in  force.  At  9.50  Colonel  Jenkins  helio- 
graphed  ihat  bis  loss  op  to  that  time  had  been  three  killed  and 
seven  wounded,  that  be  was  holding  bis  own  well,  but  that  the 
enemy  were  being  reinforced  from  the  Zabidabad  direction.  By 
this  time  General  Macpherson  was  on  the  move,  and  General 
Hagh  Goagh  was  also  getting  together  a  force  to  act  in  sapport. 

General  Macpherson  took  with  him  the  wing  of  the  92nd  High- 
landers  (278  rifies)  still  remaining  in  Sherpnr,  the  whole  of  the 
45th  Sikhs  (556  rifles),  and  fbnr  gnns  of  Swinley's  moontoin 
battery.  A  troop  of  the  8rd  Punjab  Cavalry  escorting  two  gans 
of  the  screw  battery  were  also  ordered  oat  to  join  him.  The  road 
to  Beni  Eissar  was  the  toate  followed  by  the  Brigadier,  and  in 
passing  the  Bala  Hissar  he  was  joined  by  104  men  of  his  old 
regiment,  the  2nd  Ghoorkas,  Highlanders,  Sikhs,  and  Ghoorkaa 
marched  along  in  splendid  style,  and,  making  only  one  halt,  they 
deboadied  apon  the  open  groand  beyond  the  Sang-i-Nawishta 
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defile  jnBt  after  the  midday  gan  had  been  fired.  Two  oompaniea 
of  Sikhs  were  left  to  hold  the  defile.  General  Hngh  Qon^ 
followed  with  four  gnne  of  F-A,  Bo;^  Horse  Artillery,  escorted  by 
a  troop  of  the  9th  Lancers,  two  sqnadronB  of  the  17th  Bengal 
Cavalry,  and  a  wing  of  the  28th  Panjabeea.  These  were  halted  at 
Beni  Hissar,  ready  to  move  on  in  support  if  the  resistance  made 
by  the  Logaris  necessitated  snch  a  step.  Of  the  other  troops  of 
the  garrison  it  will  be  enough  to  say  that  the  67th  Foot  and  the 
remainder  of  the  2nd  Ohoorkas  were  holding  the  Bala  Hissar  and 
Sherderwaza  Fort.  The  heavy  battery  of  40-ponnders  was  in 
position  in  the  Siah  Sang  Fort. 

The  force  nnder  Colonel  Jenkins  comprised  two  gons  F-A,  a 
wing  of  the  92nd  Highlanders  (266  bayonets),  and  the  Corps  of 
Gnides  (260  sowars  and  614  sepoys).  As  I  mentioned  in  a 
prerioDS  letter,  this  party  had  been  detached  from  Sherpnr  to 
watch  the  Logar  Yalley  and  keep  open  the  road,  as  Mahomed 
Hasan  Ehan  had  stopped  supplies  coming  in  to  CabnI.  The 
object  had  been  fully  gained,  aod  it  was  intended  to  move  back  the 
troops  to  cantonments  yesterday.  In  fact,  on  Saturday,  Colonel 
Jenkins  received  instmctions  from  Sir  F.  Roberts  to  hold  himself 
in  readiness  to  move  at  a  minnte's  notice,  the  rumours  circolatiDg 
about  the  Eohistanis  having  given  rise  to  these  orders.  It  was 
vrell  known  that  bands  of  men  had  gathered  in  Logar  from  the 
villages  about  Hisarak,  and  on  Saturday  horsemen  were  seen 
some  miles  away  in  the  direction  of  our  old  camping-ground  near 
Zahidabad.  It  was  not  expected,  however,  that  any  attack  in 
force  wotild  be  made,  bat  Colonel  Jenkins  was  on  the  alert,  and 
before  daybreak  yesterday  morning  he  had  his  troops  under  arms, 
a  few  shots  fired  about  five  o'clock  warning  him  that  the  Logaris 
were  lurking  about.  His  camp  was  pitched  to  the  east  of  the 
Charasia  villages,  and  was  from  1,000  to  1,300  yards  distant  from 
the  hills  which  shot  off  the  Logar  river  &om  the  Knshi-Cabol 
Road.  In  his  rear  vraa  a  low  hill  overlooking  Ajheel  on  the  east, 
while  still  farther  to  the  north  was  "  White's  HjU,"  which  Major 
White  and  a  company  of  the  92nd  Highlanders  stormed  on 
October  6th.  These  hills  command  the  road  leading  to  the 
S&ng-i-N'awishta  defile,  and  might  serve  as  rallying  points  for  a 
force  bard  pressed  by  an  enemy  advancing  from  the  sooth.     On 
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Colonel  Jenkins's  right  flank  were  two  walled  encloBnrea  and  the 
Charuda  orchards ;  while  on  his  left  was  a  precipitous  range  of 
hilla,  with  three  high  peaks,  distant  1,800  yards  from  hie  camp. 
To  the  Bonth  was  open  conntry,  throagh  which  the  Knshi  Road 
mns,  the  said  road  being  flanked  by  two  deep  ditches  or  mMahx, 
sffording  excellent  cover  for  an  enemy. 

The  first  shots  fired  into  the  camp  were  from  the  range  of  hills 
on  Colonel  Jenkins's  left  flank,  and  as  the  enemy  had  breech- 
loading  rifles,  the  ballets  reached  their  mark  without  difBcnlty. 
Upon  the  first  alarm  the  tents  wore  struck,  and  the  baggage- 
animals  loaded  np  ready  for  a  move.  With  daylight  it  was  seen 
that  the  three-peaked  range  was  lined  with  men,  who  had 
their  standards  planted,  and  were  plainly  determined  to  make  an 
attack.  Their  fire  increased  from  dropping  shots  to  a  brisk 
fasUlade,  and  the  baggage-snimalB  were  ordered  to  retire,  with 
tents,  &c.,  to  the  foot  of  the  hill  I  have  mentioned  as  lying  in 
advance  of  White's  Hill.  As  escort,  half  a  company  of  the  92nd 
Highlanders  nnder  Captain  Napier,  and  a  company  of  the  Gnidea, 
were  told  off.  Captain  Napier  occupied  the  hill,  boilding  a  wwagar 
for  the  protection  of  his  men,  and  the  baggage  remained  in  safety 
below  with  a  gnard.  In  front  of  the  camping-gronnd  was  a  karez 
(a  line  of  wells  connected  by  an  nndergronnd  tnnnel),  and  the 
earth  excavated  from  this  famished  the  only  cover  possible  for 
the  in&ntry,  who  were  extended  by  Colonel  Jenkins  in  the  shape 
of  a  semicircle,  so  as  to  hold  the  enemy  on  the  hills  in  check,  and 
also  block  an  advance  along  the  road.  Major  White  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  Highlanders,  and  the  disposition  of  the  men,  it  is 
almost  needless  to  say,  was  admirably  made.  They  held  the  front 
of  the  position.  To  gnard  his  left  fiank,  Colonel  Jenkins  extended 
three  companies  of  the  Guides'  Infantry,  and  on  his  right  he 
placed  a  troop  of  cavalry  outside  the  walls  of  a  fort  (held  by 
twenty  sepoys),  ready  to  repel  any  msh  that  might  be  made  from 
Charasia  direction.  When  these  dispositions  had  been  completed, 
bis  strength  of  in&ntry  was  practically  exhanstod ;  the  main  body 
of  Highlanders  and  Gnides  were  lying  along  the  line  of  the  harez, 
and  he  had  only  half  a  company  of  Guides  as  his  reserve.  The 
two  gnns  of  F-A  took  np  a  position  abont  400  yards  in  the  rear  of 
the  infantry,  and  the  cavalry,  again,  fbrmed  np  in  rear  of  the  guns. 
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The  troops  were  debarred  from  anything  but  acting  on  the  defen- 
sive, as  their  baggage  would  have  had  to  he  Bacrificed  if  an  attempt 
had  been  made  to  etorm  the  hills,  Beddes,  as  news  of  the  im- 
pending action  had  bees  heliographed  to  the  Sherderwaza  Fort 
and  reinforcements  been  asked  for,  the  main  object  was  to  hold 
the  tribesmen  in  check  nntil  sufficient  troops  should  amve  to 
sweep  them  from  their  positions. 

The  enemy  were  bold  enon^  at  first,  and  gradually  worked 
down  the  slopes  of  the  range  to  within  600  or  900  yards'  range, 
while  at  the  same  time  the  more  determined  of  their  number,  led 
by  ghazis,  worked  along  the  ditches  flanking  the  Knshi  Road,  and 
planted  their  standards  within  200  yards  of  our  line  of  skirmiBherg. 
Theit  nambers  were  estimated,  at  first,  at  about  2,000,  bat  some 
reinforcements  began  to  arrive,  and  they  pushed  their  skinnisherB 
into  the  Charasia  orchards,  whence  a  sharp  fire  was  directed  upon 
the  camping-ground.  The  inbntry  were  well  protected  by  the 
hxrez  mounds,  but  the  cavaliy  and  gnns  were  exposed  to  a  heavy 
croHS-fire  from  the  orchards,  the  hillside,  and  the  ditches  in  front. 
One  of  the  artillery  horses  having  been  shot,  and  several  sowan 
hit,  it  was  thought  well  to  remove  the  guns  400  yards  nearer  the 
hill  occupied  by  Captain  Napier.  This  was  accordingly  done,  and 
the  gunners  under  Lieutenant  Wodehouse  found  shelter  in  a 
ditch,  whence  they  could  train  their  guns  upon  the  enemy,  while 
quite  out  of  range  themselves.  The  cavalry  conld  not  seek  the 
same  protection,  as  Colonel  Jenkins  relied  upon  them  to  check  any 
rush  by  the  ghazis  attacking  him  in  front.  The  sowars  and  their 
officers  had  therefore  to  remain  ander  a  heavy  fire  for  seTeral  hoots, 
200  or  900  yards  in  rear  of  the  Use  of  skirmishers,  and  their 
losses  were  proportionately  heavy,  both  in  men  and  horses.  No 
more  trying  position  for  cavalry  can  be  imagined  than  waiting 
helplessly  in  the  open  until  their  time  shall  come,  and  it  speaks 
well  for  the  sowars  that  they  never  flinched,  but  kept  quietly  on 
the  move  backwards  and  forwards  until  their  numbers  were  sadly 
thinned.  The  severity  of  the  fire  can  be  understood  from  the 
&ct  that  three  mounted  officers.  Major  White,  Lieutenant  Dick 
Gnnyngham  (of  the  92nd  Highlanders),  and  Lieutenant  Bobert- 
BOD  (of  the  Commissariat  Department),  who  were  between  the 
iuEantry  and  cavalry,  had  all  little  casualties  to  report.    Major 
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White's  horae  waa  shot  throagh  the  dieek,  &  ballet  stmck  Lien- 
tenftnt  Diok  CuDyngham's  saddle,  and  Lieutenant  fiobertsoD  had 
his  ooat-sleere  torn  and  his  field-glasses  smashed  by  a  ballet. 
Colonel  Jenkins's  horse  was  also  shot,  and  the  Onides'  Cavalty  lost 
eight  horses  killed  and  twenty-foar  wounded — one-tenth  of  their 
sowars  were  really  put  out  of  action.  I  haTe  dwelt  thus  partlen- 
larly  npon  this  class  of  casnalties  simply  to  prove  the  resolate  way 
in  which  the  tribesmen  attacked,  and  the  mischief  they  can  do 
with  good  rifies  in  their  hands.  Oar  ekinnishers  they  conld 
scarcely  toach,  as  the  men  were  well  ander  shelter,  and  exposed 
themselTCB  as  little  as  possible.  The  steady  courage  of  the  92nd 
Highlanders  made  light  of  2,000  or  3,000  men  being  in  &ont,  and 
their  picked  shots  accounted  for  many  of  the  ghazis,  who  tried  to 
advance  beyond  the  shelter  of  the  fiiendly  ditches  on  theirside  of  the 
road.  Once  or  twice  it  seemed  as  if  a  rush  were  meditated  :  the 
tom-toms  were  beaten,  bngles  sounded  the  advance,  and  staudarda 
were  waved ;  bat  this  only  brought  upon  the  enemy  a  more  rapid 
fire  from  otix  men,  and  a  few  additional  shells  from  our  horse- 
artillery  guns.  The  movements  of  the  attacking  force  were  directed 
with  some  skill,  200  or  800  horsemen  keeping  up  commnnicatioB 
vrith  the  party  on  the  hill  and  the  sHrmi^ers  in  the  orchards ; 
and  it  was  believed  that,  when  larger  reinforcements  arrived  from 
Logar,  an  attempt  wonld  be  made  to  close  round  in  the  rear  of 
Colonel  Jenkins,  and  cut  off  his  retreat.  By  noon  this  move- 
ment was  beginning  to  be  very  apparent,  as  the  orchards  about 
Charasia  were  swarming  with  men ;  but  the  opportunity  never 
really  arrived,  for  General  Macpherson  with  his  reinforcements 
soon  put  an  end  to  the  whole  affair. 

General  Macpherson,  and  with  him  about  1,000  men  (of  whom 
£56  were  of  the  46tb  Sikhs),  and  four  guns  now  came  np ;  and 
his  first  movement  was  to  clear  the  orchards.  The  two  companies 
of  the  2nd  Ghoorkas  under  Captain  Hill  tamed  off  the  road  to 
the  right,  over  the  irrigated  land,  and  made  for  the  Charasia 
orchards,  wherein  they  were  soon  hotly  engaged.  The  wing  of 
the  92nd  under  Colonel  Parker  marched  on  a  few  hundred  yards 
farther  along  the  road  and  then  also  turned  off  to  the  right,  so  as 
to  prolong  the  Ghoorka  line  of  skirmishers  and  enfilade  the 
enemy's   first  line.     The  Sikhs  kept  straight  on,  and,  as  they 
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advanced,  the  92iid  niider  Major  White  and  the  Ghudes'  In&ntry 
rose  from  the  shelter  of  the  karez,  and  all  three  regiments  weat 
ap  at  the  hills  from  which  the  enemy  had  annoyed  Colood 
JenkinB  for  nearly  seven  hours.  The  whole  movement  ms  euried 
ont  to  perfection ;  oar  force  swept  onward  in  the  shape  of  a  fan, 
and  cleared  orchards,  hills,  and  open  oonntoy  of  every  armed  msn. 
A  plooky  charge  was  made  hy  the  Ghoorkas :  General  Macphe^ 
son  sent  word  that  he  wished  a  hill  cleared  of  the  enemy  without 
farther  firing,  and  Captain  Hill  telling  his  men  what  was  expected 
of  them,  the  brave  little  fellows  fixed  bayonets,  gave  a  cheer  and 
carried  the  hilli 

The  Guides'  Gavahy  were  sent  oat  into  the  open  over  the  low 
Childukhteran  Kotal  on  the  Knshi  Eoad,  and  succeeded  in  killing 
some  thirty  strag^ers.  The  main  body  kept  to  the  near  ranges 
of  hills,  or  soQght  refage  in  nvUahs  and  ravines  intersecting 
them.  The  moontain  gnns  got  into  action,  and  made  good 
practice  wherever  any  small  gronps  of  fugitives  collected,  and  by 
two  o'clock  the  tribesmen  were  scattered  and  were  middng  their 
way  as  best  they  could  along  the  hills  ont  of  reach  of  onr  cavmby 
and  artillery.  Their  loss  must  have  been  very  heavy,  as  over  100 
bodies  were  counted  on  tdie  ground,  and  they  had  carried  off  many 
others  during  the  morning.  In  the  ditches  where  the  ghads  had 
planted  their  standards,  within  200  yards  of  onr  men,  more  than 
twenty  bodies  were  foand,  lying  just  as  they  had  fallen.  These 
were  nearly  all  men  shot  throogh  the  head,  showing  the  good 
jwactice  made  by  oar  advanced  skimiisherB.  Oar  expenditore  of 
Martini  and  Snider  ammonition  was  over  70,000  rounds,  while 
the  two  gnns  of  F-A  battery  each  fired  forty-eight  rounds.  Onr 
loss  in  men  was  severe  for  snch  a  skirmish :  92nd  Highlanders, 
one  killed,  seven  wounded  (one  mortally) ;  F-A,  Boyal  Horse 
Artillery,  one  wounded ;  Corps  of  Goidea,  Eoor  killed,  twenty-one 
woanded ;  45th  Sikhs,  two  vonnded  :  total,  five  killed,  thirty-oiM 
wonnded.  Of  the  Goides  nearly  all  the  casoalties  were  among 
the  cavalry.  When  the  enemy  had  been  thorough^  cleared  crfT 
the  ground — the  cavalry  parsoed  them  fonr  miles — orders  woe 
given  for  the  whole  force  to  retnm  to  Sherpnr,  and  the  msrd 
back  was  accomplished  vrithoat  incident,  except  that  the  Ghoorkas 
made  prisoners  of  twelve  or  fifteen  villagers  who  had  fired  aptoi 
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our  troopfl.  Oeneral  Roberts  met  General  MacpherBon  at  Beni 
Hissar  and  rode  back  with  him  to  cantomneutB.  The  Kobistanis 
bad  remained  quiet  and  imdemonBtratiTe  during  tbe  day  ;  but  it 
was  not  thooght  fit  to  allow  tbe  force  to  remain  ont  at  Cbarada 
for  tbe  night,  though  our  retirement  afUr  a  succesBfol  action  is 
sure  to  be  miBoonstraed  by  the  Af^iana. 

To-day  it  hae  been  ascertained  Uiat  the  enemy's  losses  were  400 
or  SCO,  of  whom  at  least  half  were  killed.  The  Ghstdeh  villages 
alone  are  said  to  contain  200  dead.  The  leaders  were  Sirdar 
Mah(HDed  Hasan  Ehan,  ex-Governor  of  Jellalabad ;  General 
Mahomed  TfaTiip  X^f^" ;  Padshah  Ehan,  Gbilzsi ;  Mahomed 
Shah  Ehan,  of  Ealnnga ;  and  minor  ToeJiiVi  of  Baraki  Bajan 
and  Charkh.  Tbe  body  of  men  tbey  commanded  was  6,000 
strong,  and  inclnded  Logaris,  men  of  Chardeb,  Safis  &om  Tagao, 
Eohistanis,  and  Ohilzais  from  Padshah  Eban's  villages.  It 
seems  a  pity  that  a  fiutbless  scoundrel  like  Padshah  Ehan  cannot 
meet  with  bis  deserts.  He  was  forgiven  for  fighting  against  as 
in  December,  and  now  he  coolly  breaks  his  word  with  as  again, 
and  collects  bis  men  and  attacks  oar  troops  as  if  he  had  never 
received  any  aabsidy  from  as.  Hasan  Eban'a  followers  were 
well  armed,  many  with  Sniders  and  Enfields,  and  a  f^w  with 
Martini  rifles,  ballets  from  the  latter  being  picked  np  by  acme  of 
onr  oflSeerB. 

To-day  (Monday)  all  is  qoiet  again,  bat  oar  picqaets  are  still 
stationed  on  Asmai  and  tbe  Bemara  Heights. 
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CHAPTER  XXVn. 

QenenJ  Bon  *t  Bjdkbad — Skinniihta  witL  tLe  Esem; — JnneUon  of  the  Cabal  ud 
Ckodklur  PoTMi — ^  Donald  BMinvtiMnimuCammuid  in  Hortbein  Af^ianiatwa— 
Hr.  Lspsl  GiiSn  uid  ths  EoUitaai  Chieti — A.  British  HiidoD  leat  to  Abdir 
Hft*""f"  Ehan  kt  Enndni — Sir  DoDild  Sterait'a  Much  from  Cuidihar  to  Qbuu 
— Attitode  of  tha  Tribes  en  rovit — Tha  Hoiuk  Cantingeiit — Smimt;  of  SappUea — 
Th«  Battle  of  Ahmed  Ehel— Qenend  Stevut'e  Formation  of  Attack— Straiigth  of 
the  Afghan  Poree — Attack  b;  Ohaiii — Defeat  and  Diipcnaon  of  ths  Sneaiy — 
Hie  A^as  Iioas—The  Hatch  to  Nani — Ciptate  of  Qhaini — AoUon  of  Dnao— A 
Second  Tictoi?— Uujihk-i-AUm'a  Flaaie. 

May  2nd,  1880. 
Gbnsbal  Bobs  had  to  clear  the  hills  aboat  his  oamp  at  Sydabad 
OD  two  occasioDB  prior  to  General  Sir  Donald  Stevart's  force 
aniTing  from  Ghazni,  bat  there  were  scarcely  any  casaalties  on 
OUT  side.  It  woold  seem  that  1,500  or  2,000  men  gathered  on 
the  MUs  to  the  west  of  the  camp  at  Sjdabad  on  the  25th,  and 
built  twagart  on  several  ridgee,  as  if  with  the  intention  of  holding 
their  position  to  the  last.  To  clear  these  bills  a  strong  body  of 
onr  troops,  made  ap  from  the  dth  Foot,  2nd  Ghoorkas,  and  34th 
Fnnjabees,  with  some  of  the  moantain  gans,  were  sent  oat,  and 
they  soon  drove  the  enemy  &om  the  tidges.  The  rancrar*  were 
first  shelled,  and  then  a  msh  made  np  the  hills.  The  Afghans 
had  a  few  ghazia  among  their  number,  as  is  nsnally  the  case, 
and  these  stood  to  their  post  and  were  shot  down ;  but  the  main 
body  Bed  in  confnsion.  The  Ghoorkas  killed  sixteen  men  in  a 
nuUoft,  and  altogether  forty  bodies  were  counted  on  the  ridges. 
Our  loss  was  one  Ghoorha  killed  and  two  wounded.  On  the  fol- 
lowing day,  Monday  the  26th,  the  enemy  again  showed  on  the 
hills,  and  again  our  men  had  to  chase  them  away,  two  companies 
of  the  2Srd  Pioneers  sharing  this  time  in  the  climbing.  Agun 
the  enemy  fied  in  confosion  &om  ridge  to  ridge,  losing  ten  or 
twelve  killed.  Much  to  the  disgust  of  our  men,  the  Afghans 
would  not  wait  to  eome  under  the  fire  of  our  Martinis  and  Snidets 
at  200  or  800  yards ;  the  shells  from  the  moontain  gons  being 
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effectdve  in  scattering  any  gtonpa  which  for  a  few  momentH  held 
together.  After  this  the  orert  reBistance  on  the  part  of  the 
jnooUah,  Abdol  GafFdr,  waa  at  an  end,  and  Mahomed  Jan  and 
Hasan  Khan  were  no  longer  heard  of.  A  force  visited  Lnngar, 
and  destroyed  the  mooUah's  forts,  obtaining  some  small  amount  of 
loot  in  the  shape  of  boolcs  and  china.  Sir  Donald  Stewart's  force 
left  Ghazni  on  April  25th,  having  had  a  second  action  with  the 
enemy  at  XTrzoo,  seven  mUes  &om  Ghazni.  On  the  29th  of  April 
General  Boss  started  for  Maidsn  with  his  force,  which  had  been 
joined  by  the  heavy  battery  of  40-ponnderB  belonging  to  the 
Candahar  colunm.  Sir  Donald  Stewart,  with  Colonel  Chapman, 
Chief  of  his  Staff,  accompanied  General  Bobs.  Yesterday  (May 
let)  the  force  marched  to  Eila  Gholam  Hyder,  on  the  Cabnl  side 
of  Argandeh,  The  Candahar  column  turned  off  from  Sheikhabad 
into  Logar,  where  it  will  probably  stay,  collecting  revenne  and 
Bopplies  for  the  next  few  weeks.  As  it  is  over  6,000  strong,  it  is 
not  likely  to  meet  with  mcch  opposition  ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  stated 
that  Qie  chief  Logari  maliks  have  already  made  their  submission. 
To-day  General  Ross  marched  to  Sherpnr ;  the  elephant  battery 
is  located  in  Sherpnr,  while  General  Gough's  Brigade  is  again 
encamped  on  Siah  Sung.  General  Sir  Donald  Stewart  arrived  at 
abont  ten  o'clock.  Sir  F.  Boberta  and  Staff  and  Mr.  Lepel  Ghiffin 
rode  out  a  few  miles  to  meet  him,  and  be  was  received  at  the 
head-qaarters  gate  by  a  gnard  of  honour  of  the  92nd  HigblauderB. 
A  salute  of  fifteen  guns  is  to  be  fired  in  bis  honour  to-morrow 
nuiming.  To-day  be  has  taken  over  the  command  from  Sir  F. 
Boberta,  a  divisional  order  announcing  that  he  commands  the 
whole  of  the  troops  in  Northern  Afghanistan, 

In  regard  to  political  matters  here,  we  seem  to  have  come  to 
the  end  of  oar  negotiations  with  tribesmen  pure  and  simple,  for 
the  hundred  EoUstani  malike  who  have  been  staying  in  Cabul 
were  dismissed  to  their  homes  on  Saturday  by  Mr.  Lepel  GrifBn. 
The  text  of  his  speech  in  Durbar  was  as  follows  : — 

"ToBr  paper  of  requeita  has  been  carafall;  coDeidered,  >di]  until  aome  dediirai  Ii 
^Ten  by  the  Qorennnaat  it  Ii  jroar  datj,  and  it  vill  be  to  joui  adTantage,  to  nmatn 
qoiat  ia  jour  TiUaga.  Do  not  vainly  imagias  job  vill  obtwn  anything  by  clamoar  and 
oppoailioa.  Yob  haie  aeen  that  the  people  of  Ghami,  Logar,  M»ii]«n  tai  Wardak  have 
not  been  able  to  vithitand  for  a  moment  the  Britiib  amu,  and  have  be«n  piuiiihed  for 
their  hoatili^.  The  only  tmit  of  tbeir  oppoaition  ia  that  they  h»*«  to  p^reTtrj  penny ; 
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their  remna  Taald  atberwiM  han  been  mnitted.  Too  will  tell  tlioH  of  yonr  Ifilnn 
who  Me  Dot  now  preMnt  that  the  British  GoTemment  will  not  toUntte  distturfaniKx*,  and 
ooUcetioiiB  oC  umed  men  in  the  Deigbboorhood  of  CabuL  All  now  uaembled  mint  dis- 
petn  at  once  home.  If  tbe;  do  Dot  ottend  to  Que  adTioe  anj  niifortnne  Ihej  mffer  vQl 
be  thcdr  om  tult  Two  Sirdan  of  pontion  ire  bow  being  eentbjtligQamnnientthnDgh 
Eohiitan,  and  yon  will  eniDre  their  aafat;.  The  boitagai  aent  bj  ICr  Botcha  a*  a 
goaranlee  <A  their  Honrily  I  do  not  reqnire  ;  the  Britiih  acmjr  ia  itwif  to  be  aafKaent 
goarantee  for  the  Dbeemiioe  of  promiMi  made  b]P  jon.  Tour  profe«ricma  of  friendahip 
are  aooreditod,  and  jon  may  rest  unled  that  vhlls  tbe  Qovenment  will  at  oaoe  pnBU 
BUT  hostile  aotion,  iu  chief  deum  ii  to  be  and  lonain  Mandi  with  700." 

Two  maUkt,  Mir  Agha  Sahibmda  and  Mir  Q-hdiua  Hydet, 
were  eepeciall;  mentioned  ae  having  done  good  serrice  during 
their  stay,  and  three  other  minor  ohie&  were  singled  ooi  as 
deaerring  credit  for  aiding  the  British  Ooremment  in  the  ctunait 
negotiations.  Tbe  most  important  festnre  in  the  Durb&r  was  the 
announcement  that  the  ohte&  hod  guaranteed  the  aafe-condaet  of 
two  Sirdars  on  Mr.  Griffin's  staff  throngh  Kohistan.  These  are 
Ibrahim  Ehan,  Khan  Bahadur,  of  the  Punjab  Police,  and  Wasir- 
zada  Alzal  Khan,  BoBaaldar  of  the  Bengal  Cavalry :  and  their 
mission  is  to  visit  Abdnr  Bahman  at  Knndns.  What  their  io- 
BtraotionB  are,  I  cannot  say ;  hut  if  the  Kohistani  chiefs,  Snrwor 
Khan  and  Mir  Butcha,  have  promised  to  ensnre  their  personal 
safety,  it  seems  prohahle  that  we  ue  at  last  on  the  eve  of  direct 
negotiation  with  Abdnr  Rahman,  who  has  nnqnestioDLably  won  the 
goodwill  of  the  Kohistonis.  We  can  paniiih  any  Iweach  of  &ith 
easily  with  the  force  now  in  Gabnl ;  and  this  being  known  to  the 
ohiefe  at  Baha  Koch  Kar,  the  dispersion  of  bands  of  men  such  as 
are  now  scattered  aboot  Koh-Damao  is  probably  <Hily  a  qoeation 
of  a  few  days. 

6th  May. 

There  is,  of  coarse,  great  difficulty  in  describing  on  adion 
from  hearsay,  and  in  making  at  all  vivid  an  aoconnt  of  severe 
fighting  one  has  not  seen ;  bnt  it  is  the  privilege  of  even  the 
homblest  historians  to  deal  with  important  events  almost  as  con- 
fidently as  the  coolest  eye-witness,  and  I  meekly  claim  that  privi- 
lege in  regard  to  the  late  action  soath  of  Ghazni.  There  will, 
almost  of  necessity,  be  errors  in  the  st(H7  of  tbe  fight,  bat  they 
are  only  SDch  as  will  arise  from  canses  beyond  my  own  control. 
I  con  only  write  upon  the  lines  laid  down  for  me  by  my  infonn- 
ants,  and  defects  of  omiasion  ate  mote  likely  to  ocoor  than  would 
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hftTfl  been  the  case  if  I  bad  been  a  apeotator  of  tbe  engagement. 
This  half-apology,  if  accepted  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  Ib  offered, 
Bhonld  absolve  me  in  tbe  eyes  of  those  oritiOB,  who  are  mo«t  able 
to  estimate  the  faimesB  and  sccorsoy  of  the  story,  namely,  the 
men  who  fought  in  the  action.  They  did  their  work  right  nobly 
and  well,  and  if  appreciation  of  their  eflbrts  is  lacking,  it  will  be 
rather  becaoBe  they  are  too  modest  to  do  justice  to  tbemBelveB 
than  to  any  nnwillingness  on  the  part  of  others  to  concede  to 
them  the  honour  they  so  well  deserve. 

Sir  Donald  Stewart's  march  apon  Ohazni  was  nneventfol  as  far 
as  Shahjni,  the  limit  of  the  Candahar  province,  bnt  from  that 
point  a  change  took  place ;  it  began  to  be  nnderstood  that  oppo- 
aition  was  likely  to  oconr  before  Qhazni  was  reached.  At  Shah- 
jni the  Taraki  country  begins,  and  the  mooUaiu  had  been  so  setive 
in  preaching  r  jehad  that  several  thousand  men  had  collected  on 
the  hills  to  the  east.  These  were  at  first  Tarakis,  ghazis  from 
Candahar,  and  contingents  from  Zamindawar  and  other  neigh- 
bonring  districts.  They  kept  well  away  &om  the  British  force, 
bnt  marched  day  by  day,  parallel  to  it,  along  the  foot  of  the  high 
hills  on  the  right  of  the  valley  along  which  onr  troops  were 
making  their  way.  They  gathered  strength  daily,  bnt  it  was 
deemed  nnwise  to  attack  them,  as  they  would  probably  have 
retired  up  the  hillsides  ont  of  reach,  and  onr  men  would  have 
been  nnable  to  scatter  them.  Besides,  the  baggage  train  of  the 
eolamn  was  over  six  miles  in  length  (the  elephant  battery  with  its 
bnllock-teams  yoked  to  the  ammanition  waggons  stretched  away  for 
a  mile  or  more),  and  to  have  detached  a  brigade  to  make  an 
attack  Qpon  the  enemy  would  have  left  the  baggage  open  to 
molestation  from  the  right  flank.  Tbe  bibesmw,  therefore,  were 
allowed  to  march  quietly  along,  onr  spies  keeping  Sir  Donald 
Stewart  well  informed  of  all  that  was  happening  in  their  camp. 
Their  numbers,  the  names  of  their  chiefs,  and  their  probable 
intentions  were  made  known  to  Major  Enan  Smith,  Political 
Officer,  and  ttom  the  first  it  was  certain  that  they  wonld  try  issaea 
with  the  British  before  Ghazni  was  reached.  The  aspect  of  the 
ooantry,  too,  showed  ^at  war  was  meant ;  the  valley  was  fertile 
and  well  onltivated,  bnt  every  village  had  been  deserted,  all  snp- 
plies  bmried,  and  the  women  and  children -oanied  sway  to  the  hills 


nigiUrrlbyGOOgIC 


392  The  Afghan  War,   1879—80. 

for  safety.  It  wbb  as  if  the  people  had  fled  from  peBdlence  ;  the 
mwoUahM  had  done  their  work  well,  and  had  so  wrought  apon  the 
feoTB  and  fanaticiBm  of  the  ignorant  peasants  that  they  had  left 
their  homes  to  the  tender  mercies  of  onr  soldiery.  Perhaps,  also, 
it  was  believed  that  hy  cutting  off  aupphes  the  march  northwards 
might  be  retarded  or  checked  altogether ;  bat  this  belief  can  never 
eziat  again,  as  our  foraging  parties  unearthed  the  hidden  stores, 
and  the  troops  were  never  really  short  of  food.  The  leaders  frf 
the  tribesmen  were  Shir  Jan  (Taraki),  and  Mahomed  Aalam  Khan 
(Tokhi),  and  bo  overawed  were  the  villagers  by  their  threats  that 
even  those  who  would  willingly  have  traded  with  onr  porchasing 
agents,  had  to  throw  in  their  lot  with  the  more  fanatical  spirits. 

With  the  British  force  were  several  thoosand  Hazarae,  who,  as 
is  usually  the  case  with  native  allies,  were  rather  a  source  di 
anxiety  than  any  real  aid.  They  marched  in  wild  irregularity  on 
the  flanks  of  the  colnmn,  and  every  deserted  village  was  plundered 
by  them  without  compunction.  They  thus  appropriated  lai^ 
quantities  of  supplies  which  would  have  been  welcome  to  our 
army,  and  it  was  at  times  annoying  to  find  they  hod  cleared  « 
village  of  grain  before  onr  own  men  coold  arrive.  Their  inveterate 
hatred  of  the  Afghans  had  full  swing,  and  they  hailed  our  march 
upon  Ghazni  with  savage  satisfaction  as  giving  them  an  opportunity 
of  wiping  off  old  scores.  Now  that  they  find  we  do  not  intend 
staying  in  the  country  their  spirits  are  somewhat  damped,  as 
their  future  presents  nothing  more  pleasing  than  a  war  of 
revenge  by  the  southern  tribesmen  as  soon  as  onr  armies  have 
retomed  to  India.  The  excesses  likely  to  be  committed  when 
that  retam  takes  place  can  only  be  thonght  of  with  pain  and 
humiliation  by  as.  We  may  exact  what  promises  we  choose  from 
the  new  Amir,  bat  he  will  be  helpless  to  check  his  nnmly  sabjeots, 
and  we  cannot  march  again  to  Cabal  to  save  the  Hazaras  from 
their  fate.  There  will  be  nothing  for  them  but  to  retire  into  the 
fastnesses  of  their  high  table-land  between  Bamian  and  Herat, 
there  to  hold  their  own  until  the  bittemeBS  of  the  vendetta  shall 
have  died  away. 

With  such  allies  and  with  his  force  well  on  the  alert,  Sir 
Donald  Stewart  encamped  at  Mnshaki,  two  long  marches  south 
of  GhaEni,  on  the  16tb  of  April,  the  enemy's  camp  being  a  few 
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ndles  avay.  Our  spies  Tisited  the  camp,  and  returned  with  the 
news  that  on  the  morrow  the  tribesmen  would  attempt  to  drive 
back  the  column,  and  would  probably  take  ap  their  position  on  a 
low  spar  numing  eastwards  &om  the  Gnl  Eoh  Moimtains  and 
dominating  the  road.  With  this  warning  to  goide  him.  Sir 
Donald  Stewart  formed  his  order  of  march,  so  as  to  place  bis 
infitntry  on  his  left  flank,  upon  which  the  bnint  of  the  attack 
woold  be  likely  to  fall.  It  shoold  be  remembered  that  the, 
column  was  marching  in  a  Talley  running  almost  dne  north  and 
Boath,  and  that  the  road  &om  Mnshaki  was  mnch  nearer  the  hills 
on  the  west  (or  left  flank)  than  the  Shilghnr  ranges  on  the  east. 
The  order  of  march  from  Mnshaki  was  as  follows : — 


19th  Bengal  lancers,  300  wbra. 
A-B,  Bojal  HoTBe  Artillery,  mx  B-pr.  gnnj. 
IMh  Fnnjab  Natire  Intantr;,  470  riBea. 
Keld  Force  i-l  eompaDj  2-eOtb  mflM,  63  ridetk 

Head-       J 1  compeiiT  25ili  PnqjabNatiTeliiEaiitTT,  8G  riflei. 
qoarten.    (.1  troop  19tli  Bengal  lAneers,  GO  aabiM. 
No>.  i  and  ID  Companiei  Bengal  Sappera  and  UineTB,  SOriflea. 


6Ub  Foot,  136  riBe^ 

8rd  Qhoorka  Eegimenl,  S69  riflea. 

Q-4tli,  Soyal  Artillerj,  ni  S-pr.  gni 


Snd  Fanjab  Caralrj,  3iB  ubrai. 

Field  Hoepilak. 

Ordnanoe  aod  Engineer  Held  Park*. 

Oommimariat. 

Bagpg«. 

2-60tb  SiSes,  4t3  ti&w. 

IGth  aUu,  e70  riflas. 

2Cth  Pnojab  Native  In&mtr;,  8S0  riflta. 

11-llth,  Ba:r*l  Aitillerj  (Honntain  Battery),  >i 

lit  Punjab  OaTalij,  310  nbret. 


Leading  brigade  OBder 
tbe  oommand  o( 
Brigadier  -  QeDeral 
C.  H.PalliMr,C.B. 


Under  tbe  oommand  of 
Brigadier  -  (hnenl 
E.  J.  Hnghei. 


Under  the  oo 
Brigadier  ■  QenenU 
T-jo'.  gnna.      |      K  Barter. 


The  length  of  the  column  was  abont  six  miles,  so  that  the  19th 
Bengal  Lancers  were  close  upon  Ahmed  Eliel  when  the  rear-guard 
was  leaving  Mushaki.  Upon  nearing  the  spur  of  tbe  Gul  Eoh 
hills  the  enemy  were  seen  drawn  up  in  the  shape  of  a  huge 
parallelogram  at  rigbt-angles  to  the  road  and  completely  barring 
the  way.     The  road  passes  over  a  low  koUH  just  where  the  spur 
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loaea  itself  in  the  valley,  and  it  was  clear  that  Shir  Jan  and 
Mahomed  Aslam  EJian  meant  to  oonteet  the  advance  at  this  point. 
The  village  of  Ahmed  Ehel  was  marked  in  the  maps  as  lying  in 
ft  hoUow  below  the  spnr,  bnt  really  no  village  exists,  though  tha 
halting-place  at  a  karee  ia  called  Ahmed  Khel.  The  enemy  wera 
three  miles  away  when  first  sighted,  and  Sir  Donald  Stewart  made 
Ms  disposition  to  attack  by  deflecting  General  Hnghes'e  brigade 
to  the  left  80  as  to  face  the  Qnl-Eoh  Bpnr.  A  squadron  of  ttie 
19th  Bengal  Lancers  was  sent  ont  on  tiie  extreme  left  to  recon- 
noitre the  enemy's  position  in  that  direction,  while  A-B  and  G--4 
batteries  were  placed  on  the  right,  onder  escort  of  the  2nd  Punjab 
Cavalry  and  the  second  squadron  of  the  19tfa  Bengal  Lanoers. 
The  heavy  battery  was  halted  about  a  mile  in  rear  on  a  low  hill. 
The  Lientenant-Q^neral  and  Staff  with  the  reserve  (composed  of 
the  19tb  Ptujabees,  the  Sappers,  and  the  Oener&l's  escort)  were  on  a 
hill  in  rear  commanding  a  good  view  of  the  country.  Soon  after 
seven  o'clock  orders  were  sent  to  General  Barter  to  double 
forward  half  his  intantry,  and  to  send  on  two  squadrons  of  the  let 
Panjab  Cavalry  without  delay.  At  eight  o'clock  the  troops  moved 
forward  in  order  of  battle.  The  two  batt^ies  of  artillery  with 
their  cavalry  escort  were  on  the  extreme  right ;  the  69A  Foot 
were  in  the  centre  of  the  line,  with  the  2nd  Sikhs  on  their  left 
flank,  while  the  Srd  Ghoorkas  were  in  the  extreme  left  wiUt  their 
ranks  deflected  a  little  to  the  rear.  There  was  a  gap  of  400  or 
600  yards  between  the  artillery  and  the  69th,  and  to  flll  this  up 
Sir  Donald  Stewart's  escort  of  a  troop  of  the  19tb  Bengal  Laneera, 
a  company  of  the  60th  Rifles,  and  one  company  of  the  25tb 
Punjab  Native  Iniantry  were  told  off,  but  even  then  the  gap  could 
not  oltogetbo-  be  filled.  A  company  of  the  19th  Fonjabees  were 
moved  to  the  left  of  A-B  battery,  thus  protecting  boUi  batteries 
at  the  same  time.  Such  was  the  first  formation,  hut  it  was 
afterwards  modified,  the  guns  of  G-4  being  moved  to  varions  points 
between  the  in&ntry  regiments,  and  directing  Qieir  fire  iriierever 
the  numbers  of  the  eoemy  seemed  to  Uireaten  perssteot  attack. 
The  two  squadrons  of  the  19th  Bengtd  Lanoers  w»e  also  extended 
upon  the  left  flank  to  check  any  turning  movement  &om  that 
quarter,  and  also  a  guard  to  two  of  the  guns  of  G-4,  which  came 
into  action  in  that  quarter.    The  infantry  were  thas  flanked  on 
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either  hand  by  a  battei;  of  artdllei;,  while  the  cavalry  formed  the 
winga,  RB  it  were,  of  the  colonm  ready  to  strike  to  right  or  left,  or 
to  diarge  on  oonTerging  lines  upon  a  common  enemy  in  front. 
The  baggage  stretched  away  in  rear  for  aeveral  miles,  and  it  was 
all-important  to  prevent  the  head  of  the  oolnmn  being  ontflanked, 
as  io  andh  a  case  the  line  wonld  have  been  broken,  and  a  stampede 
of  men  and  animals  have  taken  place  npon  Gheneral  Barter's 
brigade.  The  enemy,  seeing  the  preparations  for  attack,  moved 
down  bodily  from  the  crest  of  the  ridge  to  the  lower  slopes  with 
standards  waving  and  tom-hmu  beating ;  and  a  fair  amount  of 
order  was  preserved  among  the  horsemen  and  foot  soldiers,  who 
nombered  12,000  ox  15,000 — the  Tarakis,  Andaria,  Snleiman 
Eheyls,  and  Tokhis  having  mustered  their  fighting  men  in  obedience 
to  the  summons  of  die  mooUo^  sent  by  Mnshk-i-Alam.  Onr 
artilleiy  (A-B  and  G-4)  got  into  action  and  began  shelling  the 
alopes  preparatory  to  the  infantry  attack ;  bnt  suddenly  a  commo- 
tion was  observed  in  the  most  sdvanced  lines  of  the  opposing  army, 
the  mooUaAi  oonld  be  seen  haranguing  the  irregolar  host  witii 
frantic  energy,  the  beating  of  the  (om-Conu  was  redoubled,  and 
then,  as  if  by  magio,  a  wave  of  men — ghasiB  of  the  most  des- 
perate type — spoored  down  upon  the  plain  and  rushed  npon 
General  Stewturt's  fbroe.  The  main  body  of  the  Afghan  army 
remained  apcm  the  hill  to  watch  the  ghazis  in  their  reckless 
onslaught,  and  to  take  advantage  of  any  saecese  they  mi^t  gain. 
The  fimaticism  of  the  8,000  or  4,000  men  who  made  this  des- 
perate charge  has  perhi^  never  been  equalled ;  they  had  600  or 
600  yards  to  cover  before  they  could  come  to  close  quarters  with 
onr  infantry,  and  yet  they  made  nothing  of  the  distance.  They 
advanced,  or  rather  rnshed  forwud,  in  three  lines;  muiy  of  the 
men  w«e  on  horaeback,  and  nearly  all  well  armed  wit^  iialuHun, 
knives,  and  pistols.  Some  carried  rifles  and  matcddooks,  while  a 
few — and  these  mast,  indeed,  have  been  resolute  fanatics — had 
simply  pikes  made  of  bayonets,  or  pieces  of  sharpened  iron, 
fostened  upon  long  sticks.  The  ground  to  ri^t  and  left  of  our 
troops  was  more  c^>en  and  level  than  that  immediately  in  front, 
and  consequently  the  ^Lazis'  attack  broke  wiUi  greatest  violence 
npon  onr  flanks.  On  onr  left  flank  the  two  sqaadrons  of  the  19th 
Bengal  Lancers  were  still  at  the  trot  moving  into  position  when 
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the  ghaziB  ruBhed  timo&g  them.  Lancers  sre  always  at  a  die- 
advantage  when  in&ntiy  have  broken  their  ranks,  and  the  19th 
were  no  exception  to  the  mle.  In  an  instant  they  were  lost  to 
Bight  in  the  clond  of  dnst  and  smoke  cansed  by  the  Sgbt ;  and  in 
the  Goufusion,  owing,  perhaps,  to  some  misncderstood  order,  or  to 
the  men  losing  their  beads,  a  troop  charged  to  the  right  in  rear  of 
the  infantry  line  and  came  smashing  into  the  19th  Punjab  Native 
Infantry,  in  rear  of  the  Lieatenant-Oenend  and  bis  Staff.  All 
was  confusion  for  a  moment ;  the  ammnnition  mnlea  were 
stampeded,  and  with  the  riderless  horses  of  the  Lancers  killed  or 
wonnded  in  the  m^lee,  dashed  into  the  bead-qoartere'  Staff.  The 
ghazis  had  continned  their  onward  msh  and  were  engaged  in 
hand-to-hand  fighting  with  oar  in&ntry.  Some  penetrated  to 
within  twenty  yards  of  the  spot  npon  which  the  Staff  were  watch- 
ing the  action,  and  so  critical  was  the  moment,  that  Sir  Donald 
Stewart  and  every  man  of  his  Staff  drew  their  sworda  and  pre- 
pared for  self-defence.  The  impetuosity  of  the  ghazis  on  the  left 
carried  them  right  in  rear  of  oar  infantry,  and  but  for  the  cool 
promptitnde  of  Colonel  Lyster,  Y.C,  commanding  the  3rd 
Ghootkas,  this  rash  might  have  had  terrible  results.  Colonel 
Lyster  formed  his  men  into  company  sqnares,  and  poured  volley 
after  volley  into  the  &natics  as  they  su^ed  onwards.  In  the 
meantime  the  attack  had  also  burst  all  along  the  line,  and  in  the 
hurry  and  confusion  some  of  our  men  did  not  fix  bayonets. 

The  General's  escort,  filling  the  gap  between  the  Horse  Artillery 
Battery  and  the  69th,  were  driven  back,  and  the  &9tb  were  ordered 
to  throw  back  their  right  to  check  the  rush.  The  order  was  so 
delivered  that  it  was  understood  to  imply  the  retirement  of  the 
whole  regiment,  and  the  movement  was  carried  out.  The  ghazis 
were  so  close  that  there  was  a  tendency  to  collect  in  groups  for 
mntnal  protection — a  fatal  coarse  when  a  general  rush  has  to  be 
cheeked ;  but  General  Haghes,  by  his  example  and  energy, 
checked  this  in  time,  and  after  a  few  minutes'  excitement, — an 
excitement  quite  pardonable  under  the  circamstances, — oar  men 
settled  down  and  began  a  steady  and  continnbus  fire  from  their 
breech-loaders,  which  swept  sway  the  ghazis  and  covered  the  plain 
with  dead.  But  there  had  been  persistent  hand-to-hand  fighting 
before  this  fire  began  to  take  effect,  for  the  ghazis  fought  with  a 
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braTer;  n«7er  excelled,  and  sold  their  lives  as  dearly  as  fana- 
tics can  sell  them.  Yet  the  three  regiments — British,  Sikh,  and 
Ghoorka — to  whom  they  were  exposed,  held  their  own,  the  2nd 
Sikhs,  in  particnlar,  attisoting  the  General's  notice  for  their 
splendid  steadiness  in  rolling  bach  the  attach,  and  the  main  body 
of  Afghans  holding  aloof,  the  ghazis  could  not  hope  to  break  onr 
line.  Bnt  with  what  grand  disregard  for  their  hves  they  mast 
have  foQght  ie  shown  by  their  charging  to  within  thirty  yards  of 
the  mnzzles  of  Major  Warter's  guns,  and  facing  case  and  reversed 
shrapnel,  which  at  close  qnartere  mowed  them  down  in  scores. 
The  gnnners  never  flinched,  but  stood  to  their  pieces  manfolly, 
trusting  to  the  2nd  Punjab  Cavalry  to  clear  the  enemy  away  nntil 
the  infantry  fire  shonld  begin  to  tell.  The  charges  made  by 
the  2nd  Pnnjab  Cavalry  were  repeated  again  and  again,  and  were 
ae  brilliant  as  any  made  by  cavalry  daring  the  whole  war.  This 
is  the  deliberate  opinion  of  the  men  who  vritnessed  them,  and  who 
owed  mnoh  to  the  sowars  who  kept  the  right  flank  safe.  The 
Horse  Artillery  guns  were  retired  150  yards  when  the  first  shock 
had  passed,  and  at  a  range  of  a  few  hundred  yards  they  continned 
to  Are  shell  into  the  enemy  with  admirable  precision.  The  gnns 
of  G-4  were  in  a  comparatively  safer  position  among  the  infantry, 
and  their  fire  also  was  well  directed  and  very  effective.  In 
the  gap  I  have  mentioned  between  A-B  battery  and  the  59th 
Foot  the  General's  escort  had  a  tough  hand-to-hand  fight  with  a 
body  of  ghazis  who  closed  with  them.  Breech-loader  and  bayonet 
told  against  pistol  and  ttAvoar,  while  the  few  sowars  of  the  19th 
Bengal  Lancers  also  gave  their  aid  in  the  m^Ue.  How  desperate 
the  fighting  must  have  been,  is  shown  by  the  casualties  among 
the  escort  alone,  which  was  merely  ased  to  give  cohesion  to  the 
line.  The  company  of  the  60th  lost  its  Cktlonr-Sergeant  (Ches- 
ham)  and  two  privates  killed  and  a  bugler  wounded ;  the  company 
of  the  25th  had  two  sepoys  killed,  and  the  detachment  of  the 
19th  Bengal  Lancers  had  seven  sowars  wonnded.  The  heavy 
battery  contribated  its  quota  to  the  engagement  as  it  got  into 
action  on  a  convenient  piece  of  rising  ground  in  rear  of  the 
infantry,  and  shelled  a  hill  south  of  the  Ahmed  Khel  spur,  on 
which  large  masses  of  the  enemy  had  congregated,  as  if  meditating 
a  flank  attack  upon  the  baggage  line.     In  the  early  part  of  the 
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day  Sir  Donald  Stewart,  as  I  have  said,  had  sent  baek  word  to 
Cteseral  Barter  to  bony  ap  with  teinforcementa  General  Barter 
atarted  the  lat  Fanjab  Cavalry  at  a  trot,  and  followed  with  the  ftOth 
Bides.  The  1st  Cavalry  arrived  ic  time  to  share  in  the  pnisoit  of 
the  fogitives,  who  had  been  nnanoceBsfol  in  their  attack  cpon  oar 
right  flank,  and  ntany  were  killed  before  they  coold  reach  the 
protecting  slopes  of  the  ShOghnr  Hills  on  the  east.  The  60(h 
formed  np  on  the  right  of  the  Sdth  Foot,  and  the  "  cease  fire " 
sounded  jast  as  they  arrived,  the  enemy  by  that  time  being  in  fall 
letreat.  The  cavalry  pnrsdit  had  to  be  checked,  as  t^e  six  miles 
of  baggage  had  to  be  looked  after ;  and  vrith  so  many  regiments 
in  advance,  it  was  feared  that  detached  bodies  of  gbazis  mi^t 
mn  amnck  in  the  rear.  The  action  had  began  at  nine  o'clock,  and 
"cease  fire"  soanded  at  ten,  just  an  hoar's  fighting;  bnt  the 
easaalties  were  annsnally  heavy  for  Afghan  warfare.  Of  the 
enemy  1,000  dead  were  coanted  on  the  field,  and  many  bodies 
had  been  carried  off:  while  their  woonded  mast,  at  the  amallest 
estimate,  have  numbered  1,000  or  1,600.  The  gbazis  hilled 
were  all  fine,  handaome  men,  well  nonr^ed  and  of  splendid 
physiqne,  and  their  fanaticism  had  given  them  courage  which 
veteran  Baldiers  might  envy.  Among  the  dead  was  one  woman, 
while  twelve  others  were  taken  prisoners  with  arms  in  their  hands. 
The  casualties  among  onr  troops  were  seventeen  killed,  and  126 
woonded ;  among  the  Utter  being  dx  officers  whose  names  have 
already  been  pablished.  Lieutenant  Young,  of  the  19th  Bengal 
Lancers,  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  control  ov»  bia  horse,  and  the 
animal  carried  him  into  the  thick  of  the  gbazis,  by  whom  he  waa 
cat  down  and  fearfully  wounded.  From  head  to  heel  he  was  slashed 
until  almost  past  recognition,  and  when  picked  up  he  was  believed 
to  be  in  a  dying  state.  The  surgeons  have  since  given  bette 
reports  of  him,  and  his  recovery  seems  assured.  Of  the  wounded 
men,  four  have  since  died  of  their  wounds,  which  in  nearly  every 
case  were  tvhaar  or  knife-outs  received  in  hand-to-hand  en- 
oounters.  The  19th  Bengal  Lancers  had  fifty-three  casualtiea, 
and  twenty-four  amongst  the  horses ;  the  total  tosa  of  the  whole 
cavahy  brigade  vras  more  than  100,  and  from  seventy  to  eigh^ 
horses. 

The  Hazaras,  seeing  the  Afghans  in  full  flight,  psrsoed  them 
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with  ardonr,  imd  their  knowledge  of  the  oonnti;  gave  them  an 
advantage  European  troope  oonld  not  hope  to  possess.  How  they 
harassed  the  ftagitiTeB  only  their  own  kinsmen  will  ever  know, 
as  pursners  and  porsaed  disappeared  into  the  hills  very  shortly 
after  the  action  oame  to  an  end.  The  prisoners  taken  after  the 
fight  ware  dealt  with  by  Major  Eoan  Smith,  Political  Offioer,  all 
the  wounded  being  tnated  by  onr  Borgeons  and  taken  onwards 
towards  Gfaaini.  Two  gbasiB  only  had  to  be  shot ;  they  were 
&natics  of  too  exalted  miada  to  accept  mercy,  and  when  promised 
liberty  in  retom  for  an  undertaking  to  go  quietly  to  their  homes, 
they  simply  cursed  all  Kafirs,  and  swore  to  kill  a  Feringhi  the 
instant  they  ahonld  be  released.  In  jnetioe  to  ooi  men,  their 
lives  had  to  be  taken,  as  Candahar  experience  baa  shown  that 
BQch  &nstios '  always  keep  their  word.  Onr  dead  were  buried 
on  the  field  by  Ur,  Wamford,  the  Chaplain,  as  Sir  Donald 
Stewart  had  resolved  to  march  on  to  Nani  without  delay ;  and 
early  in  the  afternoon  the  column  was  again  moving  northward. 
As  onr  men  passed  along,  ghasis  who  had  feigned  death  rose  and 
fired  at  them,  and  men  severely  wounded  slashed  at  the  legs  of 
the  soldiers ;  these  dying  spasms  of  fanaticism  proving  that  the 
ghasis  were  consistent  to  the  end. 

On  the  evening  of  the  19th  the  force  encamped  at  Nani,  within 
fifteen  miles  of  Ghazni,  and  on  the  following  day  the  cavalry 
reached  the  fortress  itself  without  farther  opposition.  The  tribes- 
men had  made  their  grand  effort  to  save  the  place  and  had  fitiled ; 
there  was  nothing  for  it  bnt  to  allow  the  Kafirs  to  do  as  they 
willed  with  the  city  and  citadel,  since  it  had  fallen  into  their 
hands.  The  infanby  and  artillery  encamped  for  the  night  at 
Chel  Bntoha  Gaom  (the  Village  of  the  Fort?  Children),  a  few 
xniles  south  of  Ghazni.  It  was  noticed  at  the  time  that  a  low 
hill,  some  miles  away  on  the  right,  was  occnpied  by  a  large  force 
of  Afghans,  who  had  their  standards  flying,  bat  did  not  seem 
otherwise  bent  on  hostilitiee.  They  were  not  interfiared  with 
then,  as  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  push  on  to  Ghazni,  nnder 
the  walls  of  which  the  Candahar  column  encamped  on  the  21st 
withoat  forther  incident.  Sir  Donald  Stewart  hod  orders  to  make 
DO  long  stay  in  Qhazni,  and  he  intended  moving  oat  on  the 
28rd;  bat  it  was  reported  that  the  gathering  of  men  seen  on 
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the  20tli  and  Slat  had  largely  increased,  and  that  they  were  the 
advance-guard  of  an  anny  of  15,000  or  20,000  which  Mnsbb-i- 
Alam  had  raised  in  Shilgbnr  and  Znrmat.  The  effect  npon  the 
native  mind,  if  such  a  force  bad  been  left  nnmoleBted  when  onr 
troops  evacnated  Ghazni,  would  have  been  very  damaging  to  our 
prestige,  and  Sir  Donald  Stewart  resolved  to  disperse  the  tribes- 
men before  moving  northward.  The  peaceful  state  of  Ghazni 
itself  was  an  encouragement  to  this  course  of  action,  as  he  could 
beely  use  the  regiments  at  his  dispoBal  without  fear  of  an  kmxaix 
in  the  city. 

As  a  preparatory  measure  a  wing  of  the  19th  Punjab  In&ntrj 
occapied  the  citadel,  and  early  on  Uie  morning  of  the  23rd  a  force 
under  command  of  Brigadier-Qeneral  Palliaer  marched  towards 
Shalez,  six  miles  south-east  of  Ghazni,  said  to  be  occapied  by  tha 
enemy.    The  troops  detailed  for  the  work  were ; — 

A-B,  Ibgvl  HotM  ArtUlerj.  ^ 

11-llth,  Bojil  AiUnerj. 

S-«Hli  BUo,  52S  rifln.  Bri^m-CNDenJ 

16th  Sikh;!,  e78  riflei.  \      B&rtsr 

2Gth  FuiiKb  NfttJTe  Inhnlr;,  4SS    [      ing. 


Under  the  comtnaiid  <( 
Biigftdiet  -  Qenant 
C.  H.  Pilluw,  CB. 


2iid  akhi,  421  rifles.  ) 

Itt  PniOab  CiTtlT;,  122  nlm*. 
2Dd  Pnni&b  C>ti1^,  32S  nbiw. 

On  the  previous  day  a  cavalry  reconnaissance  had  been  made, 
and  2,000  or  8,000  men  had  been  seen  about  the  Urzoo  villages 
near  Shalez.  General  Palliser,  on  arriving  near  the  villages,  found 
them  occupied  in  force  by  3,000  or  4,000  men.  He  immediately  gat 
his  gnne  into  action,  and  shelled  the  villages,  but  without  any 
apparent  effect.  The  enemy  remained  quietly  within  the  walls, 
except  their  videttes,  which  were  pushed  forward  more  into  the 
open,  while  some  of  their  sharp-shooters  lined  a  narrow  ditch  in 
the  fields,  and  began  firing  at  long  ranges  npon  our  inhntry.  The 
villages  consisted  of  three  walled  enclosures,  two  in  close  proximity 
to  each  other  facing  our  right,  and  a  third  somewhat  in  rear  of, 
and  removed  from,  the  others.  This  third  village  would  have 
borne  the  brunt  of  any  attack  from  our  left  flank,  and  it  had  as 
a  sort  of  screen  a  small  garden  outside  the  walls.  General 
PalUser  believed  the  ground  between  his  troops  and  the  villages 
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to  be  ungated,  and  tbonght  that  mnoh  loss  of  life  would  oocor  if 
lie  aent  his  inbntry  to  make  a  direct  attack.  He  silenced  anch  of 
the  enemy's  Bharp-ahooters  as  grew  troableaome  by  telling  off 
marksmen  to  keep  their  fire  imder,  and  cootinaed  shelliDg  the 
Tillages  very  vigoronsly.  Still  the  enemy  made  no  sign  either  of 
attacking  or  retiring,  and  a  message  waa  at  laat  heliographed  to 
Sir  Donald  Stewart,  saying  the  place  was  too  strong  to  be  taken 
by  the  troops  then  in  &ont  of  it  withont  sacrificiDg  many  lives. 
Upon  news  being  received.  General  Hnghea'a  Brigade  was  ordered 
under  arms,  and  a  half  battalion  of  the  69th  foot  (263  riSes),  and 
six  companiea  of  the  8rd  Ghoorkaa  (191  rifles),  were  sent  ont  as  a 
reinforcement.  Still  General  Palliser  did  not  consider  it  advisable 
to  attack,  and  he  withdrew  to  a  ridge  2,600  yards  from  the  villages, 
whence  he  continued  to  shell  the  enemy.  Upon  this  Sir  Donald 
Stewart  moved  forward  with  G-4,  B.A.,  264  rifles  of  the  69th, 
a  half  battalion  of  the  19tb  Ptujabees,  and  the  19th  Bengal 
Lancers.  The  heavy  battery  was  left  in  camp  with  two  companies 
of  the  69th,  two  companies  of  Sappers,  and  a  complement  of 
goarda  famished  from  each  regiment.  Sir  Donald  Stewart 
reached  Shalez  at  nine  o'clock,  and  fonnd  that  General  FaUiser 
bad  withdrawn  hia  artillery  and  infimtry  to  a  low  hill  some  diatanoe 
&om  the  villagea,  with  a  view  to  entice  the  enemy  into  the  open. 
The  tribesmen  were  too  cantions  to  be  deceived  by  this  manoeavre, 
and  preferred  bearing  bombardment  to  coming  under  infantry  fire 
in  the  plain.  The  two  batteries  had  fired  the  onnsual  number  of 
thirty  rounds  of  shell  per  gun,  a  total  of  860  roande,  bnt  7-pr. 
and  9-pr.  sheila  can  do  bnt  little  damage  against  walled  enclosures 
and  stoat  mud  walls.  When  our  reinforcements  arrived,  a  sudden 
bnrst  of  fanatical  enthusiaBm  seized  the  defenders  of  the  villages, 
and  it  seemed  as  if  the  ghazis'  msh  at  Ahmed  Kbel  was  about 
to  be  repeated.  At  first  only  their  videttes  were  seen  watching 
oar  troops,  while  an  occasional  puff  of  amoke  from  the  ditch 
showed  the  preaence  of  a  ahorp-ahooter ;  but  soon  a  number  of 
mounted  men  were  aeen  galloping  about,  and  then  out  poured  a 
mob  from  the  shelter  of  the  walls.  They  formed  themselves  rudely 
into  line,  and  to  the  din  of  their  tom-toma  began  to  advance. 
This  nnezpected  boldneaa  on  their  part  was  met  by  onr  batteries 
of  artillery  opening  fire  at  800  or  900  yatda'  range,  and  the  first 
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few  shells  osased  many  of  the  more  tdmid  to  break  and  retiie. 
Sir  Donald  Stewart  ordered  the  infantry  to  dear  the  villages 
withoat  delay,  and  General  Barter's  Brigade  adranced  in  line 
npon  the  right ;  while  General  Hughes,  whose  brigade  had  been 
joined  by  the  2nd  Sikhs,  made  a  direct  attack  in  front,  his  left 
swinging  ronnd  so  as  to  take  the  detached  village  of  Urzoo  in 
rear.  Onr  troops  steadily  advanced  nntil  within  200  yards  of  the 
enemy,  when  file-firing  commenced.  The  fasillade  was  terrible, 
and  so  stonned  were  the  wretched  and  ill-armed  tribesmen,  that 
they  flod  in  confusion.  Some  preferred  staying  cronched  in  the 
ditch  to  running  the  gauntlet  of  the  ballets.  One  can  imagine  the 
incessant  "ping"  when  six  regiments  armed  with  brooch-loaders 
are  advancing  in  one  long  line,  firing  as  rapidiy  as  men  can 
load.  It  was  natoral  that  an  undisciplined  mob  shonld  melt 
away  before  anch  an  attack.  The  men  who  lay  hidden  Eooght 
hand  to  hand  with  our  soldiers  as  the  latter  reached  theai ;  bat 
there  was  really  no  stnbbom  resistance,  and  the  cavalry  and  horse 
artillery  were  let  loose  to  pnrsae  the  fugitives  as  soon  aa  the 
villages  were  sorronnded.  The  total  loss  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy  was  800  or  400 ;  while  our  casualties  wero  almost  ntl— one 
private  of  the  60th  and  one  eowar  of  the  let  Punjab  Cavalry  shot 
dead.  Such  of  the  enemy  as  came  to  close  qiiarters  with  our 
men  foaght  bravely  enough,  on«  ghazi  making  a  desperate  mah  at 
Lieutenant  Legh,  of  the  60th,  who  killed  him  with  his  sword. 

The  Tajik  villagers  of  Utzoo  stated  that  there  were  originally 
4,000  footmen  and  200  cavalry  in  the  villages  when  Oeneral 
Palliser  first  arrived ;  but  that,  when  onr  troops  did  not  attack, 
word  was  sent  to  all  neighbouring  villages  to  turn  out  their  fitt- 
ing men,  and  many  Pathans  joined  their  friends  just  before  Sir 
Donald  Stewart's  arrival.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Mnshk-i- 
Alam  had  worked  npon  the  fanaticism  of  the  local  tribesmen,  in 
the  hope  of  retrieving  the  defeat  of  Ahmed  Ehel.  His  hopes  have 
been  completely  shattered,  bnt  as  he  has  young  Musa  Ehan  still 
with  him  he  may  yet  give  us  troablo.  General  Stewart  left  Sirdar 
Alum  Ehan  in  charge  of  Ghazni  when  the  Candahar  force  moved 
towards  Cabnl.  The  defences  of  Ghazni  were  not  touched,  as  they 
were  considered  too  contemptible  to  give  troablo  if  a  force  ahonld 
ever  find  itself  beneath  the  walls  of  fiie  ct^. 
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CHAPTER  XXVm. 

"Tha  SiTiii«  FtguTB  from  tke  Nortli " — Sberpnr  dtir{ngKk;r~-!hikubFa{^tiTMfiain 
£nmian  T«rri(oi7-'CBbiil  in  FrospeTitj— Tha  Feopla  enriched  at  the  Eipenie  of 
the  Britlih  Qoreniment — The  Coining  of  C&bnli  Biipeee~Tha  BffMt  npon  tha 
People— Street  Sketchei— Life  In  tha  Baiun— The  Hindn  and  Kiollndi  Qotrtan 
— Bapftdtr  ol  die  Traden— Tba  Abandonee  of  Prnit— Ice-emm  Stilli— An 
Inilaiue  of  Fautidim — Hiatorj  of  Uie  Eiiilbuhe*  —  Their  Tuki  Seaoent-^ 
Bpbiiwtone'B  Bitinute  of  their  Cb«nwter-!rheir  Strtngth  in  Ctbnl  eatim&ted  at 
6,000  Fightisg  Hen— Their  Treatment  b;  tke  Amin. 

16tA  May,  1880. 
Thebe  is  BQoh  a  bol;  calm  in  Sberpor  that  we  begin  to  qaestion 
whether  all  the  excitement  of  the  laet  aix  months  has  not  been  a 
nightmare.  No  bnatle  or  excitement,  no  sadden  alanns,  no  gathering 
of  armed  men  to  poor  ont  upon  Asmai,  Si&h  Song,  or  Charasia ;  oar 
cavalry  rest  qaietly  in  their  lines  withoat  any  expectation  of  "  boot-  - 
and-saddle"  soanding;  and  erery  sentry  in  the  cantonment  whiles 
away  hia  time,  not  in  wondering  whether  the  enemy  are  near,  but 
in  sweet  specolation  as  to  when  orders  will  be  issned  for  the  march 
to  India.  The  majority  of  ns  believe  that,  as  regards  severe  fighting, 
we  have  satisfied  the  Afghans,  although  a  last  flash  in  the  pan  may 
occnr  before  the  final  settlement;  and  there  being  no  amase- 
ment  in  calcnlating  the  chances  of  the  next  action,  we  fall  back 
npon  discoBsion  of  possible  arrangements  with  the  varions 
claimants  to  the  Amirship.  Abdor  Bahman's  name  is  in  every 
man's  month,  and  the  news  of  his  departure  from  Knndoz  for 
Csbol  is  awaited  with  almost  aa  mnch  anxiety  aa  the  result  of  the 
Derby.  The  Sirdar  is  onr  "divine  figare  horn  the  north,"  at 
least  jnst  now.  Bnt  we  have  to  live  as  comfortably  as  we  can  in 
the  meantime ;  and  tboogb  onr  life  in  cantonments  is  necessarily 
a  colonrless  one,  it  has  more  points  than  a  hot-honse  existence  in 
India.  First,  in  the  order  of  comparison,  we  have  an  almost  per- 
fect climate ;  next,  we  have  some  little  amasements ;  and  lastly, 
by  reason  of  oar  separation  from  civilization,  we  have  a  less 
artificial  and  less  blamed  life  than  is  possible  in  the  irritating  and 
bilioat  fomace  "  down  below."    It  does  not  say  mach  for  civiliza- 
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tioD  that  thiB  shonld  be  bo  ;  bat  we  have  fewer  temptations,  and, 
eoDBequeBtlj,  fewer  faults  to  atone  for.  The  "  graBH-widow««  "  of 
Cabal,  I  undertake  to  say  with  most  serious  eamestneas,  are  on  a 
far  higher  lerel  of  moral  pority  than  that  easy-living,  freely-flirt- 
ing, and  most  charming  section  of  Indian  aociety,  which  migrates 
yearly  to  the  hills  when  yavkdht  are  in  fall  swing.  We  talk  less 
scandal ;  we  are  less  coTetons  of  other  persons'  property,  animate 
or  inanimate ;  we  do  not  torn  night  into  day  to  the  music  of  the 
trou  tempt  or  "  Pinafore ; "  and  we  do  oar  da^  quietly,  albeit  with 
a  little  wholesome  grambling.  But  as  news  drifts  up  &om  the 
Ehyber  line,  and  we  leam  how  the  poor  fellows  between  0andamak 
and  Landi  Ebtal  are  grilling  in  their  aingle-fly  tents  with  manifold 
troables  on  every  hand,  we  grow  placidly  thankfol  that  we  are  in 
Gabul,  with  good  thick  walls  about  us,  and  a  foot  of  mad  between 
as  and  the  snn.  Not  everyone  could  be  in  hill  stations  if  all  the 
troops  were  back  in  India ;  and  we  are  leas  discontented  now  at 
oar  lot — a  wifeless,  loverleas  one  though  it  be — than  we  were  three 
months  ago.  Cabal  "  grass-widowers  "  vriU  no  doubt  be  in  great 
demand  when  once  more  they  are  transplanted  into  Simla,  Mns- 
soorie,  or  Naini  Tal  society,  for  a  war-beaten  warrior  is  far  more 
esteemed  than  a  carpet  knight.  Fair  ears  will  tingle  with  pleasure 
when  whispered  explanations  are  given  of  the  days  spent  in 
unwonted  innocence  in  Afghanistan — 

"  D»j«  when  ws  ksgbed  for  joy  ol  nnunflT  heat, 
Nor  Unghed  Ion  lond  Then  mow  made  «fai(«  tbs  grontid." 

We  have  pined  for  "  loot,  love,  and  liberty : "  the  first  we  may 
never  get ;  but  every  day  brings  us  nearer  to  the  others,  and  we 
well  know  what  our  reward  vrill  be.  Will  it  not  be  counted  in 
oor  Cavour  that  no  band  will  play  "  The  girl  I  left  behind  me  " 
when  once  more  our  foces  are  tamed  eastwards  ?  It  surely  should 
be,  or  our  grass-widowhood  will  have  been  precious  time  oselessly 
sqaandered.  Sut,  frivohty  apart,  we  take  oar  change  at  Time's 
counter  with  composure,  and  are  not  too  anzions  concerning  oar 
immediate  fate.  There  are  the  current  daties  of  a  laige  camp  to 
be  gone  through  daily :  they  can  never  be  shirked,  bat  must 
always  be  done  systematically  and  thoroughly.  Begimenta  have 
their  guards  to  mount  day  and  night,  spring  drill  and  parades  to 
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attend,  recrnits  to  be  shaped  into  good  soldiers,  embryo  Bignallera 
to  be  trained,  transport  to  be  kept  in  good  order.  Colonel 
Low  has  worked  a  wonderful  change  in  onr  transport,  and  we 
shall  soon  be  able  to  "  march  anywhere  and  do  anything." 
General  Roberts  is  away  with  a  dinsion  of  5,000  men  visiting 
Logar,  Wardak  and  Maidan ;  his  troops  are  in  excellent  health 
and  are  enjoying  the  trip  amazingly. 

We  have  yisitors  occasionally,  other  than  officers  who  have 
taken  a  short  leare  from  a  station  down  the  line  to  pay  a  nsit  to 
Cabal.  A  few  days  ago  three  Turkish  soldiers  apphed  at  the 
Bala  Hissar  for  food  and  assistance  on  their  joamey  to  India. 
They  were  sent  to  Major  Hastings,  Political  Officer,  and  told  a 
story  full  of  adTcnture.  They  were  an  old  man,  his  son,  and  a 
wild-looking  Tnrk  of  the  Bashi-Bazonk  order.  The  youngest  of 
the  party  was  Tery  intelligent,  and  a  handsome  specimen  of  the 
Tnrkish  peasantry,  while  his  father  was  still  nnbroken  in  strength 
in  spite  of  his  misfortnneB.  The  "  Bashi-Bazook,"  as  we 
imagined  him  to  be,  though  he  denied  the  impeachment,  was  the 
embodiment  of  mde  strength :  he  still  wore  the  long  bine  coat 
he  had  donned  when  called  npon  to  fight  the  Bassians,  and  across 
the  breast  were  a  dozen  little  pockets,  each  large  enongh  to  hold 
a  cartridge,  and  showing  signs  of  great  wear.  A  Tnrcoman  fnr 
cap,  with  the  tanned  skin  ontside  and  a  fringe  of  fnr  showing  all 
round,  coTcred  his  long,  matted  hair,  and  added  to  the  wildnera  of 
his  appearance.  All  the  men  were  travel-stained,  and  looked 
forlorn  enongh ;  bnt  their  satisfiiction  at  being  among  the  "  Inglis  " 
was  without  bonnds,  and  they  were  as  cheerful  and  contented  as 
if  the  10,000  miles  between  Cabnl  and  Istamboul  were  only  a 
league.  Their  story  was  that  they  were  natives  of  the  village  of 
Soghral,  ten  days'  march  from  Ears,  and  that  when  the  Russian 
war  broke  oat  they  joined  Haji  Ali's  regiment,  their  captain  being 
Haji  Shnman,  The  latter  was  killed  in  action,  and  the  Rassians 
took  the  whole  of  the  Soghral  villagers  prisoners.  Men,  women, 
and  children,  were  marched  for  eleven  days  until  the  railway  was 
reaohed  in  the  district  of  the  Caucasus,  when  the  whole  party  were 
transferred  to  the  rail.  After  four  days'  travelling  they  gained 
Moscow,  whence  their  families  were  sent  to  St.  Petersburg,  while 
the  men  were  sent  eastwards  to  Dobiska.    Here  they  were  kept 
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priaonetB  for  two  years,  bmng  liglitl;  ironed,  bnt  baving  qo  woA 
to  do.  They  received  about  two  and  a  half  annas  in  Bnsaian 
money  daily,  with  which  they  bought  food,  and  upon  which  they 
managed  to  live.  At  the  end  of  two  years  their  irona  were 
remoTed,  and  they  were  told  to  settle  down  about  Dobiska  and 
cnltiTBte  the  land.  At  the  earliest  opportunity  a  number  of  them 
absconded,  of  whom  these  three  men  kept  together.  For  fifteen 
days  they  travelled  secretly,  doing  long  distances  at  sight,  until 
they  reached  Kazakia,  on  the  outer  border  of  Bokhara.  Here 
they  were  safe,  as  their  feUow-Mussalmans  willingly  gave  them 
food ;  but  they  did  not  dare  to  go  before  the  Amir  of  Bokhara,  as 
they  believed  he  was  on  Mendly  terms  with  the  BassianB,  They 
stayed  during  the  winter  at  Gnzar,  as  tbey  were  told  the  Passes 
towards  Gabul  were  closed ;  but  in  the  spring  they  left  Bokhara 
and  made  for  Mazar-i- Sharif.  Here  they  found  Ishak  Khan  as 
Governor :  the  place  was  quiet  enough,  and  but  few  troops  were 
holding  it.  Thence  they  marched  to  Bamian,  their  poverty  no 
doubt  saving  them  &om  molestation,  and  at  last  they  reached 
Cabnl.  Theit  desire  was  to  be  sent  to  Bombay,  whence  their 
Gonenl  oonld  forward  them  to  Constantinople.  Major  Hastings 
gave  them  Bs.  50  to  get  a  new  outfit  in  the  city,  and  make  them- 
selves clean  and  comfortable.  On  Monday  they  were  presented  io 
Sir  Donald  Stewart,  and  were  afterwards /^fec2  and  photographed: 
the  native  officers  of  the  Guides  giving  them  a  great  dinner, 
while  Mr.  Burke  immortalized  them  with  his  camera.  The  poor 
wretches  were  immensely  pleased,  and  will  no  doubt  cany  back  to 
Turkey  good  impressions  of  our  kindness  to  them  in  distant  Cabul, 
It  has  chanced  that  eince  December  last  I  have  visited  the 
city  of  Cabal  but  twice :  once  when  the  snow  was  still  lying 
on  the  ground,  and  our  engineers  were  busy  raising  new  fortifica- 
tioDB  on  the  Sherderwaza  Heights.  Od  this  occasion  I  merely 
passed  from  the  Bala  HisBar  along  the  skirts  of  the  lowest 
quarters  of  the  city,  as  the  Heights  had  to  be  scaled ;  so  that, 
in  wandering  through  the  bazaars  a  few  days  ago,  the  impres- 
sion uppermost  in  my  mind  was  the  state  of  Cabnl  immediately 
after  Mahomed  Jan's  flight.  Then  the  city  was  gloomy  and  terror- 
stricken  :  it  had  gone  hand  and  heart  with  the  ghazi-Ioj?  daring 
the  triumphant  days  of  the  siege  of  Sherpur,  and  it  dreaded  the 
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retribation  which  htrng  over  it.  The  alien  Kizilhashee  and  Hindus 
were  joyful  enongh  at  the  re'establishment  of  order ;  bat  their 
wrecked  shops  and  pillaged  houses  were  ead  relics  of  the  fanatical 
storm  which  had  passed  OTor  Cabal.  No  man  of  the  MaBsiilnmn 
popnlation  coald  foretell  what  the  pnnishment  of  the  city  would 
be,  and  the  half-deserted  bazaars  and  the  still  by^streets  were 
eloqaent  of  the  fear  which  cowed  the  anraly  popalaee.  Bat 
instead  of  bloody  reprisals  and  harsh  repteseion,  it  seemed  good 
in  the  eyes  of  our  leaders  that  gentleness  and  &ee  forgiveness 
sboold  be  the  means  ased  to  win  over  the  city ;  and  now  Cabal  is 
more  prosperous  and  peaceM  than  it  has  been  for  many  genera- 
tions. The  rnmonrs  of  new  wars  and  insidioas  intrigues,  of  Abdnr 
Bahman's  approach  &om  the  north,  and  the  gathering  of  the  tribes 
at  Ghazni,  pass  orer  the  heads  of  the  people  like  a  fitfol  wind 
over  a  lake,  stirring  the  placid  snr&ce,  but  leaving  no  lasting 
impression.  There  have  been,  since  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
long,  long  days  in  which  the  traders  and  holders  of  oontraots  from 
the  British  saw  their  coffers  filling  with  the  rupees  which  are  now 
looked  upon  in  India  as  having  "  myeterioosly  disappeared  "  &om 
die  Punjab  treasories ;  longer  weeks  wherein  everyone,  &om  Sirdar 
Wali  Mahomed  to  the  commonest  Hozara  coolie,  found  how  good 
a  paymaster  the  Sircar  is  when  his  necessity  is  argent ;  and  still 
longer  months  during  which  lakhs  of  Indian  mpees  were  melted 
down  in  the  city  mint  to  be  reissued  in  the  form  of  Gabnl  mpees 
and  spread  broadcast  over  the  land.  Cabal  has  prospered,  and 
waxed  proud ;  its  merchants  have  never  been  so  rich ;  the  common 
people  have  never  seen  such  a  steady  flow  of  money  through  the 
bazaars.  Even  the  Hindus,  who  know  something  of  our  wealth, 
are  astonished ;  they  cannot  appreciate  the  self-denial  and  honesty 
of  purpose  which  gaide  us  in  our  transactions  with  a  conquered 
race.  "Your  money  is  without  limit,"  a  Hindu  banker  said  to 
me ;  "  but  why  do  you  give  it  all  to  this  faithless  people  Qit-iman 
log)  ?  They  are  your  enemies,  they  bate  and  revile  you ;  why  not 
take  what  yon  want  ? "  Any  other  nation  making  war  would 
probably  requisition  the  country  and  forcibly  seize  supplies ;  but 
with  the  philanthropy  which  guides  our  actions,  we  pay  ten  times 
the  normal  volne  of  Uie  things  needed  for  our  aimy,  and  plume 
oorselveB  proudly  as  men  walking  opright  before  the  Lord.    To 
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enrich  distioQest  men ;  .to  give  to  ont  enemiee  that  which  they 
most  need — sterling  monej ;  to  encourage  chicanery  and  wanton 
deceit — thia  is  a  poor  r6U  to  play  when  we  come  to  Cabnl  as  an 
avenging  army;  but,  perhaps,  there  ate  "exigenciea"  which 
plead  for  all  this  weakness,  and  wiU  in  the  fature  give  a  rose- 
colonred  tinge  to  onr  balance-aheets.  Can  Cabnl  ffiil  to  he  pros- 
perons  nnder  Bnch  cosditiona  ?  can  its  citizens  not  afford  to  wear 
an  insolent  air  of  trinmph,  and  treat  snch  customers  as  appear 
among  them  with  an  easy  assumption  of  independence,  sorely 
aggravating  to  officer  and  soldier  alike  ? 

I  have  called  this  article  "Cabal  in  Prosperity,"  and  I  think 
the  title  is  jnetifiable.  We  have  worked  onr  will  in  the  Bala 
Hisear,  and  have  made  it  a  citadel  worthy  of  the  name ;  hat  in 
the  city  proper  we  have  neither  made  nor  meddled,  and  the  narrow 
Btreets,  if  cleaner,  still  retain  their  distinctive  features.  Buying 
and  selling,  money-changing  and  broking,  flourish  with  an  energy 
that  makes  no  connt  of  changing  fortunes  or  shifting  careers. 
Sirdar  Wah  Mahomed's  governorship  can  only  last  so  long  as 
British  bayonets  are  at  his  hack ;  but,  in  the  sansliine  of  our 
iavour,  he  sets  the  example  of  amassing  wealth,  and  all  his 
followers  tread  in  his  footsteps.  Sirdar  Hashim  Ehan  is  on  the 
eve  of  departure  for  Candafaar,  where  Shere  All  Ehan  has  offered 
him  asylnm.  His  departure  troubles  the  minds  of  the  citizens 
but  little,  as  the  stream  of  Indian  silver  will  not  be  diverted  by  his 
absence.  While  not  understanding  our  simplicity  in  dealing,  and 
while  looking  upon  us  as  madmen  in  the  matter  of  finance — for 
are  we  not  taunted  with  "changing  our  Bani's  head  "  by  ordering 
Indian  rupees  to  be  melted  down  and  turned  into  Cabnli  coin? — 
the  Cabulis,  with  their  keen  rapacity,  seize  every  opportuni^  of 
enriclting  themselvea.  Take  the  conversion  of  Indian  rupees  into 
local  coin :  through  our  benevolent  mode  of  action  we  have  never 
been  able  to  say  that  our  coin  shall  have  a  fixed  value,  and  a 
"  ring  "  of  scoundrels  in  Cabul  have  so  rigged  the  market,  that 
in  the  bazaars  at  the  present  time  the  two  rupees  are  constantly 
of  equal  value.  So  some  clever  financier  at  once  jumps  to  the 
conclusion  that  we  may  as  well  pay  in  Cabnli  rupees  as  io 
Indian.  Now  the  quantity  of  silver  in  100  Indian  rupees  permits 
of  127  Cabulis  being  made  therewith,  and  so  we  pour  our  braud 
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new  coins  into  the  mint  (w%«retn  t}urt  is  no  European  superviaion 
of  any  kind),  and  for  otbt;  100  sent  in  Sirdar  Wall  Mahomed 
retntna  as  120  t  Oniy  a  few  days  ago  three  lakhs  of  the  treasure 
with  Qeneral  Hills'  force  was  sent  to  Cabnl  to  be  converted 
into  local  rapees.  Is  the  reason  for  this  that  the  Logar  Tillagers 
tefaae  onr  rupees  ?  If  so,  it  would  surely  be  the  mildest  form 
of  coercion  to  force  them  to  take  payment  in  whatever  silver 
coin  we  chose.  The  profits  on  the  coining  (say  five  per  cent.)  go 
presninably  into  Wall  Mahomed's  pocket,  as  Government  is  too 
strait-laced  to  make  profit  itself;  and  yet  that  Sirdar  had  the 
cool  ef&ontery  to  reAise  to  coin  Cabnli  rupees,  when  a  lakh  was 
wanted  for  the  Logar  force,  ontil  he  first  received  Indian  rupees 
from  Sherpnr.  He  was  not  punished  for  his  insolence ;  but  as  we 
have  still  to  levy  the  fine  inflicted  upon  the  city  for  the  murder  of 
our  Envoy,  he  may  yet  be  mulcted,  say,  in  a  lakh.  Some  of  ns 
are  cnrions  to  know  when  and  how  the  said  fine  will  be  levied ; 
but,  perhaps,  we  may  be  looked  apon  as  inquisitive.*  One  thing 
is  clear :  we  shall  never  get  oar  money  back  in  the  shape  of 
Indian  mpees,  and  our  only  consolation  is  that  if  Afghanistan 
continues  to  absorb  a  few  hundred  thousand  pounds  worth  of 
silver  monthly,  the  rate  of  exchange  between  India  and  England 
must  improve. 

Having  explained  the  irritating  causes  of  the  present  prosperity 
of  Cabnl,  I  may  now  with  a  clear  conscience  describe  a  little  more 
in  detail  the  appearance  of  the  city  itself.  In  the  First  Book  of 
Kings  we  are  told  many  valuable  anecdotes  of  King  Solomon,  not 
the  least  interesting  of  which  is  the  account  of  the  payment  made 
to  Hiram,  King  of  Tyre,  who  furnished  "cedar  trees,  and  fir 
trees,  and  gold  "  to  assist  the  King  of  Israel  in  the  adornment  and 
fortification  of  Jerusalem.  This  payment  consisted  of  the  gift  of 
twenty  cities  in  the  land  of  Galilee,  cities  so  worthless  that,  when 
Hiram  saw  them,  he  said : — "  What  cities  are  these  which  thou 
hast  given  me,  my  brother  ? "  And  the  narrative  further  states 
that  "he  called  them  the  land  of  Cabul  unto  this  day."  The 
word  "  Cabnl "  onr  annotators  explain  as  signifying  "  displeasing 
or  dirty ; "  and,  strangely  enough,  the  latter  epithet  is  extremely 
applicable  to  the  modem  capital  of  Afghanistan.    The  side-streets 
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and  porlieoB,  eren  the  walla  of  many  of  the  hoaseH,  sie  filthy,  is 
the  extreme,  though  our  striot  sanitary  system  has  made  the 
bazaars  almost  as  clean  as  those  of  an  Indian  city.  Cabal  is 
not  BO  "  displeasing  "  to  the  eye  vhen  viewed  from  the  neighbour- 
ing heights,  for  the  orchards  of  Deh-i-Afghan  and  scattered  dumps 
of  trees  in  Chandanl  make  the  place  look  quite  pictnresqne. 
But  once  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  beyond  the  busy  stream  of 
life  which  pours  along  the  bazaars  and  renews  itself  every  hoar  in 
some  mysterious  way,  there  is  nothing  but  dulness  and  glo<Hn  in 
the  dead  mnd  walls  of  the  houses,  with  their  frowning  doorways 
or  dark  noisome  passages  leading  to  oi^own  dens  behind.  In 
the  bazaars  all  is  life  and  bustle.  Entering  the  city  fay  a  side-roid 
from  Sherpur,  one  sees  the  bed  of  the  Gabul  river  lying  waterless 
on  the  left,  save  for  a  few  stagnant  pools,  where  the  dbiMes  are  at 
work,  or  a  vendor  of  atchcha  salad  is  washing  a  donkey-load  of 
lettuce  preparatory  to  the  day's  business.  Over  a  bridge,  on  one 
^de  of  which  are  a  score  of  shoemakers'  stalls — there  seems  to  be 
one  shoemaker  to  every  twenty  inhabitants  in  Gabol—and  then 
into  the  narrow  Shore  Bazaar,  I  find  more  shoemakers  and  leather- 
sellers,  whose  stalls  are  oddly  mixed  up  with  those  of  fruit- 
erers, bakers,  retailers  of  ices,  and  workers  in  iron  and  copper. 
Men  on  horseback,  swaggering  sowars  of  Wali  Mahomed  or  other 
sirdars ;  Hazara  coolies  with  heavy  loads  on  their  faroad  backs ; 
idle  CabnUs;  peasants  from  the  district  with  blue  turbans; 
stalwart  mountaineers  who  look  upon  the  street  as  their  own  ;  a 
sprinkling  of  red-coated  British  soldiers,  and  sepoys  and  sowars  in 
all  stages  of  n^ligent  undress  (hut  with  rifles  or  swords  always 
ready) — all  these  elements  are  mingled  in  noisy  but  good-tempered 
confusion ;  while  at  evety  ten  yards  one's  horse  has  to  be  pulled 
on  his  haunches,  because  some  young  Cabnl  chief  is  playing  at  hide- 
and-seek  onder  his  legs.  Suddenly  a  string  of  camels,  with  loads 
of  firewood  or  heavy  merchandise,  has  to  be  passed — ^rather  a 
ticklish  business  occasionally,  as  the  dead  weight  of  the  beasta 
and  their  loads  cleaves  a  way  for  itself  r^ardlws  of  obstacles.  A 
few  white-clad  women  glide  unobtmsively  along,  their  yathmakt 
hiding  whatever  charms  they  may  possess ;  blind  beggars  and 
shrill- voiced /a&irt  obtrude  their  wants  apoD  the  stranger ;  bhisteet 
clank  their  metal  drinking  vessels,  or  ponr  oat  a  cool  drau^t 
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lioin  the  ever-ready  musaufc ,-  sal&d  veadors  pilot  their  sedate 
donkeys,  laden  with  crisp  green  food,  throngh  the  crowd ;  boys, 
with  their  trays  of  chwpaXits,  cry  out  the  goodness  of  their  rotn ; 
ft  marriage  procession,  with  tom-toms  beating  and  Inety  lungs 
pouring  forth  jabilant  songs,  comes  gaily  along,  a  closely-coTered 
stmctare,  somewhat  in  the  shape  of  a  beehive,  containing  Uie 
bride,  whose  weight  is  not  felt  by  the  shoulders  of  her  bearers, — 
this  is  the  living  mosaic  which  paves  the  bazaars.  There  is  a 
vividness  in  all  the  types  of  life,  which  is  very  striking,  from  the 
matted-haired  fakir,  who  does  not  hesitate  to  seise  a  passer-by  in 
his  repolsiYe  grip,  so  resolute  is  his  demand  for  alms,  to  the 
careless  youngster  who  leans  over  his  donkey,  idly  chewing  a 
young  onion,  which  answers  to  the  straw  of  Western  street-life. 
Aq  unveiled  woman,  wretchedly  clad,  dirty,  and  with  the  features 
of  a  Seven  Dials'  hag,  takes  a  handful  of  the  youngster's  salad 
from  his  donkey's  back ;  he  strikes  her  on  the  back  with  his  stick, 
whereupon  she  turns  round,  fiings  the  pilfered  stalks  in  his  face, 
and  abuses  him  in  choicest  Cabnli.  This  unexpected  "  knocking 
of  his  leek  about  his  pate  "  so  cows  the  boy  that  he  moves  off 
hastily,  leaving  the  harridan  in  possession  of  the  field. 

I  have  by  this  time  wandered  into  the  Char  Chowk,  or  principal 
bazaar  of  the  city,  and  here  the  crowd  is  denser,  the  stalls  more 
pretentions,  the  trade  brisker.  The  bazaar  is  in  four  lengths, 
each  roofed  over  and  solidly  built  of  masonry,  and  the  stalls  are 
nearly  all  rented  by  jewellers  and  dealers  in  silks  and  cottons. 
On  either  hand,  above  the  stalls,  richly-coloured  sil>s,  gaudy 
chintzes,  carpets,  and  caps  of  brilliant  hues  are  hung  out,  making 
a  brave  show ;  while  the  traders,  seated  cross-legged  below,  are 
aarroanded  by  their  stock,  upon  which  they  seem  to  keep  a  careless 
eye.  I  have  before  spoken  of  their  keenness  in  trade,  and  I  can 
only  add  that,  since  the  early  days  of  our  occupation  they  have 
grown  keener  and  more  rapacious,  until  to  buy  goods  direct  from 
them  is  to  court  being  cheated  in  every  way.  Still,  this  does  not 
prevent  officers  and  men  from  purchasing  Bokhara  silks  and 
varions  knick-knacks,  for  all  of  which  absurdly  high  prices  are 
given.  A  good  Patban  sepoy  is  the  best  companion  to  have  when 
baying  any  articles  at  the  stalls,  as  he  will  bully  the  shopkeeper, 
and  finally  induce  him  to  take  about  one*fourth  of  the  price  first 
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aaked.  Ab  the  day  weara  on  trade  elackens  a  little,  and  here  and  tlieis 
a  shopkeeper  pores  over  a  Persian  book,  while  his  bos  keeps  watch 
upon  the  stock-in-trade.  In  that  Bilk-merchant'e  stall,  though  it 
be  in  the  heart  of  the  bazaar,  are  three  grey-bearded  men  listening 
with  sapreme  pleaanre  to  the  excited  reader,  whom,  in  my  own 
mind,  I  believe  to  be  reading  the  aonga  of  Hafiz ;  in  the  next  stall 
a  burl;  Mussulman  lies  sleeping  on  a  pile  of  Manchester  cottons ; 
while  near  at  hand  is  a  piona  old  villain  taking  advantage  of  a  loll 
to  sabmit  hia  hoary  head  to  the  hands  of  a  barber.  A  shrill  cry 
as  of  a  child  in  pain  draws  one  farther  on  ;  it  is  nothing  seriooB  : 
another  piona  old  gentleman  is  watching  his  eon's  scalp  being 
treated  in  the  same  way  by  another  barber.  The  boy,  some  three 
or.  foar  years  old,  has  never  felt  the  razor's  edge  before,  and 
shrieks  at  every  stroke,  while  his  father  threatens  him  with  a  hnge 
stick:  the  operation  is  at  last  over,  and  the  child,  still  qaietly 
sobbing,  paases  his  hands  carefully  over  his  head  as  if  doobtfnl  of 
it  still  remaining  npon  his  shoolders.  Once  convinced  that  hia 
hair  only  has  gone  by  the  board,  he  plncks  np  coorage  and  smiles 
apologetically  npon  his  father,  who  gravely  strokes  hia  beard  in 
approval.  The  little  incident  is  only  one  of  many  which  draw 
attention,  and  one  might  easily  elaborate  such  scenes ;  bat  then 
the  charm  of  simplicity  wonld  be  destroyed.  From  the  Char 
Chowk  Bazaar  to  Chandaal  is  but  a  few  yards,  and  one  passes  on 
the  way  more  fmit-stalls,  in  which  tiers  apon  tiers  of  lettnce  flank 
the  Inscioas  heaps  of  apricots,  cherries,  peaches,  and  apples, 
which  are  now  ponring  into  Cabal  from  Koh-Daman  and  Chardeh. 
So  mach  has  been  written  aboat  the  Cabnl  fmit-stalls,  that  it 
is  necessary  to  say  the  abandanoe  of  fruit  has  not  at  all  been 
exaggerated;  the  stone  fmits  seem  jast  as  abundant  as  the 
delicions  grapes  which  we  indulged  in  so  freely  in  the  antnmn. 
The  vendors  of  ices  are  nearly  always  side  by  side  with  the  fmit- 
sellers ;  the  huge  blocks  of  snow  which  adorn  their  stalls  tempt- 
ing all  son-dried  sonls  to  cool  their  palates  with  a  little  saacer 
of  icy-cold  cream  flavoured  with  a  sprinkling  of  mashed  fmit. 
The  trade  is  brisk  in  these  ioea,  although  the  dust  coats  the 
open  trays  of  cream  until  it  turns  a  delicate  brown.  It  is  not 
pleasant  for  any  of  as  to  pause  at  the  stall,  «a  the  fanaticism  of 
these  dealers  is  proverbial.    There  is  a  story  afloat,  that  after  an 
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officer  had  eaten  va  "  ice,"  the  dealer  took  &e  saucer  and  daebed 
it  to  the  groond  aa  having  been  defiled  by  a  Kafir.  Tbeee  people 
do  not  lore  ns,  howerer  well  we  treat  them.  Chandanl  Bazaar  is 
only  a  repetition  of  the  Char-Chowk  on  a  smaller  scale,  with  more 
froit  afaops  and  a  few  fonl-smelling  bntchera'  stalls,  but  the 
traders  are  nearly  all  Hindus  and  Eizilbashes,  who,  I  mast  in 
jaatice  say,  are  jast  as  rapacions  as  the  Mahomedans.  And  so 
one  wanders  back  into  the  main  bazaar,  where  hhixUet  are 
apiinkling  the  roadway  liberally  with  water,  and  the  afternoon 
trade  ia  reviTing ;  past  the  kotwaii,  where  a  few  aepoys  of  the 
6tb  Ftinjabees  are  on  dnty ;  and  thence  oat  by  the  Peshawar  Gate, 
near  the  Bala  Hissar.  We  have  seen  Cabal  in  prosperity,  its 
people  insolent  enosgh  to  check  all  desire  to  enter  the  w^  again, 
and  on  the  ride  back  to  cantonments  we  are  lost  in  a  dreeju  of 
what  the  fntnre  will  be  of  the  city  which  we  bare  twice  ocoapied, 
and  which  has  always  cost  as  so  dear. 

The  qnestion  of  retirement  is  a  serions  one  to  many  people  in 
Cabnl  and  the  district.  The  Hindn  traders  of  the  city  will,  it  is 
believed,  migrate  almost  to  a  man,  bat  the  Eizilbashes  will  tmst 
to  their  traditional  infinence  in  Cabnl  to  poll  them  through  any 
difficulty  in  the  fiitnre.  These  two  trading  classes  have  amassed 
la^e  Bums  of  money  dnring  onr  occnpation ;  and  the  Hindn, 
weak  and  defenceless,  knows  too  well  that  a  needy  Amir  wonld 
"  borrow  "  most  of  his  gains  in  a  very  high-handed  way.  The 
Eizilbaah  is  more  independent ;  and  as,  at  a  pinch,  the  Shiabs 
can  torn  ont  6,000  fighting  men,  all  well  eqoipped,  any  Amir 
woald  hesitate  to  make  the  "  red-beads  "  bis  enemies.  Major 
Hastings  has  prepared  a  short  acconnt  of  these  aliens,  which  is 
of  some  interest  at  the  present  time,  bnt  httle  having  been  pre- 
vionsly  known  of  tbia  important  section  of  the  Cabal  popnlace. 
Elphinstone,  it  is  tme,  states  that  they  are  members  of  that 
colony  of  Turks  which  predominates  in  Persia,  and  traces  iki 
descent  from  Kijan.  To  them  was  given  the  place  of  honoar  in 
Nadir  Shah's  conqaering  army,  and  when  a  military  colony  was 
formed  in  Cabal,  their  qoarter  was  called  "  Cbandanl,"  which,  by 
interpretation,  is  "  vanguard."  Elpbinstone's  opinion  of  them 
was  tbas  expressed : — "  The  Kizilhashes  in  Afghanistan  partake 
of  the  diaracter  of  their  coantrymen  in  Persia.    They  are  lively, 
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isgenioiiB,  and  eveii  elegant  and  refined ;  bat  &lse,  desiftmng,  and 
crnel ;  rapaciona,  but  profase,  Tolnptaona,  and  fond  of  show ;  at 
once  insolent  and  aerrile,  destitote  of  all  moderation  in  prosperity 
and  of  all  pride  in  adTersity ;  brave  at  one  time  and  cowardly  at 
another,  hat  always  fond  of  glory ;  fnll  of  prejndice,  bat  afl'ecting 
to  be  liberal  and  enlightened ;  admirable  for  a  mere  acqaaintance 
(if  one  can  bear  with  their  yanity),  but  daDgeroas  for  a  cIobo  con- 
nection." They  are,  according  to  Major  Hastings,  still  distinct 
in  many  respects  from  those  arosnd  them ;  and  being  of  the  Shiah 
seotioD  of  Mahomedans,  there  is  great  religions  animosity  be- 
tween them  and  the  Afghans,  who  are  Sanis.  They  all  speak 
Persian,  bat  the  Eizilbashes  of  AoBhahr,  in  the  Chardeh  Yalley, 
and  some  of  the  older  men  among  the  Jawansher  of  Chandanl, 
still  talk  TnrM  in  the  privacy  of  their  own  families.  The  portions 
of  Cabal  city  occupied  by  the  "  red-heads  " — so  called  becanse  of 
their  distinctive  turbans  of  crimson  cloth— are  Chandanl,  imme- 
diately at  the  foot  of  the  Sherderwasa  Hill  and  Moradldiani,  look- 
ing towards  Sherpur.  In  Chardeh  their  chief  villages  are  Kann- 
chi  and  Taiba.  The  total  namber  of  families  in  and  about  Cabul 
is  8,220,  bat  these  can  famish  only  6,000  fighting  men — a  small 
proportion  compared  with  Afghan  families,  every  male  in  which 
is  a  fighting  nnit.  In  Candahar  and  Herat  tiiere  are  a  large 
namber  of  families  descended  from  Nadir  Shah's  vanguard,  and  a 
few  Eizilbashes  are  also  located  in  TurHstan.  The  Jawansher 
section,  occupying  the  greater  part  of  Chandaul,  is  the  most 
important  clan  in  Cabul,  and  has  at  the  present  moment  several 
of  its  members  holding  commands  in  the  Tarkistan  army.  Ap- 
pointments under  Government,  each  as  those  of  secretaries, 
accountants,  and  similar  grades,  are  always  largely  held  by  Kizil- 
bashes ;  while  in  years  gone  by  there  were  several  Eizilbaah  regi- 
ments in  the  regular  army.  Hussein  AH  Ehan,  of  the  Jawansher 
section,  was  once  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Ai|ghan  army,  asA 
many  others  of  the  clan  rose  to  important  commands.  The  red- 
capped  regiments  were  so  powerful  in  Ahmed  Shah's  reign,  that  to 
prevent  civil  war  in  Cabnl  that  monarch  sent  them  to  Turkisian, 
with  orders  to  conquer  Bslkh.  This  they  did  with  very  little 
trouble,  and  Ahmed  Sbah  was  then  posseesed  with  a  fear  that 
they  would  become  independent,  and   finally   prove  dangerous 
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enemieB.  At  the  ffaggestion  of  Morad  Ehan,  Popnlzai,  he  recalled 
them,  aad  assigned  to  them  permanently  the  portion  of  Cabnl 
and  Chardeh  which  the;  now  oconpj.  Moradiduini  was  called 
after  Ahmed  Shah's  adviser.  Id  Shah  Snja's  and  Shah  Znman's 
reigns  they  were  harshly  treated,  and  with  their  usual  indepen- 
dance  they  joined  Haji  Jtimal  and  Paenda  Ehan,  the  &ther 
of  the  Dost  Mahomed.  When  the  Dost  was  in  power,  he  singled 
his  allies  ont  for  many  distinctions,  the  fact  of  his  mother  being 
a  Eizilbash  lady  having,  no  doubt,  great  weight  with  him.  The 
clan  refer  to  their  treatment  by  the  Amir  ^ere  Ali  Khan  «ld 
his  son,  Yaknb,  in  anything  bat  gratefol  terms.  Both  Amirs, 
it  would  seem,  were  rather  inclined  to  tyrannise  over  the  Shiahs. 
Major  Hastings  gives  some  carefdlly-prepared  genealogioal 
tables,  showing  the  status  and  place  of  residence  of  Ihe 
chief  &mUie8,  and  concludes  his  report  by  stating  that,  though 
the  Kizilbashes  stiU  represent  a  certain  amount  of  strength  in 
Afghanistan,  their  power  is  by  no  means  so  great  as  in  fbrmer 
years. 


CHAPTEE  X5IX. 

Deportetion  of  lli«  Hiut&nfi  to  India — Hu  SjiDpatb;  with  the  Family  of  Bhera  Ali — 
Frcigrai  of  NcgotUtioiu  witb  Abdar  BaLmon— ArriTol  ol  tlie  Sritiih  Miwian  >t 
Kliaii*l«d — Probable  Fopnlnritj  of  tba  EHrdu's  Canie — BecepUon  of  the  Hiaioo — 
The  Aminhip  (omiall;  offered  to  Abdnr  Eahman — Betnm  of  Ibnhim  Khan  to 
Sharpor — Hi>  Beport — A  fioauan  Agent  in  the  Ehanabad  Camp — Tnatmont  of  our 
RnTPji  M  Priaoaer* — Photograph  of  the  Sirdar  Mnt  to  Cabul — Hia  Vaoitlation  and 
Intrignei  with  the  Tribes — Flight  ot  Siidan  Haahim  Khan  and  Abdnlla  Khan — 
Anh^  of  Afnl  Khan — Hia  favmukble  EsUmate  of  Abdnr  Kahman— Haaan 
Khan'a  Hortmenta  in  Li^BC—Caralrf  Action  at  Padkhoo  Shana  od  Jnly  lit — 
General  Falliaar'a  Baceesi — Two  Handred  Trib««men  Killed — Dii^tnlon  of  Hasan 
Khao'i  Poivo. 

The  following  letters,  written  in  May,  Jane,  and  July,  will  explain 
the  prc^eas  of  onr  negotiations  with  Sirdar  Abdnr  Babman  whidi 
erentnally  led  to  bis  aHsumption  of  the  Amirship  : — 

26tft  May,  1880. 
Yet  another  minister  of  Yakub  Ehan's  has  been  deported  to 
India.    The  Mustaufi,  Habibulla  Ehan,  has  broken  down  in  his 
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profeflsioiis  of  &ithfulaeBB  to  the  British,  uid  on  the  morning  of 
May  20th  he  left  Gabnl  in  »  ^laolie,  under  an  eacort  furnished  bj 
the  9th  Lancers,  which  acoompanied  him  as  far  ae  Bntkhak.  Here 
two  companies  of  the  67th  Foot  were  in  readiness  to  escort  him  to 
Luttabund.  They  had  been  sent  out  on  the  preTious  afternoon, 
their  sudden  march  giving  rise  to  mmonrs  of  an  impending  attack 
apoD  our  communications,  a  rumour  strengtheued  b;  the  9th 
Lancers  standing  to  their  horses  the  whole  afternoon,  as  if  read; 
for  a  gallop  out.  What  may  have  been  the  Mustaufi's  crime  I 
ooD  only  conjectnre :  officially  we  are  told  that  "  he  was  summoned 
to  Sherpnr,  and  after  a  long  investigation  was  fonnd  guilty  of  con- 
apiring  against  the  British,  and  was  at  once  put  under  arrest." 
Camp  gossip  runs  that  letters  were  interceptod,  bearing  his  sign 
manual,  inciting  the  chiefs  to  rise  again,  and  that  these  were  pro- 
daced  before  Wali  Mahomed  and  other  sirdars,  who  swore  to  the 
genuineness  of  the  signature.  The  old  man  when  found  oat  took 
the  mattor  quito  calmly,  and  when  told  that  he  would  be  sent  at 
once  to  India  rather  welcomed  the  idea,  saying  he  could  go  on  a 
pilgrimage  to  Mecca  and  afterwards  visit  England.  The  MastauG 
seems  to  have  recognized  the  simple  fact  that  we  are  bent  upon 
making  Abdnr  Bahman  Amir,  and  this  he  regards  as  a  breach  of 
faith,  as  nothing  was  said  of  our  intention  when  he  was  striving  so 
hard  to  bring  the  Qhazni  malcontents  to  Sherpur.  He  knew  Uiat 
he  could  not  hope  for  power  under  Abdnr  Bahman — his  partisan- 
ship  for  Bhere  Aii'a  family  was  too  notorioos — and  hence  in  his 
ex^mity  he  resorted  to  fresh  intrigues  to  delay  or  pnt  altogether 
ont  of  the  question  Abdur  Bahman's  visit  to  the  British  camp. 
He  has  been  detected,  and  as  Abdur  Bahman's  path  must  be 
cleared  of  every  obstacle,  Habibolla  Khan  has  been  sununarily 
sent  to  ibidia. 

Contrary  opinions  as  to  the  final  result  of  our  mission  to  Abdnr 
Bahman  are  still  afloat  both  in  our  camp  and  in  the  Cabal  bazaars ; 
bat  so  far  eveiything  that  the  most  sanguine  could  have  hoped  for 
in  the  direction  of  an  tnUnU  cordtale  being  established  between 
the  Pretender  and  the  British  Government  has  happily  come  to 
pass.  Our  Mission  has  reached  its  destination  in  safety,  has  been 
honourably  and  even  e^sively  received,  and  we  are  on  Uie  ove  of 
receiving  an  answer  from  the  Sirdar  himself  regarding  the  pro- 
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poeals  we  have  made  to  him.  And  yet  there  is  a  large  paH^  in  the 
city  who  still  persist  in  propheeying  that  Abdnr  Rahman  will  oerer 
visit  Oahnl  so  long  as  the  Britfah  force  occupies  the  city.  Their 
reasons  are  disjointed  and  somewhat  irrational,  bat  they  are  re- 
peated with  Bnch  persistent  head-shaking  and  beard-wagging  that, 
in  spite  of  one's  own  better  belief,  it  is  difficult  at  times  to  avoid 
thinking  as  these  birds  of  ill  omen  think.  Not  that  they  deny 
either  the  Sirdar's  anxiety  or  determination  to  be  Amir  (this  they 
admit  most  unequivocally),  but  they  argue  that  he  is  too  wise  to 
ruin  himself  in  the  eye  of  the  nation  by  accepting  the  Amirship 
from  the  hands  of  a  British  General.  When  they  are  reminded 
that  the  British  are  just  as  determined  that  the  new  Amir  shall  be 
simply  and  solely  their  nominee,  as  their  work  would  be  incom- 
plete if  they  left  the  throne  to  be  filled  by  any  candidate  who  might 
get  a  party  together,  they  cry  back  on  their  lines  of  argoment,  and 
insist  that  Abdar  Rahman  vnS,  be  Amir,  hnt  by  virtue  of  his  own 
popularity  and  prowess,  and  not  as  a  man  accepting  a  boon  from  a 
conquering  army.  When  it  comes  to  the  finer  details  of  ways 
and  means,  the  prophets  can  only  take  refhge  in  vague  hints  and 
inane  mumblings  which  woold  have  shamed  even  the  vilest  impos- 
tor in  the  old  days,  when  prophecy  had  some  points  to  recommend 
it  to  the  erednlous.  Perhaps  the  explanation  is  that  Abdni  Rah- 
man has  not  in  Cabnl  itself  a  faction  worthy  of  the  name.  His 
prestige  lies  not  so  much  in  the  sympathy  of  the  citizens  as  in  the 
snpport  the  hardier  tribesmen  are  willing  to  give  him  as  a  soldier 
and  a  ruler.  There  is  something  in  his  success  in  Eastern  Tnrkis- 
tan  which  has  drawn  the  independent  and  reckless  spirits  of 
Kohistan,  Koh-Daman,  and  Logar  to  him  :  it  may  be  the  boldness 
with  which  he  has  declared  himself  claimant  to  the  throne,  or  that 
his  old  &me  as  a  successful  general  still  hves  in  the  hearts  of  the 
people.  Every  man  bom  in  Afghanistan  is  bom  to  a  soldier's  life, 
not  the  life  of  camps  and  campaigns  so  mnch  as  the  constant 
atruggle  of  intertribal  war&re,  or  time-honoured  family  feuds. 
Every  man's  hand  is  fomiliar  with  the  use  of  jhezail  or  rifle, 
tulwar  or  knife,  and  a  saccesafal  leader  is  for  more  honoured  and 
more  ^utUoUy  followed  than  a  chief  who  lives  by  intrigue  and  begs 
his  way  to  power  by  lavish  bribery.  Abdar  Rahman  ruled  in 
Cabal,  after  Dost  Mahomed's  death  and  Shore  AU's  asorpatiou,  by 
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mere  force  of  BncoeaB  in  anuB.  He  placed  his  &ther  apon  the 
throne  in  defiance  of  Shere  Ali,  who  was  never  a  mateh  for  him 
in  the  field,  even  though  backed  b;  the  support  of  the  Indian 
Qorermnent.  Shere  Ali  won  Cabal  finally  in  the  absence  of  hia 
young  rival  in  TarMstan.  In  an  instant  his  soccess  was  magni- 
fied, he  became  the  sacceesfal  warrior,  and  his  power  was  assnred. 
Abdnr  Rahman  sank  oat  of  sight.  Later,  Yaknb  Ehan  blaied 
into  power,  a  bold  leader  of  armies,  full  of  yigorons  life.  Hov 
sacceas  bred  sncceSB  in  hia  case  nntil  Herat  and  TnrkiBtan  were 
practically  lost  to  his  father,  contemporary  history  shows ;  and  only 
when  he  sank  the  soldier  in  the  son,  and  trnsted  in  his  father's 
rotten  honour,  did  his  career  come  to  an  end.  Yaknb,  free  and 
holding  his  own  proudly  in  Herat,  was  a  figure  to  draw  men's  ad- 
miration and  support :  Yaknb,  a  prisoner  in  the  Bala  Hissar,  was 
a  hllen  star  which  could  no  longer  dazEle  men's  eyes.  So  it  has 
been  with  Abdur  Bahman  Ehan.  In  January  1869  he  crossed  the 
OxQB  a  fugitive,  and  since  that  eventful  year  he  has  been  nothing 
but  a  lay  figure  in  Afghan  politics.  Now  he  is  once  more  clearly 
outlined  before  the  people,  who  have  been  bitterly  humiliated  by 
our  armies  since  the  murder  of  our  Envoy  in  the  Bala  Hissar. 

They  may  at  first  have  looked  to  the  grandson  of  the  Dost  to 
avenge  their  humiliations  by  force  of  arms ;  but  the  fidl  of  Ohasni 
and  the  appearance  of  another  7,000  men  to  swell  our  nambets  in 
Cabnl  and  the  Logsr  Valley  have  dashed  their  hopes  once  and  for 
all.  Now  they  turn  their  eyes  northward,  mayhap  their  feet  also, 
and  await  the  sign  that  will  free  them  from  tiie  presence  of  the 
Kafir  armies.  So  it  ia  that  Abdur  Rahman  seems  to  them  a  hero, 
a  deliverer;  they  are  lifted  beyond  the  petty  intrigues  of  the 
Barakzai  sirdars  in  Cabul,  the  deep  plotting  of  the  Mastaafi,  01 
the  empty  bombast  of  Mahomed  Jan.  Even  Mashk-i-A!am,  the 
arch-priest  of  discontent,  is  ailent  for  a  while :  there  are  no  sew 
appeals  to  their  fanaticism,  and  not  1,000  men  are  nnder  arms  in 
districts  which  have  been  seething  with  revolt  for  months.  Logar, 
Kohistan,  Wardak,  are  no  longer  names  to  conjure  with.  Maho- 
med Jan  even  has  drifted  into  Eharwar  and  Zurmnt,  whose  widely- 
armed  tribes  aro  held  in  contempt  by  the  better  trained  forces  of 
the  provinces  about  Cabul,  the  male  population  of  which  has 
been  leavened  with  sepoys  carrying  firearms  equal  in  part  to 
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otu  own.  Thfi  NorUiAni  Qhilzais  are  for  a  momfint  sobered 
by  the  reflecUoQ  that  AfghanietaD  is  likely  to  be  rid  of  a  foteign 
army  Booner  by  the  advent  of  the  Sirdar  now  in  Khanabad  than 
by  liBteniog  to  suggestions  of  renewed  outbreaks  and  caaseleBS 
banyiQg  of  our  posts  in  the  Pasees.  Tme,  faotious  moo^iAli*,  like 
£halU  and  Fakir,  are  stirring  ap  disaffection  abont  Jellalabad ; 
bnt  that  distriot  is  somewhat  removed  from  the  direct  effect  of  the 
infinences  at  work  aboat  Cabal,  and  we  can  afford  to  disregard 
each  petty  ontbreaks  which  only  give  as  a  better  chance  of  show- 
ing oar  power  to  strike  in  all  directions.  The  little  actions  which 
have  lately  been  fon^t  in  Beshnd  and  the  Shinwari  conntry  will 
bear  their  own  frait ;  every  additional  tower  destroyed  is  another 
mark  of  oar  oarrent  supremacy,  another  warning  that  our  for- 
bearance has  limits — wide  though  they  be.  Even  the  towers 
of  Padshah  Khan — ally,  enemy,  friend,  traitor,  alternately — are  at 
last  in  rains,  and  his  crops  may  yet  be  reaped  by  onr  soldiers.  On 
the  one  hand,  we  proffer  honest  negotiation  leading  to  a  stable 
settlement ;  on  the  other,  we  are  firm  to  ponish  the  restless  ani- 
mosity which  seeks  to  force  as  oat  of  the  ooantry  by  incessaBt 
annoyance  and  harassing  intrigae. 

Perhaps  the  reasoning  which  I  have  mentioned  as  being  in 
TOgne  in  Cabal  as  to  the  probable  failure  of  any  negotiations  with 
Sirdar  Abdur  K&hman  may  be  due  to  the  efforts  of  the  Cabul 
Bordars,  who  dread  the  coming  of  oar  nominee  more  than  they 
loathe  oar  own  domination  over  the  city.  Ambition  is  not  a  passion 
easily  foregone,  and  both  Wali  Mahomed  and  Hasbim  Ehan  know 
that  the  dreams  once  indulged  in  of  power  and  pre-eminence  in 
Afj^ianistan  are  now  at  an  end.  The  offer  of  the  Amirehip  has 
been  formally  made  to  their  rival :  his  claims  have  thus  been 
declared  pre-eminent,  and  minor  pretenders  are  cast  oat  into  the 
ntter  darkness  of  neglect  and  contempt.  The  sirdars  know  they 
have  nothing  to  expect  at  the  hands  of  Mahomed  Afzul's  son 
except  contumely  or  even  worse ;  his  years  of  exile  have  hnng 
heavily  npon  him ;  and  Shere  Ali's  family  and  partisans  are  in 
his  black  list.  Fetrovsky,  the  Bussian  vrriter,  who  saw  so  much 
of  the  Sirdar  and  professed  to  know  him  very  intimately,  wrote, 
"  To  get  sqnare  some  dayvrith  the  English  and  Shere  Ali  was 
Abdnr  Babman's  most  cherished  thouf^t,  his  dominant,  never- 
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falling  passion."  No  doubt  FetroTskj believed  the  hatred  towBrds 
the  English  was  eqaal  to  that  against  Shere  AH ;  bot  time  and 
eveatB  have  modified  the  former,  particularly  as  the  English  an 
masterB  of  the  situation,  while  it  is  probable  the  feeling  of  re- 
vengeagainst  Shere  AH'b  EunilyiB  atill  sb  lireljaB  ever.  It  there- 
fore behovea  Haehim  Khan,  who,  b;  hie  marriage  with  Abdolla 
Jan's  sister,  became  one  of  the  family,  to  exert  himself  to 
prevent  the  Sirdar  becoming  Amir;  and  this  he  is  doing  by 
intrigneB  which  have,  Inckily,  as  yet  borne  bnt  little  frnit.  Know- 
ing his  own  chance  has  disappeared,  he  thinks  to  make  Ayab 
Eban  a  powerfal  claimant  through  the  latter's  position  in  Hei«t. 
Hasbim,  it  is  believed,  has  also  made  attempts  to  seduce  the 
Eobistanis  from  Abdur  Bahman's  caase,  and  how  much  fnrtfaer 
bis  intrigues  may  go  we  cannot  at  all  estimate.  Probably  he  has 
sown  distruBt,  by  means  of  agents,  in  the  mind  of  Abdnr  Bahman 
himself,  warning  him  that  the  British  only  wish  to  get  possession 
of  bis  person  with  a  view  to  sending  him  a  prisoner  to  India. 

From  whatever  cause  it  may  be,  the  fact  is  clear  that  Abdur 
Bahman  is  somewhat  distrustful  of  our  overtures,  though  welcom- 
ing them  warmly  as  becomes  a  pretender  who  suddenly  finds  him- 
self  first  in  the  running  for  a  throne.  The  news  which  has 
reached  Gabul  of  the  progress  of  our  Mission  is  highly  important; 
and  although  official  reticence  is  great,  the  messengers  and  others 
who  have  arrived  from  Ehanabad  a|few  days  ago  have  spread  pretty 
trustworthy  reports  of  what  has  really  occurred.  The  little  party 
which  lefb  Sherpur  on  May  8rd  passed  through  Kohistan  nnmo- 
leeted,  and  after  trying  a  joamey  through  the  Sir-i-Lang  Pass,  in 
parts  of  which  the  snow  was  still  lying,  they  found  themselves 
beyond  the  Hindu  Ensh  and  well  on  their  way  to  Eundaz.  For 
a  day  they  were  delayed  by  stress  of  weather,  but  afterwards  their 
journey  was  unbroken,  Ghori  being  reached,  and  finally  Kondnz, 
about  the  14th  or  15tb  of  May.  They  had  been  joined  by  nam* 
bers  of  men  from  Kohistan  anxious  to  pay  tbeir  respects  to  the 
Sirdar,  and  they  seem  never  to  have  been  in  any  danger  from 
marauding  bands  which  are  known  to  infest  the  country.  Abdnr 
Bahman  sent  a  troop  of  cavalry  to  escort  them  to  Ehanabad,  and 
on  their  arrival  every  honoar  dne  to  the  Ambassadors  of  the 
British  Government  was  paid  to  them.     A  tent  near  the  Sirdar's 
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own  w&B  placed  at  their  serrice,  and  they  were  treated  throagh- 
ont  with  great  courtesy,  tiiongh  always  striotly  guarded.  Then 
began  their  real  work,  the  oBual  pnblic  and  private  interriewB, 
BO  mnch  in  vogne  in  the  East,  taking  place  daily.  Finally,  in 
a  great  Dnrbar,  the  letter  from  the  British  was  presented  to  the 
Sirdar,  and  the  contents  were  read  oat.  My  information  goes  so 
far  in  regard  to  the  letter  that  I  am  justified  in  stating  its 
purport  to  have  been  an  unfettered  offer  of  the  Amirship  to  Abdnr 
Sahman  Ehan.  Whether  Herat  and  Gandahar  were  specified  as 
being  detached  team,  the  Dnrani  kingdom,  I  cannot  say ;  bnt  most 
probably  they  were,  perhaps  with  the  a^r-tdea  of  gracefully  yield- 
ing Herat  to  the  Amir,  and  so  giving  the  appearance  of  concession 
on  oar  part.  Bat  for  official  secrecy,  this  point  oonid  be  at  once 
cleared  up ;  but  the  Qovemment  of  India  are  the  best  judges  of 
what  shoald  be  made  known  on  their  part,  and  nnlil  they  contra- 
dict the  belief  here  that  Herat  is  to  be  independent,  we  mast  go 
OD  believing  that  the  proposal  to  the  Sirdar  ie  that  he  may  become 
Amir  of  Eastern  and  Northern  Afghanistan,  Tnrkistan  and 
Badakshan,  leaving  Candahar  in  our  possession,  while  Herat  is 
to  be  "  independent," — though  in  whose  chai^  ia  not  very  clear. 
The  effect  npon  Abdnr  Rahman  of  Mr.  Lep^  Griffin's  letter  ia 
described  as  one  of  great  satisfaction  and  even  joy ;  he  caused 
alms  to  be  distributed  among  the  poor,  and  generally  rejoiced  at 
the  new  prospect  opened  out  to  him.  But  he  is  a  cautious  and 
sagacions  man,  and  after  eleven  years'  waiting  is  not  foolish 
enough  to  mar  his  ehance  by  unseemly  haste.  For  himself  he 
declares  that  the  offer  is  most  tempting  and  highly  pleasing ;  bat, 
that  his  power  as  Amir  may  be  usqueBtioned,  he  desires  to  have 
the  opinion  of  all  the  ohiefB  of  the  country  who  shall  share  with 
him  ^e  responsibility  of  forming  a  new  Oovemment.  Thus  he 
does  not  hasten  to  leave  Khanabad,  to  rush  to  Sherpcr,  assame 
power,  and  trust  to  his  own  persoDal  energy  to  retun  it;  he 
methodically  takes  the  best  coarse  to  secure  popular  election ; 
and  until  he  has  gained  the  ear  of  the  people,  he  will  not  leave 
the  Kattagan  country,  where  his  camp  is  now  pitched.  That 
distrust,  which  is  so  essentially  a  part  of  the  Afghan  character,  is 
also  at  work  in  his  mind,  as  his  good  fortune  seems  almost  too 
sudden  and  too  unqualified  not  to  have  hidden  beneath  it  some 
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Binister  meaning ;  and  tintil  be  ia  coniineed  of  the  ooDtnry,  and 
thoroagbly  reasHored,  ha  is  not  like);  to  cross  tbe  Hinda  Knsh. 
He  ia  sending  bis  formal  anawer  by  one  of  the  members  of  the 
Mission ;  and  opon  its  arrival  we  shall,  of  coarse,  have  to  take 
steps  to  sweep  all  distrost  from  the  Sirdar's  mind  and  conviuoe 
him  of  the  honesty  of  oar  intentiona.  This  will  not  be  diMonlt, 
and  then  the  negotiations  will  ciystallize  into  tangible  shape,  and 
we  may,  at  last,  see  oar  way  to  noravel  the  Afghan  tangle  which 
has  ao  long  irritated  and  perplexed  as.  The  first  signB  of  the 
new  order  of  things  is  that  a  loan  of  a  lakh  of  mpees  has  been 
advanced  to  the  Sirdar  by  the  Hindns  and  ryota  of  Kohistan,  who 
are  astute  enongh  to  -see  that  the  British  are  the  real  saretiea  for 
repayment,  as  Abdnr  Bahman  mast  receiTe  thur  snpport  if  he  is 
to  hold  his  own,  in  the  fntnre,  in  Cabal. 

4tA  June. 
Sirdar  Ibrahim  Ehan,  one  of  the  members  of  oar  Mission  to 
Abdnr  Bahman  Khan,  baa  retnmed  to  Cabnl,  and  has  proved 
the  possibility  of  oommnnicating  direct  with  the  Pretender.  But 
still  we  seem  no  nearer  a  settlement  than  before  the  Mission 
started  ;  for  the  Sirdar,  acting,  perhaps,  at  the  instigatioD  of  the 
native  Russian  agent,  said  to  be  in  his  camp,  ia  serendy  inde- 
pendent in  his  attitude,  and  has  given  no  promise  whatever  on  any 
specific  pointa  connected  with  the  Ajnirehip.  He  seema  to  be 
folly  aware  of  onr  awkward  position  in  the  conntry,  and  ia  not 
nt  all  ansions  to  aid  us  in  extricating  ourselves.  Onr  miUtary 
supremacy  he  does  not  donbt,  bat  Ihe  political  dead-lock,  he 
knows,  has  nonplussed  us  ;  and  secure  in  his  retreat  beyond  the 
Hindu  Kush,  he  ia  working  rather  to  make  the  British,  and  not 
himself,  the  grateful  party  in  the  onrrent  negotiations.  What 
the  statas  of  the  native  representing  Bassia  at  Xhanabad  maybe, 
I  have  but  limited  means  of  knowing;  but  if  native  report  is  to 
be  trusted, — and  it  is  all  I  have  to  rely  npon, — Abdnr  Ibhman  is 
being  guided  entirely  by  this  man's  advice.  The  result  is  that 
any  speedy  settlement  is  out  of  the  question,  for  the  crooked  ways 
of  Russian  diplomacy  are  difficult  to  follow ;  and  what  the  Sir^ 
may  be  egged  on  yet  to  demand,  even  the  greatest  diplomat  in 
Sherpnr  or  Simla  cannot  oonjectaie.     Ibrahim  Khan,  it  is  true, 
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brought  with  him  a  letter  from  Abdnr  Bahmon,  which  was  couched 
in  cordial  terms.  Bat  beyosd  cordiality,  which  oosts  nothing 
among  Eastern  natioiw,  the  letter  contains  little  of  valne. 
The  Sirdar,  like  a  precocions  child,  "wants  to  know  too  macb." 
There  is  no  spontaneoas  oatborst  of  gratitnde,  no  eager  acceptance 
of  oar  offer  of  the  Amirship ;  bat,  on  the  contrary,  a  cod,  self- 
poBsessed  tone  of  inquiry  as  if  the  writer  felt  himself  master  of 
the  situation,  and  meant  to  dictate  his  own  terms.  This  is  the 
more  anfortnnate,  because  there  is  no  longer  a  strong  power  to 
back  oar  efforts  to  settle  the  question  with  the  high  hand  of  con- 
qnerora.  The  change  of  &ont  in  English  politics  has  reacted 
npon  us  here  with  tremendons  effect,  and  we  are  appearing  in  the 
eyes  of  the  people  rather  as  suppliants  than  dictators  to  Abdnr 
Bahman.  Perhaps  the  Sirdar  himself  is  of  much  the  same 
opinion,  but  he  may  find  himself  wofnlly  mistaken  in  a  few  weeks. 
We  shall  not  yield  on  every  point  he  raises ;  simply  because  we 
have  other  cards  to  play.  This  he  will  soon  be  made  to  under- 
stand ;  and  be  mast  then  choose  once  for  all.  He  is  trying  our 
pstieuoe  a  good  deal  now ;  but  there  are  limits  to  our  forbearance, 
and  these  limits  are  not  far  distant. 

Cabnl  has,  indeed,  proved  a  white  elephant  which  we  caanot 
afford  to  feed.  We  are  so  anxious  to  get  rid  of  the  beast  at  any 
price,  that  we  are  thrusting  it  as  a  gift  upon  a  man  who  looks 
upon  it  as  his  lawful  property,  which  we  have  seriously  ii^'ured 
while  holding  it  tethered  in  onr  midst.  The  independent  spirit 
shown  by  the  Sirdar,  whether  real  or  affected,  cannot  bnt  have  a 
bad  effect  upon  the  tribal  chiefs ;  and  if  we  allow  the  negotiations 
to  "drag"  inuch  longer,  serious  mischief  may  follow.  The 
natural  restlessness  of  the  Afghans  will  not  permit  them  to  watch 
and  wait  for  months ;  aod  already  there  are  signs  of  a  turbalent 
spirit  manifesting  itself.  A  large  body  of  fanatical  Safis  have 
passed  from  Tagso  into  Eohistan,  and  onr  only  means  of  counter- 
acting tbejeJW  they  are  said  to  be  raising  has  been  to  dismiss 
the  Ghilzai  and  Kohistani  deputations  hitherto  waiting  in  Cabnl. 
The  •maXika  have  accordingly  been  sent  to  their  homes,  and  it  is 
hoped  their  efforts  to  maintain  peace  will  be  successful.  To  send 
a  division  now  into  Kofaistan  would  be  to  cause  greater  distrust  in 
TurHstan  ^an  already  exists,  and  if  our  negotiations  are  to  come 
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to  any  satisfactor;  point,  this  distrust  maat  not  be  excited.  I 
have  learnt  &om  Sirdar  Ibrahim  Eb&n,  that  while  oar  Mission 
was  hoDOorably  receiTed  at  Khanabad,  Sird&r  Abdor  Bahzoftn  was 
so  mistnistlal,  either  of  hie  own  power,  or  of  his  followers'  fanati- 
cism, that  be  had  practically  to  treat  onr  representatives  as  pri- 
soners. Sirdar  Wazirzada  Afznl  Kban,  Ibrahim  Khan,  and  Sher 
Mahomed  Khan  were  lodged  in  a  large  tent  adjoining  the  Sirdar's, 
as  I  mentioned  in  a  previons  letter,  and  a  strong  gou^  sorronnded 
both.  The  members  of  the  Mssion  were  unable  to  moTo  abont 
of  their  own  free-will,  and  they  had  hot  little,  if  any,  oppor- 
tunity of  consulting  together.  Abdnr  Babman  can  scarcely  be 
blamed  for  these  precautions,  as,  in  case  of  insult  or  violence  being 
offered  to  the  Sirdars,  he  would  have  been  held  personally  respon- 
sible for  the  breach  of  hospitality.  He  does  not  seem  to  have  had 
any  very  large  body  of  troops  with  him,  the  want  of  money,  of 
course,  hindering  him  in  his  efforts  to  collect  the  army  of  Tnrldstan 
abont  him.  Sirdar  Ibrahim  Khan  describes  him  as  by  far  the 
most  civilized,  intelligent,  and  able  Afghan  he  has  ever  met ;  and 
though  the  knowledge  has  been  gained  in  a  short  intercourse,  it  is 
valuable  as  bearing  oat  the  opinions  of  Schuyler,  Fetrovakj,  and 
other  writers,  who  saw  the  man  under  the  unfavourable  conditions 
of  exile  and  despondency.  During  his  residence  in  Tuhkend, 
Abdur  Bahman  has  kept  himself  well  informed  on  general  Aaiatio 
politics ;  and  this  knowledge  he  is  now  applying,  to  the  best  of 
bis  ability,  in  his  negotiations  with  the  Briti^. 

Ibrahim  Khan  saw  a  number  of  photographs  of  the  Sirdar  on 
his  tent,  and  one  of  these  was  presented  to  him  on  his  expressing 
a  desire  to  carry  back  a  copy  with  him.  The  portrait  is  by  a  pho- 
tographer of  Tashkend,  and  shows  a  man  of  about  forty  years  of 
age,  broad-Bhonldered  and  stoutly  built,  with  a  face  expressing 
rather  stolid  self-possession  than  striking  intelligence.  -  A  huge 
black  beard  covers  the  lower  half  of  the  face,  but  cannot  hide  the 
thick  sensual  lips,  which  contrast  greatly  with  the  broad  forehead 
and  stubborn  eyes.  The  Sirdar  is  in  uniform  of  Western  cut,  and 
wears  a  curved  sword  of  the  kind  afTectod  by  Afghan  nobles.  The 
face  shows  no  marks  of  trouble  or  anxiety,  and  has  not  that 
bararaed  look  which  was  so  characteristic  of  Shere  Ali  and  Yaknb 
Khan.    Abdur  Bahman  is  a  "  well-preserved  "  man,  and,  if  report 
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speakB  trolj,  b&s  still  left  to  him  the  energy  and  Etmbition  which 
made  him  bo  daogerons  an  enemy  of  Shere  Ali  twelro  years  ago. 

Sirdar  Ibrahim  Khan  will  retnm  to  Ehanahad  in  a  few  days, 
carrying  back  with  him  fall  explanations  of  our  policy ;  and  these 
once  given,  Abdor  Bahman  will  be  practically  in  the  position  of 
having  received  an  nltimatnm.  The  local  BirdaxB  persist  in  saying 
that  he  wiU  never  come  in ;  bnt  the  last  news  from  the  North  is 
that  the  Sirdar  is  estshlishing  posts  between  Khanahad  and 
Charikar,  thus  seonring  rapid  and  safe  communication  with 
Kohistan  and  Cabal.  As  he  has  no  army  worthy  of  the  name, 
this  step  can  be  scarcely  a  preparation  for  a  hostile  advance,  bat 
looks  more  as  if  he  were  making  bis  own  passage  to  Sherpar 
secore  when  the  time  comes  for  his  joamey  to  oar  camp. 


2nd  July. 
One  might  well  apply  the  words  of  the  Jewish  proverb-monger 
to  Sirdar  Abdar  Rahman  Khan  :  ' '  The  prince  that  wanteth  under- 
standing is  a  great  oppressor."  The  people  of  Afghanistan  are 
now  oppressed  with  the  bnrden  of  a  Kafir  occupation,  hecaase  the 
prince  to  whom  we  have  appealed  to  take  the  gOTerament  of  the 
country  off  oar  hands  lacks  nnderstanding.  He  is  conning  and 
caatioas  to  a  tanlt,  bnt  he  is  in  close  danger  of  over-reaohing 
himself.  We  have  so  far  lowered  oar  pride  as  to  treat  with  Abdnr 
Babman  in  order  to  secure  peace  for  Afghanistan,  and  now  we 
are  in  the  awkward  position  of  finding  our  words  twisted,  their 
meaning  perverted,  and  the  Pretender  posing  before  the  nation  as 
a  patriot  of  the  first  water.  During  the  past  three  months  Mr. 
Lepel  GriJfin,  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  Gkivemment  of  Lidia, 
has  been  striving  to  place  himself  thoroughly  en  rapport  with 
the  Sirdar,  who  seemed  at  last  to  be  quite  earnest  in  his  expressed 
wish  to  become  and  remain  on  friendly  terms  with  us.  There 
was,  however,  each  hesitation  in  all  bis  actions,  and  so  strong  a 
current  of  vacillation  in  his  replies,  that  in  sheer  self-defence  we 
had  to  pin  him  down  to  certain  definite  conditions,  which  he  could 
either  accept  or  reject  as  his  inclination  dictated.  An  ultimatum, 
really,  was  sent  to  bim,  though  we  have  avoided  using  the  term 
under  the  peculiar  cironmBtances  in  which  we  were  placed — viz., 
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that  of  being  in  poBBeBsioo  of  a  kingdoib  which  oar  ftnoioB 
coDid  eaeil;  retain,  but  which  we  were  most  anxions  to  leave  at 
the  earUest  moment.  In  this  state  doooment  the  Indian  GoTorn- 
m^t  stated  clearly  and  distinctly  that  the  Sirdar  would  be 
welcomed  as  Amir  of  AfghaniBtan,  and  conld  rely  apon  onr  future 
conntenance  and  sapport  so  long  as  he  remained  faithful  to  his 
engagements  with  us,  hvX  that  Candidiar  and  the  Knrram  Valley 
coold  not  be  surrendered  to  him,  aa  their  fate  had  once  for  all 
been  settled.  So  distinctly  was  the  Istter  part  of  the  proposed 
settlement  laid  down,  that  it  was  added  "  No  discussion  is  posdhle 
on  this  subject."  Nothing  could  have  been  more  simple  than 
this :  Abdar  Bahman  could  by  a  word  become  Amir  of  Af^ian- 
istan  less  Candahar  and  Eurram ;  he  had  bat  to  say  "  I  accept," 
and  the  matter  was  at  an  end.  But  his  perversity  is  so  great, 
that  he  has  chosen  to  coDstrae  our  terms  into  an  offer  of  a  anited 
A^hanistan,  such  as  his  grand&ther  the  Dost  ruled  over,  and 
with  calm  assuraDce  to  say  that  he  accepts  such  offer.  Thia 
dishonesty  of  purpose  has  been  pushed  to  suoh  extremes  that  he 
has  sent  circulars  4o  all  the  tribes,  proclaimii^  with  more  or  less 
insolent  triumph  that  the  British  have  given  him  the  Amirship 
of  the  whole  country,  and  that  he  will  shortly  arrive  among  them 
to  take  up  the  reins  of  power.  What  sinister  motive  may  have 
prompted  such  a  course  we  cannot  imagine,  unless  it  be  that  the 
Birdar  wishes  to  assume  the  rSk  of  a  great  patriotic  leader,  to 
accuse  us  of  treachery  in  onr  negotiations,  and  thus  to  unite  all 
parties  in  a  supreme  effort  to  force  ns  out  of  the  country.  It  may 
be  urged  with  equal  consistency  that  he  wishes  the  people  to 
believe  he  is  no  friend  of  the  British,  and  that  he  only  accepted 
oar  real  terms  after  holding  out  for  the  restitution  of  territory 
acquired  by  us  daring  the  campaign.  The  effect  of  his  extraor- 
dinary action  upon  the  people  has  been  a  very  unhealthy  one : 
they  cannot  believe,  in  the  fiuie  of  our  protestations,  that  we  have 
incladed  Candahar  and  Karram  in  the  terms  of  the  settlement, 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  they  are  in  a  feverish  state  of  expectancy 
as  to  whether  the  Pretender  will  insist  npon  such  districts  being 
surrendered  to  him — ^which  would  mean  a  revival  of  the  war — or 
whether  he  will,  under  protest,  take  Afghanistan  shorn  of  two  of 
its  ptorinces.    Take  Hasbim  Khan's  case :  he  was  about  to  leave 
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for  GaDdahaT,  which  place,  nnder  cat  protection,  would  ha?e  proved 
a  safe  aaylnm  for  bim,  even  if  his  sworn  enemy,  Abdnr  Bahman, 
were  ruler  of  Cabal.  Bat  no  sooner  did  be  see  the  Pretender's 
cironlar  stating  that  Candahar  was  to  revert  to  the  new  Amir,  than 
he  hastened  to  prepare  for  flight,  snspecting  as  of  having  treacher* 
onsl;  deceived  him  regarding  the  sonthem  province.  The  circular 
was  received  in  Cabal  fifteen  hoars  before  Abdar  Eahman's  answer 
reached  Mr.  Lepel  Griffin,  and  Hashim  Ehan  made  an  effort  to  see 
the  Chief  Political  Officer  to'gain  knowledge,  once  for  all,  of  the 
troth  of  the  Pretender's  assertions.  Unluckily,  Hashim  Ehan 
coold  not  see  Mr.  Griffin  at  once,  and  refasing  to  watt,  he  rode  off 
to  Cabnl,  and  in  company  with  AbdoUa  Ehan  fled  in  the  night 
to  Chakri,  in  the  Ghilzai  country  beyond  Ehord  Cabal.  The  two 
Sirdars  gave  oat  that  they  were  ghazis,  probably  to  blind  the 
tribesmen,  and  we  have  since  heard  that  Hashim  Ehan  is  trying 
to  gather  aboat  bim  the  disbanded  sepoys  of  Yaknb  Ehan's  army. 
He  ha8  two  lakhs  and  a  half  of  tressare  with  him,  and  by  offer- 
ing  regular  payment,  both  to  armed  and  nnarmed  men,  he  has 
already  a  little  army  nnder  his  control.  As  he  baa  so  far  taken  no 
action  against  as,  a  friendly  letter  was  sent  by  order  of  General 
Stewart,  inviting  him  to  retnm,  and  assoring  him  that  the  state- 
ment abont  Candahar  was  a  falsehood.  His  answer  was  that  he 
was  no  enemy  of  the  British,  bat  that  nnder  existing  circam- 
stances  be  had  been  "  advised  "  to  leave  Cabal  and  watch  events 
from  a  safe  distance.  Abdalla  Khan,  it  is  believed,  is  the 
"adviser"  referred  to;  that  over-fed  Sirdar  having,  like  Jeshn- 
ran,  waxed  fat  and  kicked  oat  savagely.  He  was  apparently  tired 
of  playing  the  part  of  a  nobody  in  Cabnl,  and  has  now  incited 
Hashim  Khan  to  commit  himself  to  a  very  fooUsh  coarse  of 
action. 

Since  penning  the  above  atrictnres  npon  Sirdar  Abdnr  Bahman, 
onr  envoy.  Sirdar  Afznl  Khan,  jressaldar  10th  Bengal  Lancers,  has 
arrived  after  a  trying  joamey  from  Khanabad.  Strangely  enoagb, 
he  brings  letters  of  most  friendly  import  from  Abdor  Bahman, 
whom  he  reports  to  be  already  on  his  way  sonthwards.  The 
Pretender  marched  vrith  2,000  men  and  twelve  gans  &om  Ehana- 
bad  on  the  28th  of  Jane,  the  day  on  which  he  had  promised  to 
leave,  and  on  the   29th  he  was  encamped  at  Chasma,  on  the 
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lahkamiah  Boad.  B;  this  time  he  ie  probably  at  Khinjaii,  when 
no  doubt  he  will  wait  the  arrival  of  onr  messenger  who  left  Sher- 
pnr  three  days  ago.  This  time,  it  ia  hoped,  the  negotiatioss  will 
really  end,  as  Abdnr  Bahman  will  leam  that  hia  fast-and-loose 
mode  of  dealing  has  exasperated  the  British  GoTemment,  which 
will  not  give  him  another  chance.  The  aniral  of  Afznl  Ehan  is 
most  opportane,  as  he  can  explain  folly,  and  without  the  caution 
he  had  to  use  in  his  letters,  what  the  Sirdar's  intentions  are, 
and  why  it  is  that  he  has  diahoneatly  perverted  the  meaning  of 
the  terms  bo  generously  offered  to  him.  I  believe  I  am  right  in 
stating  that  both  General  Stewart  and  Mr.  Lepel  Griffin  inoUne 
to  the  opinion  that  the  Sirdar  will  shortly  cross  the  Hindn  Ensh 
into  Kohistan,  and  will  accept  the  Amirship  at  onr  hands.  Of 
course,  his  oirenlar  came  upon  us  as  a  great  surprise,  and  it 
was  impossible  to  reconcile  it  with  his  previous  avowals  of  &iend- 
ship  and  a  desire  to  oome  to  terms,  but  A&ul  Khan  has  cleared 
away  some  of  the  mistiness  hanging  about  the  affair,  and  what  is 
facetioudy  called  in  camp  "  the  political  horizon  "  is  once  more 
looking  clearer.  There  are  still,  however,  many  conflicting 
interests  to  be  reconciled,  and  the  news  from  Logar  shows  that 
the  supporters  of  Yakub  Khan's  family — whom,  to  adopt  Cavag- 
nari's  term,  I  will  call  "  Jacobins  " — are  actively  engaged  in  stirring 
up  the  tribesmen  against  the  British. 

Yesterday  {July  Ist)  the  tribesmen  grew  so  bold  that  they 
advanced  to  within  a  few  miles  of  General  Hills'  force,  and  gave 
our  cavalry  an  opportunity  of  punishing  them,  which  was  not 
neglected.  The  Qhazni  Field  Force  had  been  ordered  to  march 
to  Charasia,  and  Mahomed  Hasan  Ehan,  the  stancbest  sup- 
porter of  Yakub  Khan  (whose  imprisonment  in  the  time  of  Shere 
Ali  ha  Ediared),  took  advantage  of  General  Hills'  marc^  to 
Charasia  to  occupy  the  Logar  Valley  with  a  mixed  force  of 
men  from  Zormut,  Kharwar,  Maidon,  and  Wardak;  bat  the 
gatherings  dispersed  upon  the  Ghazni  Field  Force  again  marching 
southwards.  Finding  General  Hills  did  not  move  beyond  Zer- 
ghnn  Shahr,  Hasan  Khan  took  heart  again  and  indaced  1,000  or 
2,000  men  to  occupy  the  large  village  of  Padkhao  Shana,  on  the 
Knshi  side  of  the  Logar,  only  twelve  miles  from  the  British  camp. 
Here  they  remained  till  yesterday  morning,  when  Palliser's  caval^ 
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brigade,  550  strong,  came  down  upon  them  and  scattered  them  in 
all  direotiotiB. 

The  particnlara  of  the  action  are  as  follow : — Qeueral  Hills 
heaid  on  Jane  30th  that  the  village  had  been  occapied  in  force, 
and  he  ordered  the  cavalry  brigade  to  move  out  at  3.30  A.if. 
yesterday.  Brigadier- Q^neral  PaUiser's  iuBtmctions  were  to  re- 
connoitre their  position,  and  if  an  opportunity  oconrred,  to  attack 
them  in  the  open.  His  force  was  made  up  of  231  sabres  of  the 
Ist  Panjab  Cavalry,  168  of  the  2nd  Punjab  Cavalry,  and  188 
lances  of  the  19th  Bengal  Lancers.  Upon  nearing  the  spar 
which  miiB  down  from  Kaehi  towards  the  Logar  River,  small 
parties  of  the  enemy  were  seen,  and  the  advanced  cavalry  scoats, 
OD  gaining  some  rising  groanct  from  which  Padkhao  Shana  coold 
be  seen,  reported  the  main  body  to  be  in  fall  retreat  in  the  direc* 
tion  of  the  Altimoar  Hills,  whitdi  separate  the  Logar  district  from 
Znrmnt.  Their  strength  appeared  to  be  about  1,500  footmen 
and  a  few  cavalry.  General  Falliaer  detached  a  troop  of  the 
2nd  Punjab  Cavalry  to  vnitch  the  village,  and  with  502  sabres  and 
lances  went  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  The  latter,  seeing  the 
cavalry  bearing  down  upon  them,  broke  into  detached  knots,  and 
took  advantage  of  the  difficult  ground  to  make  good  their  Sight. 
The  cavalry,  however,  followed  them  up  very  quickly,  in  spite  of 
the  stony  nature  of  the  ground  and  the  difGculties  presented  by 
laOXaht  and  ravines,  and  the  two  squadrons  of  the  1st  Fnnjab 
Cavalry  and  the  19th  Lancers  in  the  front  line  were  soon  hotly 
engaged.  The  enemy  fought  with  desperation,  and  tried  to  re-form 
their  line,  but  without  success.  They  sheered  off  to  right  and 
left,  and  were  cut  down  by  the  supporting  sqnadrons  of  the  1st 
and  2nd  Punjab  Cavalry.  The  pursuit  continued  for  two  hours, 
until  the  mouth  of  the  Altimour  Pass  had  been  reached.  Here 
the  cavalry  were  halted.  They  were  then  about  eight  miles  from 
Padkhao  Shana,  whither  they  quickly  returned.  Two  hundred 
bodies  are  said  to  have  been  counted  on  the  ground.  Our  casual- 
ties  are  now  reported  as  four  sowars  killed,  twenty-three  wounded, 
and  one  British  officer,  Captain  Barrow,  wounded.  The  ground 
waa  such  as  to  give  many  opportunities  for  severe  haDd-to-hand 
fighting,  in  which  M^or  Atkinson,  Ist  Punjab  Cavalry,  and  Cap- 
tain Leslie  Bishop,  2nd  Panjab  Cavalry,  are  specially  mentioned 
by  those  present  as  having  displayed  determined  bravery.    There 
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were  man;  hniibreadtlt  escapes  among  the  officers  and  m^ 
notably  in  the  case  of  Colonel  Yorke,  19th  Bengal  lianoen,  who 
received  a  bullet  throiigh  his  helmet,  a  seoond  ball  grasing  hia 
forehead.  Hia  orderly  was  shot  dead  at  his  side.  This  man, 
Jewand  Sing,  had  distingmelied  himself  earlier  in  the  day,  when 
Captain  Barrow  was  wotmded.  Captain  Barrow,  who  was  acting 
as  orderly  ofBcer  to  General  Palliser,  engaged  single-handed  with 
an  Afghan  malik,  who  fonght  with  great  coolness  and  brareij. 
He  was  armed  with  rifle,  shield,  ttdwar,  and  the  Qsnal  long  knife. 
As  Captain  Barrow  rode  at  him  he  fired  his  rifle,  woacdiiig  the 
officer's  horse  in  the  neck.  He  then  betook  himself  to  his  awoid, 
and  warded  off  all  blows  with  his  shield.  Captain  Barrow 
received  too  severe  cuts,  the  first  disabling  bis  bridle-band,  and 
the  second  eotticg  deep  into  his  right  fore-arm.  Jnst  at  this 
moment  Jewand  Bing  and  Sowar  Ctholam  Khan,  of  the  1st 
Fonjab  Cavalry,  rode  ap,  and  the  Afghan,  who  had  already  been 
badly  wonnded,  was  killed  ont  of  hand.  In  the  ranks  of  the 
enemy  was  one  of  the  deserters  firom  the  Sappers  and  MioeiB,  iriio 
would  not  fight,  bat  begged  for  mercy.  He  was  shot  in  the 
m^Ue,  and  his  Snider  rifle  recovered.  Hasan  Khan  deserted 
the  tribesmen  at  the  commeDcement  of  the  action,  riding  away  to 
a  place  of  saCety  as  soon  as  onr  cavalry  appeared.  The  cavalry 
did  not  reach  camp  at  Zerghnn  Shahr  nntil  half-past  six  at  night, 
having  been  fifteen  honrs  nnintemiptedly  in  the  saddle,  and 
having  ridden  over  forty  miles  since  morning.  As  they  rode  into 
camp,  all  the  regiments  tamed  oat  and  cheered  them  heartily. 
The  resalts  of  this  briUiant  little  action  cannot  fail  to  be  most 
beneficial,  for  a  time  at  least,  as  Logar  is  once  more  cleared  of 
malcontent  tribesmen. 

It  is  said  that  Hashim  Eban  intended  sending  a  cODtingent 
from  Cbakri  over  the  Ctbiliai  Hills,  but  the  prompt  action  taken 
by  General  Hills  stopped  this,  and  Hashim  Khan  has  again 
written  in  to  say  he  is  "  no  enemy  of  the  British."  He  may  well 
be  afraid  of  patting  himself  at  the  bead  of  men  in  the  field  when 
he  sees  how  easily  onr  troops  scatter  the  forces  opposed  to  them. 
Oar  cavalry  have  never  done  so  well  as  at  Padkhao  Shana  daring 
the  present  campaign ;  no  English  cavalry  regiment  was  present, 
the  honours  of  the  fight  resting  with  the  1st  and  2nd  Punjab 
Cavalry  and  the  19tb  Bengal  Lancers. 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 

AniTal  of  Abdur  BAbmtn  kt  Tntandbm  in  Eohlitan — Fnpantioiu  for  Uh  BncoaUon 
of  Cabnl — A  Depntatioi]  Mnt  fiom  Cabal  to  tbe  fitrdu- — Tbe  Fri«tidi  and  Bnemus 
of  tbe  fntare  Amir — Attitude  of  tbe  Kohiilaaii,  Ghilnii,  and  Waidaki — Mahomed 
Jan  and  Hnahk-I-Alam'i  AcoepUnce  of  Abdur  Ttahmtn — Durbar  at  Sherpar  on 
JdIj  2!nd — Formal  Aeknoirlsd^'inonl  o[  Abdar  Kahman  ai  Amir  bf  tho  Britiih 
Qoranmient — Mr.  Lapel  OrifEn'i  Addreo-  to  the  Chiefi — Sir  Donald  Stewart's 
Appud  to  their  Patriotism — Abdur  Bahman'a  Departnte  from  Charikar— B«>igna- 
tion  of  Wali  Hahomed,  GaTemoT  oE  Cabnl — Ifswi  of  the  Hainnd  Diaaatai — 
Probable  HoTiment  of  10,000  Troopi  to  Candahar — Iater*iew  betoeen  Mr.  Lepel 
GrlSo  and  the  Amip—Ducnedon  of  Terma~nie  Amir's  Demeanour— Second 
Intarrisw — A  Satiifaatoi?  Sattlament  aniTed  at, 

Earlx  in  Jul;  Sir  Donald  Stewart  sent  a  final  meBsage  to  Sird&r 
Abdar  Babman  Ehan,  reqceeting  him  to  come  to  Cabnl  to  discoBS 
the  terms  of  a  settlement,  and  on  the  15th  of  July  the  Sirdar 
reached  Tntandaira,  near  Gharikar,  in  Eohistan.  His  passage 
over  the  Hindn  Knsh  had  been  a  very  trying  one.  On  tbe  9th  of 
Jaly  we  had  sent  a  deputation  of  Cabal  gentlemen  to  Kobistan 
to  pay  their  respects  to  tbe  fatnie  Amir.  Among  these  men  were 
Abdnl  Kadir,  the  head  Eazi  of  the  city,  who  was  the  bearer  of  a 
letter  to  Abdnr  from  tbe  Chief  Political  Officer ;  the  Ghilzai  Chief 
of  Tezin,  and  Sirdar  Yosaf  Khan,  Barakzai.  The  negotiations 
seemed  to  be  progressing  so  well  that  all  preparations  were  made 
for  evacnating  Cabnl  by  the  16th  of  Angast,  and  large  convoys 
started  daily  from  the  Bala  Hissar  with  stores  and  surplas  amma* 
nitioD  for  India.*  Tbe  following  letters  describe  the  close  of  the 
negotiations : — 

19(A  3vly,  1880. 
There  now  seems  every  prospect  of  a  satisfactory  settlement 
being  made  with  Abdnr  Rahman,  who  will  shortly  leave  Tntan- 
darra  for  Charikar,  thence  coming  to  any  place  which  the  British 
representatives  at  Cabnl  may  name.  He  raises  no  objection  to 
this ;  expresses   bis    strong  wish  to  make  a  firm  and  friendly 
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arTftngement  with  the  Britiah,  and  is  more  anxioaa  for  personal 
interrieifB  tiian  even  we  conld  be.  Siooe  his  arrivnl  in  Kohistan 
the  tone  of  his  messages,  and  bis  reception  of  the  depntation  of 
Cabul  gentlemen  sent  to  him  at  Tntandarra,  have  been  more  than 
cordi&l;  and  there  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt  that  he  baa 
finaU;^  determined  to  nnreserredly  accept  the  English  conditions, 
and  find  his  strength  in  an  English  alliance.  This  being  the 
case,  it  is  of  some  importance  to  know  what  the  strength  and 
party  of  Abdnr  Kahman  in  Northern  Afghanistan  are ;  and  on 
this  subject  we  have  a  good  deal  to  goide  ns.  It  may  be  pre- 
sumed that  the  GoTemment  did  not  blindly  pin  its  faith  to  Abdur 
Bahioan  before  it  had  ascertained  that  there  was  a  sufficiently 
large  party  in  A^hanistan  to  ensure  some  promise  of  stability  if 
the  Sirdar  himself  was  capable  and  considerate  to  his  political 
opponents.  It  is  understood  that  Mr.  Lapel  Griffin  came  to  Cabal 
with  instructions  from  the  lato  Ticeroy  (Lord  Lytton)  to  enter 
into  commnnication  with  Abdor  Rahman,  and  ascertain  if  he  were 
a  chief  snited  to  the  Goremment  pnrposes,  and  that  commanica- 
tions  wore  accordingly  opened  with  the  Sirdar  within  a  few  days  of 
the  arrival  of  the  Chief  Political  Officer  in  Cabal.  These  have 
been  continued  without  intermption  since,  until  Abdnr  Kahman 
has  now  felt  himself  strong  enongh  to  respond  to  the  GoTemment 
invitation ;  and  unless  unforeseen  accidents  occur  within  the  next 
month,  it  would  seem  certain  that  he  will  be  Amir  of  Cabul. 

Some  critics  have  assumed  that,  as  in  the  first  Durbar  held  after 
Mr.  Griffin's  arrival  at  Cabul  the  only  candidates  for  the  Amirship 
actually  named  were  Wall  Mahomed  Khan,  Hashim,  Musa  Jan, 
and  Ayub  Ehau,  the  question  of  the  possibility  of  Abdur  Bahman 
bad  then  not  been  considered  by  the  Government.  Bat  a  com- 
parison of  dates  shows  that  this  mast  be  incorrect,  and  it  is  con- 
seqoently  probable  that,  looking  at  the  formidable  character  of  the 
armed  opposition  at  that  time,  and  the  ignorance  of  the  Sirdar's 
character  and  intentions,  his  name  was  expressly  ezcladed,  not 
because  negotiations  with  him  had  not  commenced,  bat  that 
Yakub  Ehan's  faction — who  were  then  assembling  in  immense 
numbers,  and  would  have  become  far  more  formidable  but  for  their 
defeatat  Ahmed  Ehel  and  Charasio — mightnot  be  rendered  desperate 
and  be  strengthened  by  the  knowledge  that  the  person  to  whom 
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the;  wete  mrat  opposed  had  been  selected  by  GoTenuneat,  while 
it  was  ancertun  whether  he  would,  aftet  all,  prove  soitable.  The 
delay  which  has  taken  place  in  coming  to  an  understanding  with 
Abdnr  Bahman  is  indeed  small  when  the  magnitnde  of  the 
interests  at  stake  is  considered,  and  the  distance  at  which  the 
Siidar  was  residing  on  the  other  side  of  the  Hindn  Kush.  It 
will  have  been  no  more  than  fonr  months  &om  the  arriTal  of  Mr. 
Griffin  at  Oabol,  and  the  opening  of  negotiations  with  Abdnr 
Bahman,  before  these  are  rirtnally  completed,  and  the  army  can 
then  be  withdrawn  as  quickly  as  military  exigencies  or  regard  for 
the  life  and  health  of  the  troops  will  permit. 

It  is  Tery  difficult  to  say  what  strength  Abdnr  B&hman  poesesBea 
in  Afghanistan,  as  it  was  difBcolt  to  know  what  really  oonstitDted 
the  party  of  Yakab  Ehau  or  Masa  Jan.  One  thing  certain  is  that 
A  Tery  large  namber  of  nndecided  persons  of  all  tribes  will  accept 
any  Amir  who  may  be  choeeD  by  the  GoTcmment,  and  formally 
notified  according  to  the  Mahomedan  religion.  Constant  e£Forta 
hare  been  directed  by  the  Political  Department  at  Cabnl  to  break 
np  all  the  strong  opposition  parties ;  to  enlist  on  the  side  of  the 
Goremment  nominee  the  religions  feeUng  of  the  country,  and 
especially  the  agaistanoe  of  the  great  religions  leaders  (which  has 
been  anccessfally  done)  ;  and  to  break  np  those  great  tribes  which 
are  nnder  the  control  of  chiefs  of  more  or  less  importance,  so 
that  no  formidable  organized  resistance  might  be  offered  to  the 
new  Amir.  The  most  important  tribe  in  Afghanistan  is  ondoabt- 
edly  the  Qhilzais.  The  Andarie,  one  of  the  most  important  of 
the  Bontbem  sections  of  the  tribe,  are  entirely  in  &Tour  of  Abdnr 
Bahman,  as  are  a  great  majority  of  the  Tarakis.  The  northern 
.Ghilzais  are  very  much  nnder  the  control  of  their  chief,  the  most 
important  of  whom  is  Asmatollah  Khan,  of  Hisarak  and  Lnghman. 
He,  it  has  jnst  been  annonnced,  has  addressed  Mr.  Griffin,  and 
expressed  his  entire  willingness  to  accept  the  Amir  chosen  by  the 
English,  even  if  this  should  be  Abdnr  Bahman.  Another  impor- 
tant Qhilzai  chief,  Ehan  Mahomed  Khan,  of  Tezin,  is  with  the 
deputation  sent  to  Charikar  to  welcome  Abdnr  Bahman.  Padshah 
Ehan  will  be  opposed  to  the  Sirdar ;  Maiznllah  Khan  will  probably 
join  him ;  Faiz  Mahomed  Ehan  has  openly  declared  that  he  will 
be  in  opposition.    On  the  whole,  it  may  be  said  that  about  half  of 
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the  importftnt  Ghilzai  tribe  wUl  be  in  favour  of  the  sew  Amir. 
Others,  shoald  his  condnct  be  oonetliatory,  would  be  dc^btleaa  wod 
oTer  later.  The  KohistaniB,  who  are  almost  eotirel;  Tajiks,  and 
between  whom  and  the  Afghans  there  is  not  mncb  love  lost,  etn 
also  be  coimted  upon. 

There  ia,  however,  a  strong  party  in  fovonr  of  Shere  AK'b 
family ;  bnt,  ronghly  speaking,  two-thirds  of  EohiBtan  and  Eob- 
Baman  may  be  estimated  on  the  side  of  the  Sirdar.  It  is  worth 
noting,  in  spite  of  the  reports  to  the  contrary,  that  General  Ujt 
Said  Khan,  of  Istalif,  and  Mir  Bntcha  Khan  have  cot  yet  viaited 
Abdar  Rahman.  They  are  donbtfol  of  their  reception,  and  with 
excellent  reason,  as  they  have  been  tUegitimately  collecting  Oovem- 
ment  revenne,  which  they  know  any  organized  Government  at 
Cabal  would  compel  tbem  to  disgorge.  The  Wardaks,  between 
Logar  and  Ghazni,  are  nofriendly,  bnt  may  be  won  over  by  good 
treatment.  They  will  very  mnch  follow  the  example  of  Mahomed 
Jan  and  Mnabk-i-Alam.  The  latter  has  for  some  time  past  bean 
working  honestly  in  the  interests  of  peace,  and  has  written  that 
he,  together  with  all  the  important  chiefs  assembled  in  Maidan, 
are  ready  to  accept  the  choice  of  the  British  Government.  The 
sirdars  of  the  raling  honse  are  naturally  unfriendly,  as  the  adhe* 
rents  of  the  party  of  Azim  Khan  and  Aiznt  Ehan  have  long  been 
banished  or  reduced  by  Shere  Ali  to  impotence.  A  good  many  of 
the  smaller  eirdars  belong  to  this  party,  and  are  on  Abdni 
Rahman's  side ;  bnt  the  men  who  have  money — ^like  Hashim 
Ehan,  Wali  Mahomed,  Ibrahim  Khan,  Earim  Khan — are,  as  a 
'  matter  of  coarse,  in  opposition. 

The  future  depends  very  much  on  the  Sirdar's  own  condnct.  If 
be  chooses  to  take  a  conciliatory  course,  he  may  hold  his  own 
against  the  strong  opposition  against  him.  If  he  becomes  as 
onpopalar  in  Oabnl  as  he  is  in  Turkistan,  by  oppressing  the  people 
and  exacting  money  fh)m  the  tradent,  he  will  not  last  very  long. 
Already  the  news  of  his  exactions  has  caused  the  wholesale  fligbt 
from  the  city  of  the  Indian  merchants  of  Cabal — two  kajSoM  of 
whom  have  already  marched  to  India  with  their  families ;  while 
trade  is  almost  entirely  stopped  between  Cabal,  Turkistan,  and 
Bokhara.  The  necessities  of  the  Sirdar's  position,  and  his  almost 
absolnte  want  of  funds,  are,  to  a  certain  extent,  an  excuse  for  this ; 
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but  anleBB  he  deBiiee  to  alienate  the  trading  elasaea,  which  will  be 
a  ver;  great  blow  to  the  proeperit;  of  his  kingdom,  he  will  have  to 
entirely  change  his  policy  with  them. 

22nfi  July. 
To-day  the  firet  step  in  the  settlement  of  Afghanistan  has  been 
taken,  and  a  new  page  turned  in  the  hiatory  of  oar  relations  with 
Cabnl.  We  have  formally  acknowledged  the  Sirdar  Abdnr 
Bahman  Khan,  son  of  Mir  Afznl  Khan,  eldest  son  of  Dost 
Mahomed,  as  Amir  of  Cabal,  and  have  promised  him  our  snpport 
BO  long  as  he  remains  friendly  to  the  British  Oovemment.  Events 
have  marched  bo  rapidly  within  the  last  few  days  that  many  of 
ns  can  scarcely  realize  the  importance  of  to-day's  proceedings. 
Mahomed  Jan  and  the  chiefs  asBembled  in  Maidan,  sent  in  a 
friendly  deputation,  and  this  was  a  piece  of  good  fortune  which  we 
scarcely  anticipated.  The  old  tMtoVU^,  Muahk-i-Alam,  had,  it  is 
true,  written  to  say  he  wonld  accept  the  ruler  whom  we  faToured, 
bat  it  was  not  expected  that  secessions  from  the  Jacobin  party 
would  follow  80  rapidly.  The  depntatiou  sent  by  Mahomed  Jan 
to  Sherpnr  offered  to  make  unconditional  submission  to  the  British 
authorities,  but  this  was  a  proceeding  deemed  impohtic  by  Sir 
Donald  Stewart  and  Mr.  Lepel  Griffin.  Our  object  is  to  Btrengthen 
Abdur  Bahman'B  hands  as  much  as  possible,  not  to  gather  a  party 
about  ourselves,  and  the  proffered  sobmission  was  diverted  to  the 
Sirdu-.  This  gives  the  latter  the  appearance  of  being  chosen  of 
the  people  rather  than  forced  upon  them  by  our  dictation,  and  our 
anxiety  is  to  ally  ourselves  openly  with  no  party,  though  we  are 
quite  willing  to  acknowledge  the  strongest  man.  Two  sons  of 
Mashk-i-AIam  and  seven  Wardak  chiefs  are  now  at  Gharikar, 
where  they  will  be  far  more  useful  than  in  Sherpur,  and  the  effect 
npon  the  popular  mind  is  proportionately  great.  If  the  champion 
of  Yaknb  and  Musa  Ehau's  claims  considers  the  chances  of  a 
restoration  to  power  of  Shore  Ali's  family  at  an  end,  it  is  not  likely 
the  lesser  lights  will  contione  in  foctious  oppositioD.  My  last 
letter  explained  at  length  the  then  strength  of  Abdnr  Bahman's 
party,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  he  is  now  quite  powerful  enough, 
with  his  new  aUies  from  Maidan,  to  hold  hia  own  in  Cabal.  His 
promise  to  the  traders  not  to  raise  forced  loans  and  to  repay  at 
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once  the  mooe;  be  has  extorted  &om  merchaats  in  TarkiHtan  hss 
soothed  the  feelings  of  the  Cabal  people,  who  have  hitherto  looked 
with  disnuiy  Dpon  the  prospect  of  his  coming  to  mle  orer  them. 
It  wonld  hare  been  a  fatal  piece  of  folly  if,  as  Amir,  he  renewed  hia 
tyranny,  and  there  are  already  signB  on  the  part  of  the  rich  citizenB 
here  of  readiness  to  advance  him  money  on  the  secnrity  of  fatare 
revenae.  Once  be  has  fonds  wherewith  to  raise  and  eqoip  an 
army,  the  Amir  elect  may  reasonably  hope  to  scatter  the  remnants 
of  the  Jacobin  faction  and  to  disperse  Ayab  Khan's  army  if  it 
turns  away  &om  Gand&har  and  reaches  Ohazni.  Abdnr  Bahman 
will  inevitably  have  to  fight  some  of  the  malcontents  remainii^ 
afber  onr  armies  have  withdrawn  over  the  Shntargardan  and  beyond 
Jngdnllnck,  and  oar  beUef  is  that  he  will  be  strong  enoa^  to 
crash  all  other  pretenders,  thongh  he  himself  may  exhaast  tus 
means  in  the  straggle.  He  mnst  then  tnrn  to  the  British  ftor 
countenance  and  sapport,  as  there  is  a  strong  feeling  against 
Rnsaian  interference  with  the  country,  and  we  shall  probably 
revert  to  the  old  poUcy  of  a  liberal  annual  enbBidy.  What  con- 
ditions will  be  imposed  if  the  sabsidy  is  granted  only  the  Home 
Groverament  perhaps  at  present  knows ;  bnt  nnless  the  war  is  to 
be  froitless,  they  mnst  be  somewhat  on  the  lines  laid  down  in  the 
Onndamak  Treaty — the  presence  of  a  British  Envoy  in  Cabnl 
being  waived  for  the  present. 

The  Durbar  was  held  at  five  o'clock  this  evening,  three  lai^ 
tents  having  been  pitched  in  the  Cantonment,  about  160  yards 
from  the  Head-quarters'  Gate.  All  the  afternoon,  eirdars  and 
persons  of  lesser  note  came  streaming  through  the  72nd  Gate- 
way, with  their  wild-looking  retainers  on  horseback  and  on  foot. 
The  order  against  the  carrying  of  arms,  so  wisely  enacted  by  Sir 
Frederick  Roberts  in  October,  is  still  in  force;  but  privileged 
persons,  such  as  Sirdar  Wali  Mahomed  Khan  and  the  three 
representatives  sent  by  Abdnr  Bahman  from  Charikar,  were 
to-day  allowed  small  esoorts  of  armed  men.  With  carbines, 
or  Enfield  rifles,  slung  at  their  back,  a  sword  dangling  from  their 
waist-belt,  pistols  and  knives  stuck  into  their  Aunim«r&uruf8,  these 
horsemen  trotted  about  full  of  their  own  importance,  evidently 
looking  upon  the  Dorbar  as  held  for  the  special  hononr  of  their 
masters.    The  said  masters  were,  as  usual,  gOTgeons  in  crimson, 
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porple,  and  gold ;  but  I  have  so  often  described  the  greasy  Cabal 
Sirdar  in  all  hie  glor;  that  I  am  loth  to  trot  him  oat  again,  eveD 
on  sach  an  historic  occasion  as  the  present.  We  missed  the  hand- 
some Arab  Hashim  Khan  ased  to  ride,  and  that  monntain  of 
flesh,  Abdnlla  Ehan,  awed  ns  no  more  ;  the  two  Sirdars  are  brood- 
ing oTer  their  wrongs  in  Kharwar  01  Znrmnt,  and  their  hearts 
will  be  fall  of  bittemesB  when  they  learn  of  the  snccess  Abdor 
Bahman  has  scored.  Wall  Mahomed,  as  Goremor  of  Cabal,  was  a 
person  of  some  importance  in  his  own  eyes,  thongh  his  tenore  of 
power  is  now  a  very  weak  one,  for  he  will  be  scarcely  rash  enongh 
to  court  death  by  remaining  at  his  post  when  oar  army  files  ont 
of  Sherpnr.  Sirdars  and  serranta  were  the  chief  living  featnrea 
in  cantoamentB,  between  the  Clab  and  the  He&d-qaarters,  all  the 
afternoon,  for  in  his  anxiety  to  secare  a  "good  place"  each 
petty  member  of  the  Barakzai  fiamily  took  time  by  the  forelock, 
and  hastened  to  the  Darbar  tents  an  hoar  or  two  before  the  honr 
fixed  for  the  solemn  proceedings.  The  gnard  of  honour  of  100 
men,  fiiroifihed  by  the  72nd  Highlanders,  ander  the  command 
of  Captain  Gamett,  fell  in  about  half-past  four  o'clock,  and  to 
the  cheery  qaick-atep  of  "  Scotland  yet,"  marched  off  to  where  the 
gathering  crowd  of  British  ofGcers  and  Afghan  notabilities  had 
began  to  arrange  itself.  We  have  not  the  meaus  wherewith  to 
arrange  a  grand  spectacle,  and  nothing  contd  have  been  more 
commonplace  than  the  three  tents  in  which  the  Darbar  was  to  be 
held.  Facing  Bemaru  Heights  was  the  largest  of  all,  towering 
above  its  near  neighbour,  which  again  dwarfed  the  Darbar  tent 
proper,  an  old  weather-beaten  canvas  affair,  dull  red  in  colour, 
once  the  property  of  the  Amir.  The  gnard  of  honoar  formed  up 
at  the  entrance  to  the  northernmost  tent,  the  lines  of  bayonets 
shining  out  in  the  sanshine,  and  duly  impressing  certain  weak- 
kneed  sirdars,  who  shaffled  along  to  their  places  in  very  nndignified 
fashion.  There  had  been  an  effort  made  to  give  some  piotnreaqne 
colouring  to  the  interior  of  the  small  tent  wherein  sirdars  knelt 
on  one  side  while  British  officers  sat  comfortably  on  their  own 
particular  chairs  and  camp-stools  on  the  other.  Persian  carpets 
covered  the  dnsty  floor,  shawls  were  thrown  over  the  chairs  of 
Btate  reserved  for  the  representatiTes  of  the  British  Oovemment, 
while  the  very  shabby  tent-poles  were  swathed  in  la/nkah  work. 
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The  dnsky  &ceB  of  the  Birdara  showed  no  more  senEubility,  oftei 
DDCe  the  crowd  h&d  settled  or  wriggled  itaelf  into  something  like 
order,  than  wontd  so  many  maekB  on  lay  figares :  oar  policy 
IB  80  inscratable  to  men  like  Wall  Mahomed  that  any  new  dedu- 
atioQ  is  placidly  awaited  with  almost  bensTolent  indiffereaoe. 
The  rowfl  of  torbana,  many-ooloored  and  foil  of  strange  peenli- 
arities  in  shape  and  folding,  covered  the  shaven  scalps  of  meo 
whose  thonghts  tnmed,  doabtless,  npon  what  new  phase  the  afhirs 
of  Afghanistan  were  abont  to  take.  Sirdar  Wall  Mahomed  looked 
anzions  and  dispirited,  as  mnst  a  man  whose  power  is  slippitig 
rapidly  away  ;  the  stuttering  Shahbas  Ehan,  onr  whilom  GovemoT 
of  Kohistan ;  Ibrahim  Khan,  who  has  worked  all  along  heartily  in 
onr  cause ;  Sher  Mahomed  Ehan,  a  man  who  has  studied  Westeni 
poUtics  and  knows  which  of  our  Oenersla  hails  from  Ireland, 
which  from  Scotland,  and  which  from  England ;  Ynsnf  Khan,  who 
has  unreserredly  thrown  in  his  lot  with  Abdnr  Bahmaa  Ehui ; 
Sarwar  Ehan,  who  fought  against  us  in  December:  all  these 
princes  of  the  Baiakzai  dynasty  were  hiding  whatever  coriosi^ 
they  felt  with  a  kind  of  listless  dignity  which  deceived  no  one  but 
themselves.  Three  strangers  were  in  the  first  row  of  the  sirdars : 
these  were  General  Eatol  Ehan,  Mahomed  Amis  Ehan,  and 
"the  Saiad  Sahib,"  sent  by  Abdur  Rahman  to  represent  bim 
at  the  Durbar.  They  were  rather  sorrily  arrayed  for  such  an 
occasion,  their  long  residenoe  in  Tashkend  having  perhaps  made 
them  indifferent  to  the  beautiea  of  oriental  attire,  bat  as  the 
representatives  of  the  future  Amir  they  had  to  be  treated  with 
every  consideration.  Contrasting  with  the  flowing  white  robes  or 
richly-ooloured  coats  of  the  A^han  portion  of  the  assembly  were 
the  qnieter  uniforms  of  the  officers  of  the  garrison,  lighted  np 
here  and  there  by  the  gold  and  gHtter  of  the  Staff,  always  the 
"show-men"  on  oooasioDa  of  this  kind.  A  few  of  onr  friends 
Arom  IiOgar  and  "  down  the  line  "  had  come  in  on  leave,  so  that 
the  force  in  Northern  Afghanistan  was  well  represented.  'With 
military  ponctuality,  Sir  Donald  Stewart,  accompanied  by  Sir 
Frederick  Boberts,  Mr.  Lepel  Griffin,  and  the  members  of  the 
Head-quarters'  Staff  in  Sherpur,  reached  the  Dnrbar  tents ;  the 
usual  formalities  of  presenting  anus,  &c.,  were  gone  throng, 
and  then  the  three  men  with  whose  names  the  present  settlement 
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will  hencefortii  be  most  closely  asBocisted  took  their  Bo&ts  in 
solemn  Durbar.  The  repreaentatiTea  of  Abdnr  Bahman  were 
presented,  haod-BhakiDgs  exchanged  in  Western  fashion,  and  the 
proceedings  hegan. 

Sir  Donald  Stewart,  with  a  soldier's  brevity,  said  he  wished  to 
explain  to  the  Sirdars,  Chiefs,  and  people  assembled,  the  reason 
for  holding  the  Dnrbar  and  requesting  their  presence  and  that 
of  the  English  oflScers  stationed  in  Cabal.  It  was  that  the  pnblio 
recognition  by  the  GoTemment  of  England  of  Sirdar  Abdnr 
Bahm&n  Ehan  as  Amir  of  Cabal  sbonld  be  made  known  with  aa 
mach  hononr  as  possible.  Mr.  Lepel  Griffin  woold  explain  more 
in  detail  the  views  and  wishes  of  the  Government  on  this  impor- 
tant subject.  Major  Enan  Smith,  Political  OfGcer  with  General 
Hills'  Division,  translated  this  short  preamble  into  Persian,  after 
which  Mr.  GrifSn  read  the  following  speech  in  the  same  lan- 
guage:— 

"  It  ii  littla  mors  tlun  tbne  month*  iigo  that,  b;  oomnaDd  ol  Hii  Bxoellanej 
tbt  TiMToy  of  India,  I  txplMDsd  to  jon  in  Dorbai  tba  intan^ni  ol  the  Britiih  GoTcm- 
mcat  with  Kg&rd  to  tli«  fntnra  of  Afghwiitfto.  I  than  told  yon  it  «a<  not  intended 
to  uiaax  the  oonntrj  ;  bat  that  the  armiei  it  Her  Hijegtj  tbe  Qaeen-BiDprcai  would  be 
witbdrawn  to  aoon  aa  tlie  proapect  of  a  lettled  adminiitntion  bad  been  uttartA,  and  a 
ohief  BiikDOvlsdgtd  aa  Amir  who  ahonld  not  onlj  ba  animated  bj  frieadlj  nntimanta 
towardg  the  Engliah  CtoTtrnmenl,  bnt  bare  tbe  eoidial  tapport  of  bis  own  eoontr^men. 
Sinoe  that  time  Qeneial  Sir  Donald  Stewart,  QeDcral  Sir  Fredoriok  Roberta,  and  mjielf, 
hare  endeaTOored  to  oanj  into  eBeot  ttaa  wiifaa  of  tbe  Qoremment,  and  jim  are  tnm- 
moned  here  to-da;  to  hear  that  our  aSbrta  have  been  anooeaafnl.  Tbe  cooTae  of  eTSDt* 
baiiDg  placed  Sirdai  Abdnr  IUhm«n  Khu)  in  a  poaitioa  which  falGIa  the  wiahea  and 
eipectationa  of  the  QoTernment,  the  Yiceroj  of  India  and  tbe  QoTemment  of  Her  Moat 
Oradoiu  Hajaatj  the  Qneen-Bmprea  are  pleated  to  annonnee  that  the;  pnblioly  reoog- 
niie  Siidar  Abdnr  Bf*""*"  Khan,  grandionof  the  illnitrioaa  Amir  Doat  Uahomed  Kfaan, 
*a  Amir  of  CabnL 

"  It  ia  lo  the  QoTBRiDient  a  •ooroe  of  aatiafaetion  that  the  tribea  and  cbiefi  hare  pnj- 
fi^rred  a  diatingniihed  member  of  the  Barakiai  family,  who  ia  a  renowned  aoldier,  wita, 
and  experieneed.  Hii  MmUmanta  towardi  the  Biitiih  Oorarament  are  moat  friendly ; 
and  80  long  a*  hit  rule  ahowa  that  ha  ia  animatod  by  theaa  aentlmenta,  be  c«linot  fail  to 
rMaiva  the  aopport  ol  the  Britiih  Qoremment.  Ho  will  beat  aho*  hii  friandabip  for  the 
OoTeinmant  by  tretlaDg  thoie  of  hii  nibjecU  vho  baie  done  na  aenice  aa  KU  fiieodi. 

"  Cbhis  ahu  QvTTLnmr, — In  aorordanM  with  uanmncei  already  oonTeyed  to  yon, 
thaaimiaaof  the  Qnean-Empraaa  will  abortly  withdraw  within  thoae  frontien  which 
ware  deoided  by  treaty  with  the  ex-Amir,  Mahomed  Takib  Kban.  We  trait  aodfirmly 
lielieTe  that  yonr  remembrance  of  the  Engliih  will  not  b«  ankindly.  We  have  fongfat 
yon  in  tbe  iield  wbenerer  yon  oppoied  aa  ;  bnt  yonr  religion  hii  in  no  way  been  inter- 
fered with  I  tbe  boBoBT  of  yonr  women  ha*  been  rwpaeted,  and  ereiyoae  hai  been 
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•Mim  in  poBDMiioQ  cf  hia  propartj.  VIiftt«Tar  hu  been  nsoMMiy  for  tlia  (npport  of 
ths  um;  hu  b«an  libenUf  pud  tor.  Sines  I  cuds  to  Calnl,  I  bkre  been  in  daily 
intarconiw  with  yon ;  bat  I  h«Ta  never  heud  an  Afghan  make  a  oomphuDt  of  the  eon- 
dnct  of  any  loldier,  TtnglinTi  or  Katire,  belongiiig  to  Her  Hajeatj'i  annj. 

"  The  BritJih  GoTenuneat  hai  alvaji  been  wall-diipoaad  towaidi  Afghaniitui.  Toi 
all  know  toir  it  supported  and  auiited  the  former  mien  of  the  ooniti^.  It  bai  no 
other  wish  than  jonr  happineei  and  protperity ;  and  it  ia  with  this  Dbj«et  alone  that  to- 
day it  reoogniiee  Biidar  Abdor  Bahman  Ehan  ai  Amir  of  CaboL" 

Mr.  Orifi^  theo  re&d  the  speech  in  English  for  the  benefit  of  Uie 
officers  of  the  garrison,  and  a  Pashtn  translation  was  read  by  Mr, 
Canningham,  Mr.  Griffin's  Secretary.  Kot  a  eign  of  intelligenee, 
nor  an  expression  of  approbation  or  dissent,  was  made  io  the 
assemblj.  From  the  Sikh  and  Gboorka  sentries  standing  in  rear 
of  the  tent  to  the  fringe  of  tatterdemalion  retainers  peering  in 
over  the  sirdars'  heads,  all  were  qaiet  as  if  cogitating  npon  the 
new  policy  ennnciated.  Our  late  envoys  to  the  Sirdar,  Afznl  Khan 
and  Ibrahim  Ehan,  standing  behind  Sir  Donald  Stewart,  strt^ed 
their  beards  silently  and  prondly ;  this  was  the  outcome  of  their 
dangerous  journey  to  Khanabad.  Those  of  ns  who  had  marched 
with  Sir  Frederick  Roberts  over  the  Shutargardan,  and  home  the 
heat  and  burden  of  the  day  when  the  cry  of  "  retribution  "  was 
raised  after  Cavagnari's  death,  were  delighted  that  our  General's 
name  had  been  linked  with  those  of  Sir  Donald  Stewart  and 
Mr.  QrifBn  in  regard  to  that  work  of  settlement  which  the  Gov- 
ernment view  with  such  satisfaction.  There  is  a  tendency  to 
forget,  in  the  present  political  turmoil,  the  work  dooe  last 
autumn — work  for  which  no  reward  has  been  given  ;  and  this  is 
more  ungenerous  in  the  case  of  a  soldier,  such  as  General 
Boberts  proved  himself,  than  it  would  be  with  a  diplomat  who 
can  always  look  with  confidence  to  future  chances  of  distinction. 

The  Durbar  was  brought  to  an  end  by  an  earnest  appeal  on  Sir 
Donald  Stewart's  part  to  all  the  Sirdars  and  Chiefs,  who  were 
asked  to  sink  their  private  quarrels  and  unite  in  supporting  the 
new  Amir.  Major  Euan  Smith  rendered  this  appeal  in  Persian 
so  earnestly  and  vrith  such  emphuis  that  its  effect  vras  to  stir  a 
little  ripple  of  animation  in  the  dead  sea  of  faces  that  had  made 
no  sign  hitherto.  Sirdar  Yusnf  Khan  promised  on  his  own  part 
BO  to  act  for  the  good  of  his  country ;  and  with  his  spontan- 
eous little  outburBt  the  Durbar  dosed.    In  a  few  minutes  Generals 
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and  BnbalterDB  jostled  each  other,  Sirdars  and  Berranta  mingled 
in  fiimilar  groapa,  the  tents  were  clear,  the  guard  marching  off, 
and  thns  ooi  acknowledgment  of  Sirdar  Abdar  Rahman  Khan 
as  Amir  was  pnbliclj  made.  To-ds;  ia  the  22ad  of  Jul; ;  it  was 
on  the  24th  of  Jnly  last  year  that  Cavagnari  made  bia  entry  into 
Cabal  onder  the  aospicea  of  Yakab  Khan.  Then  all  aeemed 
plain-sailing';  now  the  ontlook  is  nearly  aa  placid ;  bat  all  who 
have  soldiered  over  the  Indus  since  November  1878  pray  that  the 
present  "  astisfactory  settlement "  may  not  prove  as  deceptive  and 
rotten  as  that  oonsummated  at  Gnndamak. 

The  Sirdars  present  in  Durbar  were  as  follow  : — 


Wall  Mahomed  Eban. 
YuBof  Khan. 
Sber  Mahomed  Khan. 
Nur  Mabomed  Khan. 
Mahomed  Sarwar  Khan. 
Shahbaz  Khan. 
Amin-ad-dowla  Eban. 


Mahomed  Aaaf  Kban. 
Oholam  Kban. 
Mahomed  Earim  Eban. 
Shahd  Mahomed  Eban. 
Mabomed  All  Jan. 
Abdnl  Eainm  Khan. 
Mahomed  Samir  Eban. 


27tA  Jvly. 
There  has  been  a  InU  since  the  sudden  ontburst  of  political 
activity  shown  in  the  Durbar  on  the  22nd  of  Jnly,  but  Uiere  is 
nothing  to  indicate  that  the  wheels  of  the  Indo-A^an  mill  which 
is  grinding  out  a  new  Government  for  Gabul  are  at  all  clogged. 
The  new  Amir  baa  just  left  Charikar,  bat  he  has  little  if  any 
armed  gathering  aboat  him,  and  if  be  is  to  take  over  Sberpnr 
and  the  Bala  Hissar  when  we  leave  he  on^t  to  have  at  least 
5,000  men  at  bia  back.  Onr  acknowledgment  of  Mb  daims  baa  of 
course  given  bim  new  prestige  in  the  eyea  of  many  of  the  chiefs ; 
and  as,  at  our  advice,  be  ib  wisely  adopting  a  conciliatory  tone 
both  towards  the  Gabtd  citizens  and  people  hitherto  devoted  to 
Shere  All's  family,  there  is  great  hope  that  bis  power  will  steadily 
expand.  Being  a  man  snBpicions  and  reticent  in  the  extreme,  he 
does  not  take  aa  much  into  his  confidence ;  hnt  bis  anxiety  to 
have  personal  iuteniewa  with  Sir  Donald  Stewart  and  Mr.  Lepel 
GriEKn  is  not  at  all  concealed.  It  is  well  known  here  that  there 
are  man;  points  of  detail  to  be  discussed  and  settled  before  we 
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leave,  and  Booh  BeUlement  can  be  far  more  easily  broaght  aboat 
by  persoDal  interriewa  than  b;  continaoiiB  letter-vritisg.  Ur. 
Lepel  Qrifiin  is  about  to  go  oat  to  General  Qongh's  camp  at  Eila 
Sushman,*  and  it  is  auderBtood  that  the  Amir  will  pitch  bis  camp 
at  Ak  Serai,  five  or  six  miles  farther  north  on  the  Istalif  Hoad. 
It  wonld  be  anwiae  for  our  repreBentative  to  go  oat  before  the 
Amir  has  actually  left  Charikar,  as  a  loss  of  dignity  woold  sorely 
result  from  any  appearance  of  "  waiting  apon  His  Majesty's 
pleasare."  On  Friday  Mr.  GrifBn  leaves  for  Eila  Dashman,  and 
upon  his  report  Sir  Donald  Stewart  will  time  his  own  visit  to 
Koh-Daman.  Then  we  shall  be  able,  at  last,  to  take  an  exact 
estimate  of  the  new  Amir's  strength,  and  form  some  judgment  of 
his  feeliDge  towards  the  British  Government.  An  exile  for  so 
many  years  from  Afghanistan,  he  may  pash  his  inqnisitiveness  as 
to  onr  intentions,  to  an  awkward  extent.  We  are  not  prepared  to 
promise  too  mnch  either  in  the  way  of  sabsidy  or  moral  support, 
and  before  any  conditions  are  made  we  may  have  to  probe  his 
relations  with  his  friends  at  Tasbkend  pretty  deeply.  The  &te  of 
Shere  Ali  should  serve  as  a  warning  to  Abdar  Babman;  bat 
prompted  by  Eanfinann  and  others,  he  may  look  npon  England 
under  a  Liberal  Qovemment  as  a  friend  and  ally  of  Russia. 
But,  if  I  mistake  not,  he  will  be  given  clearly  to  understand  that 
while  the  Courts  of  St.  James's  and  St.  Petersburg  may  be  on 
the  best  of  terms  with  each  other,  it  is  not  part  of  the  British 
policy  at  least  that  minor  kingdoms  such  as  Afghanistan  shonld 
conduct  their  foreign  relations  independently.  There  are  too 
many  interests  involved  for  us  to  tolerate  intrigues  by  any  foreign 
power  in  a  country  bordering  on  India ;  and  if  in  onr  generosity 
we  sink  our  claim  to  station  an  English  officer  at  Gabul,  we  shall 
demand  that  no  other  Soropean  State  shall  be  represented  there. 
"  Perish  India  I  "  is  not  yet  the  cry  of  the  Radical  party  in  Eng- 
land, and  until  that  watchword  has  been  accepted  by  the  English 
people,  our  best  efibrts  will  be  directed  to  warding  off  danger  from 
our  Indian  possessions.  In  onr  late  acknowledgment,  while  advis- 
ing the  Amir  to  remain  friendly  with  us,  we  made  no  mention  of  the 
conditions  under  which  that  friendship  could  be  best  maintained. 

[>  Eoh-Dunui  in  cooMqueiiM  of  (bo  lofbn- 
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That  task  still  Temuoa,  WbateTsr  the  Indian  Qovernment  may 
have  decided,  there  mnat  be  aome  tine  Ictid  down  to  guide  the 
Amir  in  his  coarse  of  action  when  he  has  made  his  power  sapreme 
over  all  rivals.  If  he  be  left  to  his  own  devices  he  may  invite  all 
his  friends  from  Bnasian  Turkistan  to  visit  him  in  the  Bala  His- 
sar,  and  India  may  again  he  startled  by  news  of  the  hononr  done 
in  Gabnl  to  the  representatives  of  the  Czar,  The  stories  told  of 
two  Bnasian  agents  being  in  the  camp  at  Khanabad  have  never 
really  been  discredited,  bat  it  is  anlikely  the  Amir  will  allow  them 
pnblicly  to  accompany  him  when  he  leaves  Ak  Serai  for  Zimma 
on  Saturday.  The  next  few  days  will  aee  the  final  details  of 
the  settlement  of  Cabnl  diacassed  and  formnlated,  and  when 
-  we  tnm  oar  backs  apon  the  oit?  next  month  we  shall  be  con- 
tent  in  oar  knowledge  that  we  have  left  the  most  powerful 
prince  to  ancceed  ns,  and  that  the  difQcnlties  he  will  have  to  face 
are  snfSciently  great  to  prevent  him  meddling  with  foreign  politica 
for  some  time  to  come. 

We  have  vrithdrawn  oar  gaard  of  sepoys  from  the  Kotwali  in 
the  city,  and  Sirdar  Wall  Mahomed  has  so  little  confidence  in  any 
but  British  bayonets  that  be  has  promptly  resigned  his  Governor- 
ship of  Cabnl.  Sirdar  Ynsof  Khan,  who  has  done  moch  to  aid  as 
in  re-establishing  a  settled  QoTemment,  has  been  made  Governor, 
and  holds  the  city  now  as  the  representative  of  the  Amir.  As  a 
conseqaence  of  this,  the  citizens  have  began  to  swagger  again  in 
all  their  tarbaleat  boastfnlness,  and  oar  soldiers  are  warned 
against  entering  the  bazaars.  Armed  men  are  now  constantly 
seen,  and  many  of  as  think  it  is  perhaps  a  little  premature 
to  repeal  the  law  forbidding  the  carrying  of  arms.  It  is  not  an 
uncommon  sight  now,  even  in  Sherpur,  to  meet  men  on  horse- 
back or  on  foot  vrith  Enfield  rifles  at  their  backs,  and  knives  in 
their  girdles.  To-day  I  saw  one  of  the  military  police  "  showing 
the  door  "  to  three  A%han  sepoys.  These  men  had  cross-belts, 
pouches,  and  bayonets,  but  carried  their  rifles  slung  over  their 
shoulders  in  a  very  unsoldier-like  way.  How  they  had  crept  into 
cantonments  no  one  oonld  find  out,  but  they  were  quite  aelf- 
pOBsessed,  and  were  very  observant  of  all  that  was  going  on. 
They  are  probably  sepoys,  who  being  sent  from  Cbarikar  to  recruit 
men  for  the  Amir's  army,  bad  taken  advantage  of  some  Pathan 
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being  on  Bentry  at  one  of  the  gates  to  walk  into  Sherpar  and 
criticize  our  airangementB. 

2n(I  A«gtu\. 
Interest  has  been  diTided,  during  the  past  week,  between  the 
startling  news  from  Candahar  *  and  the  near  approach  of  the  new 
Amir  to  Gabnl.  The  Candahar  news  is  serione  enough,  bot  we 
are  still  in  the  dark  as  to  the  exact  extent  of  onr  defeat  on  the 
Girishk  Road,  and  consequent!;  can  only  speculate  vagnely  npon 
the  resolts  of  the  action.  Already  a  strong  division  has  been 
told  off  to  march  sonthwards,  if  the  Government  of  India 
should  consider  the  necessity  snCGciently  urgent.  Sir  Frederick 
Roberts  will  have  command,  and  his  old  troops  will  be  quite  eqoal 
to  dealing  with  Ayub  Ehan,  if  the  latter  tries  to  follow  np  his 
first  success.  It  ma;  be  disappointing  to  regiments  jnst  on  the 
eve  of  returning  to  the  civiUzation  of  the  pluns  to  find  themselves 
marching  away  to  Candahar ;  but  the  work  has  to  be  done,  and 
our  soldiers  sink  their  feelings,  or  calculate  that  "  after  all  it  is 
only  reaching  the  railway  st  Sibi  instead  of  Bawal  Pindi."  The 
plan  is  to  take  a  division  made  up  of  British,  Ghoorka,  and 
Sikh  infantry,  with  a  fair  allowance  of  cavalry  and  two  or  three 
mountain  batteries  {indnding  the  screw-guns),  and  march  steadily 
apon  Candahar,  doing  oar  fighting  on  tiie  way,  bat  never  halting 
or  going  off  the  route  to  meet  the  enemy.  Of  course  the  flower 
of  the  force  about  Cabnl  having  been  taken  away  (say  10,000  men), 
it  would  be  imperative  that  the  army  left  in  Sberpur  should  retire 
apon  the  Ehyber  line,  letting  in  the  new  Amir  to  assume  power  tn 
Cabal  without  further  delay.  To  remain  in  occupation  of  Cabal 
would  be  false  policy,  as  not  only  would  the  people  be  irritated  at 
our  presence  and  tempted  to  harass  our  weakened  force,  bat  the 
Amir  would  grow  anpopular,  as  he  would  seem  to  be  allying  him- 
self too  intimately  with  the  Eafir  intraders.  The  diversion  of 
troops  to  Candahar  must  not  be  looked  upon  as  settled,  for  there 

*  The  Dsm  of  the  Mwvknd  dinster  rtsehed  Sir  Donkld  Stevui  on  Jul;  2&tli,  tb« 
Gnt  tdegrun  ipakking  of  the  "  uiniliilation "  of  Oenend  Bairavi'  hripde.  Tatnr 
telegnn*  ihaweil  tliat  the  defeat,  while  teriom  eDoagh,  wm  not  n  tanible  m  at  flnt 
reported.  Tbe  newi  vu  kept  u  MMiet  ■■  pouibta,  u  it  *u  fetiad  that  the  ncgotia- 
tioni  with  Abdor  Tt**""'"  might  be  del>]^  if  the  iinw  eemplicktiODi  in  Sootbeni 
Aighaniitan  were  made  kaown. 
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are  man;  coueideratioiis  yet  to  be  tboaght  of  before  sach  a  step 
oonld  be  taken.  The  defeat  of  the  brigade  at  EhaBk-i'Naklmd 
may  have  been  exaggerated,  or  Ayab'e  buccbbs  not  pushed  to  its 
foil  extent,  in  which  case  the  force  ander  General  Pbayre  at 
Pesbin  might  anffice  to  re-eBtablish  onr  power  in  Soathem 
Afghanistan.  Again,  Aynb  may  not  choose  to  waste  his  strength 
against  CandahaJr  itself,  bat  may  toro  northwards  and  march 
leisnrely  to  Q-hazni,  gathering  streogth  day  by  day.  In  this  case, 
we  certainly  should  not  send  a  force  &om  Candahar  to  follow  him, 
and  if  we  did  not  oocnpy  Ghazni  in  strength,  the  tenure  of  Abdar 
Bahman's  power  in  Gabnl  wonid  be  yery  short  indeed.  All  the 
Jacobin  faction  woald  be  united  at  Qbazni,  and  the  prestige 
attaching  to  Ayah  £ban  woold  make  him  a  leader  whom  the  new 
Amir  might  well  dread. 

Bat,  as  in  a  few  days  oar  coarse  of  action  will  probably  be  made 
clear,  the  Candahar  matter  can  be  left  where  it  stands,  while  local 
politics  are  dealt  with.  Onr  representatives  have  at  last  met 
Abdnr  Bahman  Khan  face  to  face,  and  although  part  of  their  pro- 
gramme— a  public  Dorbar — has  not  been  carried  oat,  still  it  is 
believed  such  satis&ctory  arrangements  have  been  made  that 
Cabnl  can  be  evacuated  doriDg  the  carrent  month.  On  Friday, 
Mr.  Lepel  Griffin,  Chief  Political  Officer,  and  his  Staff  went  out 
to  Brigadier-General  Charles  Oongh's  Camp  at  Eila  H^ee,  about 
nine  miles  due  north  of  Sherpnr,  on  the  Cbarikar  Bead.  Mr. 
Griffin  was  to  meet  the  Amir,  who  had  come  down  from  Charikar 
to  Ak-Serai,  and  was  to  smooth  away  such  difficulties  as  might 
crop  up  prior  to  the  holding  of  the  Duibar  on  Monday.  Sirdar 
Yusuf  Khan,  Governor  of  Cabul,  and  Captain  Bidgeway,  Assistant 
Political  Officer,  made  arrangements  for  the  interview,  which  was 
supposed  to  take  place  about  midway  between  Eila  Hajee  and  Ak- 
Serai.  A  vineyud  near  Zimma  was  first  proposed  by  Yusuf 
Khan,  but  this  was  objected  to,  possibly  because  the  temper  of 
the  Amir's  followers  was  known  to  be  very  uncertain,  and  it  is 
always  well  to  be  on  guard  against  Afghan  fanaticism.  Finally, 
a  hill  was  chosen  a  little  off  the  road,  and  on  this  a  large  tent, 
sent  out  from  Sherpur,  was  pitched.  The  hill  was  five  miles  from 
Eila  Hiyee,  and  only  two  from  the  Amir's  camp  at  Ak-Serai,  but 
of  this  little  acconnt  was  made.    At  half-past  seven,  on  Satorday 
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morning,  a  sqattdron  of  the  9tb  LaDoers,  the  8rd  Bengal  CaTsliy, 
and  the  8rd  Punjab  Cavalry, — the  whole  onder  the  command  of 
Colonel  MaokfloEie,  of  the  Srd  Bengal  Cavalry, — formed  np  at 
Eila  Hajee  aa  escort  to  Mr.  Griffin,  who  was  aceompanied  by 
Major  Haatings  and  his  political  stafT,  and  a  few  officers  whom 
onriosity  prompted  to  tnra  out.  A  few  Ghoorkas  held  the  Kotal 
a  mile  from  camp,  bat  beyond  this  no  display  of  infantry  was 
made.  The  Lancera  and  the  Srd  Bengal  Cavalry  trotted  on  ahead, 
and  the  road  to  Zimma  was  followed,  np  hill  and  down  ravine, 
nntil  the  Dnrbar  tent  was  sighted  on  the  crest.  The  oonotry  abont 
was  very  fertile,  vineyards  and  orchards  abounding,  while  north- 
wards towards  letalif  a  mass  of  rotation  was  seen.  On  arrival 
at  the  Dnrbar  tent  a  halt  was  called,  the  9th  Lancers  forming  np 
near  the  entrance,  while  the  native  cavalry  drew  off  to  some  dis- 
tancebelow.  Abont  200  yards  to  the  north  the  Amir's  private  tent 
had  been  pitched,  and  abont  this  some  100  of  his  retainers  were 
seen  to  be  gathered.  Mr.  Griffin  sent  Captain  Bidgeway,  IS1. 
Cunningham,  Bajah  Jehandad  Khan,  and  A&nl  Ehan  to  escort 
the  Amir  up  the  hill,  and  with  the  remainder  of  the  British 
officers,  about  twenty  in  number,  waited  near  the  Darbar  tent. 
The  Amir  met  the  party  of  fonr,  as  it  appeared,  at  the  entrance 
of  his  tent,  and  after  the  nsnal  formal  salntation,  a  move  was 
made  up  the  slope.  One  of  the  Amir's  attendants  nnfnrled  a  large 
red  nmbrella,  his  white  charger  with  gorgeoas  trappings  was  led  in 
rear ;  and  with  a  small  mob  of  armed  retainers  following,  his 
Highness  walked  slowly  along.  ^.  Griffin,  as  in  courtesy  bound, 
met  him  half-way,  hands  were  cordially  shaken,  and  then  evety- 
one  made  for  the  large  square  tent  which  offered  grateful  shelter 
from  the  snn. 

The  troopers  of  the  9th  Lancers  formed  a  striking  contrast  to 
the  100  men  of  the  Amir's  body-gnard,  none  of  whom  were  clad 
alike,  and  whose  "nniform  "  deserved  its  name  on  one  gronnd — 
it  was  of  uniform  irregularity.  The  arms  of  these  men  of  motlsy 
were  equally  cnrioas :  Martinis,  Sniders,  Ghassepots,  Minims,  such 
were  some  of  the  rifles  ;  while  double-barrelled  shot-gnns,  match- 
locks, and  jVtezaib  were  also  conspicuous.  The  guard  had  been 
chosen  probably  from  among  men  whom  the  Amir  could  thoroa^^y 
trust,  as  he  could  from  his  Tnrkistan  regiments  easily  hare  taken 
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two  companies  armed  with  rifles  of  the  same  pattern.  Within 
the  tent  a  semicircle  of  chairs  had  been  placed  at  the  head  of 
three  long  narrow  tables,  on  which  were  some  English  sweetmeats 
and  Gabnli  confectionery.  The  Amir,  witti  whom  was  Sirdar 
AJznl  Khan,  the  Khan  of  Eolab,  and  half  a  dozen  personal 
attendants,  including  a  bvoiirite  slave-boy,  went  through  the 
ordeal  of  receiving  all  the  officers  introdaced  to  him,  with  qniet 
self-possession  and  good-hamonr.  Behind  him,  in  the  verandah  ■ 
of  the  tent,  were  olnstered  his  wild-looking  body-gaard,  with  their 
weapons  carried  in  every  piotnresqae  style  of  carelessness ;  each 
man  looking  npon  Uie  ceremonious  introdnctions  with  more  of 
contempt  than  enrioeity.  The  Amir's  demeanour  was  a  surprise 
to  everyone,  from  Mr.  Grifi^  downwards.  From  the  photograph 
bronght  by  Afzul  Khan  from  Khanabad,  one  was  led  to  expect  a 
gross,  sensnal-Iooking  man  on  the  usual  stereotyped  pattern  of 
Barakzai  Sirdars.  The  reality  was  quite  different :  a  man  of 
middle-age,  broadly-bnilt  but  not  obese,  with  features  marked  and 
worn  by  care  and  anxiety,  bat  lighted  up  by  a  smile  which  gave 
character  and  pleasantness  to  the  whole  face.  His  dress  was  quiet 
and  nnostentations ;  a  bine  coat,  half  uniform,  with  gold  epau- 
lettes ;  a  pair  of  cloth  breeches,  short  riding  boots,  a  handsome 
sword  and  belt,  and  a  cap  of  Astrakan  fur,  with  the  ribbon  of  an 
order  (perhaps  Turkish)  let  in  deeply  in  front.  So  winning 
a  manner  had  the  Amir  that  men  who  came  quite  prepared 
to  revile  him,  went  away  most  favourably  impressed.  He  is 
not  the  "  brute  "  an  Afghan  Sirdar  usually  is,  and  his  after-con- 
versation with  our  political  officers  showed  him  to  be  familiar  with 
Western  ideas,  and  to  have  made  good  use  of  the  time  he  has 
spent  in  Tashkend. 

After  the  introdactione  had  been  got  through,  the  tent  was 
cleared  of  all  but  those  who  were  to  take  part  in  the  "  discussion." 
I  am  not  sure  if  the  word  should  be  used ;  but  as  there  is  a 
great  objection  to  the  use  of  the  term  "  negotiations,"  I  will  lot 
it  stand.  With  Mr.  Griffin  remained  Major  Hastings,  Mr.  Cun- 
ningham, CS,  (Secretary),  and  Mr.  Christie  (the  officer  in  charge 
of  the  Political  Intelligence  Department) ;  with  the  Amir,  Yusuf 
Ehan,  and  a  Moonshee,  who  took  notes  of  what  was  said.  Out  of 
ear-shot  in  the  tent  s&t,  also,  the  Ehan  of  Eulab,  who  dozed 
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daring  the  intemew  in  happy  nncoDscioasQess  of  what  was  going 
on.  Ontside,  in  the  Taraci^hs,  the  sweetmeats  were  served  roand 
to  all  who  chose  to  partake  of  them,  and  the  Amir's  aerrantB  also 
handed  round  cups  of  tea,  which  Afghan  and  Britisher  alike  sipped 
while  the  three  honrs  of  the  interriew  slipped  awa;.  The  tents 
of  the  Afghan  army  could  be  seen  amid  t^e  -rineyards,  a  couple 
of  miles  away ;  bnt  no  sign  of  the  5,000  or  6,000  armed  men 
.known  to  be  in  rear  of  the  near  hill  coald  be  detected.  Onr 
cavalry  were  the  chief  fignres  in  the  landscape,  which  was  as 
peaceful  as  could  be  wished.  The  interview  with  the  Amir 
lasted  &om  9  o'clock  till  coon,  and  no  donbt  many  state  secrets 
were  aired,  and  mnch  mntnal  croBS-qnestioning  gone  through. 
The  following  may  be  taken  as  the  purport  of  the  conversation  : 
— The  Amir  expressed  himself  most  anzions  to  do  everything  to 
secure  the  throne  for  himself,  and  to  remain  on  friendly  terms 
with  QB ;  but  he  confessed  his  present  weakness,  and  asked  what 
we  were  prepared  to  do  for  him.  Quoting  our  generous  conduct 
towards  Shere  Ali  and  the  gifts  of  gnus,  ammunition,  and  money 
we  had  made  to  that  monarch,  he  let  it  be  inferred  that  he  also 
shonld  expect  the  same  kind  of  treatment.  What  answer  he  got 
I  am  not  prepared  to  say ;  but  if  it  were  that  he  would  receive 
money  but  no  arms,  I  should  not  be  surprised.  He  mts  told 
that  necessity  might  arise  for  marching  troops  &om  Cabul  to 
Candabar,  as  Ayub  Ehan  had  shown  unexpected  strength  in  the 
south ;  and  in  answer  to  the  queBtion  whether  there  wonld  be 
objections  raised  to  such  a  march,  he  said  he  should  like  to  con- 
sist the  people  with  him.  No  doabt  the  three  hours  were  profit* 
ably  filled,  and  our  representative  at  least  learned  that  the  2,000 
Tnrkiatan  troops  with  the  Amir  were  exceedingly  SQspicious  of  all 
his  dealings  with  the  British,  and  particularly  objected  to  his 
virating  General  dough's  camp.  They  had  an  idea  that  treacheiy 
was  contemplated,  and  that  Abdur  Rahman  might  be  spirited  off 
to  India  to  keep  Yakub  Ehan  company.  At  noon  the  Amir 
appeared  with  Mr.  3riffin  at  the  door  of  the  tent,  the  Lancers 
saluted,  farewells  were  exchanged,  and  in  a  few  minutes  oui 
representative  and  escort  were  cantering  back  to  £ila  Hajee,  while 
the  Amir  was  thoagfatfnlly  returning  to  his  excited  followers  at 
Ak-Serai. 
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It  was  still  believed  on  Saturday  that  a  Darbar  at  Ella  Hajee 
could  be  ananged,  and  Sir  Donald  Stewart,  Sir  Frederick  Boberta 
and  their  Staffs  rode  out  to  0eoeral  Gongb's  camp.  The  Onides' 
cavalry  and  four  gans  of  Q-3,  R.A.,  with  blank  cartridges  for 
salating  purposes,  also  moved  ont  to  Kila  Hajee.  On  Saturday 
night  tiie  Amii'a  troops  occapied  the  Kotal,  a  mile  from  onr 
camp,  evidently  fearing  a  surprise,  and  only  withdrew  at  daylight 
on  Sunday.  General  Googh  equally  mistmBted  them,  and  a  com- 
pany of  each  regiment  Blept  fully  accoatred  in  their  respective 
quarter-guardH.  A  second  interview  between  Mr.  QrifiSn  and  the 
Amir  took  place  yesterday  (Sunday)  morning,  but  in  view  of  the 
nneasiness  among  the  Tnrkistani  troops,  the  precaution  was 
taken  of  sending  four  companies  of  our  infantry  to  within  a  mile 
of  Uie  Darbar  tents,  and  the  £otal  in  rear  vras  also  held  in  force. 
The  conversation  of  the  previous  day  was  renewed,  and  I  under* 
stand  the  Amir  said  the  tribes  might  object  to  a  force  marcliing 
to  Candabar,  but  that  if  no  long  halts  were  made  on  the  way, 
there  coald  be  no  objection  on  bis  part.  Finally,  the  Amir  asked 
that  all  English  and  nativo  officials  might  withdraw,  and  for  an 
hour  he  remained  in  conversatioQ  with  Mr.  Grif^.  As  we  have 
since  heard  that  everything  has  been  satisfactorily  settled,  it  is  to 
be  supposed  that  the  "  bargain  " — if  a  mde  mercantile  term  may 
be  imported  into  high  poIiti(» — was  closed,  and  that  the  Amir 
Abdnr  Rahman  Kban  has  declared  bis  readiness  to  occupy  Gabul, 
as  we  march  ont  in  a  week  or  more,  and  will  thereafter  abide  in 
his  friendly  sentiments  towards  the  Britisb.  No  Darbar,  there- 
fore, was  held  this  morning,  and  now  onr  Generals  and  Politicals 
are  once  more  safe  within  the  walls  of  Sherpnr,  and  we  are  all 
discassing  the  chances  of  10,000  men  having  to  return  to  India  by 
way  of  Gandabar  and  Qnetta. 

A  little  incident  occurred  at  Zimma  on  Sunday,  which  shows 
that  the  pestilent  moollah  is  always  taking  occasion  to  aronse  the 
pebple's  passions  against  us.  While  the  Amir  and  Mr.  GrifBn  were 
closeted  together,  a  ragged-looking  man  (a/dAir)  approached  the  tent 
and  began  shrieking  ont,  whereupon  old  Nakshband  Khan,  an  ez- 
Bessaldar  of  Native  Cavalry,  called  out  to  the  Amir's  sentries  to  drive 
him  off.  There  was  a  sentry  at  each  comer  of  the  tent,  and  one  of 
these  men  promptly  stoned  the  mooUak,  Nakshband  explaining. 
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■with  much  energetic  abnse,  that  such  beasts  did  all  the  mischief 
in  the  country.  The  mooHafc*  haw  been  very  quiet  of  late,  bnt 
with  Aynb's  succeaB  as  a  text,  they  may  again  begin  preaching  war 
to  the  knife  against  all  Kafirs. 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 


Pnrtfaer  DM«lii  ol  Um  Humncl  DimiMr— A  Fai«e  ordtnd  to  mudi  fran  Otbol  U 
CandihM— Aid  giyon  by  ths  Amii— Fanvell  JMnner  lo  Bir  P.  Roberta— Detiik  «( 
the  Foroe  deatia«d  for  Feshftww— Ctamng  Seenea  of  tlie  Oecapation  of  Cibiil— 
Inlerriaw  belvMD  the  Amir  and  Sir  Donald  Stawut— A  Friecdlr  IiMTe-takiar- 
TheBtaenationafaiurpnr  on  Angiut  11th— FeacafolHftrdi  to  India — TheAmnp- 
menia  outde  with  tba  Amir— Gnmt  of  £lSO,fiOa  and  TMrtj  Oona— Tha  Forti  \A 
intact  about  Cabnl-^WeaknoM  of  incli  a  FoUcy. 

6tA  AM.gatt,  1880. 
On  the  4th  of  Aogast  orders  were  received  from  the  Oovemtneiit 
of  India  for  a  force  10,000  strong  nnder  Lientenant-General  Sir 
F.  Roberts  to  march  &om  Cabal  to  the  relief  of  Candahar ;  bat  it 
was  not  antU  last  evening  that  the  fall  meaning  of  the  sinister 
news  &om  G&ndahar  was  generally  recognized  in  camp.  So  m&eh 
secrecy  had  been  kept  regarding  the  earlier  despatches,  no  doabl 
in  the  hope  that  later  news  wonld  show  the  disaster  to  have  been 
exaggerated,  that  nntil  Colonel  St.  John's  long  telegram  giving 
detaUs  of  the  losses  was  issned  in  the  Club,  we  coold  not  accept 
the  defeat  at  Ehask>i-Hakhnd  as  a  reality.  In  a  large  camp  like 
this  wild  romoars  obtain  ready  circulation ;  they  are  believed  for  ■ 
day,  or  a  week,  antil  some  new  theory  is  broached  and  a  new  tun 
given  to  tho  cnrrent  of  men's  thoughts.  First  we  believed  that 
General  Barrows'  Brigade  had  indeed  been  annihilated ;  then  tlie 
afiair  sank  into  a  reconnaissance  in  which  two  companies  of  the 
66th  had  been  cnt  up  to  a  man,  and  two  gnns  lost ;  and  at  last, 
when  it  became  known  that  General  Boberts  was  to  form  a  dhri- 
sioD  to  march  southward,  the  behef  became  general  that  oar  army 
in  Candahar  had  been  roaghly  handled,  and  that  Ayub  Khan's 
snecess  was  growing  with  alarming  strides.    When  Colonel  St. 
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John's  telegram  was  read  outside  the  Glah-honee  to  an  audience  of 
twenty  or  thirty  officers,  we  conid  acaroely  realize  that  1,200  of  onr 
men  had  heen  killed  in  open  fight,  and  that  the  remainder  of  the 
ill-fated  brigade  had  made  the  best  of  their  way  back  to  Candahar 
over  an  almost  waterless  conntry.  Bnt  there  was  no  mistaking 
the  hard  fkcts  set  forth ;  the  list  of  officers  killed  and  wounded ; 
and  the  ominona  dosing  paragraph  that  the  British  garrison  was 
preparing  for  a  siege.  Oar  past  experience  in  December  had 
tanght  ns  one  salutary  lesson ;  the  A^ans  respond  to  the  call  of 
a  snccessfnl  leader  with  a  readiness  which  defies  all  ordinary  cal- 
colatioss ;  and  we  saw  that  tiiere  mi^t  indeed  be  good  canse  for 
marching  eren  snch  war-worn  regiments  as  those  abont  Cabnl 
ri^t  down  to  distant  Candahar.  Oar  hearts  were  light  a  fort- 
night ago  at  the  prospect  of  an  early  retnm  to  India,  for  the 
campaign  has  been  a  trying  one,  and  officers  and  men  have  grown 
very  weary  of  the  endless  see-saw  in  the  political  world  wherein 
Mr.  Chiffin  and  Abdnr  Rahman  are  the  chief  fignres.  All  hopes 
were  dashed  when  the  order  went  forth  for  a  new  and  ardnons 
march,  with  the  prospect  of  guerilla  fighting  half  the  way ;  and  it 
must  be  confessed  that  at  first  there  were  heart;  cnrsea  bestowed 
apon  the  heads  of  those  responsible  fbr  the  change  in  the  pro- 
gramme. But  when  the  details  of  the  disaster  were  made  known, 
the  duty  of  relieving  Candahar  was  accepted  quietly  and  with  a 
certun  pride,  all  sense  of  personal  discomfort  and  danger  being 
snnk  in  the  feeling  that  the  credit  of  our  army  must  be  vindicated 
without  useless  delay.  To  form  one  of  a  picked  force  such  as 
General  Boberts  has  now  under  his  orders  is  no  common  fortsne, 
for  certainly  not  in  the  whole  of  India  could  a  better  lot  of  fight- 
ing men  be  got  together  than  that  now  waiting  the  final  order  to 
march.  We  are  self-conscious  of  our  own  strength,  and  are  jnst  a 
little  impatient  that  it  cannot  be  put  forth  at  once,  while  oar 
enemies  ore  still  in  the  flush  of  success.  To  meet  10,000  British, 
Sikh,  and  Ghoorka  soldiers — for  Sir  Frederick  Roberts's  force  is 
made  np  almost  entirely  of  these  races — would  try  the  mettle  of  a 
better  armed  and  disciplined  army  than  the  Afghans  can  ever  hope 
to  pat  in  the  field ;  and  if  this  force  cannot  do  the  work  marked 
out  for  it,  then  our  military  supremacy  in  the  East  must  indeed 
be  coming  to  an  end.   I  do  not  care  to  play  the  part  of  a  trumpeter 

0  a  2 


u.^.,,.;;L,C'OOgIC 


452  The  Afghan  War,   1879—80. 

to  the  Cabul  army,  bat  the  merits  of  the  regiments  now  brigaded 
are  too  great  to  be  lightly  paaeed  by.  The  trust  which  is  placed 
in  the  infantry  and  their  breech-loaders  appears  at  once  from  tlu 
fact  that  DO  field  artilleiy  is  to  be  taken,  (jteneral  Boberts  will 
have  only  three  mole  batteries  (T-ponnders),  although  one  of  these 
is  of  conrse  the  screw-gon  battery,  which  has  a  repatation  fn 
aconnu^  and  range  that  cannot  be  equalled  by  onr  9-ponnden. 
With  these  three  batteries  (in  all  eighteen  gnns),  we  have  to  meet 
Aynb  Khan's  thirty  or  forty  guns,  and  we  are  going  out  apon  odi 
errand  withont  any  fear  of  resnlta :  our  screw-gans  can  ailenoe 
one  or  two  of  the  batteries  which  were  tomed  upon  onr  little  fone 
at  Ehnsk-i-Nakhnd,  and  our  infantry  can  deal  with  the  teet. 
We  shall  meet  Aynb  Khan,  presumably,  either  within  mght  of 
Candahar,  or  on  the  Qbazni  Road,  and  then  his  army  of  re^olus 
and  ghazis  will  have  a  fair  opportnni^  of  measaring  itself  against 
a  British  force  worthy  of  the  name.  We  shall  not  make  the  bttl 
mistake  of  scattering  onr  brigades  over  the  country  aide,  eacb 
liable  at  any  moment  to  be  taken  in  detul  and  broken  up  by  OTer- 
whelming  numbers.  Onr  march  has  not  yet  begnn,  and  there  are 
soothsayers  in  our  midst  who  foretell  a  journey  to  Ohasni  only, 
and  then  a  backward  movement  towards  the  Shntargardan— Can- 
dahar  having  been  relieved  in  the  meantime  by  General  Fhayre ; 
but  if  it  should  be  our  lot  to  cut  ourselves  off  for  three  weeks 
from  the  onter  world,  there  need  be  no  anxiety  as  to  our  fate ;  ve 
are  well  able  to  take  care  of  ourselves. 

The  behaviour  of  the  Amir,  since  he  has  learnt  that  a  stroiig 
force  will  march  to  Candahar,  hM  been  all  ttiat  could  be  wished. 
He  is  sage  enough  to  see  that  Aynb  Ehan  is  the  only  dangeroas 
rival  he  now  has  in  Afghanistan,  and  if  we  break  up  the  Heist 
army,  Cabul  will  be  made  quite  safe.  The  Amir  has  also  sent 
several  men  of  importance  to  travel  a  day's  march  ahead  of  onr 
army,  and  arrange  with  the  laaliks  for  the  provision  of  sappUes. 
If  these  officials  of  Abdor  Bahman  really  do  their  work  properl;, 
our  Commissariat  ofKcers  will  find  their  task  of  feeding  16,000 
fighting  men  and  followers  greatly  lightened.  South  of  Gbanu 
we  shall  have  to  tmst  mostly  to  our  own  foraging  parties,  and  ve 
shall  doubtless  be  on  half-rations  before  Khelat-i-Ghilzai  is  reached. 
Sir  Donald  Stewart  on  the  march  to  Cabul  had  at  times  difficulty 
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ia  collecting  sapplies,  as  tha  villages  on  the  road  were  deserted, 
and  if  the  peaaants  hare  not  eince  rotumed  to  look  after  their 
crops  the  country  will  cot  furnish  much  food.  However,  our  own 
resoarcea  will  carry  as  over  half  the  distance  at  least,  and  a  few 
double  matches  will  make  Ehelat-i-Qbilzai  seem  not  so  far  off  after 
all,  Mnshk-i-Alam  has  accepted  the  new  order  of  things  in  such 
a  thorough-going  spirit  that  he  now  talks  of  coming  in  with 
Mahomed  Jan  and  accompanyiDg  Sir  Donald  Stewart's  army  to 
India.  Both  oar  late  foes  are  anxious  to  make  a  pUgrimage  to 
Mecca. 

Last  night  the  Political  Officers  gave  a  farewell  dinner  in 
honour  of  General  Boberts,  at  which  Sir  Donald  Stewart  and  the 
chief  officers  of  the  force  were  present.  In  responding  to  the 
toast  of  his  health  Sir  Frederick  Roberts  made  the  following 
characteristic  speech : — 

"Hm.  Qurru,  Sib  Dohild  SnwiH,  i>i>  Qhiuium, — 

' '  I  Hucalf  know  lio<r  to  thank  jod  kll  tor  tlui  UdiI  «■;  ia  vlilah  jon  hiTu 
drunk  mf  hoilUi,  ud  that  ol  tha  Colonm  nodar  ordcra  lor  C!aiid>bai.  To  the  Tar; 
flattering  tarma  in  which  Mr.  QrifGn  hia  apokcn  of  ma  I  iboDld  hara  conDdanbla 
difficiilij  in  rcpljiDg,  vera  it  not  that  I  can  boDcstlyaaj  that  anj  inocaMea  which  I  maj 
ban  attainad  hitherto  hna  bean  dne  antirel;  to  the  eiperienoed  aomDaudGrB  I  have 
had  with  me,  the  moat  eapabla  Staff  tbat  erer  aoMunpanied  a  Etanenl  effieer  in  the 
field,  and  tha  gaUantry  and  diadpline  of  tha  troopa  under  me.  I  do  Del  think  there 
emr  hare  been,  and  1  donbt  if  (here  erer  will  be,  more  effident  troofa  aant  from  India 
than  thoaa  which  Qenerat  Stewart  and  I  hare  had  the  honour  to  eommand  for  the  Uat 
two  jaMi.  With  inch  troop*  anoeen  ia  a  oartain^.  Withont  wiaUng  to  nndemte  tha 
daujer*  and  difficulliea  of  the  taak  befoie  na,  I  feel  quite  oonldont  that  the  affiaiant 
foroa  wbich  Sir  Donald  Stewart  baa  placed  at  my  '<i»pn— I  will  aooaeed  in  reaobing 
Caadahar  aa  qmeklj  a*  pMuUe,  and  in  efleetnallT  diapoong  of  any  Afghan  army  tbat 
may  be  hrooght  againat  na.  Aa  Ur.  QrilBn  haa  aaid,  we  moat  all  deplora  the  eanee  whiah 
reqnirea  Cabal  troopa  to  be  now  lent  to  Candabw.  A  fewdajaagowewereaUoangntn- 
lating  oumlTea  BpOD  the  proapeol  of  a  ipeedy  retom  to  India.  Some  of  ua  bad  lud  in  a 
■tore  of  Nipal  papperlor  nee  at  home ;  othan,  I  baTe  heard,  had  aetnally  named  an  early 
data  for  laaTinf  Bombay  tor  England.  Well,  Sir  Donald  Stewart  ia  willing  to  goamntee — 
aad  wen  it  not  an  indeOMVn*  thinf  for  an  offioer  ao  high  in  rank,  woold  even  bat — that  wo 
(hall  reach  Indik  again,  wdOiadahar,  inNorembeineit.  Geotlemea,  thia  ia  a  oanalry 
of  great  inoartaintiea.  We  hare  been  living  in  a  atate  of  nnoartainty  tor  many  montba  ; 
bnt,  thanka  to  the  politieal  iklU  ol  onr  kind  heat,  aflSun  have  daring  the  last  few  weeks 
III  iigi  laaiiil  BO  rapidly  and  faTouimbly  that  we  have  rcaaon  to  hope  the  oonntry  may  ni>w 
bare  OMnparatiTe  iwt  and  quiet,  and  that  aome  aettled  feroi  of  goreniment  will  be 
eetkbliahed.  However,  we  moat  not  be  too  aangaine:  and  I  truat  tbat  onr  fellow- 
oonntiymen,  who  hare  not  had  the  wme  opportanity  that  we  hare  had  of  knowing 
(i  fghanlalan  and  the  Afghani,  will  not  be  diaappcnntad  if  mattera  do  not  go  altogether 
aauMthlj  after  the  Briliali  troop*  leave  Oabal.     No  Amir  baa  ever  jet  oceapiod  the 
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tlirone  for  my  tims  nctil  he  hu  prored  himiclf  eapafals  of  goremuig  the  Miiiiti7,  wid 
it  it  not  likelj  that  Amir  Abdar  Eihmui  vill  ^  ui  eiceptioa.  Wc  all  know  wkat 
diffioalliea  Hi.  Qriffin  bu  had  to  «onl«nd  with,  and  we  ali  rcjoics  at  the  great  anSMM 
whieh  hai  attended  hi>  efforts — e?oria  eo  ahlj  aaiiited  bj  the  Political  Officera  now  witk 
him.  It  now  remain*  for  Abdw  Babmwi  to  ahow  that  he  ii  c^wble  of  filling  the  gnat 
poutioD  in  which  be  hu  been  placed.  Prom  the  eonnnenceinflit  oF  this  «»mpugD,  t^e 
Polildlial  Officer!  hare  borne  aa  important,  if  not  w  actare,  work  u  the  soldier.  F^nt 
and  tonunoet  the  gallant  CaTagnari,  known  to  and  monmed  bj  oa  all,  and  mora  than 
liked  bf  manj  of  lu  :  with  him  man;  brare  men  (ell,  and  it  ww  to  avenge  their  base 
and  treacheroiu  mardcr  that  this  toroe  otuna  to  Cabal.  It  is  a  great  satiefactioil  to  ne 
to  thick  that  at  preunt,  at  an;  rate,  no  offioen  will  be  required  to  remain  at  Cabnl, 
and  tliat  all  the  Political  Officera  I  see  aroond  me  will  return  to  India  with  the  tewpi. 
But  1  feel  qnil«  eaie  if  the  deeunon  had  been  otherwiae,  officera  would  hare  been  fosnd 
Id  aooept  the  dangerona  poit,  either  offioen  of  the  eiTil  aerrice,  or  amongst  thoaa 
militarr  politicala  who  hare  gained  for  themselTca  a  repalatiMi  on  the  frontier  and 
other  parts  of  India." 

The  foregoing  was  the  last  of  my  letters  from  Slierpar  as  on 
the  8th  of  Angust  I  joined  the  forco  destined  for  Gandabar. 
Accordingly,  I  will  here  briefly  snmmariza  the  events  which 
occurred  at  Gabul  after  the  march  npon  Gandahar  had  been  b^nn. 
The  force  left  in  Sherpor  and  in  the  fortifications  about  Csbnl 
were  the  2nd  DiTision  nnder  the  Command  of  Major-G^eseral 
Hills.    They  were  brigaded  6»  follows : — 

1st  Brigade.— General  C.  Gongh— 9th  Foot,  28tb  Ponjab  Native 
In&ntry,  46th  Sikhs. 

and  Brigade. — General  Hughes — 59th  Foot,  3rd  Ghoorkas,  19th 
Ponjab  Native  Infantry. 

8rd  Brigade. — General  Dannt — 67th  Foot,  5th  Punjab  Infanby, 
27th  Punjab  Native  Infantry. 

Cavalry  Brigade. — Geoeral  Fallieer — 1st  Ponjab  Cavalry,  2nd 
Ponjab  Cavalry. 

ArtiUery.— 11-11  B.A.,  and  G-4  R.A. 

With  camp-followers  and  servants  there  were  about  20,000  men 
in  the  Diviaion.  Sir  Donald  Stewart  waited  tmtil  Sir  Freddriek 
Boberts  had  entered  the  Upper  Logar  Valley  and  heliograpfaie 
communication  had  ceased  before  giving  the  order  to  evacuate 
Sherpur.  The  troops  were  all  nnder  canvas  ready  to  file  oat  at 
a  moment's  notice.  The  following  extract  from  a  letter  written 
by  a  tmstworthy  correspondent  will  give  an  exact  idea  of  the  actoal 
evacnation : — 
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"BuTKHAE,  IKA  Auguit. 

"  Late  in  the  eveniBg  of  tlie  lOtb  instant  arrangements  were 
finally  concluded  for  an  interview  between  His  Higlineas  the  Amir 
Abdnr  Bahman  Khan  and  the  British  repreBentativea  in  Cahnl. 
Whether  a  meetiiig  conld  be  arranged  was  donbtfnl,  I  understand, 
np  to  neail;  nine  o'clock;  and  if  it  had  not  taken  place,  Sir 
Donald  Stewart  would  have  had  to  forego  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
the  Amir  whom  hie  efibrts  have  done  80  much  towards  placing  on 
the  throne  of  Cabul.  Bnt  good  fortune  favooied  Sir  Donald. 
The  camp  of  the  Amir  had  been  moved  during  the  morning  of 
the  loth  to  Deh  Gopak,  a  small  secladed  Tillage  about  three  miles 
from,  and  within  eas;  sight  of,  the  Sherpnr  cantonments.  Prior 
to  this,  the  camp  had  been  at  Kila  Murad  Beg,  six  miles  &om 
Cabal,  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  first  low  range  of  hills  beyond 
the  lake.  His  Highness  did  not,  however,  aniTe  at  Deh  Gopidi  till 
eight  o'clock  in  the  erening ;  and  here  he  was  agreeably  Borprised 
to  find  Sirdar  Mahomed  Afzol  Khan  waiting  for  him.  This  dis- 
tingnished  gentleman,  who,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  the  lead- 
ing member  of  the  Mission  to  TurUstan  at  the  beginning  of 
n^otiations  with  Abdar  Bahman,  had  been  fitly  selected  as  the 
bearer  of  the  (Jovemment  presents  to  the  Amir.  They  consisted 
of  a  handsome  grey  EngUsh  horse,  a  rifle,  a  pair  of  pistols  and  a 
gold  watch.  The  Sirdar  arrived  at  Deh  Gopak  abont  six  o'clock, 
and  had  to  wait  two  hoars  before  the  Amir  arrived.  He  was 
greatly  pleased  with  the  presents ;  insisted  on  the  Sirdar's  dining 
with  him ;  presented  him  with  a  Ksshmir  shawl  and  a  few  other 
articles  of  dress ;  and  on  dismissiDg  him,  sent  a  message  to  Uie 
effect  that  he  wonld  be  glad  to  meet  the  British  ofBcers  at  sevoD 
o'clock  the  following  morning.  It  will  thns  be  seen  that  the  Amir 
has  got  the  better  of  the  absurd  sospicions  which  not  only  made 
him  backward  in  dealing  with  na,  bat  aotaally  led  him  to  throw 
away  the  food  near  which  a  stranger  had  mer^y  passed,  from  fear 
of  being  poisoned. 

"Before  the  retam  of  Mahomed  Afzul  Khan,  a  tent  had  been 
pitched  within  a  couple  of  handred  yards  of  the  cantonment  walls 
in  antieipation  of  the  Amir's  consent  to  come  in  ;  so  that  thon^ 
the  interview  was  not  decided  upon  till  so  late,  there  was  no  bosUe 
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or  confasioii.  Sir  Donald  Stewart  and  the  CMef  Political  Officer 
had  moTed  tmder  canTae  in  the  centre  of  the  cantonments,  and  sa 
all  tents  and  baggage  had  to  be  ready  to  start  by  5  A.if.,  there  wu 
a  weary  period  of  waiting  in  the  open  air,  under  a  sun  sufficiently 
warm  eren  at  six  o'dock.  At  a  few  minates  before  seven,  the 
eaeort  of  Qnides'  Cavalry  rode  np ;  the  General  monnted,  and 
followed  by  a  string  of  some  thirty  or  forty  officers  approached 
the  tent,  which  was  in  a  field  about  twenty  paces  &om  the  road- 
side. As  soon  as  the  British  party  got  outside  the  Heod-qnartera' 
Gate,  the  Amir  and  his  followers  were  seen  coming  from  the  oppo- 
site direction.  Half  a  mile  in  bis  rear  on  the  side  of  a  hill  weze 
a  large  nnmber  of  his  troops,  both  cavalry  and  in&ntry ;  bat  the 
nombet  of  followers  with  His  Highness  was  hardly  more  than 
sixty ;  and  only  two  of  his  sepoys  were  on  sentry  at  the  tent  itself. 
The  two  parties  met  exactly  in  front  of  the  path  leading  to  the 
tent.  Abdnr  Bahman  had  with  him  Sirdar  Ynsnf  Ehan.  Sir 
Donald  Stewart  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  Lepel  Griffin,  all  the 
test  standing  at  some  few  yards'  distance.  The  Chief  Politdeal 
Officer  introdaced  the  Amir  to  the  Lieatenant-General  as  they 
met;  and  then  walked  towards  the  tent,  followed  by  all  the 
British  officers  present.  There  were  not  more  than  five  chain. 
His  Highness  occupied  the  centre  seat ;  on  his  right  were  Sir 
Donald  Stewart  and  General  Hills ;  on  his  left  Mr.  Griffin.  The 
conversation  was  conducted  in  Persian  by  Mr.  Griffin  on  behalf  of 
the  Lieutenant- General,  His  Highness  having  little  or  no  com- 
mand of  Hindnstani.  After  the  usual  formalities  were  concluded 
several  ofGcers  were  introduced  to  the  Amir ;  amongst  others  were 
the  three  Brigadiers  under  Major-General  Hill  a  ;  Colonel  Iiodart 
(Chief  of  the  Staff),  Dr.  Smith  (Chief  Medical  Officer),  Colonel 
Fryer,  Major  Morgan,  Major  Lance,  and  others.  His  Highness  was 
dressed  in  a  dr&b  snit  of  striped  cloth,  with  his  '  continuations' 
tucked  into  long  black  boots ;  a  black  Astrakan  cap,  in  which  a 
diamond  star  glittered,  covered  He  head ;  his  arms  consisted  of  a 
revolver  only,  which  he  carried  in  an  ordinary  waist-belt.  Though 
still  nervona,  I  thoaght  be  was  less  so  than  on  the  former 
occasions  when  I  saw  him ;  and  all  who  observed  him  were  greatly 
pleased  at  his  appearance.  In  the  coarse  of  conversation  he  said 
that  his  whole  heart  was  full  of  gratitude  to  the  British,  and  be 
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begged  that  his  best  thanks  might  be  conveyed  to  His  ExceUency 
the  Yiceroy.  The  interview  was  pnblic  thronghoat ;  no  bnsineBs 
was  entered  into  (indeed  it  is  aaid  that  all  matters  of  business 
were  concluded  at  Mr.  Grriffin's  last  meeting  with  the  Amir) ;  and 
we  took  onr  leave  in  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  hoar,  His  Highness 
shaking  hands  with  all  who  cared  to  wish  him  good-bye  and  good- 
luck. 

"  The  Amir  deputed  his  right-band  man,  Sirdar  Ynanf  Ehan, 
to  accompany  the  General  oat  of  Cabal,  himself  retaming  almost 
at  once  to  Deh  Gopak.  The  British  officials  did  not  return  to  the 
cantonment,  but  went  by  the  road  along  the  outer  wall,  oat  by 
Siah  Sung,  and  thence  by  the  main  road  to  Butkhak.  As  we 
rode  along  we  could  aee  the  forts  on  Bemarn  already  occupied  by 
small  parties  of  the  Amir's  infantry.  The  Asmai  fort  had  been 
occupied  the  night  before  as  soon  as  oar  own  pickets  left  it ;  the 
big  fort  on  Siah  Sang  was  occupied  during  the  day,  as  were  the 
Sberderwaza  and  other  forte.  The  Bala  Hissar  was  taken  over 
by  General  Gholam  Hyder  Khan,  with  one  regiment  of  in&ntry 
and  about  s  hundred  cavah^.  Sberpor  itself  was  garrisoned  by 
the  Haz  Danari,  a  celebrated  Turkistan  oavalry  re^ment,  and 
600  khasidars,  a  force  scarcely  strong  enou^  to  defend  any  single 
corner  of  the  hnge  cantonment.  The  Amir  on  his  way  back  to 
his  camp  at  Deh  Gopak  was  preceded  by  a  band  of  music,  and  on 
his  arri'ral  there,  received  a  salute  of  tliirty-one  guns.  Consider- 
able enthasiasm  was  evinced  among  hia  followers ;  for,  incredible 
as  it  may  appear,  there  were  many  of  them  who  believed  that  the 
Amir  would  be  made  a  prisoner  by  us,  even  up  to  the  last  moment 
of  the  interview.  Had  anything  happened  to  him,  they  knew 
well  what  would  be  their  fate  with  any  new-comer  who  might  be 
chosen,  and  they  feared  any  mishap  to  the  man  with  whom  they 
had  thrown  in  their  lot. 

"  Up  to  the  present  the  Amir  has  not  made  his  entry  into 
Cshnl.  His  nine  years'  residence  in  Russian  territory  hai  in  no 
way  removed  or  lessened  his  Oriental  superstition ;  and  he  left 
the  choice  of  au  auspicioas  hour  and  day  to  the  astrologers,  of 
whom  be  has  several  attached  to  bis  court.  The  chief  of  these 
has  named  eleven  o'clock  on .  Sunday  next  for  the  public  entry, 
and  has  decned  that  no  luck  can  attend  the  occasion  onlesa  Hia 
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Eighnese  wears  an  emerald  ring.  One  is  according^  being 
prepared,  and  the  words  '  Amir  Abdor  Bahman,  1297,'  are  to  be 
engraved  on  it.  Meantime  Sirdar  Yasof  Kban  ia  still  oarrjing 
on  bis  duties  as  the  G^Tenior  of  Cabnl.  He  has  established 
picqnets  on  all  the  approaches  to  the  city,  and  the  passport  STstem 
is  again  in  full  swing.  All  went  perfectly  well  the  first  da; 
of  OBT  absence,  and  if  Hie  Highness  prove  wise  and  conciliatoi;, 
his  reign  at  Cabnl  may,  with  the  support  already  given  him, 
posaibl;  be  longer  than  that  of  either  of  the  last  two  Amirs.  This 
letter,  however,  purports  to  be  an  account  of  our  evacuation  of 
Cabnl,  and  I  must  keep  to  my  subject  and  not  concern  myself 
with  either  the  present,  past,  or  fotnre  politics  of  A^hanistan. 

*'  The  three  brigades  arrived  at  Butkhak  to-day,  after  a  duB^ 
match,  before  noon.  The  first  march  has  been  got  over  without 
a  single  accident  of  any  description,  and  too  great  praise  cannot 
be  bestowed  on  Sir  Donald  Stewart,  on  the  Chief  Pohtical  OE&cor, 
and  on  the  officers  and  troops  themselves  for  the  excellent  result 
of  their  exertions.  The  country  is  perfectly  quiet,  though  there 
are  plenty  of  marauders  ready  to  drop  ou  any  unfortnoate 
straggler.  Accompanying  us  to  India  are  a  few  of  the  Cabul  Sirdars, 
including  Wali  Mahomed  Khan  and  Tahir  Khan.  Several  Hindu 
merchants  &om  the  city  have  also  grasped  the  opportunity  of  onr 
march  to  proceed  unmolested  to  India,  as  well  as  two  Khtdtuidi 
pilgrims  travelling  to  Mecca." 


The  march  thus  began  was  carried  out  without  the  slightest 
opposition  on  the  part  of  the  tribesmen  between  Cabul  and  Pesb- 
ftwur ;  aud  it  may  he  said  that  not  a  shot  was  fired  after  Cabnl 
had  been  left.  The  beat  was  very  trying  in  the  Jellalabad  Valley 
and  the  Ehyber,  but  the  men  bore  up  bravely,  and  they  bad  not 
this  time  to  fight  against  cholera.  It  was  believed  that  Gundamak 
or  Jellalabad  would  be  held  until  General  Boberts  reported  that 
Candahar  had  been  relieved,  bnt  the  Indian  Government  were 
anxious  to  get  the  troops  over  the  frontier,  as  the  gartisoQs  of 
Korthem  India  were  very  weak.  Lundi  Kotal,  therefore,  onee 
more  became  our  outpost  in  North-Eastem  Afghanistan,  and  the 
regiments  composing  General  Hills'  division  were  sent  to  various 
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stations  in  India,  except  saoh  as  were  reqniied  to  hold  the  Ehjber 
posts. 

Begarding  the  arrangements  with  the  Amir :  he  received  thirty 
gnns  (chiefly  of  small  calibre),  which  we  left  behind  UB  in  Sherpnr, 
and  19J-  lakhs  of  rupees  (£190,500).  Of  this  snm  ten  lakhs 
(£100,000j  were  given  as  an  earnest  of  British  friendship,  and  9^ 
were  "  restored  "  asmerely  belonging  to  the  State.  This  was  the 
sam  seized  in  Yahiya  Ehan's  honse  in  October  1879,  npon  onr 
first  arrival  at  Cabtd.  It  was  spent  in  purchasing  snpplies  for  the 
arm;,  as  onr  treasury  was  nearly  empty  at  that  time.  The  Prize 
Committee  had  regarded  it  as  prize-money,  bat  this  view  was  not 
countenanced  by  the  Oovemment. 

A  concession  was  made  which  I  strongly  condemned  in  one 
of  my  former  letters ;  the  fortifications  we  had  built  about  Cabnl 
were  not  destroyed.  The  rather  sophistical  reason  ^ven  for  this 
courae  of  action  was  that  the  Amir  made  many  requests  to  os, 
all  of  which  were  at  first  refused  with  the  exception  of  one 
respecting  money.  One  request  which  he  urged  with  singular 
pertinacity  was  that  the  forts,  &o.,  we  had  built  might  not  be  de- 
stroyed. Again  and  again  he  was  told  his  wish  could  not  be 
granted,  bat  he  returned  to  the  charge,  pleading  that  his  prestige 
would  be  lowered  in  the  eyes  of  the  people  if  we  showed  such 
open  distrust  of  him  at  the  commencement.  The  Government 
at  last  yielded  to  his  insistence,  and  we  left  the  chain  of  forts 
ahoat  the  city  intact :  they  will  give  oar  soldiers,  perhaps,  some 
amusement  when  we  return  in  three  or  four  years  to  annex  the 
conntry.  We  reused  to  make  any  treaty  with  Abdur  Bahman, 
and  also  to  promise  him  gifte  of  arms  and  anmiunition  in  the 
fature,  but  with  onr  rupees  he  should  be  able  to  equip  an  army 
pretty  rapidly,  and  to  consolidate  bis  power. 


nigiUrrlbyGOOgIC 


D,g,t7„lb,.GOOgIC 


PART     11. 


THE  MAECH  UPON  CANDAHAE  AOT)  DEFEAT 
or  SIRDAR  ATUB  KHAN, 


INTRODUCTION. 


Thb  following  IB  a  bare  Bummary  of  the  facts  connected  mth 
General  Bnrrows'  adrance  npon  Girisbk,  and  the  defeat  of  his 
hrigade  at  Maiwand.  I  have  gone  more  into  the  details  of  the 
defeat  in  letters  written  alter  m;  arnTal  at  Candahar,  my  infor- 
mants being  ofBcers  engaged  in  the  action. 

At  the  end  of  June  1880,  reports,  which  were  thOQgfat  tmst- 
worthy,  reached  Gandahar  that  Aynb  Khan  had  left  Herat  early 
in  the  month  with,  all  his  troops,  amonnting  to  eleven  regiments 
of  infantry,  tbirty-six  gons,  and  a  very  large  nomber  of  cayalry, 
regular  and  irregnlar.  He  was  said  to  have  told  the  troops 
that  the  English  had  spent  millions  of  mpees  in  Gandahar, 
which,  with  all  other  property  and  the  women  of  the  people  would 
he  at  their  disposal  after  they  had  driven  ont  the  English.  A 
strong  body  of  cavalry  under  the  Lninab,  formerly  Governor  of 
Tarkistan,  was  supposed  to  form  Aynb's  advance-gnard.  On  July 
11th  it  was  ofScially  reported  by  the  Government  that  Aynb 
Ehan's  army  had  actually  reached  Farrah,  half-way  to  Gandahar, 
on  Jane  SOtb.  In  the  meantime  the  following  force  nnder 
Brigadier-General  Barrows  had  moved  ont  westwards  on  the 
Herat  Boad  :— 

Three  hnndred  sabres,  3rd  Bombay  Li^t  Cavalry,  nnder  Major 
Cnrrie,  200  sabres,  8rd  Scind  Horse,  nnder  Colonel  Malcolmson, 
riz  goQS  E-B,  Boyal  Horso  Artillery,  nnder  Major  Blackwood,  two 
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companies  of  the  Ist  Bombay  GreoadierB,  and 'forty  Sappers; 
the  whole  under  the  command  of  Brigadier- Qeneral  Nattal,  with 
Major  Hogg  as  Brigade  Major.  The  infantry  were : — six  com- 
panieB  of  the  66th  Begiment  nnder  Colonel  Galbraith,  remainder 
of  the  1st  Grenadiers  onder  Colonel  Anderson,  Jacob's  KifioB 
nnder  Colonel  Mainwaring;  the  whole  nnder  Brigadier-General 
BnrrowB,  with  Captain  MoUbth  as  Breads  Major  and  Captain 
T.  Harris,  Deputy  Assistant  Qoartermaster-Geneial.  Soi^^n- 
Major  Edge  and  Snrgeon  Earle  were  in  charge  of  the  Field  Hos- 
pital ;  Captain  Dobbs  had  charge  of  the  Commissariat ;  and 
Lieutenants  G.  3.  Jones  and  G.  E.  M.  Lawford  of  the  Transport. 
Major  Leach,  B.E.,  Y.C.,  had  charge  of  a  Surrey  party.  The 
force  was  accompanied  by  Colonel  St,  John,  Chief  Political  Officer, 
and  the  Nawab  Hasan  Ali  Khan.  The  Wali  Shere  All  Khan, 
GoTemor  of  Candahar,  with  a  battery  of  siz-poosders  and  a  force 
of  cavalry  and  infantry,  was  at  Girishk,  on  the  Helmuud,  collecting 
supplies  and  watching  the  road  to  Farrah.  Qeneral  Burrows 
reached  Khusk-i-Nakhnd  on  July  7th,  and  Girishk  on  July  11th. 
We  found  the  Helmund  River  fordable  everywhere.  On  July  15th 
Shere  All's  infantry  mutinied.  His  cavalry  had  reported  Ayonb'a 
Bconts  to  be  within  20  miles,  and  this  fact  caused  great  excitement 
among  his  men.  They  were  encamped  at  Kadanok,  on  the  western 
bank  of  the  Helmnnd,  General  Borrows'  camp  being  on  the 
eastern  side.  On  Shere  Ali  ordering  his  force  to  retire  from  Camp 
Kadanak  towards  Girishk,  the  infantry  deserted  in  a  body,  taking 
guns,  arms  and  ammnnition,  and  went  off  towards  Zamindawar, 
A  British  force  crossed  the  river  in  pursuit,  overtook  them  at 
Sboraki,  and  completely  dispersed  them,  killing  200,  and  recover- 
ing  guns  and  baggage.  Shere  All's  cavalry  did  not  share  in  the 
mutiny.  On  July  16th,  General  Borrows  made  a  night  march  to 
Khusk-i-Nakhnd,  some  25  miles  nearer  Candahar,  where  he 
awaited  Ayub's  advance.  By  the  23rd,  the  main  body  of  the 
Herat  army  had  crossed  the  Helmund,  and  encamped  at  Hydera- 
bad, above  Girishk,  and  the  Afghan  cavalry  were  seen  pretty  fre- 
quently by  our  reconnoitring  parties.  On  the  97th,  General 
Burrows  marched  to  Maiwand,  to  intercept  Ayub's  army,  and  the 
same  day  the  disastrous  action  which  resulted  in  the  siege  of 
Candahar,  was  fought.    The  British  loss  was  upwards  of  1,000 
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fighting  men  killed,  alooe.  The  published  despatches  have  already 
giTan  full  details  of  ottr  losses  on  this  occasion,  therefore  I  will  not 
enumerate.  It  was  to  reliere  Gandohar  and  scatter  Aynb  Khan's 
arm;  that  General  Roberts  was  ordered  to  march  southwards  from 
Cabal. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

ComiKMltion  of  tb«  Cabal- Cudftlikr  Foroa— Th«  Scftla  of  Eqnipmant — Pood  SappUti— 
BeMoiia  for  duming  the  Logir  £oDta  to  Ghuni — The  Hknth  from  Bani  fTi^t 
to  Z>hid>bad — Airiral  kt  Zarghnn  Slulir — Commnniiadon  cat  off  wHli  Kr 
Donald  Sdwart — Ths  Traniport  at  ths  Force — TIu  Saoona  of  the  March  d«pa- 
dcnt  upon  oar  Bigga^  Animali— The  Uaidi  throngh  Logar  and  tha  Shinii  TiUq 
— Flaatifal  Bnppliea — Airinl  at  Shaabgao — BaconDaiManea  orar  the  8h«r-i-I>ahaa 
Kotal— Tfa«  Bute  of  Qbani  and  the  Dirtrict— A.n  Obttoaiy  Notice. 

Caup  KBAfi  Zahidabad,  9fA  Avgvsi,  1880. 
Yabtbbday  the  force  destined  to  nuiFch  to  Gandahar,  under  the 
command  of  Sir  Frederick  Roberts,  left  Sberpor  CaDtomnenta, 
equipped  for  rapid  marching  and  eharp  fighting.  Sir  F.  Boberta 
holds  the  snpreme  command  ;  Major-General  John  fiosH  commands 
the  whole  of  the  infantry  battalions;  Brigadier-Oeneral  Hugh 
(jlongh  the  cavalry;  and  Colonel  C.  A.  Johnson  the  ortilleiy- 
Colonel  Perkins  is  commanding  the  Boyal  Engineers;  Colonel 
Chapman  is  Chief  of  the  Staff;  Deputy  Snrgeon-General  Hanbniy, 
Chief  Medical  Officer ;  Colonel  Low,  18th  Boyal  Bengal  Lancen, 
Chief  Director  of  Transport ;  and  Major  Badcook,  Chief  Com- 
missariat Officer.  Major  Gorbam,  E.A.,  ib  Jndge  Adrocate,  and 
Captain  Straton,  22nd  Foot,  Superintendent  of  Signalling.  Tbe 
Political  Staff  consieta  of  Major  Hastings,  Chief  Political  Officer ; 
Major  Euan  Smith,  Political  Secretary ;  Major  Protheroe,  and 
Captain  Ridgeway.  Of  these,  Major  Enan  Smith  accompanied 
Sir  Donald  Stewart  in  his  march  from  Candahar,  and  his  know- 
ledge of  the  roate  and  the  tribes  abont  it  will  be  involnable.  The 
following  are  the  troops  now  brigaded ; — 

Ist  Brigade.— General  Macpherson,  V.C,  C.B.— 92nd  Hi^- 
landers,  2nd  Ghoorkas,  28rd  Pioneers.  24th  P.N.I.,  6-8  B.A. 
(screw-gnnfl). 

2nd  Brigade.— General  Baker,  C.B.— 72nd  Highlanders,  2nd 
Sikhs,  Srd  Sikhs,  6th  Ghoorkas,  No.  2  Mountain  Battery. 
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8rd  Brigade.— Oeaeral  MAOgregor,  T.C.,  CJB.,  &e.— 60tli  BifleB, 
15th  Sibbs,  4tb  Obooikas,  26th  F.N.I.,  11-9  B.A. 

Cavalry  Brigade. — General  H.  Ghingh,  V.C. — 9th  Lancers, 
3rd  Bengal  Caralry,  8td  Punjab  Cavalry,  Central  India  Horse. 

The  detailed  strength  of  the  force  is  as  follows : — 


HrtTM. 

omom. 

Hdo. 

6-8  EoiJ  Artillny          

SG 

13B 

U-B  BnjiJ  Aitilhrj        ... 

SS 

18B 
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IS 
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894 

3rd  PntiMb  C»T»lrT 

Centnl  lodu  Hon* 

408 

495 

rB2ad  Highluden 

IB 

661 

lit         2SrfPioiu«ni... 

701 

Brigaae.    24Ui  Ponjab  InihntiT- 

676 

LsDd  OhoorkM  ...        . 

GOl 

72sd  Highlmndsn 

23 

787 

2nd        2Dd3iklui        ... 

612 

Brigida.'   3rd  tjikhi 

670 

LcHiShootkM...       . 

GOI 

■2-SOthKiflai  ...        . 

21 

616 

Sri     J  ISth  Sikhi      ... 

10 

6G0 

Brig>d>.i  26th  Pn>i>b  In&DtrT. 

687 

<th  ahooAu  ... 

629 

BtMlOfficen         

79 

— 

Tot»l... 

«7* 

2,682 

7.161 

This  gives  a  total  of  9,967  fighting  men,  or  for  all  practical 
purposes  say  10,000.  There  are  abont  8,000  followers.  We  hav6 
thns  to  Ceed  16,000  men  for  three  or  foor  weeks,  while  1,977 
chatters,  760  artillery  mnles,  and  7,28S  transport  animals  have 
also  to  be  provided  for.  The  Amir  sent  in  700  baggage  animals 
(j/oIkhm), — a  most  acceptable  gift, — and  has  despatched  his  agents 
into  Logsr  to  prepare  the  people  for  oar  coming.  He  has  par- 
ticolarly  asked  that  foraging  parties  may  not  be  sent  out  between 
Cabal  and  Qhazni,  as  he  believes  that  his  power  over  the  maUk» 
is  great  enough  to  secore  all  snpplies  without  tronble.  Once  well 
on  the  march,  we  shall  be  able  to  test  the  extent  of  his  power  by 
the  willingness  of  such  nnmly  clans  as  the  Wardaks  to  bring  in 
com  and  sheep  withoat  coercion  of  any  kind.    Ihe  Commissariat 
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Department  are  carrying  for  the  BritiBh  troops  tea,  sng&r,  sod 
mm  for  thirty  days,  pieaerved  meat  for  two  days,  bread  stnfb  for 
fire  days,  600  lbs.  of  army  food,  200  gaUona  of  lime-jnioe,  and 
all  anilable  presarred  vegetables  are  also  being  carried.  Sheep 
for  ten  daya  are  being  driven  with  the  force.  The  scale  of  ba^age 
is  very  low,  of  necessity.  £aoh  British  officer  is  allowed  one 
male,  on  which  his  tent  and  his  kit  have  to  be  packed;  but  as 
arrangements  have  generally  been  made  to  "  donble  ap  " — i.e.  two 
ofiBcers  to  sleep  in  one  tent — the  allowance  is  qoite  enough.  The 
allowance  for  each  British  soldier,  as  kit  and  equipage,  is  SOlbs.,  and 
for  each  native  SOlbs. 

Prior  to  our  moving  oat  all  was  hurry  and  confasion  in  Sherpnr 
— not  a  confusion  resulting  &om  indecision  and  conflicting  orders, 
but  rather  that  exciting  rush  of  work  which  follows  sudden  orders 
to  reduce  an  army's  equipment.  If  Sir  F.  Roberts  is  to  reach 
Candahar  in  time  to  be  of  any  service  to  the  garrison  his  division 
must  really  be  a  flying  column,  able  to  make  forced  marches,  and 
BO  mobile  that  the  fighting  of  an  action  in  the  morning  shall  not 
necessarily  detain  the  whole  line  twenty-four  hours.  In  order 
that  the  troops  may  be  in  the  lightest  marching  order,  their  great- 
coats are  being  carried  for  them,  and  the  relief  thns  afforded  is 
greater  than  at  first  sight  appears.  Six  poonds  is  not  in  itself  a 
heavy  weight  for  a  soldier  to  carry,  but  the  rolled  great-coat 
presses  upon  a  man's  chest,  impedes  his  breathing,  and  makes 
him  hot  and  uncomfortable  on  a  long  march.  The  92nd  High- 
landers have  sold  all  their  great-coats  except  a  few  for  men  on 
picquet  duty ;  the  Highlanders  are  of  such  physique  that  they  do 
not  dread  the  change  of  temperature  which  we  are  sore  to 
experience  when  once  Ghazni  is  reached.  Our  route,  it  M-ill  be 
seen,  is  xnA  the  Logar  Yalley,  and  not  by  way  of  Argandeh  and 
Maidan  (the  shortest  route).  The  reason  of  the  L(^ar  Itoad  being 
chosen  is  that  sapplies  are  plentiful  in  the  villages  on  the  route. 
The  late  sojourn  in  Logar  of  General  Hills'  force  showed  the  great 
capabilities  of  the  valley  in  the  matter  of  com  and  sheep,  and 
the  people  are  only  too  anxious  to  deal  with  us. 

The  order  of  march  yesterday  morning  was :— Cavalry  Brigade 
under  Gteneral  Hugh  Gongh  to  Charaaia ;  1st  and  8rd  Brigades 
ander  Generals  Macpherson  and  Macgregor  to^  Beni  Hissar ;  and 
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2nd  Brigada  under  General  Baker  to  Indibee  b;  way  of  the  Deh- 
mazang  Gorge.  Accordingly  the  cantonment  waa  fall  of  warlike 
pomp  and  drcnmBtance — chiefiy  the  latter — &om  5  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  All  the  troops  told  off  for  the  Division  were  under 
oanvaB,  with  their  kit  ready  at  hand,  and  there  remained  nothing 
bat  to  strike  tents,  load  up  baggage  abimals,  and  march  away  to  a 
merry  quick-step.  ETorytbing  had  been  carefnlly  prepared,  all 
the  men'akitB  weighed  and  tested  to  a  pound;  and  with  little 
confosion,  but  mnch  soldier-like  energy,  the  line  of  march  was 
formed  in  two  colnmns,  and  the  evacnation  of  Cabal  began.  Ten 
tboQsand  men  of  the  present  garrisoii  moved  out,  and  their  com- 
rades, who  filed  in  &om  Siab  Sang  to  take  their  places,  will 
probably  start  on  the  11th  for  India.  We  are  going  so  roimdabont 
a  road  that  civilization  seems  a  long  way  off :  onr  Mends  are  within 
twenty  days  of  Pesbawnr,  where  the  nntold  Inznries  of  dak-ban- 
galows  and  gharries  begin.  Sir  Donald  Stewart's  march  will,  it 
is  espeoted,  be  a  very  peaoefdl  one,  for  the  chief  Gbilzai  leaders 
are  with  the  Amir,  who  has  been  qoietly  warned  to  keep  them  with 
him  and  oat  of  mischief  nntil  the  troops  have  got  to  the  east  of 
Gandamsk.  What  may  happen  to  Sir  Frederick  Boberts  between 
Cabnl  and  Candshar  no  prophet,  Eafir  orMahomedan,  can  venture 
to  say.  There  may  be  a  most  resolute  opposition  at  Shahjui 
or  nearer  Candabar,  or  the  &natical  enthusiasm  of  the  gbazis 
who  beat  back  Gteneral  Borrows  at  Ehask-i-Nakbnd  may  have 
cooled  somewhat,  and  onr  army  may  have  only  a  few  scattered 
bands  to  pursue.  How  Eu  onr  porsuit  will  extend,  also,  cannot 
be  foreseen.  If  Aynb  shows  the  white  feather,  shall  we  tamely 
allow  bim  to  retain  the  1,200  Snider  and  Martini  rifles,  and  the 
two  Horse  Artillery  guns  he  has  captured  ?  If  so,  bis  wisest 
coarse  would  be  to  retire  apon  Herat,  raise  and  drill  three  or  four 
regiments,  whom  he  could  arm  with  the  breech-loaders,  and  in  a 
year  try  his  fortune  again,  avoiding  Candabar  altogether,  bnt 
striking  for  Cabal  by  way  of  Turkistan  and  Balkb.  There  are 
many  qnestions  involved  in  this  march  to  Candabar,  and  whispers 
of  "  Herat ! "  are  already  being  beard  in  camp.  Every  step  we 
move  strengthens  Abdur  Babman's  position  in  Cabnl,  so  far ;  but 
unless  we  completely  break  Aynb's  power  oar  nominal  Amir  will 
have  a  hard  fight  for  his  kingdom  hereafter. 

a  H  3 
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Bnt  I  hsTe  wandered  off  &om  am  march  oat.  Genaral  Baher, 
with  tbe  72iid  HigMftnders,  'ind  and  3rd  Sikhs,  4th  Ghoorkas, 
and  a  Mooutain  Battery,  reached  Indihee  daring  the  morning, 
while  the  other  two  Brigades  pitched  camp  io  the  fields  beyond 
Beni  Hissar.  The  tail-end  of  a  thonderstorm  laid  the  dost  ia 
Ute  afternoon,  and  whea  Sir  F.  Boherts  rode  ont  in  the  evening  to 
aBBome  command  of  his  diTision  it  was  delightfully  cool  and 
fresh.  Sir  Donald  Stewart,  General  Hills,  and  some  of  the  Staff 
of  the  new  Sod  Division,  acoompaoied  General  Roberts,  and  moeh 
had  to  be  said  daring  the  short  ride.  Some  of  onr  friends,  who 
were  bonnd  for  Peshawnr,  also  came  oat  to  camp,  and  hand- 
shakings and  cries  of  "good-bye  and  good-lack  "  were  all  the  order 
of  tbe  evening.  There  were  certain  little  signs  of  serioosness  in 
some  cases,  which  showed  onr  errand  was  looked  npon  aa  spiced 
with  danger ;  bat  in  the  majority  of  instances  the  &rewflllB  were 
as  load  and  merry  as  soldiers'  partings  shonld  be. 

Sberpor  looked  the  ghost  of  its  former  self  when  we  left  it  in 
the  evening.  The  barracks  of  the  soath-westem  end  were  nearly 
all  empty ;  there  were  no  figures  visible  beyond  those  of  Cabnli 
chiffanniert,  intent  npon  looting  everything,  &om  old  tin  cans  to 
chxrpoyi  and  newspapers ;  and,  saddest  of  all,  onr  well-beloved 
Club  was  no  more.  The  widls  were  still  standing  in  skeleton  bare- 
ness, bat  the  large  tent  which  had  seen  many  a  genial  mbber 
played,  and  heard  many  a  quip  and  crank — "  bar-made  jokes  "  we 
call  them — over  good  wholesome  liqnor,  was  a  prey  to  the  Afghan. 
It  had  been  bought  for  a  song,  equally  with  the  "fittings  "  and 
spare  stores,  and  was  being  carried  off  to  the  city.  How  ws 
luve  hated  onr  sojonm  in  Afghanistan  of  late,  when  the  hot 
weather  foond  matters  not  yet  settled,  only  the  record  of  onr 
cnrses,  an'  it  be  kept,  can  ever  reveal.  The  bare,  brown  hills 
of  Bemara  and  the  higher  ranges  abont  had  grown  so  wearisome 
in  onr  sight  that  we  bore  with  philosophy  the  dnst-storms  which 
visited  QS  daily :  they  hid  the  hated  landscape  for  a  time,  and 
made  ns  forget  everything  bnt  the  dnst  in  onr  eyes  and  the  dry- 
ness of  onr  throats.  Sherpnr  is  not  a  "  desirable  place  of  resi- 
dence," although  it  has  had  its  pleasures  and  fortunes,  which  I 
have  faithfully  chronicled ;  and  can  we  be  blamed  for  shaking  its 
dnst  from  onr  feet  with  nuholy  joy,  even  though  we  know  that 
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many  a  wear;  mile  lies  between  Cabal  and  tbe  Sibi  Bailwa;  ? 
Last  night  General  Boberts  issued  an  order  to  the  troops  which 
stirred  our  blood  a  little,  for  if  Candahar  and  Ehelat-i>Ctbilzai 
have  reall;  to  be  relieved,  there  may  be  aome  pretty  work  cnt  oat 
for  as.     The  order  was  as  follows : — 

"  It  has  been  decided  by  the  QoTemmeni  of  India  that  a  force 
shall  proceed  with  all  possible  despatch  from  Cabal  towards 
Khelat-i-Ghilzai  and  Candahar  for  the  relief  of  the  British 
garrison  in  those  places,  now  threatened  by  a  large  Afghan  army 
nnder  the  leadership  of  Sirdar  Mahomed  Ayob  Khan.  Sir 
Frederick  Boberts  feels  sore  that  the  troops  placed  nnder  his 
command  for  this  important  dnty  will  cheerfoUy  respond  to  the 
call  made  upon  them,  notwithstanding  the  prirations  and  hard- 
shipB  inseparable  from  a  long  march  throngh  a  hostile  eoontiy. 
The  Lientenant-General  wishes  to  impress  on  both  ofGcers  and 
men  the  necessity  of  preseiring  the  same  strict  discipline  which 
has  been  ao  saccessfally  and  aniformly  maintained  since  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  and  to  treat  all  the  people  who  may  be 
well  disposed  towards  the  British  with  justice  and  forbearance. 
Sir  Frederick  Boberts  looks  confidently  forward  to  the  snccessfol 
accomplishment  of  the  object  of  the  expedition,  convinced  as  he 
is  that  all  ranks  are  animated  with  the  proad  feeling  that  to 
them  is  entmsted  the  duty  and  privilege  of  reliering  their 
fellow-Boldiers  and  restoring  the  prestige  of  the  British  army." 

We  are  not  letting  the  grass  grow  under  oar  feet,  for  we  have 
only  male  and  pony  carriage,  and  oar  progress  is  not  delayed  by 
camels  or  bollocks  persistently  casting  their  loads.  To-day  we 
have  marched  (that  is  the  1st  and  Srd  Brigades,  and  Dirisional 
Head-Qnarters)  about  14  miles,  while  General  Baker,  who  is 
encamped  higher  ap  the  Logar,  mast  have  done  16  or  17.  To- 
morrow the  whole  force  crosses  the  river,  and  then  we  shall  pnsh 
on  fbr  Ghazni,  which  we  hope  to  reach  in  foar  or  five  days.  This 
vrill,  in  all  likelihood,  be  the  last  letter  which  I  can  hope  to  get 
throngh,  though  ranners  may  try  to  reach  Sir  Donald  Stewart  as 
he  retires  npon  Gnndamak.  The  troops  are  all  very  fit,  and 
march  splendidly ;  the  mominga  are  cold  and  bracing ;  while 
daring  the  day  a  cool  wind  prevents  the  son  &om  making  itself 
felt.    We  shall  have  a  most  enjoyable  march  for  the  next  few 
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dfljB,  so  &r  as  climate  is  concerned,  and  we  hope  for  the  best  in 
the  matter  of  supplies.  To-dtiy  they  are  coming  in  very  fair!;. 
The  mooUct^,  Abdarrohim,  the  eldest  son  of  Mnshk-i-Alam,  who  ia 
accompanying  the  forc«,  has  been  created  Khan'Ol-Alam,  or  ehirf 
mooiiah  by  the  Amir.  This  appointment  has  had  a  good  efleel, 
and  Moshb-i-Alam  with  his  party  is  reported  to  be  proceeding  to 
join  the  Amir.* 

Zbbohch  Shahb,  l^ihAagiaU 
To-day  we  look  upon  as  the  last  we  shall  be  in  commtuiicatian 
with  Cabal,  and  conseqaently  with  India ;  but  we  are  not  in  the  least 
depressed  thereby,  as  we  have  onr  work  before  as  and  have  nude 
op  onr  minds  to  do  it  thoroaghly.  The  diary  of  oor  march  shoiild 
be  of  interest,  as  it  is  of  a  kind  not  often  andertaken.  We  fa*n 
cnt  onrselves  off  completely  from  any  supports;  we  are  edf- 
Bopporting  in  every  sense  of  the  word;  and  we  hATe  as  ov 
objective  point  a  town  nominally  held  by  onr  own  troops,  bnt  which 
may,  before  onr  arrival,  be  Bnrroanded  by  an  army  &r  snrpasaiiig 
onr  own  in  nambers  and  gnns.  The  effect  of  the  duasbrons  action 
at  Ehnsk-i-Nakhnd  will  have  raised  the  whole  coontry  about 
Cattdahar  against  as,  and  A%hanB  never  ebow  so  bold  a  front  u 
when  living  on  the  fruits  of  a  victory.  If  Candahar  were  held  in 
force  by  an  nnbeaten  army  of  British  soldiers,  we  ahonld  bftn 
little  to  do  beyond  making  the  best  of  onr  way  to  the  pUce  tnd 
joining  hands  with  the  garrison ;  there  would  be  little  danger  uid 
less  glory  in  snch  an  undertaking ;  bnt  as  it  is  we  are  a  bod;  d 
10,000  men,  making  forced  marches  and  not  knowing  from  dt; 
to  day  what  may  be  before  ns.  So  long  as  we  are  north  of 
Ghazni  we  shall  have  no  anxiety  regarding  supplies,  bnt  once  ve 
have  passed  that  fortress  onr  very  food  will  have  to  be  son^t  fa 
at  every  halting  place,  and  the  prospect  of  deserted  villages  and 
crops  secretly  stored  is  not  a  very  encouraging  one.  But  it  will  be 
time  enough  to  deal  with  onr  difficulties  when  they  occur,  and  u 
we  are  now  in  the  rich  Logar  Valley,  where  com  and  forage  m 
plentiful,  I  will  not  speculate  further  as  to  what  the  marches  to 
Kbelat-i-Ghilzai  may  bring  forth.    Our  chief  source  of  anxie^  ii 

*  The  old  auoOoA  kept  hii  Tord  and  took  a  prominant  part  in  Um  MmiumM  «(M^- 
ing  Abdw  Ba^u'i  ccroiuttian. 
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that  the  Herat  army  and  its  ^azi  alliea  may  not  give  qb  a  fiiir 
chance  of  what  the  aoldiers  oall  "getting  at  them."  That  wonld 
indeed  be  a  disappointment  too  grieroQa  to  be  boms. 

The  march  from  Beni  Hiesar  to  Zahidabad  was  as  trying  as  any 
we  are  likely  to  have  between  Cabnl  and  0bazm.  The  lear-gaard 
of  General  Macpheraoa'a  Brigade  did  not  reach  camp  ontil  after 
seven  o'clock,  having  been  nuder  arms  for  fonrteen  hoOTB,  and 
the  92nd  Highlanders  and  2Srd  Pioneers  were  so  tired  and  worn 
oat  that  many  threw  themselTes  down  in  their  temts  without  energy 
enongh  to  take  more  than  a  monthfol  of  food.  It  was  not  the 
actual  distance  (16  miles)  which  told  upon  them  bo  maoh  as  the 
long  halts  in  the  snn  while  the  baggage  was  being  pnBhed  forward ; 
while  a  doBt-Btorm  the  whole  afternoon  added  greatly  to  their  dis- 
comfort. The  snn  is  stronger  than  was  expected,  and  the  men, 
not  being  yet  in  thorongh  mai-nbing  order,  felt  its  effects  rather 
sererely.  The  camp  was  pitched  in  the  open  fields  near  where 
we  encamped  in  October  last,  when  onr  mission  was  to  panish 
Cabnl.  Oar  force  now  is  nearly  as  strong  again  as  the  old  Cabal 
Field  Force,  "the  arenging  army"  aa  it  was  termed;  bat  the 
brigades  are  not  yet  anited,  the  oavalry  and  General  Baker's 
Brigade  being  a  few  miles  in  adranoe.  This  is  to  enable  us  to 
march  with  greater  rapidity.  That  rapidity  natorally  depends  upon 
onr  transport,  the  marching  power  of  our  men  not  being  a  doabtfol 
factor  in  oar  caloalations.  We  are  provided  with  male  and  pony 
carriage,  camels  being  nnsoitable  for  forced  marching,  and  I  am 
glad  to  say  we  have  an  nnaaaally  strong  staff  of  transport  officers, 
with  Colonel  Low  at  their  head,  who  are  eqnal  to  all  the  demands 
made  npon  their  knowledge  and  endurance.  Upon  the  efforts  of 
this  staff  mach  will  depend,  as  if  carelessness  were  once  to  creep 
into  the  management  and  care  of  the  animals  a  dead-look  vroold 
follow.  In  the  first  campaign  the  stnpid  experiment  of  trying  to 
work  camels  vrithoat  food  was  tried,  and  the  result,  as  Government 
found  to  its  cost,  was  terrible  &ilare.  Now,  Sir  Frederick  Boberts 
is  determined  to  try  what  can  be  done  when  the  animals  are  given 
grain  uid  for^e  vrith  a  liberal  hand,  and  when  we  have  reached 
Candahar  I  will  note  the  result  in  ihit  case  also.  The  Transport 
Staff,  to  which  I,  in  common  vrith  the  whole  force,  look  with  great 
eonfidenoe,  is  as  follows : — 
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l4i«a(enaafr<!o1aiiel  Law,  Cbiaf  Director. 

Lisntenuit  Booth,  St&ff  Officer. 

O^tun  Wjnter,  SSrd  Foot,  Qenenl  Tmuport  Offiii«T. 

loaatenut  Rsfaar,  lOth  Hoantn,  CaTali;  Brigads. 

LienttBut  VilaoD,  IDth  Hiunn,  lit  Brigads. 

Cftptain  Blliot,  Brd  B«ngal  CcTalir,  2nd  Brigkde. 

Ospldii  Htogregor,  14tli  KatiTs  Intotiti;,  3rd  Bngide. 

LiMiteiiuit  EobBrtaon,  8th  Foot,  Ordnanoo  Puk. 

laentenMit  Bldanon,  2iiil  Qoean'i,  kl«a  attached  to  3id  Brigada. 

Bat  evon  this  atafiF  cannot  ensure  the  serrice  being  kept  np  to  its 
present  state  of  e£Soiencir  onlesB  regimental  commanders  and  other 
responsible  perHons  see  Uiat  orders  are  strictly  carried  out. 
The  Lientenant-Oeneral  issned  an  order  at  Zahidabad  reminding 
commanding  officers  of  the  necesaity  for  exercising  the  closest 
saperriBion  over  the  transport  animals.  In  this  General  Roberts 
says : — "  The  performance  of  long  and  oontinnoas  marches  such 
as  those  whidi  will  be  undertaken  by  the  force  can  only  be 
snccessfoUy  accomplished  if  the  animals  are  regnlarly  fed  and  the 
adjustment  of  loa<^  attended  to.  Recognizing  that  the  snccess  of 
the  undertaking  in  band  mnst  depend  upon  the  rapidity  with 
which  Gandahar  is  reached,  the  Lientenanb-Oeneral  relies  con- 
fidently on  the  exertions  of  all  ranks  to  aid  in  maintaining  the 
transport  animals  in  efficient  condition." 

To-day  the  cavalry  nnder  Cteneral  Hugh  Gongh  joined  the  Qnd 
Brigade  (72nd  Highlanders,  2nd  and  Srd  Sikha,  6th  Ohoorkas. 
and  Swinley's  Mountain  Battery)  on  their  camping-gronnd  OTer  the 
Logar  above  Zahidabad,  and  skirted  the  right  bank  of  the  rirer 
past  Deh-i-Nao  to  the  gronnd  near  Paza  and  Wazir  Kila,  &om 
which  villages  they  drew  their  sappUes.  The  1st  and  Srd 
Brigades,  with  General  Roberta's  and  General  Ross's  head-quarters, 
struck  camp  at  three  o'clock,  and  General  Macpherson's  Brigade 
moved  off  first.  The  only  difficulty'  was  at  the  bridge  over  the 
Logar ;  but  aa  the  stream  was  fordahle,  the  baggage  animals  bad 
no  tronble  in  wading  across.  General  Boherts  watched  the  brigade 
cross,  and  it  was  pleasant  to  notice  that  the  men  seemed  in  the 
best  of  spirits,  doubling  up  the  bank  and  harrying  along  as  if 
Gandahar  were  only  10  miles  away.  One  company  of  the  SSrd 
Pioneers  recognized  the  General,  and  raised  the  Sikh  vrar-cr;  of 
"Guru!  Quru!  FuUeh  Qurv. !  "  Once  the  river  had  been  left 
behind  open  gronnd  w^s  reached,  apd  after  a  march  of  14  miles 
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camp  waa  pitched  a  short  diBtance  he;ond  Zerghan  Shahr.  Here 
sappUeB  and  forage  were  obtained  in  abnndance,  the  TilUgera  being 
quite  willing  to  give  all  that  was  required.  The  agents  of  the 
Amir  accompanjing  the  force  did  good  work  in  aiding  the 
Political  Officers  in  making  all  smooth  for  the  Commissariat. 


Camp  Shashgao,  14(ft  August. 
We  are  now  within  ui  eas;  march  of  Qhazni,  and  oar  cavalry 
hare  already  reconnoitred  over  the  Sher^i-Dahan  Pass  withont 
meeting  an  enemy.  Aynb  Ehan's  influence  does  not  seem  to 
extend  so  for  north,  while  Hashim  Khan  and  his  followers  have 
fled  sonthwards,  declaring  they  have  no  wish  to  fight  the  British, 
hot  will  retnm  when  we  have  passed  and  make  preparations  for 
a  struggle  with  Abdar  Rahman.  Since  my  last  letter  we  have 
made  four  marches,  the  halting-places  of  General  Boberts's  head- 
qnarters  ha'ring  been  Padkhao  Barak  in  Logar,  Amir  Kila  at  the 
month  of  the  Tang-i-Wardak,  Takia  in  the  Shiniz  Talley,  and 
Shashgao.  There  has  not  been  a  shot  fired,  and  all  onr  efforts 
have  been  concentrated  in  keeping  onr  baggage  animals  np  to  their 
work,  and  in  drawing  supplies  from  the  country  passed  through. 

On  August  11th,  the  Ist  and  8rd  Brigades  with  head-quarters 
tamed  out  at  2*45  a.m.,  and  moved  off  at  four  o'clock  towards  the 
Baraki  group  of  villages  which  cluster  about  the  Logar  River, 
where  it  turns  to  the  north.  The  brigades  moved  in  parallel 
columns  of  route  across  an  open  stony  plain,  and  the  first  10 
miles  were  made  in  grand  style,  there  being  nothing  to  impede 
the  troops.  Cnltivation  vras  then  reached,  and  as  the  crops  of 
Indian-corn,  laceme,  &c.,  were  still  on  the  ground,  much  delay 
occurred  in  getting  the  baggage  along.  The  water  was  cut  off  &om 
two  or  three  of  the  deepest  canals,  and  the  road  improved;  but 
there  was  a  "  nasty  bit "  just  oatside  Baraki  Rajan,  where  the 
bed  of  a  tributary  of  ttie  Logar  bad  to  be  crossed.  The  camping- 
ground  was  on  a  ridge,  vriUi  water  close  at  hand,  and  fields  of 
half-grown  Indian-corn,  which  were  bought  up  at  Rs.  60  a  }ngah 
*  and  used  as  forage.  The  2nd  Brigade  and  the  caralry  were 
encamped  3  miles  away  at  Baraki  Barak,  having  crossed  the  river 
St  Hisarak,    The  Logar  Valley  presented  a  picture  of  fertility 
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perhaps  nneqnalled  in  A^hauiBtan.  It  is  well-wooded,  and  the 
iirigatdon  &om  the  river  is  admirably  carried  oat.  On  either 
hand  the  enltiration  extends  for  several  miles,  and  the  villages 
are  snrroanded  by  orchards  and  plantations  of  willow  and  other 
trees  for  firewood.  The  namber  of  the  people  visible  all  along  the 
line  of  march  showed  the  valley  to  be  thickly  popalated.  To  tJie 
Bontb  the  valley  is  bonndedJt>y  the  barren  Altimonr  Range,  ahntting 
oat  Zormat,  while  to  the  north-east  are  the  Shatargardan  and  the 
mass  of  monntains  aboat  it.  Onr  faces  were  tamed  westwards 
towards  the  Tang-i-Wardak,  the  barrier  of  hills  through  which  that 
Pass  leads  being  overtopped  by  the  more  distant  Paghman  Bange. 
On  the  12th  the  cavalry  and  General  Baker's  Brigade  had  a  long 
aad  trying  march  from  Baraki  Barak,  past  Amir  Sila,  over  the 
Samborak  Eotal  to  Sydabad  in  the  Shiniz  Talley.  This  placed 
them  on  the  direct  Gabol-Ohazni  Boad,  the  Shiniz  Valley  extend- 
ing from  the  9her-i-DahaD  £otal  to  Sheikhabad.  The  Lienten- 
ant-Oeneral  watched  the  Cavalry  Brigade  pass  Amir  Kila,  and  a 
gallant  show  it  made.  The  horses  looked  in  grand  condition,  the 
Ceatral  India  Horse  seeming  none  the  worse  for  their  harried 
march  from  Jellalabad.  The  road  was  so  narrow  that  the  baggage 
sninuJs  had  in  many  places  to  go  in  Indian  file,  and,  although  the 
advance-goard  started  at  four  o'clock,  only  part  of  the  cavalry 
baggage  reached  Sydabad.  The  remainder  was  halted  for  the 
night,  jast  above  the  Amir  Eila,  near  the  camp  of  the  let  and  3rd 
Brigades,  which  had  marched  only  nine  iniles  fiom  Fadkhao 
Barak.  The  Samborak  Kotal  is  to  the  north  of  the  Tang-i-War- 
dak,  and  is  comparatively  easy ;  bat  there  was  only  one  road  over 
it — that  made  by  the  Gandahar  Force  in  April  for  the  Horse 
Artillery  and  Field  gans.  A  few  hondred  yards  of  this  road  near 
the  crest  were  so  steep  that  some  of  the  cavaby  ponies  cast  their 
loads  ;  bat  on  the  transport  officers  going  np  early  on  the  morning 
of  the  18th,  the  baggage  was  foand  to  have  been  left  mitooohed 
by  the  villagers,  and  only  one  pony  was  lying  exhausted  on  the 
road.  Gener&l  Macgregor  moved  off  by  way  of  the  Tang-i- War- 
dak  to  Hyder  Khel,  which  had  been  fixed  as  the  halting-place  of  the 
1st  and  3rd  Brigades ;  and  then  Colonel  Low,  Director  of  Trans- 
port, saw  to  the  dearing  away  of  the  baggage  of  General  Baku's 
Brigade.    Fatigae  parties  were  told  off  to  carry  the  loads  lying 
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on  the  road,  to  the  top  of  the  Kotal,  aDd  then  the  stream  of  mules 
and  ponies  was  set  in  motion.  Working  parties  also  improved 
and  widened  the  road,  and  two  "  diversions  "  were  made  which 
allowed  of  three  lines  of  animals  moving  upwards  at  the  same 
time.  B7  three  o'clock  in  die  afternoon  the  whole  of  the  baggage 
was  clear  of  the  Eotal ;  only  thrtt  animals  having  had  to  be  aban- 
doned. This  will  show  in  what  good  condition  oar  transport  now 
is :  not  a  load  was  left  behind  and  the  regiments  with  General 
Baker  bad  once  mors  the  pleasure  of  seeing  their  tents  and  kit. 
The  men  bad  bivooacked  at  Sydabad,  and  the  cold  air  of  tbe  early 
morning  had  been  too  keen  to  be  comfortable.  General  Boberts 
with  bead-qoarters  joined  the  2nd  Brigade  which  encamped  at 
TaMa,  two  miles  beyond  Hyder  Ehel,  the  distance  from  Sydabad 
being  about  12  miles. 

To-day  (Angnst  14tb)  tbe  whole  force  is  concentrated  aboat 
Shashgao,  within  three  miles  of  tbe  Sher-i-Dahan  Kotal,  the 
cavalry  and  General  Baker's  brigade  having  marched  fourteen  miles 
from  Takai,  while  tbe  troops  commanded  by  Generals  Macpberson 
and  Macgregor  have  covered  between  sixteen  and  seventeen.  Tbe 
Shiniz  Valley  is  &om  six  to  ten  miles  across,  and  mns  almost  due 
north  and  sonth.  High  rolling  hills  rise  gradually  on  either  side, 
and  there  is  a  gentle  rise  from  abont  7,000  feet  above  sea  level 
at  Sydabad  to  8,000  feet  at  Shashgao,  where  we  are  now  encamped. 
There  is  only  a  narrow  strip  of  caltivation  about  tbe  river,  and 
scarcely  any  trees  after  Takia  is  left.  The  villages  are  all  strongly 
fortified,  each  consisting  of  a  nomber  of  walled  enclosures  with 
flanking  bottresees.  These  miniatore  forts  are  nsnally  built  in 
echelon,  and  sgainat  anything  bat  artillery  ooald  make  a  stoat 
resistance.  Tbe  Sbiniz  is  a  very  small  stream  at  this  season  of 
the  year,  bat  there  are  nameroas  springs  wbiob  give  an  excellent 
sapply  of  water.  Shashgao  is  almost  sarroanded  by  a  barren 
stony  plain,  the  cultivation  extending  bnt  a  mile  or  so  from  tbe 
vill^.  On  this  plain  tbe  whole  of  oar  force  is  now  encamped, 
this  being  the  first  time  tbe  Lientenant-General  has  had  the  foor 
brigades  concentrated.  It  is  a  bnge  encampment,  and  if  Sirdar 
Hasbim  Eban  has  caught  a  glimpse  of  it  he  may  well  be  pardoned 
for  hastening  awsy  to  Znrmnt.  Snpplies  have  not  come  in  so  aban- 
dantly  as  in  Logar,  the  coantry  being  much  poorer;  bat  still  good 
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green  forage  has  been  got  for  the  cavalry  and  transport,  and 
esongh  food  for  the  troopB.  It  ehonld  he  remembered  thatftff  the 
last  three  days  we  have  been  in  the  Wardak  coontry,  and  that  the 
Wardaks  are  no  great  frienda  of  the  new  Amir,  whose  ageols 
therefore  we  expected  to  do  little  for  as.  Bat  the  people  hare 
shown  no  hostility,  and  Major  Hastings  and  the  Political  Officers 
hare  bad  no  difficulty  in  dealing  with  the  moItAv.  This  ie  a  good 
sign,  and  proves  that  Hashim  Khan  has  really  no  party  worthy  of 
die  name  in  this  district.  To  have  reached  within  one  march  of 
Ohazni  without  a  sign  of  opposition  of  any  kind  mnst  convince 
even  the  greatest  alarmiBt  that  the  effect  npon  the  Afghan  mind 
of  Ayah's  victory  has  been  pnrely  local.  The  whole  coontiy  about 
Candahsr  may  be  ap  in  arms,  bat  there  is  no  corresponding  move- 
ment among  the  warlike  popolation  between  Cabnl  and  Ohazni. 

The  troops  are  improving  in  health  daily,  and  in  spite  of  long 
and  trying  marching  there  ia  the  beat  spirit  among  all  ranks. 
Men  falling  oat  on  the  march  are  monnted  on  spare  ponies, 
bnt  their  lot  is  not  a  cheerfol  one,  as  they  are  onmercifolly 
"  chaffed  "  by  Uieir  comrades,  who  go  swinging  along  with  many 
a  cheery  allneion  to  what  is  to  be  done  at  Can^ihar.  The 
greatest  anxiety  is  for  plenty  of  wholesome  fighting  to  reward 
them  for  their  weary  tramp,  and  nothing  wonld  please  them 
more  than  to  see  the  Sher-i-Dahan  Eotal  covered  with  Afghans 
to-morrow  morning. 

In  the  midst  of  onr  new  excitement  relative  to  Candahar  a 
little  incident  carries  many  of  ns  back  to  the  old  days 
December,  when  the  Cabnl  field  Force  was  fighting  againsi 
great  odds  about  Sherpnr.  To-night  in  the  Field  Force  orders 
appears  the  foUovring  in  memoriam : — 

"  Lientenuit-General  Sir  F.  Boberts  is  sure  that  all  ranks  ol 
the  late  Cabal  Field  Force  will  share  the  regret  he  feels  al 
the  death  of  Lientonant-Colonel  Cleland,  9th  (Qaeen's  Boyal) 
Lancers.  On  the  11th  December  last,  in  the  Chardeh  Valley, 
this  officer  was  dangeronsly  wonnded  whilst  gallantly  leading  hii 
distingnished  regiment  against  the  enemy.  From  the  effects  ol 
that  woand  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gleland  died  at  Marree  on  the 
7th  instant,  after  many  months  of  severe  suffering.  By  the  death 
of  Lieotenant-Colon«l  Cleland,  Sir  F.  Boberts,  in  common  with  a 
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large  Damber  of  officers  and  soldiers,  lias  lost  a  ralaed  friend, 
whilst  Het  Majesty's  Army  has  beeD  deprived  of  the  services  of 
a  most  prontiaiiig  and  gallant  officer.  The  Lientenant-General 
desires  to  express  the  deep  ^mpathy  he  feels  with  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  9th  Lancers  in  the  personal  loss  they  hare 
Bustained." 


CHAPTER  U. 

The  AdTaDM  tluvngfa  (be  Sl>er-i-]>>li«n  Pa«a— The  Tomb  of  UaLmood  st  Boa— AniTsl 
■(Qbami — Bute  of  the  Citadel — A  Miierable-loiikiiig  Citj — Oonditioa  oF  tlieC&mp- 
FoUowen — Splendid  Muehing—LaiMe  by  the  Ewd — C&tkItj  Boocts— The  Battle* 
Geld  of  Alunod  Ehel — A  Bud  on  Powisdah  Trader*  at  Chardeh  —  ITawi  from 
Ehelat-i-Ohilnl  and  Candahai^Hokor  to  Panjak :  ■  Trjing  Maroh— Sir  F.  Bobem 
and  tfae  Troopo — The  Candabar  Fiovince  eotravd  at  Bhahjni— Hellognpbie  Com* 
mnnicatioD  with  Ehelat-i-Qhilzw— Selief  of  Colonel  Tanner's  Tioopi — Disasbtnu 
Sortie  at  Casdahar— Ajnb  Ebu  Btleei  tbe  8i«ge— Caraliy  March  to  Bobat— 
Heliograpbing  irith  Qeneral  Primrae — Qeneral  H.  Googh  meeta  Colonel  St.  John — 
"InTonab"  of  Aynb  Kban— Dial?  of  the  Uarch  from  Cabul. 

Qbazhi,  15fA  Avgitst,  1880. 
NoTHiKQ  occurred  to  distnib  as  last  night  in  onr  camping-groond 
at  Shashgao,  and  we  tamed  ont  as  nsnal  at  three  o'clock  and  loaded 
up  for  t^e  day's  march.  Il  was  well  known  yesterday  that  no 
armed  gathering  was  at  Ghazui ;  bnt  in  this  ooantry  no  one  can 
say  what  a  night  may  bring  forth,  and  orders  were  accordingly 
issaed  for  tbe  advance  through  the  Sher-i-Dahan  Pass  to  be  made 
as  if  an  enemy  were  actually  at  band.  With  between  8,000  and 
9,000  baggage  animals  to  be  guarded,  great  precautions  had  to 
be  taken  to  make  the  line  of  march  as  compact  as  possible,  and 
this  object  was  gained  by  the  following  disposition : — ■ 

/  ]  Segiment  of  OaTalrj. 
, )  1  Companj  23ra  Honeen. 

J  S  guu  No.  S  UoQDtain  Batter;. 

^  1  Scgiment  Infantr;  from  let  Brigade. 
2. — Bemainder  of  lit  Brigade  with  i  gone  t!o.  2  UoDUtain  Batter;  preoediog  S-8  Rojal 

ArtiUerj  in  order  of  marcb. 
3.— 2nd  Infantry  Brigade. 

t. — OaTBlry  Brigade,  with  the  exoeption  of  one  troop  attached  to  Srd  Brigade. 
S. — Bagpge  Colomn,  manhalled  by  Ueatenant- Colonel  low. 
6. — BMi-gnard,  oonBining  of  the  whole  of  Srd  Brigade  with  a  troop  of  Cavaliy. 

Owing  to  the  darkness  of  the  morning  and  the  nature  of  the  road 
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it  was  fonnd  neoesBary  to  modify  this  disposition ;  the  92iid 
Highlandws  went  first,  with  the  Cavalr;  Brigade  following,  astil 
the  Bonthem  end  of  the  Pass  was  reached,  when  a  squadron  fA 
cavaliy  trotted  forward  to  reconnoitre  the  ooontry  towards  Ohszni. 
The  8ber-i-Dahan  Pass  might,  from  its  name  (the  lion's  mon^) 
be  expected  to  be  very  formidable,  whereas  it  is  one  of  the  easiest 
inAfgbanistan.  Therisefrom  the  Shasbgao  plain  to  the  Eotal  is 
only  400  feet,  and  is  so  gradoal  that  it  is  scarcely  noticeable. 
The  road  is  not  at  all  shnt  in  for  the  first  2  miles,  the  hills  rolling 
away  on  either  hand  in  easy  nndnlations.  The  Eotal  is  marked 
on  onr  maps  as  9,000  feet  high,  bnt  it  was  found  by  aneroid 
measurements  to  be  only  8,800.  The  road  is  enfficiently  broad 
to  allow  of  four  horsemen  riding  abreast,  and  is  in  very  good  order. 
For  abont  a  mile  after  the  Eotal  is  crossed  there  is  a  gradoal 
descent  and  the  bills  close  in ;  but  they  soon  recede,  and  one 
enters  npon  an  open  plain,  basin- shaped^^n  which  is  a  line  of 
harez  famishing  water  for  a  few  score  acres  of  cnltiTation.  The 
road  crosses  the  plain,  and  goes  in  Dearly  a  straight  line  up  a 
second  low  Eotal,  from  the  top  of  which  the  Ghazni  plain  is  OTer- 
looked.  The  Tillages  of  Eila  Hinda  and  Ehodobad  are  seen  on 
the  left ;  Boza  is  directly  in  front ;  while  in  the  distance,  over  a 
mass  of  vegetation,  rises  the  Ghazni  citadel,  the  town  itself  not 
being  visible.  The  Shei-i-Dahan  conld  scarcely  he  held  against 
any  large  force,  as  it  can  be  tnmed  on  either  band,  all  the  hills 
being  accessible  to  infantry  and  mountain  gons.  There  are  no 
positions  sach  as  can  be  held  by  a  few  hundred  men,  as  in  the 
Khyber,  Shatargardan,  and  JagdoUuck  Passes ;  only  sloping  sides 
of  hills,  many  of  which  horsemen  can  ride  np.  These  hills  are 
as  hare  and  barren  as  Afghan  hills  geaerally  are,  not  a  tree  being 
seen  for  miles. 

It  was,  therefore,  a  great  relief  to  enter  upon  the  fertile  conntt; 
aboat  Ohazni  itself.  At  this  season  of  the  year  the  crops  of 
Indian-corn  and  Inceme  grass  cover  the  fields  with  greenness, 
while  the  walled  orchards  sorronnd  the  villages  with  belts  of  foli^e, 
promising  shade  and  coolness  most  grateful  to  wearied  men. 
Vineyards  also  abonnd,  the  ground  being  rich  and  water  plentiful, 
and  delicious  grapes  are  retailed  at  prices  lower  than  in  Cabol 
itself.    A  donkey  load  made  np  of  two  large  baskets,  each  wei^- 
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log  40]bB.  or  SOlbe.,  cost  as  only  three  rupees  when  onr  advanced 
guard  waa  at  Boza,  though  prices  rose  enormoasly  aa  the  day 
wore  OD.  The  troops  passed  by  a  narrow  lane  through  Boza,  the 
oatskirts  of  which  are  a  mass  of  vineyards,  while  the  village  it- 
self boasts  of  several  high,  well-built  hoases  as  well  as  of  the 
tomb  of  libbmood  of  Ohazni.  A  ronning  stream  of  pure  water 
pours  through  the  village  and  crosses  the  road  near  the  gat^  and 
ahoat  this  some  hundred  men  were  gathered  to  watch  onr  army 
file  past.  Some  of  ns  tnmed  into  Boza,  and  made  onr  way  to 
Mahmood's  tomb,  to  which  vre  were  directed  with  every  show  of 
eagerness.  It  stands  in  a  trailed  garden,  and  there  is  a  mde 
building  about  it  which  probably  serves  as  a  mosque.  In  the 
garden  are  richly-carved  stone  gargoyles  and  images  resembling 
the  Assyrian  boll,  probably  the  spoil  bronght  by  Mahmood  to  his 
capital  when  retoming  from  some  of  his  sttccessfal  expeditions. 
The  tomb  itself  is  etiU  well  preserved,  the  marble  being  beanti* 
fiilly  polished  and  kept  clear  of  even  a  speck  of  dirt  or  dast.  In 
place  of  the  gates  of  Somnath,  which  Nott  carried  back  to  India 
nearly  forty  years  ago,  are  richly-carved  doors  of  a  wood  made  to 
resemble  sandal  wood,  while  handreds  of  horseshoes  and  other 
tokens  are  nailed  on  the  lintel.  The  tiger-skin  mentioned  by 
YigDO  as  being  the  largest  he  had  ever  seen,  still  hangs  on  the 
wall  jast  ontside  the  gate.  Bits  of  rich  carving  and  elaborate 
inscriptions  can  still  be  traced  on  ibe  walls  of  the  room  boilt 
aboat  the  tomb ;  bat  there  is  an  air  of  decay  about  everything 
except  the  marble  slabs  of  the  tomb  itself.  These  are  about  8 
feet  long  by  2  in  breadth,  and  are  raised  some  2  feet  above  the 
cracked  stone  flooring.  The  Sufio  inscriptions  are  still  very  well 
preserved.  Particoloured  banners  are  stretched  across  the  roof 
to  prevent  dust  falling  from  above,  and  a  janitor  sits  stolidly  at 
the  entrsuce  to  see  that  the  tomb  is  not  desecrated.  The  remains 
of  the  King  who  invaded  India  eleven  times  rest  peacefully  enough 
in  the  picturesque  village  overlooked  by  the  Ghazni  citadel,  but 
glory  has  departed  irom  the  neighbouring  city,  once  the  capital 
of  a  most  powerful  kingdom. 

Ohazni  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  a  long  undulating  spur  which 
runs  down  from  the  west  of  the  Sher-i-Dahan  Pass  and  gradually 
loses  itself  in  the  plain.    Two  minars — ^high  tapering  pillars,  said 
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to  have  been  boilt  ages  ago  by  Mahmood — mark  the  road  leading 
from  Boza  to  the  Cabnl  Gate,  with  which  Darand's  name  ia  insepa- 
rably ooDoected ;  and  in  the  shade  of  these  pillars  Sir  Frederick 
BobertB  and  his  Staff  baited,  while  Major  Hastings,  Chief  Polid- 
tical  Officer,  rode  to  the  citadel  to  bring  in  Abdid  Reachid,  who 
is  nominally  acting  as  Goveraor  of  tJie  city  in  these  tronblooB 
times.  That  worthy  presently  appeared  with  a  score  of  moonted 
retainers,  all  more  or  less  ragged  and  disreputable,  and  the  Gene- 
ral rode  on  to  visit  the  Bala  Hissar  and  the  city  itself.  From  a 
military  point  of  view  the  citadel  is  badly  placed,  aa  a  hnoll  on 
the  spar  of  the  hill  commands  the  building  at  a  distance  of  only 
800  yards.  Artillery  on  this  knoU  conld  make  the  fortress  quite 
untenable,  while  gans  could  scarcely  be  worked  on  the  walls  in 
the  face  of  rifle-fire  &om  breech-loaders.  Bat  the  walls  are  by 
no  means  in  the  state  of  rain  reported  by  Sir  Donald  Stevart's 
force.  There  are  certainly  two  breaches  on  the  Bonth-westem  side, 
hot  they  coold  be  easily  repaired,  and  the  walls  are  so  thick  and 
high  that  to  send  a  Btorming  party  against  them  woald  involTe 
heavy  loss  of  life,  and  saccess  wonld  be  very  problematical  if  the 
garrison  were  at  all  resolnte  in  defence.  The  moat  is  nearly  dry, 
bat  an  irrigation  channel  nma  alongside,  from  which  the  water 
coold  be  diverted.  A  low  wall,  2  feet  high,  pierced  for  mosketry, 
and  with  small  flanking  bastions  on  the  escarp  8  or  10  yard^ 
above  the  moat,  is  in  ntter  rain ;  bat  of  the  main  walls  above,  the 
parapet  only  is  fallen  away,  the  roadway  along  the  top  being  still 
practicable  for  men  lining  it.  An  engineer  officer  gave  it  as  his 
opinion  that  the  Cabal  Bala  Hissar  was  really  in  very  little  better 
repair,  when  we  entered  it  last  October,  than  is  that  of  Ghazni  nov. 
The  approach  to  the  Cabul  Gate  is  by  a  road  over  the  moat,  bat  the 
gateway  itself  is  hidden  from  view,  as  two  flanking  walls,  88  feet 
high  and  20  yards  in  length,  stretch  oat  in  nearly  semicircolar 
shape.  Between  these  one  con  only  see  a  few  yards  in  advance, 
nnt^  a  sharp  tarn  shows  the  gateway  right  in  front.  There  is 
nothing  distinctive  in  its  appearance ;  it  is  of  the  pattern  common 
in  all  Afghan  forts  :  two  high  wooden  doors  opening  inwards,  of 
great  thickness  and  studded  with  iron  bolts.  The  masonry  on 
either  aide  and  above  it  is  blotched  and  scarred  by  time,  bnt  ii 
Btill  fairly  sabstantial.    A  drinking  fountain  is  on  the  left,  the 
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water  beiDg  carried  into  the  oit;  by  a  ohaanel  &om  the  hill  above. 
The  immediate  approach  liom  outside  is  rather  steep,  but  is  broad 
enough  to  admit  a  regiment  marohiiig  up  ia  fourB.  A  crowd  of 
oariona  citizeoa  blocked  the  gateway,  bat  they  readily  gave  place 
as  we  rode  io.  Immediately  within  the  gate  is  an  open  space 
some  60  yards  square,  and  rising  in  front  on  a  monnd  100  feet 
high  is  the  dtadel.  Two  well-worn  roads  lead  ap  to  it  at  an  an^e 
sufficient  to  make  riding  up  rather  difSoolt.  It  was  down  these 
that  a  swarm  of  swordsmen  rashed  and  cut  up  oar  leading  com- 
panies when  Nott  stormed  the  place.  Two  old  field-guns,  S-poan* 
ders,  were  standing  on  the  left,  mounted  on  carriages  of  very 
recent  make,  while  a  mad  building  with  barricaded  doors  was  said 
to  be  the  "  magazine  "  and  to  contain  two  more  gons  and  some 
ammunition.  The  interior  approaohes  to  the  waUs  were  in  bad 
repair;  bat  there  were  pathways  along  them,  and  plenty  of  mate- 
rials in  the  shape  of  sun-dried  mad  and  dehria  to  boild  a  new 
parapet. 

Gondacted  by  Abdol  Besohid,  who,  by  the  way,  is  fonder  of 
strong  liquor  than  a  true  Mahomedan  shoold  be,  Sir  F.  Boberts 
and  some  twenty  officers  rode  ap  to  the  citadel,  which  was  found 
quite  deserted.  It  is  rectangular  in  shape,  and  has  only  one 
gateway  facing  towards  Rosa,  the  moond  on  which  it  stands  fall- 
ing down  on  the  other  sides  almost  perpendicularly.  The  walls 
are  thirty  feet  high,  and  are  built  of  brick  and  mud,  each  of  the 
four  comers  boasting  of  embattled  towers,  which  at  a  distance 
seem  very  imposing.  The  eastern  half  overlooking  the  city  has 
been  built  within  the  last  few  years,  and  has  some  pretension  to 
architecture,  but  the  westent  section  is  just  as  it  stood  in  1840-41. 
An  open  ooartyard  is  entered  after  the  narrow  gateway  has 
been  passed,  and  two  tiers  of  rooms  look  down  upon  the 
blank  space  below,  which  shows  no  signs  of  being  the  keep  of  a 
citadel.  Abdul  Beschid  explained  that  in  the  old  rooms  on  the 
right  the  English  prisoners  were  confined,  while  the  Governor 
always  lived  in  the  new  quarters  commanding  the  city.  Into  these 
we  accordingly  went,  and  from  the  upper  rooms  a  grand  view 
was  obtained  of  the  surrounding  country,  thickly  dotted  over  with 
villages  embowered  in  orchards  and  vineyards.  One  could  appre- 
ciate the  fertility  of  the  Ghanni  province  at  once,  and  our  hopes  of 
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plentifal  BUppUea  being  forthooming  for  the  troopa  mounted  hi^. 
At  OUT  feet  lay  GIuuEni  itself  with  its  endtolinK  walls,  and  a  more 
miserable-lookiiig  cit;  could  scarcely  be  imagined.  The  "  honsaa " 
are  low  mad  hnta,  nearly  all  of  one  story,  and  streets  thoa 
appeared  to  be  none.  The  24ih  F.K.I.  had  marched  in  throo^ 
the  Cabnl  Gate  direcUy  in  onr  walce,  and  their  band  wf^  tiw 
echoes  of  the  place  right  cheerily  as  we  listened  to  Abdnl  B«- 
ohid's  chatter  concetning  Hashim  Ehan  and  young  Mahomed  Ali 
Jan,  who  had  fled  four  days  before — not  in  fear,  bat  because  tht^ 
had  no  wish  to  fight  the  British,  their  qnairel  being  vith  Abdnr 
Bahmaa  alone.  Presently  we  rode  down  into  the  town,  and 
fonnd  it  as  miserable  as  it  looked  &om  above.  There  wu  an 
attempt  at  a  covered  bazaar,  the  covering  being  twigs  and  branohea 
of  trees  to  afford  shelter  from  the  son ;  bat  the  street  wu  w 
narrow  that  we  had  to  go  in  single  file,  and  in  places  one  ooold 
step  &om  shop  to  shop  across  the  roadway  without  efi'ort.  I 
have  called  them  shops  ont  of  coartesy,  for  Gbasni  was  onoe  1 
great  city,  bat  they  are  really  wretched  stalls  in  which  grapes, 
&ait,  corn,  and  atUir  are  retailed.  A  few  blacksmiths  and  shoe- 
makers' shops  were  alone  worthy  of  the  name,  and  aftw  teo 
minutes'  inspection  we  rode  out  of  Ghazni  by  a  second  gate, 
some  200  yards  distant  &om  the  one  by  which  we  had  entered. 
This  gate  was  ^so  in  fairly  good  order,  and  a  storming  pai^ 
entering  by  it  wonld  get  entangled  in  the  narrow  streets,  all 
oonunanded  by  the  citadel  above.  Ghazni,  while  not  so  minoDi 
as  it  has  been  painted,  is  certainly  rapidly  decaying,  and  another 
generation  will  probably  see  it  at  its  lowest  ebb. 

Our  camp  was  pitched  on  a  large  sandy  plain  almost  due  eut 
of  the  city,  and  to-morrow  we  begin  our  march  to  Ehelat-i-Ghilw, 
which  we  hope  to  reach  on  the  28th  or  29th  of  the  month,  the 
rapidity  of  our  movements  depending  now  upon  the  capacity  of 
the  coontry  to  furnish  forage  for  our  cavalry  and  our  traiupoit 
animals.  The  excitement  known  to  exist  abont  Gandahar  hu 
not  extended  northwards  yet,  and  there  seems  more  interest  in 
Cabul  affairs  conseqaent  npon  the  accession  of  Abdur  BahmUt 
than  in  the  movements  of  Ayub  Ehan.  Supplies  of  grain,  flov 
and  forage  have  been  got  in  abundance  to-day,  and  if  we  oonU 
only  be  stue  that  the  crops  of  Indian-corn  have  been  bowo  about 
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the  villagea  oq  the  lonte  wa  proBpacts  wonld  be  rer;  bright.  We 
h&Te  hitherto  got  along  wonderfolly  well ;  onr  troops  are  getting 
in  better  marching  order  daily,  and  oar  transport  animals  having 
been  well  rationed  are  aa  fit  for  heavy  and  continaoua  work 
as  can  ever  be  expected.  The  disappearance  of  Hasbim  Eban 
and  Mahomed  Ali  Jan  proves  that  the  people  have  no  stomach 
for  fitting,  for  if  these  Birdars  conid  have  raised  an  army  in 
this  district  they  wonid  nndonhtedly  have  tried  to  hury  ns  on 
the  march,  Onr  force  nnmbers  in  all  over  18,000  men,  soldiers 
and  followers,  and  oar  line  mnst  straggle  a  little  in  spite  of  all 
precantione.  The  weakest  link  in  onr  chain  is  the  state  of  the 
dboolie-bearers  and  followers,  who  lack  the  stamina  of  the  sepoys 
and  are  left  more  to  their  own  resonrces  than  men  under  strict 
regimental  discipline.  Dr.  Hanbnry,  Chief  Medical  OfGcer,  is 
doing  all  he  oan  to  keep  the  kakan  in  health,  and  as  ghu  is  not 
obtainable  he  has  procured  the  issne  of  a  small  meat  ration  to  all 
followers.  The  qnantity  will  be  increased  if  sheep  can  be  got  at 
the  villages,  and  nnder  this  system  break-downs  are  likely  to  be 
reduced  to  a  minimam.  To  avoid  placing  in  dhoolies  men  who  are 
only  foot-sore.  Colonel  Low  is  buying  np  all  the  donkeys  he  can 
find,  and  on  these  snch  men  will  be  carried  imtil  they  are  again 
able  to  walk.  There  is  really  no  sickness  in  the  force,  except 
mild  forms  of  fever  and  diarrhcea,  from  which  men  are  detained 
in  hospital  only  a  few  days.  No  messengers  have  as  yet  arrived 
itom.  Khelat-i-Ghilsai,  but  we  expect  to  receive  letters  in  a  few 
days. 

Caup  Khelat-i-Ghilzai,  2Sr(i  Au^vtU 
To-day  is  the  fifteenth  from  Cabal,  and  the  eighth  from  Ghazni, 
and  so  &r  Sir  F.  Itoberts'a  march  has  been  most  sncoessfal.  We 
have  flome  throngh  an  enemy's  oonntry  withont  any  show  of 
opposition  being  made,  and  the  merit  of  the  march  is  therefore 
its  nneqnalled  rapidity.  From  Ghazni  we  have  covered  136 
miles  in  eight  days,  giving  an  average  of  17  miles  per  day,  con- 
tinaons  marching;  while,  taking  Beni  Hissar  as  oar  starting 
point,  we  have  done  2S6  miles  in  fifteen  days,  or  on  on  average 
16'7  miles  per  day.  For  a  regiment  alone  to  do  this  would  not 
be  extraordinary,  fcnt  for  a  force  nambering  18,000  sonls,  vrith 
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between  8,000  and  9,000  baggage  animale,  to  cotct  this  d 
without  a  day's  halt,  is  a  feat  in  marching  which  is  perhaps  nn- 
rivalled.  Sir  F.  Boberts's  march  apon  Cabal  last  year  proved  ^ut 
can  he  done  by  a  determined  General  in  the  face  of  enormous 
diffiouldea,  bnt  onr  present  work  is  a  more  remarkable  achiere- 
ment ;  and  even  if  there  ahonld  he  no  second  GhantBia  at  the  end 
boUi  officers  and  men  will  have  deaerred  well  of  their  connby. 
When  there  is  no  butcher's  bill  there  is  a  tendency  to  nndemte 
the  importance  of  miUtary  moTements ;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped 
there  will  be  little  detraction  in  regard  to  the  relief  of  Cand&hv. 
Only  those  who  have  shared  in  the  march  can  form  an  idea  of  tlu 
discomfort  and  hardship  involved ;  and  I,  as  a  non-combatut, 
with  no  one  bnt  myself  to  take  care  of,  have  had  many  opportnui- 
ties  of  seeing  how  splendidly  the  men  have  behaved,  and  bo* 
officers  have  not  spared  themselves  in  carrying  oat  the  oideis  of 
the  Qeneral  directing  the  movement.  The  regiments  forming  Uu 
fighting  line  have,  after  marching  for  eight  hoars,  oflen  throngb 
sandy  soil  or  over  rongh  groand,  to  famish  on  arrival  at  camp 
parties  for  all  kinds  of  duty ;  one  part;  for  wood,  another  for 
hhoota  and  green  forage,  a  third  for  guards,  while  sentry-go  and 
picqaet  daty  at  night  have  allowed  what  is  technically  known  u 
only  "  three  nights  in  bed,"  Then  the  rear-gaard  work  has  been 
terribly  heavy :  regiments  on  this  dnty  reach  camp  sometiineB 
as  late  as  nine  o'clock,  having  been  nnder  arms  since  foar  o'elocli 
in  the  early  morning.  The  next  day's  march  begins  at  4  a.ii-i 
and  the  men  have  had  to  tarn  ont  at  reveille  (2.45  a. v.),  load  np 
their  baggage  animals,  and  fall  in  as  if  they  bad  enjoyed  a  king 
ni^t's  rest.  The  nights  have  lacMly  been  delioioasly  cool,  and  the 
early  mornings  even  bitterly  cold :  but  two  boors  after  snnrise  tba 
heat  makes  itself  felt,  and  from  eight  o'clock  antil  foar  the  son 
beats  down  apon  the  open  treeless  conntry  with  great  fierceneai- 
Marching,  one  does  not  feel  it  so  much,  hat  in  the  trying  pamei 
when  cast  loads  have  to  be  replaced  upon  broken-dowo  moles,  ind 
when  waiting  in  camp  for  the  tente  to  oome  up,  the  heat  paniBhes 
the  men  fearfoUy.  Blistered  hands  and  fiujes  were  comow 
enongh  daring  the  first  days  of  the  march,  and  althongh  thou 
have  come  to  be  little  r^^arded,  there  remain  that  bodily  exbaiu- 
tios  and  lassttade  resulting  from  long  exposure  in  the  son  and  i 
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short  allowance  of  eleep  at  niglit.  The  extremes  of  temperatara 
ma;  be  appreciated  whan  I  state  that  the  thermometer  at  4  A.11. 
regifltera  45°  in  the  open,  and  at  4  f.k.  106°  in  a  donble-fiy 
tent.  For  the  lut  two  marohes  we  have  torned  out  at  1  a.m.  and 
marched  at  2.80,  in  order  to  get  the  main  bodjr  into  camp  early  in 
the  day,  aod  as  we  have  had  a  bright  moon  to  light  up  the  road, 
the  marching  has  been  excellent.  The  rear-goard  gets  in  by  about 
three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  troops  hare  ample  time  to 
prepare  their  food  before  "  taming  in  "  at  half-past  seven. 

It  is  well  for  ns  that  food  has  been  plentiful  along  the  roate,  for 
without  liberal  rations  no  men  oonld  stand  the  constant  call  apon 
their  powers ;  and  we  have  been  Incky  also  in  getting  plenty  of 
green  forage  for  oar  animals.  The  villages  which  were  deserted 
when  Sir  Donald  Stewart  marched  to  Cabal,  we  have  foand  all 
&irly  well  peopled ;  the  villagers  had  sown  their  crops  of  Indian- 
corn,  which  we  have  been  able  to  pnrohase  for  transport  require- 
ments. We  expected  to  find  a  howling  desert,  whereas  we  have 
found  a  atrip  of  coltivation,  narrow  enough,  but  still  sufficient  for 
oni  needs.  We  oonld  not  possibly  have  maintained  oar  rate  of 
rapid  marching  if  this  had  not  been  so,  for  continaoas  work  will 
break  down  the  best  mole  ever  bred  if  the  animal  be  not  prqwrly 
fed.  General  Hogh  Qough's  cavalry  brigade  has  also  been  kept 
Dp  to  its  effidest  state,  and  the  horses  look  nearly  as  fit  as  when 
they  left  Cabal. 

I  have  already  alladed  to  out  followers  as  being  the  greatest 
drag  upon  us,  and  the  kakars  have  andoabtedly  had  a  struggle  to 
keep  up.  They  are  such  btalists  that  they  believe  it  is  part  of 
their  kitmut  to  wander  off  the  road  into  obsoure  nulJaht,  there  to 
fall  asleep,  and  take  the  risk  of  being  out  up  by  A^hans.  Of  late 
the  troops  of  cavalry  forming  the  rear-goard  have  quartered  the 
oonntry  like  beaters  at  a  tiger  hunt,  and  the  sleeping  kahari  have 
been  rudely  wakened  and  brought  along.  Baggage  animals  with 
•ore  backs  have  been  utilized  for  carrying  the  poor  wretohea  into 
camp,  a  mole  gone  in  the  withers  being  quite  equal  to  bearing  a 
man  astride  bis  baok.  Wonderful  to  say,  men  stra^le  into  oamp 
long  after  midnight,  nnharmed  and  perfectly  self-satisfied.  They 
have  enjoyed  their  sleep  in  obscure  ravines,  and  have  then  re- 
snmed  their  maroh  as  if  in  a  friendly  country.     Some  of  them 
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tell  strange  storieB  of  h&Ting  been  stripped  by  Afghana  and  then 
allowed  to  escape ;  bat  these  are  Mabomedans  who  have  claimed 
fellowship  in  religion  with  the  tribesmen.  Ooi  actual  loss  in 
dead  and  missing  since  we  left  Cabal  is,  I  believe,  as  follows : — 
Died — Europeans,  one ;  sepoys,  four ;  kakars,  five ;  followeia, 
five ;  missing — forty-three.  Of  the  men  who  have  died,  one 
private  of  the  72nd  and  one  eepoy  of  the  23rd  Pioneers  committed 
soicide ;  three  sepoye  died  from  obstraction  of  the  bowels  cansed 
by  eating  nnripe  Indian-corn,  and  then  drinking  large  qoantities 
of  water.  Of  the  miBsing  many  are  known  to  have  been  kakan 
trying  to  get  to  the  Ehyber  line,  and  Hazara  syoee  who  have  gone 
to  their  own  oonntry.  There  were  491  soldiers  in  hospital  on  the 
24th  Angnst. 

Regarding  ooi  transport,  we  have  at  work  now  2,664  yabooM  and 
ponies  as  against  2,919  when  we  left  Cabal ;  4,426  moles  as 
against  4,609;  934  donkeys  as  against  929;  and  ISO  camels. 
Many  of  the  donkeys  and  all  the  camels  have  been  obtained  on 
the  road.  Oar  total  transport  now  consists  of  8,174  ftnimala  of 
all  kinds,  while  the  Ehelat-i-Gfailzai  garrison  will  famish  801 
camels,  132  mnles,  ten  ponies,  and  266  donkeys.  The  garrison 
is  made  np  of  two  companies  of  the  66th  (141  men),  the  2nd 
Belnchis  (676),  squadron  8rd  Scind  Horse  (107  sabres),  with  two 
gnns  of  G-2  B.A.  (forty-seven  men),  two  medical  ofiSoers,  one 
commissariat  officer,  and  varioas  details,  amonnting  in  all  to  a 
total  of  1,006  men.  They  have  stored  in  the  fort  a  Urge  quan- 
ta^ of  tinned  meat  and  sonps,  attar,  com,  and  bkooaa,  which  will 
be  a  most  welcome  addition  to  onr  stores.  To-day,  also,  a  vring 
of  the  Belnchis  have  moved  ont  to  Jaldak,  our  next  stage,  where 
they  will  collect  supplies  for  the  force.  We  are  to  halt  here  to- 
morrow to  give  men  and  animals  a  short  rest. 

Having  sammarized  some  of  oar  diffienltiea  and  drawn 
attention  to  the  merits  of  the  march,  considered  apart  firom  its 
ultimate  ending,  I  will  now  give  in  detail  the  stages  marched  from 
day  to  day  and  the  actual  distances  covered.  On  August  12th  we 
left  CMiAzni  and  marched  to  Yergatta,  just  past  the  battlefield  of 
Ahmed  Ehel — 20  good  miles.  The  brigades  got  into  moticm  at 
4  A.if.,  and  the  cavalry  began  the  work  which  they  have  siiwe 
performed  daily,  sod  which  I  will  now  aUade  to  once  for  aQ. 
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The;  were  spread  out  all  across  the  valley,  snd  worked 
steadily  aloBg,  examining  every  yard  of  groand  and  feeling  for 
an  enemy  who  has  never  yet  ehown  himself.  A  bright  jnoon 
&voiired  th^  movements,  and  when  one  got  a  little  ahead  of  the 
infantry  it  was  a  weird  sight  to  see  a  chain  of  phantom-like  men 
and  horses  stretching  away  on  either  hand,  until  lost  in  the  early 
morning  mist.  Too  high  praise  cannot  be  given  to  Gteneral  Hngh 
Gongh  and  his  fine  cavalry  brigade  for  the  way  in  which  this 
covering  movement  was  done.  The  infantry  coold  march  along 
in  perf^t  secorUy  with  the  knowledge  that  some  1,600  troops 
were  in  front  and  on  the  fluik8|'A*t  tiie  "  eyes  of  onr  anny,"  as 
the  Germans  have  it,  were  wide  open.  BowaiB,  when  properly 
bandied,  make  excellent  Uhlans^  aa  they  are  all  light-weights  and 
their  horses  seldom  tire.  Onr  more  heavily  aocontred  English 
cavalry  are  of  conrse  handicapped  at  such  oroas-coontry  work,  bnt 
the  9th  Lanc««  are  so  eager  to  reach  Candahar  and  capture  a  few 
of  Aynb'a  gnns  that  they  make  light  of  the  burning  sun  and  bitter 
fotigne ;  their  want  of  knowledge  of  the  language  and  habits  of 
the  people  is  more  than  compensated  by  extra  vigilance  and  care  in 
Boonting.  The  cavalry  marches  wne  always  several  miles  longer 
than  those  made  by  the  in&ntry,  by  reason  of  their  constant 
scenting ,-  while  before  camp  was  pitdied  patrols  were  eent  ont  five 
miles  in  advance  on  reconnoitring  dnty.  A  troop  was  detailed  daily 
to  act  with  onr  in&ntry  rear-gcard,  and  they  were  always  last  in, 
as  they  had  to  sweep  all  stray  animals  and  followers  before  them. 
Bnt  for  this  arrangement  many  lives  wonld  have  been  lost,  as  the 
apathy  of  a  tired  kahar  or  other  follower  is  extraordinary. 

This  first  march  out  of  Ghazni  was  very  trying.  After  passing 
thzoagh  the  walled  gardens  about  the  town,  and  turning  to  take  a 
Corewell  look  at  the  Bala  Hissar,  most  imposing  when  viewed  &om 
Ute  Booth,  we  got  into  the  open  country,  and  before  as  was  the 
plain  stretching  right  away  to  Khelat-i-G-hikai,  with  no  break  in 
its  continoity.  The  hills  which  bound  it  ma;  Bend  out  minor 
span,  and  the  lower  ranges  on  the  east  between  the  Ghazni  Biver 
and  the  high  Khonak  moontauis  may  seem  at  timoB  about  to  close 
in  upon  the  road ;  but  there  is  not  a  Kotal  to  be  crossed,  and  the 
vall^  is  always  broad  enongh  to  allow  of  three  colunms  of  route. 

The  oharacteristioB  of  the  country  north  of  Khelat-i-Ghilzai  are 
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ver;  aconntelf  detailed  in  oGBcial  roate  booka :  the  villages,  with 
theii  orcherda  and  patchea  of  cultiTation,  are  nnmeronB  enoagh 
for  the  first  few  miles.  The;  then  grow  fewer  and  fewer,  and  the 
plain  hecomes  a  waste  covered  with  the  oamd-tbom  acrnb  and 
intersected  b;  deep  rsTinea  ranning  from  the  foot  of  the  hills  on 
either  aide  down  to  the  riTer  bed.  These  are  formed  by  the 
streams  resulting  from  the  melting  bdowb,  and  their  banks  are 
so  steep  that  they  are  at  times  formidable  obstatdes  to  baggage 
animals.  Streams  of  water,  chiefly  from  hurts  sooroes,  cross  the 
road  at  right -angles  &om  time  to  time,  and  near  these  are 
generally  a  few  fields  of  IndianHSom,  looeme  and  melon  beds. 
In  this  first  march,  for  example,  we  croased  a  broad  river  bed 
three  miles  aonth  of  dhazni,  and  then  got  npon  a  sandy  plain 
which  lasted  almost  as  far  as  Nani,  where  a  nomber  of  small 
streams  fomiah  wat«r  for  the  oropa.  Here  an  boor's  halt  was 
called  (which  only  served  to  stiffen  the  men),  and  then  we  moved 
towards  Ahmed  Ehel  over  an  arid  plain  which  led  to  the  rolling 
hilla  on  which  Sir  Donald  Stewart  fooght  his  action.  Nothing 
conld  be  more  desolate  than  the  country  of  Ahmed  Ehel  and  the 
battlefield  itself,  bat  we  got  water  at  Yergatta,  and  a  few  fields  erf 
Indian-corn  for  our  worn-out  animals.  The  scarcity  of  wood  all 
down  the  line  of  march  was  also  a  soorce  of  constant  trooble — at 
Yergatta  camel-thorn  scrub  having  to  be  collected  and  burned. 
The  (oder  of  march  from  Ghazni  was :  2nd  and  3rd  Brigades 
leading,  and  Ist  Brigade  (with  troop  of  cavalry)  acting  as  rear- 
goard.  The  leading  brigades  marched  in  parallel  colomns  of 
route  and  reached  Ye^tta  about  S  f.u.  A  terrific  dust-storm 
was  blowing,  and  the  task  of  getting  in  the  baggage  was 
nnaanally  hard.  The  lat  Brigade  loat  its  way  in  the  storm,  and 
the  rear-gnard  did  not  arrive  in  camp  until  long  after  dork.  Uen 
and  animals  were  alike  ezhanated  by  this  long  march,  tike  longest 
save  one  made  on  the  route. 

Snob  officers  of  General  Stewart's  force  as  were  with  ns 
explained  the  positions  in  the  Ahmed  Ehel  action,  and  onr 
Borpriae  was  indeed  great  that  even  ghazis  conld  "  rush  "  infimtiy 
armed  with  breech-loaders  over  ground  on  which  there  was  not  a 
bit  of  cover.  There  were  between  400  or  600  graves  on  the  battle- 
field ihowing  wber«  the  enemy's  dead  had  been  buried  ;  in  plaot 
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of  beadstonea  there  were,  in  a  few  isasea,  the  scabbard  of  a  Bword 
or  knife  stiokiDg  up,  transfizing  a  bloody  cap  or  a  pair  of  old 
flhoes  belonging  to  the  dead  gbazi.  I  am  Borry  to  say  the  grsTea 
in  which  onr  dead  were  buried  had  been  torn  open  and  dishonoored. 
On  one  of  the  largest  grares  had  bees  fonnd  a  small  piece  of 
paper  tied  to  a  stick.  On  being  unrolled  an  inscription  was 
seen,  stating  that  the  spot  was  saered  to  the  memory  of  the 
"  martyrs  "  who  had  fallen  in  fight  agaioBt  the  English  army — 
the  date  given  was  1297  A.H.  Bat  for  the  interest  attaching  to 
Ahmed  Ehel  onr  camp  at  Yergatta  would  have  seemed  doably 
dreary.  Fortnnately  oor  animale  had  been  fed  at  the  halting- 
place  at  Nani,  which  somewhat  lessened  the  soldier's  work  when 
eamp  was  pitched. 

On  Angnst  17th  a  comparaUvely  short  march  of  twelve  miles 
was  made  to  Chardeh  by  way  of  Mashakt.  The  previons  day's 
march  had  sorely  tried  onr  transport,  bnt  we  got  in  after  mnch 
straggling  of  animals  on  the  road,  Sandy  stretches  also  tried 
the  men's  feet  a  good  deal,  numbers  of  sepoys  falling  ont  of  the 
ranks  Avm  foot-Boreness.  The  Chardeh  gronp  of  villages  covers 
a  wide  stretch  of  conntry,  bnt  many  of  the  walled  enclosures 
were  deserted,  and  forage  was  difficult  to  get.  Numbers  of 
Powindah  traders  were  seen,  and  there  was  a  little  excitement  ia 
the  evening,  thanks  to  these  men.  We  were  snzioas  to  hire  or 
purchase  a  number  of  camels  to  aid  our  transport,  and  the 
Powindohs  at  one  large  encampment  promised  to  provide  500  of 
their  beasts.  They  afterwards  refused  to  send  in  even  100,  and 
Colonel  Low,  with  300  men  drawn  from  MacphersoD's  brigade, 
surrounded  their  camp  at  dask.  The  Powindahs  had  hidden  the 
camel- sad  dies,  and  they  turned  the  camels  loose,  while  the 
women  and  children  rushed  among  the  soldiers,  abasing  them 
heartily  and  making  a  terrific  din.  Some  shots  were  fired  at  the 
Choorkas,  who  returned  the  fire,  but  onr  officers  prevented  any 
serious  fight.  Lieutenant  Ctordon,  of  the  4th  Qhoorkas,  bad  a 
narrow  escape  from  being  hamstmng ;  as  he  was  passing  one  of 
the  tents,  a  man  strack  at  his  leg  with  a  knife,  thrusting  it 
out  from  below.  Ctordon's  sword  saved  him,  the  knife  cutting 
through  the  scabbard  to  the  steel.  Eventually  160  camels  vero 
oaptnred  and  brought  into  our  camp.     On  this  day  we  receired 
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oar  fitBt  news  from  Khelat-i-Ohilzai,  s  measengar  arrinng  with 
a  letter  from  Colonel  Tanner,  Snd  BelacluB,  oommimding  the 
garrison.  He  set  onr  minds  at  rest  on  sereral  points,  for  the 
Povindahs  hod  alarmed  ns  by  stating  that  Gandahar  had  ^len, 
and  the  KheUt-i-Ghibsai  garriaon  were  bard  pressed.  In  place  of 
this  we  learned  that  all  was  well  at  the  latter  place,  the  oonntr; 
not  having  risen.  A  letter  from  Colonel  Si.  John,  dated  Aognst  8tfa, 
was  also  enclosed,  its  purport  being  that  Gandahar  was  completel; 
inrested,  bat  that  the  garrison  had  sapplies  for  two  months  and 
bAmtm  for  fifteen  days ;  16,000  Afghans  had  been  tnmed  ont  of 
the  city,  whidi  ms  held  by  onr  troops.  At  Chatdeh  most  of  the 
Hazarsa  who  had  marched  with  as  &om  Cabal  left  camp  for  thdr 
own  country,  which  lay  beyond  the  range  of  hills  on  onr  right. 
Oar  caTalry  foond  about  a  thoasand  Hazaras  with  their  horses 
and  cattle  in  a  fbrt  near  onr  camping-groond.  Their  story 
was  that  they  had  been  ahnt  np  since  April  by  the  A^hans, 
who  had  sworn  to  kill  them  for  aiding  Sir  Donald  Stewart. 
They  regarded  na  as  their  deliverers,  and  made  a  harried  eiit 
over  the  hills,  glad  to  escape  while  oar  army  waa  holding 
Chardeh. 

On  Aagast  18th  we  marched  16  miles  to  Oba  Earez,  oar  way 
being  lighted  for  a  mile  by  the  blazing  rains  of  the  fort  lately 
ocoopied  by  the  Hazaras,  which  the  A^han  villagers  had  fired. 
We  coold  see  villages  dotted  about  for  the  first  five  or  six  miles, 
and  mnning  streams  gave  ample  water  for  the  troops ;  bat  the 
last  eight  or  nine  miles  was  barren  plain  with  nothing  growing 
bat  camel-thorn ;  not  even  a  stagnant  pool  to  relieve  the  mm'i 
thirst.  There  is  do  village  at  Obn  Earez,  which  is  merely  s 
halting-place,  where  a  delicions  stream  of  water  irom  a  harts 
bursts  oat  at  the  foot  of  a  moand  160  feet  high.  A  number  of 
villagers  from  a  distance  had'  brought  a  few  supplies  to  this  mound, 
and  also  donkey-loads  of  water-melons,  which  oar  men  fell  upon 
most  ravenously.  The  vrant  of  vrater  told  most  of  aU  upon  the 
fbUowers,  whose  state  at  times  was  pitiable.  We  camped  aboot  a 
mile  beyond  the  hxr&s,  near  the  stream  flowing  from  it.  To-day 
we  received  another  letter  from  Ebelat-i-0hilzai,  under  date  13th 
Aiiguet,  It  was  from  Captain  Yate,  Political  Officer  with  Colonel 
Tanner.    Captain  Yate  wrote  : — 
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"  I  Bend  yon  a  copy  of  Colonel  St.  John's  letter  of  8tli  Aagnst, 
receiTed  yesterday,  oar  only  communication  vith  iihe  ont«r  world 
Bince  July  26tb.  Tliat  letter  will  give  yon  all  the  information 
we  poBsesa.  I  shall  be  gUd  if  yoa  will  kindly  Bend  me  by  the 
retnm  messenger  a  copy  of  yonr  rente  to  Gandabar,  to  enable 
me  to  make  what  arrangements  I  can  for  supplies  along  the 
road.  EverytbiDg  ia  qoiet  about  here  and  down  the  road,  I 
belieTB,  aa  £u:  as  8hahr-i-Safa  or  Ehel-i-Akhnnd,  and  I  hope  to 
be  able  to  hare  bhoosa  and  floor  stored  ready  at  the  different 
stages.  The  Shobjai  district  has  been  rery  tmsettled  of  late  owing 
to  the  continned  presence  of  Mahomed  Aslam,  the  Tokhi  Chief, 
bat  he,  I  fancy,  will  more  off  as  soon  as  he  bears  of  the  approach 
of  yonr  force.  Directly  I  know  where  yoa  are  for  oertain  I  will 
send  oat  Mahomed  Sadik,  a  friendly  ToUii  Chief,  who  will  help  to 
get  in  snpplies  fiar  yonr  force  ....  Yesterday  we  received  letters 
from  Sir  B.  Sandeman  and  Wyllie  at  Qaetta,  who  were  umooa 
concerning  oar  safety." 

I  qnote  this  letter,  as  the  newB  that  the  country  was  qaiet 
north  of  Candahar  was  very  satisfoctory  to  ns  in  camp. 


Khel&t-i-Ghilzai,  2Srd  Auffoat. 

On  AngnBt  19th  onr  eleventh  march  from  Beni  Hissar  was  made 
to  Makar,  abont  15  milra.  When  we  were  at  Ghazni  we  were 
warned  that  a  great  tribal  gathering  would  bar  onr  road  at  Mnknr ; 
but  the  people  have  not  yet  forgotten  the  action  of  Ahmed  Khel, 
and  not  an  armed  man  presents  himself  at  any  village  we  visit. 
For  the  first  6  miles  out  of  Oba  E^rez,  not  a  drop  of  water  was 
fonnd  on  the  eamel-tbom  desert.  Our  route  took  us  gradually 
nearer  to  the  range  of  hills  on  the  west,  which  rise  almost  perpen- 
dieolarly  ont  of  the  plain.  The  order  of  march  was  changed,  the 
three  brigades  advancing  abreaet  with  their  respective  b^gsge  in 
rear,  and  a  regiment  of  cavaliy  arrayed  on  either  flank.  The 
country  was  so  flat  that  our  line  extended  for  2  miles^  at  times ; 
and  a  biave  show  was  Uius  made  of  onr -fighting  strength.  At 
abont  the  seventh  mile  we  were  6h^red  by  a  line  of  trees  in  the 
hx  distance,  showing  where  the  Mtfknr  Vilhgea  were  Scattered  on 
the  headwaters  of  the  Tomsk  Biver.    Without  aiiy  perceptible 
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rise  or  fall  we  crossed  the  watershed  of  the  Tilley,  uid  by  noon  our 
adTonoed  gnard  of  iofontr;  was  restiDg  under  £be  shade  of  the 
trees  about  a  'rill&ge  at  the  foot  of  a  hill  700  feet  high,  rising 
sheer  above  the  springs  from  which  the  Tnmak  takes  its  rise. 
The  oamping-groand  was  od  a  Foiling  plain  in  rear  of  tiie  villags, 
and  was  the  best  on  which  we  hod  yet  enc&tnped.  Sapplies  were 
abundant,  and  we  got  such  Inznries  as  fowls,  eggs,  and  milk  at 
reasonable  rates.  The  rillagers  turned  out  in  great  numbers,  and 
were  generally  fine,  handsome  fellows,  good-natured,  bat  very 
independent.  We  had  to  poll  down  a  few  of  their  hoases  ita 
firewood ;  bnt  as  the  owners  were  paid  handsomely  both  for  the 
wood  and  the  "  ruins,"  they  did  not  lose  their  good  temper,  and 
we  believed  in  the  end  that  similar  terms  woold  have  indneed  then 
to  pnll  down  the  whole  village. 

Ai^st  20th  will  always  be  remembered,  by  those  who  sarrive 
the  operations  now  being  carried  ont,  as  a  day  fnll  of  privation, 
and  calling  for  mach  endorance  by  officers  and  men.  We  marched 
&om  Mnkor  to  Panjak,  covering  21  miles  by  the  direct  road. 
Water  was  so  scarce  that  followers  fell  exhansted  on  the  roadside, 
and  we  had  to  send  back  bAiiteea  vrith  wiaxmka  of  water  to  save 
the  hikart  and  others  &om  dying  of  thirst.  The  heat  was  greater 
than  ever  in  the  day,  although  in  the  early  morning  the  air  bad 
been  bitterly  cold.  One  company  of  a  native  regiment  lay  down 
in  an  irrigation  channel,  the  water  of  which  was  too  muddy  to 
drink.  Not  a  tree  gave  shade  in  any  direction,  and  the  arid  plain 
with  its  scrub-growth  seemed  to  grow  red  hot.  I  do  not  wish  to 
exaggerate  the  sufferings  of  the  army ;  but  it  should  be  coasted 
in  our  fitvonr  hereafter  that  we  were  marobing  day  after  day 
through  a  half^desolate  land,  with  no  supports  to  fiUl  back  upon 
in  case  of  disaster,  and  uncertain  of  what  lay  before  as ;  with 
nothing  but  thin  tents  to  shield  us  from  a  son  which  laughed  to 
scorn  VXf  in  the  shade,  and  with  a  water-supply  so  oncartoin 
that  we  never  knew  in  the  morning  where  our  camping-ground  is 
the  evening  might  be.  At  Panjak  itself  were  good  villages  be- 
longing to  Aslam  Ehan,  the  Tokhi  Chief,  and  we  had  water  and 
supplies  more  than  enough  for  our  force ;  bnt  the  strug^e  to  reach 
this  oasis  broke  down  many  b  man  and  beast.  The  troopa  were 
rewarded  by  the  isgne  of  an  extra  ration  of  mm,  non-drinken 
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recaiving  an  extra  meat  ration ;  aod  as  the  heat  had  been  so  ttjing, 
it  was  debated  whether,  in  fatare,  rereill^  ahonld  not  soond  at 
1  A.H.,  and  the  march  begin  at  2.30  A.if.,  a  bright  moon  faTonring 
this  arrangement. 

We  had  again  news  from  Ehekt-i-Ohilzai,  and  in  the  evening 
Sir  F.  BobertB  issned  the  following  DiviBional  Order  : — 

"  The  LieatenantrG-eneral  has  receiTed  news  from  Ehelst-i- 
Ghilzai,  dated  the  18th  instant.  All  was  wdl  with  the  garrison, 
and  the  neighbouring  ooontry  was  still  qniet.  A  letter  has  been 
received  from  Major-General  Pha^re,  G.B.,  dated  Quetta,  12tli 
Angnst,  in  which  he  states  that  he  is  marching  with  a  large  force 
of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  in&ntry,  British  and  native,  and  expects 
to  reach  Candahar  not  later  than  the  2nd  of  September,  Liea- 
tenant-General  Sir  F.  Roberts  takes  this  opportoni^  of  thanking 
the  troops  under  his  command  for  the  admirable  manner  in  which 
they  have  executed  this  march  from  Gabul  hitherto.  If  the  pre- 
sent rate  of  marching  be  continued,  Ehelat-i-Ghilzai  should  be 
reached  not  later  than  the  23rd,  and  Candahar  not  later  than  the 
29th.  By  the  latest  accounts  the  A%han  army  under  Aynb  Khan  is 
still  at  Candahar.  The  Lieutenant-Q^neral  hopes  it  may  remain 
there,  and  that  the  honour  of  relieving  the  British  garrison  may 
fall  to  the  lot  of  the  magnificent  troops  now  with  him." 

At  Panjak  we  heard  from  Mahomed  Sadik,  who  met  as  in 
accordance  with  previons  arrangements,  tiiat  Ayub  Eban  bad 
written  to  Aslam  Ehan  ordering  him  to  collect  supplies,  but  all 
that  the  Tokhi  Chie&  had  done  was  to  raid  upon  a  village  the 
previous  day  and  cany  off  two  mdl^kt  and  a  quantity  of  grain. 
Native  report  also  stated  that  Ayub's  men  were  driving  three  mines 
into  Candahar,  but  rooky  gronnd  had  prevented  them  from 
making  much  progress. 

On  Augnst  21st  we  reached  a  camping-ground  called  Oaijui,  8 
miles  short  of  Tazi,  our  inarch  being  18  miles.  Sh^jui,  the 
northern  limit  of  the  Candahar  Province,  was  passed,  and  here 
again  some  little  interest  was  excited,  as  we  could  see  the  hill  on 
the  right  where  Sartorins  won  his  Y.C.,  when  Sahib  Jan  was 
defeated  and  killed.  The  conntry  was  very  open  and  water  fairly 
plentifoL  Camp  was  pitched  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Tnmak, 
Captain  Straton,  with  a  small  party  of  signallers,  had  gone  on 
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abead  with  the  oaTslr;  and  climbed  the  Tazi  HiU,  whenoo  he 
expected  to  eomniTinicate  b;  heliograph  vith  Ehelat-i-Ghitzai. 
Seeing  a  hill  is  the  distance,  whiidi  seemed  to  ansver  to  the  de- 
BcriptioD  of  the  fortress,  he  directed  his  light  upon  it,  and  within 
ten  miuntes  came  back  an  answering  flash.  \b.  half  ao  hoar  G-enenJ 
Boberts  and  Colonel  Tanner  had  exchanged  messages,  and  then 
wo  learned  of  the  disastrons  sortie  of  the  1 6th  and  the  death  of 
General  Brooke  and  the  other  brare  fellows  who  fell  with  him. 
Colonel  Tanner  informed  ns  that  he  wonld  send  a  company  of  his 
regiment  to  Baba  Eazai  toenoamp  there  and  collect  snpplies  for  ns. 

On  Angnst  22nd,  reveille  eonnded  at  1  a.k.,  and  we  marched  at 
2.S0,  the  heat  of  the  few  previons  days  having  been  so  great  that 
night  marching  was  decided  npon.  The  troops  turned  oat  with 
alacrity,  bnt  in  the  half-darkness  it  was  hard  work  to  get  all  the 
baggage  animals  clear  of  camp,  particnlorly  as  the  face  of  the 
country  had  quite  changed,  the  road  passing  over  rolling  hills 
which  shut  out  the  view  on  eithn  hand.  All  cnltivatios  ceased 
except  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  which  lay  in  places  200  or  800  feet 
below  the  road.  Here  and  there  were  fields  of  Indian-corn  which 
promised  rich  crops  in  the  future.  After  17  miles  we  reached 
Baba  E&zai  and  fonnd  the  company  of  Beluchis  awaiting  ub  with 
piles  of  Vkooia  and  com  ready  to  our  hand.  We  pitehed  on  the 
hillside  within  200  yards  of  Tonak,  and  were  bssy  all  day  ex- 
changing heliograms  with  Ehelat-i-Ghilzai. 

On  the  following  day  (Aogost  23rd)  the  force  marched  again  at 
1  A.U.,  this  being  our  fifteenth  march  &om  Beni  Hissar.  We 
covered  17  miles,  and  were  heartily  glad  to  see  the  fortress  of 
Khelat-i-Ghilzai  rising  before  us.  As  our  force  mardied  to  its 
camping- ground  to  the  south  of  the  solitary  hill,  great  crowds  of 
villagers  lined  the  road  and  watched  with  curiosity  the  appearance 
of  regiment  after  regiment.  The  number  <A  Ghoorkas  and  Sikhs 
astonished  them  greatly,  and  they  plainly  respected  the  oompomtiiMt 
of  the  army  marching  to  the  relief  of  Candahar.  A  letter  frt»D 
Major  Adam,  Assistant  Quartermaster-General  with  General 
Primrose,  was  handed  to  General  Koberts,  and  we  learned  wxsn 
details  of  the  Deh-i-Khwiya  sortie,  and  of  the  position  in  the  dty. 
The  following  are  the  more  interesting  portions  of  Major  Adam's 
letter,  which  was  dated  17tb  Angast : — 
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"  Ayiib'a  forces,  didodged  by  onr  gnnB  from  their  camp  close 
to  the  Ohcwrka  lines,  have  takes  to  the  groiind  between  Mir 
Bassar  and  the  Argandab  Biver,  where  they  are  sheltered  by  the 
high  range  of  hilla  west  of  this.  He  had  two  guns  (an  ArmBtroug 
and  one  of  ooi  9-ponndera  captured  at  Maiwand)  on  Picqoet  Hill. 
One  waa  dismounted  by  onr  fire  yesterday.  He  has  also  a 
6-poander  in  an  embrasure  near  the  Head-Qaarters'  Garden ;  one 
in  Deh-i-EhwBJa  900  yards  east  of  the  Cabal  Ctate,  and  a  third  in 
a  garden  1,100  yards  from  the  Shikarpor  Qate.  The  Tillages  aU 
round  ^e  walls  are  held,  as  is  also  a  portion  of  onr  old  canton- 
ment walls.  8ome  of  the  regular  regiments  are  cantoned  in  the 
Tillages,  which  contain  besides  very  large  contingents  of  ontsiders. 
Yesterday  morning,  hoping  to  get  into  Deh-i-Ehwaja  to  pull  down 
the  loopholed  walls  facing  the  Cabal  and  Bar  Durani  Gates,  we 
made  a  sortie  with  800  oa-ralry  and  900  in&ntry  drawn  from  the 
7th  Fasiliers,  and  Idth  and  28th  Bombay  Native  Infantry.  The 
Tillage  was  found  to  be  strongly  held,  and  honeycombed  with  loop- 
holes. Onr  infantry  managed  to  push  through,  bat  could  not 
gain  a  hold  upon  the  place,  thou^  the  enemy's  supports  got  a 
good '  slating '  from  oar  cavalry,  and  from  our  infantry  and  artillery 
fire.  We  had  to  get  back  to  the  walls  of  the  city  under  heavy 
fire  from  the  village  walla :  and  our  loss,  in  officers  particnlarly, 

was  very  heavy The  enemy  must,  however,  have  seen 

that  we  have  some  fighting  power  in  us,  and  we  heard  that  the 
regular  regiments  under  Aynb  would  not  turn  oat  to  reinforce  the 
village,  so  that  an  efi'ect  had  been  produced,  and  the  morale  of  oar 
troops  here  is  still  good.  The  misfortune  is  they  have  so  few 
officers  to  native  raiments :  wearing  helmets  makes  them  a  con- 
spiououa  mark,  of  which  the  enemy  folly  avail  themselves. 
Oox  supplies  ue  abundant,  with  the  exception  of  mutton  and 
bhoQBa.  Of  the  latter  we  have  about  ten  days'  full  ration,  which 
wa  can  make  last  fifteen,  and  good  lock  may  produce  hidden  stores 
in  the  town.    We  are  in  daily  search,  and  get  nearly  20,0001bs. 

per  day The  enemy  here,  I  fancy,  begin  to  think  the  game  is 

nearly  up,  and  if  they  mean  to  assault,  they  must  do  so  within  a 
day  or  two.  We  are  very  secure ;  the  buildings  round  the  walls 
have  mostly  been  cleared  away,  abattia  of  trees,  wire  entangle- 
ments, ebevoux  de  frise,  traverses,  flank  defences,  blue  lights. 
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Bhella,  HmaU  mines  in  diaina — all  have  been  got  ready;  and  if 
they  do  attack  it  will  be  at  a  great  Iobb  of  life  to  them.  They 
Bay  they  hare  many  ladders  ready,  bat  as  they  will  require  at 
least  from  ten  to  fifteen  men  to  carry  them,  and  most  will 
have  to  be  got  over  600  yards  of  open  ground,  yon  can  imagine 
that  their  chaDcea  of  ancoess  are  very  small.  They  ran  away 
like  haies  yesterday  when  onr  cavalry  got  them  in  the  open, 
and  also  when  our  sappers  tamed  ronnd  and  gave  them  a  volley. 
Ayab's  position  is  well  (dioaen  :  his  right  flank  cannot  be  tamed, 
resting  as  it  does  on  a  high  hill  that  cannot  be  croased,  and  his 
left  ia  on  the  Argandab,  while  along  his  &ont  he  haa  a  nomber  ti 
orchards  and  canals  which  can  only  be  crossed  at  a  few  points. 
Artillery  fire  is  required  to  cover  any  infantry  movement  to  attack 
his  centre,  and  before  that  can  be  attempted  Pioqaet  Hill  mast  be 
taken.  Yon  will  recognize  how  thoroughly  he  has  protected  him- 
self, and  how  powerless  we  are  to  attack  nntil  strongly  reinforced. 
We  find  it  most  difficolt  to  get  news.  The  whole  place  is  covered 
by  groaps  of  villages ;  and  the  ghazis  are  spread  abont  in  the  old 
cavalry  lines  and  Uie  cantonments.  I  only  got  a  view  of  Aynb's 
camp  the  other  day  by  going  ont  at  dark,  getting  on  a  hill  before 
daybreak,  and  waiting  nntil  daylight.  Fhillipa,  sapporting  with 
cavalry,  had  a  narrow  escape.  Thinking  to  capture  two  men  on 
yahoot  I  gave  chase,  but  they  were  too  far  ahead,  and  raised  an 
alarm.  Their  artillery  turned  oot  and  opened  fire,  not  at  me,  bnt 
at  Phillips'  squadron.  One  shell  burst  under  his  horse's  nose, 
and  although  Mayne  and  two  orderlies  were  standing  by,  the  only 
dam^e  done  was  the  orderly's  horse  shot.  Altogether  there  is  no 
want  of  excitement." 

This  letter  shows  the  thorough  nature  of  the  investment  of 
Candahar  and  how  helpless  the  garrison  has  become  in  the  &oe  of 
Ayub's  overwhelming  strength. 

I  have  not  energy  enough  to  say  mach  about  Khelat-i-Qhilai 
itself :  the  character  of  the  fortress  is  well  known,  and  with  the 
thermometer  registering  106°  in  tents,  and  a  hot  wind  blowing,  I 
find  the  task  of  climbing  up  to  the  gates  too  much.  Picture  a 
hill  rising  ont  of  a  plain  some  hundreds  of  feet,  with  a 
strong  wall,  loopholed  and  bastioned,  encircling  it  near  the  top, 
and  above  all  a  huge  rock  springing  ont  of  the  middle  of  the 
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enclosed  apooe,  and  yoa  have  Khelab-i-Gliilzai.  It  boastB  a  hot  and 
a  cold  spiiiig  within  the  walls,  and  haa  other  nataral  featareg 
which  might  intereat  the  geologist.  Its  barracks  will  accommodate 
a  snfficiestly  large  garrison  to  man  the  walls,  against  which  no 
iiifanb;  assanlt  coold  be  saccessfal,  but  there  ia  a  long,  flat-topped 
hill  aboat  8,000  yarda  away  from  which  artillery  could  com- 
mand the  place  and  make  the  garrison  TCiy  nncomfortable.  The 
country  abont  ia  not  at  all  attracttTe,  barren  rolling  hills  stretching 
away  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach.  We  all  pity  the  nnlacky  fel- 
Iowa  who  have  had  to  hold  the  place  for  so  many  months. 


Catalby  Head-Qcabtesb,  Robat,  27(A  Av^mi. 

To-day  we  have  established  heliographio  communication  with 
the  Candahat  Garriaon,  and  we  have  now  in  onr  camp  Colonel 
St.  John,  Chief  Political  Officer,  Major  Adam,  A.Q.M.G.,  Major 
Leech,  Y.C,  R.E,,  and  Captain  Anderson,  commanding  the  escort 
of  Poona  Horse.  This  morning,  when  the  garrison  saw  the  first 
flash  of  Captain  Straton's  mirror,  they  coald  scarcely  believe 
that  it  was  the  hehograpb.  We  were  three  days  in  advance  of  the 
time  laid  down  by  the  wiseacres  for  onr  appearance.  To-day  ia  the 
19th  &om  Seoi  Hissar,  and  althongh  the  infantry  is  one  march  in 
tear,  here  we  are  with  two  regiments  of  cavalry  exchanging  notes 
with  officers  of  the  lately  besieged  garrison,  and  coolly  camping 
within  one  march  of  Aynb's  camp  on  the  Argandah.  I  do  not 
wish  to  boast  of  the  work  done  by  troops  whose  marches  I  have- 
shared,  and  with  whom  is  all  my  sympathy ;  bat  it  haa  bees 
"  grand  going,"  to  nse  a  hunting  phrase,  and  we  hope  the  finish 
will  be  as  good,  for  Ayab  has  not  fled,  although  he  has  raised  the 
siege  of  die  city.  Oar  troops  are  perhapa  a  little  tired  with 
their  hard  work,  bnt  a  day'a  rest  will  give  them  new  strength, 
and  this  rest  they  can  now  take  without  anxiety,  for  Candahar  is 
safe,  and  there  is  every  sign  that  the  enemy  will  await  our 
approach,  and  defend  the  strong  position  they  hold  with  great 
determination. 

We  have  of  late  marched  at  2.30  each  morning,  and  con- 
sequently I  have  seen  but  little  of  the  country  passed  through. 
My  general  impressioQ  is,  that  it  ia  wild  and  bleak,  the  road 
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following  the  conrso  of  the  Tarnak  Riyer,  which  is  not  a  yery  Urge 
stream  at  thu  time  of  the  year.  On  AnguBt  2fith  we  marched  to 
Jaldak,  sixteen  miles.  As  we  were  striking  camp  at  £helat-i-Ghileai, 
some  bands  of  robbers  tried  to  get  past  onr  pioqnets  near  Uie 
riyer,  the  mist  rising  from  the  water  coyering  their  movementa. 
They  plainly  hoped  to  pick  up  a  few  stray  moles  with  their  loads, 
as  there  is  always  great  confnsion  when  a  lat^  force  has  to  mon 
off  in  the  darkness,  for  the  moon  is  now  a  yery  poor  sabstitate 
for  daylight.  The  thieyes,  nnfortanately  for  themselyes,  fonnd 
that  Ghoorkaa  are  onaBiially  keen-sighted,  and  the  result  was  that 
four  Aflghans  were  killed  before  oar  rear-goard  had  left  the  fortress 
in  rear.  We  watched  the  shooting  while  oar  adyanoe-brigade  was 
waiting  for  orders  to  move,  and  the  reports  wbich  followed  as  were 
satisfactory.  Nothing  was  lost,  although  a  A^ftar  who  straggled 
had  a  narrow  escape.  He  was  enjoying  a  peaceful  "  smoke  "  over 
the  dying  embers  of  his  fire  on  the  camping-grotmd,  when  a 
small  party  of  Afghans  came  apon  him.  He  cried  oat  vigoronsly 
for  help,  and  the  Sabadar  of  the  6tb  Ghoorkas,  with  a  few  of  his 
men,  ran  back  from  the  rear^gnard.  For  a  moment  the  Afghans 
&ced  them,  bnt  the  Sabadar  cnt  one  man  down  with  his 
sword,  and  another  beit^  shot  the  robbers  decamped.  This  is 
the  only  occasion  on  wbich  onr  men  haye  been  troubled  <m 
picqnet. 

Yesterday  (Aagnst  26th)  we  reached  Tirandez,  sixteen  miles,  a 
rather  tronblesome  march,  aa  the  road  skirted  a  low  range  of  hills 
on  the  right,  and  was  in  places  too  narrow  to  admit  of  the  troops 
marching  in  open  formation.  At  Tirandez  the  Cteneral  receiyed 
letters  from  General  Primrose  and  Colonel  St.  John,  in  which  it 
was  stated  that  Aynb  Eban  bad  become  alarmed  at  the  near 
approach  of  the  Cabal  Force,  and  had  raised  the  siege  of  the  city 
on  the  24th.  Sir  F.  Boberts  thereupon  resoWed  to  pnt  himself 
into  direct  commuuication  yrith  the  garrison  as  quickly  as  possible, 
and  General  Hugh  Gough  was  ordered  to  hold  two  regiments  of 
cayalry  in  readiness  to  march  to  Bobat,  whence  heliograms  coold 
be  exchanged  with  Candabar.  Bobat  is  thirty-fonr  nules  &om 
Tirandez,  and  about  eighteen  from  Gandahar.  The  8rd  Punjab 
Cavalry  and  the  8rd  Bengal  Cavalry,  who  could  master  the  most 
ayailable  sabres,  were  told  off  by  General  Gough,  and  at  1  aji. 
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they  started  from  camp,  their  baggage  following  od  the  wir;  little 
pouieB  which  Bene  as  baggage  animalB.  I  accompanied  the 
cavaliy,  with  the  permiseioii  of  the  General.  Sir  F.  Boberts,  with 
Colonel  Chapman,  Chief  of  the  Staff,  Major  HastingB,  and  Major 
Euan  Smith,  intended  to  ride  with  the  cavalry,  in  order  to  meet 
Colonel  St.  John,  who,  it  vaa  thought,  might  ride  oat  from 
Candahar  to  Bobat.  When,  howeTer,  we  reached  Khel-i-Akhand, 
where  the  Belnchia  were  encamped,  word  was  sent  to  (General 
Hagh  Gongh  that  Sir  F.  fioberta  was  so  weak  from  an  attack  of 
fever  that  he  conld  not  proceed  farther.  The  cavalry  were  ordered 
to  complete  their  march.  Colonel  Chapman  alone  of  the  original 
party  going  on  with  them. 

We  rode  quietly  onwards,  halting  every  seven  or  eight  miles  to 
give  onr  horses  a  feed  in  the  fields  of  Indian-eom,  and  allow  the 
baggage  ponies  to  close  np  in  the  rear.  We  did  not  know  what 
might  be  in  the  &ont  of  as — had  not  Aynb  some  thoasands  of 
Aimak  horsemen,  who  were  great  at  surprises  ? — and  we  kept  in 
as  compact  a  body  as  possible,  while  oar  advanoe-gnard  and  scouts 
on  the  flanks  were  on  the  watch  for  any  signs  of  the  enemy.  But 
all  was  quiet,  though  a  fbw  unarmed  men  were  met  who  were 
believed  to  be  retoming  from  Aynb's  army  to  their  homes.  They 
reported  Candahar  as  no  longer  besieged,  and  added  that  all  the 
villages  about  it  were  quite  deserted.  This  news  was  confirmed 
by  a  number  of  men,  well  mounted  and  armed  with  rifles  and 
swords,  who  had  been  sent  oat  by  the  Wall  Shere  Ali  to  meet  our 
army.  At  abont  the  twenty-seventh  mile  we  had  oar  last  halt  at 
a  running  stream,  where  forage  was  plentiful,  and  we  then  pushed 
on  over  a  series  of  low  stony  hills  until  the  open  desert  plain 
lying  north-east  of  Candahar  was  reached.  The  range  of  hills  on 
our  left  trended  away  to  the  sooth,  but  on  the  right  we  could 
follow  the  line  separating  us  from  the  Argandab,  and  could  see 
distinctly  the  higb-ronnded  hill  (called,  I  think,  the  "  Brigade 
Major  ")  which  jots  up  on  the  eastern  flank  of  the  Baba  Wali 
Kotal.  "  Aynb's  army  is  behind  that;  let  us  hope  he  will  stay 
there  " — was  the  substance  of  oar  talk  for  the  first  few  minutos  as 
we  looked  down  from  the  last  rolling  hill  above  the  Bobat  villages ; 
and  then  came  inquiries  as  to  the  position  of  Candahar.  Some 
distance  to  the  left  of  the  "  Brigade  Major,"  and  separated  from 
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it  bj  a  break  in  the  range,  rose  a  conical  hill  at  the  foot  of  • 
higher  ridge,  Caudahat  was  said  to  lie,  in  oar  line  of  Titdon, 
directly  beneath  thia  Mil.  Captain  Stiaton  had  bronght  with  him 
some  of  bis  moanteil  signallers,  and  at  half-past  eleren  a  light 
was  directed  towards  Candahar,  We  conld  not  see  the  city,  even 
with  oar  telescopes,  as  a  thick  haze  hang  over  the  eoantiy  aboat  it, 
and  for  a  qnarter  of  an  hoar  no  ausvrer  was  given.  The  first 
signal  BtatioD  was  on  a  low  hillock  to  the  left  of  the  road,  but 
Caption  Straton  took  another  instmrneat  to  the  slope  of  a  roc^ 
ridge  OB  the  right,  whence  also  he  coald  commanioate  with  the 
main  bod;  of  onr  troops  halted  for  the  day  at  Khel-i-Akhnsd. 
He  had  scarcely  left  the  road  than  Sergeant  Anderson,  with  the 
first  heliograph,  saw  a  faint  flash  at  Candabar.  It  was  so  weak  a 
glimmer  that  nothing  ooold  be  made  oat,  bat  in  a  few  minatea  we 
read  a  mrasage: — "Who  are  yoa?"  The  answer  given  wis 
"  General  Gough  and  two  regiments  of  cavalry,"  and  then  Captain 
Straton's  light  was  evidently  seen  by  the  signallers  in  CandAhir, 
who,  pnzzled  by  two  flashes,  asked : — "  Where  are  yon  ?  "  After 
this,  oar  first  station  was  closed,  and  the  aigaaUera  with  Captain 
Straton  began  sending  messages  &om  Colonel  Chapman  to  General 
Primrose.  We  learned  that  all  was  well  with  them  in  Gandahar, 
and  that  Colonel  St.  John  would  ride  out  to  Bobat  in  the  after- 
noon. The  two  oBvoliy  regiments  then  moved  down  to  Bobat,  and 
aa  all  their  baggage  had  arrived  at  half-past  twelve,  oamp  was  at 
once  pitched.  This  forced  march  of  thirty-foar  miles  was  in  itself 
quite  a  little  sacoess,  and  that  the  baggage  animals  should  be 
only  an  hoar  behind  the  sowars  proved  that  with  proper  manage- 
ment there  need  be  no  difficulty  in  moving  cavalry  long  dUtanees, 
even  when  tents  and  all  the  belongings  of  a  regiment  are  bronght 
on.  The  heat  has  been  terrific  all  day,  and  without  tents  we 
shoald  have  suffered  much  discomfort. 

At  four  o'clock  tiiis  afternoon,  as  Colonel  St.  John  had  not 
arrived.  Colonel  Chapman  started  for  the  oamp  at  Khel-i-Akhnnd 
with  a  small  escort.  His  day's  ride  will  be  fifty-four  miles,  bat 
his  antiring  energy  will  carry  him  throagh,  and  it  is  important 
Sir  Frederick  Roberta  should  have  his  Chief  of  the  Staff  with  him 
owing  to  his  own  illness.  About  five  o'clock  oor  videttea  looking 
toward  Candahar  sent  word  that  a  body  of  cavalry  was  coming  across 
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the  plain  ;  and  the  sowars,  only  toa  anzioas  to  have  a  bnieh  with 
the  enemy,  taised  a  cry  that  the  Afghan  horsemen  vere  coming. 
We  fally  believed  it  to  be  merely  Colonel  St.  John  and  his  escort, 
bnt  the  8rd  Bengal  Caraliy  were  ordered  to  stand  to  their  horses, 
and  we  saddled  np  to  be  ready  for  an  emergency.  In  half  an  hour 
the  dond  of  dast  which  the  ridettes  had  seen  resolved  itself  at 
first  into  two  horsemen,  Colonel  St.  John  and  Major  Leech,  V.G., 
B.E.,  who  were  soon  shaking  hands  with  General  Oongh  and  his 
Staff.  They  had  ridden  ahead  of  Major  Adam  and  the  troop  of 
Poona  Horse  ander  Captain  Anderson,  which  was  acting  as  escort, 
and  which  oar  own  party  had  hoped  was  a  detachment  of  Aynb's 
eavalry.  We  made  onr  gnests  as  comfortable  as  oar  limited  camp 
equipage  would  permit,  and  then  we  listened  to  long  stories  of  the 
disaster  at  Maiwand,  the  terrible  retreat  back  to  Candahar,  the 
abandonment  of  cantonments,  and  the  snbseqaent  investment  of 
the  city,  with  its  leading  incident  of  the  sortie  of  the  16th  inst. 
So  many  serions  charges  conld  be  framed  on  these  stories,  that 
ontil  I  have  bad  fall  time  to  examine  qaietly  into  the  whole 
affair  I  will  refrain  from  mentioning  them.  The  necessity  for 
the  assembling  of  a  oonrt  of  inqniry  as  soon  as  we  hare  re- 
established  oar  military  supremacy  is  so  great  that  both  the 
Indian  Government  and  the  military  authorities  will  utterly  fail  in 
their  dnty,  if  they  do  not  order  snch  a  court  to  he  formed.  There 
can  be  no  lack  of  evidence,  and  the  blame  should  fall  on  those 
primarily  responsible  for  rendering  possible  such  a  disaster  as  we 
have  now  come  to  retrieve,  while  the  charges  against  individaals 
and  regiments  should  be  investigated  without  fear  of  conse- 
qaences.  I  hope  hereafter  to  tell  the  plain  story  of  the  action  at 
Maiwand  and  the  retreat  upon  Candahar,  as  also  to  see  what 
justification  there  was  for  abandoning  cantonments  before  General 
Burrows  and  the  Chief  Political  OfBcer  had  arrived.  Serious 
reflections  may  have  to  be  cast.  If  we  are  successful  in  crushing 
Ayah,  there  may  be  a  feeling  that  ugly  truths  shonld  be  slurred 
over  and  everything  made  pleasant  all  round,  but  this  wonld 
be  a  fatal  mistake.  A  repetition  of  the  events  of  the  last 
month  might  seriously  imperil  our  military  prestige  in  the 
eyes  of  Asiatic  nations,  and  re-act  dangerously  upon  our  Indian 
Empire. 
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Camdahab,  31<t  Augu$t,  Evening, 
We  are  at  last  "in  tonch"  'with  the  enemj,  and  while  lam 
writing  a  sharp  intcrohange  of  shotH  is  taking  phice  between  onr 
picqaetB  near  the  Abasabad  Tillage  and  certain  bloodthirsty 
Afghans  who  hare  been  stirred  up  b;  a  reconnaissance  made  this 
afternoon.  Ayub's  guns  on  the  Baba  W&li  Eotal  are  also  boom- 
ing out,  and  one  or  two  shells  have  fallen  into  camp,  bat  have 
done  no  damage.  Before  describing  oar  position  here  I  ma;  as 
well  bring  to  a  close  the  story  of  Sir  Frederick  Roberts's  rapid 
march  to  relieve  the  Candahar  garrison. 

On  August  28th,  the  main  body  of  the  Cabnl  Force  marched 
from  Khel-i-Akhund  to  Bobat,  a  distance  of  twenty  miles,  all  the 
sick  and  footsore  being  left  about  ten  miles  short  of  Bobat,  in 
charge  of  Colonel  Tanner  with  the  2nd  Belochis.  '  Onr  forced 
marching  was  now  at  an  end :  Candahar  was  relieved,  and  as  oni 
spies  reported  that  Ayub  had  no  intention  of  running  away, 
there  was  no  necessity  for  harrying  under  the  walls  of  Candahar 
itself.  On  Augnst  29th  we  enjoyed  a  halt  while  Colonel  Tanner 
brought  in  the  sick,  and  on  the  80th  we  quietly  changed  camp  to 
Momand,  some  eleven  miles  nearer  the  city.  General  Boberta's 
forced-marching  may  therefore  be  looked  upon  as  ending  witli 
Bobat,  when  the  extraordinary  distance  of  303  miles  had  been 
covered  in  twenty  days.  I  may  be  wrong  in  stating  that  such  a 
march  of  10,000  fighting  men  is  nnprecedentod,  but  there  can  only 
be  one  opinion  as  to  the  energy  of  the  General  who  conld  direct 
such  a  movement,  and  the  endurance  of  the  men  to  carry  it  ont. 
From  Beni  Hissar  to  Bobat  onr  marches  (as  marked  by  head- 
quarters) were  as  follows  : — 

Angntt    Sth  to  Zab!d4b»d   . 

„  lOtb  to  ZerghiiD  Shabr 

„  lllh  to  Padkhan  Barak 

„  12Ui  to  Amir  Eila  . 

„  IStli  to  Takia . 

„  14tb  to  Shashgao     . 

„  ISth  to  Ohaiai 

„  leth  to  Tttiptts 

„  17th  to  Churdeh 

„  ISth  U>  Oba  Earw  . 

„  IBthloUakar 
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Aofiut  20(h  to  Anjtk 21  toilet. 

„       SltttoQujni 18    „ 

„       22DiltoBBlAEaui 17    „ 

„      23rd  to  KheUt-i-Qhilud 17  „ 

„      £5(htoJkld«k 10  „ 

„       seth  to  Tiraodei 19  i, 

„       27tli  to  Khel-i-Akhnnd 14  „ 

„       28bhtoEobM 20  „ 

Thus,  as  I  have  said,  in  twenty  da^  more  than  300  mileB  have 
been  covered,  giving  an  aversge  (including  one  day's  bait)  of 
fifteen  miles  per  day.  I  will  leave  it  to  military  critics  to  decide 
as  to  the  merits  of  such  a  march.  Our  hospital  returns  at  Bobat 
show  68  Europeans,  448  sepoys,  and  291  followers  to  be  under 
treatment;  a  small  percentage  ont  of  18,000  men. 


CHAPTER  m. 

Tb«  Aninl  tt  Ouidalui^HMtiDg  of  Sr  F.  Bobttto  and  Otnenl  FriwroK— Th«  Snter 
into  ths  CKtf — Iiojtl  8iid«n — BMoniuinuuia  along  tha  Hent  Bead— DanuMUtn- 
tion  in  (oroe  bj  ths  Afghans — Steadinea  of  one  HatiTO  Troops — Hie  Battle  ol 
Candahii — The  Enemy'*  Position — 3ir  Prederiot  Robeitt'a  Plan  of  Attack— Occu- 
pation ot  Ehindigan  bj  Aynb  Khan — Strength  of  tba  British  Foros — Storming  of 
the  Village  ol  UdII^  Sahibdad  by  Uacpherson'a  Brigade— Bombardmeiit  of  Um 
Baba  Wall  Eotal— Oeneial  Bakai's  Horement  on  the  Left  Plank— Diffionlt  Natore 
of  ths  Qrouad-'Death  of  CaptunFrome  and  Colonel  Brownlow,  72nd  Highlander* 
—A  Charge  by  Qhaiii— The  Taming  ot  the  Fir  Faimal  Kdge— Major  White's 
eaUantry— Bayonet  Charge  of  the  SSnd  Hi«falanden  and  Captnis  of  Tiro  Qans— 
Dispersion  of  the  Afghan  Army  and  Advance  upon  Muia — Oaptnre  of  Aynb's 
Camp  and  Thirty-three  Gune-rDeieriptian  of  the  Camp — EecoTery  of  Bmalt-Arai 
Amman ilion— The  Death  of  Captain  Btraton  and  Lieoteoant  Haclaine — The 
Caralry  Pnrsnit— The  Caanaltie*  in  the  British  Banks. 

Casdahab,  Slat  August,  1880,  Evening. 
Odb  entry  into  Candabar  baa  been  made  witboat  any  great  parade, 
and  with  rather  a  lack  of  enthusiasm  on  the  part  of  the  garrison 
we  bare  relieved.  This  morning  our  force  left  Momand  and 
marobed  slowly  towards  Candabar,  where  the  leading  regimenta 
of  Macpberson's  brigade  piled  arms  outside  the  Shikarpnr  Gate 
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BOOH  after  9  o'clock.  Sir  Frederick  Boberts  was  still  bo  weftk 
from  fever  bronght  on  by  exposure  to  the  boh,  that  be  was  carried 
in  a  dboolie  to  within  two  or  three  mileB  of  the  city.  Here  he 
managed  to  tuount  his  horee,  and  with  General  Boss  and  his  Staff 
to  ride  forward.  He  was  met  some  distance  east  of  Deh-i-Khwiji 
by  General  Primrose  and  bis  brigadiers,  with  their  reepectiTe 
staffs,  Colonel  St.  John,  and  other  ofGcers  of  the  garrieoD.  There 
was  mnch  hand-shaking  and  hasty  introdnotion,  and  then  the 
united  party  rode  across  the  cultirated  gronnd  and  made  for  the 
soathem  face  of  the  city.  Deb-i-Khwaja  was  passed  with  its 
doomed  bouses,  and  strong  enclosures  half-hidden  by  trees, 
wherein  bo  many  men  fell  on  the  16th,  and  then  we  passed  fatigne 
parties  of  Bombay  Bepoys  at  work  clearing  out  the  karez  on  that 
side  of  the  city.  Outside  the  Shikarpur  Oate  was  a  crowd  of 
nativeB  and  soldiers,  a  rude  sort  of  bazaar  baring  been  establiahed, 
and  it  was  with  some  difficulty  a  way  was  made  through  the  throng. 
It  was  arranged  that  our  troops  were  to  bait  outside  this  Gate  and 
breakfast  quietly,  prior  to^  any  movements  which  might  afterwards 
be  decided  upon.  General  Boberts  and  Staff  rode  into  the  city 
with  the  usual  cavalry  escort,  and  here  a  rather  ridicolons  cere- 
mony was  gone  through.  We  had  been  much  impressed  by 
sand-bags  on  the  parapet  and  in  the  flanking  bastions,  wire 
entanglement  and  ahaitu  outside  the  walls,  and  other  signs  of  the 
late  stem  busLaesB  on  hand,  when  suddenly,  as  we  rode  bravely  up 
the  broad  streets  towards  the  citadel,  we  came  across  the  Wali 
Shere  Ali  "  and  the  rest  of  the  royal  family,"  as  they  were  irrele- 
vantly dubbed,  drawn  up  on  horseback  on  the  right  of  the  road. 
They  were  olad  in  most  gorgeons  attire,  so  dazzling  to  the  eye 
that  in  the  sunshine  the  effect  was  overpowering;  while  their 
helmets  of  velvet,  or  whatever  stuff  they  might  be,  vrere  so 
beepiked,  besilvered,  and  made  generally  beantiAil,  that  our  poor 
kh&id  headpieces  sank  into  insignificance.  Their  chargers  were 
tail-down  in  the  dirty  drain  skirting  the  road,  but  when  they  were 
spurred  forward  and  shook  Uieir  crests  and  curvetted  is  all  proud 
wilfalbese,  one  quite  expected  a  riding-master  to  step  forward -and 
cry  "  Honp-Ia !  "  for  there  never  was  a  better  imitation  of  a  circns 
pageant  on  a  small  scale.  General  Boberts  was  politeness  itself 
to  the  unlucky  Wiji,  whose  only  anxiety,  I  hear,  is  to  retire  to 
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India  on  b  penBioQ,  and  the  caralcade  went  prancing  np  the  street 
to  Char  Soo,  where  the  two  main  roads  of  Candahar  bisect  each 
other.  Here  a  tnm  to  the  left  w&b  taken  along  a  Bort  of  bonle- 
Tard,  and  then  the  'W'ali  and  enite  planged  into  a  narrow  by-path 
,  which  led  to  the  Nawab's  hoase.  Bootna  were  placed  at  General 
Roberts'a  disposal  therein,  bnt  I  am  unable  ta  aa;  if  any  real 
cirons  does  exist  within  the  walls,  as  no  one  under  the  rank  of  a 
first-class  aide-de-camp  was  admitted. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  first  movement  paving  the  way  to  an 
attack  upon  Aynb  Khan' a  position  was  made.  That  position  may 
be  ronghly  described  as  lying  between  the  Argandab  Biver  and 
Candahar,  from  which  it  ia  separated  by  a  high  range  of  hills, 
through  which  on  the  right  is  a  path  leading  over  the  Murcha 
Eotal  (commanded  on  all  sides),  while  the  Baba  Wall  Kotal  gives 
direct  access  in  front.  This  Eotal  has  now  three  or  fonr  gnns 
npon  it,  and  onr  spies  report  the  narrow  road  over  it  to  have  been 
destroyed.  To  the  sonth-west  of  this  Eotal  rnns  the  Fir  Paimal 
Hill,  a  precipitous  ridge  protecting  Aynb's  right,  but  liable  to  be 
tnmed  as  it  ends  abruptly  in  the  plain.  As  this  plain  is  covered 
with  orchards  and  walled  enclosores,  with  scores  of  deep  water- 
cats  and  channels  running  in  every  direction,  any  turning  move- 
ment we  may  make  must  have  for  its  first  object  the  clearing  of 
the  ground  in  front  of  the  soath-west  face  of  the  ridge.  Fortn* 
nately  there  is  on  the  southern  &ce  of  Baba  Wali  Eotal  and  the 
Pir  Paimal  Bidge  an  inferior  ridge,  qnite  detacbed  from  the  main 
ranges,  and  with  from  1,000  to  2,000  yards  of  fairly  open  country 
intervening.  This  ridge  has  on  the  east  a  point  known  as  Picquet 
Hill,  commanding  the  cantonments,  while  the  portion  to  the  sonth- 
west  ia  called  Karez  Hill  from  certain  wells  of  pure  spring-water 
near  its  foot.  It  was  thought  onr  brigades  could  encamp  safely 
in  rear  of  these,  as  they  woidd  be  protected  from  shells  thrown 
&om  the  Baba  Wali  Eotal,  and  accordiogly  Oeneral  Rosa  directed 
Macpberson's  Brigade,  with  the  screw-gans  and  two  of  the  G-2 
Battery,  B.A.,  to  push  forward  and  occapy  Picqnet  and  Earez 
Hills.  The  troops  moved  off  &om  the  Shikarpur  Gate  before 
noon,  and  in  an  honr  Colonel  Chapman  heliographed  to  General 
Roberts,  who  was  still  resting  in  Candahar : — "  Line  of  advance 
secared  vrithout  opposition."    A  few  ahots  were  fired,  but  they 
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were  at  long  ranges,  and  it  was  foimd  that  the  vilkge  of  GaBdigtn, 
in  the  heart  of  the  ordiards  and  encloBtireB,  had  not  been  oocnpied 
by  the  enemy,  which  was  a  great  point  in  oar  bvonr.  Thd  other 
two  brigades  of  infantry  under  Generals  Baker  and  Macgregor 
were  accordingly  ordered  by  General  Boas  to  take  np  their  posi* 
tions  under  Picquet  and  Karez  Hills;  and  the  relative  poaitios 
of  oar  infantry  is  sow  as  follows : — ^In  rear  of  Picqnet  Hill,  and 
oonsequently  nearest  to  cantonments,  General  Baker's  Brigade ; 
on  his  left  General  Macpherson's  Brigade,  Bheltered  by  Karei 
Hill ;  and  again  to  the  extreme  left,  nearest  Gondigan  and  the 
Herat  Boad,  General  Macgregor's  troops,  whioh  are  partly  in 
orchards. 

Finding  the  enemy  not  in  position  in  front  of  the  Pir  Paimal 
ridge.  Colonel  Chapman  thought  a  reconnaiseance  should  be  made 
to  "  draw  "  Aynb's  army  more  &om  its  shell,  and  this  afternoon 
the  Srd  Bengal  Cavalry,  nnder  command  of  Colonel  Mackende, 
supported  by  the  iSth  Sikhs  and  two  moontain  gone,  moved  oat 
along  the  Herat  Boad  to  some  low  hiUs,  whence  a  view  of  the 
basm  in  rear  of  Pir  Paimal  and  Baba  Wali  Eotal  coald  be  ob- 
tained. General  Hngh  Gongh  and  Colonel  Chapman  accompanied 
the  reconnoitring  party  in  order  to  direct  its  movements.  The 
cavalry  met  with  no  opposition,  and  made  their  way  for  3  or  4 
miles  wittioat  any  difficolty,  bat  presently  armed  men  were  seen 
ranning  &om  orchard  to  orchard  and  &om  enclosare  to  encloaore, 
plainly  hoping  to  get  between  the  reconnoitring  party  and  oar 
main  body.  Accordingly  it  was  determined  to  retire,  and  no 
sooner  did  the  Afghans  see  the  sowars  get  into  motioQ  than 
they  swarmed  oat  from  the  rear  of  Pir  Paimal  and  opened  a  hot 
fire  with  Martinis  and  Sniders.  Bat  oor  cavalry  were  well  in 
hand  and  retired  at  a  walk,  the  15th  Sikhs  skirmishing  ont  to 
protect  them.  The  enemy  onmasked  five  gona  abont  Pir  Paimal 
and  shelled  oar  men  with  great  enei^,  bat  this  did  not  harry 
oar  movements.  The  cavalry  completed  its  retirement  with  only 
four  casualties,  and  then  the  16th  Sikha  found  they  had  to  bear 
an  attack  from  some  5,000  men,  who  pressed  them  very  closely. 
Aynb's  regulars  mast  have  been  amongst  them,  as  bngle-oalls 
were  soanded,  and  there  was  an  attempt  at  regular  formation 
now  and  then  when  charges  were  made.    The  Sikhs  behaved 
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ftdminbl;,  although  crowdB  of  Afj^ans  vere  at  timsB  within  50 
yards  of  them.  From  the  firing  it  seemed  as  if  Ajob  were  abotit 
to  liak  a  general  a<ition,  the  meaning  of  oar  reoonnaissance  being 
misunderstood.  G«neral  Macgregor  tamed  ont  the  4tih  Ghoorkaa 
and  some  of  the  Bifles  to  cover  Uie  final  retirement  of  the  15th 
Sikhs,  and  stead;  vollej-firing  checked  Uie  onward  movement  of 
the  enemy.  The  Ohoorkas  occupied  the  village  of  Chilzina  and 
the  near  heights,  thaa  making  onr  left  fiank  secure.  It  was  not, 
however,  nntil  after  aiz  o'clock  that  the  firing  lulled,  the  rattle  of 
moBketry  being  increased  by  the  ganners  on  the  Baba  Wali  Kotal 
firing  over  the  breaks  in  Ficquet  Hill  upon  the  Ist  and  2nd 
Brigades.  The  15th  Sikhs  have  had  one  man  killed  and  fooz  or 
five  wounded — a  very  slight  loBS  indeed,  considering  the  heavy 
fire  they  were  exposed  to.  The  reconnaissance  has  been  a  great 
success,  for  we  have  ascertained  that  Ayub  is  holding  Pir  Paimal  in 
strength,  and  has  at  least  five  guns  in  position  there.  To-morrow 
we  shall  direct  an  attack  on  his  right  flank,  and  once  Fir  Paimal 
is  captured,  we  can  take  the  Baba  Wali  Kotal  in  reverse.  The 
firing  from  that  Eotal  has  only  resulted  in  frightening  a  few 
mules,  most  of  the  shells  not  bursting.  Oar  picquets  are  likely 
to  be  kept  well  awake  by  the  sharp- shooters  of  Aynb,  who  are  in 
the  orchards  skirting  the  Herat  Road. 


Candahar  Cantonments,  Sri  September. 
The  reconnaissance  made  on  the  afternoon  of  the  Slst  of  Angust 
bad  demonstrated  that  Aynb  Khan  bad  with  him  a  large  body 
of  men  anxious  to  meet  oar  force  at  the  earliest  opportanity. 
The  picquets  of  the  60th  Bifles  holding  Karez  Hill  were  fired 
into  all  night  by  small  parties  of  the  enemy,  who  took  shelter 
behind  the  rooks  on  the  northern  slope  of  the  hill,  and  among 
the  orchards  and  encloearee  below.  From  what  we  have  since 
heard  there  can  bo  no  doabt  that  Uie  Afghan  army  were  much 
elated  with  the  affair  of  the  previous  day,  and  did  not  at  all  under- 
stand that  our  object  had  been  merely  to  draw  them  a  little  from 
their  position,  so  as  to  feel  our  way  cantiously  before  delivering  a 
deciajve  attack.  We  have  been  told  that  they  looked  upon  our  re- 
e  as  an  attempt  to  force  the  left  of  their  position  by  way 
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of  Pir  Faimal,  and  conBeqnentlj  niEkde  up  their  minds  that,  baTing 
failed  in  tliat  qoarter,  we  shoald  next  turn  onr  attention  to  the 
Baba  Wali  Kotal.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  have  already  ex- 
plaioed  qttito  clearl;  the  relative  positioQ  of  oar  own  and  Ayob 
Khan'a  army,  and  I  will  therefore  once  more  sketch  the  gronnd 
on  which  the  action  took  place. 

Taking  the  city  of  Candahar  itself  as  a  point  from  which  the 
beariugB  may  be  fixed,  there  lies  to  the  north-west,  at  a  distance 
of  between  2  and  8  miles,  a  range  of  bills  which  may  be  con- 
sidered an  offshoot  &om  the  chief  range  trending  away  to  the 
north  and  forming  the  eastern  l)oandary  of  the  Argandab  Talley. 
Dne  north  of  the  city  is  a  break  in  the  chief  range  known  as  the 
Morcha  Eotal,  whioh  leads  into  the  rich  Argandab  Valley  beyond. 
The  hills  to  the  soatb-west  from  this  Kotal  are  a  good  deal  broken, 
and  are  generally  extremely  predpitoas.  At  some  pre-bistoiie 
period  there  has  been  a  great  convalsion,  in  which  the  range  ban 
been  shattered  and  a  series  of  half-isolated  ridges  and  detached 
bills  formed,  Thas,  from  the  Mnrcha  Kotal,  in  a  sonth-westerly 
direction,  stretches  a  high  ridge,  then  a  slight  dip,  then  a  roanded 
hill  rising  to  a  height  of  nearly  1,500  feet  (known  by  the  name 
of  the  Brigade  Major),  with  sides  naturally  scarped,  then  a  rapid 
fall  and  a  break  In  the  continuity  of  the  ridge  which  allows  a  road 
to  pass  over  the  range  at  a  moderate  incline.  The  £otal  thus 
formed  is  known  as  the  Baba  Wah,  and  as  the  crow  flies  it  lies 
exactly  two  miles  and  -a  half  from  the  north-west  bastion  of  the 
city.  To  its  eastern  front  are  some  low  rolling  hills  on  which 
Ayub  Khan  nsually  stationed  a  cavalry  picqnet.  From  the  Babt 
Wali  Kotal  the  ridge  gradually  rises  again  nntil  its  highest  peaks 
are  1,200  feet  above  the  plain :  it  never  loses  its  precipitoas  char- 
acter, and,  looked  at  from  Candahar,  appears  quite  inaccessible 
on  its  southern  face.  It  stretches  about  a  mile,  always  in  a  soath- 
westerly  direction  from  the  Kotal,  and  then  ends  abruptly  in  the 
plain,  there  being  a  sheer  fall  of  several  hundred  feet  at  its 
western  end.  It  is  here  that  the  gap  occors  through  which  the 
road  from  Candahar  to  Herat  passes,  and  the  canals  from  the 
Argandab  are  conducted  which  supply  water  to  the  city  and  the 
neighbouring  vill^es.  Looking  from  Candahar  westwards,  one 
sees  on  the  rig^t  the  precipitous  ridge  known  as  the  Pir  Paimal 
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Hill,  and  on  the  left  another  high  ridge  overlookiDg  the  mina  of 
old  C&ndahar.  The  iDtermediate  apace  has  in  the  backgroond  a 
atrikiog  conical  hill  and  rarioae  other  diampted  maaaea  thrown  off 
from  the  higher  ridgea.  The  foregrotmd  is  simply  a  network 
of  orcharde,  gardena,  and  walled  enclosures,  between  which  and 
the  city  walls  he  the  cantonmenta  bnilt  by  na  forty  years  ago. 
Fortunately  there  also  lies,  some  2,000  yards  aouth  of  the  Pir 
Faimal  Ridge,  a  detached  ridge  which  woald  serve  aa  a  screen  to 
any  force  making  a  demonstration  against  the  Xotal,  or  attempt- 
ing a  taming  moTement  roond  by  way  of  the  Argandab  cauale. 
The  eaetem  part  of  this  snbaidiary  ridge  is  known  aa  Picqaet 
Hill,  a  picqnet  being  generally  poatod  apon  it  as  a  goard  to  the 
cantonments  and  to  watch  the  Eotal ;  while  the  remainder  of  the 
ridge  is  called  Earez  Hill,  from  the  springs  fonnd  a  little  to  the 
sonth  of  it.  Both  these  hills  are  within  range  of  field-gnns 
placed  on  the  £otaI,  bnt  troops  encamped  beneath  them  on  the 
southern  side  are  well  sheltered.  The  walled  endoanres  previ- 
onaly  mentioned  dnster  very  thickly  on  either  aide  of  the  Herat 
Boad,  and  with  the  orcharda  give  good  cover  to  the  troops  encamped 
aboat  them.  Such  an  encampment  was  formed  by  General 
Roberts  on  the  afternoon  of  the  Slat  Aagast ;  the  Srd  Brigade 
(General  Macgregor)  being  across  the  Herat  Road  and  in  rear  of 
the  westernmost  point  of  Karez  Hill ;  the  1st  Brigade  (General 
Macpherson)  coming  next  on  his  right  below  the  low  line  of  rocks 
connecting  the  two  hills,  and  the  2nd  Brigade  (General  Baker) 
being  half  a  mile  in  rear  of  Picqnet  Hill  and  close  to  the  western 
part  of  the  cantonments.  General  Roberts  had  taken  np  his 
head-quarters  in  Eahim  Dil  Khan's  house,  formerly  used  as  the 
habitation  of  the  Boyal  Engineers.  This  houae  was  in  rear  of 
the  lat  and  2nd  Brigadea,  and  the  enemy  tried  to  get  its  range ; 
bnt  only  one  blind  shell  was  pitched  within  the  walls  of  the 
garden.  A  telegraph  office  was  opened  in  one  of  the  lower  rooms, 
the  wire  being  laid  from  the  Candahar  citadel,  to  enable  direct 
communication  to  be  kept  np  with  the  city.  On  the  evening  of 
the  Slat  the  plan  of  attack  waa  finally  decided  upon,  its  main 
featnres  being  a  heavy  cannonade  and  demonetration  of  infantry 
against  the  Baba  Wall  Kotal,  whilst  the  Ist  and  2nd  Brigades 
were  to  force  the  enemy's  right  by  way  of  Fir  Faimal,  take  the 
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Eotal  in  rererae,  and  then  storm  Ayab's  "  entrenched  "  camp  at 
Mtizra,  2  miles  or  more  np  the  Axgandab  Yallej.  The  Bombay 
brigade  of  cavahy  were  to  watch  the  Mnrcha  Kotal,  while  General 
Roberts's  cavalry,  nnder  command  of  General  Hagh  Goagh,  were 
to  cross  the  Argandab  River  and  cnt  off  the  enemy's  retreat  west- 
ward. It  may  be  as  well,  now,  to  mention  that  the  ca^iy  could 
not  get  direct  to  the  river  as  was  expected ;  the  village  of  Gondi* 
gan,  which  they  had  found  deserted  on  the  previoas  day,  uid 
throngh  which  they  bad  to  pass,  having  been  strongly  oconpied  by 
the  enemy  daring  the  night.  This  village  was  in  the  midst  of 
the  orchards  lying  westwards  of  Earez  Hill,  and  it  showed  great 
enterprise  on  the  part  of  Aynb  to  occupy  it  after  oar  reoonnaissance 
had  been  made. 

The  brigades  told  off  to  make  the  taming  movement  roond  the 
Pir  Paimal  Ridge  mustered  the  following  strength  (indnding 
officers)  at  roll-call  on  the  morning  of  the  1st ; — 


Ist  Bbigadb,  cohhanded  by  Genekal  Macpebrsok. 

9-S,  Bojal  ArUIIerT<aUBorevgmw}.  .  218  officen  and  mm 

esnd  HighUnden GOl      „  „ 

Sod  Gfaoorku  .........  411      ,,  „ 

SSrd  Pioneen 600      „  „ 

alth  Punjab  InfuitrT S6I      „  ,  „ 

Total  itnngUi  .  2,091 


2nd  Bbiqade,  cohuamd&d  bt  General  Bakeb. 

No.  2  MonnUin  Batterj  (di  gant)     ....  200  officers  ud  n 

72nd  Bighluiden Ml      .,              , 

SndSikbB 4fiS      „              , 

SidSiklu .        .  441      „ 

Gth  Ghooifciu ill      „              , 

SndBelocliu ***      „ 


The  Srd  Brigade,  commanded  by  General  Macgregor,  was  held 
in  reserve  on  its  own  camping-ground.  Its  strength  was  as 
follows : — 


D,g,t7„lb,.GOOgIC 


The  British  Forces. 


511 


8rd  Bbioask,  oohuandbd  bt  Gbnxrui  Mi.coBBaos. 

ll-d,  Bojal  Artdlleiy,  Moantain  Batterj  (liz  gmu)  I2S  offiMit  ud  msn. 

a-6ouiiuaM ei7    .,         .. 

MhShooAw St8      „  „ 

IBthSikLi 498      „  „ 

25Ui  Fan  jkb  Inf Miti7 G23      „  „ 

Totel  rtMogOi       .       .  2,1S3 
From  tlie  Candahar  garriBon  the  following  troops  vere  detailed 
by  General  PrimroBe,  and  from  this  list  and  that  which  follows, 
the  etreogtb  of  the  garrison  when  relieved  can  be  made  oat : — 


BrltUb. 

Oon». 

OBsan. 

Km. 

CTiJrj  BrigwiB  Stuff       

B-B,  Boj«l  HorM  ArtiUorj         

1S9 

C-2,  Bo^  AttiUeiT        

1S6 

B-11,  Boral  AitillciT       

62 

18 

876 

06Ui  Btgimeirt      

11 

22fl 

1G2 

8S6 

IMh  NntiTB  Infentrr      

608 

2Stli  NatiTc  Inbotrr       

400 

No.2CoiiipuijS.ppB™ 

S8 

FonuHone         

126 

8ni  Seind  Hotw 

410 

8rd  Bombv  lieht  C.Tidl?          

— 

918 

Total       

81 

971 

2,186 

The  total  strength  of  this  force  of  Bombay  troops  amounted  to 
a  little  over  8,220,  with  foorteen  gans,  m.,  four  40-ponuder8, 
foar  9>poiinder  Horse  Artillery,  and  six  9-ponnder  field-gons. 

There  were  left  in  garrison  in  the  citadel  and  guarding  the  city 
the  following  troops : — 

2-7th  Fnsiliers — two  officers,  182  men ;  66th  Regiment — two 
officers,  146  men ;  let  Grenadiers — one  officer,  1S2  men ;  and 
SOth  Native  Infantry  (Jacob's  Bifles)— three  officers  and  380 
men ;  or  a  total  of  768  officers  and  men. 
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Onr  tioopB  breakhsted  at  eigtt  o'clock,  and  an  boor  later  the; 
were  ready  for  the  hard  day's  work  before  them.  Sir  F.  Boberts 
moved  his  head-qnartera  to  Karez  HUl,  Bshim  Dil  Efaaa's  house 
being  allotted  for  the  day  to  General  Primrose  and  his  Staff.  Cap- 
tain Straton  had  eBtablisbed  heliographie  stations  at  varions  points, 
linking  the  force  togeUter  wherever  it  should  move,  the  three  chief 
stations  being  on  Earez  Hill,  the  roof  of  Bahim  Dil  Khan's  honse, 
and  on  a  epnr  commanding  the  Herat  Boad  above  the  village  of 
Chilzina,  near  old  Caodahar. 

The  enemy  had  been  firing  intermittently  both  from  tiie  Baba 
Wall  Eotal  and  the  Gtmdigan  direction  from  daybreak,  and  it 
looked  as  if  they  were  full  of  fight  and  not  inclined  to  shirk  join- 
ing issue  with  us.  Oar  original  plan  had  to  be  somewhat  modi- 
fied owing  to  Ayab  Khan  or  his  generalissimo,  the  Naib  Hafizulla, 
having  poshed  their  men  round  to  the  sontbern  face  of  the  Pir 
Faimal  Bidge.  0-undigan  had  been  ooonpied  daring  the  night, 
and  the  order  that  Gougb's  cavalry  with  the  four  gons  of  E-B, 
B.H.A.  (escorted  by  two  companies  of  Uie  7tb  Fusiliers  and  foor 
companies  of  the  28th  Bombay  Native  Infanti;),  shonld  form  up 
on  the  low  hill  above  the  village  conld  not  be  carried  ont.  ^e 
movement  was  attempted,  bat  it  was  at  once  seen  that  the  place  m^  .t 
be  cleared  by  our  infantry  before  cavalry  conld  hope  to  get  past.  The 
movements  of  the  cavalry  on  onr  left,  which  were  to  have  been 
simnltaneoQS  with  those  of  the  two  attacking  brigades,  were  there- 
fore delayed,  General  Oongh  having  to  take  his  brigade  some 
eight  miles  round  before  he  could  strike  the  Argandah  Biver. 
This  was  one  forced  modification  of  oar  plans,  and  a  second  was 
that  tbe  village  of  Mullah  Sahibdad,  on  a  low  moand  betweeo 
Karez  Hill  and  the  Pir  Paimal  Bidge,  had  to  be  taken  fiirst  by 
General  Macpherson's  Brigade,  as  some  bondreds  of  Afghans  had 
established  themselves  in  it  after  nightfall  tbe  previons  day.  Bat 
all  this  was  known  long  before  General  Roberts  moved  to  Earei 
Hill,  and  preparations  were  made  accordingly.  General  Boss  bad 
command  of  the  infantry  attack,  and  directed  General  Macpherson'a 
Brigade  to  move  forward  through  the  gap  between '  the  Picqnet 
and  Karez  Hills,  clear  the  village  of  Mnllah  Sahibdad  in  their  left 
&ODt,  and  then  pass  on  ander  the  Pir  Paimal  Ridge,  working  their 
way  between  the  canals  along  the  lower  slopes.    General  Baker 
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V8B  ordered  to  take  his  brigade  oat  to  the  left  of  Earez  Hill, 
skinnish  throagh  the  orchards,  clear  Gondigan  village,  and  all 
the  enoloBores  abont  it,  and  join  hands  'with  the  let  Brigade  in 
the  final  movetnent  rotmd  the  Pir  Faimal  Ridge.  Macpherson'a 
Srigsde  was  to  be  the  brigade  of  direction,  &s  it  was  moving  on 
an  inner  line,  and  wonld  probably  first  reach  the  Fir  Paim&l 
-Tillage  on  the  nortbem  slope  of  the  ridge,  to  oaptore  which  woold 
ensore  the  Baba  Wall  Eotal  being  taken  in  reverse.  The  action 
commeoced  soon  after  nine  o'clock  by  onr  demonetratiou  against 
that  Kotal,  In  Ealachs-i-Haidar,  near  onr  old  cavalry  lines  and 
Borne  2,200  yards  ftom  the  Baba  Wali  Kotal,  Brigadier-General 
Borrows  had  in  position  four  40-poattder  breech-loading  Arm- 
strong gone,  with  foor  companies  of  the  7th  Fasiliers,  the  4th 
and  Itfth  Bombay  Infantry,  and  some  Sappers.  Six  guns  of  C-2, 
B.A.,  were  also  in  position  at  the  Ghildnkhteran  village,  betwerai 
Eares  and  the  Fieqnet  Hills.  Brigadier-Cteneral  Danbeny,  vritii 
four  companies  of  the  66th  Foot  and  foor  companies  of  the  asth 
Bombay  Infantry,  was  holding  a  line  between  Ghilzina  on  the  left 
and  Picqaet  Hill  on  the  right ;  the  latter  hill  being  crowned  by 
two  companies  of  the  Ist  Grenadiers.  Further  away  on  the  right 
Brigadier-General  Nattall  was  watching  both  the  Baba  Wali  and 
Mnrcha  Kotala  with  the  Srd  Scind  Horse,  8rd  Bombay  Light 
Cavalry,  and  the  head-qnarters  of  the  Poena  Horse.  This  mads 
R  good  display  of  force  on  oor  right,  and  at  9-15  A.K.  precisely 
the  40-ponnder8  began  a  vigorous  oaonooade  of  the  Baba  Wali 
Eotal.  The  shells  seemed  to  burst  with  great  accnnwiy,  bnt  the 
three  gons  of  the  enemy  in  pofdtion  there  answered  bravely 
enon^,  the  shells  showing  that  two  breech-loading  Armstrong 
9-poandera  and  one  of  onr  own  Horse  Artillery  gons  were 
moimted  in  the  Pass.  There  was  mnch  stir  and  excitement 
among  soch  of  the  enemy  as  could  be  seen  on  the  hills,  bnt  this 
was  greatly  iaareased  when  the  guns  of  C-2  began  shelling  the 
village  of  MoUah  Sahibdad.  Bullets  &om  Martini  and  Snider 
rifles  could  be  heard  singing  overhead,  as  if  the  AfgTiftn  marksmen 
tried  long  shots  in  the  direction  of  the  battery ;  bat  the  enemy  in 
the  village  kept  well  onder  cover,  and  when  six  gons  of  the  screw 
battery  also  opened  npon  the  honses  &om  jast  in  front  of  the 
Karez  Hill,  the  shelling  vras  so  continaotts  that  no  one  dared  show 
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himself  beyond  the  wallB.  Under  cover  of  this  fire  General  Bofis 
began  the  infiuitry  movement.  General  Maqiberaon  moved  Uie 
2nd  Ghoorkas  and  92Dd  Highlanders  out  to  the  right  and  front  of 
the  village,  the  23rd  Pioneers  (who  had  famiahed  an  escort  to  the 
serew-gnnB),  and  the  24tb  Ponjabeea  following  the  leading  regimenta 
as  sapportB.  At  the  same  time  General  Baker  got  his  biigado 
into  motion  and  entered  the  orchards  and  encloBarea  which  shat 
him  oot  bom  Gnndigan. 

To  follow  the  movements  of  General  Macpherson'  s  Brigade  first : 
the  92Dd  and  2nd  Ghoorkas  had  orders  to  "  rush  "  the  village 
vithont  a  halt,  and  they  carried  out  their  orders  to  perfection. 
It  was  the  tarn  of  the  Ghoorkas  to  lead  the  brigade,  and  they 
were  first  out  into  the  open,  skinniahing  rapidl]^  forward  nnder 
Colonel  Battye  and  going  stnight  far  the  sonthem  front  of  the 
village.  The  92nd  nnder  Gtdonel  Parker  worked  round  to  the 
tight,  never  pausing  and  doing  bnt  little  in  the  way  of  retoming 
the  enemy's  fire,  which  now  became  very  rapid,  the  A^hana 
appearing  cm  the  roofs  of  the  honses  and  lining  every  available 
wall.  C'2  and  6-8  batteries  renewed  their  shelling  over  Ute  heads 
of  onr  men,  and  this  had  a  good  moral  effect,  as  the  roofa  of  the 
houses  were  swept  by  shtapnel.  At  half-past  ten  the  village  had 
be^n  carried  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  the  Ghoorkas,  having  the 
shortest  distance  to  cover,  entering  first  from  the  Ksres  Hill  side, 
while  the  92nd  roshed  in  from  the  opposite  side.  A  stnbbom 
resistance  was  offered  to  their  advance,  the  92nd  losing  sereral 
men  killed  and  wounded;  among  the  latter  being  Lieutenants 
Menzies  and  Stewart.  Lientenaot-Golonel  Battye  of  the  2nd 
Ghoorkas  was  slightly  wonnded  on  the  right  shoulder,  but  he 
continned  to  lead  his  men.  The  village  was  fall  of  gbazis,  who 
sold  their  lives  dearly,  many  shntting  themselves  np  in  onder- 
ground  chambers  and  firing  upon  our  men  as  they  passed.  Some 
200  A%hans  were  killed  in  this  village  alone.  Lieutenant 
Henaies  had  a  narrow  escape.  After  he  had  been  wounded  he  was 
placed  in  au  empty  room,  for  the  sake  of  shade  and  comfort,  when 
a  ghazi.  hidden  in  an  inner  room,  msbed  out,  cat  down  one  of  die 
guard,  and  slashed  Menzies  over  the  head  and  back.  The  Eanatie 
was  killed  before  be  conld  do  any  further  mischief.  C-2  and  6-8 
batteries  advanced  when  the  village  had  been  taken,  and  were 
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Boon  again  in  aotion,  firing  at  tiie  lower  slopes  of  the  ridge  and 
into  snch  bodieB  of  Afghans  as  coald  be  seen  in  the  eacloBnres  in 
&ont.  So  many  men  remained  hidden  in  the  Tillage  that  Lieo- 
tenant -Colonel  Battye  remained  with  some  of  the  Ohoorkas  to 
clear  them  ont ;  and  two  low  hills  north  of  the  village  had  also  to 
be  cleared  by  part  of  the  brigade,  ae  the  enemy,  scattered  abont, 
occupied  them  in  considerable  nomberB.  Bnt  the  main  adranee 
conld  not  be  delayed  for  these  oonsiderations,  and  the  92nd  and 
two  Gompaniea  of  the  2nd  Ghoorkas  (under  Mtyor  Becher),  with 
the  2Srd  Pioneers  and  24tb  Punjab  Native  Infantry  in  siqiport, 
disregarding  a  few  shells  from  the  Baba  Wall  Eotal,  moved 
towards  the  sonth- western  end  of  the  ridge  above  them.  They 
soon  became  involved  in  dry  vrater-cnts,  orchards,  and  encloHnres, 
every  yard  of  which  had  to  be  skirmished  throngh,  while  a  smart  fire 
was  poured  down  upon  them  from  the  crest  of  the  ridge  where  the 
enemy  mustered  in  force.  General  Macpherson  told  off  picked 
marksmen  to  keep  down  this  fire  from  above,  and  their  steady 
shooting  checked  it  to  a  great  extent.  Leaving  Miyor  White  with 
the  leading  companies  of  the  92nd  and  M^or  Becher  with  his 
Ghoorkas  to  continue  their  hard  fight  round  the  comer  of  the  ridge, 
I  must  turn  now  to  the  2Dd  Brigade,  which  had  penetrated  into 
the  maze  of  walls,  trees  and  water-onts  on  the  left  of  General 
Macpherson's  line  of  advance. 

General  Baker,  upon  moving  out  to  the  left  of  the  Earez  Hill,- 
had,  in  his  first  line,  the  72ud  Highlanders,  under  Colonel  Brown- 
low,  and  the  2nd  Sikhs,  the  latter  being  on  the  right.  In  the 
next  line,  in  immediate  support,  were  the  5th  Ghoorkas  (in  rear 
of  the  72nd),  No.  2  Mountain  Batteiy,  and  the  8rd  Sikhs  (in  rear 
of  the  2nd  Sikhs),  with  the  2nd  Belnchis  in  reserve  and  escorting 
the  Field  Hoi^ital.  I  have  indicated  the  work  which  lay  in  front 
of  the  brigade,  which  had  to  work  its  way  throngh  walled  orchards 
and  gardens,  where  it  vras  difficult  to  keep  touch,  and  where  at 
times  the  men  conld  only  Bee  a  few  yards  on  either  hand.  Bat 
the  work  was  done  splendidly,  the  order  of  the  day  being  to  keep 
moving,  and  when  once  engi^^  to  go  steadily  onward  until  the 
ridge  should  be  turned.  The  right  wing  of  the  72nd  Highlanders, 
under  Mig'or  Stockwell,  carried  orchard  after  orchard;  bnt  one 
check    occurred  where  Captain  Frome'a  company,  resting  for  a 
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moment  in  a  dr;  vatercoorse,  was  anbjected  to  a  tairible  enfilad- 
ing firo  from  a  loopholed  wall  which  the  Sod  Sikhs  were  tiTing  to 
torn  on  the  right.  Captain  Frome  and  Beveral  men  were  shot 
down,  and  just  when  the  fire  was  hottest  Colonel  Brownlow  eune 
np.  He  was  on  foot,  and  had  jast  entered  the  watercoorae,  snd 
was  ordering  a  rash  forward  to  be  made  when  he  was  struck  In 
the  neck  by  a  bnllet  and  mortally  wounded.  He  was  dragged  1 
little  ander  cover,  but  died  in  a  few  minutes.  His  second  in 
command,  Major  Stockwell,  hearing  of  his  death,  harried  to  tbe 
wateroonrse  where  Captain  Frome's  men  were  lying  under  sodi 
shelter  as  they  coold  get,  and  forming  them  np  round  a  protecting 
elbow  of  the  channel  made  a  rush  at  the  wall.  Once  nnder  tha 
loopholes,  the  men  were  safb ;  and  the  defenders  of  the  mil 
beginning  to  wsTer,  the  Highlanders  placed  the  mnzzles  of  thor 
rifles  through  the  loopholes  from  ontstde  and  poured  a  few  ToUejt 
into  the  enclosnre,  completely  demoralizing  snch  of  the  enemy  u 
remained.  From  this  isolated  struggle,  which  cost  the  72nii  « 
dear,  an  idea  of  the  severity  of  the  fighting  may  be  formed.  Tbs 
right  wing  of  the  72iid  and  the  2nd  Sikhs  were  forced  by  the 
enemy's  tactics  to  cover  so  much  groond  to  the  right  that  the; 
left  <>nndigan  on  their  left  rear;  bat  the  left  wing  of  the  Hi(^- 
landers  under  Major  Qainness,  and  the  Sth  Ghoorkas,  under 
Captain  FitsHngh,  cleared  it  with  ease ;  so  shaken  were  the  men 
left  to  defend  it  by  seeing  their  fellows  running  from  the  orehardi 
beyond.  Gteneral  Baker's  right  had  cleared  the  densest  part  of 
the  gardens  a  short  distance  in  advance  of  the  92nd  on  the  right, 
but  no  sooner  did  tiiey  come  a  little  into  the  open  than  the  nussea 
of  the  enemy  in  front  tried  to  "  rush  "  them  ;  while  three  gooB 
in  position  at  the  foot  of  a  high  hill,  Kharoti  Ridge,  north  of  the 
Pir  Paimal  Itidge,  opened  fire  apoa  them.  Same  of  the  ^iuib 
actually  charged  into  the  ranks  of  the  2nd  Sikhs,  but  could  nub 
no  impression.  The  72nd,  seeing  a  large  body  of  men  prepsiing 
for  a  rush,  fixed  baytmets  and  charged  out,  completely  dispening 
the  armed  mob  in  front  of  them.  One  ghazi,  more  resolute  thu 
the  rest,  was  shot  by  a  sergeant  at  five  yu^e'  distance.  Cap- 
tain Murray  had  just  given  the  word  to  charge  and  had  leaped  oat 
of  a  ditch  with  his  men  when  ha  was  straok  in  the  sboolder  by  • 
bnllet  fired  from  the  ridge  and  severely  wounded. 
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The  92nd  Highlanders  and  Major  Beoher's  Ghoorkas  were  now 
in  alignmeni  with  the  right  of  General  Baker's  Brigade,  and  the 
time  had  oome  for  the  final  rush  roond  the  ridge.  The  enemy's 
right  rested  on  the  northern  slope  of  Fir  Paimal  Ridge  and  ex- 
tended across  a  basin  (it  con  eoarcely  be  called  a  kotal)  between  that 
ridge  and  the  high  Ebaroti  hill  to  the  north  already  referred  to. 
Behind  the  northern  hill  the  large  canals  and  waterooorses  from 
the  Argandab  River  nm,  the  river  itself  being  a  few  hnndred  yards 
beyond  the  series  of  channels.  It  was  in  this  basin  that  Ayub's 
army  made  its  final  stand.  It  had  no  real  entrenchments  to  line, 
bat  a  deep  water-oat  12  feet  broad,  with  banks  2  or  8  feet  high 
and  with  coItiTated  fields  in  front,  served  as  an  excellent  defence. 
The  banks  had  been  ingenionsly  loopholed  for  rifie-fire.  There 
were  two  camps  of  twenty  or  thirty  tents  each  in  rear  of  this 
channel.  The  first  was  well  away  to  General  Baker's  left  nnder 
the  northern  hill,  and  in  it  were  three  gnns ;  the  seoond  was  in  the 
middle  of  the  basin  and  had  two  gnns  in  position.  The  village 
of  Fir  Faimal  was  on  the  slope  some  distance  to  the  left  front  of 
the  second  camp  and  right  in  the  path  of  Macpheraon's  Brigade. 
The  latter  were  moving  in  an  inner  circle  close  nnder  the  ridge, 
while  Cteneral  Baker's  troops  had  to  work  well  roond  to  the  left 
BO  as  to  close  with  the  gans  nnder  the  northern  bill  and  block  all 
escape  &om  the  basin  in  that  direction. 

The  action  from  this  point  can  beet  be  nnderatood  by  following 
the  movements  of  the  92nd  Highlanders  and  Sad  Ghoorkas. 
They  rounded  the  south-western  face  of  the  Pir  Paimal  Ridge, 
and  succeeded  in  capturing  the  village  of  that  name  by  a  series 
of  "  rashes  "  and  by  turning  the  walls  on  the  right.  Major  White, 
with  the  leading  companies  of  his  regiment,  then  found  himself 
face  to  face  with  some  thonsands  of  men  who  seemed  determined 
to  make  a  final  stand  abont  their  two  gnus  in  the  basin.  The 
plan  of  our  attack  was  for  the  two  brigades  to  sweep  steadily  up 
the  basin  in  line ;  but  General  Maopherson  saw  that  as  he  had 
advanced  so  &r,  and  there  was  a  tendency  among  the  enemy  to 
snrge  forward  in  overwhelming  numbers,  there  was  nothing  for  it 
but  to  continne  his  advance.  Whenever  the  92nd  and  Ghoorkas 
halted  and  tried  volley-firing,  the  enemy  ceased  to  retire  and 
began  skirmishing  back  to  the  places  from  which  they  had  been 
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driTen.  The  23rd  Pioneers  had  also  worked  np  on  the  left  to  ud 
the  Highlanders,  and  Major  White  got  hia  men  together  for  a 
charge.  The  enemy  bad  tried,  by  tnming  the  water  into  another 
and  a  dry  chanitel,  to  check  our  advance ;  bnt  this  was  a  complete 
nuHtake.  Our  men  were  faint  from  thirst,  and  they  welcomed  the 
water  as  giving  new  life  and  strength.  Major  White  rode  along 
the  front  of  the  wateroonrse  in  which  the  Highlanders  were  lying 
nnder  cover  and  called  oat  to  them;  "Highlanders,  will  yoa 
follow  me  if  I  give  yon  a  lead  for  those  gnns?"  There  was  bat 
one  answer — a  ringing  cheer,  and  the  next  moment  the  men  were 
raehing  across  the  open  gronnd  led  by  the  pipers,  playing  the 
Slojfan,  while  Major  White  rode  serenely  on  in  front  drawing 
upon  himself  a  terrific  fire.  The  gnns  were  in  rear  of  a  water- 
course vrith  high  banks,  and  sheltered  by  this  the  Afghans  fired 
rapidly  and  well.  A  small  building  protected  their  right,  and 
some  300  or  400  riflemen  lying  on  the  slopes  of  the  Fir  Paimal 
Hill  ponted  in  a  heavy  cross-fire  npon  the  92nd.  Bat  the  High- 
landers  were  not  to  be  checked,  and  though  npwards  of  forty  men 
of  the  leading  companies  felt,  killed  or  wounded,  they  carried  the 
gnns  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  Major  White  leaped  into  the 
waterconrse  some  yards  ahead  of  his  men  and  foond  that  his  horse 
oonld  not  climb  op  the  steep  bank.  He  therefore  remained  quietly 
watching  the  enemy  firing  almost  into  his  face,  one  Af^ian 
deliberately  aiming  at  his  head  at  a  few  yards'  distance.  This 
man  and  some  ghazis  were  killed  where  they  stood,  Mqor  White 
getUng  his  horse  out  of  the  ditch  just  as  the  Highlaaderfl  jomped 
into  the  water.  The  artillerymen  had  deserted  their  gnns  some 
time  before,  and  had  left  both  pieces  double-shotted.  A  story, 
which  is  well  fonnd  if  it  be  not  true,  is  told  of  a  Oboorka,  who 
had  attached  himself  all  day  to  the  Highlanders.  He  managed  to 
reach  one  of  the  guns  first,  and  leaping  np  oo  it  be  waved  his 
cap  and  cried  in  Hindustani : — "  This  gan  belongs  to  iny  regi- 
ment— 2nd  dhoorkas !  Prince  of  Wales's  I  "  Then  he  thrast  his 
cap  down  the  muzzle,  in  order  that  there  might  be  no  dispute 
as  to  future  ownership.  The  brilh'ant  charge  of  the  92nd,  ab^y 
seconded  by  Mtyor  Becher  and  his  two  companies  of  the  2nd 
Ghoorkas,  with  the  23rd  Pioneers  rushing  np  in  support,  was  one 
of  the  leading  inddenta  of  the  day,  the  rapidity  of  the  whole 
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afiair  being  almost  as  startling  to  General  Soberts  and  Qeneral 
Boss  aa  it  mast  have  been  to  the  enemy.*  The  maae  of  men, 
Baid  varionBly  to  have  numbered  &om  8,000  to  10,000,  who  had 
gathered  in  the  orcbardB  and  been  driven  into  the  basin  and 
towaids  the  rear  of  the  Baba  Wali  Kotal,  were  hopelessly  broken 
by  the  steady  wave  of  men  whioh  swept  them  backward.  General 
Baker's  brigade  harried  them  whenever  they  tried  to  cUng  to 
cover  in  the  lower  vratercdorBes,  and  the  dSnd  were  driven  like  a 
wedge  between  them  and  the  slopes  of  the  ridge,  smashing  into 
their  midst  when  they  tried  to  rally  at  the  two  gons,  and  utterly 
breaking  what  little  coheBion  they  still  possessed.  The  first  stream 
of  the  fugitives  ponred  oat  from  the  orobarda,  and  made  for  the 
Ai^andab  in  the  direction  of  Kokaran,  many  of  them  falliDg  into  the 
hands  of  onr  cavalry;  Uie  next  stream  poured  back  into  Aynb'a 
camp,  carrying  the  news  of  the  defeat,  and  attracting  to  them 
the  escort  of  the  gons  on  the  Baba  Wall  Kotal.  The  last  two  shots 
fired  by  these  gnns  were  in  the  directicm  of  Earez  Hill ;  the 
first,  pitched  three  hundred  yards  short  of  where  General  Roberts 
was  sitting  on  the  crest  of  the  ridge,  did  not  burst,  while  the 
second  went  whizzing  overhead  far  into  the  gardens  beyond.  The 
screw-gnns  of  6-8  battery  fired  a  few  parting  rounds  at  the  fngi- 
tives  making  for  Mazra,  and  then  Macpherson  halted  his  brigade 
and  formed  up  his  regiments  at  the  foot  of  the  nortbem  slope 
of  the  Pir  Paimal  Bidge.  Cteneral  Baker  bad  called  a  halt  some 
time  before,  any  serions  firing  directed  against  his  fighting  line 
having  ceased  when  the  orchards  had  been  cleared,  and  the  line 
had  swung  round  to  make  the  taming  movement  ronnd  the  ridge. 
Kearly  all  the  enemy,  so  far  dealt  with,  had  been  irregolars,  and 
the  bayonet  charge  of  the  72nd  had  checked  whatever  latent 
ghazi-ism  there  might  be  among  them.  During  the  halt  tho 
fighting  line  of  the  2nd  Brigade  was  reformed  as  follows  : — Sth 
Ghoorkas  on  the  left,  8rd  Sikhs  in  centre,  and  2nd  Belnchis  on 
the  right.  The  72nd  and  2nd  Sikhs,  with  Swinley's  Mountain 
Battery,  were  in  rear,  replenishing  their  ammnnition  poaches.  In 
this  new  order  the  2nd  Brigade  advanced  at  about  11*4S,  and  as 
they  came  into  the  open  between  the  two  ridges,  a  half  battalion 

*  KajoT  Vliite  wu  noommanded  for  tlio  Tiotoria  Crou  fen  hii  gftllanti;  on  Uub 
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of  the  8rd  Sikhs,  under  Colooel  Money,  moved  off  to  the  I«ft  to 
bold  the  point  of  the  northern  hill  overlooking  the  Argandab 
Biver.  The  three  gone  and  the  twenty  or  thirty  deserted  tents  in 
the  advanced  camp  at  the  foot  of  this  bill  fell  into  the  hands  of 
Colonel  Money,  whose  later  movements  I  vrill  refer  to  presently. 
The  rest  of  the  Brigade  changed  direction  to  the  right,  and 
marched  np  the  basin,  the  72nd  taking  the  place  of  the  6th 
Ghoorkas  in  the  first  line.  Only  stray  shots  were  fired  by  ghasis, 
who  had  perched  tbemselvea  on  the  hills.  The  action  was  really 
at  an  end.  General  Boss  had  joined  the  advanced  infantry 
brigades,  and  General  Boherts  was  also  coming  round  the  ridge 
with  General  Macgregor's  reserve  brigade.  A  spnr  rnnning  down 
from  the  bill  on  the  left  flank  of  the  Pir  Paimal  basin  hid  Mazta 
from  view ;  bnt  as  the  leading  troops  of  General  Baker's  Brigade 
passed  over  this  spnr,  they  saw  a  mile  before  them  Aynb's  chief 
camp,  with  all  the  tents  standing  in  regolar  rows.  Fngitives 
were  rasbing  out  of  the  camp,  and  200  or  300  cavalry  were 
moving  off  among  the  trees  beyond.  The  72nd  Highlanders  and 
2nd  Belnchis  reached  the  camp  a  little  before  one  o'clock,  the  8rd 
Sikha  (half  battalion)  close  at  their  heels,  while  General  Macpher- 
Bon  also  moved  his  brigade  ieisnrely  forward  in  the  same  direc- 
tion. The  72nd  advanced  a  mile  beyond  Mazra  village,  and  fired 
dropping  shots  at  snch  nmaways  as  were  still  within  range.  Bnt 
the  powers  of  flight  of  an  Afghan  are  marvellons,  and  as  no 
cavalry  were  at  hiuid  most  of  the  enemy  made  good  their  escape. 
Colonel  Money,  with  bis  half  battalion  of  3rd  Sikhs,  had  foond 
that  beyond  the  point  he  was  sent  to  ooonpy  was  another  bill, 
giving  a  more  commanding  position.  He  pushed  on  with  some 
150  men  to  this  point,  and  to  his  surprise  looked  straight  down 
over  the  village  of  Baba  Wali  into  Mazra  and  the  enemy's  camp. 
At  that  time  it  was  packed  with  men,  and  he  sent  back  vord  to 
General  Baker  asking  for  reinforcements,  as  be  could  not  Tentui« 
npon  an  attack  with  his  handfal  of  Sikhs.  It  was  too  late 
for  any  regiments  to  be  re-directed,  and  Colonel  Money  had  to 
watch  with  much  chagrin  the  flight  of  the  Afghans  led  by  a 
large  number  of  cavalry,  probably  Eizilbasbes.  However,  be 
came  npon  five  gans,  including  a  24-pounder  howitzer,  placed 
on  the  slopes  pf  t^e  bjU  PWr  Baba  Wali  village,  so  that  hia 
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half  battalion  held  eight  pieces  in  their  pOBsesaioo.  When 
GeQer&l  BobertB  and  hia  Staff  rode  through  Mazra  in  advance  of 
Maogregor'a  Brigade  the  lont  of  Aynb's  arm;  vaa  complete,  and 
nothing  remained  but  the  cavalry  pnrsnit.  In  fonr  hoars  oni 
force  had  scattered  the  hitherto  victorions  Afghan  army,  driving 
them  &om  a  position  they  had  chosen  deliberately,  and  with  a  fbU 
knowledge  of  onr  strength,  and  oaptnring  thdr  camp  as  it  stood, 
as  well  as  thirty-one  gnna  and  two  of  onr  own  Horse  Artillery 
9-poanderB.  No  more  brilliant  ending  of  the  rapid  march  from 
Cabal  conld  have  been  wished,  and  the  vindication  of  onr  military 
prestige  is  now  fall  and  complete,  Lientenont  Maclaine  was  foand 
to  have  been  murdered  by  his  guards,  and  this  incident  has  em- 
bittered every  man's  hatred  of  the  Afghans.  That  the  Afghans 
did  not  anticipate  defeat  is  proved  by  the  appearance  of  their 
oamp  ;  not  a  tent  was  struck,  not  a  saddle-bag  oarried  away ;  all 
the  rade  eqnipage  of  a  half-barbarons  army  was  left  at  oar  mercy 
— the  meat  in  the  cooking  pots,  the  bread  half-kneaded  in  the 
earthen  veBBela,  the  bazaar  with  its  (7A<e-pot8,  dried  firaits,  flonr 
and  com — jnst  as  it  had  been  deserted  when  the  noise  of  battle 
rolled  up  from  Pir  Paimal. 

Bat  to  describe  these  matters  more  in  detail :  When  onr  troops 
foand  themselves  in  rear  of  the  Baba  Wali  Kotal  with  the 
enemy's  deserted  oamp  lying  before  them,  all  opposition  was  at  an 
end,  and  onr  work  was  to  oollect  Uie  gans  which  had  been  aban- 
doned on  onr  approach,  and  to  examine  the  contents  of  Aynb's 
tents.  I  had  lingered  to  diacnss  the  fight  with  Captain  Darvall, 
in  command  of  a  company  of  the  92nd  Highlanders,  guarding 
the  gnns  White  had  captared,  bo  that  the  let  and  2nd  Brigades 
had  passed  on  when  I  rode  np  the  road  to  Mazra.  General  Mac- 
gregor  was  following  with  the  8rd  Brigade ;  bnt  by  this  time  we 
all  knew  that  the  stories  famished  by  onr  spies,  relating  to  an 
entrenched  camp  and  a  defensive  position,  arranged  on  the  prin- 
dples  of  European  engineering,  were  febles.  The  3rd  Brigade  were 
balked  of  their  fight — for  the  60th  Rifles  and  the  regiments 
brigaded  with  them  were  to  have  assisted  in  the  final  attack  npon 
Mazra,  if  Ayab  had  taken  np  a  second  position.  Scattered  on  the 
open  stony  road  and  on  the  hill  slopes  were  bodies  of  men  killed 
by  oar  volleys  when  the  A%han  retreat  began.    There  seemed 
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few  dead  men,  bat  the  tas&ahM  and  waterooaiseB  could  have 
told  their  own  etor; ;  for  within  their  sheltering  banks  were 
lying  dnsters  of  white-clad  peaBsnts  who  had  been  foremost  in 
the  ranks  all  day.  If  the  cowardly  regolars  in  Ayab's  army  had 
fbnght  side  by  side  with  these  men,  onr  losses  mnst  have  been 
mach  heavier ;  but  they  leit  the  ghasi-Ied  mob  to  bear  the  brunt 
of  the  attack,  and  took  to  flight  when  the  Pir  Paimal  Ridge  was 
turned.  The  most  desperate  spirits  seemed  to  have  been  killed, 
for  in  the  pooches  of  sereral  men  whose  rude  waistbelts  I  examined 
there  was  not  a  sin^e  cartridge  left.  The  rifles  of  auoh  as  were 
armed  with  Martinis,  Sniders,  or  Enflelds,  were  taken  by  our 
soldiers  as  trophies ;  while  matchlocks  or  jhezaila  were  broken  to 
pieces  and  cast  away.  One  man  killed  was  completely  eqaii^>ed  in 
the  aniform  of  the  66tb  Begiment,  and  had  with  him  a  Martini  rifle 
and  bayonet.  A  number  of  men,  trying  to  preserve  some  form  of 
order  in  their  retirement,  were  clad  in  khaki,  and  at  a  distance 
were  actually  mistaken  by  one  of  oar  own  officers  for  the  28rd 
Pioneers.  As  they  got  oat  of  range  very  quickly  we  could  not 
Beoore  one  of  their  number  as  a  specimen.  Of  the  50  or  100 
bodies  which  I  myself  passed  at  close  qoarters,  I  only  saw  some 
three  or  four  men  in  what  might  be  called  aniform.  These  had  on 
dark-coloured  jackets,  and  tnrhans  sonnoonted  by  small  yellow 
pompons,  such  as  were  worn  long  ago  in  Earopean  armies.  There 
were  also  men  shot  down  with  stray  portions  of  Indian  uniform 
upon  them,  bat  they  were  plainly  peasants  or  villagers  who  had 
joined  Ayab  after  his  great  snccess.  It  is  said  that  Maiwand  was 
won  for  him  by  ghazie,  or  by  a  mob  of  radely-armed  lyots  led  by 
those  fanatics ;  and  one  certainly  saw  much  to  confirm  the 
idea  that  the  strength  of  an  Afghan  army  lies  in  its  irregolars. 
The  defenders  of  the  Mullah  Sahibdad  village,  the  men  who  tried 
to  "  rash  "  the  advanced  companies  of  the  72nd  in  the  orchards, 
the  mass  which  finally  was  broken  up  by  the  92nd  at  the  two 
guns — all  these  were  white-clothed  peasants,  each  fitting  for 
bis  own  band,  and  fighting  right  well  too.  They  were  seen  to 
kneel  down,  take  deliberate  aim  at  oar  ranks,  and  fire  wiUiout  any 
sign  of  hurry  :  having  fired  they  rose  to  their  feet,  retiring  at  a 
wfdk  and  re-loading  their  muzzle-loaders  coolly  and  calmly.  It 
waa  these  undrilled  units  in   Ayub's  force  who  gave  oa  most 
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iroablfl,  and  who  were  killed  aa  they  fell  back  before  our  Bteody 
Bdvanoa, 

The  bodies  of  the  eoeisf'B  killed  oeaBed  almost  entirely  oa  Boon 
08  tiifi  Bpnr  nmniiig  oot  firom  the  northern  hill  above  the  Baba 
Wall  village  on  oor  left  was  paseed.  This  spar  had  sheltered 
them  &om  onr  bnllets,  aod  the  shrapnel  &om  oar  40-poandera 
wonld  scarcely  reach  them  beyond  it.  The  road  to  the  Mazra 
camp,  &om  this  spar,  was  at  first  strewn  with  the  accontre- 
ments  which  the  A%hanB  had  thrown  away  in  their  flight. 
Thus  paokfita  of  Martini  and  Snider  cartridges  were  come  npon, 
with  stray  powder-flasks  and  ball-bags,  the  fli^t  bftving  become 
a  ront  as  oar  brigades  pushed  ap  the  Pir  Paimal  basin. 
A  few  hnndred  yards  nearer  the  camp  were  the  gims  which  bad 
been  withdrawn  &om  the  basin  itself.  They  had  been  left  by 
the  artillerymen  just  as  they  had  come  ont  of  action :  here  and 
there  a  bag  of  powder  lay  near  the  mnzzle,  as  if  a  gnnner  more 
stanch  tiian  hia  fellows  had  tried  to  load  his  piece  for  a  &rewell 
shot ;  while  the  (matont  were  fall  of  live  shell.  The  tracee  lay 
stretched  ont  along  the  road  where  they  had  been  dropped  when 
the  hoFBes  were  taken  ont,  and  we  could  imagine  the  gunners 
mounting  and  riding  off  before  our  cavalry  ponmit  began.  We 
were  delighted  to  see  one  of  oar  own  Horse  Artillery  guns  standing 
on  the  road  none  the  worse  for  its  oaptivity,  and  word  vaa  sent 
back  for  a  team  to  remove  it  to  the  rear.  The  other  9-poander 
lost  at  Maiwand  was,  as  conjectored,  in  position  on  the  Baba  Wali 
Kotal.  More  accoatrementa  and  packets  of  ammunition  were 
fonnd  scattered  near  the  first  line  of  tenta,  and  once  within  the 
camp,  we  could  see  how  hasty  bad  been  the  flight,  and  how  little 
the  enemy  had  expected  a  crashing  reverse  in  a  few  hoars.  Oar 
reconnaissance  of  the  81at  seems  to  have  been  fatal  to  them  ;  they 
looked  npon  it  as  a  first  aucceaa  for  their  own  arma,  and  had 
oonseqaently  made  no  preparations  for  seouring  an  orderly  retreat. 
Their  camp  was  pitched  in  a  very  orderly  way,  the  tents  being 
arranged  in  streets  with  their  front  looking  towards  Candahar. 
The  rows  of  tents  stretched  away  folly  half  a  mile  is  rear  until 
the  small  village  of  Mazra  was  reached.  Ayub'a  tent,  one  of 
the  kind  in  which  we  usually  hold  durbars,  and  large  enough  to 
have  accommodated  all  the  princes j)f  the  Barakzai  family,  waa  on 
the  right  of  the  camp  near  the  canal  which  carries  water  to  Can- 
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dabar.  A  handBome  carpet  still  oorered  half  the  floor,  and  when 
the  Bfilnohie  first  entered  it  there  were,  I  believe,  many  evidaneea 
of  recent  oconpancy.  'Within  a  few  yards  of  it  was  a  amall  tent 
with  a  small  enolosnre  formed  by  apri^ht  casTas  walls — ^the  xeaaxa, 
in  fiujt,  wherein  the  Cabal  ladies  with  Hashim  Khan  had  lived. 
Aynb  himself  was  said  to  have  had  only  one  Kizilbaah  cosca- 
bine  with  him.  In  this  tent  there  was  a  small  circle  of  caipet 
roond  the  central  pole,  the  remainder  having  been  ont  awiy, 
probably  when  the  order  to  take  to  flight  was  given.  Anothe 
tent  near  Aynb's  had  been  used  as  a  dispensary,  and  wsa  full  of 
native  dmgs  and  of  the  hospital  stores  lost  by  Qenersl 
Bnrrows.  Some  of  onr  native  doctors  were  basy  in  removing 
snoh  medicines  as  were  etill  of  valoe.  Poor  Maclaine's  tent  was 
forty  or  fifty  yards  away  on  tlie  bank  of  the  canal.  In  every  one  of 
the  oonunoQ  tents  it  seemed  that  some  ten  or  twelve  men  had 
been  tenants,  and  the  strength  of  the  regular  regiments  mast  have 
been  very  considerable.  Bade  screens  of  branohes  and  bonghs  of 
trees  had  also  been  raised  abont  the  village,  no  doubt  by  the  best 
of  irregolars  swarming  in  the  camp. 

An  examination  of  a  few  of  the  tents  showed  a  vast  amoont  of 
rubbish,  in  the  shape  of  clothes,  bedding,  cooking  vessels,  horse- 
gear,  and  misoellaneonH  equipage,  with  valuable  stores  of  English 
ammnoition.  Dried  figs,  grapes,  melons,  floor,  were  scattered 
about,  and  in  saddle-bags  and  wallets  were  all  kinds  of  "  portable 
property  "  more  or  less  valueless.  One  bag  which  I  saw  ransacked 
by  a  kahaiT,  contained  a  packet  of  Persian  books,  carefoU;  vrrapped 
in  half  a  dozen  covers  of  cloth ;  a  store  of  raisins  and  a  bag  of 
flour ;  a  silk  pagree ;  a  change  of  white  clothing ;  a  bridle  and 
stirraps ;  a  purse  with  a  score  of  copper-pieces  in  it ;  a  pistol  and 
100  Enfield  cartridges.  The  ammunition  foand  in  the  tents  muet 
have  amounted  to  many  thousands  of  rounds.  Each  man  seemed 
to  sleep  vritb  packets  of  Martini  and  Snider  cartridges  at  his  side, 
while  tiie  packets  made  np  for  Enfields  were  in  heaps  in  odd 
comers.  One  large  tent,  which  had  evidently  served  as  the 
magazine,  was  filled  to  the  roof  with  bags  of  powder  and 
boxes  of  onr  bieeoh-loading  cartridges.  How  many  rounds  we 
lost  on  Joly  27th  I  do  not  know,  but  we  have  retaken  Urge 
qaantities,  while  some  of  onr  regiments  filled  up  their  pouches 
while  in  the  camp.    Brass  helmets,  kettle-dmms,  some  of  the 
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band  instromentB  lost  by  the  66th,  bugles,  gold  and  sUrei  laoed 
oo&ta,  were  among  oni  loot,  and  some  boxeB  of  Cabnli  rapeeBwere 
also  found.  But  important  aboYS  all  were  the  thirty-one  gnne  and 
oar  two  Royal  Horse  Artillery  9-ponnderB  :  the  loss  of  these  will 
break  Ayah's  prestige,  for  when  he  retnms  a  fngitiTO  to  Herat 
the  citizens'  first  qaestion  will  be  concerning  the  artillery  he  took 
with  him  to  batter  down  the  walls  of  Cand^ar. 

I  returned  to  oar  oamp  behind  Earez  Hill  by  way  of  the  Baba 
Wall  Kotal,  and  found  AyaVs  guns  still  in  position  on  the  plat- 
form whence  they  had  fired  upon  ns.  He  himself  had  viewed 
the  oaptore  of  the  village  of  Mullah  SaMbdad  from  this  point. 
Here  considerable  engineering  skill  had  been  shown :  sloping 
roads  had  been  out,  np  which  the  gons  could  easily  be  taken,  and 
a  natural  line  of  rooks  had  been  well  utilized  as  a  screen  for  the 
pieces  placed  in  position.  There  were  no  embrasures  or  gnnpits,  but 
the  gans  were  placed  so  that  having  been  fired  over  a  wall  of  rocks 
4  or  6  feet  broad,  Uiey  might  then  be  withdrawn  a  few  yards  below, 
reloaded  and  ran  up  again  to  answer  our  fire.  Our  40-poanders 
had  of  course  made  no  impression  upon  the  rock,  althoagh  the 
shells  had  pitched  apon  the  wall  itself.  The  gunners  could  rest 
in  perfect  safety  when  not  firing,  as  a  space  had  been  cleared 
below  the  rooks  and  the  hill  sloped  sharply  downwards.  The 
narrow  road  over  the  Eotal  was  to  the  right  of  the  guns,  with 
rocks  overhanging  it  on  either  side  :  it  had  not  been  interfered 
with,  the  enemy  knowing  that  such  a  converging  fire  could  be 
brooght  to  bear  upon  it  that  it  could  scarcely  foe  forced.  There 
was  a  higher  position  above  where  the  9-ponndera  and  the  two 
Armstrongs  were  posted,  and  here  a  7-pounder  mountain  gun 
was  found.  There  was  splendid  cover  for  in&ntry  lining  the  rocks 
and  this  had  been  improved  wherever  practicable.  So  strong 
indeed  had  the  Eotal  been  made,  and  so  clear  of  all  obstacles  was  the 
slope  below — a  natnial  glacis — that  to  have  attacked  in  this  direc- 
tion wooid  have  been  to  conrt  heavy  loss,  if  not  a  disastrous  repulse. 

Two  sad  incidents  marred  the  success  of  the  day :  the  death 
of  Captain  Straton  and  the  murder  of  Lieutenant  Maclaine,  who 
had  been  a  prisoner  in  Aynb's  hands  since  the  eventfiil  27th  of 
July.  Colonel  Brownlow  and  Captain  Frome  died  gallantiy  in 
actiofi,  and  though  we  sorrow  for  the  lose  of  these  brave  men, 
there  is  the  consolation  that  they  were  at  the  head  of  their  regi- 
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mente  and  in  the  fore-ftont  of  the  battle.  Bat  Captain  Straton'B 
death  occnrred  at  a  moment  when  all  seemed  over,  when  we  had  bnt 
to  ootmt  our  loaaes  and  collect  oar  spoila.  When  General  Boaa 
had  joined  Maopheraon's  Brigade,  halted  in  rear  of  the  Pir  Paimal 
Kdge,  the  aheUi)  &om  ooi  40'poandets  were  still  coming  otot  the 
Baba  Wall  Kotal,  endangering  the  safety  of  any  troops  pashing 
on  towarda  Mazra.  It  was,  of  coarse,  all-important  to  stop  this 
sheUing  of  the  Kotal,  now  Tirtoally  in  onr  hands,  and  the  eaaieat 
irajr  was  to  send  a  party  of  signallers  np  the  hillside  to  the  ri^ 
of  the  Eotal,  whence  the  news  of  onr  rapid  snccess  oonld  be 
flashed  down  below.  Captain  Straton  with  two  monnted  signallera 
was  with  the  brigade,  and  he  was  ordered  to  establish  a  station 
on  the  ridge  above.  Bat  as  there  were  a  few  ghazis  lingering 
aboat,  two  companies  of  the  24th  P.N.I.  were  told  off  to  skir- 
mish well  in  front  of  him,  and  clear  the  groand.  Before  tiiej 
ooald  more  off,  Captain  Straton,  a  man  with  no  sense  of  personil 
danger,  rode  slowly  np  the  slope  with  hia  two  signallers.  He 
had  not  gone  more  &an  50  or  60  yards  from  Generals  Robs  and 
Macphetson  when  a  shot  was  heard  and  Captain  Straton  fell 
from  hia  horse.  A  dark  figure  was  then  seen  to  rise  from  a  dip 
in  the  groand,  fix  a  bayonet  on  his  rifle  and  rash  forward.  The 
two  signallers,  men  of  the  72nd  Highlanders,  had  disroonnted  b; 
this  time,  and  they  fired  at  40  yards'  diatance,  bringing  the  Afghan 
down.  Hia  bayonet  had  passed  through  Captain  Straton's  coot 
bat  had  not  touched  the  body.  The  man  was  bayonetted  as  he 
tried  to  rise.  It  was  discovered  that  he  had  already  been  severeff 
wonnded  and  eoald  not  have  hoped  to  escape ;  he  was  not  clad  in 
the  orthodox  white  of  a  trae  ghazi,  bat  had  on  a  sort  of  bine 
aniform,  which  seemed  to  indicate  that  he  was  a  regular  soldier 
whose  fanatidsm  had  prompted  him  to  shoot  the  first  officer  who 
passed  him.  The  bnllet  &om  his  rifle  had  passed  throagh  Straton's 
heart.  The  decease  of  Captain  Straton  is  a  great  loss  to  the  force ;  the 
perfect wayin  which  be  had  controlled  the  signalling  was  nniTerssUy 
recognized.  He  never  spared  himself  when  hard  work  had  to  be 
done,  and  the  soldiers  under  him  shared  his  enthasiasm.  General 
Roberts  always  relied  implicitly  on  him,  both  on  the  march  and 
in  action,  for  he  knew  that  if  it  were  possible  for  heliographisg 
to  be  done,  Captain  Straton  woald  have  his  men  in  position  and 
his  instraments  at  work.    The  22nd  Regiment  have  lost  as  good 
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a  soldier  as  ever  wore  sword,  and  there  ia  a  gap  in  Sir  Frederick 
Bobertfl'a  Staff  .wUcli  he  will  find  hard  to  fill.  The  second  inci- 
dflct  is  yet  again  on  different  lineB,  for  the  murder  of  Lieatenant 
Maclaine  ia  full  of  horror.  A.b  Sir  Frederick  Boberts  rode  into 
Ayah's  camp  word  was  brought  by  some  native  soldiers,  belonging 
to  Jacob's  Itifles  and  the  1st  Grenadiers,  who  had  heen  prisoners 
with  Maclaine,  that  his  body  was  lying  near  Aynb's  tent.  Major 
Eoan  Smith  was  sent  down  to  test  the  truth  of  the  story,  and 
fonnd  theaepoys  had  spoken  only  too  truly.  Poor  Maclaine,  with 
his  throat  cat  deeply  across,  was  lying  some  short  distance  from 
the  tent  in  which  he  had  been  confined,  aboat  40  yards  from 
Aynb's  own  tent.  The  story  told  by  the  sepoys  is  that  Aynb  fled 
at  elflTen  o'clock  with  the  Cabnl  sirdars,  leaving  his  prisoners  in 
charge  of  their  gnard,  with  no  instrnctiona  beyond  a  verbal  order 
that  they  were  not  to  be  killed.  Some  honr  or  more  after  this 
the  goard  mshed  into  the  tents  where  Maclaine  and  six  other 
prisoners  were  kept,  and  ordered  them  all  out  as  they  were  to  be 
killed.  One  sepoy  was  shot  through  the  head  and  Maclaine  was 
seized  by  several  Afghans,  who  threw  him  down  and  cnt  his  throat. 
He  was  weak  and  ill  from  sickness  and  bad  food,  and  submitted  to 
his  fate  without  a  word.  Immediately  upon  this  there  was  a  great 
shout  that  the  English  were  upon  the  camp  and  the  guard  fled 
witbont  touching  the  five  sepoys  remaining.  The  bitterest  rage 
is  felt  against  Ayub,  who  might,  by  confiding  the  ofQcer  to  the 
Eizilbash  cavalry,  easily  have  ensured  his  safety.  For  tbe  future 
there  can  be  no  question  of  treating  with  a  prince  who  has  thus 
followed  the  worst  precedents  of  Afghan  history.  He  is  held 
responsible  for  Maclaine's  asBassinatlon  just  as  mnch  as  if  he  had 
witnessed  it,  and  our  only  regret  is  that  the  sirdar  did  not  fall 
nnder  tbe  sabres  of  our  cavalry  in  the  pursuit.  Maclaine's  body 
was  carried  into  the  Citadel  and  was  buried  with  military  honoors 
yesterday  morning, 

Tbe  cavalry  pursuit  resulted  in  some  400  of  the  enemy  being 
killed,  while  our  casualties  were  trifling,  only  two  officers.  Lieute- 
nant Baker,  of  the  8rd  Punjab  Cavalry,  and  Lieutenant  Chamber* 
lain,  of  the  Central  India  Horse,  being  very  slightly  -  wounded : 
the  former  got  a  cut  on  the  hand  and  the  latter  had  his  sword' 
arm  bruised  a  littlo  by  the  point  of  a  inXwar.  General  Hugh 
Gough,  with  the  9th  Lancers,  8rd  Punjab  Cavalry,  Srd  Bengal 
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Cavalr;,  and  the  Central  India  Horse,  cot  off  groups  of  fagitiTea 
who  had  erosBed  the  Argandab  and  were  makmg  for  Eliakres ;  bnt 
no  large  maases  of  men  were  enoonntered.  The  dels;  in  not 
being  able  to  croBs  the  Eokanu  ford  nntil  eleven  o'clock,  of  oouse 
militated  against  the  pnrsoit  being  of  the  harassing  kind  it 
wonld  otherwise  have  assamed,  Onoa  the  river  had  been  forded 
the  cavalry  galloped  along  on  three  parallel  lines,  the  9th  Lancers 
forming  the  reserve.  The  8rd  Ponjab  Cavalry  killed  over  seventy 
men  in  one  charge  alone.  General  Nattall,  with  the  8rd  Scind 
Horse  and  8rd  Bombay  X<ight  Cavalry,  also  pursued  daring  the 
afternoon,  np  the  Argandab  Valley  to  the  east  of  the  river,  kill- 
ing 100  stragglers.* 

Onr  loBsea  so  for  as  they  have  been  ascertained  were,  on  Angnat 
Slst  and  September  1st,  as  follows  : — 
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oao>™. 

Bank  and  Pfla. 

K. 

". 

w. 

K-B,  Eojsl  Horse  ArtiU«i7      

_ 

I 

0-2,  Eo7>l  ArtiUei?     

2 

6-8,  Royal  Artilloty     

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

! 

StAfT          

1 

2-60U.Eifl«i 

3 

72nd  HigUuidBni         

1 

2 

7 

20 

92nd  HighlaDden         

8 

1« 

M 

3rd  B«i«al  GanJij      

1 

1 

3rd  PnBJab  C«»»lrT      

1 

Central  iDdia  HoTBfi     

1 

2ndahoorkBB 

1 

10 

1) 

23rdKonoetB 

1 

2 

2*Ui  Punjib  NatiM  In&ntrj 

- 

1 

10 

2ndSikba         

I 

3 

23 

SHBikta          

ithQhoorkii 

1 

~\ 

1 

16th  SiMu        

2 

4 

25th  Piujab  NkUn  lafuitiy 

SnigcindHotBe             

Brd  Boinbaj  Csralry 

1 

2ndB«luehi.     

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

\  _ 

Total 

s 

" 

21 

92 

23 

M 

*  Six  hnndnd  and  fortr-iiiiie  bodiei  »era  ftftaiTudi  buried  on  th«  C»ndak*r  dd(  of 
the  Fir  PumU  Bidge.  The  encmj'a  total  Ion  nnKt  hare  1)een  abont  1,200  killed,  lod  * 
IsTg*  nnmlMr  wonnded. 
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This  gives  a  total  of  killed  of  &11  ranks,  46,  wounded  202. 
Two  foUowers  ware  killed  and  fifteen  wounded ;  twentjhoTsee  and 
three  mnles  were  killed ;  twentj-one  horses  and  three  males 
wounded. 

The  list  of  officers  killed  and  wounded  is  as  follows  : — 


Officers  KiUed. 
Lieatenant-Golonel  Brownlow,  commanding  72nd  Highlanders, 
Captain  Frome,  72nd  Highlanders. 

Captain  Straton,  2-22Dd  Foot,  Superintendent  Army  Signal- 
ling. 

OffieerB  Wounded. 
Captain  Murray,  72nd  Highlanders. 
Lieatenant  and  Adjotant  Munro,  72nd  Highlanders. 
Lieutenant  Menzies,  92nd  Highlanders. 
Lieatenant  Stewart,  92nd  Highlanders. 
Major  Willock,  8rd  Bengal  Cavalry. 
Lieatenant  Baker,  3rd  Punjab  Gayalry. 
Lieutenant  Chamberlain,  Central  India  Horse. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Battye,  commanding  2nd  Ghoorkas. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Bowcroft,  oommanding  4th  Ghoorkas. 
Major  Slater,  2nd  Sikhs. 
Lieutenant  Chesney,  28rd  Pioneers. 

The  wotinds  of  the  last  eight  ofBcers  are  not  seTere. 

The  death  of  Colonel  Brownlow  is  a  terrible  loss  to  the  72Dd 
Highlanders,  and  indeed  to  the  army  genorally.  Brave  to  a  fault, 
he  was  a  model  of  coolness  under  fire,  and  always  handled  his 
men  with  judgment  and  decision.  He  was  marked  for  future 
distinction,  his  tried  ability  in  the  field  raising  him  for  above  hia 
peers.  His  untimely  death  will  be  felt  most  keenly  by  his  own 
officers  and  men,  to  whom  he  had  greatly  endeared  himself. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Oudtbkr  <luiii(  Uw  Saga — Impramnent  o[  tha  Dafsncea— Skatcli  Ikp  ihaviiig  tka 
Diipoution  of  the  CEuriMU— Tha  Attitads  of  tb«  Enemy— Their  Plan  of  AUaek— 
Deh-i-Klimj&^UagaoccnpiediiifaroebjtheAfgliuu— TlieBortieaf  Aogost  letfc 
— Datenoinad  DefaaM  of  (ba  Yilkge — Betiramant  of  the  Tioapa— Death  of  QcDenl 
Brook*  —  The  Sortie  falaal;  oalled  a  "SBOseaa" — Deacription  ot  tha  Afgbaa 
Kegs  Worka  —  Engineering  Skill  ahown  by  the  Naih  HafinUla  Paralleb—Tke 
IVaining  of  Gnna  npon  the  Shikarpur  Qata — Tbe  Afghan  Karei  Tcenohas  on  tha 
Sonth — Attempt  to  form  Brtaohing  Batterioa — Bitpluktion  of  the  SngipatgiTH 
Skin  ahown, 

Cand&hab  GjUitohventb,  9fA  Se^iembtr,  1880. 
Sib  Fbbdbrick  Bobbbtb's  troops  were  so  soon  poshed  into  action 
after  their  arriTal  at  Gandahar,  that  tha  state  of  the  cit^  on  the 
Slst  Angnet  and  the  evidence  tbe  enem;  had  left  hehind  of  their 
late  nncomfoitahle  closeness  to  the  walla,  faaye  been  partly  for* 
gotten  by  many  of  ne.  When  we  rode  up  on  the  morning  of  the 
Slst  there  was  indeed  OTery  sign,  both  within  and  withont  the 
walls,  that  an  enemy  had  been  at  the  gate.  Candahar  rises  ont 
of  the  plain  qnite  abruptly ;  its  walls,  with  their  tower-like 
bastions,  obtmding  themselves  tipon  one's  notice  in  rather  an  Tin- 
sympathetic  way.  They  shot  ont  from  view  eTerything  that  lies 
within  them,  except  the  tomb  of  Ahmed  Shah  and  the  tower  of 
observation  in  the  citadel.  No  point  of  'vantage  enables  one  to 
examine  what  the  walla  may  hide  ;  not  nntil  the  gates  are  passed 
does  the  character  of  the  city  disclose  itself.  It  has  been 
too  often  described  for  me  to  Tentore  to  sketch  its  two  broad 
loads  bisecting  each  other  at  right  angles  near  the  centre  of  the 
city ;  its  citadel  guarded  by  a  deep  ditch ;  ita  high  walls  of  a 
breadth  sufficient  to  make  breaching  a  work  of  great  difficulty  even 
to  heavy  artillery,  and  its  narrow  gates,  guarded  each  by  flanking 
towers  which  stand  out  on  either  hand  of  the  doorway  as  if  the 
mad-work  of  the  WEills  bad  been  cut  through  and  folded  back 
to  admit  of  entrance  being  given.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  say 
that  the  defences  had  been  strengthened  during  the  siege  by 
such  contrivances  as  are  nsually  employed  to  check  assaults  nptm 
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walled  towns,  as3  that  the  gaps  and  breaks  in  the  bastions  and 
parapet  had  been  filled  in  with  sand-bage,  which  still  remain  in 
all  the  rongh-and-ready  state  in  which  the;  were  Iiastil;  piled  up. 
On  Angnst  Slst  onr  first  view  of  Gaodahar  was  from  near  Deh-i- 
Ehwaja,  the  Tillage  against  which  the  sortie  of  the  16th  had  been 
directed.  We  did  not,  however,  enter  by  the  Cabal  Qate,  on  the 
eastern  &ce,  bat  by  the  SHkarpnr  Gate  fiuiing  sontbwards. 
It  was  here  that  the  onter  defences  had  been  made  strongest, 
as  the  enemy's  attack  in  force  was  expected  from  the  gronp 
of  villages  lying  to  the  sonth  and  sonth^west,  some  of  the  walled 
vineyards  and  gardens  of  which  were  within  300  yards  of 
the  aoath-west  bastion  and  less  than  a  mile  from  the  Shikar- 
pnr  Qate  itself.  The  temporary  bazaar  oatside  this  gate, 
established  for  the  benefit  of  oar  force  marching  in  from 
Momand,  was  formed  amidst  the  c^t^,  wire  entangle- 
ments, cheoatuc-de-friMe,  and  broken-down  walls  which  cambered 
the  groand  and  wonld  have  impeded  the  msh  of  an  attacking 
force.  The  bastions  and  parapet  bristled  with  sand-bags,  over 
which  the  sentries  on  gnard  looked  down,  no  doubt  with  hearty 
relief  as  oar  troops  drew  op  and  piled  arms  preparatory  to  break- 
fiwt.  And  yet  there  was  no  enthasiasm  shown  at  oar  approach : 
not  a  band  tamed  oat  to  play  as  in,  not  a  cheer  was  raised  to 
welcome  ns.  Perhaps  we  had  been  so  near  for  the  last  few  days 
that  the  novelty  of  being  released  &om  a  dangerous  sitaation  had 
passed  away  from  the  minds  of  the  garrison ;  perhaps — and  I  am 
afraid  this  is  the  more  likely  explanation — the  prevailing  tone 
among  General  Primrose's  troops  was  one  still  of  depression  and 
want  of  "  heart."  *  The  reaction  had  not  set  in,  and  the  disas- 
trons  defeat  at  Maiwand  and  the  sad  result  of  the  sortie,  were 
still  remembered  with  great  vividness.  There  had  been  nndoabtcd 
demoralization  existing  within  the  waUs  daring  the  siege,  cansed 
by  that  nnreasoning  dread  of  an  enemy  which  always  arises  after 
defeat.  How  far  the  demoralization  spread  only  commanding 
ofBcers  conld  really  know ;  bat  it  was  impossible  that  the  rem* 
nants  of  a  beaten  brigade  conld  be  bronght  once  more  into  contact 
with  the  main  body  witboat  prodacing  some  ill-effect.  Letters 
*  On  Augnit  Srd  Qtntnl  PrimroM  ioFonned  Colood  St.  Jobn  tiut,  acting  under  tlw 
•drice  of  Ui  brigadlsn,  he  iMomed  ahkf  politiMl  uthcoi^. 
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which  reached  as  after  we  left  £heUt-i-0hilzai  spoke  of  the 
"loDg  faces  drawn,"  and  the  depreBsion  of  which  the;  were  the 
too  visible  sign.  And  ^et  there  were  over  4,000  effective  soldiers, 
British  and  natire,  under  General  Primrose's  orders.  One  panic- 
stricken  man  maj  infect  a  hondred ;  one  panic-stricken  regimeut 
an  arm; ;  and  to  judge  b;  the  stories  told  by  soldiers  of  the  garri- 
son to  our  own  men  of  the  Gabnl  force,  there  was  a  tendency  to 
foster  tlie  "  ghazi  scare,"  and  to  nurse  and  nurture  it  until  it 
grew  to  formidable  proportions.  Thus  our  sowars  told  of  Uh 
terrible  Aimak  horseraen  who  fed  their  horses  on  raw  meat  and 
charged  with  such  effect  that  no  one  could  withstand  them ;  that 
our  cavalry  would  wither  away  before  the  flame  and  smoke  breathed 
from  their  horses'  nostrils.  Oar  sepoys,  nearly  all  Sikhs  and 
Ohoorkas,  were  so  self-confident  that  th^  made  no  secret  of  their 
desire  to  meet  the  much-bepraised  ghazi-Ioi; .-  they  were  warned 
that  they  did  not  know  what  the  local  ghazis'  fighting  powers 
were,  and  there  was  what  in  Western  life  wonld  be  called  "  head- 
shaking  "  at  our  rapid  movement  towards  the  Pir  Paimal  Bidge 
on  the  Slst.  We  seemed  to  local  wiseacres  to  be  going  right  into 
the  jaws  of  death,  whereas  our  firm  belief  was  that  we  were 
rushing  into  the  arms  of  victory.  Cor  men  were  impatient  to 
wipe  out  the  disgrace  which  had  fallen  on  our  arms. 

To  revert  to  the  appearance  of  the  city  when  we  formally 
relieved  it :  The  flanking  bastions  which  stud  the  wall  at  regular 
intervals  are  seventy  in  nnmber.  They  are  really  circular  towen 
with  that  part  of  the  ciicnrnfeience  cut  away  which  looks  city- 
wards. As  they  were  in  a  wretched  state  of  repur  as  regarded 
their  npper  layers  of  sun-dried  mnd,  there  was  much  to  be  done 
in  building  up  a  new  parapet  with  sand-bags,  and  their  appearance 
is  now  most  uncouth,  each  tower  seeming  "  top-heavy "  and 
snfiering  from  an  excrescent  growth  which  may  yet  be  in  its  in- 
fancy. The  south-west  bastion,  overlooking  the  8hikarpur  village 
wherein  the  enemy  were  always  swarming,  was  strengthened 
greatly  by  those  means,  embrasores  being  left  throngh  which  our 
40-poundera  could  be  trained  to  the  east,  west,  and  aonth.  A 
.fantastic  appearance  was  also  given  to  the  main  walls  of  the  city  by 
cutting  down  the  parapet  for  18  inches  at  points  equi-diatant 
&om  the  bastions,  and  placing  npright  sand'bags  to  fill  in  the  gap 
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thas  made.  Ten  tiflemen  were  told  off  to  maa  each  of  these  gaps, 
which  were  10  feet  ia  length.  The  necessity  for  thus  improTing 
the  parapet  was  dae  to  the  defective  system  of  loophoUng  in  vogue 
among  the  Afghans.  They  pierce  their  walls  with  narrow  alita, 
through  which  it  iB  impossible  to  see  more  than  a  few  square  yards 
of  ground  below ;  and  at  night  not  an  object  can  be  seen  from 
nine-tenths  of  the  loopholes.  The  effect  of  combined  breech- 
loading  fire  woqM  be  minimized  if  rifles  had  thns  to  be  blindly 
fired  into  space ;  whereas  by  giving  men  a  chance  of  seeing  over 
the  wall  and  grouping  the  defenders  into  tons  at  fized  points,  their 
fire  could  be  always  well-aimed  and  kept  well  under  control.  To 
repel,  for  instance,  an  attack  of  6,000  or  6,000  men  led  by  ghazis 
determined  to  scale  the  walls  or  die  in  the  attempt,  fire  from  the 
ordinary  loopholes  would  have  been  thrown  away,  and  only  the 
cross-fire  from  the  nearest  bastions  cotild  have  told ;  bnt  once  the 
defenders  conld  fire  at  almost  any  angle,  through  the  ton-feet  gaps 
I  have  described,  tbe  gronnd  in  front  of  any  given  point  could  be 
swept  by  coutinaons  volleys.  Inside  the  city  one  could  not  fail 
to  be  struck  with  the  open  display  of  force  made  at  every  available 
point.  There  was  quitoa  crowd  of  European  soldiers  and  Bombay 
sepoys  filling  the  Shikarpur  Gate  as  General  Boberts  and  his  Staff 
entered  the  city,  and  nearly  every  man  seemed  to  have  hia  bayonet 
fixed  or  sword  drawn.  No  doubt  Candahar  bears  an  Ul-repatation 
for  ghazi-ism,  and  there  were  many  discontented  spirits  within  its 
walls  even  after  the  18,000  Pathana  had  been  turned  out ;  but  the 
display  of  naked  weapons  certainly  struck  ns  poor  pilgrims  from 
qoieter  Cabul  as  unusual  and  alarming.  Our  own  revolvers  were 
comfortably  reposing  on  our  hips,  while  we  found  it  was  the  fashion 
to  carry  the  pistol  in  the  hand,  or  a  drawn  sword,  or  a  hog'spear, 
or  a  bayonet  fixed  on  a  long  stick  d  la  gMzi.  In  the  Char  Soo, 
the  covered,  arched  bit  of  bazaar,  where  the  chief  roads  cat  through 
each  other,  were  more  men  with  drawn  swords  and  fixed  bayonets. 
The  guards  at  the  gates,  at  the  entrance  to  the  citadel  and  else- 
where, seemed  of  great  strength ;  hut  withont  wishing  to  be  rudely 
critical,  one  could  not  help  feeling  that  numbers  were  necessary 
where  the  sepoys  were  of  such  poor  physique.  It  is  dangeroas  to 
say  a  word  against  the  Bombay  regiments,  as  a  swarm  of  eager 
defenders  will  start  up  at  once  to  justify  them  and  to  challenge  com- 
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paiison  with  tbe  army  of  Kortbeni  India.  Bnt  I  moBt  humbly 
Babmit  that  the  weedy,  nnder-grown  sepoys  of  one  or  more  of  the 
Tegiments  bow  in  Gandahar  are  no  more  hke  Boldiers  than  a  stage 
army  is  like  those  "  cnll'd  and  ohoice-drswn  eavaliers  "  who  won 
Aginconrt,  I  have  not  seen  a  regiment  paraded,  and  I  do  not 
know  the  distinctiTe  dress  of  anypartioolar  regiment,  but  there  the 
men  were  before  my  eyes,  and  they  were  certainly  sorry  apologies  for 
sepoys.  The  appearance  of  the  citadel  was  as  warlike  as  that  of 
the  city  we  had  passed  through,  sand-bags  and  bags  of  Soar,  &c., 
being  well  to  the  fore  whenever  there  was  a  gate  to  be  strengthened 
or  a  wall  to  be  made  more  imposing.  The  tower  in  the  citadel 
apon  which  Captain  Keyser,  of  the  7th  Fnailiers,  had  his  chief 
heliograph  station,  was  topped  by  a  oircalar  wall  of  bags  some 
five  feet  high,  and  from  this  point  there  was  a  good  view  t^  all 
the  sarrounding  coantry.  The  northern  wall,  with  the  Eedgah 
Gate,  looking  towards  Mazra,  had  its  complement  of  the  ever- 
repeating  sand-bags,  and  in  the  north-west  comer  bastion  was  the 
40-ponnder  whioh  had  shelled  Picqaet  Hill  and  oar  cantonments, 
when  Aynb  rashly  pitched  his  tents  within  range. 

It  is  difficolt  of  coarse,  after  a  lapse  of  time,  to  pick  np  the 
threads  of  a  story,  especially  when  that  story  has  for  its  moral 
indecision  and  disaster;  and  therefore,  in  dealing  with  events 
before  and  daring  the  siege  of  Candahar,  I  have  to  goard  against 
being  led  away  by  the  hasty  criticism  or  loose  talk  of  irreaponaible 
persons.  I  would  rather  leave  sach  facts  as  I  have  gathered  to 
apeak  for  themselves  than  formnlate  conclasions  which  most  of 
necessity  be  based  npon  other  men's  evidence.  Not  having  seen 
with  my  own  eyes  movements  and  actions  which  had  most  serioas 
resnlts,  I  can  only  present  them  as  they  were  pictored  to  me  by 
eye-witnesses.  To  make  the  story  clearer,  reasons  mnst  be  given 
for  certain  positive  moves  made  by  those  holding  aotborit^  among 
the  besieged  garrison ;  the  more  general  question  of  passive 
defence  being  governed  by  other  conditions,  snch  as  the  morale 
and  strength  of  the  force  at  the  Lientenant-General's  disposal,  the 
nnmbers  and  capacity  of  the  enemy,  and  their  probable  intentitma. 

Ayah  Khan's  forces  made  their  appearance  abont  Candahar  <Hi 
the  7th  of  Aagast,  ten  d^ys  after  the  Maiwand  defeat,  and  saoh 
was  their  confidence  at  that  time  that  they  occupied  part  of  onr 
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caQtonmentB,  and  pitched  their  camp  well  tritbin  range  of  otu 
40-poaiiders.  The;  were  Boon  aware  of  their  error,  when  ahella 
began  to  bnrst  even  in  the  Snrteep'a  tent,  and  they  withdrew  to  a 
safer  distance  and  set  to  work  in  a  less  obtmsive  bat  more 
aystematic  way.  Against  the  northern  fiskce  of  the  city  wall,  and, 
for  the  most  part,  against  the  western  face  also,  they  could  do 
nothing ;  there  were  no  Tillages  or  enclosares  to  cover  their  move- 
ments. To  the  north  the  plain  is  covered  with  graves,  while  on 
the  west  there  is  a  clear  space  at  least  one  mile  in  breadth  between 
the  cantonments  and  the  Herat  Gate.  On  the  south-west  were 
gronps  of  enclosures  with  high  mnd  walls,  twelve  or  eighteen 
inches  thick,  guarding  the  orchards  and  vineyards  of  Shikarpur 
and  Deh  Haji  villages  which  lay  in  rear  of  them.  These  gave 
cover  to  their  sharp-shooters,  good  positions  for  their  guns,  and 
accommodation  and  food  to  any  large  body  of  men  they  might 
mass  within  them.  The  deep  water^channela  of  an  open  kam 
were  also  available  as  shelter-trendies  and  first  parallels,  if  the 
Afghans  so  for  understood  the  art  of  war;  and  altogether  the 
Shikarpnr  Gate  and  the  south-west  corner  bastion  of  the  city  wall 
were  likely  to  be  menaced.  How  admirably  the  Naib  Hafiznlla, 
who  was  said  to  be  the  gniding  spirit  of  Aynb's  army,  recognized 
the  advantages  of  an  approach  from  this  direction,  I  will  explain 
presently.  There  was  open  country  (cultivated  fields  lying  fidlow) 
facing  the  portion  of  the  soathem  wall  to  the  east  of  the  Shikarpnr 
Gate ;  but  there  were  many  low  walls  in  this  direction  also.  The 
eastern  face,  equally  with  the  Shikarpur  Gate  and  the  south- 
western line  of  defence,  might  be  looked  upon  as  attracting  an 
attack,  or  at  least  a  strong  demonstration,  owing  to  the  nearness 
to  the  Cabnl  Gate  of  the  large  village  of  Deh-i-Ehwaja.  The 
distance  in  a  direct  line  from  the  gate  to  the  village  walls  was  less 
than  1,000  yards,  and  the  intermediate  space  was  not,  as  on  the 
western  face,  clear  of  every  obstacle ;  but  was  traversed  by  lands 
with  low  boundary  walls  and  by  a  water-chasnel  mnning  alongside 
the  road  leading  from  the  cil^  through  the  village.  Deh-i-£hwaja 
covers  several  acres  of  ground,  and  as  each  honse  has  an  inde- 
pendent door,  and  is  connected  with  its  neighbour  by  stout  mod 
walls,  the  place  presents  no  salient  point  to  a  storming  party 
where  a  position  could  be  seized  and  made  good.    In  the  hands 
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of  rsBolato  men  eaoh  honse  would  become  a  ministnre  fort  to  be 
taken  before  the  next  one  could  be  approached.  I  Bnppose  thig 
fact  was  known  to  the  officers  who  were  responsible  for  the  attack 
ultimately  made  upon  the  place.  In  addition  to  the  cover  oEEared 
by  the  low  walls  between  the  village  and  the  eastern  wall,  then 
was,  a  few  yards  outside  the  Oabnl  Gate,  a  pile  of  buildings  oBed 
aB  a  teroA,  We  could  not  of  coarse  occapy  these,  and  we  had  not 
had  time  to  destroy  them.  They  would  Iuto  formod  the  couneet- 
ing  link,  and  a  very  strong  one,  between  Deh-i-Ehwaja  and  any 
party  told  off  to  assail  the  Cabal  (Jate. 

The  enemy,  in  their  over-confidence,  or  by  wrongly  estimating 
oar  military  power  in  Afghanistan,  intended  to  reduce  the  garrison 
to  weakness  by  starvation,  and  then  to  aasanlt  two  or  more  gatea, 
the  irregulars  led  by  ghazis  being  anxious  to  carry  the  city  at  the 
point  of  the  sword.  To  avoid  sndi  a  complication  as  oar  army 
oattiog  its  way  oat,  the  villages  on  &e  soal^  and  Deh-i-Ehwaja 
on  the  east  were  occupied  in  force,  and  earthworks  thrown  up 
aloDg  the  line  of  harez  near  the  Shikarpur  group  of  villagea. 
Qons  were  mounted  at  several  points  from  which  shells  were 
pitched  vrith  fair  accaiacy  into  the  citadel  or  burst  over  particolar 
bastions.  One  gun,  said  to  be  a  6-pomider,  was  placed  is 
Deh-i-Khwaja,  an  embrasure  being  formed  by  catting  throng  a 
mud  wall  some  twelve  feet  high,  and  piling  up  on  either  aide 
earth  and  the  d^ym*  of  a  house  which  these  amateur  engineers 
demolished.  This  gun  did  little  or  no  damage  when  it  was  fired 
at  the  Cabul  Gate,  but  the  rifle-fire  from  the  walla  of  the  village 
seriously  annoyed  such  working  parties  as  were  sent  oat  by  the 
garrison  to  destroy  the  low  walls  bounding  the  roads  thronf^  the 
fields.  General  Primrose  at  last  ordered  that  no  more  partiea 
should  go  oatside  the  gates,  so  that  the  cover  eiisting  for  tut 
attacking  force  was  left  intact.  Day  by  day  it  was  noticed  that 
Deh-i-Ehwaja  was  crowded  with  men,  and  suspicion  became  rife 
that  preparations  were  being  made  for  forcing  the  Cabal  Chite  and 
"  rushing  "  the  defences  on  that  side  by  a  swarm  of  irregulars.  Now 
the  word  "  ghazi "  carried  dismay  into  the  hearts  of  many  of  the 
garrison — as  it  does  still  no  doubt — and  it  became  an  open  question 
whether  it  was  not  time  to  breakthrough  the  inaction  which  prevailed, 
and  force  a  fight  on  a  small  scale  outside  the  walls.  It  was  imposaible 
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to  shell  the  place  effdotaally,  as  three  of  our  40-ponDd6r8  were  in 
position  on  the  north-west  and  eonthern  bastions,  and  oar 
9-poundere  over  the  Cabul  and  Dnrani  Gate  conld  not  hope  to  be 
of  any  great  nse  against  thick  mnd  walls  and  domed  honses.  The 
two  mortars  of  the  heayy  battery  might  plnmp  shell  into  the  midst 
of  the  houses,  but  tbey  wonld  not  eoare  its  defenders  away.  The 
original  plan  of  the  sortie  was,  I  believe,  conceived  by  Major  Hills, 
Commanding  Boyal  Engineers,  who  advised  that  a  party  of 
cavalry  shoald  be  sent  out  in  the  early  morning  by  tJie  Eedguh 
Gate  (facing  north)  and  work  ronnd  in  rear  of  the  village  of 
Ehairabad,  which  should  then  be  "  rusbed  "  by  some  500  or  600 
inCEintry.  Ehairabad  was  within  400  yards  of  the  northern  walls 
of  Deh-i-Khwaja,  and  the  latter  vill^  was  to  have  been  taken 
by  an  attack  in  rear,  where  it  was  probably  undefended.  The 
6-poander  gon  was  to  be  spiked,  or  brought  away  if  time  allowed, 
and  the  loopholed  walls  fronting  the  city  were  to  be  destroyed. 
There  was  nothing  impossible  in  this  plan,  and  the  sortie,  if  at 
all  well  managed,  ought  to  have  proved  a  sncceBs.  But  certain 
modifications  were  made  which  spoiled  all.  On  the  morning  of 
the  16th  Angast,  800  sabres,  nnder  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Nnttall,  swept  roimd  in  rear  of  the  village,  and,  as  was 
expected,  the  men  in  Deh-i-Khwaja  began  to  leave,  seeing  their 
retroat  thos  cat  off.  The  usnal  garrison  which  flocked  in  every 
morning  and  left  at  nightfall  had  not  arrived,  and  they  would 
probably  have  knovm  bnt  little  of  the  affair  antil  afterwards,  if  a 
Gatal  blunder  bad  not  been  committed  before  the  infantry  went 
ont.  This  was  a  cannonade  of  half  an  hour's  dnration,  from  the 
S-poanders  and  the  two  howitzers.  General  Brooke,  commanding 
600  men  chosen  from  the  7th  Fusiliers,  19th  and  28th  Nativo 
Infantry,  asked  that  the  village  might  be  shelled  before  his  troops 
went  oat.  The  unnsnal  noise  aroased  every  armed  man  in  the 
sonthem  villages,  and  even  those  farther  away  on  the  east ;  and 
they  poared  oat  to  see  what  was  the  meaning  of  the  cannonade. 
They  soon  learnt  Deh-i-Ehwaja  was  being  attacked,  and  they 
hastened  to  its  assistance.  In  the  meantime  our  cavalry  had  a 
splendid  chance  at  some  400  or  500  men  on  ground  which  could 
not  have  been  better  for  a  charge.  Bat  General  Nuttall  considered 
the  time  had  not  yet  come  to  use  his  sowars,  and  he  contented 
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himBslf  vith  following  the  anemy,  who  were  makiiig  for  broken 
'  groaod  on  the  soath.  Eveittaally  a  troop  wae  ordered  to  cha^e, 
and  the;  did  good  execation  ;  but  the  fugitiveB  had  then  got  cover 
and  opened  a  smart  fire  upon  the  cavalry,  who  had  to  draw  (^  s 
little,  particnlarlyas  more  men  were  pressing  up  from  the  Shikarpnr 
villages.  In  the  meantime  the  half-hour's  cannonade  had  come  to 
an  end,  and  the  infantry  had  moved  out ;  soch  men  as  still  held 
the  village  were  on  the  alert,  and  our  troops  were  met  by  a  heavy 
fire  from  the  long  line  of  loopholed  walla.  The  attacking  force 
was  divided  into  three  parties  of  about  200  men  each,  General 
Brooke  taking  the  centre  party,  whose  object  was  to  penetrate  the 
village  by  the  road  from  the  oity,  while  the  other  parties  moved  off 
to  right  and  left.  It  was  this  central  party  which  snffered  the 
heaviest  loss.  They  mshed  along  the  narrow  road  with  a  dry 
watercourse  of  some  depth  on  their  left  hand,  passed  the  gon  and 
got  into  the  village.  Bnt  they  were  Httle  better  off  than  before ; 
for  every  wall  was  loopholed,  every  door  blockaded.  All  they  could 
do  was  to  press  forward  and  watch  for  an  opportunity  of  seizing 
one  or  more  houses  in  rear,  whence  they  could  work  back,  clearing 
the  walls  and  courtyards,  so  as  to  allow  of  the  Sappers  demolish- 
ing the  outer  wall  facing  the  Cabnl  Gate.  To  attempt  street  fitt- 
ing was  hopeless,  as  our  men  conld  see  no  enemy ;  only  the 
muzzles  of  rifles,  many  of  them  breech-loading,  looked  dovni 
upon  them.  General  Brooke  forced  his  way  right  through  the 
place,  and  as  the  rear  walls  were  not  loopholed  his  party  had  a 
respite  for  the  time.  He  then  moved  along  towards  the  north, 
bat  returned  when  he  oould  find  no  point  which  served  to  give  him 
a  chance  of  making  his  hold  good.  The  party  to  the  left  under 
Colonel  Heathcote  did  not  enter  the  village  but  lined  the  walls  in 
the  fields,  keeping  up  a  heavy  fire  to  draw  off  the  defenders' 
attention.  On  the  right,  Trench  of  the  19th  Bombay  In&ntiy 
had  got  possession  of  a  large  walled  garden  to  the  south  of  the 
village,  whence  he  drove  snch  of  the  enemy  as  made  a  stand. 
The  sortie  was  being  watched  by  General  Primrose  and  the  garrison 
from  the  walls ;  but  owing  to  a  thick  haze  little  could  be  seen  of 
what  was  going  forward.  The  continnons  firing  showed  the  village 
had  not  been  captured,  and  swarms  of  irregulars  could  now  and 
again  be  distingoished  running  across  the  open  country  as  if  making 
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for  Deh-i-EhwBJa.  GenerRl  Prunrose  therefore  ordered  the  troops 
esgaged  to  be  recalled,  and  directed  the  artiller;  and  infantry  on 
the  walls  to  cover  the  retirement.  The  orders  were  passed  on  to 
General  Brooke.  The  two  parties  nnder  Colonel  Heathcote  and 
Trench  (killed  abont  this  time)  began  to  fall  back,  leaving  the 
third  batch  of  200  men,  still  is  the  rear  of  the  village,  qnite  un- 
supported. The  oavahy  also  made  for  the  Cabal  Gate ;  the  rifle- 
fire  from  the  enemy,  who  were  following  them  up,  costing  them 
many  horses.  Our  retirement  was  the  signal  for  the  advance  of 
every  Afghan  who  had  been  held  in  check  by  the  cavalry  in  the 
open.  The  garden  Trench's  party  had  held  was  oceapied  by 
them,  and  every  wall  in  the  fields  in  the  south-east  was  lined  with 
their  fikinnishers.  For  General  Brooke  to  withdraw  safely  under 
such  conditions  was  almost  impossible.  He  tried  to  make  his 
way  back  by  the  road  leading  through  the  heart  of  the  village  ; 
but  the  fire  from  the  loopholes  was  too  terrible,  and  he  turned  off 
to  his  left,  coming  out  into  the  fields  just  where  a  few  walls  gave 
cover  to  his  men  and  enabled  ihem  to  rally.  In  the  confusion 
which  prevailed  his  party  were  mistaken  for  "ghazis,"  and  a 
40-pouDder  began  to  shell  them.  Fortonately  the  shells  were 
too  high  and  did  no  mischief.  No  snpports  were  sent  out  to  aid 
him,  though  appeals  were  made  to  General  Primrose  to  allow 
skixmishers  to  line  the  low  walls  outside  the  Cabul  Gate  in  a 
soath-easterly  direotion.*  General  Brooke  had  supported  Lieu- 
tenant Cmiokshank,  II.E.,  severely  wounded,  and  had  brought 
him  oat  of  the  village.  They  rested  behind  a  wall  while  a  hand- 
ful of  men  were  got  together  to  cover  their  retreat  towards  the 
vralls,  still  a  thoasand  yards  away.  But  the  fire  &om  the  loop- 
holes was  too  heavy,  and  as  the  General  tried  to  cross  to  the 
shelter  of  another  wall  he  vras  shot  down.  A  sergeant  of  the  7th 
Fasiliers  with  him  was  killed,  and  two  Bombay  Sappers  woonded, 
and  then  the  two  officers  had  to  be  left  to  their  fate.  Their  men 
were  harassed  by  continuous  fire  at  almost  point  blank  ranges, 
and  the  sortie  ended  by  forty  of  our  dead  being  left  on  the  groond, 
while  twice  that  number  of  wounded  were  received  within  the 
walls.  The  details  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  ofBcers  and  men, 
*  ni«  triUidmFal  of  the  otigiiul  lupporti  berora  Qentnt  Bn>i>k«'i  pHtj  had  left 
Um  TUla«e  WW  the  fftUl  mlrikke  of  tli«  dtiT- 
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are  giveii  in  the  despatches.  The  total  casnaltdas  were  abont 
200 ;  and  this  short  story  of  how  the  sortie  was  made  and  how 
little  it  bore  the  character  of  a  "  succesa,"  vhich  I  see  it  has 
alvrays  been  called  by  Q«iteral  Primroso,  may  help  yon  to  appre- 
ciate what  occurred.  There  is  no  charge  against  the  soldiers ; 
all  are  said  to  have  foaght  well  and  to  have  shown  great  steadi- 
ness ;  bnt  the  departure  from  the  original  plan  was  fatal,  and  no 
supports  being  left  for  General  Brooke's  party  to  fall  back  npon, 
gave  the  enemy  the  chance  of  catting  onr  men  np  in  detail. 
There  are  other  features  of  the  sortie  which  I  have  no  doubt  men 
who  were  in  it  can  fill  np.  I  have  been  throngb  Deh-i-Khwaja 
and  over  the  gronsd  oatside,  and  I  can  fully  appreciate  how 
General  Brooke  failed  to  make  good  his  hold  of  the  village. 


Cakdahab,  12th  S^tember. 
I  have  described  the  position  taken  np  by  Aynb  Ehan's  forces 
on  the  eastern  side  of  Candabar,  and  the  sortie  made  on  Angnst 
I6th  against  the  Deh-i-Ebwaja  village.  Major  Hills,  thsEngineer 
officer  commanding,  bad  warned  General  Primrose  that  be  wonld 
not  be  responsible  for  the  safety  of  the  dij  if  Seb-i-Khwaja  were 
left  nntonchod,  so  high  an  estimate  was  placed  upon  the  capacity 
of  the  enemy.  On  the  17th  the  gons  directed  against  the  et^, 
more  apparently  for  the  pnrpose  of  annoying  the  garrison  than 
with  any  idea  then  of  systematic  bombardment,  were  the 
6-ponnder  in  Deb-i-Ehwaja,  an  Armstrong  breech-loader,  and  one 
of  onr  Boyal  Horse  Artillery  9-poQnder8  on  Picqaet  Hill,  a 
6-ponnder  in  an  embrasure  near  the  Head-Quarters'  Garden  facing 
the  western  wall,  and  another  6-ponnder  in  a  garden  to  the  sonth- 
west,  distant  1,100  yards  from  the  Shikarpnr  Gate,  and  somo- 
what  nearer  the  sonth-west  comer  bastion.  The  gnns  on  Pioqoet 
Hill  were  answered  by  a  40-poimder  in  the  nort^-west  bastion, 
and  their  fire  was  plainly  meant  to  make  the  citadel  as  nncom- 
fortable  as  possible  for  the  troops  crowded  within  it.  One  of 
these  gone  was  silenced  on  the  16th,  and  was  believed  to  have 
been  dismonnted.  The  6-poander  near  the  Head-Quarters'  Garden 
was  fired  at  uncertain  intervals  at  the  bastions  on  the  western 
face,  In  the  hope,  apparently,  of  injnring  whatever  men  might  be 
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on  duty  on  Uie  wall.  It  was  on  the  soath-weet  that  the  greatest 
pains  were  taken  b;  Aynb's  amateur  "  engineers,"  and  here  the 
contoar  of  the  ground  favoured  them  immensely.  The  group  of 
villages  known  to  the  garrison  under  the  general  name  of  Shikar- 
pOT  waa  protected  by  many  walled  gardens  and  vineyards,  which 
had  in  their  front  two  deep  ka/res  water-ohannels,  then  qnite  dry, 
as  the  canals  from  the  Ai^andab  Biver  and  local  springs  had  been 
blodked  so  as  to  cut  off  the  usual  water-supply  of  Gandahar.  The 
hartz  in  vogue  in  Southern  Afghanistan  is  different  to  that  we 
have  been  aceoatomed  to  further  north.  Instead  of  an  nnder* 
ground  canal,  with  openings  at  stated  intervals,  wherefrom  the 
earth  excavated  is  throivn  np  in  monnds,  there  is  a  deep  open 
channel  cat  from  six  to  twelve  feet  deep,  along  the  banks  of  which 
the  earth  and  mud  are  thrown  up  so  as  to  form  a  formidable 
ditch.  The  stream  at  the  bottom  is  of  no  great  depth,  and  courses 
along  to  lower  levels  very  qaietly,  no  rapid  fall  being  allowed.  There 
are  usually  minor  channels  mnning  ont  from  the  msin  luirtz 
unless  the  water  has  to  be  taken  to  a  level  several  miles  away 
from  the  original  spring.  The  Sbikaipur  gardens  and  villages 
afforded  ample  cover  for  a  Iwge  body  of  men,  and  the  hxrez 
channels  in  &ont  were  seized  upon  as  offering  ready-made  trenches 
in  which  to  form  batteries  and  a  line  of  breaBtworks  for  riflemen. 
The  "  works  "  raised  by  the  enemy  still  stand  almost  nntoached, 
and  a  few  days  ago  I  went  over  them  with  an  engineer  officer  who 
was  in  Candahar  during  the  siege.  From  his  explanation  and  my 
own  observations,  I  may  be  able  to  give  a  fair  idea  of  the  engineer- 
ing skill  which  some,  at  least,  of  Ayah's  officers  coold  boast.  That 
nothing  came  of  this  attempt  to  raise  batteries  and  breastworks  is 
due  to  the  rapid  advance  of  the  relieving  force  from  Gabul,  the 
enemy  not  having  time  to  complete  their  lines,  and  being  forced 
to  abandon  the  siege  when  it  was  yet  in  its  infancy.  In  the  six- 
teen or  seventeen  days  they  were  at  work  they  made  very  credit- 
able progress ;  and,  left  undisturbed,  they  might  have  caused  the 
garrison  much  trouble  and  annoyance. 

It  is  believed  that  the  first  plan  of  the  Kaib  Hafisnlla,  who 
controlled  the  Afghan  army,  was  to  raise  a  number  of  batteries  to 
play  upon  the  Shikarpur  Oate  and  that  part  of  the  wall  lying 
between  that  gate  and  the  south-west    bastion ;  riflemen  were 
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to  be  paehed  as  near  the  bastion  as  possible,  sheltered  b;  pro- 
tecting walls  aod  ditobea  in  the  fields ;  and  then  an  assault  was  to 
be  made  by  the  fiuiatical  irregnlarB  led  by  their  ghazis.  Scaling 
ladders  were  to  be  used,  and,  under  cover  of  a  terrific  firs  directed 
upon  the  defenders  of  the  sonthem  wall,  the  grand  attack  was 
to  be  delivered.  There  would  probably  have  bees  other  attacks 
made  from  the  south-east  and  east,  and  the  ^lazis  were  confi- 
dent of  BDccesB  after  their  victory  orer  General  Borrows'  Brigade. 
The  affair  of  the  16th  warned  Hafizolla  that  it  was  dangerous  to 
have  gnns  exposed  to  a  sadden  sortie,  and  in  the  Shikarpar  direc- 
tion betook  every  precaution  to  guard  against  an  attack  from  the 
garrison  being  sncoessfol.  Eveiy  enclosnre  had  its  walls  loop- 
hooled  above  and  below,  to  give  a  double  line  of  fire,  and  along 
every  ditch  and  water-channel  clods  of  earth  were  piled  to  form  a 
low  protecting  parapet  for  the  men  lining  them.  The  ground  is 
much  broken  and  cut  up  in  every  direction,  mounds  of  earth  b^g 
scattered  at  intervals  where  the  cultivators  had  been  compelled 
to  excavate  deeply  for  the  harez,  Biding  towards  the  outer  belt 
of  walled  vineyards  and  gardens — many  of  the  latter  containing 
trees  of  large  growth  and  thick  foliage — we  followed  the  narrow 
road  leading  from  the  city ;  and  at  about  1,000  yards  firom  the 
walls  we  came  upon  what  our  engineers  would  call  the  trenches. 
These  were  the  upper  and  lower  channels  of  the  ^rtz,  quite 
dry  KB  I  have  before  mentioned.  The  channels  were  connected 
by  narrow  cuttingB  eight  feet  deep,  in  the  most  approved  manner, 
in  exact  imitation  of  the  zig-zag  way  in  which  parallels  ue 
pushed  forward  in  civilized  warfare.  These  cnttings  were  not 
Tery  nnmerotis,  it  is  true,  but  then  the  works  had  not  been  com- 
pleted. Instead  of  the  men  having  to  expose  themselves  by 
climbing  np  and  down  the  de^  banks  of  the  karez,  openings  were 
cnt  leading  to  the  encloenres  and  villages  in  rear.  One  bend  of 
the  kwrtz  left  the  line  exposed  to  flanking  fire  from  the  walls 
of  the  city,  and  to  negative  this  traverses  of  earth  and  mad  had 
been  bnilt  ap  at  every  20  feet.  This  portion  of  the  works  wbb 
very  skilfully  done,  the  parapet  in  &ont,  aa  being  exposed  to  shell- 
fire,  being  two  or  three  feet  thick.  In  rear  of  these  "trenches  " 
were  the  batteries  in  their  half-completed  state.  The  low  mounds 
of  earth  I  have  spoken  of  were  cnt  down,  and  a  semldrealar 
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space,  open  in  rear,  cleared  sway,  the  earth  being  banked  ap  so 
SB  to  form  a  anbatantial  parapet  facing  citywardB.  Two  embraBoree 
had  been  cut  tbnmgh  in  each  battery,  brancheB  of  trees  being 
need  b>  strengthen  them  and  allov  the  earthwork  to  settle  down 
into  solid  form.  The  parapet  and  its  protecting  embankment  were 
of  Boffioient  strength  to  reeist  the  heavioBt  shell  that  could  be 
thrown  from  oar  own  gnns.  On  looking  thiongh  the  emhraanres 
in  one  battery  we  foosd  that  one  gan  oonld  be  trained  npon  the 
Shikarpnr  Gate  and  the  other  npon  the  sonth-weet  bastion.  Every- 
tiiing  was  completed  in  this  battery,  and  the  marks  of  wheels 
showed  that  a  field-gnn  had  been  in  position.  A  little  to  the  right 
was  a  more  pretentions  battery,  plainly  meant  for  three  or  four 
gmis,  jadging  from  the  size  of  the  space  cleared.  The  ground 
was  sloped  gradnally  down  to  the  fields  in  rear  of  these  batteries, 
and  coyer  conld  be  given  to  the  horses  and  drivers  belonging  to 
the  gnns.  The  6-poni)der  which  fired  daily  upon  the  walls  had  a 
snug  comer  to  itself  in  a  clnmp  of  trees.  The  embrasure  had  been 
made  veiy  ingeDionsly.  A  bank  of  earth,  12  or  IS  feet  thick  at 
its  base,  had  been  built  tip  with  its  right  resting  on  the  trunk 
of  a  stout  tree  with  long  over-reaching  branches.  One  of  these 
branchcB,  which  stretched  out  at  right  angles  four  feet  above  the 
ground,  had  the  earthwork  piled  above  and  below  it,  so  that  it 
formed  a  strong  support  to  the  embankment.  There  were  two 
embrasures,  one  as  usnal  pointing  upon  the  Shikarpnr  Gate ; 
and  I  believe  the  gun  was  so  hidden  by  the  foli^e  of  the  trees 
that  from  the  walls  it  was  difficult  to  detect  the  embrasures  except 
by  the  flash  of  the  gun.  Some  of  our  shells  had  been,  however, 
well  pitched,  the  trunk  of  the  tree  being  barked  and  splintered. 
The  gnnnera  were  quite  safe,  of  coarse,  unless  a  shell  actually 
burst  in  the  embrasare  itself,  which  was  extremely  unlikely. 
Standing  in  rear  of  the  earthwork  one  could  appreciate  the 
security  of  the  men  who  had  held  it,  and  wiUi  what  impunity 
they  conld  bang  away  at  our  bastions.  The  line  of  kar&i 
was  followed  in  a  westerly  direction,  and  all  along  its  banks  we 
traced  the  low  parapet  formed  of  clods  of  earth.  The  walls  of 
the  enclosure  had  their  rows  of  loopholes,  and  when  working 
parties  were  sent  out  from  the  city  three  days  after  the  raising  of 
the  siego,  they  found  that  good  cover  existed  to  within  800  yards 
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of  tba  comer  baation.  There  was  always  lively  rifle-fire  going 
on  whenever  any  one  showed  on  the  parapet  of  the  ci^  wall,  bat 
the  Afghans  outside  had  generally  the  best  of  the  position,  as 
they  were  quite  hidden  from  sight.  A  piece  of  open  ground  in 
rear  of  the  kartz  between  two  enclosores  was  rather  a  dangerous 
place  for  them  to  cross,  although  1,000  yards  from  the  walls. 
Marksmen  with  Martinis  fired  Tolleys  whenever  they  saw  a  group 
hurrying  across,  and  the  ballets  generally  told.  Many  of  the 
walls  have  been  thrown  down  by  our  working  parties ;  and  in 
one  garden,  full  of  large  trees  casting  a  pleasant  shade,  is  the 
Field  Hospital  of  the  garrison.  Thence  we  passed  towards  the 
Head-Qaarters'  Garden  (now  occupied  by  General  Fhsyre  and  his 
Staff)  and  had  a  look  at  the  embraaore  whence  a  S-poonder  used 
to  fire  into  the  ci^.  The  gun  was  placed  on  the  steep  bank  of 
the  main  karet,  and  was  banked  up  to  its  muzzle,  which  was  some 
ten  feet  above  the  bottom  of  the  water-cnt.  There  was  broken 
ground  in  front  intersected  by  irrigation  channels,  and  in  rear 
some  low-walled  encloattres  in  which  are  now  located  a  nnmber 
of  our  transport  animals.  Here  my  interesting  journey  came  to 
an  end,  and  I  returned  to  quarters  in  cantonments,  faTonrably 
impressed  with  the  rude  evidences  of  the  enemy's  skill.  It  was  at 
first  believed  that  a  European  adventurer  was  vrith  Ayub  Ehan, 
fr^m  the  admirable  way  in  which  bis  artiUeiy  was  handled  and 
the  dispositions  made  for  investing  Gandahar;  but  this  idea  is  now 
exploded.  It  is  more  probable  that  there  were  in  Herat  men  who 
had  seen  servioe  in  the  Turkish  army  in  Asia  Minor,  ot  even  north 
of  the  BoBphorus,  in  the  late  war  against  Russia.  These  men 
could  have  picked  up  some  idea  of  entrenchments  and  be  able  to 
apply  their  knowledge  under  the  direction  of  the  Naih,  the  only 
Afghi^n  General  who  seems  to  know  how  to  handle  his  men.  Others 
there  may  be  who  have  learned  a  smattering  of  the  prindples  of 
civilized  warfare  in  Persia  or  the  Russian  Khanates ;  bat  in  any 
case  there  was  a  decided  improvement  in  their  method  to  that  of 
the  men  we  foaght  in  and  aboot  Cabal. 
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CHAPTEB  V. 

An  Acaomit  of  ths  Meat  of  Omen]  Bqitdwi  at  Ifuwuid— Tha  DiulholiDn  tnong  tfa« 
Wall's  boopi — Inbigna  b«tire«D  Load  Sirdan  and  Ajnb  Khan — Th«  Dowition  of 
the  Wali'i  IntantTj— Qenaral  Bnnoin  at  Oiruhk— Hia  Ordait—Ajufa  Ehan'i 
Lino  of  AdTance  from  Fanah—Tbo  Holmiuld  BiTer  Potdabls  »t  all  Fointi— Th« 
Bontai  from  Qiiiahk  to  Casdahar — Strataginl  Important  of  Qiii*hk — Genoial 
Burrowg'  Conncil  of  Wai  on  Jnlf  ISth— B«tirament  of  tha  Brigade  npoc  Khnak- 
i-Nakknd— DefeotlTe  OaTalrj  BraoonikauianMi— Ajnb  Khan'*  AdTanee  npon  Hai- 
mod — Hij  AniTkl  at  Bangbor — Qential  Barraws'  MoTomant  from  Ehnak-i-Kakhad 
to  intcroapt  the  Afghan  Aimf — The  Aotion  at  Haiwaad — CompatatiTO  Streogth  ot 
the  BritUfa  and  Afghan  Poieei — Qeneral  Bairom'  First  Disposition  ot  Attack — Aa 
ArtiQeiy  Dnsl — The  Sflecit  npoa  the  Brigade  of  anting  on  the  Defsosive — AdTanoe 
of  the  Afghan  Itrtgolan — The  Behananr  of  Jacob's  Biflcs  on  the  Left— Confnsion 
among  the  Native  Troops — Defeat  and  Koot  of  the  Brigade — Ine&Mtnal  Attempt  to 
make  tha  Cavalij  Charge— Tha  Rttr«at  to  Caodahar. 

Candaeab,  nth  September. 
Fbou  SDch  Boarces  as  I  have  been  able  to  draw  npon,  I  hare 
gained  a  fairly  exact  idea  of  the  circnmatancea  attending  Qeneral 
Bnrrows'  defeat  on  the  27th  of  Jnly,  and  I  am  now  writing  what, 
perhaps,  is  the  £rat  onoffioial  account  of  the  Maiwand  disaster. 
Taking  np  the  story  from  the  mutiny  of  the  Wali's  troops  on  the 
I4th  of  July,  it  would  seem  that  though  General  Burrows  suc- 
ceeded on  that  occasion  in  recapturing  the  6-pouQder  smooth-bore 
battery,  there  was  not  that  severe  punishment  inflicted  upon  the 
mutineers  which  would  have  been  their  juBt  reward.  The  dis- 
affection in  the  Wali  Shere  Ali's  army  was  well  known  in  the 
Briiieh  camp,  and  decisive  measures  might  have  been  taken  for 
disarming  the  2,000  infantry  soldiers  before  they  had  fully  made 
np  their  minds  to  desert.  But  that  indecision  which  was  the 
ruling-power  in  the  Girishk  Brigade  was  all-powerful  even  in  the 
eturly  days  of  Jnly ;  and  there  was,  perhaps,  also  the  feeling  in 
the  political  mind  that  it  was  too  early  to  acknowledge  how  mere 
a  shadow  the  Wali's  anthorit^  was,  and  how  worthless  was  his 
so-called  army.  The  &ct  that  Nur  Mahomed  Khan,  "  the  Sur- 
teep,"  had  bees  wholly  won  over  to  Ayub's  side,  mnat  surely 


L.C'OogIt 


546  Tlu  Afghan  War,  1879—80. 

bave  been  known  to  the  Wali,  who  was  no  doubt  also  tempted  to 
throw  over  the  British.  One  of  the  Candahar  regiments,  eren 
before  it  marched  to  the  Hehnnnd,  was  greatly  disaffected ;  bat  as 
the  Wall  bad  officered  his  "  army  "  from  tluB  particular  regiment, 
there  waa  a  di&inclinatiou  to  disband  it,  as  the  other  regiments 
might  hare  given  tronble.  ThuB  the  Sorteep  was  allowed  fall  scope 
to  work  ont  his  plans,  and  his  sabseqaent  desertion  followed  in  the 
natnral  order  of  things.  His  (diaraoter  as  a  hospitable  entertainer  of 
British  officers  had  won  him  some  goodwill ;  bat  there  were  those 
who  saspected  his  loyalty  to  ns,  and  were  donbtfol  of  his  relationH 
with  Ayab  Khan.  For  months  there  mnst  have  been  secret 
correspondence  between  this  man  and  the  Herat  leaders,  who  were 
no  doubt  kept  folly  informed  of  all  oar  moTementa,  and  famished 
with  exact  details  of  oor  local  strength.  That  sach  a  trnly  Afjgh&n 
intrigue  sboald  not  have  been  detected,  proves  how  small  was  the 
sympathy  really  felt  for  ns  in  Candahar,  and  the  question  arises, 
was  the  WaU  anaoqaainted  with  the  plot  to  sednce  his  army  when 
the  occasion  served  ?  If  he  were  not,  he  must  indeed  be  an  excep- 
tion to  the  general  rale,  for  Afghan  sirdars  are  so  well  versed  is 
intrigae  that  they  can  usaally  detect  danger  when  oar  political 
officers  believe  all  is  going  smoothly  and  satisfactorily.  But  on 
July  14tfa  the  plot  came  to  a  head,  and  0«neral  Barrows  found 
himself  left,  with  a  weak  brigade,  alone  on  the  Helmnnd.  Nomi- 
nally, he  had  been  supposed  to  act  in  sapport  of  the  Wall's  army ; 
but  this  farce  had  come  to  an  end,  and  his  position  was  defined 
only  too  clearly :  he  had  to  meet  single-handed  whatever  force 
Ayab  could  master.  Our  late  "  allies  "  were  in  the  ranks  of  the 
enemy;  the  Wall's  army  had  ceased  to  exist;  and  the  Surteep's 
desertion  would  probably  be  followed  by  the  rising  of  the  armed 
peasantry  of  Zamindawar  and  the  surrounding  districts,  for  the 
Sirdar's  example  could  not  Call  to  Influence  ignorant  men.  If  a 
chief  of  such  Importance  had  declared  for  Aynb,  surely,  it  would 
be  ai^ed,  the  British  were  in  great  straits.  Now  comes  the 
moot  point  as  to  what  were  General  Burrows'  orders  and  what 
expectation  he  had  of  being  reinforced  from  Candahar.  Regard- 
ing the  first,  I  believe  I  am  perfectly  right  in  stating  that  he  was 
ordered  to  *'  stop  Ayub  Ehan  and  disperse  his  troops  if  possible." 
On  the  question  of  reinforcements  I  am  more  doubtfol ;  but  I 
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state  pretty  confidently  that  GaDeral  PrimroBe  had  decided  that 
Candahar  coold  not  spare  another  regiment  to  strengthen  the 
Girishk  Brigade,  even  nnder  the  altered  conditions  reported  to 
him  after  the  mntiny.  General  Barrows  was  not  relieved  of  his 
task  of  "  stopping  Aynb,"  and  there  mast  have  heen  an  OTerween* 
ing  confidence  in  the  mind  of  the  General  commanding  at  Can- 
dahar  in  respect  to  the  fighting  power  of  the  regiment  with  his 
absent  Brigadier.  That  there  was  not  the  same  feeling  among 
the  officers  of  the  brigade  itself  is  now  well  known,  and  one  para- 
graph &om  the  letter  of  an  artillery  officer,  dated  Jnlj  19th,  and 
published  soon  afterwards,  is  so  tme  an  estimate  of  the  situation 
that  I  cannot  refrain  from  quoting  it.     He  wrote : — 

"W«  Me  now  wiJtiiig  for  Ajab  Ebui,  who  i>  aboat  SO  ntilM  off,  irith  thii^-rfz 
gnu*  uid  kboQt  6,000  man.  It  iriU  bo  k  lUff  fight  if  h«  eamM  to  tlu  Mntoh,  m  tiis  i» 
ft  perfsDtlT  open  ooontij,  ud  va  «n  oulj  1,600  inlmtof,  £00  nbrea,  and  bU  gnni." 

This  forecast  of  a  "  stiff  fight "  proved  only  too  true,  bnt  instead 
of  the  6,000  men  referred  to,  our  soldiers  had  to  meet  a  host  of 
irregnlars  led  by  fanatical  ghazis. 

It  devolved  apon  General  Bnrrows  to  decide  what  coarse  wonld  be 
most  calculated  to  bar  Aynb's  progress,  and  on  July  IGth  be  wisely 
called  together  his  commanding  officers  and  held  a  small  council 
of  war.  The  day  was  not  wasted  in  idle  discussion,  as  while 
opinions  were  being  exchanged  oar  gunners  were  horsing  and 
equipping  the  captured  gone,  the  teams  of  which  had  been  used 
by  the  mutineers  to  aid  them  in  their  flight.  Many  considers- 
tions  had  to  be  weighed  in  council.  First,  the  position  of  the 
enemy  the  brigade  were  bound  to  "  stop  and  disperse  if  possible." 
Such  information  as  Colonel  St.  John  possessed  favoured  tiie 
belief  that  the  enemy's  cavalry  under  the  Naib  Hafizolla  were  still 
distant  80  miles  from  the  bank  of  the  Helmond,  and  that  the 
main  body  with  the  guns  was  several  marches  in  rear  of  this 
advanced  party.  Aynb's  line  of  advance  was  along  the  main 
Herat  Boad,  and  he  would  probably  enter  the  Helmund  Valley 
near  the  Ehoja  Baba  Peak,  a  high  point  of  the  range  of  hills  which 
run  parallel  to  the  course  of  the  river.  This  peak  is  80  miles 
in  a  bee-line  from  Girishk,  and  between  it  and  the  river  is  an 
open  plain,  waterless,  bat  otherwise  quite  ea^  for  a  force  of  all 
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arms  to  croes.  There  was  this  plain  still  between  t^e  brigade  and 
Ayab'B  advanced  cavalry,  so  that  the  two  forces  were  scarcely  "  in 
toach,"  more  particularly  as  it  was  imperatively  laid  down  in 
instnictions  &om  the  Government  of  India  that  the  Helmond 
River  was  not  to  he  orossed  under  any  dicamBtances.  General 
BnrrowB  was  to  wait  for  the  enemy  to  appear  before  him,  and  his 
conncil  of  war  had  to  decide  at  what  point  so  to  wait.  The  Hel- 
mond is  Qsnally  fordable  at  only  four  points :  Sangin  on  the  sonth, 
Hyderabad,  Girishk  and  Ealabist  (at  the  junction  vrith  die  Argan- 
dab).  From  these  fords  fonr  roads  conrerge  on  Candahar:  the 
Dorthem  by  way  of  the  Malmond  and  Maiwand  Passes,  practicable 
for  wheeled  artillery ;  the  two  central  passing  through  Khaak-i- 
Nokhad,  and  the  sonthera  roote  vtd  Balakhaca  and  the  Bnnd-i- 
Taimnr.  Of  these  fonr  rentes,  that  most  commonly  used,  on 
acconnt  of  its  directness,  watet  and  other  snpplies,  is  die  road 
passing  throngh  Ehnsk-i-Nakhad  &om  Girishk.  Hence  the  ralne 
of  Girishk  as  a  strategical  point  at  which  to  hold  in  check  an 
army  advancing  from  the  west  npon  Candahar.  But  that  stra- 
tegical value  had  almost  disappeared,  as  the  Helmond,  owing  to 
an  exceptionally  dry  season,  was  everywhere  fordable  for  men  on 
foot,  Urns  allowing  Aynb  to  cross  it  wherever  he  might  choose  and 
avoid  Girishk.  Forthermore,  when  the  question  of  sopplies  was 
entered  into,  it  appeared  that  the  brigade  had  been  qoite  dependent 
opon  grain  and  forage  collected  by  the  Wali  and  stored  near  the 
fort  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river.  What  sapplies  had  existed 
on  the  IStb  had  either  been  carried  off  or  destroyed  by  the  moti- 
nons  regiments,  leaving  Girishk  practically  nnable  to  provide 
longer  for  oor  troops.  The  necessity  of  at  once  finding  sapplies 
made  a  more  from  Girishk  onavoidable,  ood  General  Barrows  and 
his  officers  had  determined  what  direction  should  be  taken.  The 
opinion  of  the  majority  favoured  a  retirement  to  Aso  Khan, 
whence  all  the  roads  could  be  commanded  and  supports  easily 
drawn  from  Candahar.  This,  of  course,  took  it  for  granted  that 
Ayob  Ehan  meant  to  march  direct  npon  Candahar  and  not  tnm 
off  northwards  for  Ghazni  and  Cabol ;  and  the  retirement  was 
advocated  also  on  the  ground  that  the  brigade  was  not  strong 
enough,  unsupported,  to  meet  the  enemy  in  an  open  fight.  Then 
was  a  bolder  proposal  to  move  northwards  to  Hyderabad,  retaining 
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the  Helmimd  as  onr  advanced  line,  bnt  thia  found  little  Bopport. 
Fioallj  the  middle  coarse  of  a  partial  retirement  was  agreed  on,  the 
brigade  to  fall  back  instantly  npon  Khnsk-i-Nakhad.  This  wonid 
place  General  Burrows  upon  the  central  road  to  Candahar,  and 
therefore  commanding,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  northern  and 
southern  rentes ;  the  force  vonld  also  be  only  some  60  miles 
from  head-qnarters,  whence  it  was  hoped  new  orders  wonld  be 
received,  and  possibly  reinforcements.  This  was  the  resnlt  of  the 
little  conncil  of  war  held  at  Girishk,  and  it  seems  to  have  been 
just  and  reasonable.  To  have  stayed  at  Oirishlc  was  almost 
impossible,  as  supplies  were  exhausted ;  to  have  moved  to  Hyder* 
abad  would  have  involved  serious  risk  if  Aynb's  army  were  joined 
by  the  people  of  the  district ;  while  to  have  fallen  so  far  back  as 
Asu  Khan  before  a  shot  had  been  fired  wonld  have  seemed  exces- 
sive timidity.  Khusk-i-Nakhud  was  an  admirable  point  &om 
which  to  watch  Ayub'a  passage  of  the  Helmnnd,  and  thence  to 
ascertain  his  strength  and  probable  intentions. 

On  July  16th  a  night  march  was  made,  and  on  the  morning  of 
the  16th  the  brigade  encamped  on  their  old  ground  at  Khusk-i- 
Nakbnd.  On  the  following  day  the  troops  moved  two  miles 
nearer  to  Mis  Karez,  and  took  up  a  position  which  they  occupied 
until  the  morning  of  the  27tb.  The  stores  were  placed  in  a  small 
walled  enoloBore,  and  the  baggage  laagered  up  ready  for  all  emer- 
gencies. Spies,  furnished  by  the  Wali,  were  busy  during  the  next 
few  days  in  bringing  news  of  Ayub's  movements.  Their  story 
was  that  the  Afghan  force  was  distributed  in  the  dry  river-bed 
between  the  Girishk  and  Hyderabad  fords ;  it  made  no  signs  of 
moving  eastwards,  and  the  opinion  began  to  prevail  that  Ghazni 
and  not  Candahar  was  Ayub's  objective.  Beconnaissances  were 
made  every  day  by  General  Nnttall's  cavalry,  but  they  were  not  of 
the  kind  to  preserve  touch  vrith  an  enemy.  Thns  a  troop  or  so 
visited  Oarmao,  Sangbnr,  and  the  Bund-i-Taimnr  daily,  as  if  for 
a  constitational  ride,  baited  their  horses,  looked  aronnd,  and 
returned.  Their  movements  were  bo  beantifolly  regular  that 
every  peasant  knew  at  what  time  to  expect  them.  Ayub's  move- 
ments were  never  really  watched  at  all,  though  saffident  cavalry 
were  with  the  brigade  to  have  allowed  of  regular  outpost  work 
being  done,  instead  of  a  few  honrs'  visit  doily  to  the  same  villages. 
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It  was  not  until  the  2l8t  that  Aynb'a  cavalry  psslied  forward  &cm 
the  Helmmid  and  exchanged  Bbots  with  our  recoQDoitmig  par^ 
at  SaDgbnr.  The  next  day  the  village  was  foond  to  be  held  by 
them,  and  news  reached  camp  that  600  BOwarB  were  to  seise 
Maiwand  within  twenty-four  hours.  There  were  stores  of  grain 
lying  in  the  fields  about  Idaiwand,  and  fearing  they  wonld  &11 
into  Aynb'a  hands.  General  Bnrrows  ordered  a  sqnadroD  of  cavaby 
to  destroy  the  grain.  They  had  only  gone  a  few  milw  &om 
Khnsk'i-Nakhnd  when  they  were  fired  npon  by  a  large  body  of 
Afghan  cavalry,  who  were  reoonnoitring  onr  position  with  soma 
boldness.  Our  cavalry  scouts,  deceived  by  the  haze,  reported  that 
two  regiments  of  in&ntry  were  supporting  the  hostile  cavalry,  and 
the  Horse  Artillery  and  some  infantry  were  sent  oat  from  Eiiask- 
i-Nakhud.  It  turned  out  to  be  a  myth ;  there  were  no  Afghan 
infantry,  and  by  this  time  their  cavalry  were  retiring  in  perfect 
safety.  The  guns  certainly  fired  a  round  or  two  aft^  them,  bat 
onr  Bowara  missed  their  chance  of  a  oha^,  scared  by  the  report 
that  infantry  were  hidden  under  some  low  hills.  Sangbor  con- 
tained  no  enemy  on  the  24th,  but  in  the  same  neighbourhood  on 
the  25th  two  of  the  Scind  Horse  were  killed,  the  Afghan  sowars 
being  again  on  the  move.  So  late  as  the  26th  it  was  believed  all 
Aynb'a  guns  were  at  Hyderabad  and  that  no  movement  in  the 
direction  of  the  Malmund  Pass  had  been  made.  The  A^has  army 
was  then  beheved  to  be  about  12,000  strong,  counting  regulars 
alone,  while  the  number  of  ghazis  and  irregalars  &om  Zamin- 
dawar  was  said  to  be  very  lai^e.  Ayub's  advance  conld  not  be 
exactly  foreshadowed,  but  from  his  position  at  Hyderabad  it  waa 
most  likely  that  he  would  try  to  reach  Maiwand  through  Saogbnr, 
ae  none  of  his  troops  were  reported  to  be  on  the  longer  route  vi& 
the  Malmund  Pass. 

The  camp  at  Ehnsk-i-Nakhud  was  once  more  aroused  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  26th  by  positive  news  of  a  demonstration  in  the 
Maiwand  direction,  that  village  having  been  occupied  by  200 
irregalars,  while  Qarmao,  five  milra  away,  was  said  to  be  held  in 
strength  by  cavalry.  The  conclusion  arrived  at  upon  this  becom- 
ing known  was  that  Aynb  meant  to  occupy  Maiwand  by  a  sadden 
move  without  joining  battle  with  our  troops,  and  that  not  improb- 
ably be  would  thence  try  to  slip  away  through  the  Maiwand  Pass 
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80  aB  to  place  himself  between  the  brigade  and  Candahar.*  Spies 
also  led  General  Borrowa  and  Colonel  St.  John  to  believe  that  the 
main  bodj  mnst  be  still  a  march  in  rear  of  the  caTalr;  at  Oarmao,| 
In  Tiew  of  this,  it  seemed  important  to  seize  Maiwand  before  it 
oonld  be  oecapied  in  force,  more  particnlarl;  as,  the  brigade  had 
been  for  some  days  drawing  its  aapplies  from  that  village,  and 
stores  of  grain  still  remained  is  its  neigbboorbood  which  would 
fall  into  Aynb'a  hands.  The  distance  from  Khnsk-i-Nakhnd  to 
Maiwand  was  twelve  miles,  and  a  rapid  march  to  &e  latter  place 
might  anticipate  Ayab's  movements  and  enable  the  briga^  to 
clear  Garmao  of  the  Kaib  and  his  advanced  cavalry.  All  this  was 
of  coarse  on  the  supposition  that  the  main  body  of  the  Afghan 
army  with  the  thirty  odd  gnns  was  well  in  rear  of  the  cavalry — an 
onfortnnate  supposition  as  it  afterwards  turned  out,  but  one  dae 
to  the  wretched  information  resulting  &om  the  cavalry  "  reconnais- 
saoces." 

General  Burrows,  on  the  night  of  the  26tb,  isened  orders  for 
the  whole  brigade,  baggage  and  stores  inclnded,  to  march  at  day- 
break on  the  following  morning.  At  such  short  notice  the  large 
qaantity  of  reserve  supplies  in  the  walled  enclosure  conld  not  be 
got  ont  in  time,  and  it  was  not  nntil  half-past  six  that  the  troops 
left  Ehusk-i-Nakhud.  The  route  taken  was  along  the  right 
bank  of  the  Khnsk-i-Nakhnd  river-bed,  then  quite  dry.  There 
was  a  strip  of  cultivation  near  the  bank,  bnt  beyond,  on  either 
hand,  lay  arid,  stony  plains.  The  brigade  halted  at  eight  o'clock 
at  Mushak,  to  enable  the  baggage  to  close  ap.  This  occupied 
half  an  hour,  and  then  the  march  was  continued,  the  next  place 
reached  being  Earezak.  Here,  for  the  first  time,  the  unexpected 
news  was  brought  by  oar  spies  that  the  whole  of  Ayah's  force  was 
on  the  left  front,  marching  on  Maiwand.     The  cavalry  were  sent 

*  mil,  wmiTdiiig  to  ths  Btahmant  of  A}Db'i  eolaiiel  •(  vtiUtiy  (now  a  priionsr  in 
tna  huidi),  wu  imllj  Ajnb'i  pUn.     He  meant  to  leuh  Sfsjori  bj  forosd  mardiM. 

f  In  jnitiae  to  OotoDal  St.  Jobn  I  mwt  nj  that  I  h**e  «iaM  Igaiaed  that  he  rtpoiiad 
later  in  the  day,  to  Qsneral  Bonowa,  that  tba  wloie  of  Ajnb'i  arm;  wa«  at  Sangbnr. 
Thii  raport  «M  diaregarded  for  tfat  lolloviiig  wiion :  A  Britiih  offioer  of  th«  Srd  Soiiiil 
Hone  stated  that  he  had  T!ii(«d  Saigbar  that  daj  with  a  etTalrj  patrol,  and  that  odIj 
a  few  irregulan  wen  foand  there.  Colonel  St,  John'a  inforiDaUoli  wai  quite  ooirect,  w 
n  told  nt  aflei  the  battle  of  Casdahar,  What  ntl«ge  did  the  offioer  itallj 
m] 
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oat  to  reconnoitre,  and  fonnd  large  bodies  of  horsemec  moving  in 
the  direction  indicated  ;  bat  the  haze  and  mirage  prerented  our 
sowars  making  any  estimate  of  what  force  waa  covered  by  the 
cavalry.  This  was  aboat  10  o'clock,  and  yet  even  with  the  aid  t& 
telescopes  little  coold  be  seen  of  Aynb's  army.  Spies  reported 
that  the  gnns  were  there ;  bat  this  news  was  looked  npon  by  the 
Qeneral  with  great  mistrast,  natives  being  so  given  to  ez^igera- 
tion.  General  Barrows  moved  his  troops  at  once  rapidly  towards 
Maiwand,  meaning  to  occupy  one  of  the  la^  walled  enclosntes 
wherein  to  stow  his  8,000  baggage  animals  and  their  loads,  thns 
leaving  the  brigade  freedom  of  movement  in  attacking  the  Afghan 
army.  It  was  too  late.  Before  the  intervening  village  of  Mnnda- 
bad  was  gained,  a  large  number  of  white-dothed  fignres,  irr^aUtTS 
who  follow  their  •maoUn.h^  dictation  and  their  ghazis'  lead,  vrare 
seen  pooring  oat  fr^m  Maiwand  itself.  The  enemy's  cavalry 
ceased  to  retire,  and  along  the  slopes  of  the  low  hills  above  Oarmao 
coold  be  distiDgnished  masses  of  men  in  some  sort  of  organized 
formation.  The  haze  still  lay  over  the  coantry,  and  it  was  impos- 
sible to  make  out  in  detail  the  strength  of  the  army  thns  saddenly 
confronting  the  weak  brigade.  The  gronnd  on  which  the  action 
which  followed  was  fonght  is  thus  described  to  me  by  an  officer 
present : — "  A  small  stream,  rising  in  the  hills  immediately  north 
of  Maiwand,  formed  almost  the  only  drainage  line  intersecting  the 
barren  waste  in  oar  fr«nt.  It  ran  saccessively  past  the  villages  of 
Mandabad,  Karezak,  and  Mashak,  eventaally  disappearing  in  a 
hvr^.  Between  this  stream  and  the  dry  bed  of  the  Khosk-i- 
Nakhad  river  the  gronnd  was  level  and  cultivated,  dotted  occasion* 
ally  with  high  wi^ed  enclosures,  bat  generally  open."  General 
Borrows  had  with  him,  approximately,  1,500  rifles,  550  sabres, 
and  12  gons,  of  which  6  formed  the  smooth*bore  battery,  manned 
by  one  officer  and  42  men  of  the  66th  Foot.  He  resolved  to  force 
the  fighting ;  and  foar  gans  of  the  Horse  Artillery  Battery  (E-B) 
with  the  cavalry  crossed  the  dry  ntiZJaA  forming  the  bed  of  the 
Ehnsk-i-Kakhod  stream,  followed  by  the  66th  Foot,  1st  Bombay 
Grenadiers,  and  Jacob's  Rifles  with  the  smooth-bore  gone.  The 
baggage  crossed  in  rear  nnder  on  escort  of  two  companies  of  in- 
fantry, a  sqoadron  of  cavalry,  and  two  horse  artillery  gons.  The 
nuUoft  having  been  crossed,  the  troops  advanced  about  a  mile  and 
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formed  np  in  line  in  the  following  order : — 66U1  Foot  on  extreme 
right,  guns  in  the  centre,  with  b  wing  of  Jacob's  Rifles  and  the 
Sappers  as  escort,  Orenadiers  on  left,  a  wing  of  Jacob's  Bi£es  in 
reserve  behind  the  gnns.  The  cavalry  were  at  first  on  the  extreme 
left  guarding  the  flaok  of  the  Qrenadiers. 

It  was  not  nntil  nearly  noon  that  the  action  began.  Lieutenant 
Maclaine  with  two  horse  artillery  guns  and  a  small  cavalry  escort 
galloped  oat  on  the  extreme  left,  and  got  his  gnns  into  action  at  a 
range  of  1,800  yards,  firing  shrapnel  at  the  Afghan  cavalry. 
General  Borrows  disapproved  of  Ids  boldness,  and  ordered  the 
gnns  to  retire,  an  order  which  Lientenant  Maclaine  was  very  loth 
to  obey.  However,  the  gnns  were  withdrawn,  and  by  the  time 
they  had  resumed  their  place  in  the  line  the  enemy's  strength  had 
begno  to  be  developed.  Large  numbers  of  irregulars,  led  by  the 
Qsaal  ghazis,  were  seen  swarming  over  the  low  hills,  and  they 
presently  moved  down  npon  the  66th,  evidently  meaning  to  torn  Uie 
right  flank.  To  check  this,  General  Bnrrows  ordered  his  right  to 
be  thrown  back  on  the  front  extended,  Aynb's  cavalry  being  on  the 
move  to  the  left  as  if  to  carry  ont  a  flanking  movement  in  that 
direction.*  Accordingly  two  companies  of  Jacob's  Rifles  were 
sent  to  the  extreme  left,  while  the  remaining  companies  of  that 
regiment  and  the  detachment  of  Bombay  Sappers  and  Miners 
filled  ap  the  gap  between  the  66th  on  the  right,  and  the  gnns  in 
the  centre.  Two  guns  were  placed  in  position  to  support 
the  66th  on  the  right,  the  remaining  ten  between  Uia 
Qrenadiers  and  the  main  body  of  Jacob's  Rifles.  Every 
lifle  was  thus  in  the  line  of  attack,  it  not  being  possible  to 
form  any  reserve  worthy  of  the  name  with  snoh  a  small  force. 
The  cavalry  (Srd  Scind  Horse  and  8rd  Bombay  Light  Cavalry), 
under  General  Nnttall,  formed  np  in  rear  of  the  left  centre  of  the 
line,  where  they  remained  during  the  action.  Our  guns  began 
shelling  the  enemy,  whose  artillery  did  not  reply  for  quite  half 
an  hour,  confirming  the  idea  that  Ayuh's  guns  were  &r  in  rear. 
By  half-past  twelve,  however,  this  delusion  was  cleared  away,  for 
some  five  batteries  opened  upon  the  brigade,  and  their  shells  fell 

*  HsjoT-Qcaenl  GbeaTcs,  Adjntuit-0«nei&l  in  JadU,  in  hi!  raourls  upon  Qeneral 
Biunxra'  deapktcb.  point*  ant  hov  i&tal  it  wu  to  tarm  ap  vith  both  flinks  <n  Vair 
bnfim  nn  Mnnmj  TiiatI;  npciior  in  nnmtan. 
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with  fair  sccnracjr.  The  effect  of  onr  own  artillery  fire  could  Qot 
be  followed,  KB  the  haze  oontinaed.  Uoder  cover  of  their  thirty  or 
more  gnns  the  irregulars  advanced  to  within  600  or  700  yards  of 
the  66th  ;  bot  the  Martini  fire  &om  the  latter  swept  them  down 
wherever  they  appeared ;  and  so  cowed  were  they  that,  planting 
their  standards,  they  sought  cover  in  a  dry  ravine,  firing  upon  onr 
men'^thont  doing  mnch  damage.  Oar  infantry  were  lying  down 
ander  snoh  cover  as  the  groand  afforded,  and  two  of  the  amooth- 
hore  guns  were  sent  to  the  left  to  shell  the  Afghan  cavalry.  Then 
came  the  fatal  mistake  in  the  action :  instead  of  following  the 
nenal  tactics  which  onr  generals  have  found  so  snccessfnl  all 
tbrongh  the  war — taking  the  initiative  and  attacking  with  his 
infantry — General  Bnrrows  entered  into  an  artillery  duel,  which 
lasted  for  two  hoars.  The  brigade  had  twelve  gans  (six  of  which 
were  inferior  emooth-bores,  worked  by  volunteers  &om  the  horse 
artillery,  and  infantry  men  trained  during  the  halt  at  Kbnsk-i- 
Nakhnd) ;  the  A^hans  had  nearly  three  times  that  nnmhet,  and 
their  gunners  were  anusually  expert.  "  They  soon  got  oor 
range,"  says  an  officer  present,  "  and  shot  and  shell  came  crash- 
ing into  ns."  Shrapnel,  roond-shot,  and  afterwards  grape,  were 
freely  ased  by  the  enemy ;  and  while  oor  infantry  were  fiiirly  8a£a 
at  first,  the  horses  of  the  cavalry  and  the  gun-teams  suffered 
severely.  The  latter  had  to  be  renewed  constantly ;  and  it  was 
evident  that  in  a  trial  of  strength  with  artillery  the  brigade  was 
greatly  over-matched.  Little  did  onr  men  know  that  the  Herati 
regiments  suffered  so  from  their  shell-fire  that  twice  they  retired 
and  were  quite  ready  to  have  fied  at  the  first  direct  attack.  The 
enemy's  artillery  fire  was  so  well  sustained  that  casnalties  soon 
began  to  be  reported  all  along  the  line.  Harris,  of  the  Staff,  and 
Blackwood,  commanding  E-B  Battery,  were  among  the  first  hit; 
but  Blackwood,  after  having  his  wound  dressed  (he  was  hit  in  the 
th%h),  returned  to  his  battery — a  rare  example  of  true  bravery  and 
endurance.  The  want  of  water  told  heavily  upon  all  onr  men,  and 
the  slackness  resulting  therefrom  was  only  too  plain — men  leaving 
the  ranks  to  get  water  from  the  nuUoA  in  rear  or  bom  the  water- 
carriers.  Our  three  regiments  were  still  oat  of  range  of  any 
musketry  fire,  except  stray  shots  &om  irregulars ;  but  the  artillery 
fire  had  a  demoralizing  effect  upon  the  sepoys.    Jacob's  Rifles  are 
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said  to  bare  had  nearly  100  men  who  had  never  fired  ball-car- 
tridge, 80  that  tbey  coold  not  be  looked  apoii  at  all  as  trained 
soldiers  whose  fire  oonld  be  relied  npon. 

At  sboat  two  o'clock  the  smooth-bore  gons  were  reported  as 
nmuing  short  of  ammtmition.  Sixty  tonnds  per  gas  had  been 
made  ap  since  their  capture,  and  with  these  they  went  into  action. 
There  were  no  reserves  to  fall  back  npon.  Captain  Blade  had 
t^en  charge  of  these  gnns,  bat  returned  to  his  own  battery  when 
they  ceased  to  fire.  There  was  nothing  for  it  but  to  order  the 
four  6-poanderB  and  the  two  howitzers  forming  the  battery  to  re- 
tire, and  this  movement  was  at  once  carried  out.  No  sooner  did 
the  enemy  notice  that  half  oar  guns  were  ont  of  action  than  tbey 
advanced  along  their  whole  line.  Their  batteries  were  broaght 
forward  in  the  boldest  manner,  and  some  of  their  gnns  actaally 
came  into  action,  on  the  right,  from  behind  a  depression  in  the 
gronnd  only  800  yards  &om  our  infantry.  Two  or  three  thon- 
sand  cavalry  mausovred  on  the  left  flank  of  the  brigade,  trying  to 
get  well  in  rear ;  while  on  the  right  a  large  namber  of  mounted  men 
and  irregnlars  on  foot,  who  bad  made  a  wide  detour,  got  into  the 
villages,  and  were  firing  npon  the  baggage  escort.  The  66th  had 
still  the  ghaei-led  mob  in  front  of  them  in  check,  steady  volleys 
keeping  the  gronnd  clear.  At  this  time  the  oosnaltieB  all  ronnd 
mnat  have  been  considerably  over  100,  while  many  horses  had 
been  killed. 

At  abont  half-past  two  Uie  two  companies  of  Jacob's  Rifles  on 
the  extreme  left  began  to  waver.  Their  two  officers  had  been 
killed,  and  their  two  native  officers,  who  had  kept  them  together 
for  some  time,  had  also  &Uen ;  there  were  none  of  the  enemy's 
infantry  near  them,  bnt  the  artillery  fire  hod  demoralized  them ; 
and  the  last  straw  which  broke  the  back  of  their  courage  was  the 
retirement  of  the  smooth-bores  ont  of  action.  Tbey  thonght 
sneh  a  move  coold  only  mean  that  oil  was  over,  and  they  broke 
their  ranks  and  fell  back  in  utter  confiiBion,  breaking  into  the 
ranks  of  the  Grenadiers,  who  had  np  to  that  time  been  steady. 
Their  bod  example  was  qnickly  imitated,  and  the  Orenadiers  like- 
wise gave  way.  The  remaining  companies  of  Jacob's  Bifies 
shared  the  panic,  and  with  a  qnickness  that  carried  consternation 
into  the  heart  of  every  ^European  officer,  all  the  native  infantry 
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were  Burging  npon  the  66th.  The  GreDadiers  fought  bravely 
and  tried  to  form  aqnare  bat  conld  only  get  into  a  T  shape  with 
the  apex  towards  the  enemy :  in  the  miUe  they  were  cat  down 
literally  "  in  hundreds."  The  Sapper  detachment  under  Liea- 
tenant  Henn,  with  the  gons,  stood  bravely  to  their  post,  bat  so 
small  a  party  ooold  cot  hope  to  save  the  gons  withont  immediate 
help.  Lientenant  Henn  was  MUed  after  behaving  most  gallantlj. 
The  enemy  saw  their  ad?antage,  and  a  rash  of  irregalars  led  by 
ghazis  was  made  from  the  right-front.  The  gons  fired  canister 
into  the  mass ;  bat  it  was  aseless,  and  Slade  limbered  ap  and 
retired.  Maolains  remained  with  two  guns  firing,  antil  the  gh&zia 
were  actually  at  the  mosisles,  and  these  two  gnns  had  to  be  left 
behind.  The  66th  were  broken  by  the  rash  of  sepoys  apoD  them. 
The  confnsion  was  hopeless,  many  of  the  sepoys  being  so  cowed 
that  they  allowed  the  Afghans  to  pall  them  backwards  &om  among 
their  comrades  and  out  them  down.  No  attempt  to  nse  the 
bayonet  was  made  by  the  recrnits  among  Jacob's  Bifles,  who 
scarcely  seemed  to  know  that  they  carried  arms  wherewith  to  de- 
fend themselves.  A  cavalry  charge  was  ordered ;  bat  the  men 
were  ont  of  hand,  and  thoagh  two  sqaadrons  rode  ont,  they  never 
really  charged.  One  of  their  officers  had  his  horse  shot,  and  the 
sowars  would  not  go  on,  bat  veered  ronnd  and  came  back  to  add 
to  the  disorganization  of  the  infantry,*  The  66th  and  the 
Orenadiers  rallied  twice  in  walled  eoclosorea  and  sold  their  lives 
dearly,  bat  they  were  oatnnmbered  and  could  not  help  to  check  the 
A^han  advance.    Colonel  Galhraith  was  killed  outside  the  first 

*  Brigkdiu  ITntUU  wmmtodiiig  tba  Mrdij  nji  in  bit  dsiistoh :  "  I  ordatad  tk« 
c*nli7  to  form  line,  and  bj  ■  obarge  (tarn  the  riuh  of  ghuu  on  the  infuby ;  bst  I 
bitteit;  Tsgnt  to  hkTs  to  raoord  that  althoagh  I  mi  moat  ably  leainidad  by  tha  offiou^ 
onlj  poitioni  of  tha  3rd  LiKht  Caralry  aod  3rd  Scind  Hoim  formed  sp,  uid  wc  diuged, 
bnt  the  men  beuing  vmj  to  tha  ri^ht  tnd  tvk,  the  ahaige  rai  not  deliTarad  hone,  ud 
WBI  bat  of  little  effect.  All  anhnqient  attampta  inada  at  tbia  time  by  ■mjwH.  and  the 
offiean  to  indnce  tha  men  to  ndly  and  laoe  tha  enemy  failed.  Tha  men  laeiaod  totally 
demoraliiad  by  tbe  combined  aDTeela  of  the  very  baary  artilletj  fire  wbid  had,  doriig 
tha  aotioa,  killed  and  wonnded  119  lA  the  bono,  and  abont  foorteen  per  eat.  of  the 
men  engaged  in  the  IronL  There  wai  now  nothing  left  bnt  to  fall  back  on  the  rcar- 
gnard,  vhieh  had  adntnced  a  ihort  vfty  towardi  >u,  bnt  tt  waa  cot  till  we  rtadud  the 
tonr  gnni  Boyal  Horaa  ArtiUary,  brought  ont  of  action  by  Captain  Slada,  that  tha  mea, 
through  tha  emtiotu  of  the  offleen,  itaff  and  myaelf,  were  farmed  np  bung  the 
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eDcloBnre,  and  the  66th  lost  nine  other  officers  killed.  Major 
Blackwood,  oommasdrng  E-B  Battery,  was  also  shot  down,  one  of 
his  enbaltems  (Lieutenant  Osborne)  hanng  been  killed  in  the 
rush.  Bj  three  o'clock  the  brigade  had  been  rented,  and  the 
enemy  were  in  hot  parsnit.  Fortunately  that  pnrsoit  lasted  only 
two  or  three  miles,  the  enemy  retomicg  to  Maiwand  to  loot 
General  Burrows'  camp. 

The  following  extract  &om  a  letter  from  an  officer  who  was 
engaged  in  the  action  may  well  dose  this  sad  record : — 

"  When  I  realized  that  we  were  defeated,  and  had  to  retreat 
some  50  miles  to  Candahar,  my  heart  sank  within  me,  and  never 
shall  I  forget  the  agonies  of  that  fearful  night  march  without 
water,  hundreds  of  poor  wretches  lying  strewn  about  the  road 
calling  aloud  for  a  drop  of  water.  It  was  agonizing,  but  one  ma 
obliged  to  steel  his  heart,  as  nothing  could  be  done,  we  all  being 
in  the  same  box.  The  order  to  march  on  Maiwand  from  Khnsk-i- 
Nakbnd  was  only  given  at  10  f.u.,  oq  the  26th  July,  and  the 
march  commenced  at  6.80  a.m.  (on  the  27th).  We  bad  no  idea  that 
Aynb's  army  was  at  Maiwand  till  we  had  marched  half-way  there, 
and  then  we  only  half  believed  it :  however,  after  going  a  flaw 
milea  further  we  sighted  the  enemy  moving  towards  Maiwand. 
Our  troops  seemed  to  consider  that  they  would  have  it  all  their 
own  way,  and  advanced  very  boldly ;  bat  the  demoralizing  effect 
of  thirty  odd  gons  and  the  being  outnumbered,  obliged  them  to 
rebreat,  and  the  retreat  became  a  rout.  From  prisoners  lately 
taken  we  hear  that  we  inflicted  a  fearful  loss  on  Uie  enemy,  and 
that  if  we  coold  only  have  brooght  a  fresh  regiment  we  could 
have  won  the  day.  Onr  heaviest  losses  were  during  the  retreat, 
as  oil  the  villagers  on  the  line  of  rente  turned  against  us.  I  was 
among  the  last  to  leave  tiie  field  and  walked  liaK  the  way,  having 
given  up  my  pony  to  a  wonnded  soldier.  I  was  not  fired  on  by 
the  villagers  till  within  six  miles  of  Candahar,  when  I,  with  two 
sepoys  and  the  wonnded  soldier,  had  to  ascend  a  hill  and  take 
refuge  behind  a  rock,  where  we  remained  a  good  while,  till  the 
country  was  cleared  by  the  cavalry  nnder  Qener^  Brooke,  who  had 
come  oat  from  Candahar  to  meet  us.  I  then  continued  my 
journey,  and  when  arriving  at  the  village  near  the  cantonmentB 
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some  10  EaropeBD  and  15  uative  aoldiers  hsd  joined  me.  The 
native  Boldiers  were  utterly  demoralized,*  and  I  coald  not  get 
them  to  obej  me.  Some  100  or  160  Afghans  were  congr^ated 
on  a  little  hillock  commanding  the  road  to  Candahar,  and  seeing 
the  hesitation  of  my  part;  they  streamed  down  the  hill,  yelling, 
asd  I  was  obliged  to  fall  back  and  take  np  a  position  on  another 
hillock.  Then  the  natiTe  soldiers  came  to  me  and  expressed 
their  opinion  that  we  ought  to  ran  for  it.  Howerer,  I  abased 
them,  and  made  them  lie  down  and  point  their  gons  towards  the 
enemy,  who  at  once  retreated  to  their  former  position.  I  felt 
perfect  confidence  in  the  European  portion  of  my  party,  and  if  I 
oonld  hava  felt  the  same  in  the  native,  I  woald  not  have  noindad 
an  attack  from  160  half-armed  Afghans,  When  3enentl  Brooke 
retamed  with  the  rear-gnard  of  the  Oirishk  column,  he  shelled 
the  bills  where  the  Albans  were  coUeoted,  and  we  marched 
peaceably  into  cantonments." 


CONCLUSION. 

I  EATB  not  gone  into  the  details  of  the  moTementa  of  the  Cabal- . 
Candahar  force  after  th@  Battle  of  Candahar,  as  there  was  no 
farther  opposition,  and  the  military  programme  cBTiied  ont  was 
only  of  local  importance.  The  brigades  were  marched  back 
to  India  as  qnickly  as  possible,  with  the  exception  of  the  9tb 
Lancers  and  6-8  R.A.,  which  were  left  at  Candahar.  The  fc^owing 
letter,  written  in  Candahar,  will  throw  some  light  on  the  strategy 
of  the  action  on  September  let : — 

CAND&Eut,  20tft  8eptmib«r. 
There  is  bnt  one  opinion  here  as  to  the  onsonndness  of  the 
criticisms  npoc  (general  Boberts's  action  of  the  Ist ;  it  is  that  the 
critics  have  jumped  to  conclnsions  on  imperfect  retorts,  having 
taken  the  first  meagre  telegrams  as  their  guide.  By  an 
incessant  study  of  sniall-Bcale  maps    they  gained  a  superficial 

*  Tbe  Srd  Scind  Hong  out  j  lot  tomtosD  m«D  killed  ftod  fir*  wmuided  oot  ol  260  mea: 
Uiif  hid  fartr-nine  honu  killsd  ud  wounded.  Tbeie  were  thai  alwiji  vnr  SOO 
Mbm  Bwlkble  te  »  chu|e  in  tUi  nfiiMnt  aks^  Iwt  tb«  m<a  wv*  Art  vi  had. 


D,g,t7„lb,.GOOgIC 


Conclusion.  559 

knowledge  of  the  Argandab  Yalley,  and  were  fall;  confinced  that 
the  proper  mode  of  directing  the  attack  wonld  have  been  to  throw 
an  intercepting  force  SO  or  40  miles  in  rear  of  Mazra,  and  then 
to  have  attacked  Aynb  from  Candahar — no  donbt  b;  waj  of  the 
Fir  Paimal  Tillage.  They  point  their  arguments  by  adding 
that  oar  cavalry  pursuit  wae  really  inoperative,  as  only  400  of 
the  fngitives  were  killed,  while  the  great  mass  escaped.  Admitted 
that  after  we  had  rolled  them  back  from  Fir  Paimal,  the  great 
majority  got  off  scot-&ee,  this  by  no  means  proves  that  a  weak 
brigade  conld  have  cnt  off  their  retreat ;  for  it  seems  to  be  for- 
gotten that  not  one,  bat  many,  roads  were  open  to  them,  while  the 
monntainons  natnre  of  the  conntry  on  the  higher  reaches  of  the 
Argandab  was  all  in  favoar  of  trained  hill-men  snch  as  Afghans 
always  are.  Their  cavalry  and  many  thonsands  of  footmen 
made  straight  for  the  Khakrez  Yalley,  knowing  well  that  once 
the  range  of  hills,  eight  miles  west  and  north-west  of  the 
Argandab,  was  reached,  they  were  quite  safe.  There  was  no 
necessity  at  all  for  their  retirement  northwards  np  the  Argan- 
dab—or  rather  north-eastwards — and  it  is  quite  an  open  ques- 
tion if  any  brigade  we  could  have  spared  would  have  even  seen 
many  of  the  fu^tives.  O^eneral  Boberts's  first  and  greatest  duty 
was  to  induce  Ayub  Khan  to  give  him  battle,  and  not  to  cause 
a  scare  in  bis  camp  by  premature  strategical  movements,  80  or 
40  miles  np  the  Argandab  Valley.  It  may  not  be  known,  also, 
that  when  the  infantry  was  encamped  near  Shar-i-Safa,  one  march 
from  Bobat,  on  Aogust  27th  the  news  from  Candahar  led  qs 
to  believe  that  Ayub  might  possibly  forsake  Mazra  and  try  to 
escape  in  the  Qbazni  direction  by  way  of  the  Argandab  stream. 
Q-eneraJ  Roberts  at  once  recognized  the  necessity  of  barring 
any  movement  in  force  in  this  direction,  and  a  colnmu  of  about 
2,000  men  was  told  off  to  march  by  way  of  Bori,  and  Dala,  and 
block  the  road  np  the  Argandab.  But  when  heliographic  commu- 
nication with  Candahar  was  opened  np  later  in  the  day,  and 
Colonel  St  Jobn's  reports  showed  that  Aynb  was  busy  strengthen- 
ing his  position  at  Mazra,  the  order  given  for  the  column  to  move 
out  was  at  once  countermanded.  It  was  known  that  the  Afghan 
force  was  mainly  composed  of  men  from  Zamindawar,  Candahar, 
and  Herat — the  Caboli  element  being  very  email,  and  the  Kizil- 
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bftBhes  and  Kohistania  being  already  in  treaty  witt  Colonel  St. 
John  to  desert  at  short  notice.  The  main  body  of  real  fightiiig 
men,  therefore,  would  Beek  safety  in  flight,  after  defeat,  not 
northwards  towards  Ehelat-i-G-hilzai,  bnt  to  the  west  and  north- 
west, where  the  hills  offered  them  shelter  nntil  they  conld  r^ain 
their  homes.  This  line  of  flight  was  really  taken ;  bnt  &b  ooi 
cavalry  brigade  nnder  General  Hugh  Gongh  could  not  reach  the 
Kokaran  Ford  nntil  Gnndigan  and  the  orchards  abont  had  beeD 
cleared  by  General  Baker's  Infantry  Brigade,  Aynb  Khan  and 
his  oavaUy  escort — cleaving  Mazra,  it  should  be  remembered,  at 
11.80  A.X. — had  easily  covered  the  seven  or  eight  miles  of  ground 
between  the  river  and  the  slopes  of  the  hills  bounding  the 
Ehakrez  Yalley  on  the  sonth.  Besides,  the  tactics  of  the  fagitiveE 
were  snch  as  to  nentr^ze  any  pnrsnit  or  the  action  of  any  inter- 
cepting force :  himdreds  took  refnge  in  the  villages,  bnried  their 
arms,  or  hid  them  seoarely  away,  and  came  ont  to  greet  oar  troops 
in  the  gnise  of  harmless  peasants.  If  these  had  been  slanghtered 
in  cold  blood,  the  caval^  wonld  have  retnmed  with  the  report 
that  not  800  or  400,  bnt  1,800  or  1,400  of  the  enemy  had  been 
killed.  I  do  not  make  this  statement  on  my  own  onsnpported 
authority,  bat  on  the  direct  testimony  of  cavalry  offioers  engaged 
in  the  pursuit.  Thus  the  9th  Lancers  gave  chase  to  a  large 
number  of  men  evidently  in  full  fight.  On  coming  np  with 
them,  the  Lancers  found  these  fugitives  without  arms,  and  though 
there  conld  be  no  reasonable  doubt  that  they  had  hidden  their 
weapons  some  little  time  before.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bushman 
ordered  his  men  to  spare  their  lives.  The  Lancers  rode  among 
them,  and  if  any  man  had  been  detected  with  knife  or  pistol  he 
would  probably  have  paid  the  forfeit  of  his  life.  In  other  in- 
stances small  bands  ware  hunted  into  villages,  and  when  the 
cavalry  tode  up  men  appeared  holding  little  children  in  their  arms, 
and  prayed  for  mercy.  What  was  to  be  done  with  an  enemy 
resorting  to  such  mancenvres?  Our  cavalry  conld  not  take 
prisoners  as  they  had  to  continue  the  pursuit ;  and  these  units 
of  the  Mazra  army  were  shown  Uiat  mercy  which  they  hod  refused 
to  our  men  retreating  from  Maiwand  I 

Again,  any  intercepting  force  thrown  into  the  Ai^andab  Talley 
could  not  hope  to  co-operate  with  the  force  attacking  firom  Can- 
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dabar :  they  would  have  been  a  detached  corps  of  obsfiTratioii, 
merely  watching  for  Afghaos  fleeing  into  their  amiB.  First  of  all 
the;  mnst  have  been  sent  completely  away  from  our  main  body 
either  at  Shat-i-Sa&  or  Bobat  in  order  to  croas  the  hilla  by  the 
only  available  hotal  near  DaU  (between  80  and  40  miles  above  the 
Baba  Wali  Kotal) ;  for  the  Marcha  Eotal  waa  held  in  force  by 
Ayab.  They  conld  not  approach  to  within  20  milea  of  Mazra,  for 
a  farther  advance  would  have  been  to  conrt  an  attack  by  over- 
whelming nombera,  while  General  Roberta  waa  marching  from 
Bofaat  to  Candahar.  The  safety  of  2,000  men  would  have  been 
endangered,  while  the  only  object  they  oonld  have  gained  would 
have  been  the  interception  of  a  few  handteds  of  Cabolia,  who 
would  probably  have  taken  to  the  precipitous  hilla  and  escaped  in 
the  night.  The  Argandab  Valley  narrows  greatly,  SO  or  40  milea 
above  Mazra,  and  cavalry  would  have  bees  worse  than  useless 
with  the  intercepting  (?)  column.  It  cannot  be  urged  with  too 
much  emphasis,  that  Ayub  Khan's  line  of  retreat,  if  kis  army 
were  defeated,  was  in  the  Ehakrez  direction,  for  bis  men,  in  their 
slack  diaoipline,  would  make  for  their  own  villagea  and  not  rush 
off  at  a  tangent  towarda  Ehelat-i-Ghilzai.  All  Afghan  "  armies," 
so-called,  and  Ayub's  waa  perhapa  more  worthy  of  respect  than 
any  we  have  yet  met,  have  a  power  of  dispersion  which  is  un- 
rivalled. Organized  purauit  agaiuat  them  ia  almost  impossible  : 
unless  every  mountain  path  and  torrent  bed  within  60  milea  could 
be  aearched  at  once. 

General  Roberta  has  had  more  experience  in  A%han  warfare 
than  any  other  of  our  commanders ;  and  his  tactics  were  baaed  on 
sounder  principles  than  thoae  advocated  by  critics  unveraed 
altogether  even  in  the  details  of  past  actions.  To  aay  Fir  Paimal 
could  have  been  carried  with  fewer  troops  than  those  engaged  is 
to  beg  the  whole  question.  The  action  of  Ahmed  Ehel  proved 
that  when  fanaticism  is  at  red-heat,  5,000  or  6,000  men  may 
charge  right  into  our  ranks.  Would  it  have  been  wiae  to  have 
dispensed  with  General  Macgregor'a  brigade  (some  2,000  strong) 
as  a  reserve  in  case  of  such  another  charge  down  &om  the  Baba 
Wall  Kotal  upon  General  Macpherson's  right  flank  ?  And  yet 
General  Macgr^or  had  about  the  number  of  men  which  wonld 
have  been  absorbed  if  Uie  much-talked  of  "  intercepting  column  " 
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had  been  waitdng,  SO  or  40  miles  up  the  Argand&b  Valley, 
ignoruit  of  what  was  happemng  at  Caodahar.  It  may  be  urged 
that  there  vera  4,000  men  of  the  Candahai  ganisoD  at  Oenenl 
Roberte'  b  disposal ;  but  it  would  have  been  unwise  to  ask  maeh  <A 
a  garrison  still  Boffering  from  the  shock  of  the  terrible  diaaBter  at 
Maiwand,  and  only  half-realizing  tbat  they  were  no  longer  be- 
sieged within  the  walla  of  Candahar.  That  I  am  not  exaggerat- 
ing the  depieBBion  prevailing  in  the  Bombay  Diviamt,  will  be  dear 
from  the  UxX  that  General  Primrose,  on  tiie  ereaing  of  the  Slat 
Angnst,  personally  stopped  a  string  of  males  which  were  leaving 
the  dtadel  with  bread  and  barley  for  the  Bengal  troops.  Out 
reconnaisBanoe  was  returning,  and  there  was  certainly  heavy  rifle- 
fire  beyond  Karez  Hill,  while  the  enemy's  gone  on  Baba  Wall 
Kota]  were  also  adding  to  the  din.  Onr  troops  were  holding 
Pioqaet  Hill,  and  onr  camp  was  within  2,600  ystdi  of  the  Eedgah 
Gate,  oat  of  which  an  officer  in  the  GommiBsariat  Department  was 
condaoting  the  little  oonvoy.  Between  that  convoy  and  ' '  danger  " 
were  some  10,000  picked  men,  nearly  all  British,  Sikhs,  and 
Ghoorkas ;  bnt  the  "  risk  "  of  allowing  the  bread  and  grain  to  be 
carried  a  mile  and  a  half  was  pronoanced  "  too  great "  by  General 
Primrose  himself.  The  Commissariat  officer,  knowing  food  was 
needed  in  camp,  managed  to  gain  permission  to  take  (m  the  mnles 
laden  with  br^d,  and  he  saw  nothing  to  distoib  him  on  the  road. 
The  groand  between  the  north-western  bastion  and  the  oeareet 
wall  of  cantonments  (1,200  yards  away)  is  as  bare  as  the  Bahan, 
and  it  was  not  likely  the  enemy's  oavahy  picqaet  below  the  Baba 
Wali  Kotal  wonld  have  charged  out  a  coaple  of  miles  to  capture 
the  moles,  even  if  they  had  seen  them.  The  story  is  told  not  to 
detract  from  General  Primrose's  judgment  and  ability,  hat  to 
illastrate  the  onhealthy  Caeling  and  want  of  tone  in  the  garrison, 
in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  brave  and  resolnte  men  to  wipe  oat  the 
reoollection  of  Matwsnd  and  Deh-i-Khwaja  from  the  minds  of 
their  fellows. 

I  have  tried  to  write  witbont  andne  dogmatism ;  bat  I  may  have 
been  betrayed  into  laying  too  great  a  stress  apon  "  prob^ilities," 
viE.,  that  the  enemy's  line  of  retreat  wonld  be  towarda  Khakres 
and  not  op  the  narrow  Argaudob  Valley,  and  that  Aynb's  irregulara 
might  have  famished  a  band  of  desperate  men  led  by  ghazis  to 
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make  a  counter-attack  from  Baba  Wall  Eotal.  I  have  oftiefally 
avoided  any  reference  to  the  entrenched  camp  of  Aynb  at  Mazra, 
which  OQT  spies  aBsared  hb  existed,  and  which  General  Macgregor's 
Brigade,  fresh  and  nntoached  bj  fire,  were  intended  to  storm  if 
Qenerals  Macpherson  and  Baker  had  been  checked  in  their  pro- 
gress. I  think  these  probabilities  were  jaatified  fnlly  so  Ceit  as 
the  retreat  is  concerned,  while  the  knowledge  that  we  had  all  onr 
forces  concentrated  behind  Earez  and  Picqnet  Hill  a  may  have  pre- 
vented the  maBBCB  of  men  abotit  the  Baba  Wali  Eotal  (in  the  earlier 
part  of  the  day)  &om  making  a  connter-attack.  If  there  is  one 
part  which  criticism  may  fairly  seize  npon,  and  which  onr  own 
Brigadiers  wonld  be  the  first  to  acknowledge,  it  is  the  want  of 
cavalry  with  General  Boss  when  the  72nd  and  2nd  Sikha  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  92nd  and  2nd  Ghoorkas  on  the  other,  rolled 
back  the  enemy  at  the  turning-point  of  the  Fir  Paimal  Bpnr.  The 
baein  leading  towards  Mazra  and  the  open  gronnd  dne  west 
towards  the  Argandab  was  covered  with  men  in  fall  flight,  and  500 
sabres  conld  have  swept  into  them  with  terrific  effect.  It  is,  I 
believe,  an  axiom  that  no  division  shall  now  go  into  action  withont 
one  regiment  of  cavalry  attached  to  it,  bat  all  throngh  the  war  we 
have  brigaded  all  onr  cavalry,  and  on  Beveral  occasions  the  want 
of  600  troops  to  follow  np  rapidly  an  infantry  attack  has  been 
severely  felt.  Witness  in  particular  the  first  action  of  Charasia, 
when  the  Afghans  fied  towards  Indikee ;  and  the  storming  of  the 
ridge  leading  np  to  the  Takht-i-Shah  Peak  when  the  open  ground 
beyond  Beni  Hissar  was  black  with  fngitives.  General  Hugh 
Googh  and  his  splendid  cavalry  brigade  of  1,600  sabres  and 
lances  did  all  that  men  conld  do  to  gain  the  Eokaran  Ford,  and 
ent  ap  snoh  bodies  of  men  aB  they  could  overtake ;  bnt  if  one 
regiment  had  been  spared  from  that  brigade  to  have  followed  np 
onr  infantry  advance,  there  wonld  have  been  rare  work  for  the 
troopB  abont  Fir  Paimal.  The  answer,  of  course,  to  this  is  that 
the  network  of  orchards  and  walled  enclosnres,  with  intersecting 
channels,  seemed  to  shnt  ont  cavalry  from  participating  in  that 
part  of  the  action :  there  was  no  one  as  nsnal  to  tell  ns  of  the 
grand  open  groand  when  the  ridge  was  tnmed. 
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TBI  follorins  intcmurtioii  ia  dsilTad  frota  tanatworth;  wnireM,  Mid  ntj  be  of  •■ 
Inlertrt;— 

Taitt  of  Bei^  afiow  mtmt  Sea-laid. 

CkbnIFlaiD 8,840 

Lattelnmd  Eotal 7,400 

EktaSng 0,000 

JngdnlloBk  Eotal 6,200 

QtmdMDak 4,500 

FntlcIukUd S,09S 

1,860 


Tablt  of  Martha  from  Jwiuwd  ttt  C^mL 
Tha  onreotad  road  diituMsa  kn  : — 

nam. 

JmniDod  to  A]i  Hntjid 8-80 

AH  Hujid  to  Lsndl  KoW 10-60 

Lnndi  Kotal  to  D«kkm 12-00 

DUkk  to  Bm»i1« 11-10 

Buaolfl  to  Buikib 0-98 

Birikab  to  Jal]>Ub«l 17'7S 

JgllKbbad  to  Bowbwl 12-88 

Bonbad  to  SoM  Sug 16-12 

Solod  Sang  to  Fairu  Kotid 12-76 

Fsnnui  Kotal  to  Jngdnllock  Fort 10-60 

JngdoUnck  Fort  to  Bai  Baba lO'OO 

Bai  Baba  to  Lottabond 9-60 

Lnttabimd  to  Botkhak 0-SO 

BoUihak  to  Bala  HiMar S-SO 

Total    .  .  100-09 

TKunoM  K>  TBI  Tmioam  Aimt. 

nn  teantport  anangeiiioiita  hara  alwaji  bean  the  craat  ttnmbling-bloak  wh«a  war 

baa  b««n  daoland  in  India,  and  in  tfae  hope  that  nmtthing  will  be  doaa  to  fonn  a 

IMnnaiwat  aataUidmanl,  I  lepnUiA  tha  fbllcnriog  lettor,  writtan  io  Sbaipiir  on  Jan* 

16th,  1880  :— 
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Li«Dt«ii»Dt-C(ilaii«l  Low,  of  thglStiiBuiga]  laDoen,  Cliiaf  Ifit«otoT  of  Tmnport  vitb 
th«  Oabnl  FoTca,  baa  moated  a  pUn  for  ertalilUbtDg  ■  pennanoit  bwiapart  iVTia^ 
Iha  dotaiEi  of  vhich  I  will  tr;  to  eiplwn.  Hs  adrosataa  a  Bjitem — tba  sipauB  of  «)u(i 
■liaiild  be  modenUe  in  time  of  peaoc,  and  not  cortraTagaiit  in  time  tA  var — vbidi  ihaald 
■dniit  of  tapid  expansion  wbeo  war  breaki  ont,  and,  moat  imporlaat  of  all,  wbidi  ahoaU 
allow  of  the  aoimala  being  amplojad  for  ordinary  pnipowa  of  commerce  in  poace  time, 
jat  alwafB  be  ready  to  tall  Into  tbcir  plaoea  iriiea  tba  Stale  reqairea  tbem.  Coloul 
Low  take!  an  anuj  of  36,000  of  all  arms  with  fifteen  daya'  food  ai  the  nnit  to  be 
treated,  Ibia  bung  abont  tho  gtrangth  of  a  foree  wbicb  ii  likalf  io  be  mobiliied  in  eaaa 
of  war  breaking  ont,  and  be  belieree  that  ondei  hii  ^r>tem  Innaport  iar  ndi  mi  annj 
oonld  be  r^ied,  at  any  time,  in  a  fortnight. 

Takini  tbemolsaa  the  only  tiauport  animal  in  the  "ficit  line,"  heealcnlate*  that 
70,000  mnlea  {of  wbioh  namber  1,026  wonld  be  ipani  aaimali)  woold  be  nqoired  ita 
the  86,000  men,  the  eatimate  being  aa  toUowi : — 

Hnlea. 

7,000  Biitiih  Infantry 1^4U 

1,600     „       CaTaljy «,aSS 

1,800  Artillei?  and  Bngueen 11,S«7 

4,000  RatiTc  CaTaliy 9,«0« 

21,000     „     Inbutry 36,S84 

Total    68,973 
Spare  animal*      1,038 

Qnnd  total  70,000 
nib  oalcDlatiai  i*  mad*  on  the  Cabal  Kale  of  baggage,  and  each  animal  wonld  have  to 
oarry  two  mannda  only ;  aUowanee  is  made  (or  forage  and  grain  alao  being  carried. 
Hie  70,000  mule*  ieqnii«d  wonld  be  located  in  the  thtee  PnaidencieB,  in  the  following 
proportion  :— Beogal,  86,000  ;  fiooib«T  and  Madiai,  17,600  each,  Begarding  Noctbem 
India,  it  is  calenlated  that  the  IT.  -W.  Provinoea  weald  fonidi  9, 760,  Ondh  760,  aad 
Bohilk and  2,000.  ThaP(in]ab  would  be  rcBponiiUe  for  27,600.  Ike  lytten  of  main- 
lonauee  wonld  be  the  diriuim  of  all  the  eooolty  into  a  eetttun  unmber  of  dlatrieta ;  a% 
for  initance,  the  N.-W.  Frorinoea  into  tJiirteen,  and  the  Pnnjab  into  tweity,  eaah  of 
whieh  wonld  have  a  fixed  mmiber  of  mnlea  ready  for  the  Stale  when  oeoanon  might 
•rise.  Colonel  Low**  explanation  of  the  organiiation  he  wonld  craate  ia  ao  dear,  that  I 
will  giro  hii  own  worda.  He  nya  : — "The  diatrioti  would  all  hare  been  nnmbered  off 
in  the  traniport  hooka,  and  I  willnppoaelBmTinlingtfaeBawmlpindiorNoL  SOdirtricL 
The  Snt  Tlllige  I  enter  might  have,  perhapi,  fifteen  mnlea,  nine  of  whieh  wen  tmx 
three  and  nnder  fonrteen  years  old.  To  the  owners  of  tfawe  animali  I  wonld  s^ : 
'  Qoremment  will  give  yon,  through  me,  one  rnpee  per  moDth  for  each  of  th«e  li"'"Blt 
GfOTemment  doca  not  want  them  now  and  may  never  want  then  at  alL  Keep  &«n, 
therefore,  and  nse  them  as  yon  hare  been  aoeoitomed  to.  All  that  QoranmMBt  aaka  is 
that  yon  will  agree  to  giro  the  nse  of  the  mnlee  in  tdme  of  war.  Yon  mast  toing  Ihfi 
with  their  saddlea,  Ac,  arranging  among  yannelrea  that  at  leaat  one  man  ahall  tMeom- 
paay  erary  three  mnlea.  On  QoTammant  calling  for  the  mnlta,  yon  wiU  iMrin  war 
rataa  ef  pay  from  that  day  till  the  animal*  an  diaoharged,  whan  they  will  nnrt  to 
peace  ratea  <±  one  rnpee  per  moath.  This  preaent  agreement  i*  to  laat  twelve  taealba, 
after  which  notice  of  three  months  on  either  aide  may  end  the  haigun  :  the  mm  lomiao 
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bamg  tLkt  whan  Goremoieiit  Lu  galled  for  the  ternm  of  the  male*,  tha  nodoe  wnmot 
be  glren  nntil  tlie  mulsa  lis  duohirgsd.  Heuiirfailfl  tba  mules  miut  be  branded  vitii  tbe 
dUtiist  mirk  'S20;'  uid  here  ii  Ea.  S6,  tbe  firet  qnarter'B  pajment  in  adriuiite. '" 
Colonel  Low  etilee  that  &am  hu  penoiwl  knowledge,  and  fram  opinione  eipnaied  by 
natiTS  gentlemen,  be  ii  oonrinoed  the  people  would  eagerlj  aooept  enoli  a  ijilem,  a*  it  ia 
one  which  thej  eoald  eaail;  nndentand,  and  ii  qnite  in  keeping  with  their  automi  and 
tnditioni. 

Then  eomee  the  all-important  qaeetion  ol  oost.  Begaiding  tbe  permanent  eetabliih- 
ment.  Colonel  Low  eoggeate  that  ■  Director,  who  would  hare  control  all  oTer  India, 
ehonld  be  appointed  with  itaff  pay  of  Ba.  1,000  per  month.  Hie  enboidinatei  in  Bengal 
wonU  be  (wo  lapennleodenla  (Bb.  £00  each),  and  tont  aaditanta  (Ba.  1 60  to  Be.  200) ; 
In  Bombay  and  Hadiu  jott  hall  tbia  ertabliehmenk  There  wonld  alee  be  a  nnmbeV  of 
Batif*  offioei^  and  non-oomminioned  offioere,  and  five  eowaia  wonld  be  told  off  to  each 
diatrict  The  staff  In  Bengal  would  ooat  Ba.  9,210  per  month  (In  peace  time),  in  Bom- 
bay and  Uadna  B&  4,030  each,  or  a  total  of  Ba.  17,270  for  eatabliihmenk  The 
pieminm  to  ownen  of  Be.  1  per  animal  woold  be  Ba.  T0,000,  ""^'wg  a  grand  total  of 
Ba.  67,270.  When  war  taroke  oat,  the  ataff  wonld  be  amiable  for  inatant  serrica  at 
their  normal  pay,  while  tbe  owner  of  each  animal  woold  receive  hia  Ba.  12  per  month, 
in  aU  Be.  8,10,01)0,  or  a  total  expenditure  on  aerriiM  of  Ba.  S,e7,270.  To  put  the 
matter  in  limpler  form.  Colonel  Low  remarka  : — "  If  we  eirppeae  a  period  of  tonr  yean 
in  whinh  there  waa  war  for  four  monthi,  (he  ccet  wonld  be — 

Ba. 
tl  inimthi'  peace,  at  Ba.  87,270  per  menaem  .    S7,S9,S80 


Total    70,68,960 

Tbia  fi,  in  round  nnmbera,  £700,000;"  and  Colonel  Low  ajgnifliiantly  addi ;— "  Thii  can 
no  doubt  be  oompared  wttb  baniport  eipenaea  in  (be  laat  campaign " — an  allnaion, 
perhapa,  to  the  enormou  osmpeniadon  we  had  (o  pay  to  oamel-owner*  for  '"■'"■If  loat 
or  killed.  The  seoand  line  of  tnuuport  in  a  campaign.  Colonel  Low  oooaidera  ahoold  be 
wheeled  oarriagea,  a  eeilain  nnmber  of  carta  being  alwaya  kept  ready  at  statioua  near 
tbe  baaea  of  anpply,  aaob  a*  Hnttan,  Bawalpiadi,  be  With  this  nheme,  and  no  donb( 
nreial  otben  before  them,  it  will  be  ittange  it  the  Qoremment  doea  not  once  for  all 
make  up  ita  mind  to  an  expanditore  in  peaoe  time  upon  (miiport  terTiee :  it  may  aeem, 
ibr  tbe  time  being,  money  wasted,  bnt  anyone  seeing  the  acoonnts  of  tha  preeent  war 
cannot  hdp  being  oonTinced  (hat  a  penaanen(  transport  weald  have  sared  the  conndy 
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Trat  'and  Berpent  Wonhip ;     - 

Or,  Tllustrationa  of  Mythology  and  Art  in  India  in  tho  Firat 
and  Fourth  CenturieB  af(«r  CluiBt,  from  th«  Sculptures  of  the 
Buddhiet  Topes  at  Sanciii  and  Amravati.  Prepared  at  the 
India  Mueeum,  under  the  authoiity  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  in  Council.  Second  edition,  Bevised,  Corrected,  and 
in  great  part  Be-written.  By  Jameb  Fkroubsok,  Esq  ,  F.R.8.. 
F.R.A.S.  Super-royal  4to.  100  plates  and  81  engravings, 
pp.  270.     Price  £6  fis. 

nioitratioiu  of  Anoiont  Building  in  Kuhmir. 

Prepared  at  tbe  Indian  Museum  under  tlie  authority  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  in  Council.  From  Photographs, 
Plans,  and  Drawings  taken  by  Order  of  the  Government  of 
India.  By  Henry  Haudi  Cole,  Liedt.  B.£.,  SupenDtendent 
Arclueol(^i;al  Survey  of  India,  North-Wost  Provinces.  In 
OpavoI.;  half-bound.  Quarto.  Fifty-eight  plaies.  £3  lOs. 
Hie  LUuitratiom  in  tbii  voit  tare  been  produced  in  CHbon  tnm 

tbe  original  aegstivM,  and  srs  tharafbre  p< ' 


PtaftrmaoopoBia  of  India. 
Prepared  under  the  Authority  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India.     By    Edwaro   John   Wabiko,  U.D.     Assisted  by  a 
Committee  appointed  for  the  Purpose.     8to.     6b. 

Hw  Stnpa  <tf  Bh&rhat    A  Buddhiit  Monnment 

Ornamented  with  numerous  Sculptures  illustrative  of  Buddhist 
Legend  and  History  in  the  Third  Century  r.c.  By  Ai.bx- 
AXDER  CnK]iiKu»AH,  C.8I.,  O.I.E.,  Major-General,  Royal 
Engineers  (Bengal  Retired) ;  Director-General  Arcbnological 
Survey   of  India.     4to.      Fifty-seven    Plates.     Cloth  gilL 
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ArohnlogioBl  8iut«7  of  Wwtarn  ladift. 

Report  of  the  First  Season's  Opemtioiia  in  the  Bf.lgam  and 
Kaladgi  Districta,  January  to  May,  1874  Prepared  at  the 
India  Museurn  and  Publiahed  under  the  Authoiity  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  in  Counnil,  IJy  James  Buroess,  . 
Anthor  of  the  "  Rock  Temples  of  Elephanta,"  &o  ,  &c.,  and 
Editor  of  "The  Indiau  Antiquary."  Half-bound,  Quarto. 
58  Plates  and  WoodcuU.     iS  iJs. 

Arohseoli^oal  Surrey  of  Wertern  India.    Tol.  II. 

Report  on  the  Antiquities  of  K&thiaw&d  and  Kachh,  Lining  the 
result  of  the  Second  Season's  Operations  of  the  Arehfeological 
Surrey  of  Western  India.  1874-75.  By  James  BysoEss, 
F.R.G  S  ,M.R.A.3.,&c.,  Arohjeological  Surveyor  and  Rsporter 
to  Government,  Western  India.  I67K  Hatf-bouud.  Quarto 
Seventh-four  Plates  and  Woodcuts.     £3  3h. 

ATolueolog;ioal  Survey  of  Weitem  India.    Tol.  III. 

Report  on  the  Antiquities  in  the  Bidar  and  Aurunj^bad  Dis- 
tricts in  Llie  Territory  of  H-H.  the  Nizam  of  Hniilarabad, 
being  the  result  of  the  Third  Season's  Operations  of  the 
Archwological  Survey  of  Western  India.  1875-1870.  Bv 
Jaubs  Buiiasaa.  F.H.G.S.,  M.R.A.S..  Memhre  de  la  Society 
Asiatique,  Ac,  ^rchffiological  Surveyor  and  Reporter  to  Go- 
vernment, Western  India.  Half-bound.  Quarto,  Sisly-si.t 
Plates  and  Woodcuts.     £2  2s. 

Dlnitratiou  of  Building!  near  Hnttra  and  Agra, 

Sliowing  the  Mixed  Hindu- Mahomed  an  Style  of  Upper  India 
Prepared  at  the  India  Museum  under  the  authority  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  in  Couni:il,  from  Photographs, 
Plana,  and  Drawings  taken  by  Order  of  the  Government  of 
India.  By  Henbv  Hardy  Cole,  Lieut.  RE.,  late  Superin- 
tendent Archteological  Survey  of  India,  North-West  Provinoes 
4to.     With  Photographs  and  Plates.     £3  lOs. 

The  Care  Traiplea  of  India. 
By  James  FEROnaoN,   D.C.L.,   F.E.A.S.,  V.P.BA.S.,  and 
Jamks  Buroess,  F.R.G.S.,  M.R.A.S..  Ac.     Printed  and  Pub- 
lished by  Order  of  Her  Majesty's   Secretary  of  Slate,  &c. 
Royal  Bvo.     With  Photographs  and  Woodcuts-    £3  as. 
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Being   the   Tour  of    Sir  Ai.r    Baba,   K.C.B.     Bjr    Obobok 

Aberiou-Uaukat.     Post  8vo.     4s. 
Adm  W.  (lata  of  Calootta)  Theorlea  of  Hittoiy. 

An  Inquiry  into  the  Theories  of  History, — Chance, — Law, — 

Will.     With  Special  Roference  to  the  Principle  of  PoeitiTe 

PhiloBophj.     By  William  Adam.     8vo.     ISb. 
Akbar.    An  Saitorn  RomaiLoe 

By  Dr.  P.  A,  S.  Van  Lthsuro-Bsouwbu.     Tnuislated  from 

the  Dutch  by  M.  M.     With  Kotea  and  Introductory  Life  of 

the  Emperor  Akbar,  by  Clements  R.  Markham,  C.B.,  F3.S. 

Crowii  8vo.     ins.  Od. 
Allan'i  Serioi. 

1.— Anst*;d'B  World  We  Live  In.     ^s. 

9. — Aiiflted's  Earth's  History,     '-is. 

3, — Aiisted's  yiflO   Examination  Questions  in  Physical  Geo- 
graphy.    2s. 

4. — Geograpliy  of  India.     (See  page  10.)     2a. 

5  — Ansted's  Elements  of  Physiography,     Is.  4d. 

6. — Hall's  Trigonometry.     (Seepage  11.)     3s- 

7. — Wollagton's  Elementary  Indian  Reader.  Is.  (See  p.  95.) 

Ahlmt  Alt     The  FerM&al  Lav  of  the  ICahomiiiedaiu  (M- 

cording  to  all  the  Si^hools).  Together  with  a  Comparative 
Sketch  of  the  Law  of  Inheritance  among  the  Sunnis  and 
Shiahs.  By  Syed  Ahbeb  Ali,  Moulvi,  M.A.,  LL.B,,  Barrister^ 
at-Lav,  and  Presidency  Magistrate  at  Calcutta.     8vo,     15b. 

Audenon  (Ed.  L.)  How  to  Bide  and  Sohool  a  Hone. 

With  a  System  of  Horse  Gymnastics.  By  £dwj3D  L. 
Abdbxsoii.     Cr.  8vo.     3s.  6d, 

AudOTHQ  (P.)  The  Bngliih  in  Weateni  India. 
Bfo.     14s. 

Asdrev  (W.  P.)  India  and  Her  Neifrhbonrs. 
By  W.  P.  Andbbw,  Author  of  "  Our  ScieiUidc  Frontier," 
"  The  Indus  and  Its  Provinces,"  "  ICemoir  of  the  Euphrates 
Route."    With  Two  Maps.     8vo.     15s. 

Andrew  (W.  F.)  Oar  Boientifle  Frontier. 
With  Sketch-Map  and  AppendtK.    8to.    68. 

Anited  (D.  T.)  Fhyiioal  Geography. 

By  Professor  D.  T.  Anotkd,  M.A.,  F.B.S.,  4c  Fifth 
Edition.    Poet  8to.,  with  niustrative  Maps.    Ts. 
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CoNTKNTs: — Past  I. — lHTBODDonoN.^The  Earth  as  aPlaneL 
— Physical  Forces. — The  Succeaeion  of  Rocks.  Pabt  II. — 
Earth — Land. — Moun tains.— Hills  and  Vslleja. — Plateatu 
and  Loir  Plains.  Pa^t  III. — Water. — The  Ocean.— Bivers. 
— Lakes  and  Waterfalls. — The  Phenomena  of  lee.— Springs. 
Part  IV. — Air. — The  Atmosphere.  Winds  and  Storms, — 
Dew,  Clouds,  and  Bain. — Climate  and  Weather.  Pabt  V. — 
Fise. — Volcanoes  and  Volcanic  Phenomena. — Earthquakes. 
Pakt  VI. — Life  — The  Diatribuuon  of  Plants  in  the  diJETerent 
Countries  of  the  Earth. — The  Distribution  of  Animals  on  the 
Earth. — The  Distribution  of  Fliints  and  Animals  in  Time. — 
EfTects  of  Human  Agency  on  Inanimate  Nature. 

"  The  Book  a  both  raliuble  and  oomprehennT*,  aod  deaaiTM  *  wiii 
olrcubtioD. " — Obtarvar. 

Austed  (S.  T.)  Elementi  of  Fhyiioeraphy. 

b'or  the  use  of  Science  Schools.     Fcap.  8vo.     Is.  4rl. 

Aiut«d  (S.  T.)  ThB  World  We  Live  In. 

Or  First  Lessons  in  PhyBical  Geography,  For  the  use  of 
Schools  and  Students.  By  D.  T.  Anbtbd,  M.A.,  F.R.8.,  Ac. 
Fcap     2s.     SQth  Tliousaad,  with  Illustrations. 

Anited  (D.  T.)  The  Earth's  Hutory. 

Or,  FiiBt  Lessons  in  Geology.  For  the  use  of  Schools  and 
Students.    By  D.  T.  Anstkd.     Third  Thousand.    Fcap.    xs. 

Anited  (T).  T.) 
Two  TViusand  Examiuation  Questions  in  I^yaical  Oei^raphy. 
pp.  180.     Price  2b. 

Anated  (D.  T.)  and  Latham  (B.  0^  Channel  lalandi. 
Jersey,  Gnenuey,  Aldeniey,  Sark,  tat. 
The  Cbaknel  Islands.  Containing:  PartI. — Physical  Geo- 
graphy. Past  II. —Natural  History.  Pakt  III. — Ciril  His- 
toid". Part  IV. — Ei;onomicB  and  Trade.  By  Datid  Thohas 
.\nsted,  M.A„  F.R.S.,  and  Robert  Oobdoh  Lathau,  U.A., 
M.D.,  F.R.S.  New  and  Cheaper  Edition  in  one  huidsome 
H\<}.  Volume,  mth  T^  Illustrations  on  Wood  by  Vizetelly, 
Loudon,  Nicholls,  and  Hart ;  with  Map.     8ro.     10s. 

•■  This  is  ■  Rkllj  valuable  work.  A  book  whkh  will  long  MOiain  tba 

ituidard  muthorit;  on  the  lubjeot.    No  one  who  ha*  been  to  the  OhaniMl 

lilandi,  or  who  purposei  going  tbere  will  be  imenaibls  of  iti  Tilue." — 

Satmrdof  SniM§. 

"It  it  the  produoe  of  man;  handa  and  inry  hand  a  good  one." 

Ansted  (p.  T.)  Water,  and  Water  Bapnly. 

GhieSy  with  reference  to  the  Briti^  Islands.  Part  I, — 
Sur^  Waters.    Bvo.    With  Maps.     Ids. 
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Areher    (Capt    J.  H.  LaorsBoe)    Comineatariw    ob  tlu 

Punjaub  Campaign — 1848-49.  iucluditig  some  additions  to  iho 

HiBtory  of  the  Second  Sikh  War,  from  original  source*.     B; 

Oapt.  J.  H.  Lawrkhce-Aboher.  Bengal  H.  P.    Cr.   8vo.  Ss. 

Aynsley  (Hn.)  Onr  Vint  to  Hindnstui,  Ksahmir,  aad  LftdkUi 

By  Mrs.  J.  C.  Murray  Ayksley,     8vo      lis. 
Bellew  (Capt.)  Memoin  of  a  GrifSn ;  or,  A  Cadet'i  Rrrt 
Year  in  India.  By  Captain  Bkllkw.  Illustrated  from  Deeigns 
by  the  Author.     A  Nesv  Edition.     Cr.  8vo.  lOs.  (Id. 
Bernay  (Dr.  A.  J.)  Student*'  Cliemutry. 

Being  the  Seventh  Edition  of  Household  Chemistry,  or  the 
Science  of  Home  Life.  By  Albert  J.  Behnats.  Ph.  Dr. 
F.C.S.,  Prof.  ofChemiBtryandPractical  Chemistry  at  St.  ITiomas' 
Hospital,  Medical,  and  Surgical  College,  Crown  8 vo.  5s.  6d. 
Blanohard  (S.)  Teaterday  and  To-day  in  India. 
By  SiDSEY  Lamas  Rlanchabd.     Post  8to.     6b, 

CosTEKTB.— Outward  Bound.— The  Old  Times  and  theNsw.— 
Domestic  Life. — Houses  and  Bungalows. — Indian  Servants. — 
The  Great  Shoe  Question.— The  Garrison  Hack— The  Long 
Bow  in  India,— Mrs.  Dulcimer's  Shipwreck.— A  Traveller's 
Tale,  told  in  a  Dark  Bungalow.— Punch  in  India.— Anglo- 
Indian  Literature, — Christmas  in  India.— The  Seasons  in 
Calcutta. — Farmers  in  Muslio.— Homeward  Bound. — India 
as  it  Is. 
Blenldnaopp  (Sev.  E.  L.)  Doctrine  of  Development  in  the 
Bible  and  in  the  Church.  By  Rev.  E.  L,  Blenkinsopp,  M.A., 
Rector  of  Springthorp.  2nd  edition.  I'imo.  68. 
Boilean  (Hajor-Oeneral  J.  T.) 

A  New  and  Complete  Set  of  Traverse  Tahlea,  showing  the 
Differences  of  Latitude  and  the  Departures  lo  every  Minnte  of 
the  Quadrant  and  to  Five  Pisces  of  Decimals.  Together  with 
a  Table  of  the  lengths  of  each  Degree  of  Latitude  and  corres- 
ponding Degree  of  Longitude  from  the  Equator  to  the  Poles ; 
wilh  other  Tables  useful  to  the  Surveyor  and  Engineer. 
Fourth  F.dition,  thoroughly  revised  and  corrected  by  the 
Author.  Royal  8vo.  ISa.  London,  1876. 
Soulger  (D.  C.)  History  of  China.  By  Dehetbids  Charles 
Boui.GKK,  Autlior  of  "England  and  Riirisia  in  Central  Asia," 
&c.  8vo.  vol.  I,  With  Portrait.  18s. 
Bonlger  (D.  C.)  England  and  Anaiia  in  Central  Ana.  WiSl 
Appeudicee  and  Two  Maps,  one  being  the  latest  Bnnian 
OEScial  Map  of  Central  Aiiia.    2  vols.  8ro.    86*. 
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of  the  KfaftiiAt«8  and  the  Neighbouring  Sutea.  B^  Dkuktbiob 
Chablks  BouLdKR,  M.B.A.S.     Crawu  8vo.     Ts.  6d. 

Bonlfsr  (D.  C.)  Tlw  Ufo  of  Yakoob  Btg.  Athalik  ffluud  tnd 
Badaulet,  Ameer  of  Kashgar.  B;  Dr.usT&iva  Chaioxb 
BoiiLOKR.  M.R.A.3.     Svo.     With  Map  and  Appeodii.     Ifc. 

Bowrinff  (8ii  J.)  Flowery  SoroU. 
A  Chinest  Novel.    Translated  and  Ulnstrated  with  Notes  bv 
Sir  J.  HowRrun.  iate  H.B.M.  Ptenipo,  China.    Post  «to. 
lOs.  Od. 

Boyd  (R.  Velnn)  Chili  and  the  Cliiliaiu,  during  the  War 
1879-ftO.  By  R.  Nklboh  Boyd,  F.E.G.8.,  P.G.S.,  Author  of 
Coal  Mines  iiiBpection.    Cloth,  illustnitf^d.   Or.  8vo.    lOa.  td. 

Boyd  (B.  Bslun).  Coal  Hinea  Inspeotion:  Ita  Eirtory  and 
Hesulta      8\'o.     Uh. 

Bradsh&w  (Jolin)  Tlu  Poetieal  Works  of  John  Hilton, 
with  NoUs.t^xptanator}- and  philological.  Bj  Jobh  Bbadshaw , 
LL.D.,  InapecLorof  Schools,  Madras.  'J  vols., poet Hvo.   l2B.6d. 

Brandia'  Porert  Flon  of  Voirth-Wostom  and  Central  Lidia. 
By  Db.  Bhandih,  Inapector  General  of  Forests  to  the  GoTem* 
ment  of  India.     Text  and  Platot.    £9  18b. 

Briggi  (Oes.  J.)  India  and  Eorope  Compai^. 
Post  8to.     7s. 

Biifflit  (W.)  Ked  Book  fhr  Sergeants. 

Fifth  and  Reviaeil  Edition,  1 8R0.  By  W.  Brioht.  late  Colour- 
Sergeant.  10th  Middlesex  B.V.     Fcap.  interleaved,     ta. 

Browne  (J.  W.)  Hardware ;  How  to  Bny  it  for  Foreign 

Markets.     8vo.     lOs.  Dd. 

Bnokle  (the  late  Capt  E.)  Bengal  Artillery. 

A  Memoir  of  the  Services  of  the  Bengal  Artillery  from  the 
fOTToatioii  of  the  Corps.  By  the  late  Capt,  E.  Buckls,  Assist  - 
A4iut.  Uen.  Ben.  Art.  Edit,  by  Sir  J.  W.  Katb.  6vo.  Lond, 
I8Sa.     10a. 

Buklay  (E.  B.)  The  Irrigstirai  Worka  of  India,  and  than 
Financial  ReeulCa.  Being  a  brief  Histoiy  and  DesoriptioQ  of 
the  Irrigation  Works  of  India,  and  of  the  Profits  and  Losses 
they  have  caused  to  the  State.  By  lioBEBX  B.  Buoklet, 
A.M.I.C.E.,  Exeoutive  Engineer  of  the  Public  Works 
Department  of  India.     8to.     With  Map  and  Appendix.     9b; 
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BukeCF.)  (MdintadXaTalndlCIUtazrrCTUli. 

By  Pkteb  Bubke,  Se^eant-ot-Lav.  Aatliorof  "CelebnUed 
Trials  conneoted  with  the  Aristocracif.''    Poet  Svo.     lOa,  Bd. 

CIuUleii«;«  of  Barlstte  (Tht). 

B;  Uassiho  D'Azeulio.  Beudered  into  English  hj  Ladj 
IiODJSA  Maoekib.     3  voIb.     Crown  Svo.     3l8. 

OhrutniAi  (&«▼.  E.)  Bspoblio  of  FooU  (The). 

Being  the  History  of  the  People  of  Abder«  in  Thrace,  from 
the  German  of  C.  M,  Von  Wieland.  Bj  Rev.  Hevkt  Ghribt- 
jug.  M.A.,  F.R.S.     a  Vols   crown  Svo.     128. 

ChriitnM  (Bat.  H.)  Bin :  Itt  CaiuM  sad  ConwqmanoM. 
An  attemrt  to  Investigate  the  Origiu,  Nature,  Extent  and 
Besults  of  Moral  Evil,     A  Series  of  Lent  Lectures.     By  the 
Rkv.  Hcxry  Chbistmas,  M.A.,  F.B.8.     Poet  dvo.     5a. 

CoUette  (C.  H.)  The  Roman  Broriary. 

A  Critical  and  Historical  Beview,  with  CopiouB  Classified 
Extracts.  By  Charles  Habtikob  Cdi.lkttk.  3Md  Edition. 
Revised  and  enlarged,     8to.     Sb. 

Collette  (0.  H.)  Henry  Tm. 

An  Historical  Sketch  as  affecting  the  Seformation  in  England. 
Bj  CaABUts  Habtinoi  Cdllbtte.     Post  8vo.     6b. 

Coknhonn  (Mi^or  J.  A.  S.)  With  the  Enimm  Force  in  Ute 
Caiihul  Campaifpi  of  1878-79.  By  Miyor  J.  A.  S.  Colqu- 
nocN.  R.A.  With  Illustrations  from  the  Author's  Dravings, 
and  two  Maps.     Svo.     16s. 

Cooper'i  Hill  College.  Calendar  of  the  Koyal  Indian  En- 
gineering College,  Cooper's  Hill.  Published  Iiy  authority  in 
January  each  year.     6s. 

CoBTENTs. — Staff  of  the  College ;  Prospectus  for  the  Tear : 
Table  of  Marks ;  Syllabus  of  Course  of  Study ;  Leave  and 
Pension  Rules  of  Indian  Service ;  Class  and  Prise  Lists  ;  Past 
Students  serving  in  India  :  Entrance  Examination  Papers,  &c. 

Corbet  (K,  E.>  A  Pleasure  Trip  to  India,  during  the  Tint 
of  H.B.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  aAerwards  to  Ceylon. 
BjMra.CoEBsT.   Illustrated  with  Photos.  Crown  8vo.   7b.  6d. 

Orodand  (Kra.  V.)  Storiei  of  the  City  of  London ;  BetoM 
for  Youthful  ReadeTB.    By  Mrs.  Niwton  Choslanii.   Wiih  ten 
niuslratiooB.     Cr.  8vo.     6s. 
Huh  StorJM  nn^  from  the  nrij  davf  of  Old  London  Bridge  and  tba 

Satdemeiit  of  ths  Knight*  TeiapUn  in  EtigUnd  to  the  time  of  Uie  Qordoo 

Eioti ;  n-ilh  inoidenti  in  the  Life  of  Brunei  in  relktioa  to  the  ThamM 

Tunnel  g  namted  trom  PenonBl  raoollectioni. 
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Cntin  of  H.1I.S.  "Galatea," 

OaptBin  H.R  H.  the  Duke  of  Kdiiibui^li,  K.U.,  iu  1867  — 1S68. 
By  the  IIkv.  John  Mu.neb,  B.A..  Cliaplaiii ;  and  Oswald  W. 
Briehly.  Illustrated  by  a  Pliotogragjli  of  H.K.U..  the  Duke 
of  Edinburgh  ;  aud  by  Cliromo-Lithogiaphs  and  Graphotypea 
from  Sketches  taken  on  the  spot  by  O.  W.  Briebly.  8vo.    IBs. 

Danveri  (Fred.  Chas.)  Oa  Goal. 

With  Reference  lo  Screeuins.  Transport,  Jtc.  Hvo.  IOb.  6d. 
Danmaa  (£.)  Horaea  of  the  Sahara,  aod  the  Hannen  of  the 
Desert.  l>y  K.  D.U'hak.  Ueneralof  the  Division  Commanding 
at  Burdeiiux,  Senator,  Ac,  Ac,  With  CommentarieB  by  the 
Emir  Abd-el-Kadir  (Authorized  Edition).     8to.     tie. 

"  We  hava  rarely  read  a  work  giving  a  more  pictureiqnB  and,  at  tha 
tame  time,  practical  account  of  the  maanera  and  cuatoma  ofa  psople,  than 
thi»  book  on  the  ArabB  nnd  their  horaea."— Srfiiiii»yi  Conranf. 

Deighton  (K)  Shakespeare's  King  Henry  the  Fifth. 

Wiib  Noifs  anil  iiii  I nirodui'tioii.    By  K.  Deeohtok,  Principal 

of  Agra  (College.     Crawu  Svo.     5s, 

Dettmetian  of  Life  by  Snakes,  Hydrophobia,  See.,  in  Western 
IriJiii.     By  an  Ex-CoMMiBSioNER.     Fcap.     2s.  IJd. 

Biohlna,  |F.  T.)  Chiuhingnra :  or  the  Loyal  League. 

A  Japanese  Uomarice.  Translated  by  Frederick  V.  DrcKjNS, 
Sc.B..  of  the  Middle  Temple,  Harris terat- Law.  With  Notes 
and  an  Appendix  conlainiiig  a  Metrical  Version  of  the  Ballad 
of  Takasiiko.  and  a  specimen  of  the  Original  Text  in  Japanese 
>sharacter.  Illustrated  by  numerous  Engravings  on  Wood, 
drawn  and  <r\euiiti>d  by  Japanese  artists  and  printed. on 
Japanese  paper.     8vo.     10s.  tld. 

Soran  (Dr.  J.)  "  ^leir  Hiqertiei  Serranti" : 

Annali)  of  the  English  Stage.  Actors,  Authors,  and  Audiences 
From  Thomas  Bettertou  to  Edmund  Eean.      By  Dr.  Dobah, 
B'.S.A.,  Author  of  "  Table  Traits,"  "  Lives  of  the  Qneens  of 
England  of  the  House  of  Hanover."  &c.     Post  6to.     6s. 
"  Every  page  of  the  nork  is  barbed  with  wit,  and  will  make  ita  wsj 

point  foremoit proiidea  antactainount  for  the  moit  diveTS* 

taate»." — Daify  Neai, 

Drory  (CoL  H.)  The  Useful  Plants  of  India, 

With  Notices  of  their  chief  value  in  Commerce,  Medicine, 
ftud  the  Arts.  By  Colonel  Heber  DRtisi.  Second  Edition, 
with  Additions  and  Corrections.     Royal  8to,     16s. 


1,  Google         — 
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Edward!  (6.  BntberUnd)  A  Pemale  Hihilirt. 

By   liiHHEBT  Lavioke.     Trnnslated  from  the   French  by  G. 

SuTHERLAHD  Edwards.     Crown  t*vo.     93. 
Edwards  (H.  S.)  The  lyrioal  Drama :  Estayi  on  Sobjeots, 

Compoaers,  and  E^eculams  of  Modern  Opera.  Bj  H.  Sutheb- 
LANo  Edwards,  Author  of  "  The  Russians  at  Home  and 
Abroad,"  &c,     Tno  vols,     Crowii  8vo.    3U. 

Edwarda'  (H.  B.)  The  Emsiaiu  At  Home  and  the  Bnuisna 
Abroad.  Sketches.  Unpolitiual  and  FoUUcat,  of  Buesian  Life 
under  Alexander  II.  By  H.  Sothehi^ahd  Edwards.  3  vols.. 
Crown  8vo,     Sis. 

Eyre,  (H^for-Oeneral  Sir  V.),  K.C.S.I.,  G.B.  The  Kabul  In- 
eurrection  of  1811-42.  Bevised  and  corrected,  from  Lieat. 
Eire's  Original  Manuscript.  Edited  by  Colonel  G.  B. 
fifALLBSoir,  C.S.I.  Crown  8to.,  with  Map  and  Dlustra- 
tionB.    9s. 

Pearon  (A)  Kenneth  Trelawny. 

By  Alec  Feabon.  Author  of  "  Toucii  not  the  Nettle." 
2  vols.     Crown  8vo,     2l8. 

Oaniok  (H.  B.  W.)  KansnUu  and  Sondar  Sinffh ;  a  Hindu 
Tiile.  Hindustani  aud  Euj^llsh.  With  24  Illustrations.  Bv 
H.  B.  W.  Gaurick.     4to.     la.  Od. 

Oaietteen  of  India. 

Thornton,  4  vols..  8vo.     £2  1  da. 
8vo.     2l8. 
(N.W.P.,  4c.)  -2  vols.,  8to.     269. 

Qasetteer  of  Sonthem  India. 

With  the  Tenasscrim  Piuvinces  and  Singapore.  Cotaptled 
from  oiiginal  and  aulliontic  sources.  Accompanied  by  an 
Atlas,  including  plans  uf  oil  the  principal  towns  and  canton- 
ments.    Royal  8vo.  with  4to.  Atlas.     £3  3s. 

Eteography  of  India. 

Comprising  an  account  of  British  India,  and  the  various  states 
euclosed  and  adjoiuing.     Fcap.  pp.  iiO.     3s. 

Oeological  Papen  on  Weatem  India. 

Including  Cutch.  Scinde,  and  the  south-east  coast  of  Arabia. 
To  which  is  added  a  Summary  of  the  Geology  of  India  gene- 
rally. Edited  for  the  Government  by  Hekbt  J.  Cartkr, 
Assistant  Sni^eon,  Bombay  Army.  Royal  8vo.  with  folio 
Atlas  of  maps  and  plates ;  half-bound,     f  3  as. 


D,^.;.-.=  i,  Google 


IB,  Waterloo  Place,  Pall  Mall. 


OiUmore  (Parker)  Enoonjiten  irith  Wild  Bsaite. 

Bjr  Pakees  G-illmobb,  Author  of  "The  Great  Thirst 
Laod,"  'A  Bide  Through  Hostile  Africa,"  £o.  With  Ten 
full-page  IDiistTBtions.     Cr.  8vo.     7s.  6d. 

GlyiL  (A.  0.)  HiBtoiy  of  Civilisation  in  the  Tiftb  Oentorj. 

Translated  bj  permission  from  the  French  of  A.  Frederic 
Ozanam,  late  Professor  of  Foreign  Literature  to  the  Faculty 
of  Letters  at  Paris.  B;  AauBv  C.  GLyii,  B.A,,  of  the  Inaar 
Temple,  Bariister-at-Iiaw.     i  vols.,  post  8vo.     £1  Is. 

GoldBtuoker  (Prof,  nteodore),  The  Ute.  The  Literary  R». 
mains  of.     With  a  Memoir.     S  vols.  6to.     2Is. 

Oraltam  (Alex.)  IJenealo^oal  and  Chronological   TaUea, 

illustratiTe  of  Indian  History.     4to.     &s. 

Edeene  (7.  T.)  The  Rnasiao  Army  and  ita  Oantpaigiu  in 
Turkey  in  1877-1878.  By  F  V.  Greene,  First  Lieutenant 
in  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  U.S.  Army,  and  lately  Military 
Aiuiclie  to  the  Unitod  States  Legation  at  St  Petersburg.  8vo. 
With  Atlas.     3-is.     Second  Edition. 

Oreene  (F.  V.)  Sketohes  of  Army  Life  in  Rnuia. 

Crown  Hvo.     Os. 

Orifath  (B&lph  T.  H.)  Birth  of  tlte  War  God. 

A  Poem.  By  Kalidasa.  Translated  from  the  Sanscrit  into 
English  Verse.     By  Ralph  T.  H.  Griffith.     Bvo.    6a. 

Hall  (E.  H.)  Lands  of  Plenty,  for  Healtli,  Sport,  and  Profit 
British  North  America.  A  Book  for  all  TraTellera  and 
Settlers.  By  E.  Hepple  Hall.  F.S.S.  Oroivn  8vo.,  with 
Maps.     da. 

Hall't  Trigonometry. 

The  Elements  of  Plane  and  Spheriital  Trigonometry.  With  an 
Appendix,  containing  the  solution  of  the  Problems  id  Nauticsl 
Astronomy.  For  the  uhc  of  Schools.  By  the  Ret.  T.  O, 
Hall,  M.A.,  Professor  of  Mathematics  in  King's  College, 
London.     12mo.     Ss. 

Handbook  of  Befereneo  to  the  Xap*  of  India. 

Giving  the  Lat.  and  Long,  of  places  of  note.  18mo.  Ss.  6d. 
■»*  mtteitt  ha  foiai  a  vaiuabla  Conpaniom  to  lUun.  Allen  i[  On.' 
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Haroonrt  (Ilaj.  A.  F.  P.)  Down  by  the  Dtavle. 

By  Major  A.  F.  P.  Harcouiit,  li.ngal  Siaft"  CorpB,  aulliur  of 
•■  Kuoloi),  Iidhuul,  and  Spili,"  "  'I'lif  SlinkBs[itiii-e  Arntm*,"*!:. 
2  Vula.  in  oii<>.  f-rowii  Svt..     «s. 

Holden  (E.  S.)  Sir  Villiam  HsraclLeL  His  Lift  and  Worki. 
By  Edwarh  S-  Holden,  United  States  Naval  Oliservafirr 
Washinglon.     Cr.  S»o.  fifi. 

Holland. 

Bj  Edmondo  de  AmieiH,  Translated  fmra  the  Iralian  l>y 
Cabouke  TiLTOM.     Crown  8vo.     10s.  &d 

Hon^h  (Lient-Col.  W.)  Frecedenta  in  Hilitary  Law, 

8vo.  cloth.     258 
Hl^bM  (Ker.  T.  P.)  N«te*  on  KnhamTnnJunimi. 

Second  Editioii.  Revised  and  Enlarged.     Fcap,  Bvo.     08. 

Hattaa  (J.)  Thnga  and  Daeoita  of  India. 

A  Populai'  Account  uf  tbe  Tbugs  and  Dscoits,  the  Hcrcditai] 
Gorotters  and  Gang  Robbers  of  India.     By  James  HtnTO\. 
Post  8vo.     58. 
India  Direotoiy  (The). 

For  the  Guidance  of  Conimauder»  of  Steamers  and  Sailing 
Vessels.  Founded  upon  the  Work  of  the  late  L'aptain  Jahxs 
HoRSBUROH,  F.K.S. 

Part  I. — The  East  Indies,  and  Inteijacent  Ports  of  Africa 
and  South  America.  Revised,  E.ttended.  and  llluatrated  with 
Charts  of  Winds.  Currents.  Paatages,  Variation,  and  Tides. 
B7  CoHMANDRR  Alkrkd  Dunoas  Taylob,  F.R.G.S.,  Superiu- 
tendentofMarineSurreys  to  the  (iovernmentof  India.  £1  18s. 

Part  II.— The  China  Sea,  wiih  the  Ports  of  Java,  Australia 
and  Japan  and  the  Indian  An-hipelago  Harbours,  as  well  as 
those  of  New  Zealand.  IllustraLe<l  with  Charts  of  the  Winds, 
Currents,  Passages,  &c.     By  tho  aonir.     (In  pr^aration.) 

Iii<|i%'n  and  Military  Law. 

Mahoramedan  Law  of  Inheritance,  &c.  A  Manual  of  the 
H&hommedan  Law  of  laheritance  and  Oontract ;  oomprUiiig  tke 
Doctrins  of  the  Soonee  and  Sheu*  SiThoob,  and  based  upon  tiie  tut 
of  Sir  H,  W.  li[ACitAOHTi:4'H  Principlea  and  Frecedeuta,  together 
with  the  DdciBioni  of  tlie  Priij  Council  and  High  Courts  of  Uw 
Prwidencies  in  Indin.  For  tho  use  of  Schools  and  Stadenta.  Bj 
Stahdiph  Qbov*  Gsadt,  Bamater-Bt-Law,  lUader  of  Hindoo, 
Hahommedau,  and  Indtao  Lsw  to  tha  Inni  of  Court.    Sto.     14b. 
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Hedaya,  or  Guide,  a  Commentary  on  tbe  Mussulman  Laws, 
tmulated  bj  order  of  tbe  OorerooT-Qeneral  anil  Council  of  Bengal. 
Bj  CHASLsa  Haxiltov.  Second  Edition,  with  Preftce  and  Index 
b;  Stahdisb  Gbotb  Okast.  8to.   £1  15a. 

InBtituUs  of  Menu  in  English.  The  Institutes  of  Hindu 
La<r  or  the  Ordinaccei  of  Menn,  aocording  to  Olosa  of  Collncca, 
'Comprising  the  Indian  Sjstem  of  Duties,  Beligioua  and  CiTil, 
Terbalij'  translated  from  the  Original,  with  a  Preface  b;  Sia  Wixliam 
JoHFS,  and  collated  witb  the  Sanecrit  Text  b;  QbaTks  Chamkit 
Hacghtdk,  U.A.,  F.B.S.,  Frofesior  of  Hindu  Literature  in  tbe 
EiBt  India  College.  Sew  edition,  witb  Fretaoe  and  Index  by 
Stahdish  a.  Gkaot,  Bamater-at-Law,  and  Bender  of  Hindu, 
Uahommedan,  and  Indian  Law  to  tbe  Inne  of  Court.  8to.,  olotb.  IXa, 

Indian  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure.  Being  Act  X.  of  I87rf, 
Pasaed  bj  the  OoTeraor-General  of  India  in  ConocU  on  tbe  2Gtll  of 

April,  1872.    8to.    12>. 

Indian  Code  of  Civii  Pi-ocedute.    Being  Act  X.  of  1877.    Svo. 

10a. 
Indian  Code  of  Civil  Procedure.     In  the  form  of  Questione 

and   Anawera,    with    Biplanator;  and   Illa*traliTe  Notca.      B; 

AvoiLO  J.  Lewis,  Barriater-at-lair.     IZmo.    lia.  6d. 

Indian  Penal  Code.     In  the  Form  of  QueRtiona  aud  Anawera. 


Hindu  Law.  Principally  witb  reference  U)  Bucb  portions  of  it 
aa  ooQcsm  the  Adioiniatration  of  Juatice  in  the  Coarta  ID  India. 
B;  SiK  Thohai  Btbahob,  lata  Chief  Juitioe  of  Madraa.  2  Tola. 
Boyal  8*o.,  1830.    2U. 

Hindu  Law.  Defence  of  the  Daj'a  Bhaga.  Notice  of  tlie 
Caae  on  FroeooaoCoouiBr  I^ore'a  Will.  Judgment  of  the  Judunal 
Committee  of  the  Prir^  CouuoU.  Eian^ination  of  auoh  Judgmmt. 
By  JoHV  CocHBANl,  Barriater-at-Law.     Bojal  8to.    SOa. 

Law  and  Customs  of  Hindu  Castea,  within  tbe  Dekhtui  Pro- 
Tinoea  subject  to  the  Preaidenoj  of  Bombay,  chiefly  aflbotiiig  CirU 
Buita.    By  Abthvr  Stbblb.     Eoyal  8to.    £1  la. 

Moohummudan  I^aw  of  Inheritance.     (Sea  page  25.) 

Chart  of  Hindu  InheriUnce.  Witb  an  Explanatory  Treatise, 
By  Alhabio  Bumbbt.    8to.    Sa.  6d. 

Manual  of  Mihtary  Law.  For  ell  ranks  of  tbe  Army,  Militia 
and  Volunteer  Serricea.  By  Colonel  J.  K.  Pipolr,  Aiiiat.  Adjutant 
General  at  Head  Quartera,  A,  1.  F.  CouJlB,  Eaq.,  of  the  Inner 
Temple,  Barriatar-at-Law.     Third  and  Bariaad  Edition.    Pooket 
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Precedents  in  Military  Law  ;  including  the  Practice  of  Courts- 
Hutial ;  the  Uods  of  Coadncting  Trials ;  the  Duties  of  OfBoen  at 
Militaiy  Courts  of  Inquests,  CaurtB  of  loqaiiy,  Courts  of  Bequests, 
ie.,  &0.     The  following  are  ■  portion  of  thn  Contents  :— 

1.  Hilitarj  L»ir.  2.  Martial  Law.  3.  Courts-Uartial.  4. 
Comts  at  iDquirv,  6.  Courts  of  Inquest.  6.  Courts  of  Bequest. 
7.  Forms  of  Courts-UsrtiaL  8,  Freoedents  of  Militaij  Law. 
9.  Trials  of  Arson  to  Bape{AlphabeticsJlTsrrvigeil.)  10.  BebellioD*. 
11.  Biots.  12.  MiMelWeoas.  B;  I^euU-Col.  W.  Hosoh,  lat« 
ficpotf  Jodge-AdTocate-Qfoeral,  Bmgal  Army,  and  Author  of 
aereral  Works  on  Courta-MartiBL  One  thick  8to.  toI.  35s. 
The  Practice  of  Courts  Martial.  B;  Hough  iLoKO.  Thick  8vo. 
London,  1825.  SSs. 
Indian  Criminal  Law  and  FrooAdnre, 

Including  the  Procedure  in  the  High  Courts.  a.t  well  as  that  in 
the  Courts  not  established  by  Royal  Charter ;  with  Fano:*  of 
Charges  and  Notes  on  Evidence,  illustrated  by  a  large  number 
of  EngHah  Coses,  And  Cases  decided  in  the  High  Courts  of 
India:  and  an  Appendix  of  selected  Acts  passed  by  the 
Legislative  Council  relating  to  Criminal  matters.  By  M.  H. 
aTAUJNO,  Esq.,  LL.B.  &  F.  B.  Constable,  M.A.  Third 
edition,  fivo.  £3  2g. 
ruilian  Tnfttntiwiilfl 

lis  Origin,  Progress,  and  Suppression.  By  Johk  Cavk-Bbowk, 
M.A.     8vo.     5s. 
IrwlD  (H.  C.)  The  Garden  of  India ;  or  Chapteri  on  Oudli 
History  and  Affurs.     By  H.  C.  Irwin,  B.A.  Oion..  Bengal 
Civil  Service.     8vo.     12s. 
Jaekaon  (Lt-CoL  B.)  Xilitary  SarTejing,    ft     l^\-o.      Us. 

(See  pi^  'JO). 
Jaokiott  (Lowii  S'A.)  Hydranlio  Kanoal  and  ^Working 
Tables,  Hydraulic  and  Indian  Meteorological  Statistics. 
Published  under  the  patronage  of  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Secretary  of  StaU  for  India.  ByLowrsD'A.  Jacksos.  8vo.  29b. 
Jaokaon  (Lowls  D'A.)  Canal  and  Cnlrort  Tables. 

Based  on  the  Formula  of  Kutter,  under  a  Modified  Classi- 
frcatioii.  with  Explanatory  Text  and  Examples.  By  Lowis 
D'A.  JACKaoN,  A.MXC.E.,  author  of  "  Hydraulic  Mi^')'"^' 
and  Statistics,"  &«.  Roy.  8vo.  283. 
Jaokfon  (L.  D'A.)  Pocket  Lograrithiiu  and  other  Tablet  for 
Ordinary  Oalculatdons  of  Quantity,  Cost,  Interest,  Annuities, 
Assurance,  nnd  Angular  Functions,  obtaining  Rmalta  correct 
in  the  Fourth  figure.     By  Lowis  D'A.  Jackson. 
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Jaoluon  (L.  S'A.)  Accented  Fonr-Pignre  Lograrithma,  and 

other  Tablea.  For  purposes  both  of  Ordinary  and  of  Trigono- 
metrical {'slculaiion,  and  for  the  Correction  of  AltiludcB  and 
Lunar  Distances.  Arranged  and  accented  by  Lowis  D'A. 
.Taokson,  A.M.S.C.E.,  Author  of  "  Canal  and  Culvert  Tables," 
"  Hydraulic  Manual,"  4c,  Crown  8vo.  98. 
James  (A.  6.  7.  Eliot)  Indian  IndoshreB. 

By  A.  G.  F.  Eliot  Jambb,  Author  of  ■'  A  Guide  to  Indian 
Household  Management,"  &o.     Crown  Bvo.     98. 

COHTSBTB! — Indira  Agrioultnre  ;  Beer;  Cicao  ;  CtrpeU;  Cereals  i 
ChemicalB  ;  CinolionB  ;  Coffee  ;  Cotton  ;  Drugs  ;  Djeing  and  Colouring 
Uaterialii  Fibroog  Snbstanoea;  Forest^;  Hides;  Skins  and  Eonis  i 
Qum*  and  Beeinii  Irrigation;  Itoij  )  Mining;  Oils;  Opium;  Paper; 
Pottsrj;  Bjots;  Seeds;  Silk;  Spicea  ;  Sugar;  Tea  i  '  ToImcoo  ;  Wood; 
Wool.  Table  of  Exports.  Index. 
Jerrold  (Blanoliard)  at  Home  in  P&rii. 

2  Vols.     Post  8vo.     Ifla. 
Joyner  (Krs.)  Oypmi :  Hiitorioal  and  Deioriptive. 

Adapted  from  the  German  of  Herr  Franz  Von  Loheb.  With 

much  additional  matter.      By  Mrs.   A.   Batsoh    Joinkr. 

Crown  Svo.     With  3  Maps.     10a.  fld. 

Kaye  (Sir  J.  W.)  The  Sepoy  War  in  India. 

A  History  of  the  Sepoy  War  in  India.  1857— 18&8.  By  Sir 
John  Wiluau  Kaye,  Author  of  "  The  History  of  the  War  in 
Afghaniatan."  Vol.  I,  Svo.  IHs,  Vol.  II.  £1.  Vol.  Ill.jei. 
CoNTESTaoF  Vol.  I. : — Book  I. — iNTBoDUCroaY. — The  Con- 
quest of  the  Puiyab  and  Pegu. — The  "  liight  of  I^pse." — The 
Annexation  of  Gude. — Progress  of  Englishism.  Book  II. — The 
Sepoy  Army:  its  Rise,  Progress,  and  Decline. — Early  His- 
tory of  the  Native  Array. — Deteriorating  Influences, — The 
Sindh  Mutinies. — The  Puojaub  Mutinies.  Discipline  of  the 
Bengal  Army.  Book  III, — The  Outbreak  of  the  Mutiky. — 
Lord  Canning  and  his  Council.— The  Oude  Administration  and 
the  Persian  War. — The  Rising  of  the  Storm. — The  First 
Mutiny, — Progress  of  Mutiny. — Excitement  in  Upper  India. — 
Bursting  of  the  Storm. — Appkkdix, 

Contents  of  Vol  II.: — Book  IV. — The  Rising  in  thb 
North-west.  -  The  Delhi  History. — The  Outbreak  at  Meerut. 
— The  Seizure  of  Delhi.— Calcutta  in  May, — Last  Days  of 
General  Anson, — The  March  upon  Delhi.  Book  V, — Pbo- 
ORBbs  of  Rebellion  in  Upper  India — Benares  and  Alla- 
habad.— Cawnpore. — The  March  to  Cawnpore. — KeKKcupation 
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of  Cannpore.  Book  VI. — The  Punjab  and  Delhi. — First 
CoaflicU  in  the  PunJBb, — Pexbawur  and  Rawul  Pinder. — Pro- 
gress of  EveuU  in  the  Punjab. — Delhi. — First  Weeks  of  the 
Siege. — Progress  of  the  Sit-ge. — The  Last  Succours  from  the 
Punjab. 

CoNTtNTM  OK  Vol  111.  I— liiiuit  VU.— Bkngal,  Behab, 
AND  THE  NoKTH-wEST  Pkovinces. — At  the  Seat  of  G ovcm- 
iiienL — The  Insarrection  in  Behar. — The  Siege  of  Arrah. — 
Behar  and  Bengal.  Book  VII[.— Muliky  asd  Eebbi.ijon 
IN  THK  NoBTH-wEsT  PROVINCES. — Agra  in  Maj-. — liisui-rec- 
tiou  in  the  Districts. — Biaring  of  the  Native  Chiefs.— Agra  in 
June,  Jul}-,  August  and  Septemlicr.  Book  IX. — Lvcknow 
AND  Delhi. —Eebeilion  in  Oiide. — Itevolt  iu  the  Dislricla.— 
Lucknow  in  June  and  July.— The  siege  and  Capture  of  Delhi. 
(For  continuation,  see  "  History  of  the  Indian  Mutiny,"  by 
Colonel  C  B.  Malleson,  p.  19.) 

Kaye  (Sir  J.  W.)  Eiitory  of  the  War  in  Afgrhaoistim. 
New  edition.     9  Vols.     Crown  8to.     £1,  Us. 

Kaye  (Sir  J.  W.)  H.  St.  0.  Tack«r'a  Life  and  Correapondcaice. 
Hvo.     lOs. 

Kaye  (Sir  J.  W.)  Hemorialfc  of  Indian  OoTemments. 
By  H.  St.  George  Tucker.     8vo.     10s. 

Eeatingre  (Ktb.)  Eng^ligh  Hflmes  in  India. 

By  Mrs.  Keatingk.  Parti. — The  Three  Loves.  Part  II. — 
The  Wrong  Tuniing.     Two  vols.,  Post  f<vo.     l6s. 

K««ifl  (H.  0,)  Hogul  Empire. 

From  the  death  of  Auruugzeb  to  the  overthrow  of  the  Mabratta 
Power,  by  Hekrv  Gkorge  Kebke,  B.C. 8.  Second  edition. 
With  Map.     8vo.     10s.  6d. 

Thii  Work  fills  Tip  a  blank  between  the  ending  of  Elphimtoiu'a 
and  the  comnteHrement  of  Thomton't  Histories. 

Eeene  (H.  G.)  Adniiniatratioa  in  India. 
Post  8vo.     58. 

Eeene  (H.  0.)  Peepal  I.eaveB. 

Poems  written  in  India.     Post  8vo.  3s. 

Eeene    H.  6.).    The  Turks  in  India. 
Historical  Chapters  on  the  Adminietration  of  Hindostao  by 
the  Chugtai  Tartar,  Babcir,  and  his  Desceudante.    12b.  6d. 

Latliam  (Br.  B.  8.)  Euii      and  Tnrk, 

From  a  Geographical,  blthnoiogical,  and  Historical  Point  of 
View.     8vo.     18b. 
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Laui«  (CoL  W.  7.  B.)  Onr  BuawM  Tan  and  B«latioiu 

with  Bunna.  With  a  Summary  of  Bventt  from  182fl  to 
)879,  including  a  Steteh  of  Kinfi;  Theebau's  Progrera.  With 
varioua  Local,  3tatiatioiil,  and  Coramerciat  Information.  Bj 
Colonel  W.  F.  B.  Lauhie,  Aulhor  of  ■'  Biuigoon,"  "  Nairative 
of  the  Secoad  Burmese  War,"  Ac.  Svo.  With  Plana  and  Map. 
16b. 
Lm  (7.  e.)  The  Ohnnib  nndtr  ftiuen  EUnbath. 

An  Historical  Sketch.  By  the  Rev.  F.  G.  Lbe,  D.D,  Two 
Vols.,  Crown  8vo.     -Jla. 

Lae  (F.  0.)  The  Wordi  from  tha  Otoh:    Saras  Saimau 

for  Lent.  Passion-Tide,  and  Holy  Week.     By  the  Eev.  F.  G. 
Leb,  D.D.    Third  edition  revisod.     Foap.     3b.  8d. 
La«  (F.  a.)  OrdCT  Ont  ef  Ohaoa.     Two  8ennons.    By  th« 
Rev.  Frederick  Gborox  Lee,  D.D.     Foap.  -2s.  6d. 

Lae'i  (St.  T.  V.)  Drain  of  BUvar  to  tha  Saat 

Post  8vo.     As. 
Le  Xawnricr  (Kaj.  A.)  Kandahar  ia  1879. 

Beiog  the  Diai^  of  Major  A.  Le  Mebbdrier,  R.K.,   Brigad« 

Major  R.E,  with  the  Quetta  Column.     Crown  8to.     8b. 
Lawin  (T.  H.)  Wild  Saoei  of  tha  South  Saatam  Trontiar  of 

India.    Including  an  Account  of  the  Loehai  Coantry.   By  Cant. 

T.  H.  Lbwih,  Dep.  Comm.  of  Hill  TnotB.   Foot  8n>.  10b.  ftd. 

Lewis  (A.  J.)  Indian  Penal  Codot 

In  the  Form  of  Queationa  and  Answers.  With  Explanaton 
and  [lluBtrative Notes    ByANOBLO  J.  Lewis.   PoatSvo.  7b.  Od. 

Laria  (A.  J.)  Indian  Code  of  Oiril  Proeadnra. 

In  the  Form  of  Questions  and  Answers.  With  Explanatory 
and  Illustrative  Notes.  BjAhuelo  J.Lswts.  PoetSTO.  ISs.ftd. 

Iwdan  and  Bnkine'i  Baber. 

Memoirs  of  Zehir-eu-Din  Muhahmed  Babbb,  Ekpbkob  of 
HtHnusTAN,  written  by  himself  in  the  Jaghatai  Turki,  and 
translated  rartly  by  the  late  John  Leyden,  Esq.,  M.D.,  and 
partly  by  Wiluah  Erskike,  Esq.,  with  Notes  and  n  Qeo- 
grapfaical  and  Historical  Introduction,  together  with  a  Map  of 
the  Countries  between  tlie  Oxus  and  Jaxartes,  and  a  Memoir 
regarding  its  constmction.  By  Chahi.rs  WADoiKaroK.  of  the 
East  India  Company's  Engineers.    4to.   Lond.   1 896.    £1  Si 
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UuoMrf  •  Mtd  Finoott't  PriKitiv*  and  Ttaiwssl  Lam  of 

the  Farmation  and  d^veloptnent  of  lan^iuege  ;  a  itational  and 
Inductive  System  fout<ded  on  the  Natural  Basis  of  Onomatops. 
Hvo.     1^.  6d.  • 

Lookwood  (Bd.)  Hfttnral  History,  Bport  and  Travel 

By  EdwjIkd  Lockwood,  Bengal  Civil  Service,  late  Ma^strate 
of  Moiigbjr.    Crown  8vo.    With  tiunieroiiB  Illustrations,    fls, 

Lovell  (Vioe-Adm.)  Fernnal  HarratiTe  of  Ereati  from 
1709  10  1816.  With  Auecdotea.  Bj  tlie  late  Vice-Adra.  Wm, 
SriKHOPELovEix,  B.N.,K  H.  Second  edition.  Crown  8to.  Is. 

HaeOr^or  (CoL  C.  H.)  NairatiTe  of  a  Journey  through 
the  Province  of  KborasBan  and  on  the  N.  W,  Frontier  of 
Afghanistan  in  1875.  By  Colonel  C.  M.  ItfAcaBtaoa, 
O.S.I.,  CLE.,  Benjral  Staff  Corp*.  S  vols.  8vo.  With 
maj>  and  numerous  illustratiocs,    30^. 

Kaokay  (C.)  Ls^  and  wbat  eame  of  it    A.  Tale  of  our 

Times.     By  CHAitLEs  M&ckav,  LL.O.     Three  vols,     file.  6d, 

HbW  ('■)  Bound  Cinnive  widi  the  Crowd. 

Crown  8»-o.     &b. 
Ma^enii  (Lady  Louisa)  Th«  Ohalloago  of  Barlotta.    By  Mhs- 
simo  DAzeglio.     H^ndeied  iuto  English    by   Lady    LorisA 
Maoknis.      ^  vols.,  crown  Bvn.      'A\s. 

Hallemn  (CoL  G.  B.)  Final  Fronoh  StmgglM  in  India 
and  on    the    Indiau    Seas.      lucluding    as    Account  of   the 

Capture  of  the  Ules  of  Fwnre  and  Aourhoii,  and  Sketches 
of  the  most  eminent  Foieign  Adtenturcrs  in  ludia  up  to 
the  period  of  thut  Capture.  With  an  Appendix  containing 
en  Account  of  the  Expedition  fh>m  India  to  Egypt  in  IttOl. 
By  Colonel  G.  B.  Mau,e«>n.  C.8.1.  Crown  fro.  lOs.  6d. 
■alleion  (CoL  Q.  B.)  History  of  Afghanistan,  from  the 
Earliest  Period  to  the  Outbreak  of  tha  War  of  1878.  8»o. 
2nd  Edition.     With  Map.     I8s. 

Malleion  (OoL  0.  B.)  Herat:  The  Garden  and  Granary  of 
Central  Asia.     With  Map  and  Ind<!\.     8^0.     8:< 

KalleMn   (CoL  G.  B.)    History  of  the   Indian  Kntiny, 

lo&T-IS&»,  commencing  froui  the  close  of  the  Second 
Volume  of  Sir  John  h>aye'e  Histojy  of  ^e  Sepoy  War. 
Vol.  I.     8»o.     With  Map.     208. 
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CosTBma. — Calcutta  in  Maj  and  June. — William  Tayler 
and  VinoMit  Eyre. — How  Bihar  and  CalcutU  were  aav»i. — 
Mr.  Colvin  and  Agra. — Jhansi  and  Bandalkhaad. — Colonel 
Burand  and  Holkar. — Sir  Geo^e  Lawrenoe  and  Rtyputaos. — 
Brigadier  Polwbele'a  great  battle  and  its  reaults. — -Bareli, 
Rohijkhand,  and  Farakhabad. — The  relation  of  the  annexa- 
tion ol'  Oudh  to  the  Mutiny. — Sir  Henry  Lawrence  and  the 
Mutiny  in  Undh.  — The  uiege  of  Lakhnao. — The  first  relief  of 
Lakhnao. 

Vol.  n.— The  Storming  of  Dellii,  the  Relief  of  Lnck- 
now,  the  Two  Battles  of  Cawnpore,  the  Campaign  in 
Bohilkhand,  and  the  movements  of  Uie  several  Columns 
in  the  N.W.  Provinces,  the  Azim^pirh  District,  and  on  the 
Eastern  and  South-Sastem  Frontiers.  8vo.  With  1  Flans. 
208. 

Vol.  III. — Bombay  in  1857.  Lord  Elphinslone.  March 
of  Wocrtburu's  (Jolumn.  Mr.  Seton-Karr  and  the  Southern 
Marathii  Country.  Mr.  Foijett  and  Bombay.  Asirgarh.  Sir 
Henry  Ourund.  March  of  Stuart's  Column.  Holkarand  Duraud. 
Malwa  Campaign.  Haidarabad.  Mtyor  C.  Davidson  and  Salar 
Jang.  Sagar  and  Nurbadi  Territory.  Sir  Bobert  Hamilton  and 
Sir  Hugh  Koae.  Central  India  Campaign,  Whitlock  and  Kirwi. 
Sir  Hugh  Eose  and  Gwaliar.  Le  Grand  Jacob  and  Western 
India.  Lord  Canning's  Oudh  policy.  Last  Campaign  in,  and 
pacification  of,  Oudh.  Sir  Bobeil  Napier,  Smith,  Michell,  and 
Tantia  Tojii.  Civil  Districts  during  the  Mutiny.  Minor 
Actions  at  Oiii-stations.    Conclusion.     8vo.     With  Plans.    20s. 


¥»initng  (Hn.)  Anoieiit  ukd  Ksduanl  India. 

Being  the  History.  Heiigion,  Laws,  Caste,  Manners  and 
Ciistoina.  Language.  Literature,  Poetry.  Philosophy,  Astronomy, 
Algebra,  ^lediuine,  Architecture,  Manufactures,  Commerce, 
&u..  of  the  Hindus,  taken  from  their  writings.  Amongst  the 
works  consulted  and  gleaned  from  may  be  named  the  Rig  Veda, 
Saina  Veda,  Yajur  Veda,  Sathapatha  Brahmana,  Bhagavat 
Gita,  The  Puranas,  Code  of  Manu,  Code  of  Yajnavalkja, 
Milakshara.  Day  a  Bbaga,  Mahabbarata,  Atriya,  Charaka, 
Susruta,  liamayaua,  Raghu  Vansa,  Bhattikavya,  Sakimtala, 
Vikramorvasi,  Malati  and  Madhava,  Mudrs  Eakshaaa,  Katna- 
vali,  Kuraara  Sambhava,  Prabodha,  Chandrodaya,  Megha  Duta, 
Gita  Govinda,  Penchatantra,  Ilitopadesa.  Katha  Snrit,  Sagara, 
Ketala,  Panchavinsati,  Dasa  Kumara  Cbarita,  Ac.  By  Mrs. 
Mannino,  with  Illustrations.     Q  vols.,  8vo.    30b. 
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Marrin  (Cluu.)  Kerr,  the  Queen  of  the  Werld  and  the  Soonrge 

of  the  Meii-sTealing  Turcomnns.    Bt  Chahlbs  Martin,  author 
of  "  The  Disastrous  Turcoman  Campaiffii,"  and  "  Grodekoff's 
Rid«  to  Herat"    "With  Portraits  and  Maps.     8vo.      IBs. 
Xarrln  (Cliae.)  Colonel  Orodekoff'i  Side  from  SunaroMid  to 
Herat,  through  Balkh  and  the  Uzbek  Sutes  of  AfghiiR  Turke- 
stan.    With  hia  own  March-roate  from  the  Oitos  to  Herat. 
By  Charles  Marvin.     Crown  8»o,     With  Portrait     89. 
Hairin  (Chai.)    The  Eye-Witneuei'  Aooonnt  of  t^  Suie- 
trous  Susbian  Campaign    against  the  Akhal  Tekke   Turco- 
mans: Describing  the  Itltirch  across  the  Buroing  Desert,  the 
Siorming  of  Dengeel    Tepe,  and  the  Disastrous  Ketreat  to 
the  Caspian.     Br  ChajOiXS  Habtiit.     With  ntimerona  Hapa 
and  Plans.     8to.     IBs. 
Kayhew  (Edward)  Slutrated  Hone  Dootor. 

Being  an  Accurate  and  Detailed  Account,  accompanied  bj 
more  than  400  Pictorial  Represeutationa,  characteriatic  of  the 
various  Diseasea  to  which  the  Equine  Race  are  subjected; 
together  with  the  latest  Mode  of  Treatment  and  all  the  re- 
quisite Prescriptions  written  in  Plain  Enghah.  Bj  Edward 
Maihew,    M.RC.V.S.     8vo.     I83.  6d. 

Contents, — The  Brain  and  Nervous  Sjatem. — The  Eyes.— 
The  Month— The  Nostrils.— The  Throat.— The  Chest  and  its 
contents. — The  Stomach.  Liver,  &o. — The  Abdomen. — The 
Urinary  Oi^ana,— The  Skin. ^Specific  Diseases. — Limbs. — 
The  Feet— Injuries- — Operations. 

"The  book  oohIhiu  aeixlj  600  page*  of  valiubtg  mBttcr,  whidi 
nBsota  grtmt  arsdtt  on  iti  author,  and,  owing  to  ita  pnotLoal  detaili,  the 
reault  ofdeep  Bcimtiflo  TeMnah,  dcMrvsa  ■  p|>ca  In  tlu  library  of  mescal, 
rMeriiiaiy,  and  noii-profewiODAl  reader*."— ibii. 

"  The  book  nimiihea  at  ouoe  the  buie  and  Ifae  antidote,  aa  the 
drawLDfi  ahoi*  the  horse  not  only  BuSbring  from  every  kind  of  diwaM^  but 
in  the  difforsnt  s(Ag«  of  it,  while  the  alphabetinil  Bummary  at  the  end  gives 
thecanie,  lymptoma  and  treatment  of  eaob." — lUmtlrattd  Lotidott  Nmet, 
Kayhew  (Edward)  Ultutrated  Hone  Hanagemani 

Containing  descriptive  remarks  upon  Aotttomy,  Medicine, 
Shoeing,  Teeth,  Food,  Vices,  Stables ;  likewise  a  plais  accoant 
of  the  situation,  nature,  aud  value  of  the  various  points ; 
together  with  commenia  on  grooms,  dealers,  breeders,  breakers, 
and  trainers;  Embellished  n-ith  more  than  4(10  engravings 
from  original  designs  made  expressly  for  this  work.  By  E. 
Maviibw.  a  new  Edition,  revised  and  improved  by  J.  1. 
Ldpton.  M.R.C.V.8.     8to.  iUa. 

CoNTENie. — The  body  of  the  horse  anatomically  oonsidered. 


u.^.;.v=l,C'OOglC 


13,  Watebloo  Plaob,  Pall  Mall.  31 

Puisic.— The  mode  of  admiDisteriug  it,  aod  minor  operations. 
SHOEiHa. — lu  origin,  its  uses,  and  iu  varieties.  Thk  T]::bTii. 
—Their  naturtil  growth,  and  the  abuses  to  which  they  are  liable. 
Food. — The  littest.  time  lor  feeding,  uud  the  kind  of  food 
which  the  horee  naturally  couaumes.  The  evils  which  ore 
occasioned  by  modem  stables.  The  faults  inseparable  from 
stables.  The  so-called  "  incapacitating  Tices,"  which  are  the 
resultti  of  injury  or  of  disease.  Stables  as  the}  should,  be. 
Gbooms. — Their  prejudices,  their  ii^uries,  aiid  their  duties. 
PoiNiv. — Their  mlative  importaoot)  and  where  to  look  fur  their 
development.  Bbbediho. — Its  inconsistencies  and  its  disap- 
pointments.  liitBAJUNQ  and  Tbaihiko. — Their  errors  and 
their  reeults. 

KayhAw  (Hanry)  German  Lift  and  Kanners. 

As  seen  in  Maxony.  With  an  account  of  Town  Life — Village 
Life — Fashionable  Life — Married  Life — School  and  University 
Dfe,  Ac.  Illustrated  with  Songs  and  lectures  of  the  Student 
Customs  at  the  University  of  Jena.  By  Hbnbt  Maihew, 
i  vols.,  8vo.,  with  numerous  illustrations.     IHs. 

A  Popular  Edition  of  tkt  above.  With  illustrations.    Cr.  bvo. 


If oCoih  (J.)  Advioa  to  Offloen  in  Iu^&. 

By  John  MoOusu,  M.U.     Post  Uvo.     tfs. 
X«adow  (T.)  VotM  on  China. 

Desultory  Notes  on  the  Government  and  People  of  China  and 

on  the  Chinese  Language.     By  T.  T.  U^adows.     8vo.    tis. 
Kennel  (S.)  Tnzksy  Old  and  Vew :  Hiitorical,  Oeopraphioal, 

and  StatisticaL     By  SvtaE&LAna  Mbhziks.     With  Map  and 

numerous  Illustrations.     -J  vols.,  Hvo.    d2s. 


Kilitarr  Worki— ohiafiy  iuued  by  the  OoTenunent. 

Field  Exercises  and  Evolutions  of  Infantry.    Pocket  edition.  Is. 
Queeu's  Regulations  and  Orders  for  the  Army.       Corrected  to 

1874.    8vo.   8*.   6d.     IntorlMTBd,  6a.   Sd.    Foekat  £di^i».  Is. 
Musketry  Regulations,  as  used  at  Uythe.    Is. 
Dtewt  Regulations  for  the  Army.     (Repriating.) 
Infantry  Sword  Exercise.     lUTi.     ttd. 
Inbntiy  Bugle  Sounds.     Od. 
Handbook  of  Battalion  Drill.     By  Lieut.  U,  C.  HUlok.     'is  ; 

or  with  Oonpuv  I>>A  >••  Ad. 
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Hemilbook  of  Brigade  Drill.     By  Lieut.  H.  C.  Slack.     Ss. 

Red  Book  for  Sei^eanta.  By  William  Bright,  Coloor- 
SergMst,  37th  Hiddleiei  B.T.    1>. 

Handbook  of  Gompaay  Drill ;  also  of  Skirmishiug,  KatUlion, 
and  Shelter  Trench  Drill     By  Lieut.  Csabixb  Suce.     Is. 

Elementary  acd  Battalion  Drill.  Condensed  and  Illustrated, 
together  with  duties  of  Companj  Offloen,  Harken,  &4>.,  in  Batta- 
lion.   B;  Captain  HiLTOic.    2s.  6d. 

Cftvaliy  Regulations.  For  the  Inatructioii,  Formations,  and 
Morementa  of  Caralr;.     Boyal  Std.    ^.  6d. 

Manual  of  Artillery  Exercises,  1873.     8to.     5s. 

Manual  of  Field  Artillery  Enerciaes.     1877.     3». 

Standing  Ordera  for  Royal  Artillery.     8to,     Sa. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Modem  Artillery.  By  Ll.-Col.  C. 
H.  OwxM,  B.A.    Sto,    lUnatmtod.    15a. 

Artillerist's  Manual  and  British  Soldiera'  Compendium.  By 
Uqor  F.  A.  OBtrnrsa.    11th  Bdition.    lia. 

Compendium  of  Artillary  Exercises — Smooth  Bore,  Field,  and 
GamMo  ArtiUety  for  fteserre  Foreea.  By  Captain  3.  U.  HeKeniie. 
9>.  6d. 

Principles  of  Gunnerj'.  By  John  T.  Hyde,  MA.,  late  Pro- 
feasor  of  FortiScation  and  Artillery,  Ro;al  Indian  Militwy  College, 
Addiaoombe.  Second  edition,  rerited  and  enl&rg^.  With  many 
Platea  and  Data,  and  Fhotogi«ph  of  Anrntrong  Chin.  Bojal  8ro. 
14*. 

Notes  on  Gunnery.  By  Captain  Goodeve.  iievised  Edition. 
Is. 

Text  Boob  of  the  Construction  and  Manufacture  of  iii6ed 
Ordnanea  io  the  Britiah  Serrioe.  By  Sioirvr  &  Joitbs.  Second 
Edition.     Papar,  Ss.  6d.,  Cloth,  fa.  6d. 

Treatise  on  Fortification  and  Artillery.  By  M^or  Hectob 
Stsuth.  Banaed  and  re-arrangsd  by  I^oiUB  Coox,  BJi.,  by 
JOHK  T.  Hni,  H.A.  7th  Edition.  Boyml8T0.  lUtutntadand 
Font  Hundred  Planj,  Cuts,  &o.    £i  Ss. 

Military  Surveying  and  Field  Sket<:hiiig.  The  Various 
Methods  of  CoDtourinv,  Levelling,  Sketching  without  Initrumenta, 
Scale  of  Shade,  Examplea  in  Hilitaiy  Drawing,  &c.,  Ac.,  &c.  As  at 
present  taught  in  the  Military  Collegea.  By  Abjor  W.  H.  BlOHAXsa, 
SGtb  Regiment,  Chief  QairiBon  InstrocUir  in  India,  Late  Initroe- 
tor  in  Military  Surveying,  Roy&l  Military  CoU^,  Sandhnnt. 
Second  Edition,  Sevised  and  Oorreoted.    lEa. 

Treatise  on  Military  Surveying ;  including  Sketching  in  the 
Field,  Plan-Dnwing,  Lerdling,  Military  ^Reconnaissance,  Ac.  By 
Lieut.-CoL  Basil  JJowos,  Uto  of  the  BotoI  Staff  Corps.  The 
Filth  Sdition.     8to.    Blnstrated  by  Plans,  ie.    14s, 
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Instructioii  in  Military  Engineering.     Vol.  I.,  Part  III.     4e. 
Elementary    Principles  of   Foitificatiou.      A  Text-Book  for 
Uilitwy  BxamiuBtunu.    By  J.  T.  Htdi,  H.A.      SMjtf  8*0.  With 
niimerotu  Floiu  and  Uliutrations.     lOi.  $d. 
Military  Train  Manual.     Is. 

The   Sappers'  Manual,     Compiled  for  the    use  of  Eiigjueur 

Voluntear   Corpa.      Bj   Col.  W.  A.   Fbakkluoi,  KJl.      With 

numerouB  IlluBtrationi.    2a. 

Ammnnition.  A  descriptive  treaUxe  on  the  different  PrDJectilee 

Charges,  Fuzes,  Rockets,  &c.,  >t  present  in  use  for  Lasd  and  Sea 

Serrice,    and  on  other  war  stores    iDanniiu:tur«d  in  the  Bojal 

Laboratory.    6». 

Hand-book  on  the  MaDufactore  und  Proof  of  Q-unpowder-  as 

carried  on  at  the  Bo;al  Oonpoirder  Partory,  Wallbam  Abbey.   Gs. 

KegulatioiiH  for  l!ie  Training  of  Troops  for  aervice  in  the  Field 

and  Im-  Um  oonduet  of  Feue  Manc^nre*.     2i. 
Hand-book  Dictionarj'  for  the  Militia  and  Volunteer  Services, 
Containing  a  varietjr  of  uaefnl  information,  AJpbabelicallf  armnged. 
Pocket  siu,  8*.  6d. )  b;  poet,  fc.  8d. 
OymnaatJc  Exercises,    System  of  Fencing,  and  Exercises  for 

the  AegnlatiiHi  Clnba.     In  one  voluoe.    Orown  8f  o.     1877.    2a. 
Army   Eqnipmeiit.       Prepared    at    the    Topographical    and 
Btatisticd  Department,  War  OStoe.    By  Col.  Bir  Eimi  Jahsb, 
K.E.,  F.B.a.,  bs.,  Director. 
P*BT.  l.—CaeiUra.    Compiled  by  Lieut.  H.  M,  Hoem,  tod  Life 

Qoards.     Boyal  Svo.    4a. 
Part  4k. — MilUarg  IVain.      Compiled  by  Lieut.  H.  M.  Moujca, 

ind  Life  Guards.    Boyal  Sro.     2s.  6d. 
Fabi  b.~I»/a»lrv.      Compiled  by  Oi^t.  F.  Mabtim  Fiibiz. 

BoyalSio.    With  Plates.     6a. 
PtM  6.— CliWMiwflriirt.     Compiled  by  Lieut.  E.  H.  Hotsm,  8nd 

Life  Guards.    Biml  8to.    la.  fid. 
Paki  l.—EotpUal  Strvice.     Compiled  by  Capr.  Maatin  Fkxbis 
Boyal  Sto.     With  FUtei.    (is. 
Texl-Book  on  the  Theory  and  Motion  of  Pnaectiltw ;   the  His- 
tory, Hannfscture,  and  Explosive  Forceof  Ouopowder;  the  Hiito^ 
of  Small  Arms.    For  Officers  sent  to  School  of  Muakeby.     Is.  Sd. 
Notes  on  Amniuaition.     4th  Edition.     1877.     3a.  fid. 
Regulations  and  lustructiona  for  Encampments.     6d. 
Rules  for  the  Conduct  of  the  War  Game.     Qa. 
Medical  Regulations  for  the  Army,  Instructions  for  the  Army, 
Comprising  dutie*  of  Offlcers,  Attcadants.  and  Knrses,  An.  Is.  Sd. 
Furveyora'    Regulaiions   and    Inaiructions,    for   Guidance   of 
Officer*  of  PurTOyon'  Department  of  tha  Army.    3i. 
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Priced  VocabuUu7  of  Stores  used  iii  Her  Miyesty'a  Servii-«.  Is. 

Transport  of  Sick  and  Wounded  Troops.  By  Dr.  LoNuuuitif.  ia. 

Precedwts  in  MiliUuy  Law.  By  Lr-Coi.  W.  HonoH.  »vo.  2b». 

Tfae  Practice  of  Courts-Martial,  by  HouOH&LoMo.  Uvo.   S6a. 

Manual  of  Military  Law.  For  all  raukB  uf  the  Army,  Militia, 
mod  TolnntMr  Sarrion.  By  Colonol  J.  E.  FiFOV,  and  I.  F.  OoL- 
LiXB,  Biq.     Tbird  ind  Benaod  Sdition.      Pocket  liM.    G*. 

Kegulationa  applicable  to  the  European  Officer  iu  India.  Con- 
taiiiiiig  Staff  Corpi  Bulat,  Staff  Salariu,  Commandi,  Furloagh  and 
BotirrauDt  BeguUtioiu,  &b.  By  GioBSi  B.  CocBKAax  lata 
Aniitwit  Hilitaij  Seorriuy,  Indis  Office,    1  tdI.,  post  8to.    7i.  6d. 

Keaerre  Force;  Guide  to  ExamiiiationB,  for  the  use  of  Captains 
and  Snballtnu  of  Infantiy,  Mili*j«,  ind  BiAe  VolimtflBn,  and  ior  8c- 
JMiil«  of  Toluntetn.    Bj  Oagt.  Q.  H.  Oauns.    2iid«diL    Si. 

The  Mihtory  Encyclopndia ;  referring  exclusively  to  the 
HiUloiT  Bcienoas,  Memoin  of  diitinziuihaa  Soldion,  and  tbs  Bans- 
tiTM  of  Bemarkable  Battlca.    Bj  J.  H.  BiooquxLiB.    Sro.    IS*. 

The  Operations  of  War  Explained  and  Illuetrated.  By  Col. 
Hamut.    Mew  Edition  BOTiwd,  with  Platei.    Bojal  Sro.    SOb. 

LeseoRS  of  War.  As  taught  by  the  Gi'eat  Masters  and  Otben ; 
Beleotad  and  Amnged  from  tba  Tarioua  opontiou  in  War.  By 
Fauox  J^UfBS  BoiST,  Xdaut.-OoU,  SJl.     Boyal  Sro.  81*. 

The  Sui^eon's  Pocket  Book,  an  Kaoay  on  the  best  Treatoient  of 
Wounded  iu  War.    By  Biitg«on  Ibgor  i.  H.  Ponna.    7i.  6d. 

A  Precis  of  Modem  Tactios.  By  Colonel  Boms.   8vo.   U«.  Sd. 

Armed  Strength  of  Austria.    By  Capt.  Ouukk.    U  pts.    £1  iis. 

Armed  Strength  of  Denmark.    8b. 

Armed  Strength  of  Russia.    Translated  from  the  German.  7b. 

Armed  Strength  of  Sweden  and  Norway.     3b.  6d. 

Armed  Strength  of  Italy.     6s.  Od. 

Armed  Strength  of  Germany.    Part  I.    Ss.  6d. 

The  Frauco-Germau  Wm  of  1870—71.  By  Capt.  C.  H. 
Olabkb.  YoL  I.  £1  6f.  Sixth  Seotbn.  5t.  Serenth  Seotioa 
6*.  Bightb  8»ction.  8i.  Ninth  Section.  4fl.6d.  Tantli  Section.  6*. 
JCIerentJi  SeotiiHi.     Si.  Sd.    TwcUth  Seotion.    4a.  dd. 

The  Campaign  of  1860  in  Germany.  Royal  8vo.  WithAtlas,Sta. 

Celebrated  Naval  and  Militury  Trials  By  Pkteb  Burke. 
Poet  Sro.,  doth .    lOe,  6d. 

Military  Sketches.  By  Sib  Lasoelles  Wraxau.  Post  Sto.  6a. 
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Military  Life  of  the  Duke  of  WelUDgton.     By  Jaokbok  and 

Soon.    STolt.8TO.    HajM,  Plui,  fto.     ISi. 
tiiii^e  Stick  KxeroJee  of  the  Aldenhot  U;aiuBniuiii.    U. 
.  Trestiue  on  Military  Caniages,  and  other  Maoufscturea  of  the 

Bojal  OHTMg*  DeparbtMBt.    Ga. 

Steppe  Campa^  Lectures.     Ha. 

Manual  of  Instnictiane  for  Army  Surgeoos.     Is. 

Ki)gulationB  for  Army  Hospital  Corps,     fid. 

Manual  of  IntilruttionB  for  NoQ-Cotnuiisaioued  Officero,  Anuy 
HotpiUl  Corps,    a*. 

Handbook  for  Military  Artificers.    Ss. 

Insinictioos  for  die  use  of  Auxiliary  Cavalry.     '^.  fld. 

Kqaipment  R^uUtious  for  the  Army.    Os.  M. 

Statute  Law  relating  to  the  Array.     Is.  3d. 

Regulations  for  Commissariat  and  Ordnanoa  Department  9s. 

Regulations  for  Ibe  Commissariat  Department,     la.  6d. 

RegulaUons  for  the  Ordnance  Department.     Is,  Cd. 

Artilleriat'a  Handbook  of  Reference  for  the  use  of  the  Doyal 

and  Bnerre  Aitilkry,  by  Wni.  sad  Du/km.    6f. 
Au  Essay  ou  the  Principles  and  Constructioo  of  Military 

BridfM,  by  8ia  Howass  Dooolas.    18U.    IB*. 


IBU's  HUtory  at  British  India, 

With  Notes  and  Continuation,  By  H.  H.  Wilson.  U  vole, 
cr.  Svo.    £9  10s. 

XitehinMa  (A.  W.)  The  Expiring  Continent ;  A  HairatiTc 
of  Travel  in  Seiiegiuubia,  with  Observations  ou  Native 
Chaiacter ;  Present  Condition  and  Future  Proepecta  of  Africa 
and  Colonisation.  By  Alkx.  Will.  MiTCBiKSOtr.  With 
Sixteen  full-page  llluiit  rat  ions  and  Map,     Svo.     ISs. 

Xitford  (H^j.  &.  C.  W.)  To  Cubnl  with  the  CtTalrjr 
Brigade.  A  Karrative  of  Personal  Experiences  with  the 
Force  under  General  Sir  F.  S.  Roberts,  G.C.B.  With  Map 
and  lUustiatious  from  Sketches  by  the  Author,  By  Mqjor  R. 
C.  W.  MiTFOHD,  I4th  Bengal  Lancers.    Bvo,     9s. 
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MtiUer'i  (Kax)  Rig-T«da.SajiMta. 

The  Sftcrad  Hymos  of  the  Brahiniiis ;  tugetlier  uitb  the 
Utnmnentary  of  8a3'ftaauharj-a.     Publiahed  noder  the  Pntrou- 

ttga  of  tbe  Kight  Honourable  the  !jei;retery  of  Bute  for  India  in 
Council.     6  voIh.,  4to.  £'2  lUs.  per  volaiue. 

M yiteriei  of  the  Tatioan ; 

Or  Criniea  of  the  Papacy.  From  ibe  Oi^rmau  of  Dii.  THtouoBK 
(iRBi3BK0KR.     3  Vols,  post  8vo.     d I s. 

Hirgii  uid  Biimillah. 

NiRQis:  iL  Tale  of  the  Indian  Mutiny,  fi-om  the  Diary  of  a 
Slave  Girl:  and  Biioiillaii  ;  or,  Happy  Days  in  Cashmere. 
By  Hakiz  AiLABD.    Post  8vo.     10b.  6d.- 

Horrii-Newman  (C,    L.)    Is  Zuloland   vith   the  Britiah, 

throughout  iho  War  of  1879,  By  Cuahlbs  L.  NoaBis- 
Nbwman,  Special  CorrcspondL-iit  of  the  Loadoii  "  Standard," 
Cape  Town  "  Standard  imd  Mail,"  unii  the  "  Times  "  of  Natal. 
With  Plans  and  Four  Portraita.     Hvo.     16b. 

Hotel  on  the  North  'Western  ProvinoeB  ot  India. 

By  a  District  Officer.    Snd  Edition.     Post  Svo,,  cloth.     Ss. 

CoHTKNTS. — Area  and  Populatiou. — Soils, — Crops. — Irriga- 
tion.— Rent. — Rates. — X-and  Tenures. 

O'Donoghne  (Tin.  P.)    Ladiei  on  Horiebaek. 

Leaniin)!,  Park  Riding,  and  Hunting.  With  NoteH  upon  Coii- 
tume,  and  numerous  Anecdotes.  By  Mrs.  Powt;it  O'Donoohci;, 
Authoress  of  "The  Knave  of  Clubs,"  "  Hor^tn  and  Horsemen," 
"  (Jrandfathor's  Hunter,"  "One  in  Ten  ITiousand,"  &c.  &c. 
Cr.  8vo.     With  Portrait.     5s. 

Oldfleld  (H.  A.)  Sketches  from  Nipal,  Hiatorical  and  Seiorip- 
tive  ;  wiili  Ane:;doles  of  the  Court  Life  and  Wild  Sports  of  the 
County  iu  tbe  time  of  Mabarajn  Jang  Bahadnr,  G.C.B. ;  to 
which  is  added  an  Essay  on  Nipalese  Buddhism,  and  Diustra- 
tions  of  Heligioue  Mouumeuts,  Architecture,  and  Scenery, 
from  the  Author's  otvn  Di*awings.  By  the  late  Hehiiv  Am- 
BBosB  Olufield,  M.D.,  of  H.  M.'s  Indian  Army,  many  years 
Resident  at  Khatinaudu.     Two  vols.     Svo.     Sfis. 

Ofbome  (lErs.  V.)  Pilgrimage  to  Heoca  (A). 

By  the  Nawab  Sikandar  Begum  of  Bhopal.     Translated  from 

-    the  Original  Urdu.  By  Mrs.  WiLi-onGHB-v  Osborne.  Followed 

by  a  Sketch  of  the  History  of  Bhopal.     By  Col.  Willohqhbi- 
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Osborne.  C.B.     With  PhotograpliB,  and  dedii!ate<l,  by  {wrmia- 

sion,  to  Heb  Majesty,  QuEEH  Victoria.    Poat  8vo.    £1.  Is. 
This  u  >  higlil;  important  book,  not  onl;  for  Its  llt«ru7  merit,  mid  the 
informaliou  it  oontaint,  but  bIbo  &om  the  fact  of  its  beine  tbe  first  work 
writteu  bj  an  Indian  ladj,  nnd  that  ladj  a  Queen. 

Owen  (Sidney)  ladin  on  the  Sre  of  the  Britlili  Conquest 
A  Historical   Sketch.     By  Siunev  Owen.  M.A.      Eeadet  in 
Indian    Law    and    History    iu    tlie    Univentity    of    Oxford. 
Formerly   Professor  of  History  id  the  Elphinatone  College. 
Bombay.     Post  8to.     1*8. 

Oxenham  (Ber.  H.  S.)  Cfttholic  Eaohatolofy  a>d  UniTark 
■alum.  An  Essay  on  the  Doctrine  of  Future  Retributiou. 
Seoinid  Edilioii,  ruvised  aod  enlarged.     Crown  Svo.     7s.  6d. 

Ox«nham  (ReT.  H.  B.)  Catholie  Doctrine  of  the  Atonement 
An  HJHtorical  Inquiry  into  its  Development  in  the  Church,  with 
au  Introduction  on  the  Principle  of  Theological  Development. 
By  H.  NuTcoHBE  Oxenhau,  M.A.  3rd  Edit,  and  Enlai^ed. 
»vo.     1 48. 

"  It  i>  one  of  the  ablest  and  probabl;^  ons  of  ths  molt  iilHirmingli 

wri'ton  treatises  on  the  aabject  which  eiiite  in  our  language." — TSmtt. 

Oxenham  (H.  H.)  The  First  Age  of  Cbriatianity  and  the  Chnreh. 
By  John  Ignaiius  Dotlinger,  D.D.,  Professor  of  Ecdesiastical 
Hialory  in  the  University  of  Munich,  Ac,  in.  Translated 
from  the  (ierman  bv  Henrv  Nuteombe  Oienheru,  M.A.,  late 
Scholar  of  Baliol  College,  'O\ford.  Third  I':dilion.  S  voU. 
Crown  8vo.     I89. 

Oianam'a  (A.  F.)  CiTiUsfttioa  im  the  Fifth  Centory.  Froih 
the  French.  By  The  Hon.  A.  C,  Gltk.  ^!  Vols.,  iwst  8vo. 
2ls. 

Pebody  (Charles)  Authors  at  Work. 

Francis  Jeffrey— Sir  Widler  Scotia Itohei-t  Burns — Charlus 
Lamb— R,  B.  Sheridan— Sydney  Smith— Macaulay — Byron 
Wordaworth — Tom  Moore — Sir  James  Mackintosh,  Post  8vo. 
lOs.  6d. 

PeUy  (Sir  Lewis).  The  Uiracle  Play  of  Hasan  and  Husain. 
Collected  from  Oral  Tradition  hj  Colonel  Sir  Lewis  Pellt, 
K.C.B.,  K.C.8.L,  formerly  serving  in  Persia  as  Secretair 
of  Legation,  and  Political  Keaident  in  the  Persian  Qaitf. 
Revised,  with  Explanatory  Notes,  by  Abthtjb  N,  Wol- 
LASTOif ,  H.M.  Indian  (Home)  Service,  Translator  o£  Anwar. 
i.Snhaili,  Ac.    2  Yols.  royal  8to.     82b. 
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(F.)  Aualytloal  I&du  to  Sir  John  Eatg'b  Histsr; 
of  tbe  Sepoy  War,  and  Col,  G.  B.  llALLXbOii's  History 
of  the  Indian  Mutiny.  (Combined  in  one  volume.)  By 
FsilDBBio  PiKCorr,  M.R.A.S.     8vo.     10a.  ed. 

Fipon  Mid  Colliar'a  X&nnal  of  Kilitary  Lav. 

By  Colonel  J.  K.  Pifon,  and  J.  F.  Collikk,  Esq.,  of  tbe 
Inner  Temple,  fiarristeT-at-Law.     5s. 

PoUook  (Piold  Kanhal  Sir  Qeorgo)  Lift  *  Comffpondanoa. 
By  C.  R.  Low.     8»o.     With  ponreit.     18s. 

Pope  (0.  V.)  Text-book  of  Zndiui  History ;  with  Ooogn- 
phical  Notes,  Geneslt^cal  Tables,  E:iainination  Questions, 
and  Chronological,  Biographicul,  Oeognpbii'ol,  And  General 
lodexea.  For  the  use  of  Schools,  Colleges,  and  Private  Stu- 
dentfl.  By  the  Re*.  G.  U.  Pope.  D  D..  Principal  of  Bishop 
Cotton's  Grammar  School  and  College,  Bangalore ;  Fellow  of 
the  Madras  University.  Third  Edition,  thoiougbly  tensed. 
Feap.  4to.     13s. 

Prwtioo  of  Oonita  lUrtiAL 

by  HouoH  ft  LoHn.      8vo.     London.     1835.     SOs, 

Prioliard'B  dironiolot  of  findgepore,  tec. 

Or  Sketches  of  Life  in  Upper  India.  S  Vols.,  Foolscap  8vo.  l^e. 
PrlaMp  (H.  T.)  Hirtoiloal  Boralta. 

Deducible  from  Recent  DisooTeriea  in  .\ffghuiistan.     By  H. 

T.  Pklhskp.     8vo.     Lond.  1844.     !6s. 

PriBMp  (H.  T.)  Tibet,  Tutwy,  and  Hongolia. 

By  UEKaT  T.  PRIKSKP,  Esq.     Second  edition.     Post  8vo.     6s. 

Friiuep  (H.  T.)  FolitiBal  and  Military  Traiuaotioiu  in  India. 

a  Vols.     8vo.     London.  1835.     183. 
Baverty  (Kigor  H.  Q.)  Tlie  Piulito  Kaaoal;  oompriiiiig  a 

Condensed  Grammar,  with  Idiomatic   Phrases,  Exercisea  and 

Dialogues,   and    Vocabulaiy.     By  U^or    H.    G.   Batsbti, 

Bombay  Army,  Retired  List.     Fcap.     5h. 
mohardi  (Kiyor  W,  H.)  Military  Snrreying,  Ao. 

12s.    (See  page  23.) 

fiowe  (S.)  Picked  ap  in  the  Btreeta ;  or,  Btnt^lea  fitr  Lifk 
among  the  London  Poor.  By  Richard  Hows.  "  Good  Words  ** 
Commissioner,  Author  of  "Jack  Afloat  and  Ashore,"  fto 
Crown  8vo.     Illuatnited.     6a. 
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BuoMy  (Abutrio)  XoohimiiiiBdMi  Law  of  Inheritaaott,  ud 

Rights  and  Kelstioiis  affecting  it.  Sunni  Doctrine.  Com- 
priaing,  tog«Uier  with  much  coltataral  infotmatioD,  the  sub* 
Btanc«,  grentlj  expanded,  of  the  author's  "Chart  of  Family 
loheritanoe."  By  Aluakio  Bdhbbi,  of  Linuoln'a  Inn,  Bor- 
rister.at'Law,  Vroteasor  of  Indian  Jurisprudenoe  at  King's 
College,  London.  Author  of  "  A  Chart  of  Hindu  Family 
Inheritance."    8va.     12s. 

BviUMy  (Aluario)  A  Ohut  of  Hindu  Funily  InlierituLoe. 

Second  Edition,  much  enlarged.    6vo.     68.  Bd. 

StelutiL  (Dr.  0,  Bd.)  Ibo  Chronoli^  of  Anoieat  Hatioiu.  An 
English  Version  of  the  Arabic  Text  of  the  Athar-ut  Bfckiya  of 
AlblrAnl,  or  "  Vestiges  of  the  Past."  Collected  and  reduced 
to  writing  by  the  Author  in  a.h.  390-1,  a.d,  1,000.  Trans- 
lated and  Edited,  with  Notes  and  Index,  by  Dr.  C.  Edwabd 
Sachau.  Professor  in  the  Royal  University  of  Berlin.  Pub- 
lished for  the  Oriental  Tmnsktion  Fund  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland.     Eoyal  9vo.     428. 

Sandonon  (0.  F.)  Thirteen  Tean  among  the  Wild 
Beasts  of  India;  [heir  Haunts  and  Habits,  from  Personal 
Observation ;  with  an  acuouut  of  the  Modes  of  Capturing  and 
Taming  Wild  Elephants.  By  O.  P.  SAtiDBttaoN,  Officer  in 
Charge  of  the  Government  Elephant  Keddaha  at  Mysore. 
With  Ul  full  page  Illustrations  and  three  Maps.  Second 
Edition.     Fcp.  4to.     £1  6s. 

SnreU  (B.)  Aiulytieal  Hirtory  of  India. 

From  the  earliest  times  to  the  Abolition  of  the  East  India 
Company  in  1858.  Ity  Hobkbt  Sbwell,  Madras  Civil  Service. 
Post  8vo.     88, 

♦»*  The  olject  of  this  work  is  to  supply  the  want  which  has 
lieen  felt  by  students  for  a  condensed  outline  of  Indian  History 
which  would  serve  at  once  to  recall  the  memory  and  guide  the 
eye,  while  at  the  same  time  it  has  been  attempted  to  render  it 
interesting  to  the  general  reader  by  preserving  a  medium 
between  a  bare  analysis  and  a  complete  history. 

Shadov  of  a  Lifs  (Tho)  A  Ctirl'a  Story. 

By  ButiL  Hope.     3  toIs.,  post  8to.    3ts.  M. 
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Shtiw  (J.  W.)  Tb»  Cna^vot't  Daughter. 

&  Tale.  By  i.  W.  Sheker,  G.S.I.  With  ItlostnitionB  by 
Alf.  T.  Elwes  and  J.  Jellicoe.     Cr.  8va.  Ob. 

Sherer  (J.  W.)  Wlio  is  Mary  1 

A.  Cabinet  Novel,  in  one  volunie.    B7  J.  W.  Shseeb,  Esq., 

C.S.L     10s.  6d. 
Signor  Honaldini'B  Niece. 

.\  Novel  of  ItiJian  Life.     Crowo  8vo.     r!s, 

Simpson  (H.  T.)  ArcbEBolagia  Adeleuui;  w  »  Hiitery  of  the 
P&riBh  of  Adel,  in  the  Weat  Biding  of  TorkBhire.  Being 
ap  titten^pt  to  delineate  its  Fast  and  Fr^scait  Anooationa, 
ArchieologieaJ,  Tcipogmphicat,  and  ticriptural.  By  HanT 
Tbaill  SiMpaoM,  M.A.,  late  Eecti.r  of  Adel.  With  nu- 
.  merous  et&hings  bj  W.  Li^oys  Feboubon.    ILoj.  8to.    21s. 

Solyinos  (fi.)  Desert  life.  SeooUectioas  of  an  EzpeditiOQ 
in  the  Sond^ii.  By  B.  Soi.vmos  (B.  F.  Falkonbebo).  Civil 
Engineer.     8to.     15s. 

Starling  (K.  H.)  Indian  Criminal  Law  and  Prooednre. 
Tliird  L'Jitiou.     Bvn      £-i  3s.     See  page  1 4. 

Steele  (A.)  Law  and  Ciutoma  of  Hindu  Caatei. 

Di  Arthdk  Steele.     Hd.vuI  8to.     ilil.    Is.     (^See  page  13.) 

Stent  (G.  C.)  Entombed  Alive, 

And  other  Sooga  and  Ballads.  (From  the  Chinese.)  Bj 
Gfiikge  Caiitkb  Stem,  M.RA.S.,  of  ihe  ChiaeRO  Imperial 
Maritiine  Ouatoms  Service,  antlior  of  ■■  Chinese  and  English 
Vocitlmlary."  '■  Chinasa  and  English  Pocket  Uiotionary,"  "  Th« 
Jade  Chaplet,"  4c.     Crown  8vo.    W'nb  four  llltistreiions.    Da. 

Stothard  (B.  T.)  The  A  B  C  of  Art. 

Being  a  system  of  deiineaiing  forms  and  objects  ia  nature  ne- 
cessary for  the  attaiameQU  of  a  draughtsman.  By  BobkBt  T. 
Stothabd,  F.3.A,,  late  H.D.S.A.     Fcap      Is. 

Strange'!  (Six  T.)  Hindu  Law. 

i  Vols.     Royal  Pvo.     ie:iO.     a4s.     (See  page  13., 

Swinnertou  (BeT.  C.)  The  Afghan  War.    Ooogh'a  Antion  at 

Futiehabad.  By  ihe  Rev.  C.  SwiNKtBTox,  Chaplain  in  the 
Fitld  with  the  B'irst  Dii-iaion,  Peshawur  Valley  Field  Force. 
With  Frontispiece  and  Two  Plans.     Crowii  Bvo.     5s. 
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Thonuon't  Xrnnar  uid  Horary  TablM. 

For  New  and  Goticiae  Maliii>ds  of  Perfarming  tbe  Caloulations 
iieeessarir  for  a8c«rEaining  tbe  Longitude  by  Lunar  Ob««rva- 
tiooe.  or  CbronometerB :  with  directions  for  acquiring  a  know- 
ledge of  the  Principal  Fixed  Stars  and  finding  the  Latitude  of 
them.    Bj  Datiu  Thousoh.    Sixty-fifth  edit.    Royal  i^vq    JOs. 

Thornton  (P.  H.)  Forei^  SecretarieB  of  the  Nineteenth 
Century.  By  Phbct  M.  THORNTiH).  Two  vols.  Svo,  S23.  6d. 
Contains — Memoirs  of  lord  Grenville,  Lord  Hawkesbury, 
Lord  Harrowby,  Xord  Mulgrave,  C,  J.  Fox,  Lord  Howick, 
George  Oaniiing,  Lord  Bntbarst,  Lord  Wellesley  (together 
with  estimate  of  his  Indian  Rule  by  Col.  G.  B.  Malleson, 
C.8,1.),  Lord  Castleieagh,  Lord  Dudley,  Lord  Aberdeen,  and 
Lord  Palmurston.  Also,  iCxtnicts  fr^m  Lord  Be.\ley'a  Papers, 
including  liiliographed  leltei-s  of  Lords  Casilereagh  and  Can- 
ning, which,  bearing  on  important  points  of  public  policj', 
have  never  yet  been  published  ;  together  with  other  important 
inforniiilion  culled  from  private  and  other  sources.  With 
Ten  Porintits,  and  a  Vtiw  shewing  Interinr  of  the  old  Hou«e 
of  Lords. 

ThomtDn's  Ouetteei  of  Ilndis. 

Compiled  ehietiy  from  the  records  at  the  India  Office.  By 
Ki.wARD  Thohnton.      !  vol..  8vo.,  pp.  lOlfi.    With  Map.   21s. 

*«"  Tht  eiiafeijeeU  »  n«io  is  oompUiag  Hit  QauHatr  artt — 
\tt.  To  fix  the  rslofiH  ponituni  of  the  variant  dtiet,  tomu,  and  villagtt 
with  at  mud  prtcuion  ax  poitidle,  and  tv  erUM  mU  the  ffmOtti 
'  ^articahU  brevity  ail  thai  it  tnaen  ratpedijig  titm ,-  and 
2iuU^.  lb  luiit  lit  vanoui  eountritt,  pri^vineat,  or  itrritoriat  divitiout,  mtd 
U)  detffribt  the  phgtical  eharaeleriitici  qf  each,  together  with  their 
tlatitlical,  lacial,  and  polt'.ical  cirevnutanatt. 

To  their  are   add/id   minute  detcripOoae  of  tte  prtHwof  rinere 
aiul-chaiiu  o/moniUaiai  ;  ihut  preiealiag  to  the  reader,  withia  aorie/niim- 
poM,  a  man  of  information  whwh  cannot  othtrvite  bt  obtaintd,  except  front 
a  maltipticili/  of  vo!ume>  and  maaiiiBript  recordt. 
Thf  Library  Edilion. 

4  vols,,  Svo.     Notes,  Marginal  References,  and  Map.   £2  16s. 

^omton  (E.)  Oazetteer  of  the  Piujaiib,  Affghitaiiitan,  fto 

Giwetteer  of  the  Countries  adjacent  to  India,  on  the  north- 
wt'si.inoludingSi:inde,  .Wglianisian.  Beloocbistan,  thePunjaub, 
and  the  neighbouring  States.  By  Edward  Thornton,  Esq. 
!J  vols.  Svo.     il  6b. 
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Thornton'i  History  of  India. 

The  ElisUry  of  the  British  Empire  in  India,  by  Edmrd 
Thornton,  Keq.  Containing  a  Ciopiom  Otossaiy  of  Indian 
Terms,  and  a  Complete  Cbronol<^icai  Index  of  Events,  to  aid 
the  AHpinint  for  Public  Examinations.  Third  edidon.  1  vol. 
8vo.     With  Map.     138. 

■a*  lie  XAraij  SdiHim  of  tk*  ahtnt  la  6  iwf—w,  8m.,  mag  h» 

ia^pnMfa  St. 

Thornton  (T-)  Xut  India  Oalonlator. 

By  T.  Thurhton.     8vo.     London,  IddS.      lOs. 

Thornton  (T.)  Hiitory  of  tho  Poigamb, 

And  of  the  Rise,  Progress,  and  Present  Condition  of  th« 
Sikhs.      By  T.  Thorntob.     3  Vols.     Post  8vo.     8«. 

Tiller  (H.  A.)  Japan,  the  Amoor  and  the  Faoifle. 

With  notices  of  other  Places,  comprised  in  a  Voyage  of  Oircum- 
navigation  in  the  Imperial  Russian  Corvette  Rynda,  in  1858- 
1800.    Br  Henrt  A.  TiLLET.    Eight  IllustnttioDS.    8to.   IDs. 

Ted  (CoL  Jae.)  TraToli  in  Weetam  India. 

Embracing  a  visit  to  the  Sacred  Mounts  of  the  Jaina. 
and  the  most  Celebrated  Shrines  of  Hindu  Faith  between 
Rajpootana  and  the  Indus,  with  an  acoount  of  the  Andflnt 
City  of  Nehrwalln.  By  the  late  Lient.Gol.  James  Tod. 
Illustrations.     Royal  4to.     £3  3s. 

■m*  TUtit  a  eempamam  ■cfa—  <o  OUamal  Ibf*  S^aMatk. 

Trimen  (Capt  A.)  Sogimenti  of  the  Britiih  Annj, 

Chronologically  arranged.  Showing  their  Histoiy,  Services, 
Uniform,  Ac,     By  Captain  R.  Trimbk,  late  39th  Regiment. 

8vo.    los.  ed. 

Trotter  (L.  J.)  Hirtory  of  India. 

The  History  of  the  British  Empire  in  India,  from  the 
Appointment  of  Lord  Hardinge  to  the  Death  of  Lord  Canning 
(1644  to  I8A2).  Br  Csptain  Liokrl  Jakes  Truttrb,  late 
Bengal  Fusiliers.      2  vols.     8vo.     16s.  each. 

Trotter  (£.  J.)  Lord  Lawrenoe. 

A  Sketch  of  his  Career.     Fcap.     Is.  6d. 
Trotter  (1.  J.)  Warren  Haitingi,  a  Biographj. 

By  Captain  Liokel  Javes  Tbottxr.    Kengal   H.  P.,  author 

of  a    "  History   of  India,"    "  Studies    in    Biography,"    Ac 

Crown  8  TO.     ffa. 


1,  Google 


13,  Waterloo  Placb,  Pali.  Mall.  33 

TorkiBh  Cookery  Book  (The). 

A  Collection  of  Keceipta  from  the  best  Turkish  Authorities. 
Done  imo  Knglish  by  Farabi  Efendi.    I'-lmo.  Cloth.  Sa.  Bd. 

Tsmbery  (A.)  Sketches  of  Central  Asia. 

Additional  (.Chapters  on  Wy  TravelB  and  Adventures,  and  of  the 

Kthnolofry  of  Cfntral  AsIh".  By  Arnienius  Vambery.  8fo.   IOb. 

"  A  Tsluablo  guide  on  aimost  ujitroddBn  grovnd."-  -Alkemmm. 

Victoria  Cross  (The)  An  Official  Chronicle  of  Deedi  of  Per- 
sonal Valour  achieved  in  the  prcaenee  of  the  Enemy  dming 
ih^  Ci'iniean  and  Haltic  Campuigna  and  the  Indian,  Chine»e, 
New  Zealand,  unil  Africuii  Wars.  From  the  Institution  of  the 
Order  in  l^:>^^  to  I8S0.  Edited  by  IIobbrt  W.  O'Bvhnk. 
Crown  f^vo.     With  Plate.     6s. 

Waring  (E.  J.)  FharmBoopmia  of  India. 
By  Edward  John  Wariko,  M.D.,  Ac.  8vo,    8s.   (See  page  si.) 

WatBon  (H.)    Money. 

By  Jules  Tardieu.  Tmoalated  from  the  French  by  Mar- 
«ARET  Watson.     Crown  8vo.     7a.  6d. 

Watson  (Dr.  J.  F.)  and  J.  W.  Eaye,  Saoes  and  Tribes  of 

Hindostan.  The  I'l'oplc  of  India,  A  sories  of  Photographic 
llln.strations  of  the  Km-es  and  Tribes  of  Hiiiduslun.  Prejmred 
under  the  Authority  of  the  Oovernnient  of  India,  by  J.  Foubks 
Watsoh,  and  John  William  Kaik.  The  Work  contains 
about  450  Photographs  on  mounts,  in  Eight  Volumes,  super 
royal  4  to.     jfS.  5s.  per  volume. 

Webb  (Dr.  A.)  Pathologia  Indies. 

Based  upon  Morbid  Specimens  from  all  parti<  of  the  Indian 
Empire.    By  Allan  Wfhb,  B.M.S.  Second    Edit.    8vo.     14a. 

iVellesley's  Despatches. 

The  Despatchfs.  Mimit"S,  mid  Correspondence  of  the  Marqnis 
Welleslev.  K.fi.,  during  his  Administration  in  India.  !>  vols. 
Svo.     Wnh  Portrait,  Map,  Ac.     £6.  10s. 


Wellington  in  India. 

Military   History  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington 


L.C'OogIc 


W.  H.  Alijb  4  Co., 


Wilb«rftroe  (E)  Fniu  Bohnbert 

A  Musical  Biographj,  from  the  German  of  Dr.  Heinrich 
Kreiate  voa  Hellbora.  By  Bdwabd  Wilbbkfobch,  Esq., 
Author  of  "Social  Life  in  Munich"     Post  6vo.     Kb. 

WUk'H  BoQtli  of  India. 

3  vols.     4to      £5.  53. 

Wilkms(W.K.)TintalArt;orKatnretlLrouglitheHgaltih7E;e. 
With  some  remarks  on  Originality  and  Fi'ee  Trade,  Artistic 
Copyi-ight,  and  Durability.  By  Wu.  Nov  Wimiss,  Auihorof 
•■  Art  Irapressions  of  Dresden,"  &c.     8vo.     6s. 

WilliamB  (F.)  livea  of  the  English  Cardinal*. 

The  Lives  of  the  Enf^iah  Cardinals,  from  Nicholait  Brcak- 
upeare  (Popo  Adrien  IV.)  to  Thomas  Wolsey,  Cardinal  Legato, 
With  Historical  Notices  of  the  Papal  Court.  By  Foi.KBstokb 
Williams.     3  vols.,  6*vo.     148. 

Willianu  (F.)  Life,  fto.,  of  Bishop  Atterbnrr. 

The  Memoir  and  Correspondence  of  Francis  Atterbury,  Bishop 
of  Rochester,  with  his  distinguished  contemporaries.  Compiled 
chiefly  fl-om  the  Atterbury  and  Stuart  Papers,  By  Folkbstokb 
Wii.UAMB,  Author  of  "Lives  of  the  English  Cardinals,"  Ac., 
■2  vols.  8vo.     14a. 

WiUiami  (Xonier)  Indian  Wiaclom. 

Or  Examples  of  the  Reli|;;iou3,  Philosophical  and  Ethical 
Doctrines  of  the  Hindiij.  With  a  brief  History  of  the  Chief 
Departments  of  Sannciit  Literature,  and  «orao  aitoutit  of  the 
Post  and  Pi'esent  Condition  of  India,  Moral  and  Intellectual. 
By  MoHiEB  Williams.  M.A.,  Boden  Professor  of  Sanscrit  in 
iu  the  University  of  Oxford.     Third  Edition.     Bvo.     15s. 

Wilion  (H.H.)  Oloisary  of  Jndioial  and  Aerenne  Terma,  and  of 

useful  Words  occuning  in  Official  Documents  relating  to  the 
AdroinistratioD  of  the  Government  of  British  India,  From  the 
Arabic,  Persian,  Hindustani,  Sanskrit,  Hindi,  Bengali,  Uriya, 
Marathi.  Guzarathi,  Telugu,  Kamats,  Damil,  Malayalam.  and 
other  Languages.  Compiled  and  published  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Hon.  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  E.  L  Compaoy. 
Ito.,  cloth.    £1  10b. 
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White  (8.  S.)  Indian  ReminiioeDoes. 

By  Colonel  8.  Dewb'  WHim.  late  Bengal  Staff  Corps.  8vo. 
With  10  Photographs.     148. 

WoUaston  (Arthni  H.)  Anvari  Sohaili,  or  Id^htB  of  Canopna 

Commoiil;  known  as  Kalilnh  and  Damuah,  being  an  adaptation 
of  the  Fables  of  Bidpai.  TraDulated  from  the  Persian.  Royal 
8vo.,  ISs.  1  also  in  royal  4to.,  •niih  illuminated  bordura,  de- 
signed epecially  for  the  work,  cloth,  extra  gilt     £3   13s.  6d. 

Wollaston  (Arthar  N.)  Elementary  Indian  Header 

Designed  for  the  use  of  Studunte  in  the  Anglo-Vemaculur 

Schools  in  India.     Fcap.     Is. 

Woolryoli  (Seijeant  W.  H.) 

Iiives  of  Eminent  Serjeants- at -Ijiw  of  the  English  Bai'.  By 
UuHPHRi  W.  WooLRYCH,  Serjeant-at-Law.     2  vols.  Svo.    3Ua. 

Wraxall  (Sir  L.,  Bart)  Caroline  Hatilda. 

Queen  of  Dentoark,  Sister  of  George  3rd.  From  Family  and 
State  Papers.  By  Sir  Lascei.lf.s  Wrazall,  Bart.    3vols.,8vo. 

lbs. 

Toong  (J.  K.)  Course  of  HathematioB. 

A  Course  of  Elementary  Mathematics  for  the  use  of  candidates 
for  admission  into  oither  of  the  Military  Colleges ;  of  appli- 
cants for  appointments  in  the  Home  or  Indian  Civil  Senices  ; 
and  of  mathematical  students  generally.  By  Professor  J.  K. 
YouNQ.     In  one  closely~print«d  volume.  8vo.,  pp.  648.     I^s. 

"  In  the  work  before  ui  ha  hu  dignted  ■  complete  ElemenUrj 
Oonne,  bj  aid  of  hit  long  eiperimce  u  a  teacber  and  writer ;  and  he  hu 
prodnoed  a  ver;  uaeful  book.  Mr,  Young  h»  not  allowed  bis  own  tait« 
to  rule  tbe  distribution,  but  haa  adjusted  bis  parts  with  the  skill  of  • 
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Works  in  the  Press. 


Thirty-eight  Tears  in  India,  from  Jnganath  to  the  Himalaya 

Mountains.       By   WriLiAM  Tayi.er,    Esq.,  Retired    B.C.S., 
r  of  Piitnn. 


The  book  will  contain  n  inemoii'  of  the  life  of  Mr.  William 
Tayler.  fiom  1829  to  1867— duriiiK  the  Goveniment  of  eight 
(juvernoi*3  Giwml — from  Luid  Willinni  IteiilJnck  tu  Lord 
Lawrenirc,  and  will  comprise  numei'ous  iin'ideuls  und  adven- 
turea,  official,  personal,  tragic.  Find  comic,  ■•  from  grave  to  guy, 
from  lively  to  severe  "  throughout  thnt  period.  It  will  be 
accompanied  with  a  hundred  i  11  ust  rations,  reproduced  by  Mr. 
Tayler  himself,  from  original  sketches  tuken  bj*  him  on  the 
spot,  in  Bengal,  Behar,  N.W.  Provinces,  Dageeliiig,  Nipal, 
and  Simla. 

CompaiatiTe  ft^unmar  of  the  Langnagea  of  Further  India. 
A  Frnj^ment ;  mid  other  Essays,  the  Literary  Hemains  of 
Captain  C.  J,  t'.  t>.  Forbes,  of  the  British  Burma  Commis- 
sion. Author  of  -  British  Burma  and  its  People:  Sket«bee 
of  Native  Mimnei's,  Customs,  and  Religion." 

The  Horse,  as  he  Waa,  as  he  Is,  and  as  he  Ought  to  Be. 

By  Jaheb   Ikvink   Lupton.    F.U.CA'.y.      Author  of   "  llie 
lOxtenini  Anatomy  of  the  Horse,"  &c.  Ac,     Illustrated. 

Britisli  India,  and  its  Balers. 

By  H.  S.  (■n>NiN(iiiAM,  M.A.,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  High 
Court  of  Ciilcuttij,  and  late  Memher  of  the  Famine  Commis- 


Hemoirs  of  the  Life  and  Writings  of  Thomas  Carlyle. 

With  Personal  Reminiscences  and  Selections  from  his  Private 
Lettcra  to  numerous  CoiTespon dents.  By  £icHARt>  Herkb 
SnEPHKRD.     Two  vols.     With  Portrait  and  Illustrations, 

Beoords  of  Sport  and  Kilitary  Life  in  Western  India. 
By  the  late  Lieut.-Colonel  G.  T.    Fraser,  formerly  of  the  1st 
Bombay  Fusiliers,  and  more  recently  attached  to  the  Staff  of 
H.M.'a   Indian  Array.      With   an    Introduction  by  Colonel 
G.  B.  MALr.a90N,  C.S.I. 
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IS,  Waterloo  Px^ck,  Paix  Mall. 


WhiaperingB  in  the  Tood:  Finlaod  Idylls  for  Children. 
Frgra  tlic  Swedish  of  ZiK-h  Troijelhis.     Bv  Ar.r.nur  Albeh.;. 
Author  uf    '■  Publi'd  Su.iies  from  tlir  /ou."  jiiid  Kiiitor    of 
'■  Chit-Clml     bj-    I'lick,"  -ftisc    L^avrs."   uikI    "  W00.II11111I 

Snowdrops ;  Idylls  for  Children. 

Prom  the  Swedish  of  Zach  Tropelius.  By  Alueki'  Ai.hkho, 
Author  of  "  Whisperings  in  the  Wood." 

A  Diotionary  of  Ethnolo^oKl  and  Philolosieal  Oeography. 

By  U.  G.  Latham,  Sr.A.,  M.D.,  F.R.3.,  &c. 

Inoidvnt*  of  a  Journey  through  Hnbia  to  Daifoor.     Bj 
Sydney  Kksor.C.K. 

The  Bjstory  of  India,  at  told  by  its  own  Historians ;  the 

Local  Miilinminndiiii  Dviinalies.  Vol.  I,  Guzernt.  Bj  John 
DowsoN,  M.R.A.S.,  late  Professor  of  the  Staff  OolleRe. 
Forming  a  SetjMH  in  two  or  more  volumes  to  Sir  H.  M. 
Elliott's  Oripitinl  wm-k  on  ihp  Muhnmrnadan  period  of  the 
History  of  India  ;  iilre.i'ly  edited,  apnotated,  and  amplified  by 
ihe  same  Author.  Pnldithed  under  the  FatrouB^e  of  H.M.'s 
Secretary  of  Slate  for  linliii. 

An  Integral  Calcnlns.     Simplified  for  RehooU.     By  W.   P. 
LvK.^M,  Indian  Piihlic  Works  Department. 


L,  Google 


88  W.  H.  Allbn  &  Co., 

Oriental  Works  in  the  Press. 

An  Arabic  Mannal.     B;  Professor  E.  H.  Palmer. 

i     A  Hindi  Manoal.     By  Frederic  Fikcott,  M.EIA.S. 

I 

I     An  EngliBh-Arabio  Diotionarj.    By  Dr.  Steikoass. 

j      An    Bnpliih-Penian    SiotioDarj.       Compiled    rrom    Original 

'  Sources.     By  Arthur  N.  Woli-aston,  M.B,A.S.,  Translator 

,  of  the  ■' Anwar-i-Suhaili." 

An  Engliah-Hindi Dictionary.  By  Fbedeiuc  Pikcott,  M.H.A.S. 

A    Halay,    Adunese,    French,    and    English    Vocabulary. 
Pieiinrcd  l>y  Dr.  A.  J.  W.  Bikkers. 

I     A  Dictionary  of  Haval  Terms,   English  and  HindutanL 

I  For  tlieiir-L-ofNautictil  Men  trailing  to  India,  *o.   ByEev.  G. 

I  ^iiiALi.,  Interpreler  to  (he  Strangers'  Home  for  Asiatics. 
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IS,  Watzbloo  Puci,  Pai,i,  Mall. 


A   SBLIOnON    FBOM 

MESSRS.  ALLEN'S  CATALOGUE 

OF  BOOKS  IN  THE  EASTEEN  LANGUAGES,  &c. 


HINDUSTANI,  mSHI,  fte. 

[  Dr.  Fbrbet'i  Wor\t  are  tutd  at  Clait  Book*  in  i\t  CoUegti  and  Seiooh 
in  India.^ 

Porbes's  Hi ndusUni- English  Dictionary  in  the  Persian  Character, 
with  the  Hindi  nordt  ia  Nugiri  also ;  and  an  Bngliih  Hiodustsni 
DictioDuj  in  the  Engliih  Character  i  both  in  ana  volume.  By  Dmr- 
CUT  FoRBia,  LL.D.     Bojal  6to.     4£a. 

Forbes 's  Hindustani-English  aniJ  English  Hindustani  Dictiontirj-. 
in  the  Bngliah  Character.     Bojal  Sto.    SSt. 

Forbes'a  Fjmaller  Dictionary,  Hindustani  and  English,  in  the 
EngUih  ChnraciOT.     12>. 

Forties's  HMidusi]iiii  Grammar,  with  Specimans  of  Writing  in  the 
Penian  and  Kagari  Oharacten,  Beading  Leuoni,  and  Tocubnlary. 
8to.     lOi.  6d. 

Forbea's  Hindustani  Manual,  containing  a  CompendiouB  Gram- 
mar, Eierdtea  for  Tnnilation,  Dialogues,  lod  To«abulBi7,  in  the 
Roman  Character.  New Bditior.,  entirely  reTiaed.  BjJ.  iC  PUTra. 
IBmo.    3s.  ed. 

ForUes's  Bagh  o  Bah&r,  in  the  Persian  Character,  with  a  complete 
Tocabuluy.     Boyal  8to.     ISb.  6d. 

Forbea's  Bagh  o  llahar  in  English,  with  Explaoator)'  Notes, 
illuitrattTC  of  Eastern  Character.     8to.    Ba. 

Forbes  a  Biigh  o  Bahar.  with  Vocab;.,     English  Character.     53. 

Forbee's  Tota  Kshani ;  or,  "  Tales  of  a  Parrot,"  in  the  Persian 
Chareoter,  with  a  complete  Tooabolaiy.     Bojal  Bto.    Si. 

Forbes's  BaitsI  Pochisi ;  or.  "  Twentj-five  Tales  of  a  Demon," 
in  the  Nagari  Character,  with  a  eompleta  Vooabnlaij.  Bojal  Bro.   8*. 

Forbes's  Ikhuanu  a  Safa;  or,  "Brothers  of  Purity,"  in  the 
Fenian  Character.     Rojal  Bvo.    12a.  6d. 

[for  Ou  iigJt^  ttandardjbr  mililary  ^ioTf  MMowm^khu.] 

Forbes's  Oriental  Penmanship  ;  a  Guide  to  Writing  Hindustani 
in  the  Persian  Chaisoter.    4t«.    8i. 


1,  Google 


W.  H.  Allen  &  Co., 


Plaits' Grammar  of  tlie  Urdu  or  Hiudu-itatii- Language.  8vo.  19s. 
Ka>lwid;  (Kdward   B.)  The   Bagh^j-BahHr — iiierallv   iraiislHtsd 

itito  Kiigliiih,  wilh  copiom  eiplanator;  nolfs.    8»o.    10s.  6d. 
Small's  (Rev.  (i.)  ToW  Kahaiii;  or,  "Tales  of  a  I'lirmt.''  Traiis- 

Inltnl  into  EngliHli.     8to.     8s. 

I'latia"  J.  T..  Daital  Pacbiei :  ti-anslated  iiilo  Etiglisli.  «\-o.  *•*. 
Plans'  Ikhwanu  S  Safa;  translated  into  English.  8vo.  10s.  (id. 
Hindustani  Selections,  with  a  Vocabulary  of  the  Worda.    By 

JiMKs  E.  BiLU-srvsa.      Second  Edition.      1945.     5a. 

Sint^liasaii  Battisi.  Translated  into  Hindi  from  the  Sanscrit. 
A  New  Edition.  Beriied,  Corrected,  and  Accompanied  vith  Copioo* 
Notm.    B;  Stkd  Abdooi.ah.    Bojal  Svo.     12b.  Gd. 

Robertson's  Hindustatii  Vocalmlary.     3s.  6d. 

Akhbilsi  Hindi,  translated  iuto  Urdu,  with  an  Introduction  imd 
Kotes.    By  Sy£D  Abdoolah.    BojbI  Sto.     12«.  6d. 

Sakuiitala.  Traiiblnted  into  Hindi  fi-xni  the  Bengali  Teceosion 
of  the  Saoikril.  Critically  edited,  with  grammatical,  idiainmtic«l.  and 
exei^tical  notes,  b;  Fsederic  Fincott.     4to.     l£t.  fid. 

Principles  of  Persian  CaliHi:i])hv.     Illu<rrated  by  Lithographic 

Plstei  of  (he  TB"lik  Character,  the  one  mually  employed  in  wntuk^ 
the  Fenian  and  Che  Hindustani  Prepared  for  ths  lue  of  the  Scottijli 
Xand  and  Military  Academy  by  J.tMEd  li.  Buxihttve.     Second 

Edition.    4to.    3e.  Gd. 

8ANSCBIT. 

Haughtou's  Sanacrit   nnd    Bungali   Diclionary,  in   the   Bengali 

Chancier,  with  Index,  aerring  as  a  reversed  dictionary.     4to.    Stta. 
Williams's  Eiiglish-Sanucril  Dictionar)'.     4to.,  cloth.  1'3.  3s. 
Williams's  Sanskrit-£t)gliEh  Dictionarr.     4to.     £i  lie.  6d. 
Wilkin's  (Sir  Ciiarles)  Sanscrit  Grammar.     4to.     !58. 
Williams's  (Monier)  Sansorit  Grammar,     ftvo.     ISs. 
Williams's   (Monier)    San^scrit   Manual ;    to  which   is   added,  n 

Tocnbulary,  bj  A.  E.  Oddsh.    IBmo.    7e.  Sd. 
Gougb'H  (A.   V,.)   Key  to  the  Exercises  in  Williams'a  Sanscrit 

Manual.     13mo.    4a. 
Williams's  (Monier)  Sakuntala,  witii  Literal  English  Translation 

of  all  the  Melrioal  Pasaaf^,  Scheme*  of  the  Hetrea,  and  copk>Di 

Criliod  and  Eiplanaloiy  Notes.     Kojsl  Sto.    21a. 
Williams's  (Mouierl  Sakuutals.     Twnslated  into  English  Prose 

and  Terse.     Fourth  Edition.     Ss. 
Williams's  (Monier)  Vikramorvasi.     The  Te.it.     8vo.     -'is. 
(.iowell's  (F,  B.)  Translation  of  the  Vikramorvasi.     8to.    Ss.  6d. 
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13,  Watkbloo  Puob,  Pall  Hall.  4l 

l^wmpGou's  (J.  C.)  Bhagavat  Gita.     Sanscrit  Text    6b. 
Hanghton'B  Menu,  with  English  Translation.    2  vola.    4U>.    S46, 
Johnson's  Hib^iadesa,  with  Vocabulary.     16s. 
Hitopadesa.    A  neir  literal  translation  from  the  Sanskrit  Text 

of  Prot  F.  Johtuon.     For  the  lue   of  Btndenti.     Bj   Fan>nic 

FiNDOTT,  H.B.A.3.    d. 
HitopadesB,  Sanscrit,  with  Bengali  and  English  Trans.   10s.  fld. 
Wilson's   Megba  Data,    with  Translation  into  English   Verse, 

SotM,  moitratioiu,  uid  ■  Vocabulary.    Sojil  Svo.    6*. 

PEBSIAIT. 
Riobardson's  Persian,  Arabic,  and  English  Dictionary.    Edition 

of  1862.    By  F.  Josvsov.    4to.    £i. 
Foibes's  Persian  Grammar,  Reading  Lessons,  and  Vocabulary. 

BoyiaSTO.    l£a.«d. 
Ibroheem's  Persian  Grammar.  Dialogues,  fto.  Royal  8 vo.   13s.  fid. 
Gulistan.      Carefully  collated  with  the  original  MS.,  with  a  full 

TeoabniMj.     Bj  JOBV   FutTS,  bte  loipeotor  of  Soboolf,  OMtral 

FroTlniM,  India.    Boyal  Sro.    li*.  6d, 
Gulistan.    Translated  from  a  revised  Text,  with  Copious  Notea. 

By  Jom  FiAiTB.    Sro.     IZa.  Cd. 
OuseleyV  Auwari  Soheili.   4to.   4^s. 
Wollatttoh's    (Arthur    N.)    Translation   of   the  Anvari  Soheili, 

Bofal  Sto.    £2  2i. 
Keene's  (Rev.  H.  G.)  First  Book  of  The  Anwari  Soheili.    Persian 

Tsit.    Bvo,    Ga. 
Ouseley's  (Col.)  Akhtaki  Mushini.    Persian  Text    6vo.     9s 
Keene'e  (Re*.  H.  G.)  Akbhki  Muahini.  Translated  into  EngHab. 

8to.    3i.6d. 
Clarke's  (Captain  H.  Wilberforco,  R-B)  The  Penian  Maniwl. 

A  Pookat  Companion. 

PABT  t. — A  ooMOiBi  OBUtMAB  Or  TKB  IiAMOTrioi,  with  Eier- 

ciies  on  ita  more  Prominent  Feculiaritifi,  together  witli  a  Seleotion  of 

U«eful  Phra«ea,  DialogueB,  and  Subjects  for  Tranalation  into  Peraian. 
PABT  IL— A  T0CAB01.ABI  OP  Usirvi.  Womw,  Snaidtn  m 

Pbbsiak,  ihowisg  at  the  tame  time  the  differenoe  irf  idiom  between 

the  t«o  LangDBgea.     18mo.     7*-  6d. 
The    Bfistin.     By  Shaikl)    Muslihu-d-Dfn    Sa'di    Shlrizf. 

Traoalated  for  the  first  time  into  Prose,  with  Eiplonatoiy  Ifal«a 

and   Index.     By   Captain  H.   Wilbrbfobcr  Clabis,   B.E.     8vo. 

With  Portrait.    S0«. 
A  Translation  of  Robinson  Crusoe  into  the  Persian  Language. 

Bomsn  Chaiaoter.      Bdjted   by  T.  W.  H.  Tolbobt,  Beng^  dril 

Serrioe.    Cr.  8to.     7: 


1,  Google 


W.  H.  Aujui  A  Co^ 


Haughton's  Bengali,  Sanscrit,  and  English  DiotioDarj,  ad^rtcd 
(or  Btodsnta  in  mthar  biynaga ;  to  whuh  ii  addBil  an  In^i,  wtrruig 
u  ■  iwrenad  dictiooMrj.    4M.     SOl. 


FOTbea's  Bengali  Reader,  with  a  Tnuialation  and  Vocabularf 

SoTal  Sto.    ISi.  6cL 
Nabo  Nan.     ISmo.     Ts. 

ASABIC. 

Richardson's  Arabic,  Persian  and  English  Dictionary.  Edition 
ofisee.    BjV.loBmam.    4to.,<ilotli.    £*. 

Forbee'a  Arabic  Qrammar.  intended  more  especially  for  the  use  of 
joungnm  piapariag  for  thoEut  India  Oinl  Serrioe,  aod  ilmtetba 
DM  oT  ielf  iaitrooliiig  itudcnta  in  gencml.    Boyd  Sro.,  oloth.    Ui. 

PalmerV  Arabic  Orammar.     8vo.     18b. 

Forbes's  Arabic  Reading  Lessons,  consisting  of  Easy  Extracts 
from  the  belt  AiUhon,  with  Tooabnluy.    Uoyal  B*o.,  okrth.    IB*. 

An  Arabic  Manual.     3y  Professor  E.  H.  PaLMGR. 
(A  ti*  prta.) 

TELOOOOO. 

Bmwn'a   Dictionary,   reveraed;  with  a  Dictionary  of  the  Mixed 

Dialecta  lued  in  Talot^oo.    8  rob.  in  2,  loyal  Sro.    £6. 
Campbell's  Dictionary.     Royal  8vo.     SQs. 
Bromn's  Reader.     8vo.     2  vols.     14s. 
Brown's  Dialogues,  Teloogoo  and  English.     8vo.     5s.  Ad. 
Pancha  Tontra.     Ss. 
Percival'a  English-Teloogoo  Dictionary.     IDs.  ftd. 

TAUL. 

Rottler's  Dictionary,  Tamil  and  English.     4ta.     438 
Babington's  Orammar  (High  Dialeotl.    4to.     I'Ja. 
PerciTol's  Tamil  Dictionary.     2  toIb.     10s.  6d, 
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18,  Watsbloo  Plus,  Fiti.  Uall.  4 

OTZBATTBE. 

Kfavor'a  Spelling,  Guzrattee  and  Siiglish.     7a,  6d. 
ShapuAJi  Edalji's  Dictionary,  Guzrattee  and  English.     31b. 

HAHBATTA. 
Molesworth's  Dictionsiy,  Mahratts  and  Engliab.     4to,     49s. 
Moleaworth's  Dictionary,  English  and  Jfahratta.     4to.     4^, 
SteveDson'a  Grammar.     8vo.,  olotfa.     ITs.  6d. 
Eeop's  Fables.     ISmo.     3b.  6d. 
Fifth  Reading  Book.     Ts. 

A  Grammar  of  the  Mahnitta  Language.  For  the  use  of  the 
■"■'"""  '  Tajlejbury.     H     '  ■"    —  -- 

military  Acidai 

HALAT. 
Marsden's  Grammar.    4to.    £1  Is. 

CHINEaE. 

Morrieoii's  Diotionary.     6  vols.  4to.  £10. 

Marshman's — GUvis  Sinica,  a  Chinese  Grammar,      4to.     £3  Ss. 

bJorrJBODB  View  of  China,  for  Philological  purpoaee ;  containing  a 
Ske(«h  of  ChineM  Ofaronolagj,  Qeognpbj,  ctoreminent,  Baligion  and 
Cuitomi,  deugned  for  tboie  who  atudj  tha  Ohinna  langniiga.  4to.  6*. 

FXrS'HTO. 

The  Fudhto  Manual.     Comprising  a  Concisa  Grammar;  £xer- 
mea  and  Dialogues  ;  Familiar  Phraaea,  PioytiAt,  and  Vooabnlaiy.    B; 

Major  H.  G.  R&vxBir,  Bombay  Infantry  (Retired).  Author  of  tKa 
PusTito  Grammar,  Dictionary,  Sdcetiona  Prose  and  Poetical,  Selectiona 
from  tha  Poetry  of  tlie  Afghini  (Englith  TraDBlation),  Miop't  Fablea, 
&c.  &c.    Foap.     6i. 

HISCELLAlfEOUS. 

Reeve's  English-Cam  at  ica  and  Carnatico-English  Diotionary. 
S  Toll.  (Very  aliehtl;  damaged).    £8. 

Collett's  Malayalam  Reader.     Rvo.     ISs.  6d. 

Esop's  Fables  in  Caroatica.     8vo.  bound.     IQs.  fid. 

A  Tnrliiiah  Manna.!,  comprising  a  Condensed  Grammftr  with 
Idiomatic  FhrateB,  EierciaeB  imd  DialDgnes,  and  Yooabulary.  By 
Capl&iii  C.  P.  Uacebhkib,  late  of  H.M.'s  Consular  Bemca.    6b. 
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W.  H.  Au£K  k  Go. 

A  CHRONOLOGICAL  AND  HISTORICAL 
CHART  OF  INDIA, 


BhawiUf ,  at  one  •!■«,  all  tbt  pHaclpBl  uUou 
lut*  uditcd  In  tlul  oowiby  from  Uw  cull«t  tli 
HaUsT.  A.D.  1858,  with  th<d>WarMOhhlatOrlMl««i 
««.  u*l  m  ImdiB. 

ARTHUR  ALLEN  DURTNALL, 

QflXa  HIgk  CoKrt  ^Jtuliee  i»  Snqlamd. 

Br  tbli  Cbut,  an;  pciwni,  hDwaTcr  Ignonuil  of  tbe  nl)|wt  aufi  bf  u  iMv^ 
tltcDtlon,  obUIa  a  e]g*r  ilc*  of  (ha  brokd  Unci  of  Indian  Hbtarj.  unl  oT  Uw 
(TOlntloiu  whlohharertaultHl  intlia  damJulon  ofHsr  Hajnlr  u  EHFRBSSOF 
IKDIA.  U  wUl  bu  foDDd  liiraluib;>  Mr  Eddcitioxii.  Poaroiia.  «qMcUll]t  In 
CollCKFa  and  fehooti,  ohm  id  Indian  eancr  ii  In  eontOBplatton.  It  wUlaln  b* 
(bund  of  ruHAHtiiT  ini.jiT  Is  all  LlbrarlM  and  OSoM  a*  m  wotk  of  nadj 
nrcrcDci  Ibr  Iha  BOnnMtloa  of  ernt*  and  datia.  Bcaldca  tbc  Hlatoiy  of  India,  li 
Inolndei  (he  eonltmpanneoiu  hlitorlii  of   AiamAiiuTAii,  CaiTaii.   Ana,  and 


A  RKLIEVO  MAP  OF  INDIA. 


HENRY  F.  BRION. 

In  Framt,  Ql(. 

A  map  nt  thli  kind  biinfi  b«<bre  di  idoIi  i  platnra  of  the  aulkoa  of  a  fiToa 
aonntty  a*  no  ordlnarr  map  oonld  evor  do.  To  Uie  mind*!  (ja  of  tba  avcra(a 
KnglUhman.  India  oooiiaM  of  >  the  plalna '  aad  '  tin  bilk,'  ohMj  of  th*  fbfau-, 
tha  htlla  being  llmlled  to  tha  HlmalayM  and  Iha  NUfirla.  Tha  mv  mav  wUl  at 
Icaat  cnabla  him  to  oomct  bla  notlODi  of  Indian  caotr^f.  It  goBblMa  tha 
uinal  f^atnna  of  a  good  plalo  map  of  the  oountrf  on  a  aoala  of  160  mllca  U  Uw 
Inch,  with  a  faltbful  repnacntatloa  of  all  tbe  oneron  iBrftace,  uodellad'tm  » tnlt 
tblrty-t«o  tluiH  Ibt  hoiliontal  one ;  thiu  brInglDS  ont  into  cdear  relief  tha  «■- 
pantlve  belghU  and  outllDH  of  all  the  blllnnga,  and  diowlDg  broad  Ifaota  at 
uuevFn  fTDUDd,  of  iDtennliigled  bill  and  vallej,  which  a  common  map  of  tha 
lame  >ii«  would  hardly  Indloala,  eioept  to  a  yety  praoUaed  eye.  Tha  platniol 
Upper  India  an  ndnoed  to  their  tnie  prtqiortloni;  tbe  Central  PniThiBaa, 
Halwa,  and  Weatern  Bengal  reveal  tbelr  aelnal  raggtdnea  at  a  gluwai  and 
Soulhern  India,  trotu  tba  Tlndbyai  lo  Capt  Conorin,  pnwlalai  ili  real  belfhl 
abore  tha  tea-lerel.  To  the  hiitorloai  ai  well  ai  tbe  gtograpblcal  itudsnt  nah  a 
map  la  an  obTlona  and  Important  aid  in  traalng  (be  conn*  of  pact  eanpaigna,  ti 
laalMng  tha  oonditloni  under  whloh  auoccaalTe  raoei  oairled  their  arma  or  eettlt- 
nenta  Ihionih  the  Feulnenla,  and  In  eompnbendlii|lbe  dUftrenoe  of  noa,  aliniata. 
and  pbjraioai  annonndinfi  whhA  sake  Bp  oar  Indian  Empln.  Set  In  a  neat 
fnma  of  maplewood,  the  map  aeama  to  attraet  tbe  eye  like  a  prettily-aDlmied 
piotnrc,  and  Ita  prior,  a  filnaa,  •honld  place  It  within  the  reacb  of  all  who  m»  m 
eomblDa  tlu  nacftil  with  tin  ocmuaenlaL'— J7i>au  Kae^ 


u.^.;,.=  l,C'OOglC 


HAFS  OF  INDIA,  etc. 


i^^T^ 


Dktrict  Map  of  lodia ;  corrected  t«  181H; 

INndad  into  CtoUeotdimtCB  with  the  TMegnphiudBMliTBTi  from  Qo- 
T«nunent  vartm.  On  six  iheeta — uaa,  6fl.  6iii.  Iiigh )  ftfl.  Sin.  wida, 
jS8i  in  ■  aai«,  £i  IS*.  6d. ;  or,  rollan.  Tarn.,  dBa  8i. 

A  General  Map  of  India  ;  corrented  to  1876 ; 

Oonpiled  ehieflT  from  inrreji  eiecutod  b;  order  of  the  Govemmetit 
of  India.  On  ux  iheeta — liie,  G  ft.  3  in.  wide  ;  G  ft.  4  in.  high,  £2  ; 
or,  on  cbth,  in  cue,  £2  12*.  Bd.  i   or,  rollert,  nra.,  &  Sa. 

Map  of  lodia ;  correct«d  to  1B76  ; 

From  the  most  reoent  Authoritin.  On  two  Bhseli — liie,  8  (t.  lOin. 
wide-;  S  ft.  8  in.  high,  16a. ;  or,  on  oloth,  in  ■  omc,  £1  1*. 

Map  of  the  lioutes  in  India:  corrected  to  18TJ  ; 

With  TaUaa  of  Diattnoae  between  the  prinoipal  Towni  tad  Military 
Stations  On  one  iheet^-aiie,  8  ft.  S  in,  wida ;  S  ft  9  in.  high,  Da.  i 
or,  on  oloth,  in  a  case,  12i. 

Map  of  the  Western  Proviuces  of  Hiudoostan, 

nM  Punjab,  Oabool,  Soinde,  BhawolpMe,  Ac,  ineluding  all  the  Statea 
between  Cuidahar  and  AHfthabad.  On  four  aheeta — mw,  4  ft.  4ia. 
wide  I  4  ft.  2  in.  high,  30a. ;  or,  in  oaae,  £2  ;  rollera,  Tamiahed,  £S  10a. 

Map  of  India  and  China,  Burmah,  Siam,  the  Malay  Penin- 
inla,  and  tha  Bmpira  of  Anam.    On  two  (beete — aiia,  4  ft.  S  in,  wide  i 

3  ft.  4  in.  high,  IS*,  j  or,  on  doth,  in  a  caae,  £1  Gi. 

Mi^  of  the  Steam  Commnnication  and  Overland  ItoutoH 
between  England,  India,  China,  and  Auatralia.  In  a  caae,  14e,  |  on 
lollcra,  and  Tamiihed,  ISa. 

Map  of  China, 

From  the  moat  Antlientio  Source*  of  Information.  One  Urge  aho*( — 
aiie,  2  ft.  7  in.  wide ;  2  ft.  S  in.  high,  6*. ;  or,  on  cloth,  in  caae,  Sa. 

Map  of  the  World  ; 

On  Mercator'a  Frqection,  ihowing  the  Trmcta  of  the  Barlr  NaTigslon, 
the  Cnrronta  of  the  Ocnm,  the  FrindpaL  Line*  of  ^real  Circle  Sailing, 
and  the  moat  receut  diaoorerie*.  On  loiu  *heeU — *u«,  6ft.  2  in.  wide  i 

4  ft.  3  in.  high,  £i ;  on  oloth,  in  a  cm*,  £2  10*  ;  or,  with  roller*,  and 
ramiihed,  £S, 

Uudbook  of  Beference  to  the  Maps  of  India. 

EKriDg  the  Latitude  and  Longitude  of  plaoei  of  note.     Ithno.    3*.  6d. 

Buniaii  Official  Map  of  Central  Asia.  Compiled  in  aooord- 
auoe  with  the  DiaooTeriaa  and  BnirefB  of  Bnaaian  Staff  Offlcera  np 
to  the  alosa  of  the  ^ear  1877-     In  2  ShMta.     10*.  Od.,  or  in  oloth 


I,  Google 


is  Jamuuyatid  Jtltg  af  »aeh  yaar  it  puiliti^im  %vo.,prie»  10t.6d, 

THE  IKDIA  LIST,  CIVIL  &  MILITAET. 

BT    PBBHIBBIOX    or    IHB    UCSBT&BY    OT    STATB  n>B  UIDU   Dl  OOmCIL. 


COHTHJITS. 

CIVIL.— Gradation  Lista  of  Ciril  Berrice,  Bennl,  Hsdm  and  Bombaj. 

Ciril  Annaitaiitii.  LegUlatiTe  Council,  Eccleaicstical  !EgUbIlBhiDeiiU, 
Eduoition*!,  Public  Works,  Judicial,  Marine,  Modiciil,  I*nd  Bsrenu^ 
PoUticBl,  PobUI,  Police,  Ciutoma  and  SslC,  Forait,  BegiKntion  and 
Bailwa;  and  Telegraph  DepartmenU,  Law  Oourta,  Surreya,  he.,  Ju- 

MILITABT.— OradatiOD  LUt  of  tbe  General  and  Fiold  Officen  (Britiih 
and  Local)  of  the  three  PrestdeDciea,  Staff  Corps,  Adjutanta-Q«neral'» 
and  Quaiiermuten-GeDer>r>  Offices,  Armj  ComiuiHariat  Depart* 
menU,  Britisb  Troopi  Serring  in  India  (inclnding  Bojal  ArtiUarj,  Boyal 
Bngineen,  Caralrj,  Infantrr,  and  &f«dica!  Department),  Li>t  of  HatiTa 
Bcnmenta,  Commander-in-Chief  and  SUff,  Oarriaon  Initruction  SlaT, 
Indian  Medici  Department,  Ordnance  Departments,  Punjab  Frontier 
Force,  Military  Departmeuta  of  the  three  PreaidencieSj  TirtarinM7 
Department!,  Tables  allowing  the  Distribution  of  the  Army  in  India, 
Lists  of  Betired  OEBccrs  of  the  three  Preiidenciee. 

BOMB.— Deperlmenta  of  the  Office  of  the  Secretair  of  Stat^  Coopora 
Hill  Co1,lege,  List  of  Selected  Candidates  for  the  CiTif  and  Foieat  Semoea, 
Indian  Troop  Service. 

KI3CELLANE0UB.— Orderaof  the  Bath, Star  of  India,and  St-Michoal 
and  St.  George.  Order  of  Precedence  in  India.  Begnlstiona  for  Admia- 
sion  to  CitU  Serrioe.  Regulations  for  Admiuion  of  Chaplaina.  CiTit 
LeaTB  Code  and  Snpplamenta.  Crril  Servioe  Pension  Code — TeUtine  to 
tile  OoTSnanted  and^  Vnoorenanted  Serrioee.  Kulea  for  the  IncUao 
Medial  Senice.    Farlouah  and  Betimnoit  B«gulation*  of  the  Indian 


THE 

ROYAL     KALENDAR, 

AND    COURT    AND    CITY    REGISTER. 

FOB  BNOLAND,  ISBLAND,  SCOTLAND,  AND   THE  COLOinES, 

For  the  Year  1880. 

CoHTAINiSO  A   CORBBCT    LlUT  OF  THE   TWENTY-FlRST    IllPEBIAL 

Pabliakbnt,    bumbonkh    to    meet    for    thxib    First 
Sbbsiok^ — ^Maroh  5th,   1674. 
HouM  <rf  Paara — House  of  Commons — SorereiKnl  and  Bnlen  of  Statea 
of  Eorapa — Orders  of  Enighthood—Seiraoe  and  Art  Department — Qoeea's 

Honeehold— Oorernment  OiBcea — Mint— Customs — Inland  ileranne — 
Post  OSoe — Foreign  Ministers  and  Conaula — Queen's  Consuls  Abroad — 
Naval  Department— NaTj  List — Annj  Department — Army  List — L«w 
Courts— Police— Ecoiesisstioal  Department- Clergy  List— Foundation 
Schools — Literary  Institutions— CItj  of  Ijondon — Bnnki — Bailway  Com- 
pcniea-'HontitalaandlnstitutioDS— Charities— Miscellaneous  Institutions 
— 8ciotlan<C  Ireland,  India,  and  the  Colonies )  and  other  useful  informatiom. 

Price  with  Index,  7». ;  unthout  Index,  5#. 
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ALLEN'S   ETOIAN   MAIL, 

distill  §mtiit 


AiXBd'a  Immam  Hail  eoaUiu  tbe  fcllMt  tad  moil  intbenlic  R«poru 
of  iJI  impoiUDt  OccBiTcncM  1b  tiM  Conntiiei  to  vUcb  It  i*  davotad,  oom- 
pileil  chieflf  from  priTate  and  excloilTe  loarcei.  It  hai  been  proDauBced 
hj  the  PreM  in  general  to  In  wdupnuoib  to  all  who  baje  friend*  or  Rela- 
tivet  in  the  Eait,  a*  aflbrdiDg  the  only  Mrr«i4  iofoniiation  r^anUng  the 
SerrjcM,  Uoiemeati  of  Troop*,  Shipping)  and  all  erenla  of  Domeatlc  and 
iudlTidoal  interett. 

Tbe  tnbjoined  Ibt  of  the  uml  Content*  will  ibow  tbe  Importance  and 
Ttiietj  of  the  InftHmitlon  ooncenttated  in  AixuHa  Ihoiam  Uail. 


Some  iWMUfnMw  rela^ng  to  India,  ife. 
OrldBKl  ArtlBlM  AvrHna  rapoitad  la  BnKton* 


,    Ust    of   Tmr- 


■aah  rear  u  Inax  li  Amlahtd,  ts  «ubl«  BabHittMn  to   Mad  ap  tin  Tul^ 
irUah  tsaa  m  nmpUM 

ASIATIC  AMmiAL  HECISHB  AND  LIBRARY  OF  REFERENCE. 
Lokdok:  Wh.  H.  ALLEN  k  Co.,  13,  WATERLOO  PLACE,  S.  W . 

(PUBLISHEBS  TO  lEB  INDtA  OFFICE), 

ZV  mIvm  OawimMMuaiiioiu  fbr  tie  SdUor,  and  AJMrtUemtni* 
at*  rtqumttd  U  h*  rnddrmtad. 
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SubBcription,  32s.  per  oauum.     FoBta^  Free.    Or  in 
Mouthly  PftrU,  price  3e. 

PRECIS  OF  OFFICIAL  PAPERS, 

BBIITG 

ABSTEACTS  OP  ALL  PAELIAMENTART  RETUfiNS 

DIBKOTBD  TO   BK   PBINTED   BS 

BOTH    HOUSES    OF    PARLIAMENT. 

SESSION  1880. 

iiwclor  Hhic'u  tuu  been  r^Mor  >  loturtuue  "though  imtil'uow  □□  onaliuWtba 
cotu^yi  tfl  attempt  It T^e  prieU  ii  yvey  wall  Aom."^Jortivti  r>f  Ifca 


"  Than  it  no  doubt  u  tu  the  nJua  o[  lOHt  iwcUiuiwutuy  publica 


misKd,  biTt  in  thia  vi'icu  SEcflon.  All™  and  Ca,  fflfB 
......       ~     1,  ftnri™. 


imiKwed  ol  abMiucta  oF  ill  rdtnnu  dlnotwl  tu 
ork,  bothTor  rmSng "iiid  (™  ntmnoe J^— [^W  Sr 


\k  iTintod  b;  eithsc  or  both  dT  the  Hodm*  lA  f  arlluMBt,  and  the  work  hu 
evidentlj  been  done  b^  practiced  yricit  writera  who  undeTfltarid  how  to  mch  tha 
iumortallt  t«atiirw  of  Ooi«niDMIli  pspen."— titwrT>»lI>iiUvCoiirHr. 

"TUaiaapabllcaUoDwhieh  auppliet  a  gnat  want.    Wa  ^adl;  waloaane  this 


-.la  jiapenan  cuafidlr  coDdenaed."-  _ 

"In  thaoiBeotaUtiiUcallMoniaitlaeapeciaJlygood.''— CluiiiridfftCJUwaiiiU. 

"  Thii  ia  not  a  Bine-book^  but  nons  of  tliein  caa  eii»ed  it  In  valnB.  Brei? 
bustnesa  man  will  luie  it  npon  the  desk  ooroar  for  relannoe,  and  t(  BhOold  be 
fcu&d  «□  the  table  of  eTsry  public  rfiadiiif  room  and  private  litvaf^," — IFntm 

"  *  moit  naetul  work  o(  retereijcB. '■—!»•  XaOwan  Miici. 

"  Tbii  la  a  Teir  importi 
higher  Intsllactual  le.el  an^ 
moit  embTfo  mombera  of  Pi 

"  Thla  aerial  1b  calculated  to  be  of  mTioh  service."— Ira n, 

"  The  above  contaliia  a  Taat  amount  of  valnaUa  Infomation  BodatMiatiDe."— 

**  km  k  bnnk  nt  rmtfrrmf^     YrtviiniH*    t/^    Ka  of    IIIIbI  illublli  Taim  to    TOhUe  BaDi 

id,  indeed,  all  who  arc  Intereeted  in 
nmely  wall  emntad.    Both  pajiar 

""   ■•^jtnei™ilmtpubircation."--:ri.(Fa™n-. 

"Keggn.  Alien  &  Co.  nrn  the  gratitude  cf  all  who  leqnlnto  keep  tbemaaUaa 
acquainted  with  the  contenta  of  iiarliament^ry  pajwri  hy  the  publication  of  thla 
pr/cLi.  The  compilation  baa  been  mnde  with  dlacntion.  and  wlllbe found  eitrvnelj 
valuable  and  uaetui  for  reference."— PuiLdfF  AdoBrtitei: 

"Aa  a  hujidT  work  of  Feferenee,  and  a  meanaof  tAfiug  time  and  labour,  it  will 
ba  hi«M;  appiwiUBd."— JUw-t  /ncHaa  Hail. 

"  The  ntilitr  of  the  pr^cw  la  yatj  coaaUeiriilT  hewbtooad  b;  u>  admtaable 
table  of  eonteuti  numerically  aud  aJphabeticaUjr  arruved."— Th<  fiatliHy  Sm  mi 


"  The  pr^u  of  official  papen  wUl  give  new  valve  i 
— Livtrpodi  Courier. 

"  NouB  croj-oni  londrc  aerTice  an  public  et  i  eeu  de  noa  oonfrana  qni  na  la 
connaltraient  paa,  en  leui  BignJeut  e«tt«  pnblieatioD  ujuvella."— Menilear  tb* 
TwlfrMa  VaKrida,  Brvarii. 

London  :  W.  H.  ALLEN  A  CO.,  13,  WATEKLOO-PUCE. 
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